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Time is the greatest influence of nature on human 
beings. Time brings opportunities to evolve and grow. 
Fifty years ago, the cherished birth of University 
of Jaffna, brought the opportunity for the people of 
the region and the nation to pursue their academic 
aspirations, fulfilling their potential and ethos while 
fostering and promoting the language and culture. 
Fifty years of commendable academic pursuit of 
the University of Jaffna originated with the birth of 
Faculty of Science and the Faculty of Arts. We are 
grateful to the founders of these two faculties whose 
eminence as full-fledged academia of the nation and 
their determination to institute the quality faculties of 
higher learning which paved the way to receive many 
accolades.

Despite the many challenges faced by the Faculty 
of Science due to the unsettled conditions since the 
inception that prevailed in the region for more than 
three decades and severe shortage of resources, the 
faculty has been offering transformative learning 
opportunities for the undergraduates to master the 
subject areas of Physical and Biological sciences. 
Our faculty alumni are making their mark across the 
globe excelling in various fields. Their commendable 
achievements serve as a testimony to the reputation 
of the faculty and the University of Jaffna is proud 
of it. The fundamental cause of this incredible 
achievement of the Faculty of Science is the rigorous 
and stimulating academic culture and tradition 
developed and maintained jointly by its staff and 
students with passion and dedication. 

“Service brings happiness’’; serving one’s Alma 
Mater is an immensely rejoicing and rewarding 
experience. FoSAA connects “scattered dots” of 
the alumni of the faculty and brings the old students 
under one umbrella, facilitating a platform for former 

students to come together, share the challenges faced 
by the faculty and offer assistance wherever possible. It 
is also vital to review and reflect on the past from time 
to time, to highlight landmark events such as this one 
today and celebrate the success and our achievements. 

And now to the future, we are slowly approaching 
the second quarter of the 21st century in which 
knowledge will be the most important power that will 
influence, support and dominate all aspects of life 
and environment. Especially with the explosion of 
information technology growth, Big Data analytics, 
deep learning, data mining, artificial intelligence 
and internet of things will pervade the planning and 
management of scientific, economic, educational, 
engineering and agricultural activities and make 
them SMART. In this respect, digital inclusion of 
the community is inevitable. Our FoSAA might play 
a crucial role in this noble endeavour. Its members 
possess a variety of expertise in different fields 
of knowledge. They also have diverse skills and 
resources at their disposal. 

I want to emphasise the three important attributes 
to achieve noble progression: charitable attitude, deep 
knowledge and a willingness to sacrifice. Faculty of 
Science is proud of FoSAA at its resolve to celebrate 
today the Golden Jubilee of the Faculty of Science 
on a grand scale, to continue to support the noble 
progression of the faculty with generous funding, 
expertise of state of the art knowledge and devotion 
of time and energy. 

My greetings and best wishes to FoSAA for 
celebrating the Golden Jubilee of the faculty and for 
providing a rare opportunity to its members of various 
batches to reach-out, reminisce and rejoice together.

All glories to the Almighty.

Message from the Vice-Chancellor

Professor S. Srisatkunarajah
Vice-Chancellor, University of Jaffna
6th Batch of the Faculty of Science  
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The Faculty of Science takes immense pride in 
being one of the most prestigious and oldest science 
faculties in the country, renowned for producing highly 
competent graduates and postgraduates. Established 
on October 25, 1974, the faculty has consistently 
upheld its commitment to nurturing intellectually 
and professionally adept science graduates, perfectly 
aligned with its overarching vision. As the faculty 
approaches the Golden Jubilee on October 25, 
2024, it reflects with pride on its remarkable five-
decade journey and eagerly anticipates the carefully 
planned path ahead. This milestone offers a valuable 
opportunity to celebrate past achievements and 
envision a future filled with confidence and promise.

It is with great pleasure I extend my heartfelt best 
wishes to the Faculty of Science Alumni Association 
(FoSAA) on this momentous occasion in the Golden 
Jubilee year of the Faculty of Science and the 
University of Jaffna. This landmark celebration of the 
faculty, marking fifty years of excellence in education, 
research, and community outreach, is a testament to 
the resilience, dedication, and commitment of the 
students, staff, and alumni who have contributed to the 
growth and success of our institution. It is particularly 
gratifying to note that the association cherishes 
the memories of their teachers and has gathered 
a significant collection of batch photos, creating 
a valuable treasure for the faculty. Additionally, I 
commend FoSAA for taking the lead in gathering the 
success stories of our distinguished alumni, making 
them available to inspire our students.

The Golden Jubilee is more than just a celebration; 
it is a reflection of the many milestones achieved by 
the Faculty of Science over the past fifty years. From 
pioneering research to the development of cutting-
edge academic programmes, the Faculty of Science 
has consistently set new standards. Our graduates have 
gone on to become leaders in academia, industry, and 

public service, making significant contributions to 
the betterment of society. This is a moment to honour 
the legacy of those who have come before us and to 
celebrate the achievements that have positioned the 
Faculty of Science as a beacon of scientific knowledge 
in the country.

This Golden Jubilee celebration holds special 
significance as it marks the first grand event of its 
kind organised by FoSAA at the University of Jaffna. 
The success of this event is a direct result of the hard 
work, dedication, and collaboration of our alumni 
and staff members. Their tireless efforts in planning, 
organising, and holding this celebration have created a 
platform for reconnecting with old friends, cherishing  
memories, and forging new relationships that will 
strengthen our bonds.

As we gather to commemorate this golden 
milestone, it is also an opportunity to reflect on the 
critical role of the alumni in the future of the Faculty 
of Science. The contributions of our alumni have 
always been integral to the faculty’s success, and their 
continued support is vital as we look toward the future. 
Whether through mentorship, research collaborations, 
or financial contributions, there are countless ways 
in which the alumni can contribute to the ongoing 
development and success of the Faculty of Science.

In conclusion, I would like to express my 
deepest gratitude to FoSAA for their unwavering 
commitment to the faculty and for organising this 
historic celebration. As we celebrate the Golden 
Jubilee, let us also look forward to a future filled with 
abundant possibilities, where the Faculty of Science 
will continue to excel with the steadfast support of 
its alumni.

I wish you all a memorable and joyous Golden 
Jubilee celebration.

Message from the Dean/Faculty of Science

Professor P. Ravirajan
Dean, Faculty of Science
University of Jaffna
16th Batch of Faculty of Science
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vq;fs; mj;jid cau;Tf;Fk; mbj;jskhd 

aho; ;g ;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fof tpQ;QhdgPlk; 

,t;thz;L jd; Ik;gjhtJ Mz;ilf; fhz;fpd;wJ. 

,yq;ifapd; kjpg;Gkpf;f cau;fy;tp epWtdq;fSs; 

xd;whfj; jpfOk; vkJ tpQ;QhdgPlk; ,e;j Ik;gJ 

Mz;LfSf;Fs; rhjpj;jit Vuhsk;. ,q;fpUe;J 

ntspNawpa gyu; cyfj;jpd; gy ghfq;fspYk; 

jq;fs; Mw;wypdhy; cau;e;J tpsq;Ffpd;whu;fs;. 

ePz;l fy;tpg; ghuk;gupar; nrOikiaf; nfhz;l 

vkJ gPlj;jpd; nghd;tpoh vd;gJ Ntupidg; Nghw;wp 

tpOJfs; vLf;Fk; tpohthFk;. 

gy Mz;LfSf;Fg; gpd;du; gioa khztu;fs; 

xd;whff; $Lfpd;w tha;g;Gf; fpilj;jpUf;fpd;wJ. 

,J fle;jfhy epidTfis kPl;Ltjw;F kl;Lky;y 

vjpu;fhyj; jpl;lq;fis tFg;;gjw;Fupa fskhfTk; 

mikfpd;wJ. mLj;J tUk; Mz;Lfspy; vkJ 

gPlj;jpdJk; mq;F fy;tp fw;Fk; vkJ ,isa 

rNfhjuu;fspdJk; eyd;fs; Fwpj;J ehk; Mw;w 

Ntz;ba gzpfs; vit vd;gij milahsk; 

fhz;gjw;F ,e;j nghd;tpoh epfo;Tfs; ey;y 

njhlf;fkhf mika Ntz;Lk; vd;gNj vkjid 

tupdJk; vjpu;ghu;g;;ghFk;. 

,yq;ifapd; nghUshjhug; Nghf;Ffspd; 

mbg;gilapy; vjpu;tUk; fhyq;fspy; gy;fiyf; 

fofq;fspdJk; mq;F fy;tp fw;Fk; khztu;fspdJk; 

Njitfs; KOikiaAk; murhq;f epjpAjtpAld; 

epiwNtw;WtJ vd;gJ rthyhfpAs;sJ. ,t; 

Ntisapy; vkJ r%fj;jpd; gq;fspg;Gk; vkJ 

gPlj;Jf;F kpfTk; Njitg;gLfpd;wJ. ,j;jifa 

#oypy; eilngWk; vq;fs; tpQ;Qhd gPlj;jpd; 

nghd;tpoh mjw;fhd thapy;fisj; jpwf;Fk; vDk; 

ek;gpf;if vkf;Fz;L.

vkJ g Plj ;j pdJk ;  mq ;F fy ;t pga pYk ; 

khztu ;fspdJk;  eyd;fUjp gy ;NtWgl ;l  

gq;fspg;Gf;fs; jdpg;gl;l KiwapYk; rpy Fwpg;gpl;l 

mikg;Gf;fs; topahfTk; toq;fg;gl;LtUfpd;wik 

kfpo;r ;rpf ;FupaJ. ,t;thwhd cjtpnra;Ak; 

kdg;ghq;fpidg; gyu; nfhz;bUe;jNghjpYk; 

mjid epiwNtw;Wtjw;fhd epWtdkag;gl;l 

toptiffSf;fhf mtu;fs; fhj;jpUf;fyhk;. ,r; 

re;ju;gj;jpy; nghd;tpoh epfo;TfSld; Kidg;Gg; 

ngWk; vkJ tpQ;QhdgPl gioa khztu; rq;fk; 

,j;jifa cjtpfis xUq;fpizf;Fk; ghykhf 

nraw;glKbAnkd vz;Zfpd;Nwhk;. 

vkJ xspkakhd vjpu;fhyj;Jf;fhf mu;g;gzpg; 

Gld; gzpahw;wpa ngUikkpF Nguhrpupau;fs;> 

gPlhjpgjpfs;> tpupTiuahsu;fs; kw;Wk;  fy;tp rhuh  

cj;jpNahfj;ju;fs; midtupdJk; Nritfspd;;  

tpisjpwid  kPl;bg; ghu;f;Fk; tha;g;ig vkJ 

gPlj;jpd; ‘Nghw;wpLk; nghd;dfitj; jpUehs;’ 

toq;fpAs;sJ. gioa epidTfspy; Njha;e;J Gjpa 

rpe;jidfis cUthf;f ,J topnra;Ak;. ehk; fy;tp 

fw;w fhyj;Jld; xg;gpLifapy; jw;NghJ Ma;T$l 

trjpfs;> tpupTiu kz;lgq;fs; vd;wthW fy;tprhu; 

trjpfs; cyfj;juk; tha;e;j gy;fiyf;fofq;fSf;F 

xusTf;NfDk; <LnfhLf;Fk; tifapy; mjpfupj;Js; 

sikahy; vkJ tpQ;QhdgPlj;jpd; jdpj;Jtk; 

gy klq;F cau;e;Js;sJ. ,jid ekJ khztu; 

r%fk; KOikahfg; gad;nfhs;sj;jf;f tpjj;jpy; 

mtu;fis topg;gLj;jNtz;ba ngUk; nghWg;G 

gioa khztu;fshfpa vk; xt;nthUtUf;Fk; 

cupajhFk;.

vkJ Qhdj ;jhahd tpQ ;Qhdg Plj ;j pd ; 

ngUikf;F NkYk; rpwg;Gr; nra;Ak; tifapy;  

nghd;tpoh epfo;Tfisj; jpwk;gl xOq;fikf;ff; 

ifNfhu ;j ;j midtUf;Fk; vdJ ed;wpfs; . 

ehSf;F ehs; Ntfk; ngWk; tpQ;Qhd njhopy;El;g 

rthy;fSf;F <LnfhLf;fj;jf;f tifapy;  vkJ 

tpQ;QhdgPlk; cau;tsu;r;rp ngw;W vd;Wk; vk; 

vjpu;fhyj;jiyKiwapd; mwpTg;grp Nghf;fg; 

ngUk; Jiznra;a Ntz;b ,iwtidg; gpuhu;j;jpf; 

fpd;Nwd;. 

 tpQ;QhdgPl gioa khztu;fs; rq;fj; jiytupd; vz;zj;jpypUe;J . . .

jpU. t. rp. FzrPyd; 
jiytu;> tpQ;QhdgPl gioa khztu;fs; rq;fk;
Kd;dhs; rpNu\;l tphpTiuahsu;> Nfhg;;gha; Mrpupa fyhrhiy
9tJ mzp> tpQ;QhdgPlk;.



-vi-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

Dear Alumni and Friends of the Faculty of Science, 

As we gather to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of 
the Faculty of Science, it is with immense pride and 
joy that I extend my warmest greetings to each of 
you. In 1974, a vision was born - a vision to create a 
community that fosters lifelong learning, a vision that 
brings job opportunities in scientific and technical 
fields, a vision that brings prosperity and growth to our 
close-knit community. Today we have gathered here 
from all around the globe to reflect on the remarkable 
progress of the Alumni and Faculty; a testament to the 
resilience, success and achievements of the Faculty 
of Science throughout the tumultuous 50 years since 
its inception. 

This milestone event is a celebration of our past and 
a pledge to the enduring spirit of our alumni community. 
During the past 50 years, we have witnessed countless 
achievements, both individually and collectively 
from the alumni in Sri Lanka and abroad. From our 
lecture halls to the various corners of the globe, our 
alumni have made amazing contributions to science, 
society, and humanity, excelling in diverse fields and 
embodying the values instilled in us by our professors, 
mentors, staff and administrators. 

The many years of war and strife have kindled 
our determination and resolve to seek opportunities 
globally and strive hard to achieve success, overcoming 
profoundly adverse circumstances. The sacrifice, 
unwavering commitment and dedication of our 
professors, lecturers and staff are forever etched in our 
hearts and minds as they silently impel us from within 
to put forth our best efforts. 

Let us also look forward to the future, as we 
look back on the memories that have shaped our 
trajectories. The challenges we face today require us to 

come together, to unite, to support one another, and to 
continue the legacy of excellence that has been handed 
down by the founders of the Faculty of Science. I urge 
each of you to join FoSAA and contribute actively to 
the faculty’s initiatives, share your success stories, 
and inspire the next generation of students to do even 
better. This Golden Jubilee is a celebration of our 
shared history, our achievements, and our dreams and 
aspirations. It is an opportunity to reconnect with old 
friends, forge new relationships, and strengthen the 
bonds that unite us. 

As we celebrate this milestone, we ask alumni to 
support the efforts of the faculty and students.   We 
ask for your help in gaining global recognition for the 
Faculty of Science and the University of Jaffna.  Please 
initiate research collaborations with faculty members, 
enable student placement for graduate programmes 
abroad, create opportunities for faculty members 
to attend and host conferences, create mentorship 
programs for students and new faculty members and 
provide financial support for accreditation by RSB, 
RSC or other organizations.  We ask  for your financial 
support to the departments to obtain lab equipment and 
to donate refurbished or new instruments to facilitate 
research and develop postgraduate programmes.  

We appreciate your support however small or large 
towards the growth, development and advancement 
of the Faculty of Science. 

Thank you for your generous donations. Thank you 
for being an integral part of our journey. Together, as 
alumni of the Faculty of Science at the University of 
Jaffna, let us continue to build a vibrant and supportive 
intellectual community. One that reflects the values 
and spirit of all those who have paved the way for us 
through their selfless efforts, heroic sacrifice, diligent 
hard work and unwavering commitment. 

Message from the Secretary of FoSAA

Dr. Gita Sathianathan 
Secretary of FoSAA
Former Teaching Assistant Professor at the Pennsylvania State University, 
& Retired as a Senior Lecturer from the California State University, Fullerton, California. 
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<oj;jkpou;fspd; milahskhfj; jpfOk; 
aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk; ,t;tUlk; 2024Mk; 
Mz;L jdJ Ik;gjhtJ Mz;ilg; G+u ;j ;jp 
nra;fpd;wJ. gy;fiyf;fofj;Jld; ,ize;J 
rkhe;jukhf Muk;gpf;fg;gl;l tpQ;QhdgPlKk; 
kdpjg; gz;gpay; gPlk; vd Muk;gpf;fg;gl;Lg; 
gpd;du; fiyg;gPlk; vd  ngau; khw;wk; ngw;w 
gPlKk; nghd;tpoh Mz;il vl;bAs;sd. fle;J 
te;j Ik;gJ Mz;Lfspy; gy;fiyf;fofk;> 
tpQ;Qhd gPlk;> fiyg;gPlk; vd;gd jhz;ba 
gazk; rhjhuzkhdJ my;y. ,yq;ifapd; 
Vida murhq;fg; gy;fiyf;fofq;fSf;F 
tha;j ;j tha;g ;Gf ;fs; Nghy aho;g ;ghzg; 
gy;fiyf;fofj;Jf;F tha;jjpy;iy. mJNghd;Nw 
aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk; re;jpj;j rthy;fisg; 
Nghy Vida gy;fiyf;fofq;fs; re;jpj;jJk; 
,y;iy. ,Ue;Jk; tha;g;Gf;fspd; gw;whf;Fiw 
kw;Wk; rthy;fspd; nrwpT vd;gtw;Wf;F ,ilapy; 
aho;g ;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofKk; mjNdhL 
,ize;j g Plq;fSk; rhjpj ;jit Vuhsk; . 
Fwpg;ghf ngU ,lg;ngau;Tfs; kw;Wk; Nghu;f;fhy 
mdu;j;jq;fs; epfo;e;j NghJ ve;jnthU fl;lj;jpYk; 
gy;fiyf;fofk; %lg;gltpy;iy. Fwpg;ghf 
1974Mk; Mz;Lf;Fg; gpd;du; cau;jug;guPl;ir 
vOjpa mj;jid mzpapdUf;Fk; gy;fiyf;fof 
fy;tpiaj; njhlUk; tha;g;G aho;g;ghzg; 
gy;fiyf;fof;jpy; fpl;baJ.

1974Mk; Mz;L [dtupapy; eilngw;w 
cyfj; jkpohua;r;rp khehLk; mjd; gpd;duhd 
mdu;j ;jq ;fSk; <oj ;jkpou ;fs;  kj ;j papy ; 
mjpu;Tfis Vw;gLj;jpapUe;j R+oypy; 1974Mk; 
Mz;L [_iy khjk; ,yq;ifg; gy;fiyf;foj;jpd; 
tshfkhf aho;g;;ghz gy;fiyf;fofj;Jf;fhd 
Kjy; mb vLf;fg;gLfpd;wJ. gy;fiyf;fofk; 
Muk;gpf;fg;gl;l mNj fhyg;gFjpapy; rkhe;jukhf 
<oj ;jkpou ;fspd ;  ,dtpLjiyg ;Nghul ;l 
efu ;TfSk; Muk;gpf ;fj ;  njhlq;fpd. ,d 

tpLjiyg; NghUk; gy;fiyf;fofKk; xd;Wld; 
xd;W gpize;J efu;e;jikahy; ,uz;bdJ 
efu;TfspdJk; tPr ;Rk; tPo;r ;rpAk; jtpu ;f ;f 
Kbahjgb xd;wpd; jhf;fk; kw;nwhd;wpd; kPJk; 
,izf;fg;gl;bUe;jd. ,jdhy; aho;g;ghzg; 
gy;fiyf;fofKk; mjd; gPlq;fSk; re;jpj;j 
,og ;Gf ;fs ;  Vuhskhdit. mepahakhd 
capu ; ,og;Gf;fs;> ngUkstpyhd nrhj;J 
,og;Gf;fs;> Gyikahsu;fspd; Gyg;ngau;T> 
,ul ;il e pu ;thf RoYf ;Fs ;  j P u ; f ; fkhd 
jPu;khdq;fis vLf;f Kbahj gytPdk;> khztu; 
gy;tifikapy; FiwghLfs;> tsg;gw;whf;Fiw 
vd xU tsuNtz;ba gy;fiyf;fofk; jd; 
NgNuOr;rpf;fhyj;jpy; re;jpf;ff;$lhj rthy;fs; 
midj;ijAk; aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk; 
re;jpj;jJ. ,Ue;Jk; mJ epkpu;Tld; ,Ue;jJ. 
,e;j mjprak; ngupJ. aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf; 
fofj;jpdJk; tpQ;Qhd gPlj;jpdJk; nghd;tpoh 
Mz;by; ehk; ,g;NghJ epw;fpd;Nwhk;. ,e;j Ik;gJ 
Mz;by; Vwf;Fiwa 35 tUlq;fs; NghUk; 
fy;tpAkhf fle;j tUlq;fs;. gpd;duhd 15 
tUlq;fs; NghUf;Fg; gpd;dhd fsKk; fy;tpAk; 
vd efu;e;jit. 2009 Mk; Mz;L Nk khjk; 
eilngw;w Nghupy; ghjpf;fg;gl;l mq;ftPdKw;w 
csj;jhf;fj;Jf;Fs;shd jiyKiwapd; filrp 
mzp khztu;fs; gy;fiyf;fofj;Jf;F tu 
,d;Dk; Ie;jhz;Lfs; ,Uf;fpd;wd. vdNt 
55 Mz;Lfs; Nghu;r; R+oYlDk; mjd; Neub 
kw;Wk; kiwKfj; jhf;fj;JlDNk gy;fiyf; 
fofKk; mjd; gPlq;fSk; efu Ntz;bAs;sd. 
,j;jifa Kuz;epiyr; R+oy; Mspilj; njhlu;G 
MSikg; gz;GfspYk; mjpf jhf;fj;ijr; 
nrYj;jpAs;sJ. ,jdhy; tpisAk; mj;jid 
rthy ;fisAk ;  jhz;bNa aho ;g ; ghzg ; 
gy;fiyf;fofk; efuNtz;bAs;sJ. vj;jifa 
R+oy; te;jNghJk; aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk; 
xUNghJk; jd; ngUkjpg;ig ,oe;jjpy;iy. 
2020Mk; Mz;L fhyg;gFjpapy; epu;thf gug;gpd; 

 tpQ;QhdgPlj;jpd; nghd;tpohit 
Vd; nfhz;lhl Ntz;Lk;?

,. ru;Nt];tuh
capupay; tpQ;Qhdk; (30tJ mzp)
tpQ;QhdgPlk;> aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk;
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tPr;rpYk; epyg;gug;gpd; tPr;rpYk; ,yq;ifapd; 
Kjy ;  gy ;fiyfofkhfj ;  j pfo ;e ;j pUe ;jJ 
aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk;. ,J ,yq;ifapd; 
ghuk;gupag; gy;fiyf;fofk; vdf; fUjg;gLk; 
Nguhjidg; gy;fiyf;fofj;ijj; jhz;ba 
ngU tsu;r;rp. aho;g;ghzj;jpy; mike;jpUe;j 
g pujhd tshfk ; >  kUjdhu ;klk ; >  ifjb> 
fpspnehr;rpapy; mike;jpUe;j fw;ifg;Gyq;fs; 
kw;Wk; tTdpah tshfk; vd xl;Lnkhj;j 
epyg;gug;gpd; mstpy; Kjy;epiy gy;fiyf; 
fofk; .  g Plq;fspd; vz;zpf ;ifapy; mjpf 
sthd gPlq;fisAk; mjdhy; tpise;j mjpf 
vz;zpf;ifahNdhiuf; nfhz;l Nguit 
iaAk; nfhz;l gy;fiyf;fofkhf jpfo;e;jJ 
aho;g ;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk;. mjid tpl 
,yq;ifg; gy;fiyf;fof tuyhw;wpy; vd;Wk; 
e p f o K b a h j  m j p r a K k ;  a h o ; g ; g h z g ; 
gy;fiyf;fof tuyhw;wpy; epfo;e ;jJ. xNu 
Neuj;jpy; ,uz;L njhopy;El;g fw;ifg; gPlq;fs; 
aho;g ;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fof MSiff;Fs; 
,Ue;jd. ,itnay;yhk; fhyj;jhy; tpisAk; 
mjpraq;fs; .  ,j ;jifa mjpraq;fisAk; 
mrhj;jpaq;fisAk; rhj;jpakhf;fpa vkJ 
Qhdj;jhapd; Ik;gJ mfitia nfhz;lhLtJ 
v d ; g J  v t ; t s T  K f ; f p a k h d J . c y f g ; 
ghuk;gupaq;fspy;> xU epWtdk; flf;Fk; jdJ 
gazj;jpy; mt;tg;NghJ gy tpohf;fisr; 
re;jpf ;Fk;. Fwpg;ghf Kjypy; ,Ugj;ije;J 
Mz;Lfspy; nts;sptpohitf; fhZk;. ,e;jf; 
fhyk; vd;gJ e Pbj ;j epiyj;jpUg ;Gf ;fhd 
Vw;ghLfisr; nra;J flf;Fk; fhyk;. mg;NghJ 
,uz;lhk; jiyKiwapdu; me; epWtdj;jpd; 
gad;fis mDgtpf;f Muk;gpj;jpUg;gu;. gpd;du; 
,Ugj;ije;J tUlq;fs; fle;J Ik;gjhtJ 
Mz;by; nghd;tpohitf; fhZk;. ,f; fhyk; 
vd;gJ me; epWtdj;jhy; gad;ngw;W tho;tpy; 
cau;e;J tsk; ngw;W jk; tho;tpy; epiwitAk; 
nropg;igAk; czu;e;j xU njhFjpr; r%fj;jpdu; 
r%fkl;lj;jpy; cau;epiyapypUf;Fk; fhyk;. 
mJkl ;Lkd;w p  %d;whk ;  jiyKiwapdu ; 
me ;  epWtdj;jpd;  gad;fis mDgtpf ;fj ; 
njhlq;fpapUf;Fk; fhyk;. ,f; fhyj;jpy; Kjy; 
jiyKiwapdiu cUthf;Ftjw;fhf jk;ik 
mu;g;gzpj;j ngUkf;fisAk; mtu;fs; Mw;wpa 
NritfisAk; kPs epidf;Fk; fhyk;. ,e;j kPs 

epidj;jy; vd;gJ gy ed;ikfis tpistpf;Fk;. 
mtu;fsJ MSikapd; msTNfhy;fspdhy; 
vk;ik mstpLtjw;Fk; vkJ cauj;jpd; msitf; 
fzpf;fTk; topnra;Ak;. tsg;gw;whf;Fiw> 
njhlu;ghly; neUf;fbfs;> Nghf;Ftuj;Jr; 
r t h y ; f s ; >  N g h u ; f ; f h y  m d u ; j ; j q ; f s ; > 
nghUshjhuj; jilfs;> vd;gtw;iw jhq;fpAk; 
rkhspj;Jk; mtu;fs; mile;j milTfspd; 
ngWkjpia vilNghl;L gpukpf;Fk; fhyk; 
,e;j nghd;tpohf;fhyk;. mJkl;Lkd;wp ,d;W 
vkf;fpUf;Fk; tsq;fs; mtu;fs; iffspy; 
,Ue;jpUe;jhy; mtu;fs; ,d;Dk; vj;jid 
tplaq;fisr; rhjpj ;jpUg;ghu;fs; vd;gij 
mjpraj ;Jld ;  fw ;gid nra ;J ghu ;f ;Fk ; 
fhyk;. mjw;Fkg;ghy; ,d;W ekf;fpUf;Fk; 
tsq;fs; kw;Wk; tha;g;Gf;fSld; ehk; vijr; 
rhjpj;jpUf;fpNwhk; vd;gij mstPL nra;J 
jd;epiwT nfhs;sNth my;yJ RagupNrhjid 
nra;aNth tha;j;j fhyk; ,e;j Ik;gjhtJ Mz;L 
nghd;tpohf;fhyk;. ek;ik cau;jpa ek; fy;tpf; 
$;lj;Jf;Fk; mjd; kfpikf;Fk; ehk; vijj; 
jpUk;gg; guprspj;jpUf;fpNwhk; vd vk;ik ehNk 
Nfs;tp Nfl;gjw;fhd fhyk;.

Ik;gjhz;Lfis flf;Fk; ve;j epWtdNkh 
my ;yJ jdp  kdpjNuh jhd ;  r%fj ;Jf ;F 
Mw;wNtz;ba midj;Jf; flikfisAk; 
Mw;wpapUf;f Ntz;Lk;. my;yJ mf; flikfs; 
epiwNtw;wg;gLfpd;wikf;fhd mbj;jsq;fis 
cUthf;fpapUf;f Ntz;Lk; .  aho;g ;ghzg; 
gy ; fiyf ; fofKk ;  mjd ;  nghd ;t pohg ; 
gPlq;fshd tpQ;Qhd gPlKk; fiyg;gPlKk; 
,f; flikfis Mw;wpapUf;fpd;wd vd;gjw;F 
gy Mjhuq ;fs ;  cz;L.  Xu ;  cjhuzkhf 
aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk; mike;Js;s 
gpuhe;jpa jyikj;Jtk; ,g;NghJ aho;g;ghzg; 
gy;fiyf;fofk; gpurtpj ;j gl ;ljhupfspd; 
iffspNyNaAs;sJ.  mtu ;fs ;  vLf ;Fk ; 
jPu;khdq;fs; jhd; gpuhe;jpaj;jpd; tsu;r;rpiaAk; 
vOr;rpiaAk; jPu;khdpf;Fk; fhuzpfs; vdyhk;.

ghuhSkd;w cWg;gpdu;fs;>tlf;F khfhz 
j;jpd; MSeu;> aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; 
JizNte;ju;> tlf;fpd; khtl;l murhq;f mjpgu;fs;> 
aho;g ;ghzk; Nghjdhitj;jparhiyapd; 
gzpg;ghsu;> tlf;F khfhz mikr;Rf;fspd; 
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tPr;rpYk; epyg;gug;gpd; tPr;rpYk; ,yq;ifapd; 
Kjy ;  gy ;fiyfofkhfj ;  j pfo ;e ;j pUe ;jJ 
aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk;. ,J ,yq;ifapd; 
ghuk;gupag; gy;fiyf;fofk; vdf; fUjg;gLk; 
Nguhjidg; gy;fiyf;fofj;ijj; jhz;ba 
ngU tsu;r;rp. aho;g;ghzj;jpy; mike;jpUe;j 
g pujhd tshfk ; >  kUjdhu ;klk ; >  ifjb> 
fpspnehr;rpapy; mike;jpUe;j fw;ifg;Gyq;fs; 
kw;Wk; tTdpah tshfk; vd xl;Lnkhj;j 
epyg;gug;gpd; mstpy; Kjy;epiy gy;fiyf; 
fofk; .  g Plq;fspd; vz;zpf ;ifapy; mjpf 
sthd gPlq;fisAk; mjdhy; tpise;j mjpf 
vz;zpf;ifahNdhiuf; nfhz;l Nguit 
iaAk; nfhz;l gy;fiyf;fofkhf jpfo;e;jJ 
aho;g ;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk;. mjid tpl 
,yq;ifg; gy;fiyf;fof tuyhw;wpy; vd;Wk; 
e p f o K b a h j  m j p r a K k ;  a h o ; g ; g h z g ; 
gy;fiyf;fof tuyhw;wpy; epfo;e ;jJ. xNu 
Neuj;jpy; ,uz;L njhopy;El;g fw;ifg; gPlq;fs; 
aho;g ;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fof MSiff;Fs; 
,Ue;jd. ,itnay;yhk; fhyj;jhy; tpisAk; 
mjpraq;fs; .  ,j ;jifa mjpraq;fisAk; 
mrhj;jpaq;fisAk; rhj;jpakhf;fpa vkJ 
Qhdj;jhapd; Ik;gJ mfitia nfhz;lhLtJ 
v d ; g J  v t ; t s T  K f ; f p a k h d J . c y f g ; 
ghuk;gupaq;fspy;> xU epWtdk; flf;Fk; jdJ 
gazj;jpy; mt;tg;NghJ gy tpohf;fisr; 
re;jpf ;Fk;. Fwpg;ghf Kjypy; ,Ugj;ije;J 
Mz;Lfspy; nts;sptpohitf; fhZk;. ,e;jf; 
fhyk; vd;gJ e Pbj ;j epiyj;jpUg ;Gf ;fhd 
Vw;ghLfisr; nra;J flf;Fk; fhyk;. mg;NghJ 
,uz;lhk; jiyKiwapdu; me; epWtdj;jpd; 
gad;fis mDgtpf;f Muk;gpj;jpUg;gu;. gpd;du; 
,Ugj;ije;J tUlq;fs; fle;J Ik;gjhtJ 
Mz;by; nghd;tpohitf; fhZk;. ,f; fhyk; 
vd;gJ me; epWtdj;jhy; gad;ngw;W tho;tpy; 
cau;e;J tsk; ngw;W jk; tho;tpy; epiwitAk; 
nropg;igAk; czu;e;j xU njhFjpr; r%fj;jpdu; 
r%fkl;lj;jpy; cau;epiyapypUf;Fk; fhyk;. 
mJkl ;Lkd;w p  %d;whk ;  jiyKiwapdu ; 
me ;  epWtdj;jpd;  gad;fis mDgtpf ;fj ; 
njhlq;fpapUf;Fk; fhyk;. ,f; fhyj;jpy; Kjy; 
jiyKiwapdiu cUthf;Ftjw;fhf jk;ik 
mu;g;gzpj;j ngUkf;fisAk; mtu;fs; Mw;wpa 
NritfisAk; kPs epidf;Fk; fhyk;. ,e;j kPs 

epidj;jy; vd;gJ gy ed;ikfis tpistpf;Fk;. 
mtu;fsJ MSikapd; msTNfhy;fspdhy; 
vk;ik mstpLtjw;Fk; vkJ cauj;jpd; msitf; 
fzpf;fTk; topnra;Ak;. tsg;gw;whf;Fiw> 
njhlu;ghly; neUf;fbfs;> Nghf;Ftuj;Jr; 
r t h y ; f s ; >  N g h u ; f ; f h y  m d u ; j ; j q ; f s ; > 
nghUshjhuj; jilfs;> vd;gtw;iw jhq;fpAk; 
rkhspj;Jk; mtu;fs; mile;j milTfspd; 
ngWkjpia vilNghl;L gpukpf;Fk; fhyk; 
,e;j nghd;tpohf;fhyk;. mJkl;Lkd;wp ,d;W 
vkf;fpUf;Fk; tsq;fs; mtu;fs; iffspy; 
,Ue;jpUe;jhy; mtu;fs; ,d;Dk; vj;jid 
tplaq;fisr; rhjpj ;jpUg;ghu;fs; vd;gij 
mjpraj ;Jld ;  fw ;gid nra ;J ghu ;f ;Fk ; 
fhyk;. mjw;Fkg;ghy; ,d;W ekf;fpUf;Fk; 
tsq;fs; kw;Wk; tha;g;Gf;fSld; ehk; vijr; 
rhjpj;jpUf;fpNwhk; vd;gij mstPL nra;J 
jd;epiwT nfhs;sNth my;yJ RagupNrhjid 
nra;aNth tha;j;j fhyk; ,e;j Ik;gjhtJ Mz;L 
nghd;tpohf;fhyk;. ek;ik cau;jpa ek; fy;tpf; 
$;lj;Jf;Fk; mjd; kfpikf;Fk; ehk; vijj; 
jpUk;gg; guprspj;jpUf;fpNwhk; vd vk;ik ehNk 
Nfs;tp Nfl;gjw;fhd fhyk;.

Ik;gjhz;Lfis flf;Fk; ve;j epWtdNkh 
my ;yJ jdp  kdpjNuh jhd ;  r%fj ;Jf ;F 
Mw;wNtz;ba midj;Jf; flikfisAk; 
Mw;wpapUf;f Ntz;Lk;. my;yJ mf; flikfs; 
epiwNtw;wg;gLfpd;wikf;fhd mbj;jsq;fis 
cUthf;fpapUf;f Ntz;Lk; .  aho;g ;ghzg; 
gy ; fiyf ; fofKk ;  mjd ;  nghd ;t pohg ; 
gPlq;fshd tpQ;Qhd gPlKk; fiyg;gPlKk; 
,f; flikfis Mw;wpapUf;fpd;wd vd;gjw;F 
gy Mjhuq ;fs ;  cz;L.  Xu ;  cjhuzkhf 
aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk; mike;Js;s 
gpuhe;jpa jyikj;Jtk; ,g;NghJ aho;g;ghzg; 
gy;fiyf;fofk; gpurtpj ;j gl ;ljhupfspd; 
iffspNyNaAs;sJ.  mtu ;fs ;  vLf ;Fk ; 
jPu;khdq;fs; jhd; gpuhe;jpaj;jpd; tsu;r;rpiaAk; 
vOr;rpiaAk; jPu;khdpf;Fk; fhuzpfs; vdyhk;.

ghuhSkd;w cWg;gpdu;fs;>tlf;F khfhz 
j;jpd; MSeu;> aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; 
JizNte;ju;> tlf;fpd; khtl;l murhq;f mjpgu;fs;> 
aho;g ;ghzk; Nghjdhitj;jparhiyapd; 
gzpg;ghsu;> tlf;F khfhz mikr;Rf;fspd; 
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nrayu;fs;> jpizf;fsj; jiytu;fs;> gPlhjp 
gjpfs;> fy;tpg ; gzpg;ghsu;fs;> ghlrhiy 
mjpgu;fs;> tq;fpfspd; cau;epiy mjpfhupfs; 
vd ,g;gl;bay; ePs;fpd;wJ. ,e;j gl;bay; jhz;b 
epyj;Jf;F ntspNa Gyj;jpYk; aho;g;ghzg; 
gy;fiyf;fof gl;ljhupfspd; MSik ehLfs; 
NjhWk; tputpf;fplf;fpd;wJ. ,j;jifatu;fs; 
mj;jidNgiuAk; xw;iw milahsj;jpDs; 
xd;W Nru;g;gjw;F aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk; 

vDk ;  kFlk ;  kl ;LNk nghUj ;jkhdJ. 

vdNt nghd;tpoh vd;gJ ntWkNd cz;L 

fspj;J $bf; fiyAk; xU epfo;ty;y. gpd;du; 

epfog;NghFk; ngUkhw;wq;fSf;fhd Muk;gg; 

Gs ;spiaAk ;  cj ;Ntfj ;ijAk ;  toq ;Fk ; 

,aq;Fjsj;ij fl;likf;Fk; Gs;sp. ,e;jg; 

Gs;spia tpidj;jpwdhfg; gad;nfhs;Sk; 

epWtdk; jd; ,yl;rpa Nehf;Ffis mila  

mLj;j gj;jhz;L NghJkhdJ. ,jdhNyNa 

Ik;gJ jhz;b gj;jhz;Lfspy; mWgjpy; kPz;Lk; 

itutpoh vd xU ngUtpoh tUfpd;wJ. 

aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofKk; mjd; tpQ;Qhd 

kw;Wk; fiyg;gPlq;fSk; jq;fs; itutpohitf; 

nfhz;lhLk; NghJ nghd;tpoh tpisj;j 
mWtilfspd; gaid tpje;Jiuf;f Ntz;Lk;. 
mjw;fhd topfisj; jpwg;gjhf nghd;tpoh 
epfo;Tfs; mikaNtz;Lk;.

,d;W ,yq;ifj; Njrj;jpd; nghUshjhur; 
nry;newp rthYf;Fupajhf ,Uf;fpd;wJ. ,r; 
rthypy; ,Ue;J kPs Mff; Fiwe;jJ xU jrhg;jk; 
Ntz;Lk; vd;gJ nghUshjhu ty;Yeu;fspd; 
fzpg;G. mJTk; nghUj;jkhd Njrj;jyikj;Jtk; 
mike;jhNy rhj;jpakhdJ. ,e; epiyapy; mLj;J 
tUk;  gj;jhz;LfSk;  ,yq;ifapy;  murhq;f 
epWtdq;fSf;F kpfTk; rthyhd Mz;lhfNt 
,Uf;Fk; . murhq;fj ;jpd; epjp xJf;f PLfs; 
vd;gd ntWkNd eilKiwr; nrytPdq;fis 

rkhspf;fNt NghJkhdjhftpUf;Fk;. %yj 
dr ;  nryt Pdq ;fSf ;fhd xJf ;f PLfSk ;  
KjyPLfSf;fhd epjp xJf;f PLfSk; kpff; 
FiwthdjhfNt ,Uf;Fk; .  ,r ;  rthyhd 
R+oypdhy; ngUk; ,lupidr; re;jpf;fTs;sit 
murhq ;fg ;  gy ;fiyf ;fofq ;fs ;  Nghd ;w 
k d p j t s  c w ; g j ; j p  i k a q ; f N s .  m i t 
nghUl;fis cw;gj;jp nra;J Neubahf tpw;gid 
nra;J jk; nrytPdj;ijNah vjpu;fhy epjp 
KjyPLfisNah rkhspf;fj;jf;f epWtdq;fs; 
my;y. mgptpUj;jp mile;j ehLfspy; epyik 
NtwhftpUe;jhYk; ,yq;if Nghd;w murpay; 
kw;Wk; nghUshjhuk; ];jpukw;w ehl;fspy; 
,JNt epyik vd;whfptpLk;. ,e; epiyapy; 
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gFjpia rkhspf;f jhk; rhu;e;j r%fj;ijNa 
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gy;fiyf;fofKk; tpQ;Qhd gPlKk; re;jpf;Fk; 
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fUjpr; rpe;jpf;Fk; xU jiyKiwf; fyitia 
cUthf;Fk;. mf; fyit gha;r;Rk; cuj;jpy; 
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J}utpyf;fp ehk; vDk; xw;Wikg; gz;Gf;Fs; 
Eioe;J Xuhapuk; fhupaq;fs; Mw;w ekf;nfhU 
fhyk; tha;j;jpUf;fpd;wJ. mjid cupa tifapy; 
gad;nfhz;lhy; ,dKk; thOk;. ehLk; tsk; 
ngWk;.



-x-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

The University of Jaffna, a symbol of the Tamil 
community of the country, is completing its fiftieth 
year in 2024. Alongside the university, the Faculty of 
Science, which started concurrently, and the Faculty 
of Humanities (initially known by a different name but 
later renamed as Faculty of Arts), have also reached 
their Golden Jubilee.

The journey of the university, the Faculty of 
Science, and the Faculty of Arts over the past fifty 
years has not been ordinary. Unlike other government 
universities in Sri Lanka that have had their share 
of opportunities, the University of Jaffna did not 
receive similar advantages. The challenges faced 
by the University of Jaffna have been unique and 
unprecedented. Despite the scarcity of opportunities 
and the intensity of challenges, the University of Jaffna 
and its affiliated faculties have achieved significant 
milestones. Notably, during major displacements and 
wartime disasters, the university was never closed 
at any stage. Particularly, after 1974, every student 
who completed higher-level examinations was given 
the opportunity to continue their education at the 
University of Jaffna.

Celebrating this Golden Jubilee is crucial because 
it acknowledges the resilience and achievements 
of the university despite numerous adversities, and 
honors its enduring contribution to education and the 
community.

In January 1974, the World Tamil Conference 
took place, followed by a series of disastrous events 
that shook the Tamil Eelam community. Against this 
backdrop, in July 1974, the first steps were taken to 
establish the University of Jaffna as a campus of the 
University of Sri Lanka.  During the same period, 
the Tamil Eelam liberation movements began to gain 
momentum. The university and the liberation struggle 
were interlinked, with the developments in one 
inevitably impacting the other. This close connection 
meant that the progress and setbacks of both were 

intertwined, and the university faced significant 
challenges and losses as a result.

The University of Jaffna and its faculties experienced 
numerous difficulties, including unjust loss of lives, 
substantial property damage, displacement of 
scholars, the inability to make definitive decisions 
due to administrative chaos, various deficiencies 
among students, and a shortage of resources. Despite 
these formidable challenges, which were almost 
insurmountable for a developing university, the 
University of Jaffna remained steadfast.

This resilience amidst adversity is a remarkable 
achievement and a testament to the university’s 
enduring strength and commitment. Celebrating 
this Golden Jubilee is important not only as 
a commemoration of its history but also as an 
acknowledgment of its extraordinary perseverance 
and accomplishments despite the many hardships it 
faced. We are now celebrating the Golden Jubilee of 
the University of Jaffna and its Faculty of Science. 
Over these fifty years, nearly 35 years have been 
marked by both war and education. The subsequent 15 
years have transitioned from the post-war landscape 
into education. The last cohort of students from the 
generation affected by the war in May 2009 will 
still have five more years to join the university. 
Consequently, both the university and its faculties 
have had to navigate through 55 years of wartime 
conditions, including their direct and indirect impacts. 
This prolonged state of turmoil has significantly 
affected interpersonal relationships and personal 
qualities.

Despite these challenges, the University of Jaffna 
must continue to advance. It is imperative for the 
institution to overcome all the difficulties that have 
arisen and continue its progress.  Regardless of the 
circumstances, the University of Jaffna has never lost 
its prestige. By 2020, the university was notable for its 
extensive administrative reach and land reach, standing 

Why should we celebrate the Golden Jubilee of the Faculty of Science?

Mr. Ratnasingam Sharveswara
30th Batch, Biological Science, 

Faculty of Science University of Jaffna
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as Sri Lanka’s first university in these respects. This 
represented significant growth, surpassing even the 
traditional prestige of the University of Peradeniya. 
The University of Jaffna, with its main campus 
in Maruthanarmadam and additional facilities in 
Kayts, Kilinochchi, and Vavuniya, is the largest 
university in Sri Lanka in terms of land area. It had 
a high number of faculties and, consequently, a large 
student body, making it a prominent institution in Sri 
Lankan higher education.  Moreover, the University 
of Jaffna achieved an unprecedented milestone in Sri 
Lankan university history by housing two faculties of 
technology simultaneously. These accomplishments 
are remarkable achievements brought about by time 
and effort. Celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of our 
knowledge hub, which made these extraordinary 
milestones possible, is of great significance.

In the journey of an organization, it encounters 
various milestones over time. Specifically, within 
the first twenty-five years, an organization typically 
celebrates its Silver Jubilee. This period is dedicated 
to making arrangements for long-term stability. By 
this time, the second generation of beneficiaries will 
have begun to enjoy the advantages provided by 
the organization.  After another twenty-five years, 
the organization will reach its Golden Jubilee at the 
fifty-year mark. This period signifies a time when a 
community that has benefited from the organization 
has achieved prosperity and fulfillment in their lives, 
reaching a high social standing. Additionally, by 
this time, the third generation will have started to 
experience the benefits of the organization.  These 
milestones not only mark significant achievements 
but also reflect the organization’s sustained impact 
and success across generations.

During this time, it is an opportunity to reflect 
on the great individuals who dedicated themselves 
to creating the first generation and the services they 
provided. This reflection brings many benefits. It 
allows us to measure ourselves against their standards 
of excellence and gauge our own level of success.  

The Golden Jubilee period is a time to marvel at the 
achievements of those who withstood and managed 
challenges such as resource shortages, communication 
difficulties, transportation issues, wartime disasters, 
and economic barriers. It is a moment to appreciate 
the value of their accomplishments despite these 

difficulties. Additionally, it is a time to imagine with 
wonder how many more achievements might have 
been realized if the resources we have today had 
been available to them. Furthermore, it provides an 
opportunity to assess what we have achieved with 
the resources and opportunities we currently possess. 
This period invites personal fulfillment and self-
examination, prompting us to question how we have 
contributed to our educational institutions and their 
glory. It is a time to reflect on what we have given back 
in return for the benefits we have received.

An organization or individual that surpasses fifty 
years should have fulfilled all the responsibilities 
expected of them or should have laid the foundations 
for these duties to be accomplished. The University of 
Jaffna and its Golden Jubilee faculties, the Faculty of 
Science and the Faculty of Arts, have indeed met these 
responsibilities, and there are numerous examples to 
support this.

For instance, the regional leadership established by 
the University of Jaffna is now firmly in the hands of 
its graduates. The decisions made by these alumni are 
crucial factors determining the growth and progress of 
the region. The university has thus played a significant 
role in shaping the future of the region through its 
contributions and the success of its graduates. 

The list of prominent figures associated with the 
University of Jaffna extends widely, including members 
of parliament, the Governor of the Northern Province, 
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna, district 
government officials of the North, the Director of the 
Jaffna Teaching Hospital, secretaries of Northern 
Province ministries, heads of departments, deans of 
faculties, education officials, school principals, and 
senior bank officials. Beyond this list, the influence of 
University of Jaffna graduates extends internationally, 
showcasing their leadership across various countries. 
The University of Jaffna is uniquely suited to unify all 
these individuals under one identity, symbolizing the 
institution’s role as a crown. Therefore, the Golden 
Jubilee is not merely a celebration or a social event but 
a foundational milestone that provides a platform for 
future significant changes and innovations. It serves 
as a starting point and a source of motivation for the 
next phase of growth.  The institution, effectively 
leveraging this milestone, can achieve its goals 
over the next decade. This is why, after surpassing 
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fifty years, another significant event, the Diamond 
Jubilee, will be celebrated in sixty years. When the 
University of Jaffna and its Faculties of Science and 
Arts celebrate their Golden Jubilee, they should reflect 
on the achievements yielded and create pathways for 
future success. The Golden Jubilee celebrations should 
thus pave the way for new opportunities and strategies, 
ensuring that the benefits of this milestone are fully 
realized and utilized

Sri Lanka is currently facing significant economic 
challenges. Experts estimate that overcoming these 
challenges may take at least a decade, and this is 
contingent upon establishing appropriate national 
governance structures. In this context, the next ten 
years are expected to be particularly challenging for 
government institutions in Sri Lanka.  Government 
financial allocations will likely be limited to covering 
routine operational expenses. Allocations for capital 
expenditures and investments will be minimal. As 
a result, institutions that focus on human resource 
development, such as government universities, will 
face considerable difficulties. Unlike entities that 
produce goods and sell them directly, universities 
do not generate revenue in this manner to cover 
their expenses or future investments.  In developed 
countries, the situation might differ, but in politically 
and economically unstable nations like Sri Lanka, 
this is the prevailing condition. Consequently, large 

institutions like universities will need to rely heavily 
on their communities to meet a substantial portion of 
their capital expenditure needs.

Against this backdrop, the Golden Jubilee of the 
University of Jaffna and its Faculty of Science, as well 
as the collective efforts of the associated community, 
are of significant importance. This milestone is not 
only a time to celebrate achievements but also an 
opportunity to reflect on the crucial role of community 
support in addressing the financial and developmental 
challenges faced by the institution.

Currently, amidst significant efforts, all those 
responsible for the fifty-year journey of the Faculty 
of Science are united on a common platform. This 
platform must evolve and expand to encompass 
a hundredfold, reaching into the hundreds of 
thousands. Such expansion will foster a generation 
that contemplates the public good of the Faculty. 
This collective thinking will nurture the growth of the 
scientific endeavors within the Faculty.

The fruits of this growth should offer solutions to 
many of our community’s challenges. By overcoming 
individual limitations and embracing a spirit of unity, 
we have the opportunity to achieve a thousand tasks 
in due course. If utilized effectively, this collective 
effort will not only benefit our community but also 
contribute to the prosperity of our nation.
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Kj;njdj; Njhd;wpNa ngU
KJrkha; eil NghLk; ek;
nrhj;njdg; Nghw;Wk;
tpQ;QhdgPl kjpd;  Gfo; ePs 
mfitahk; nghd;tpohf; fhz
midtUk; xd;wha; thuPu; 

thd; njhLk; mwptpdhy; Xq;fp
mfpyk; tpae;jpLk; ahopd; 
tpQ;QhdgPlk; je;j tpOJfs; - kPz;Lk; 
$bapq;F tpUl;rj;ijg; Nghw;wp epw;Fk; 
mfitahk; nghd;tpohf; fhz 
midtUk; xd;wha; thuPu; 

Xq;fpLk; fPu;j;jp Nru;e;jplg;
ghq;Fld; cau;e;j gy;fiy $lk;
Njq;fpa ey;ywpT tpj;ij njtpl;lhj
Qhdnky;yhk; jhq;fpa ngUk; gPlk; mjd;
mfitahk; nghd;tpohf; fhz 
midtUk; xd;wha; thuPu; 

Mde;jf; fPw;whf NjD}Wk;
RitA+w;whf md;NghL mfkfpo;e;J
mspj;jpLk; tpohntd mrj;jpa
ngUik gy jhq;fpa epidT nfhz;L 
mfitahk; nghd;tpohf; fhz 
midtUk; xd;wha; thuPu;

nghd;tpohf; fhz thuPu; 
gupG+uzhde;jru;kh rrptu;zd;

1995{1996 fy;tpahz;L> 
ngsjPf tpQ;Qhdg; gpupT
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1.0 Preamble

The Faculty of Science (FoS) takes great pride 
in being one of the country’s prestigious and oldest 
science faculties, renowned for producing highly 
competent graduates and postgraduates. Established 
on October 25, 1974, the faculty has consistently 
upheld its commitment to nurturing intellectually 
and professionally adept science graduates, aligning 
seamlessly with its overarching vision.

Approaching its Golden Jubilee on October 25, 
2024, the Faculty of Science reflects on its remarkable 
journey over five decades and looks forward to its 
meticulously planned path. This milestone provides a 
valuable opportunity to commemorate achievements 
with pride and envisage the future with confidence.

Maintaining internationally acceptable standards 
is integral to the faculty’s commitment. External 
examiners from renowned global universities 
oversee the quality of honours degree examination 
processes, ensuring excellence. The faculty boasts a 
commendable track record of producing competent 
graduates, offering Bachelor of Science degree 
programmes spanning three and four years. These 
programmes cover both pure and applied sciences, 
incorporating comprehensive skill development 
components. Graduates exhibit scholarly prowess 
coupled with versatile skills, meeting the evolving 
demands of the global job market.

Vision

“To be a recognised centre of science learning in 
Sri Lanka”

Mission

“To produce competent graduates who excel 
in learning and research in basic sciences and who 
could contribute to the development of the nation”

Values 

●	 Excellence: Promoting excellence in Research, 
Academic and Outreach activities by utilising 
the human and physical resources of the faculty

●	 Integrity: Constant pursuit of being exemplary in 
maintaining the highest professional and ethical 
standards through trust, honesty, and respect

●	 Co-creation: Fostering ingenuity, creativity, and 
innovation through collaborative development of 
impactful research and innovation, and research 
commercialization

●	 Community Engagement: Transforming lives of 
the community and the nation through identifying 
their needs and challenges and applying the 
knowledge creation for the benefit of the 
community and national development

●	 Unity in Diversity: Respecting, recognising, 
and valuing all people with equality, civility and 
dignity

The FoS aspires to achieve its mission by setting 
out clear objectives as follows: 

●	 to attain an internationally recognisable level of 
teaching and research;

●	 to disseminate scientific knowledge and popularise 
science;

●	 to improve the quality of science education;

●	 to provide services directed towards the 
environmental, social and technological needs 
of the region;

●	 to be the regional research centre in science, 
developing indigenous scientific methods using 
local resources; and

●	 to improve the economic and social conditions of 
the local population.

2.0 Brief history

The Faculty of Science was set up in October 1974 
at Vaddukoddai in the premises taken over from the 
undergraduates’ section of the Jaffna College. The 
first batch of students numbering 103 was admitted to 
the Faculty on 25th of October 1974 and only a course 
in Mathematics and Statistics was provided initially. 
The late Professor P. Kanagasabapathy functioned 

Progressive Journey of the Faculty of Science 

Punniamoorthy Ravirajan, Dean, Faculty of Science
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as the first Dean of the Faculty and the Head of the 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics. Following 
the appointment of Heads for the Departments of 
Botany, Chemistry, Physics, and Zoology, along with 
some Assistant Lecturers for each department, courses 
in Physical Science and Bioscience were launched 
in 1975. As the facilities available in the small 
laboratories at Vaddukoddai were grossly inadequate 
for work beyond the first-year courses and future 
expansion at Vaddukoddai was not possible due to an 
acute shortage of freshwater and space, a decision was 
taken to erect new buildings for the Faculty of Science 
at Thirunelvely where the Faculty of Humanities and 
the administrative offices were sited. 

The faculty shifted to the Thirunelvely premises 
in June 1978 soon after the completion of the Natural 
Science Block (Stage I), the foundation for which was 
laid on 7 May 1975. In 1977, funds were allotted for a 
building to the Department of Physics and this building 
came into the occupation in September 1980. Funds 
were also allocated for two other buildings in 1979, 
one for the Department of Mathematics and Statistics 
and the other for the Department of Chemistry. The 
Mathematics Block was completed in 1985, and the 
Chemistry Block was completed in 1988. The Natural 
Science Block (Stage II) was opened for academic 
activities in 2016. The foundation for the Department 
of Computer Science building was laid on 27 June 
2019 with the World Bank funded AHEAD Project and 
was opened for academic activities on 01 June 2022.

The annual intake of students to the faculty had 
increased over the years. Since 2010, the faculty has 
flourished with the intake of students from all parts of 
the country representing all ethnicities which added 
a conducive multicultural environment in the faculty 
to foster and promote social harmony. Under the 
President’s scholarship scheme, a few international 
students have also been admitted to the faculty since 
2016. The current student population at the faculty is 
over 1300.  

3.0 Degree Programmes  

The faculty offers BSc degrees of three-year 
duration (traditionally referred to as the General 
degree) and BScHons degrees of four-year duration  
(traditionally referred to as the Special degree).  

●	 Bachelor of Science: Degrees of three-year 
duration in the streams of biological and physical 
sciences.  

●	 Bachelor of Science in Computer Science: 
Degree of three years duration for those directly 
admitted by the UGC to study computer science. 

●	 Bachelor of Science Honours: Degree in 
subject mark disciplines namely, Botany, 
Chemistry, Computer Science, Fisheries Science, 
Mathematics, Physics, Statistics, and Zoology. 

●	 Bachelor of Science Honours in Computer 
Science: For those directly admitted by the UGC 
to study Computer Science. 

●	 Bachelor of Science Honours in Applied 
Science: Degree with seven options which are 
Biology, Botany, Chemistry, Computing, Physics, 
Financial Mathematics, Industrial Statistics, and 
Zoology

Selection to BScHons (subject-specific) degree 
programme is made at the end of the second year  
(Level 2).  In the case of the BScHons (Applied 
Science) degree programme, the selection is made at 
the end of first semester of the third year (Level 3) of 
study.  Selection for a four-year degree programme is 
generally based on the availability of places and on the 
performance of students in the examinations. Biological 
Science and Physical Science stream students who 
have passed the G.C.E. (A/L) Examination and have 
satisfied all the respective entrance requirements are 
admitted to the faculty by the UGC. Students are also 
admitted by the UGC directly to a subject-specific 
programme. At present, students are admitted only 
to the Computer Science study programme as direct-
intake. These students follow a three-year degree. The 
selection to Honours degree programme shall be made 
at the end of the second year of study (Level 2S) based 
on the performances of these students in the first two 
years of studies

 The names of the three-year and four-year degree 
programmes and their abbreviations are illustrated 
as follows.     
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have passed the G.C.E. (A/L) Examination and have 
satisfied all the respective entrance requirements are 
admitted to the faculty by the UGC. Students are also 
admitted by the UGC directly to a subject-specific 
programme. At present, students are admitted only 
to the Computer Science study programme as direct-
intake. These students follow a three-year degree. The 
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on the performances of these students in the first two 
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programmes and their abbreviations are illustrated 
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BSc degrees (Three years)

Stream of study Name of the Degree Abbreviation 
Biological Sciences

Bachelor of Science BSc
Physical Sciences 
Computer Science Bachelor of Science in Computer Science BSc (Computer Science)

        
BScHons degrees (Four years)

Subject of Study Name of the Degree Abbreviation of the Degree
Botany Bachelor of Science Honours in Botany BScHons (Botany)
Chemistry Bachelor of Science Honours in Chemistry BScHons (Chemistry)
Computer Science 
(Physical Science Stream) Bachelor of Science Honours in Computer Science BScHons (ComputerSc)

Computer Science 
(Direct-intake) Bachelor of Science Honours in Computer Science BSc Hons (Computer Science)

Fisheries Science Bachelor of Science Honours in Fisheries Science BScHons (FisheriesSc)
Mathematics (Pure & 
Applied Mathematics) Bachelor of Science Honours in Mathematics BScHons (Mathematics)

Physics Bachelor of Science Honours in Physics BScHons (Physics)
Statistics Bachelor of Science Honours in Statistics BScHons (Statistics)
Zoology Bachelor of Science Honours in Zoology BScHons (Zoology)
Applied Science Bachelor of Science Honours in Applied Science BScHons (AppliedSc)
Science  
Education

Bachelor of Science Honours in Science and Edu-
cation BScHons (ScienceEdu)

3.1  Graduate Profile

Graduates from the faculty possess the following attributes: 
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The FoS aims to instil in its graduates the 
competencies in academic disciplines, personal and 
professional skills and citizenship attributes through 
its teaching, learning and research activities and 
enhancement of the advisory and support services, 
and cultural, social and sports related extracurricular 
activities. 

The FoS is dedicated to develop the learning and 
teaching environment with the current developments 
in science education and research so that the graduates 
shall meet the expectation of the trends of the global 
science community. Ultimately, the BScHons degree 
holder from the UoJ shall be a scholar with versatile 
skills to cater the needs of local communities and shall 
become a professional in the choosen field as well as 
a global citizen.

3.2 Expected Programme Outcomes

The expected programme outcomes represent what 
a graduate is expected to know and/or be able to do 
after completing the study programme. In addition to 
the expected outcomes of the BSc degree programme, 
the BScHons graduates are expected to be with

●	 ability to systematically analyse the core ideas of 
the subject of specialization 

●	 ability to construct new knowledge in the subject 
of specialization

●	 ability to find solutions to problems with 
professional context

●	 ability to utilize the knowledge for personal 
development and in professional practice

●	 capacity to carry out research and effectively 
disseminate new knowledge and/or ideas 

●	 ability to adapt, initiate change and construct ideas 
to lead the change to help the needy society with 
social responsibility and positive attitude 

All these programme outcomes are achieved 
by incorporating relevant teaching, learning, and 
assessment strategies in the study programmes.

3.3. Subjects

The faculty offers four principal subjects in the 
Biological Science stream, six in the Physical Science 
stream, and Computer Science for direct-intake 
students as shown in the following table. Courses in 

principal subjects are offered throughout the degree 
programmes. 

Stream of 
Study Principal Subject(s)

Biological 
Science

Botany, Chemistry, Fisheries 
Science, Zoology

Physical  
Science

Applied Mathematics, Chemistry, 
Computer Science, Physics, Pure 
Mathematics, Statistics

Computer 
Science Computer Science

Depending on the demand and the availability of 
the resources, the following supplementary subjects 
are offered in Level 3 (Third year): Environmental 
Science, Food and Nutrition, and Information 
Technology (for students who are not offered Computer 
Science as a subject in Levels 1 and 2), Electronics (for 

students who are not offered Physics as a subject in 
Levels 1 and 2).

The faculty conducts 90 hours (15 hours per 
week) of English language proficiency courses to the 
new entrants in collaboration with the Department 
of English Language Teaching (DELT) prior to 
commencing the principal and supplementary courses. 
It should be noted that a student should possess a 
Pass (overall band score 4.0 out of 9.0) in an English 
language proficiency course for the award of a degree. 

In line with the graduate profile of the faculty, 
several other skill enhancement short courses on 
computer literacy, life skills, learning gender, and 
Mathematics for Biological Science Students are 
offered as pre-semester courses. Further, the career 
guidance cell of the faculty conducts Career Fair for 
the final year students in collaboration with leading 
institutions.  

 4.0 Staff Profile and Student Statistics 
4.1 Staff Profile

FoS is home to seven departments: Botany, 
Chemistry, Computer Science, Fisheries, Physics, 
Mathematics and Statistics, and Zoology, and is 
supported by a dedicated team of 84 academic staff, 
59 academic-support staff, and 80 non-academic 
staff. Remarkably, nearly 90% of the permanent 
academic staff hold postgraduate qualifications, with 
nearly two-thirds having earned their PhDs. Many of 
these scholars have received their training abroad, in 
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academic staff hold postgraduate qualifications, with 
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these scholars have received their training abroad, in 
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countries including the United Kingdom, United States, New Zealand, Australia, Malaysia, Singapore, various 
European nations, and South Africa. Currently, up to 90% of the academic cadre positions within the faculty are 
filled, with recruitment ongoing to meet emerging needs. This robust and diverse academic community continues 
to be a cornerstone of excellence at the Faculty of Science.

Highest academic qualifications obtained by the academic staff at each department as of 2024

Department PhD MPhil/MSc BSc Total
Botany 7 4 0 11
Chemistry 13 0 0 13
Computer Science 9 1 2 12
Fisheries 2 3 1 6
Mathematics & Statistics 11 7 1 19
Physics 7 2 2 11
Zoology 7 5 0 12
Total 56 22 6 84
Percentage (%) 67 26 7 100

* More than 90 % of the faculty staff hold postgraduate qualifications.      

Designation of the academic staff: Department-wise
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Botany - 3 1 7 - 11

Chemistry 1 6 - 6 - 13

Computer Science - 2 - 7 3 12

Fisheries 1 - - 2 3 6

Mathematics & Statistics - 2 - 13 4 19

Physics 1 1 - 6 3 11

Zoology 1 3 - 6 2 12

Total 4 17 1 47 15 84

Percentage 5% 20% 1% 56% 18% 100%

* 82 % of the faculty staff have been serving as Senior Lecturer or above.   

Figure 1: District-wise student count in the calendar year 2023/2024
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Figure 2: Provincial-wise student percentage in the 
calendar year 2023/2024

4.2 Student statistics

Over  the  years ,  the  Facul ty  of  Sc ience 
has experienced a steady increase in its annual 
student intake, growing to 400 students today from 
approximately 200 in the mid-1980s and just 100 at 
its inception. Since 2010, the faculty has attracted a 
significant number of students from various provinces 
across the country, representing diverse ethnicities. 
This influx has fostered a vibrant, multicultural 
environment that promotes social harmony within 
the faculty.

The introduction of the President’s Scholarship 
Scheme in 2015 has further enriched the faculty’s 
cultural tapestry by facilitating the admission of 
international students. As a result, the Faculty of 
Science now proudly hosts a student population 
exceeding 1,300. This diverse community, comprising 
individuals from across the island and various ethnic 
and international backgrounds, significantly enhances 
the richness of the faculty’s academic and social 
landscape.

Gender-wise breakdown of the students in the 
current academic year 

 Gender \ 
Level    1     2     3   4   Total    %    

Male    182 212 170 59 623 47

Female    213 183 179 118 693 53
 Total    395 395 349 177 1316 100

The ethnicity-wise breakdown of the students in 
the current academic year   

 Ethnicity \ 
Level    1     2     3   4   Total    %    

Tamils      127 128 123 67 445 34 
 Sinhalese 222 227 191 89 729 55
Muslims    46 40 35 21 142 11

 Total    395 395 349 177 1316 100

Figure 3: Ethnicity-wise breakdown 

Figure 4: Gender-wise breakdown in the current 
academic year   

5.0 Organisational Structure and Infrastructure 
facilities:

The Faculty of Science is supported by an 
efficient organisational structure that ensures the 
effective implementation of its core functions. To 
successfully manage and execute essential duties such 
as programme design, development, delivery, student 
support, and research activities, the Faculty Board 
of Science has established several sub-committees. 
These include the Internal Quality Assurance Cell 
(IQAC), Science Faculty Research Committee, 
Building Committee, Biosafety Committee, Career 
Guidance Cell, Curriculum Development, Revision, 
and Monitoring Committee (CDRMC), Newsletter 
& Handbook Committee, Strategic Management 
Planning Committee, and the Web & IT Services 
Committee. The Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) and Terms of Reference (ToR) for these 
sub-committees have been developed to guide their 
activities and ensure efficient execution.

The faculty adopts a participatory approach 
with its stakeholders, aligning its activities with the 
strategic and its action plans. Continuous Professional 
Development (CPD) programmes and induction 
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sessions are conducted to keep staff members up-to-
date with the latest developments in their fields.

All departments, except the newly established 
Department of Fisheries, are equipped with the 
necessary infrastructure to support effective teaching, 
practical, research, and outreach. Both staff and 
students benefit from user-friendly and efficient 
library and ICT facilities. The faculty embraces 
innovative learning strategies, including the use 
of Learning Management Systems (LMS) and 
Open Educational Resources (OER). Additionally, 
students are encouraged to enhance their English 
language proficiency and soft skills through various 
programmes. The faculty also promotes cohesion and 
harmony among students by fostering multicultural 
and religious activities.

6.0 Curriculum Development and Revision

Revising the curriculum on a five-year cycle is 
essential to ensure its relevance, adaptability, and 
alignment with both educational and societal needs, 
ultimately delivering a high-quality education. Since 
its inception, the Faculty of Science has periodically 
revamped or revised its curriculum in response to 
changing demands, integrating new knowledge, 
raising educational standards, accommodating 
evolving student preferences, improving teaching 
methods, incorporating feedback, engaging in long-
term strategic planning, and consistently striving for 
improvement. The teaching quality is continually 
evaluated through peer assessments and student 
feedback, ensuring ongoing enhancement.

The current structure and syllabi, which were 
implemented for students enrolled in the 2016/2017 
academic year, were introduced in 2018. Additionally, 
the degree programmes offered by the faculty have 
undergone evaluation by reviewers appointed by the 
Quality Assurance Council of the University Grants 
Commission.The  BScHons (Computer Science) study 
programme received Grade A in 2023. The rest of the 
BScHons degree programmes will be reviewed in due 
course. The report of Reviewers for the BSc degree 
programme is yet to be received from the Quality 
Assurance Council. The faculty considered revising 
the curriculum and making structural changes to its 
degree programmes, taking into account the feedback 
obtained from stakeholders and programme reviewers. 

Consequently, the Faculty Board of Science has 
decided to initiate the curriculum revision process 
for all three-year and four-year degree programmes, 
intending to implement the revised curriculum for 
students enrolling in the next academic year.

In addition, curricula development for two 
new Honours degree programmes is underway. 
The Faculty Board has approved the titles of the 
course units and a roster of resource persons based 
on the recommendations of the committee tasked 
with revamping the curriculum for the Bachelor of 
Science Honours Degree programme in Science 
Education. Simultaneously, the curriculum for the 
Bachelor of Science Honours Degree programme 
in Molecular Biology has received endorsement 
from the Curriculum Development, Revision, and 
Monitoring Committee and will be presented at the 
upcoming Faculty Board of Science meeting for 
further recommendations.

7.0 Research & Development

The faculty has fostered a robust culture of research 
and innovation, actively encouraging the participation 
of both academics and students. Student research 
is seamlessly integrated into the curriculum, while 
faculty members engage in collaborative research 
with prestigious international institutions, including 
Imperial College London, the University of Edinburgh, 
Western Norway University of Applied Sciences, the 
University of Bergen, the University of Southampton, 
the Queensland University of Technology, Griffith 
University, Victoria University of Wellington, 
the University of Bern, Arizona State University, 
the University of Malaya, and the Coimbatore 
Institute of Technology. Faculty members have 
published numerous research papers in high-impact 
journals, contributing to over 35% of the university’s 
indexed journal publications. Through several signed 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs), more than 
15 research students have completed at least one year 
of research training at Western Norway University of 
Applied Sciences and the University of Bergen in the 
last five years.

Our faculty has secured grants ranging from 
one hundred million to one billion rupees from 
national funding agencies like the UNDP (SGP), 
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National Research Council and the National Science 
Foundation, as well as international organisations 
such as The World Academy of Sciences (Italy), 
the International Foundation for Science (Sweden), 
the Swedish National Research Council,  Swedish 
International Development Cooperation Agency 
(SIDA), the International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) Indo-Sri Lankan partnership, the 
Pakistan Science Foundation, Asian Development 
Bank,  The World Bank (IRQUE, HETC and AHEAD)
Projects, the Norwegian Directorate for Higher 
Education and Skills, and the Royal Norwegian 
Embassy. These grants were obtained through 
applications submitted in collaboration with national 
and international partners. Additionally, senior 
academics have successfully secured research funding 
from professional entities like IEEE and major global 
technology companies such as Google, further 
promoting a research-oriented culture and supporting 
various student activities.

These grants have been instrumental in establishing 
several state-of-the-art research laboratories equipped 
with sophisticated research tools, including the 
Spectroscopy Laboratory, the Nanoscience Research 
Laboratory, the Clean Energy Research Laboratory 
(CERL), the Laboratory for Energy Conversion 
and Storage (LECS), the Material Science Research 
Laboratory, and the Centre for Research in Entomology. 
These efforts have been recognised with prestigious 
national awards, such as the President’s Award for 
Outstanding Scientific Research Publications, the 
CVCD Excellence Award for the Most Outstanding 
Young Researcher in Physical Sciences, the Young 
Scientist Award, the CSSL Researcher of the Year, 
the National Science Foundation Research Award, 
and the SUSRED (Support Scheme for Supervision 
of Research Degrees) Award, among others. Several 
staff members have also filed national research and 
technology-based patents, some of which have been 
successfully awarded. Notably, a couple of patents 
on “Biosensor Device and Methods,” resulting 
from collaborative work with Victoria University of 
Wellington, New Zealand, have been published in the 
US Patent Directory.

The World Bank-funded AHEAD Operation 
Grants (ELTA-ELSE) awarded to the faculty and the 
Departments of Chemistry, Physics, and Zoology 
have led to significant advancements. As a result of 
these grants, the premises of the Incubation Cell, 
the Research Centre of Excellence, and the Social 
Welfare Centre have been refurbished within the 

faculty. Seminar halls with smart learning amenities 
have been established in the departments, and several 
well-equipped laboratories have been established or 
refurbished. Of particular note is the construction 
of a four-storey, state-of-the-art building for the 
Department of Computer Science, with an estimated 
current value of over 700 million rupees. This 
achievement is the culmination of three decades of 
dedicated efforts by the department staff in writing 
and submitting various proposals to funding agencies.

8.0 Contribution to the Development of the 
University and Outreach Activities 

The faculty staff have actively contributed to the 
broader university community since the university’s 
inception, consistently holding key university-level 
positions. These roles include Vice-Chancellor, 
Senate Representative to the Council, Director of the 
Centre for Quality Assurance, Director of the Career 
Guidance Unit, Director of University Business 
Linkages, Director of the International Collaboration 
Unit, Director of the Staff Development Centre, 
Alumni Officer, Director of the Operational Technical 
Secretariat for World Bank-funded projects, Director 
of Student Welfare, and Proctor. Their involvement 
has spanned many years, demonstrating a strong 
commitment to the university’s growth and success.

The faculty has also organised numerous outreach 
activities for school students and the general public 
through various projects. Importantly, the Centre for 
Science Education of the faculty in collaboration 
with the Jaffna Science Association conducted 
a series of preparatory sessions for Science and 
Technology stream students who sit GCE (A/L) 
examinations in the Northern and Eastern Provinces 
with the dedicated services of the senior academic 
staff. Over 1300 GCE (A/L) Science stream students 
benefited from these sessions conducted district-
wise. The Department of Zoology offers a certificate 
course in Molecular Biology Laboratory Techniques 
specifically designed for non-university entrants. 
Further a competition on clean energy technologies 
based on innovative prototype model development 
was conducted among the school students in the 
Northern province to promote STEM education. The 
Department of Computer Science through the IEEE 
Student Branch at the University of Jaffna has obtained 
multiple grants to advance STEM education and has 
hosted numerous workshops on IoT and Robotics. 
The staff members from the faculty reach out to the 
needs of the community by providing training, acting 
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Bank,  The World Bank (IRQUE, HETC and AHEAD)
Projects, the Norwegian Directorate for Higher 
Education and Skills, and the Royal Norwegian 
Embassy. These grants were obtained through 
applications submitted in collaboration with national 
and international partners. Additionally, senior 
academics have successfully secured research funding 
from professional entities like IEEE and major global 
technology companies such as Google, further 
promoting a research-oriented culture and supporting 
various student activities.

These grants have been instrumental in establishing 
several state-of-the-art research laboratories equipped 
with sophisticated research tools, including the 
Spectroscopy Laboratory, the Nanoscience Research 
Laboratory, the Clean Energy Research Laboratory 
(CERL), the Laboratory for Energy Conversion 
and Storage (LECS), the Material Science Research 
Laboratory, and the Centre for Research in Entomology. 
These efforts have been recognised with prestigious 
national awards, such as the President’s Award for 
Outstanding Scientific Research Publications, the 
CVCD Excellence Award for the Most Outstanding 
Young Researcher in Physical Sciences, the Young 
Scientist Award, the CSSL Researcher of the Year, 
the National Science Foundation Research Award, 
and the SUSRED (Support Scheme for Supervision 
of Research Degrees) Award, among others. Several 
staff members have also filed national research and 
technology-based patents, some of which have been 
successfully awarded. Notably, a couple of patents 
on “Biosensor Device and Methods,” resulting 
from collaborative work with Victoria University of 
Wellington, New Zealand, have been published in the 
US Patent Directory.

The World Bank-funded AHEAD Operation 
Grants (ELTA-ELSE) awarded to the faculty and the 
Departments of Chemistry, Physics, and Zoology 
have led to significant advancements. As a result of 
these grants, the premises of the Incubation Cell, 
the Research Centre of Excellence, and the Social 
Welfare Centre have been refurbished within the 

faculty. Seminar halls with smart learning amenities 
have been established in the departments, and several 
well-equipped laboratories have been established or 
refurbished. Of particular note is the construction 
of a four-storey, state-of-the-art building for the 
Department of Computer Science, with an estimated 
current value of over 700 million rupees. This 
achievement is the culmination of three decades of 
dedicated efforts by the department staff in writing 
and submitting various proposals to funding agencies.

8.0 Contribution to the Development of the 
University and Outreach Activities 

The faculty staff have actively contributed to the 
broader university community since the university’s 
inception, consistently holding key university-level 
positions. These roles include Vice-Chancellor, 
Senate Representative to the Council, Director of the 
Centre for Quality Assurance, Director of the Career 
Guidance Unit, Director of University Business 
Linkages, Director of the International Collaboration 
Unit, Director of the Staff Development Centre, 
Alumni Officer, Director of the Operational Technical 
Secretariat for World Bank-funded projects, Director 
of Student Welfare, and Proctor. Their involvement 
has spanned many years, demonstrating a strong 
commitment to the university’s growth and success.

The faculty has also organised numerous outreach 
activities for school students and the general public 
through various projects. Importantly, the Centre for 
Science Education of the faculty in collaboration 
with the Jaffna Science Association conducted 
a series of preparatory sessions for Science and 
Technology stream students who sit GCE (A/L) 
examinations in the Northern and Eastern Provinces 
with the dedicated services of the senior academic 
staff. Over 1300 GCE (A/L) Science stream students 
benefited from these sessions conducted district-
wise. The Department of Zoology offers a certificate 
course in Molecular Biology Laboratory Techniques 
specifically designed for non-university entrants. 
Further a competition on clean energy technologies 
based on innovative prototype model development 
was conducted among the school students in the 
Northern province to promote STEM education. The 
Department of Computer Science through the IEEE 
Student Branch at the University of Jaffna has obtained 
multiple grants to advance STEM education and has 
hosted numerous workshops on IoT and Robotics. 
The staff members from the faculty reach out to the 
needs of the community by providing training, acting 
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as consultants in development projects, contributing 
to regional and national-level steering committees, 
developing and implementing community-level 
projects to enhance the viability of the region. 
Department of Fisheries seriously focuses on outreach 
activities such as monitoring marine environments 
and fisheries ecosystems, beach pollution analysis, 
climate change impacts through satellite monitoring, 
imparting scientific knowledge in formulating 
fisheries regulation etc. and therefore fostering skills 
to broaden livelihood opportunities and increase 
resilience to future challenges. 

By integrating research and community outreach, 
the departments demonstrate there commitment 
to using scientific advancements for practical 
applications that benefit both the environment and 
the local community.

9.0 Future Development Plans

The Faculty is renowned for producing highly 
competent graduates and postgraduates and is on a 
continuous path of growth and advancement, driven 
by a clear vision and strategic initiatives aligned with 
its mission and goals. Key areas of focus include:

●	 Developing Infrastructure for the Department 
of Fisheries: All departments, except the 
Department of Fisheries, have buildings to support 
effective teaching, practical, research, and outreach 
activities. Apart from the significant achievements 
in research, awards, and international training 
opportunities, the Department of Fisheries 
continues to face challenges due to a lack of 
centralized infrastructure. The scattered locations 
in five different places in and outside the faculty 
premises, limited lecture halls and laboratory 
spaces have restricted the student intake for 
the degree program, with a maximum of 40 
students per batch. A land has been allocated 
for constructing a four-storey building near the 
Dean’s office and the department is actively 
seeking financial assistance.

●	 Enhancing Teaching and Learning: Innovation 
in teaching methods and curriculum design is a 
top priority. The faculty is dedicated to creating 
dynamic, student-centred learning environments 
that prepare graduates to meet future challenges. 
By integrating the latest educational technologies 
and methodologies, the faculty aims to equip 
students with the skills and knowledge needed 
to excel in their careers and make meaningful 

contributions to society. To enhance the faculty’s 
recognition on an international scale, the Faculty 
of Science Alumni Association has initiated 
efforts to secure accreditation from the esteemed 
Royal Society of Biology for Biological Science 
degree programmes. This initiative aims to ensure 
that the programmes meet the highest global 
standards of excellence in biological education, 
thereby increasing the credibility and value of the 
degrees offered. Achieving this accreditation will 
not only strengthen the international reputation 
of the Faculty of Science but also open up greater 
opportunities for graduates in the global job 
market and academia.

●	 Expanding Research Capabilities: The faculty 
is committed to securing additional funding to 
bolster its research efforts, including upgrading 
and modernising laboratory facilities to support 
cutting-edge research and foster innovation in 
areas such as modeling, biophysics, quantum 
optics, artificial intelligence, bionics and the 
application of omics technologies to resolve 
biological problems.

●	 Strengthening Partnerships: Building stronger 
research collaborations with academic institutions, 
industry, and community organizations is 
crucial for expanding research opportunities 
and enhancing public engagement. The Faculty 
plans to establish new partnerships and reinforce 
existing ones, creating a robust network of 
collaborators that will facilitate interdisciplinary 
research and community-based projects.

●	 Introducing new  BScHons  degree progra 
-mmes: The faculty is in the process of revamping 
the structure and syllabi for the BScHons 
(ScienceEdu) . The Department of Computer 
Science is in the process of commencing 
two additional degree programmes namely, 
BScHons (Artificial Intelligence) and BScHons 
(Cybersecurity). A new BScHons in Molecular 
Biology degree programme  is in the pipeline. 

●	 C o m m e n c i n g  P o s t g r a d u a t e   d e g re e 
programmes: The faculty staff coordinate the 
MSc degree programmes in Environmental 
Management and Clean Energy Technologies. 
The Department of Computer Science has already 
developed the structure and syllabi to commence 
Master of Computer Science (MCS) and Master of 
Science in Computer Science (MSc (CS)) degree 
programmes. The Department of Zoology has 
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developed the structure and syllabi to commence a 
Master of Science in Applied Entomology degree 
programme.

●	 Supporting Faculty and Students: The Faculty 
recognises the importance of investing in its faculty 
and students. Efforts will be made to provide 
more professional development opportunities 
for faculty, ensuring they remain at the forefront 
in their fields. Additionally, increasing level 

of support for student research and career 
development is a priority, with initiatives designed 
to foster a research-intensive environment and 
provide students with the necessary resources and 
mentorship needed for success.

The faculty also deeply appreciates the dedication 
of its staff, whose commitment has driven the 
development of the faculty over five decades despite 
various challenges.

10.0  Deans of the Faculty of Science  from 1974 

Over the past five decades, the Faculty of Science at the University of Jaffna has been guided by a succession of 
distinguished deans whose leadership has been instrumental in its growth and success. Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy 
(October 1974 - January 1977) served as the founder dean, laying a solid foundation for the faculty’s future 
endeavors. He was succeeded by Prof. K. Kunaratnam (January 1977 - May 1978), who continued to build upon 
this groundwork. Prof. V. Tharmaratnam (June 1978 - December 1984) then took the helm, followed by Prof. K. 
Kunaratnam in his second term (January 1985 - March 1988). Leadership was subsequently assumed by Prof. 
V. K. Ganeshalingam (April 1988 - February 1991), succeeded by Prof. S. Mageswaran (March 1991 - October 
1996). Prof. Ganeshalingam returned for a second term (November 1996 - November 1999), after which Prof. R. 
Kumaravadivel (November 1999 - July 2010) led the faculty through a decade of significant growth. Following 
him, Prof. K. Kandasamy (July 2010 - July 2013) took over the leadership, succeeded by Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah 
(July 2013 - July 2016). Prof. R. Vigneswaran (July 2016 - April 2017) then assumed the role, followed by Prof. 
J. P. Jeyadevan (May 2017 - May 2020). The faculty is currently headed by Senior Professor P. Ravirajan, who 
has been leading since June 2020.  Each of these leaders has played a pivotal role in steering the faculty toward 
academic excellence and research innovation, leaving an indelible mark on its history.
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“I seem to have been only like a boy playing on the seashore and 
diverting myself in now and then finding a smoother pebble or a 
prettier shell than ordinary, whilst the great ocean of truth lay all 

undiscovered before me.” - Isaac Newton (1642-1727)
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 y Foundation and Establishment: In 1975, the 
undergraduate programme was shifted from Jaffna 
College to Jaffna Campus. Mr. A. Sivapalan, 
an assistant lecturer, was appointed as the first 
Head of the Department of Botany. He was 
later joined by another assistant lecturer, Mr. K. 
Arumuganathan, marking the beginning of the 
department’s permanent academic staff.

 y In 1978, Prof. K. Theivendirarajah was appointed 
as the Professor of Botany and Head of the 
Department. The following year, Dr. S. Kandiah 
joined the department. During this period, the 
Special Degree in Botany was introduced, and in 
1986, the first postgraduate degree programme 
was established. The initial PhD programme 
was launched with supervision from Prof. K. 
Theivendirarajah and Prof. Ola Skold of the 
University of Uppsala, Sweden. This collaboration 
was supported by SAREC.

Evolution and Growth: Significant milestones, 
changes, and developments 

Year Memorable Event

1980 The Special Degree in Botany was intro-
duced.

1986
A full-time postgraduate degree, the Master 
of Science in Plant Physiology and Horticul-
ture was introduced.

1990 A Diploma in Applied Microbiology (self-fi-
nanced course) was introduced.

1991 The Special Degree in Botany was discontinued 
due to a shortage of staff.

1999 The Special Degree in Botany was restarted.

2000 Renovation of Plant Tissue Culture Laboratory

2004 The foundation for Natural Science Block II 
was laid.

2006 A portion of the Advanced Laboratory was 
reserved for the Molecular Biology Laboratory.

2006 Postgraduate research activities were resumed.

2013 The Biological Society (BIOSOC) was 
reactivated 

2014
Curriculum revisions were made.

Natural Science Block II was opened

2018
Renovation of Natural Science Block I was 
completed. 

Academic Programmes and Offerings: The Department 
of Botany offers course units for the Bachelor of 
Science Degree and the Honours Degree in Botany 
(formerly known as the Special Degree in Botany). 
A modularised credit value system was introduced 
in 2004. Subsequently, major curriculum revisions 
were made at all levels in 2014 and 2015. In 2015, 
a new degree programme, the Honours Degree in 
Applied Science (Botany), was launched. Currently, 
the department is collaborating with the Department of  
Zoology to initiate an Honours Degree in Molecular 
Biology and Biotechnology.

Department of Botany
University of Jaffna

Key Figures and Contributions: 

Name of the 
Contributor Contribution to Teaching/Research/Administration

Prof. K. 
Theivendirarajah

Professor Theivendirarajah played a pivotal role in establishing graduate studies within the Faculty 

of Science. He supervised two PhD and four MPhil students. His contributions to genetics and 

microbiology included numerous studies on the microbiology of palm juice fermentation, culminating 

in his 2008 book, Palmyrah Palm – A Monograph.

Professor Theivendirarajah’s leadership in the Department of Botany at the University of Jaffna was 

characterised by notable academic and administrative achievements.
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Prof. S. Kandiah

The late Prof. S. Kandiah had a long and distinguished research and academic career. In 1978, he 
joined the Department of Botany as a Senior Lecturer and served as the Head of the Department from 
1986 to 1989. He was later promoted to Associate Professor in Botany. An expert in crop physiology, 
Prof. Kandiah utilized his extensive experience to experiment with new techniques tailored to the 
needs of the region. He was particularly involved in research aimed at developing the full potential 
of the Palmyra palm, in collaboration with the Palmyra Development Board.

Dr. A. Sivapalan
The late Dr. A. Sivapalan began his academic career as the first Head of the Department of Botany, 
serving from 1974 to 1977. Renowned for his exceptional teaching skills, particularly in Plant 
Pathology, Dr. A. Sivapalan laid a strong foundation for future scientific activities at the Department 
of Botany, University of Jaffna. He authored numerous publications in collaboration with esteemed 
researchers both locally and internationally.

Research and Scholarship:

Professional Recognition/Award/Prize/Certificate/Fellowship received

Name of Award Holder Name of Award Awarding Agency Year
Prof. K. Theivendirarajah Commonwealth Fellow University of Cambridge 1978-1979

Mrs. N. Ravimannan JNCASR-COSTED Fellowship CFTRI, Mysore 2000
Prof. E. C. Jeyaseelan Commonwealth Scholarship Commonwealth Scholar-

ship Commission, UK 2012 -2016

Prof. P. Sevvel PhD Studentship Award

Award for outstanding poster presen-
tation

Queen’s University of 
Belfast, UK.

IBMBB, Colombo

2004-2008

2010
Dr. (Mrs.) G. Rajkumar Outstanding poster presentation award 

at the international conference on fron-
tiers in molecular life sciences.
Encouragement award
IRRC28 travel grant award:

IBMBB, Colombo

UGC, Sri Lanka

Scientific committee of 
the international congress 

2009

2014

2010

Research Interests and Publications

Name of Staff No. of Journal Publications in 
Relevant Research Areas
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Prof. K. Theivendirarajah 13 02 04 - 06 - 08

Dr. A. Sivapalan - 04 - - - - 04

Prof. E. C. Jeyaseelan - 11 - - 14 - 02

Dr. (Mrs.) T.C. Jeyaseelan - 05 - - 09 - -

Prof. P. Sevvel - - - 04 - - -

Ms. N. Ravimannan 01 - - - - - -
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Books/Reports/Book Chapters/General Articles, etc. 

Title Name of Author(s) Publisher Year of  
Publication

Trees of Sri Lanka P. Sevvel and  
N. Ravimannan Andra publishers 2019

Foodborne diseases and food safety K. Niranjan Harikanan Pvt Ltd 2016
Plant Cell biology: Fundamentals E.C. Jeyaseelan Andra publishers 2022
Plant pathology E.C. Jeyaseelan Sangeetha publishers 2022
Book Chapter: Brinjal (Eggplant) in 
Viral Diseases of Field and 
Horticultural Crops

T.C. Jeyaseelan
E.C. Jeyaseelan

Academic Press, Elsevier 2024

Principal weeds of Sri Lanka N. Ravimannan Lalitha graphics 2004
Spices N. Ravimannan Saravanah press 2004

Palmyrah (Borassus flabellifer ) 
Nature’s gift for life

D.  Asiri Nisansala ,  
G. Piraveena and  
R. Kapilan 

Aarani publishers 2021

Molecular Biology A practical Manual Ranganathan Kapilan Aarani publishers 2019

Molecular Biology and Genetics Ranganathan Kapilan Biranavi publishers 2018

 Plant Tissue Culture R Kapilan and U Mekala Aarani publishers 2018

Transgenic plant - A Practical Approach Ranganathan Kapilan Aarani publishers 2018

Biology of Cell  Ranganathan Kapilan Aarani publishers 2016

Biostatistics for Biological Science Ranganathan Kapilan Aarani publishers 2016

Plant aquaporins Ranganathan Kapilan Aarani publishers 2015

Fungal Aquaporins Ranganathan Kapilan Aarani publishers 2015

Biostatistics Ranganathan Kapilan Smart publishers 2008

Applied Microbiology Ranganathan Kapilan Jeyasri publishers 2004

Biosystem technology
Grade 12 Text book

P. Sevvel and  
G. Thirukkumaran.

Educational Publication 
department, Ministry of 
Education

2012

Research Projects

Title of Project Investigator(s) Project Period Funding
Agency

Amount 
Million LKR

Study  on Latex composition and sap burn  
injury of different varieties of mangoes

Dr. (Ms.) N. 
Krishnapillai 2010 - 2011 NSF Grant 2.0

Studies on postharvest treatments of Willard and 
Karuthakolumban Mangoes  (Mangifera indica 
L.) in Jaffna.

Dr. (Ms.) N. 
Krishnapillai 2009 - 2011 NRC Grant 2.9

Molecular characterization of begomoviruses 
infecting okra varieties grown in different 
locations in Sri Lanka and development of 
effective and eco-friendly approaches for its 
management.

Dr. (Mrs.) T.C. 
Jeyaseelan 2015 UGC Grant 1.1
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Bioethanol production from marine alga Dr. A. Vengadaramana 
and Prof. R. Kapilan 2019

National 
Research 
Council of 
Sri Lanka

3.7

Identification and characterization of major 
pathogens in grape cultivation and improving 
the grape production by managing major dis-
eases through ecofriendly control measure

Prof. E. C. Jeyaseelan 2021

National 
Research 
Council of 
Sri Lanka

5.0

Research Collaborations

Name of Staff Collaborating  
Institution

Prof. P. Sevvel and Prof. A.C. Thavaranjit National water supply and drainage board

Prof. E.C. Jeyaseelan Palmyra Research Institute, Sri Lanka

Challenges:

The department experienced significant growth in 
teaching and research during its early years, reaching 
its peak in the late 1980s. However, the civil war led to 
the migration or departure of nearly all prominent staff 
members, creating a severe shortage of faculty and 
temporarily halting special degree programs. During this 
period, the department also lost some of its infrastructural 
facilities. For over six years, the department was 
administered by the Dean of Science or staff from other 
departments. In response, young probationary staff 
members were recruited urgently, and were required 
to complete their postgraduate studies swiftly and took 
on the task of revitalizing the department. Despite 
numerous challenges, the department has continued to 
make substantial contributions to teaching, research, 
and outreach activities.

Future Directions:

The department accommodates approximately 100 
students annually for the Bachelor of Science degree, 
15 to 20 students pursuing Honours Degrees, and 4 
to 6 postgraduate research students. Additionally, 

undergraduate research students from other departments 
and faculties also utilize the department’s facilities for 
their research projects.The Department of Botany is 
well-equipped with substantial infrastructure, including 
two large laboratories for undergraduate practicals, 
specialized research labs for both undergraduate and 
postgraduate students, and field-specific facilities 
such as Molecular Biology, Microbiology, and Tissue 
Culture labs. Additionally, the department boasts its 
own library, herbarium collection, and a garden with 
a glasshouse. Recently, the Molecular Biology lab has 
been furnished with new equipment funded by staff 
grants and departmental allocations. However, some 
laboratories still face challenges due to insufficient 
funds for equipment, such as spectrophotometers, air 
conditioners for the Molecular Biology and Tissue 
Culture labs, and advanced microscopes. To address 
these issues, future upgrades are planned, contingent on 
securing funds from various sources. The department 
also aims to enhance its research capabilities through 
collaborative projects with national and international 
institutions. Furthermore, a herbal garden, initiated with 
the help of BIOSOC, now features over 50 medicinal 
plants, with ongoing efforts to label them appropriately.
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Heads of the Department of Botany since 1975 

Dr. A. Sivapalan
1975 - 1977

K. Theivendirarajah
1978 -1986
1989 - 1991

Dr. S. Kandiah 
1986-1989

Mrs. A. P. Arudchandran
1991 - 1992

Prof. K. Chitravadivelu
1992 - 1996
1997 - 1998

Prof.  K.  Ganeshalingam
1996 - 1997

Prof.  R.  Kumaravadivel 
1997

Mrs. N. Ravimannan
1998 - April 2011

Mrs. K. Niranjan
May 2011 - May 2017

Prof. P. Sevvel
May 2017 - 

August 2020

Prof. R. Kapilan
August 2020 - 
October 2022

 

Prof.  E. C.  Jeyaseelan
October 2022 to date
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Mr. P.T.J. Jashothan
Staff Technical Officer                                                                                        

Mr. T. Jalagoban
Technical Officer                                                                                        

                                                                                  

Mr. K. Kirubananthan
Laboratory Attendant                       

Mr. A.N. Jeevanarajah    
Staff Technical Officer

Mr. K. Pushpartnam
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. K. Suren   
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. K. Jeyakumar
Staff Technical Officer  

Mr. B. Ragulan
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. T.K. Jeyakumar
Works Aide

Ms. M. Sivabalasunthar
Staff Technical Officer                                                                                        

Mr. K. Vijayakumar
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. A. Vijenthiran
Works Aide

Support Staff
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1. Foundation and Establishment

The Department of Chemistry of the then Jaffna 
Campus of University of Sri Lanka was founded 
by taking over  the Undergraduate  Sect ion 
of Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai and absorbing 
three of its staff members, two Assistant Lecturers  
(Mr. K. Kumaraswamy and Mr. S. Kandiah) and one 
Laboratory Attendant (Mr. S. Selvarajah), in October 
1974. Dr. S. Mageswaran joined the Department 
of Chemistry as the Founding Head on 19 May 
1975, after serving at the then Peradeniya Campus 
of University of Sri Lanka from 1966-1975. The 
Department of Chemistry was functioning at the Jaffna 
College, Vaddukoddai from 1975 to 1978 with limited 
physical resources, such as inadequate laboratory 
space, lack of necessary equipment and consumables 
(glassware and chemicals) and scarce gas supply as 
well as inadequacy in the provision of staff cadres. 

2. Evolution and Growth

In 1978, the Department of Chemistry was shifted 
to its present location at the Thirunelvely premises 
and was temporarily housed in the Natural Science 
Block. The shifting of the department eased the space 
problem to a certain extent, but not completely. The 
department functioned in make-shift laboratories in 
the Natural Science Block and Physics Block without 
the basic facilities like fume hoods, rooms for keeping 
the instruments and storing chemicals and staff rooms. 
Construction of the Chemistry Block commenced 
in January 1980. The Department of Chemistry was 
shifted to the Chemistry Block in 1984 soon after the 
completion of the ground floor of the building. The 
department lost one of its dedicated staff members, 
Mr. M. Ariyaratnam (Staff Technical Officer) on 27 
October 1987. In addition to his untimely demise due 
to shelling, the department suffered heavy damage to 
the Chemistry Block and loss of properties as a result 
of the turmoil in the region from October-December 
1987. Many equipment, glassware and furniture were 
either lost or damaged beyond repair and certain 
portions of the Chemistry Block were destroyed as a 

result of shelling and bombing. Hence, the following 
year was a period for repairs and rehabilitation to 
the department. The Chemistry Block was handed 
over to the department in late 1988 after repairing 
the destroyed portions of the Chemistry Block and 
completing the balance construction work of the 
building. The Department of Chemistry recommenced 
its functions in the same year in the Chemistry Block, 
the building with state of the art lecture halls and 
laboratories. The Chemistry Block was again severely 
damaged during the mass exodus from 1995-1996 
and almost all the office and laboratory equipment, 
glassware, chemicals, books and many official records 
were lost. While the department was slowly restoring 
its activities on return of the staff members after 1996, 
Professor S. Mageswaran (the founding Head of the 
Department of Chemistry) died on 2 February 1998 
due to illness. His untimely demise was an irreparable 
loss to the department and in recognition of his 
dedicated service the Chemistry Block was named as 
“Mageswaran Block” on 28 March 1998 and memorial 
lectures have been organised annually since 1999.

During the millennium era, the Department of 
Chemistry benefitted from three mega projects of the 
World Bank, namely IRQUE project, HETC project 
and AHEAD Operation. In 2005, a competitive 
Quality Enhancement Fund (QEF) of Rs. 77.3 
Million was awarded to study programmes in the 
physical science stream under the IRQUE project. 
In 2012, another competitive Quality and Innovation 
Grant (QIG) of Rs. 50 Million was won by the study 
programmes in the physical science stream under 
the HETC project. In 2019, the Department of 
Chemistry secured Rs. 15 Million funding through 
Enriching Learning, Teaching, Assessment and 
English Language Skills Enhancement Development 
Project (ELTA-ELSE DP) under the AHEAD 
Operation. In addition, the department benefitted 
from the ELTA-ELSE DP awarded to the Faculty 
of Science and the Development Oriented Research 
(DOR) grant awarded to the research team headed by  

Department of Chemistry
University of Jaffna
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Prof. K. Vignarooban, Department of Physics. The 
above projects immensely helped the department 
to enrich the teaching-learning and assessment 
processes; improve the learning resources and student 
support services; uplift the soft and hard skills of 
students; and enhance research, innovation and 
community engagement.

3. Strength and Quality of Staff

The Department of Chemistry commenced its 

academic journey in 1975 under the able leadership 
of Dr. S. Mageswaran. The history of recruitment 
of academics and their periods of service at the 
Department of Chemistry highlights the department’s 
commitment to academic excellence and its continuous 
efforts to attract and retain a diverse and talented pool 
of academics, despite the challenges of brain drain due 
to the civil unrest that prevailed until 2009. 

Name
From To

Designation Year Year Designation

K. Kumaraswamy Assistant Lecturer October 1974 1978 Assistant Lecturer

S. Kandiah Assistant Lecturer October 1974 July 1990 Lecturer

S. Mageswaran Lecturer May 1975 February 1998 Senior Professor of 
Chemistry

R. Mageswaran Lecturer April 1976 September 2010 Senior Professor of 
Inorganic Chemistry

V. Pasupathy Lecturer July 1978 April 1989 Senior Lecturer

P. Thurairajan Professor of Chemistry August 1978 1979 Professor of Chemistry 

V. Manivannan Assistant Lecturer 1979 1984 Assistant Lecturer

V. Sridharan Assistant Lecturer 1979 1984 Assistant Lecturer

S. Karunanithy Assistant Lecturer 1979 1984 Assistant Lecturer

V. Panchalingam Assistant Lecturer 1979 1984 Assistant Lecturer

V. Balakrishnan Assistant Lecturer 1979 1984 Assistant Lecturer

N. Sivapalan 
Assistant Lecturer
Senior Lecturer

November 1980 
February 2007

June 2003
October 2022

Senior Lecturer
Senior Lecturer

M. V. Jesudason Senior Lecturer 1981 1986 Senior Lecturer

V. Arkley Senior Lecturer 1981 1984 Senior Lecturer

K. Somasundaram Assistant Lecturer November 1982 December 1996 Senior Lecturer

S. Sathiyabalan 
(nee S. Sivapalan)

Assistant Lecturer September 1985 1996 Senior Lecturer

R. Rajaratnam Assistant Lecturer 1985 1988 Assistant lecturer

T. J. Lewis Assistant Lecturer 1985 1988 Assistant Lecturer

S. Mohanadas Senior Lecturer June 1986 May 1990 Senior Lecturer

S. Saminathan Assistant Lecturer April 1989 September 1999 Senior Lecturer

J. Ratnam Assistant Lecturer April 1989 1993 Assistant Lecturer

M. A. Gnanarajan Assistant Lecturer April 1989 1995 Senior Lecturer

T. Ravishanker Assistant Lecturer January 1990 March 1996 Lecturer (Prob)

J. Nadarajah Assistant Lecturer May 1991 November 1995 Assistant Lecturer 

S. Muhunthan Assistant Lecturer May 1991 August 1996 Lecturer (Prob)

T. Sothyruban Lecturer (Prob) November 1993 November 2001 Lecturer (Prob)

K. Ponnampalam Lecturer (Prob) November 1993 August 1998 Lecturer 

V. Sarveswaran Lecturer (Prob) November 1993 August 1998 Lecturer 

M. Senthilnanthanan Lecturer (Prob) October 1994 To date Professor of Chemistry
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S. Sangaralingam Lecturer (Prob) October 1994 April 1999 Lecturer (Prob)

N. Arumugam Lecturer (Prob) October 1994 May 1997 Lecturer (Prob)

R. Srikaran Lecturer (Prob) December 1996 To date Professor

R. Prabaharan Lecturer (Prob) December 1996 December 2002 Lecturer (Prob)

J. P. Jeyadevan Lecturer (Prob) December 1997 To date Professor

S. Somasundaram Lecturer (Prob) December 1997 July 2002 Lecturer

K. Arulraj Lecturer (Prob) June 1998 February 2004 Lecturer (Prob)

T. Manoranjan Lecturer (Prob) October 1999 To date Senior Lecturer

J. Prabagar 
(nee J. Thiyagarajah)

Lecturer (Prob) March 2001 To date Senior Lecturer 

A. Ragavan Lecturer (Prob) March 2001 October 2007 Lecturer (Prob)

N. Kuganathan Lecturer (Prob) September 2002 November 2008 Lecturer (Prob)

P. Iyngaran Lecturer (Prob) October 2002 To date Professor

P. Abiman Lecturer (Prob) October 2002 To date Professor

K. Velauthamurty Lecturer (Prob) April 2005 To date Professor 

M. Anushya Lecturer (Prob) April 2005 May 2006 Lecturer (Prob)

G. Sashikesh Lecturer (Prob) August 2007 To date Professor 

S. Rathiga Lecturer (Prob) November 2008 To date Senior Lecturer

S. Yohi 
(nee S. Rasalingam) Lecturer (Prob) May 2010 To date Senior Lecturer

S. Selvakumar 
(nee S.Nagenthiran) Lecturer (Prob) May 2010 To date Senior Lecturer

A. Manjceevan Lecturer (Prob) August 2020 To date Senior Lecturer

R. Praveena Lecturer (Prob) February 2022 June 2023 Lecturer (Prob)

S. Raveena Lecturer (Prob) February 2022 April 2023 Lecturer (Prob)

At this juncture, it is noteworthy to mention the 
invaluable assistance extended by the dedicated 
non-academics (listed below) and academic 
support staff for the smooth operation of the 

department. These individuals have played 
a crucial role in maintaining a conducive 
environment in the department for academic, 
research and outreach activities.

Name
From To

Designation Year Year Designation

S. Selvarajah Laboratory Attendant October 1974 October 2003 Staff Technical Officer

K. Karunanantharajah Technical Officer June 1975 August 2003 Senior Staff
Technical Officer

P. Jeyaratnam Laboratory Attendant July 1976 November 2008 Staff Technical Officer

S. Pathmanathan Laboratory Attendant 1976 1978 Laboratory Attendant

M. Yogendran Laboratory Attendant 1976 2012 Laboratory Attendant

P. Paranthaman Technical Officer 1977 1978 Technical Officer

M. Mahaluxmy Clerk 1977 1978 Clerk

J. C. Edward Technical Officer 1977 1978 Technical Officer

M. Ariyaratnam Technical Officer 1977 1987 Staff Technical Officer

A. Selvaratnam Laboratory Attendant December 1978 March 2010 Laboratory Attendant
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N. Selvasingam Laboratory Attendant March 1983 March 2017 Laboratory Attendant

S. Chandrasegaram Laboratory Attendant July 1983 November 2014 Laboratory Attendant

I. Navaratnarajah Laboratory Attendant January 1984 May 2010 Laboratory Attendant

K. Kumarathasan Technical Officer April 1984 December 1998 Technical Officer 

N. Gnanakumaran Laboratory  Technician June 1984 1997 Technical Officer

N. Nagenthiran Labourer (Temp) September 1985 June 1998 Labourer 

K. Baskaran Laboratory Attendant 1978 1987 Laboratory Attendant

 N. Vijayaratnam Laboratory Attendant February 1989 January 2014 Laboratory Attendant

A. Lakshman Technical Officer February 1990 To date Staff Technical Officer

R.Gnanakumaran Clerk May 1991 1997 Clerk

P. Uthayakumar Labourer May 1993 December 2021 Labourer

A. Thaneeswaran Laboratory Attendant November 1993 August 2023 Laboratory Attendant

S. Nanthakumar Laboratory Attendant November 1993 February 2024 Laboratory Attendant

P. Saravanapavananthan Laboratory Attendant November 1994 July 2006 Technical Officer

K. V. Raveenthirarajah Technical Officer May 1997 June 2013 Technical Officer

A. Thanikasalam Labourer July 1998 November 1999 Labourer

M. Mukunthakumar Technical Officer August 1998 February 2009 Technical Officer

S. Sivalingam Labourer August 1999 May 2023 Labourer

S. Sabaratnam Clerk September 1999 January 2008 Senior Staff Assistant 

A. Thabesan Technical Officer December 2004 To date Staff
Technical Officer 

N. Nayantha Technical Officer December 2004 To date Staff Technical Officer 

M. Velauthampillai Laboratory Attendant July 2007 March 2008 Laboratory Attendant

S. Umamageswary Computer Applica-
tions Assistant April 2009 April 2013 Computer Applications 

Assistant
S. Satheesan Technical Officer November 2009 To date Technical Officer 

A. Saijuchijan Laboratory Attendant October 2011 January 2016 Technical Officer 

G. Kasippillai Technical Officer October 2011 January 2019 Technical Officer 

P. Pewton Computer Applica-
tions Assistant April 2014 June 2018 Computer Applications 

Assistant
V. Thanushan Labourer November 2014 June 2015 Labourer

P. Vijendran Labourer November 2014 June 2015 Labourer

G. Senthilnathan Technical Officer June 2015 To date Technical Officer 

K. Aravinth Laboratory Attendant June 2015 To date Laboratory Attendant

R. Kartheepan Laboratory Attendant June 2015 March 2021 Technical Officer 

K. Ithayakumaran Laboratory Attendant June 2015 To date Technical Officer 

W.J. Abiyooth Laboratory Attendant June 2015 To date Laboratory Attendant

R. Arunpirasath Laboratory Attendant June 2015 To date Laboratory Attendant

S. Thivas Laboratory Attendant May 2017 To date Laboratory Attendant

M. Chithirangan Management Assistant June 2018 To date Management Assistant

N. Manoranjan Laboratory Attendant September 2018 November 2021 Technical Officer 

R. Senthooran Technical Officer February 2020 To date Technical Officer 
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T. Kogularaj Laboratory Attendant August 2021 To date Laboratory Attendant

M. Sasikaran Laboratory Attendant May 2023 To date Laboratory Attendant

S. Thaneshan Laboratory Attendant May 2023 To date Laboratory Attendant

E. Donaldon Laboratory Attendant May 2023 To date Laboratory Attendant

At this juncture, it is noteworthy to mention the 
invaluable assistance extended by the dedicated non-
academics and academic support staff for the smooth 
operation of the department. These individuals have 
played a crucial role in maintaining a conducive 
environment in the department for academic, research 
and outreach activities.

4. Academic Programmes  

In 1975, the University Grants Commission sent the 
first batch of students to the Faculty of Science to 
undertake the BSc study programme with Chemistry 
as one of the subjects. The curriculum consisted of 
course units and the students were assessed at the end 
of each academic year. Only 27 students were allowed 
to offer Chemistry in the first batch due to the acute 
shortage of physical resources, such as laboratory 
space, necessary equipment and consumables 
(glassware and chemicals) and inadequate gas supply 
at the Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai. The BSc with 
specialisation in Chemistry degree programme was 
introduced in 1977 and only five out of the 27 students 
in the first batch were selected. In 1985, the structure 
of degree programmes saw a transformation with 
the introduction of the semester system, prompting 
revisions in the curriculum, syllabus, and examination 
regulations. This shift was part of a broader trend 
towards modernization of the higher education system. 
By 1993, further curriculum updates were introduced. 
Subsequently, the Faculty of Science moved to a 
credit-valued modularized course unit system under 
the early 2000 reforms which brought flexibility and 
avenue to introduce principal subjects; core, elective, 
auxiliary and supplementary courses; inter-faculty 
courses; and facility for joint honours degrees, etc. 
During the above curriculum revisions, more attention 
was given to the structure of the degree programmes 
and evaluation processes in line with national and 
international trends. During the period from 2013-
2015, the Chemistry curriculum was revised with 
substantial improvements by incorporating modern 
laboratory-based investigations in practical courses 
and ICT based assignments to meet the ever-changing 

challenges of the job market and industries. In 2020, 
the curriculum of BScHons in Chemistry study 
programme was further updated by introducing action 
projects and industrial training. These efforts have 
significantly enhanced the educational experience of 
students.

Currently, the Department of Chemistry offers two 
4-year degree programmes, namely BScHons in 
Chemistry and BScHons in Applied Science degree 
programmes. Additionally, the department contributes 
to the 3-year BSc degree programme of the Faculty 
of Science by offering Chemistry as a subject. 
Initially, students are admitted by the University 
Grants Commission to follow the 3-year BSc study 
programme and if they have offered Chemistry as a 
subject in the first two years, they will be considered 
for the said two 4-year study programmes. The 
selection for BScHons in Chemistry study programme 
is done at the end of second year based on the students’ 
performance in the first four semesters. Similarly, 
students are selected to pursue BScHons in Applied 
Science study programme at the end of third year 
based on their performance in the first five semesters. 
The number of students enrolling to the BSc study 
programme has gradually increased over the years and 
at present a total of 350 students are offering Chemistry 
as a subject at BSc degree level; 25 students are 
pursuing BScHons in Chemistry study programme; 
and another 25 are following BScHons in Applied 
Science degree programme.

5. Contribution to Research and Scholarship

5.1 Research Interests

Since the inception of the Department of Chemistry, 
the staff members have been engaged in research 
activities in the fields of synthetic organic chemistry, 
natural products chemistry, analytical chemistry, 
physical organic chemistry and theoretical chemistry 
in spite of their heavy teaching workload and limited 
research facilities. The research focuses of the current 
staff members, resulting in scholarly publications in 
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high impact journals and contributing to the national 
development, are Natural Products, Nanomaterials and 
Energy Applications, Nanomaterials and Environment 
related  Applications, Hydrochemistry Materials, 
Macromolecular Chemistry, Medicinal Chemistry, 
Health related Research and Computational Chemistry 

5.2 Postgraduate Research Supervision / 
      Co-supervision by Current Staff Members

Prof. (Mrs.) M. Senthilnanthanan has supervised or 
co-supervised students for PhD, MPhil, and MSc 
degrees, having completed the supervision of three 
MPhil and four MSc students with one PhD, one 
MPhil, and one MSc students are currently reading 
for their degrees. Prof. J.P. Jeyadevan has successfully 
supervised one MPhil student. Prof. K. Velauthamurty 
has successfully supervised five MSc students and 
three MPhil students are currently reading for their 
degrees. Prof. P. Abiman successfully supervised one 
MPhil student. Prof. R. Srikaran has guided three 
MEd students to completion. Prof. G. Sashikesh has 
overseen the completion of three MSc students and 

two MPhil students are currently being guided by 
him. Prof. P. Iyngaran has successfully supervised one 
MPhil and one MSc students. Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar 
has guided two MSc students to completion and two 
MPhil students are currently being guided by her. Dr. 
(Mrs.) S. Yohi has supervised two MSc and one MPhil 
students and one PhD student is currently reading for 
her degree.

5.3 Research Collaborations

The department’s research capabilities have been 
significantly enhanced through collaborations with 
prestigious institutions worldwide. In the mid-1980s, 
Prof. (Mrs.) R. Mageswaran and Dr. M. V. Jesudason 
established collaborations with research scholars at 
the University of Liverpool and University of Leeds 
in the United Kingdom respectively. Presently, 
individual staff members have engaged in collaborative 
research with eminent scholars nationally as well as 
internationally. These partnerships have facilitated 
joint publications and resource sharing, significantly 
advancing the department’s research profile.

Name of Staff Name of Collaborator Collaborating Institution

Prof. (Mrs.) M. 
Senthilnanthanan

Prof. S. Vigneswaran
Prof. V. Dhayalan
Prof. Balraju Palanisamy
Dr. G.R.A. Kumara
Dr. S. Srivijendran 
Mr. S. Sarawanan

University of Technology Sydney, Australia
Western Norway University of Applied Sciences, 
Norway
Coimbatore Institute of Technology, India
National Institute of Fundamental Studies, Kandy
Palmyrah Research Institute, Jaffna
National Water Supply & Drainage Board, Jaffna

Prof. K. Velauthamurty Prof. R.M.G. Rajapaksae
Dr. S. Srivijendran 

University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya
Palmyrah Research Institute, Jaffna

Prof. P. Abiman Dr. N. Kuganathan Imperial College London, UK

Prof. R. Srikaran Prof. Alan C. Spivey
Prof. Muralee Murugesu

Imperial College, UK
University of Ottawa, Canada

Prof. G. Sashikesh

Dr. Nabanita Deb
Prof. Sayan Chatterjee
Dr. N. Kuganathan
Prof. T.P. Softley

Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science, 
India
Jadavpur University, India
Imperial College London, UK
University of Oxford, UK

Prof. P. Iyngaran Dr. N. Kuganathan Imperial College London, UK

Dr. T. Manoranjan Prof. Alexander Chroneos 
Dr. N. Kuganathan

University of Coventry, UK 
Imperial College London, UK

Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar

Dr. Uthpala Apekshani Jayawar-
dena
Dr. R.C.L. De Silva
Dr. S. Prabagar
Ms.Suganja Thuraisingam

Open University of Sri Lanka
University of Kelaniya, Kelaniya
Industrial Technology Institute, Colombo
Palmyrah Research Institute, Jaffna
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high impact journals and contributing to the national 
development, are Natural Products, Nanomaterials and 
Energy Applications, Nanomaterials and Environment 
related  Applications, Hydrochemistry Materials, 
Macromolecular Chemistry, Medicinal Chemistry, 
Health related Research and Computational Chemistry 

5.2 Postgraduate Research Supervision / 
      Co-supervision by Current Staff Members

Prof. (Mrs.) M. Senthilnanthanan has supervised or 
co-supervised students for PhD, MPhil, and MSc 
degrees, having completed the supervision of three 
MPhil and four MSc students with one PhD, one 
MPhil, and one MSc students are currently reading 
for their degrees. Prof. J.P. Jeyadevan has successfully 
supervised one MPhil student. Prof. K. Velauthamurty 
has successfully supervised five MSc students and 
three MPhil students are currently reading for their 
degrees. Prof. P. Abiman successfully supervised one 
MPhil student. Prof. R. Srikaran has guided three 
MEd students to completion. Prof. G. Sashikesh has 
overseen the completion of three MSc students and 

two MPhil students are currently being guided by 
him. Prof. P. Iyngaran has successfully supervised one 
MPhil and one MSc students. Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar 
has guided two MSc students to completion and two 
MPhil students are currently being guided by her. Dr. 
(Mrs.) S. Yohi has supervised two MSc and one MPhil 
students and one PhD student is currently reading for 
her degree.

5.3 Research Collaborations

The department’s research capabilities have been 
significantly enhanced through collaborations with 
prestigious institutions worldwide. In the mid-1980s, 
Prof. (Mrs.) R. Mageswaran and Dr. M. V. Jesudason 
established collaborations with research scholars at 
the University of Liverpool and University of Leeds 
in the United Kingdom respectively. Presently, 
individual staff members have engaged in collaborative 
research with eminent scholars nationally as well as 
internationally. These partnerships have facilitated 
joint publications and resource sharing, significantly 
advancing the department’s research profile.

Name of Staff Name of Collaborator Collaborating Institution

Prof. (Mrs.) M. 
Senthilnanthanan

Prof. S. Vigneswaran
Prof. V. Dhayalan
Prof. Balraju Palanisamy
Dr. G.R.A. Kumara
Dr. S. Srivijendran 
Mr. S. Sarawanan

University of Technology Sydney, Australia
Western Norway University of Applied Sciences, 
Norway
Coimbatore Institute of Technology, India
National Institute of Fundamental Studies, Kandy
Palmyrah Research Institute, Jaffna
National Water Supply & Drainage Board, Jaffna

Prof. K. Velauthamurty Prof. R.M.G. Rajapaksae
Dr. S. Srivijendran 

University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya
Palmyrah Research Institute, Jaffna

Prof. P. Abiman Dr. N. Kuganathan Imperial College London, UK

Prof. R. Srikaran Prof. Alan C. Spivey
Prof. Muralee Murugesu

Imperial College, UK
University of Ottawa, Canada

Prof. G. Sashikesh

Dr. Nabanita Deb
Prof. Sayan Chatterjee
Dr. N. Kuganathan
Prof. T.P. Softley

Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science, 
India
Jadavpur University, India
Imperial College London, UK
University of Oxford, UK

Prof. P. Iyngaran Dr. N. Kuganathan Imperial College London, UK

Dr. T. Manoranjan Prof. Alexander Chroneos 
Dr. N. Kuganathan

University of Coventry, UK 
Imperial College London, UK

Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar

Dr. Uthpala Apekshani Jayawar-
dena
Dr. R.C.L. De Silva
Dr. S. Prabagar
Ms.Suganja Thuraisingam

Open University of Sri Lanka
University of Kelaniya, Kelaniya
Industrial Technology Institute, Colombo
Palmyrah Research Institute, Jaffna
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Dr. (Mrs.) S. Yohi

Prof. R. Koodali
Prof. Z. Wang
Prof. V. Dhayalan
Dr. N. Balakrishnan
Dr. R. Yuvakkumar
Dr. T. Maiyalagan

University of South Dakota, USA
University of South Dakota, USA
Western Norway University of Applied Sciences, 
Norway.
Keele University, UK
Alagappa University, India
SRM Institute of Science and Technology, Kat-
tankulathur, India

 Dr. A. Manjceevan Prof. J.M.S. Bandara
Dr. T. Maiyalagan

National Institute of Fundamental Studies, Kandy
SRM Institute of Science and Technology, Kat-
tankulathur, India

5.4 Research Grants

The staff members have been securing competitive 
research grants at both national and international levels 
and conducting extensive research studies.

Research Grants won by Current Staff Members

Professor (Mrs.) M. Senthilnanthanan

• Rs. 0.8 Million from University of Jaffna for the 
research project entitled “An assessment of water 
quality on source waters and treated waters of 
RO plants: A study on the Jaffna premises of the 
University of Jaffna” carried out from 2022 to 
2023; served as co-investigator

• Rs. 5.0 Million from National Research Council 
of Sri Lanka for the research project entitled 
“Selected Transition metals and Nitrogen co-
doped TiO2 electrode for DSSCs” being carried 
out since 2021; serving as  principal investigator 

• Rs. 0.8 Million from University of Jaffna for the 
research project entitled “Investigating the extent 
of pollution and pollution sources in the Jaffna 
lagoon of Sri Lanka” carried out from 2018 to 
2019;  served as principal investigator

• Rs. 0.8 Million from University of Jaffna for the 
research project entitled “Cost effective removal 
of synthetic organics and heavy metals from 
pesticides in aqueous phase using TiO2 loaded 
graphene oxide: A synergistic effect of adsorption 
and degradation” carried out from 2017 to 2018; 
served as co-investigator

• Rs. 2.0 Million from University of Jaffna for 
the research project entitled “Bioconversion of 
organic waste and sustainable use of insects to 
produce animal feed: An eco-friendly industrial 
approach” carried out from 2016 to 2018;  served 
as co-investigator

• Rs. 2.05 Million from International Union for 
Conservation of Nature, Switzerland for the 

research project entitled “Development of the 
Socio-ecological profile of Jaffna lagoon”carried 
out from 2014 to 2015; served as principal 
investigator

• Rs. 0.23 Million from University of Jaffna for 
the research project entitled “Utilizing a novel 
dye in Solid-state Dye-sensitized Solar Cell for 
improving its performance” carried out from 2012 
to 2013; served as principal investigator

• Rs. 0.15 Million from University of Jaffna for 
the research project entitled “Natural dyes as 
Photosensitizers for Dye-sensitized Solid-state 
Solar Cell” carried out from 2007 to 2008; served 
as principal investigator

Professor. J. P. Jeyadevan

• Rs. 2,399,197 from National Science Foundation, 
Sri Lanka for the research project entitled 
“Isolation and characterization of novel anti-
bacterial and anti-dipterans lead molecules from 
medicinal plants” carried out in 2006; served as 
co-investigator

• Rs.100,000 from University of Jaffna for the 
research project entitled “Antifungal activity 
and phytochemical analysis of Lantana camera, 
Mangiferaindica and Cassia alata” carried out in 
2007

• Rs. 1,705,321 from National Research Council, Sri 
Lanka for the research project entitled “Isolation 
and structure elucidation of new antifungal 
compounds from plant sources” carried out in 
2009

Professor K. Velauthamurty 

• Rs. 100,000 from the Ministry of Small Scale 
Industries through Palmyrah Research Institute 
for the research project entitled “Improve and 
standardize the quality of Palmyrah jaggery” 
carried out from 2013 to 2014
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Professor. P. Abiman

• Grant from National Research Council, Sri 
Lanka for the research project on “Modification 
of Carbon Surfaces using Organic Substrates for 
Advanced Materials and Heavy Metals Uptake” 
carried out from 2012 to 2017; served as primary 
investigator

Professor R. Srikaran

• Scientific Research Grant for a research project 
carried out in 2005

ProfeSsor G. Sashikesh

• Rs. 0.6 Million from University of Jaffna for the 
research project on “Green synthesis of Nano-
bio-pesticide against plant diseases in plant 
protection” carried out from 2021 to 2022; served 
as co-investigator

• Rs. 161,500 from UBL of University of Jaffna 
for the research project on “Development of 
Cellulose Nano Crystal (CNC) reinforced 
Bio-nanocomposite by employing Poly Lactic 
Acid (PLA), Polyhydroxy butyrate (PHB) and 
Thermoplastic Starch (TPS)” carried out from 
2021 to 2023; served as co-investigator

• Rs. 798,840 from University of Jaffna for the 
research project on “Catalytic/Photocatalytic 
Removal of Pollutant by Piezoelectric CuBi2O4 
Material” carried out from 2021 to 2022; served 
as co-investigator

• Rs. 40 Million from DOR-STEM Project under 
the AHEAD Operation for the research project 
on “Development of Novel Electrolyte and 
Electrode Materials for Secondary Sodium ion 
and Magnesium ion Batteries” carried out from 
2019 to 2022; served as co-investigator

• Conference Travel Grant from University of 
Jaffna to present research paper at an International 
Conference in India in 2019

• Rs. 799,600 from University of Jaffna for the 
research project on “Adsorption of a selected 
pesticide from the groundwater near agricultural 
area in Jaffna Peninsula using the Palmyrah 
(Borassus flabellifer) kernel shell activated 
charcoal” carried out from 2018 to 2019

• Rs. 499,750 from University of Jaffna for the 
research project on “Analysis of nutritional values 
of haustorium of Palmyrah (Borassus flabellifer) 
seed and introduce the new haustorium product 
into the global market” carried out from 2015 to 
2017; served as principal investigator 

• Rs. 499,900 from University of Jaffna for the 
research project on “Visible light induced 
hydrogen production using dye sensitized TiO2 
materials: A comparison between natural and 
synthetic dyes” carried out from 2015 to 2016; 
served as co-investigator

Professor P. Iyngaran

• Grant from National Research Council, Sri Lanka 
for the research project on “Modification of Carbon 
Surfaces using Organic Substrates for Advanced 
Materials and Heavy Metals Uptake” carried out 
from 2012 to 2017; served as co-supervisor

• Grant to meet the student’s maintenance cost from 
WaSo project for the research project on “Green 
synthesis of silver nanoparticles from leaves and 
seeds of Moringa oleifera and its photocatalytic 
and antimicrobial activities”; served as supervisor 

• Grant from University of Jaffna for a research 
project on ‘‘Removal of heavy metal using 
Carbon-based material’’ carried out in 2021; 
served as Co-investigator.

Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar

• Rs. 990,600 from University of Jaffna for the 
research project entitled  “Impact of water 
quality parameters on Chronic Kidney Disease of 
unknown etiology (CKDu): A quantitative study 
using selected well water samples in Northern 
Province”, 2016; served as principal investigator

• Rs. 0.5 Million from University of Jaffna for the 
research project entitled “Efficiency of bacterial 
degradation on used oil contaminated sites”, 2015; 
served as principal investigator

Dr. (Mrs.) R. Senthooran

• Evans fund from University of Canterbury, New 
Zealand to participate in the 8th Australasian 
Symposium on Ionic liquids in Australia in 2018.

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Yohi

• Travel Grant of Rs. 9,000 from University Grants 
Commission of Sri Lanka to present research 
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Professor. P. Abiman

• Grant from National Research Council, Sri 
Lanka for the research project on “Modification 
of Carbon Surfaces using Organic Substrates for 
Advanced Materials and Heavy Metals Uptake” 
carried out from 2012 to 2017; served as primary 
investigator

Professor R. Srikaran

• Scientific Research Grant for a research project 
carried out in 2005

ProfeSsor G. Sashikesh

• Rs. 0.6 Million from University of Jaffna for the 
research project on “Green synthesis of Nano-
bio-pesticide against plant diseases in plant 
protection” carried out from 2021 to 2022; served 
as co-investigator

• Rs. 161,500 from UBL of University of Jaffna 
for the research project on “Development of 
Cellulose Nano Crystal (CNC) reinforced 
Bio-nanocomposite by employing Poly Lactic 
Acid (PLA), Polyhydroxy butyrate (PHB) and 
Thermoplastic Starch (TPS)” carried out from 
2021 to 2023; served as co-investigator

• Rs. 798,840 from University of Jaffna for the 
research project on “Catalytic/Photocatalytic 
Removal of Pollutant by Piezoelectric CuBi2O4 
Material” carried out from 2021 to 2022; served 
as co-investigator

• Rs. 40 Million from DOR-STEM Project under 
the AHEAD Operation for the research project 
on “Development of Novel Electrolyte and 
Electrode Materials for Secondary Sodium ion 
and Magnesium ion Batteries” carried out from 
2019 to 2022; served as co-investigator

• Conference Travel Grant from University of 
Jaffna to present research paper at an International 
Conference in India in 2019

• Rs. 799,600 from University of Jaffna for the 
research project on “Adsorption of a selected 
pesticide from the groundwater near agricultural 
area in Jaffna Peninsula using the Palmyrah 
(Borassus flabellifer) kernel shell activated 
charcoal” carried out from 2018 to 2019

• Rs. 499,750 from University of Jaffna for the 
research project on “Analysis of nutritional values 
of haustorium of Palmyrah (Borassus flabellifer) 
seed and introduce the new haustorium product 
into the global market” carried out from 2015 to 
2017; served as principal investigator 

• Rs. 499,900 from University of Jaffna for the 
research project on “Visible light induced 
hydrogen production using dye sensitized TiO2 
materials: A comparison between natural and 
synthetic dyes” carried out from 2015 to 2016; 
served as co-investigator

Professor P. Iyngaran

• Grant from National Research Council, Sri Lanka 
for the research project on “Modification of Carbon 
Surfaces using Organic Substrates for Advanced 
Materials and Heavy Metals Uptake” carried out 
from 2012 to 2017; served as co-supervisor

• Grant to meet the student’s maintenance cost from 
WaSo project for the research project on “Green 
synthesis of silver nanoparticles from leaves and 
seeds of Moringa oleifera and its photocatalytic 
and antimicrobial activities”; served as supervisor 

• Grant from University of Jaffna for a research 
project on ‘‘Removal of heavy metal using 
Carbon-based material’’ carried out in 2021; 
served as Co-investigator.

Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar

• Rs. 990,600 from University of Jaffna for the 
research project entitled  “Impact of water 
quality parameters on Chronic Kidney Disease of 
unknown etiology (CKDu): A quantitative study 
using selected well water samples in Northern 
Province”, 2016; served as principal investigator

• Rs. 0.5 Million from University of Jaffna for the 
research project entitled “Efficiency of bacterial 
degradation on used oil contaminated sites”, 2015; 
served as principal investigator

Dr. (Mrs.) R. Senthooran

• Evans fund from University of Canterbury, New 
Zealand to participate in the 8th Australasian 
Symposium on Ionic liquids in Australia in 2018.

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Yohi

• Travel Grant of Rs. 9,000 from University Grants 
Commission of Sri Lanka to present research 
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paper at the International Conference Solar Asia 
in Kandy in 2018

• Travel Grant of Rs. 75,000 from University Grants 
Commission of Sri Lanka to present research paper 
at the International Conference on Nano Science 
and Technology in Japan in 2017

• Rs. 0.8 Million from University of Jaffna for 
the research project entitled “Improving charge 
transport in hybrid TiO2/P3HT solar cells using 
novel Ruthenium-based dyes as interface 
modifiers” carried out in 2017; served as co-
investigator

• Rs. 0.8 Million from University of Jaffna for the 
research project entitled “Cost-effective removal 
of synthetic organics (SOCs) and heavy metals 
from pesticides in aqueous phase using TiO2 
loaded graphene oxide: A synergistic effect of 
adsorption and degradation” carried out in 2017; 
served as principal investigator 

• Travel Grant of Rs. 20,000 from University Grants 
Commission of Sri Lanka to present research paper 
at the International Conference on NanoScience 
and NanoTechnology in Colombo in 2016.

• Travel Grant of Rs. 100, 000 from University 
Grants Commission of Sri Lanka to present 
research paper at the International Conference 
on Nano Science and Technology in Singapore 
in 2016

• Rs. 499,900 from University of Jaffna for the 
research project on “Visible light induced 
hydrogen production using dye sensitized TiO2 
materials: A comparison between natural and 
synthetic dyes” carried out from 2015 to 2016; 
served as principal investigator

• Grant from University of South Dakota for 
the research project on “Facile Method for 
the Preparation of Cobalt Titanate (CoTiO3) 
Nanomaterials: Effective Photocatalysts for Solar 
Energy Conversion” carried out from 2014 to 2015

• Grant from University of South Dakota for the 
research project on “Photocatalytic degradation of 
phenol over titania-silica mixed oxide materials” 
carried out from 2012 to 2013

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Selvakumar

• Grant from University of Jaffna for a research 
project carried out in 2021

   Dr. A. Manjceevan

• Rs. 798,840 from University of Jaffna for the 
research project on “Catalytic/Photocatalytic 
Removal of Pollutant by Piezoelectric CuBi2O4 
Material” carried out from 2021 to 2022; served 
as principal investigator

• Rs. 0.4 Million from South Eastern University of 
Sri Lanka for the research project on “Synthesis and 
Characterization of Quantum Dots to Degradation 
of the Organic Pollutants” carried out from 2018 
to 2020

5.5 Patent

A patent titled “UV Decomposable Molecules and a 
Photopatternable Monomolecular Film formed there 
from” was awarded on 20 January 2009, under Patent 
No. US 7479,362 B2 in the United States. The patent 
was granted to multiple applicants, including Hitoshi 
Fukushima, Hiroshi Takiguchi, Tatsuya Shimoda, 
Takashi Masuda, Richard James Bushby, Stephan 
Evans, J P Jeyadevan, and Kevin Critchley.

5.6 Research Awards, Fellowships and Scholarships

The academics of the Department of Chemistry 
have been recognised nationally and internationally 
for their research excellence, and have garnered 
numerous prestigious research awards, including 
President’s Awards and NRC Merit Awards for 
scientific publications, fellowships and scholarships.

Research Awards received by Current Staff 
Members

Professor (Mrs.) M. Senthilnanthanan

• SUSRED Award for supervision of MPhil research 
on “Storage of solar energy by heterostructured 
Carbon/Silver-Metal oxides/Tin sulphide 
photocapacitors”, awarded by National Science 
Foundation, Sri Lanka in  2023

• SUSRED Award for supervision of MPhil 
research on “Enhancing the performance of Dye-
Sensitized Solar Cells through doping / co-doping 
TiO2 electrodes”, awarded by National Science 
Foundation, Sri Lanka in  2023

• Merit Award for scientific publication, awarded 
by National Research Council, Sri Lanka in 2012

Professor K. Velauthamurty

• President’s Awards for scientific publication, 
awarded by the Government of Sri Lanka in 2009 
and 2010.
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• Best solution oriented Thesis Award for 
supervision of the research project, awarded by 
the University of Jaffna in 2016

• Best Academic Researcher Award, awarded by 
the Association of Scientist’s Developers and 
Faculties, India in 2015

Prof. R. Srikaran

• First Prize in the poster competition, awarded 
at the EPSRC/GSK Combinatorial Chemistry 
Dissemination Events held at Stevanage, UK in 
2001

• Merit Award for scientific publication in 
SYNLETT, awarded by National Research 
Council, Sri Lanka in 2013.

Prof. G. Sashikesh

• Excellence in Reviewing Award in recognition of 
an outstanding contribution to the quality of Open 
Science Journal in 2019

• Merit Award for scientific research publication, 
awarded by National Research Council, Sri Lanka 
in 2021

• Merit Award for inter-university chemistry 
competition, awarded by Royal Society of 
Chemistry, Sri Lanka in 2006

Professor P. Iyngaran

• Merit Award  for scientific research publications, 
awarded by National Research Council, Sri Lanka 
in 2021

Dr. (Mrs). J. Prabagar

• Best solution oriented Thesis Award for supervision 
of the research project on ‘‘Micro remediation of 
used oil (petroleum hydrocarbon) contaminated 
groundwater”, awarded by University of Jaffna 
in 2016

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Yohi

• Student Honorary Award, awarded by International 
Precious Metals Institute in 2014

• Finalist in the national graduate student poster 
competition held at the Women in Clean Energy 
Symposium, awarded by Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) Campus in 2013.  

• Young Scient is t  Award,  awarded at  the 
International Conference on Chemical Sciences 

held in Colombo, Sri Lanka in 2012.  

• Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award, awarded 
by University of South Dakota, USA in 2011 and 
2012. 

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Selvakumar

• Best Presentation Award, awarded at the 
International Conference on Nano Science and 
Technology in 2016

Dr. A. Manjceevan

• Presidential Award for scientific research 
publication, awarded by the Government of Sri 
Lanka in 2018

• Merit Awards for scientific research publications, 
awarded by National Research Council, Sri Lanka 
in 2019 and 2021 

Research Fellowships received by Current Staff 
Members

Professor (Mrs.) M. Senthilnanthanan

• Australia Awards Fellowship to acquire training 
on sustainable groundwater management through 
integrated water management hosted by the 
International Water Centre, Australia, from 
Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade, Australia 
in 2016.

• Endeavour Research Fellowship to undertake 
a postdoctoral research programme at the 
University of Technology Sydney, Australia, from 
Department of Education, Science & Training, 
Australia in 2008.

• ACU Titular Fellowship to undertake a postdoctoral 
research programme at the University of Oxford, 
UK, from the Association of Commonwealth 
Universities, UK in 2008.

   Prof. G. Sashikesh

• Post-doctoral Fellowship to acquire training on 
strategic planning, academic development and 
research collaboration at University of Bergen, 
Norway under the Water and Society project in 
2019

Professor P. Iyngaran

• Post-doctoral Fellowship to acquire training on 
strategic planning, academic development and 
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awarded by National Research Council, Sri Lanka 
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Dr. (Mrs.) S. Yohi
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• Post-doctoral Fellowship to acquire training on 
strategic planning, academic development and 

-29-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

research collaboration at University of Bergen, 
Norway under the Water and Society project in 
2019

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Yohi

• Post-doctoral Research Assistantship from 
University of South Dakota, USA from 2021 to 
2022

Scholarships received by Current Staff Members

Professor (Mrs.) M. Senthilnanthanan

• Overseas Research Students Award and Tetley 
and Lupton Scholarship to pursue PhD degree at 
the University of Leeds, UK from 1996 to 2000

  Professor J.P. Jeyadevan

• Overseas Research Students Award to pursue PhD 
degree at the University of Liverpool, UK from 
1999 to 2003

Professor K. Velauthamurty

• Scholarship to pursue split PhD degree between 
University of Liverpool, UK and University of 
Peradeniya, Sri Lanka from 2006 to 2010 under 
the IRQUE project funded by World Bank

Professor P. Abiman

• Dorothy Hodgkin Postgraduate Award to pursue 
PhD degree at the University of Oxford, UK from 
2005 to 2009

Professor R. Srikaran

• Overseas Research Students Award to pursue PhD 
degree at the University of Sheffield, UK from 
1998 to 2002

Professor G. Sashikesh

• Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
Scholarship, awarded by the Government of India  
in 2019

• Perkin Research Studentship and Clarendon 
Scholarship  to pursue PhD degree at the University 
of Oxford, UK from 2007 to 2011

Professor P. Iyngaran

• Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
Scholarship, awarded by the Government of India  
in 2019

• Cambridge Commonwealth Award to pursue PhD 
degree at the University of Cambridge, UK from 
2003 to 2009

Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar

• Clarendon Fund to pursue DPhil degree at the 
University of Oxford, UK from 2001 to 2005

Dr. (Mrs.) R. Senthooran

• Postgraduate Research Grant from University 
Grants Commission of Sri Lanka and  PhD 
Research Scholarship from  University of 
Canterbury, New Zealand to pursue PhD degree 
at the University of Canterbury, New Zealand 
from 2017 to 2020

• Doctoral Publication Scholarship, awarded by UC 
Foundation in 2020

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Yohi

• Research Assistantship to read for PhD degree at 
the University of South Dakota, UK from 2010 
to 2015

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Selvakumar

• Scholarship to pursue PhD degree at the University 
of Colombo, Sri Lanka from 2013 to 2018. under 
the HETC project funded by World Bank 

Dr. A. Manjceevan

• Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
Scholarship,  awarded by the Government of 
India  in 2018

5.7 Dissemination of Knowledge

Books / Book Chapters written by Current Staff 
Members

• Chapter on “Removal of Metsulfuron Methyl – 
A sulfonylurea herbicide by Fenton’s oxidation 
and photocatalysis”, by J. M. Abdul, D. P. Ho, 
M. Senthilnanthanan, S. Vigneswaran and J. 
Kandasamy in Environmental Pollution: Ecology 
and Human Health, 2012

• Chapter on “Sustainability using solar energy: 
Present and future”, by Mahoney, L., Rasalingam, 
S., Naasz, H., and Koodali, T. R. in Teaching and 
Learning about Sustainability, 2015

• Chapter on “Dye-sensitized and doped TiO2 
mesoporous materials for visible light induced 
photocatalytic hydrogen evolution”, by Mahoney, 
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L., Rasalingam, S. and Koodali, T. R. in Surface 
Chemistry for Photocatalysis, 2015

• “Transition metal dichalcogenide (TMD) 
nanocomposites for environmental remediation 
application over extended solar irradiation in 
Nanocatalysts”, by Shanmugaratnam, S. and 
Rasalingam, S., IntechOpen, 2018

• Chapter on “Hydrogen Energy”, by Rasalingam, 
S. in Introduction to Clean Energy Technologies, 
2018

• Chapter on “Bioenergy”, by B. Ketheesan and M. 
Senthilnanthanan in Introduction to Clean Energy 
Technologies, 2018

• “Quantum-Dot-based Photoelectrochemical 
Biosensors: Principles, Fabrication, and 
Applications”, by Manjceevan, A., Cham: 
Springer International Publishing, 2021

• “Role of bionanomaterials for environmental 
r emedia t ion” ,  by  Manjceevan ,  A .  and 
Velauthamurty, K., IOP Publishing, UK, 2021

•  “Sources of Green Nanomaterials”,  by 
Manjceevan, A. and Velauthamurty, K., Jenny 
Stanford Publishing, Taylor & Francis Group, 
2022

• “Role and Significance of Nanobiosensors for 
Environmental Remediation”, by 
Manjceevan, A., and Velauthamurty, K., Cham: 
Springer International Publishing, 2022

• “Metal-Organic Frameworks in Heterogeneous 
Catalysis”, by Manjceevan, A. and Velauthamurty, 
K., CRC Press, 2023

General Articles written by Current Staff Members 

• “Introduction to combinatorial chemistry”, by 
Srikaran, R. in Chemisphere, 2005/2006

• “Biofuels as an alternative for a greener future”, 
by Srikaran, R. in Proceedings of Jaffna Science 
Association, 2017

• “Nanotechnology”, by Rasalingam, S. in Pirayoga 
Vingnana Sudar, 2018

• “COVID-19 and Sustainable Development Goals: 
A Challenge or an Opportunity”, by P. Iyngaran 
in Pirayoga Vingnana Sudar, 2019

•  “Calcium ion migration in wollastonite mineral”, 
by M. S. Nimasha and G. Sashikesh in Chemsoc 
News Magazine, 2019/2020

• “Hydrogen energy: Sustainable energy source”, 
by Yohi, S. in Pirayoga Vingnana Sudar, 2020

• “Solid waste management”, by G. Sashikesh in 
Pirayoga Vingnana Sudar, 2020

• “COVID-19 Pandemic: Measures for Safe 
Travel”, by P. Iyngaran in Valampuri Newspaper, 
2020

• “Chemical Linguistics: For a New Dimension 
in Computational Chemistry”, by P. Iyngaran in 
ChemSoc News, 2020

• “Solid Waste: Time to Convert Them into Valuable 
Resources”, by P. Iyngaran in Kalaikathir 
Newspaper, 2021

• “Mask or no mask for COVID-19”, by A. 
Manjceevan and K. Velauthamurty in Chemisphere 
Magazine, 2021

6. Contribution to Institutional Development by the   
     Current Staff Members 

Among the numerous contributions to institutional 
development by the current academic staff members of 
the Department of Chemistry, only the most impactful 
are highlighted here to underscore their significance.

Prof. M. Senthilnanthanan has held significant 
leadership roles, including Head of the Department of 
Chemistry and Director of various Centres focusing on 
quality assurance and gender equity & equality, and 
has been involved in World Bank-funded projects such 
as IRQUE, HETC and AHEAD Operation. Prof. J. P. 
Jeyadevan served as Dean of the Faculty of Science, 
and is enhancing educational quality through various 
administrative roles. Prof. K. Velauthamurty is the 
present Head of the Department and has served as 
Proctor of the University, and participated in quality 
assurance activities. Former Heads of the Department, 
including Prof. P. Abiman, Prof. R. Srikaran, and Prof. 
P. Iyngaran, contributed to research, career guidance, 
and youth engagement. Dr. T. Manoranjan also served 
as a former Head and student counsellor. Other notable 
staff members include Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar, who 
has contributed to academic evaluations, and Dr. 
(Mrs.) R. Senthooran, who has coordinated the BSc 
in Applied Science degree programme. Dr. (Mrs.) S. 
Yohi has served as postdoctoral Research Assistant, 
supervising research students and participating in 
health and safety committees during the pandemic. 
Dr. (Mrs). S. Selvakumar is currently serving as the 
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Senior Treasurer of Chemical Society and previously 
served as a member of the Web & IT Committee.  Dr. 
A. Manjceevan is currently overseeing the BSc Hons 
in Applied Science degree programme and has held 
multiple roles, including Deputy Proctor and Student 
Counselor.

7. Engagement in Outreach Activities

 y In the 1980s, the staff members helped the Sri 
Lanka Institute of Distance Education to conduct 
chemistry courses.

 y Since 1980, many staff members have engaged in 
the scrutiny of the G.C.E.(A/L) Examinations in 
Chemistry by serving as Chief Examiners in the 
marking of answer scripts.

 y During the 1980s, the Department of Chemistry 
provided analytical and consultancy services to the 
local industries (Yarlco Ltd., Bharmini Crusher, 
Samacon Ltd., etc.), Palmyrah Development 
Board, CEYNOR, Jaffna branch of Water Supply 
& Drainage Board, Department of Agriculture 
Research Centre at Kilinochchi, Jaffna Municipal 
Council and Nallur MPCS.

 y An educational DVD on laboratory-based 
experiments in G.C.E(A/L) Chemistry New 
syllabus (2012 and after) was developed in 
collaboration with Department of Education, 
Northern Province and distributed to schools.

 y Since 2018, a few academics of the department 
are engaged in the external review of study 
programmes offered by state universities. These 
reviews are conducted by the Quality Assurance 
Council of UGC.

 y An evidence-based research study on “Quality of 
Education in the Northern Province of Sri Lanka” 
was conducted by the Ministry of Education, 
Cultural Affairs, Sports & Youth Affairs of 
Northern Province in 2018. A team headed by 
Prof. M. Senthilnanthanan contributed to this 
study by assessing laboratory based training at 
schools in the Northern Province.

 y An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
report for the proposed project on “Potable Water 
Supply to the Jaffna Peninsula by developing 
Water Resources in Vadamaradchchi Lagoon” 

was submitted to the Governor of Northern 
Province in 2019. Prof. M. Senthilnanthanan 
contributed to the preparation of the said EIA 
report.

 y Chemical Society organised a Session on 
Chemistry Experiments to the G.C.E.(A/L) 
students of Mullaitivu Vidyananda College on 
20 February 2020.

 y Chemical Society, in collaboration with AIESEC, 
hosted an awareness programme for school 
children on UN Sustainable Development Goals 
in March 2020.     

 y Department of Chemistry actively contributed 
to the “Science Education for Bright Future” 
programme organised by the Faculty of Science 
in 2020.

 y Chemical Society, in collaboration with Coca-cola 
beverages, organized a promotion programme on 
recycling of used PET bottles on 15 September 
2020.

 y Chemical Society organized a beach clean-up 
programme on 21 March 2021 as part of its social 
responsibility initiatives. The event was arranged 
in close collaboration with the youth of Jaffna 
and witnessed participation of a large number of 
volunteers. During the beach clean-up programme 
at Pannai in Jaffna, the volunteers collected waste, 
sorted them into categories like plastic, polythene, 
and biodegradable materials and handed over 
them at the recycling facility.

8. Notable Achievements

8.1 ELTA-ELSE Development Project under    
         AHEAD Operation

In 2019, the Department of Chemistry secured a 
competitive grant of LKR 15 million under the 
ELTA-ELSE DP of the World Bank funded AHEAD 
Operation. A Project Team consisting of a Project 
Coordinator (Prof. M. Senthilnanthanan) and  Activity 
Coordinators (Prof. G. Sashikesh, Dr. S. Yohi, and 
Dr. J. Prabagar) successfully executed the project 
activities. The project focused on improving the 
intellectual and professional capabilities of graduates 
by targeting the following areas: English language 
proficiency, digital-based teaching-learning strategies, 
laboratory-based research and socioemotional skills 
development and graduate employability.

With the view of providing a supportive learning 
environment for the students to develop their 
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communication skills in English, a UoJ English 
Speakers Club was established and subject specific 
activities such as dialogues, debates, poster, speech 
and drama competitions were organised. This 
improved English communication skills and promoted 
self-confidence, leadership and teamwork qualities 
among students.

Further, a Computer Laboratory consisting of 25 PCs 
with internet connectivity and ChemDraw software 
was established in the department to facilitate 
self-learning. In order to promote digital-based 
Teaching and learning (T-L)  processes, the learning 
environment was upgraded with relevant tools and 
staff and students were trained on handling the same. 
As a result, blended T-L and assessment strategies are 
being widely practiced now.

Performing quality research was encouraged among 
staff and students through training on research conduct 
and advanced analytical techniques and upgrading 
research laboratories which have improved the quality 
and quantity of scholarly publications. 

To impart socioemotional skills, a new course unit on 
Action Project was incorporated into the curriculum of 
BScHons in Chemistry degree programme with effect 
from 2019/2020 academic year. Simultaneously, the 
revitalized UoJ Chemical Society and the recently 
established UoJ English Speakers Club have also 
implemented several action projects.

To expand our students’ horizons in developing 
career paths by interacting and networking with 
related industries, institutions, business enterprises 
and academia, an integrated graduate web portal was 
developed. Further, a new course unit on Industrial 
Training was incorporated into the curriculum of 
BScHons in Chemistry degree programme with effect 
from 2019/2020 academic year.

8.2 Students’ Achievements

8.2.1 At National Level

 y A Team consisting of Mr. S. Mathusan, Mr. A. I. 
P. Wijayawardhana, Ms. Thilini Madhushanika, 
Ms. Achini Senanayake, Mr. Dumindu Sankalpa, 
Mr. A. Jenevan Irranious, Ms. S. Shanika, and Ms. 
Pirunthini Maheswaran won the first place at the 
inter-university debate competitions conducted by 
the Institute of Chemistry, Ceylon in 2017, 2018, 
2019 and 2022.

 y A Team consisting of Mr. S. Sivanujan, Ms. 
Sumudu Nimasha, Ms. Janya Lumbini, Ms. 
Achini Senanayake, Mr. Dumindu Sankalpa, Mr. 

A. Jenevan Irranious, Ms. S. Shanika, and Mr. 
S. Mathusan won the second place at the inter-
university debate competition conducted by the 
Institute of Chemistry, Ceylon in 2020.

 y Mr. Chinthaka Thennakoon became first in the 
island-wide inter-university research competition 
conducted by the Sri Lankan section of the Royal 
Society of Chemistry, UK and won a gold medal 
in 2021.                                               

 y Mr. S. Sivanujan received the best Research 
Award for the work entitled “Secondary and Super 
Secondary structure of Perfusion conformation of 
spike protein of SARS-CoV-2: A computational 
structure profiling” under computing and 
informatic track of the fifth International Research 
conference organized by the Uwa Wellassa 
University of Sri lanka in 2021.

 y A Team consisting of Mr. S. Mathusan, Mr. N. S. L. 
Bandara, Mr. A. I. P. Wijayawardhana, Ms. Thilini 
Madushika, and Ms. Pirunthini Maheswaran won 
the first place at the inter-university chemistry quiz 
competition among undergraduates organized by 
the Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement of 
Science (SLASS) in 2022.

 y Mr. S. Mathushan got the award for best extended 
abstract paper under the Renewable Energies, 
Resource Recovery and Upcycling Session of 
the ChemEIcon Conference organized by the 
Department of Chemical and Process Engineering 
of University of Moratuwa in 2024.  

8.2.2 At International Level

During the period from 2016 to 2021, two of the 
outstanding students pursuing BScHons in Chemistry 
degree programme were given the opportunity to 
carryout research at the advanced laboratories of the 
University of Agder, Norway for three months under a 
scholarship programme. The students who benefitted 
from this initiative are listed below:

2016  Miss Razeek Fathima Rifla 
 Miss Janupriya Sugumar 
2017 Miss Shanmugaratnam Sivagowry 
 Miss Kanthasamy Karthikayini 
2018  Miss Praveena Raveendran 
 Miss Hathurusinghage Ayona Lakshani   
 Fernando   
2020 Miss Pathmanathan Sivarukshi 
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 Mr. Kengatharan Thajeevan 
2021 Miss Sukumar Raveena 
9. Chemical Society of University of Jaffna
Chemical Society, which was established in 1980, 
is one of the most active students’ societies in the 
University of Jaffna. The Patron of the society 
is the Head of the Department and one of the Senior 
Lecturers from the Department of Chemistry serves as 
the Senior Treasurer of the society. The membership 
consists of students offering Chemistry as a subject. 

Some key activities of the Chemical Society are given 
below:

 y Organising annual inter-level quiz contest among 
the undergraduates offering Chemistry as a 
subject to improve their communication skills 
and knowledge in Chemistry; the contest is being 
organised in memory of the Late Professor S. 
Mageswaran since 1998;

 y Organising annual inter-level debate competition 

among the undergraduates to improve their 
leadership skills, teamwork ability and English 
proficiency. This further provides a platform to 
enhance creative thinking;

 y Organising frequent guest lectures on recent 
advances in science and technology for the benefit 
of the students;

 y Conducted a poster competition among the Level 
3M students specializing in Chemistry in 2022 to 
improve their writing skills in English;

 y Organised an inter-school quiz competition 
among the school students in the Jaffna district 
on 21 July 2021, in collaboration with SLAAS;

 y Releasing “Chemisphere”, the magazine of 
Chemical Society,  since 2005;

 y Releasing “ChemSoc News”, the newsletter of 
Chemical Society; and 

 y Conducting action projects and outreach activities
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Heads of the Department of Chemistry since 1975

Dr. S. Mageswaran 
1975 – 1978

Prof. P. Thurairajan
1978 - 1979

Prof. S. Mageswaran 
1979 – 1987
1988 – 1991

Dr. V. Pasupathy
1987 (Actg.)

Prof. (Mrs.) R. Mageswaran
1987 – 1988
1991 – 1995
1998 – 2003
2006 – 2007

Dr. N. Sivapalan
1996 - 1998

Dr. (Mrs.) M. Senthilnanthanan
2003 – 2006
2007 (Actg.)

Dr. R. Srikaran
2007 - 2010

Dr. J. P. Jeyadevan
2010 – 2013

Prof. P. Iyngaran
2020 – 2023

Dr. T. Manoranjan 
2013 – 2016

Prof. K. Velauthamurty
2023 – to date

Dr. P. Abiman 
2016 – 2017 (Actg.)

2017 – 2020

Prof. J. P. Jeyadevan
2017
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Support Staff

Mr. A. Lakshman 
Staff Technical Officer

Mr. K. Ithayakumaran
Technical Officer 

Mr. A.Thabesan 
Staff Technical Officer

Mr. M. Chithirangan
Management Assistant

Mrs. N. Yogenthiram 
Staff Technical Officer 

Mr. W. J. Abiyooth
Laboratory Attendant 

Mr. S. Satheesan 
Technical Officer

Mr. K. Aravinth
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. G. Senthilnathan 
Technical Officer

Mr. R. Arunpirasath 
Laboratory Attendant 

Mrs. R. Senthooran 
Technical Officer 

Mr. S. Thivas 
Laboratory Attendant 

Mr. T. Kogularaj 
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. E. Donaldon 
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. M. Sasikaran 
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. S. Thaneshan 
Laboratory Attendant
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About DCS

Recognising the essential need for computer 
education for everyone, and the importance of deeper 
knowledge in Computer Science, especially for 
science students aiming for better future opportunities, 
the Department of Computer Science was established 
in early 1991 within the Faculty of Science. This 
initiative introduced Computer Science as a subject for 
students in the Faculty of Science, thanks to the tireless 
efforts of Professor K. Kunaratnam, Senior Professor 
of Physics, with Mr. S. Kanaganathan, the then Head 
of Computer Unit and Senior Lecturer (Department 
of Mathematics and Statistics) who was involved 
in writing the initial proposal for the creation of the 
Department. Their efforts were morally supported 
by Professor S. Mageswaran, Senior Professor of 
Chemistry, and a few other staff members of the faculty 
who had a long-term vision.

The department began its operations on the ground 
floor of the Mathematics Block, under the leadership 
of Professor K. Kunaratnam himself, along with three 
permanent staff members who were transferred from 
the Department of Mathematics and Statistics. The 
then Head of the Department of Mathematics and 
Statistics, Mr. P. Makinan, deserves special mention 
for his wholehearted agreement to transfer three 
academic staff members—one senior lecturer (Mr. 
S. Kanaganathan) and two probationary lecturers 
(Messrs. S. Mahesan and M. Umasuthan)—and for 
allowing the new department to operate on the ground 
floor of the Mathematics Block.  Mr. S. Kanaganathan 
developed the initial curriculum for Computer 
Science. 

A computer laboratory was established with five 
IBM-compatible personal computers. The first batch of 
the thirty-odd students, chosen through a competitive 
selection examination, shared these five computers 
for learning and doing practical work during their 
free time. The laboratory was gradually equipped over 
the years since 1992, along with a reference section 
with a good collection of Computer Science books. 
Unfortunately, all the laboratory equipment and books 

were found missing when we returned after the mass 
exodus that occurred in October/November 1995. The 
process of re-equipping the laboratory and collecting 
books had to start from scratch in 1996 after returning 
to the main campus after the exodus. 

At the beginning, while Mr. S. Mahesan and 
Mr. M. Umasuthan were abroad on study leave,  
Mr. S. Kanaganathan, the only senior staff member 
teaching Computer Science, took on the responsibility 
of conducting most of the lectures for the first batch 
of undergraduates. Dr. S. Mahesan returned in June 
1992 after successfully completing his research degree 
in Computer Science at the University of Wales, UK, 
and since then, he has shared the workload with Mr. 
S. Kanaganathan. Two more staff members to the post 
of Lecturer (Probationary) Mrs. S. Sriranjan and Mr. 
S. Kannan were appointed in November 1993 and 
October 1994 respectively, and Dr. S. Kanaganathan 
obtained his Doctoral Degree from the University of 
Jaffna, awarded in 1997.

After being displaced along with the public 
in Valikamam area, we managed to conduct the 
final year examinations in the interest of students 
in Chavakacheri Hindu College and in Vavuniya 
campus. We were able to return to the main campus 
only in May 1996, and had to work with a few staff 
members for a significant period of time. Dr. S. 
Kanaganathan went on sabbatical leave in February 
1997, and returned in mid-June 1998. Mr. S. Kannan 
went on study leave in August 1997 and returned in 
September 1998 after qualifying in a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Computer Science and Applications. Mrs. 
S. Sriranjan was vacated from the post with effect 
from 04 February 1997. Mr. K. Kesavan and Mr. K. 
Thabotharan, from the first batch of students with a 
four year honours degree in Computer Science from 
the Department of Computer Science, University of 
Jaffna were appointed as Assistant Lecturers on 23 
September 1996 and later appointed as Lecturers 
(probationary) since 01 December 1997. Mr. S. 
Kannan was functioning until he went to the UK for 
higher studies.  

Department of Computer Science (DCS)
University of Jaffna
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In the subsequent years, as students began 
graduating with the BSc Degree in Computer Science 
with First or Second class honours, recruitment of 
new staff members became possible. The new recruits 
included Mr. E. Y. A. Charles and Miss Dhushyanthi 
Mylvaganam (in 2001), Mr. M. Sabesan and  
Mr. S. Suthakar (in 2003), Mr. A. Ramanan (in 
2005), Miss Barathy Ganesharajah (in 2009),  
Mr.  K.  Sarveswaran  (in  2011), Mr.  S. Shriparen (in  2014), 
Dr. M. Siyamalan (in 2018), Miss Samantha Tharani  
Jeyakumar (in  2018), Misses Nirthika  Rajendran 
and Mayuravaani Mayuranathan (in 2021), and  
Dr. T. Kokul (in 2022). 

Dr. S. Mahesan’s unwavering commitment was 
instrumental in maintaining the continuity of the 
DCS during a challenging period from 2004 to 2006. 
As the sole permanent staff member, Dr. Mahesan’s 
leadership and dedication prevented the suspension of 
academic activities when all probationary lecturers—
Mr. K. Thabotharan, Mr. E.Y.A. Charles, Mr. M. 
Sabesan, and Mr. S. Suthakar—went abroad on study 
leave to pursue their PhD degrees. During this 
time, Dr. Mahesan shouldered both academic and 
administrative responsibilities, with considerable 
support from Assistant Lecturers Mr. A. Ramanan and 
Mr. T. Ketheesan, the only available temporary staff 
members from 2004 to 2005. From 2005 to 2006, Dr. 
Mahesan, along with Mr. A. Ramanan (appointed as 
a Probationary Lecturer in April 2005), ensured the 
smooth operation of the DCS, supported by a few 
temporary staff. Dr. Mahesan’s steadfast commitment 
was crucial during this period of limited permanent 
staff. In the latter part of 2006, Mr. Ramanan went on 
study leave while Dr. Charles resumed his duties at 
the department. Dr. Charles became the first head of 
the department from the DCS alumni. Despite these 
changes, Dr. Mahesan remained a crucial figure in 
the department’s operations, collaborating with Dr. 
Charles to ensure its smooth functioning until Mr. 
Thabotharan resumed his duties in March 2010 and 
Dr. Ramanan in September 2010. Dr. Mahesan’s 
dedication and resilience were key to the department’s 
stability and continued progress during these years. 
Mr. Thabotharan assumed as head of DCS in March 
2014 and introduced the good practice of conducting 
monthly department meeting to discuss the matters in 
an open and fair manner. 

The services rendered by temporary staff as 
Instructors have been vital to the Department’s 
smooth functioning since its inception. Initially, 
non-computing graduates with some computational 
knowledge were appointed, followed by computing 
students from the University of Jaffna, and then 
graduates from other universities as well. These 
appointments have been made every academic 
year, and their contributions have been particularly 
essential in conducting practical sessions. The services 
rendered by clerical staff also deserve mention: Mr. V. 
M. Rajaratnam served as a clerk from January 1993 
until his untimely passing in February 2000. Mr. M. 
Rajendram, who began as a Data Entry Operator in 
1994, continued until his retirement in November 
2018, covering clerical duties in the absence of the 
clerk. Mr. P. Amirtharajah rendered his dutiful services 
as a works aide from August 1994 until his retirement 
in January 2021. Ms. Shaveetha Balachandran 
worked as a Computer Applications Assistant from 
December 2005 until June 2008. Additionally, Mr. P. 
Sri Arulanantharajah was employed as a labourer in 
the Department from November 1993 until September 
1994.

Currently, the DCS is staffed by a dedicated 
team of 12 academic staff members, including 
two professors, seven senior lecturers, and three 
lecturers. Additionally, the department employs two 
academic support staff, four non-academic staff, and 
two contract staff. This team collaborates to support 
and serve approximately 400 students, offering a 
comprehensive range of academic and administrative 
services under one roof. More details about DCS and 
its activities can be found at www.csc.jfn.ac.lk

Curriculum

Since 1991, the department has offered Computer 
Science as a subject for Physical Science students, 
leading to an Honours Degree in Computer Science. 
In 2007, the Bachelor of Science Degree in Computer 
Science (BSc in Computer Science) was introduced 
for students directly admitted by the UGC under the 
Computer Science (Direct-intake) stream. In 2015, 
an extended fourth-year Applied Science degree in 
Computing was introduced for students who did not 
qualify for the special degree programme in Computer 
Science. Currently, the department offers: 
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● Bachelor of Science in Computer Science (3-year 
degree programme)

● Bachelor of Science Honours in Computer 
Science (4-year degree programme)

● Bachelor of Science Honours in Applied Science  
(4-year degree programme)

In 2014, the department made a structural change 
to the BSc (Computer Science) degree programme 
for students directly admitted by the UGC under the 
Computer Science stream, offering all 120 credit 
courses in computer science. The curriculum was 
revamped following changes in degree structures 
made by the Faculty of Science in 2017. This degree 
programme was renamed BSc Hons (Computer 
Science) in 2019 to align with the SLQF standard and the 
recommendations of the UGC’s Standing Committee 
in Computing. The syllabi have been carefully crafted 
in accordance with ACM/IEEE recommendations to 
align with the degree requirements. The BSc Hons 
(Computer Science) study programme offered by 
the DCS received an Outstanding ‘A’ Grade in the 
2023 programme review conducted by the Quality 
Assurance Framework of the UGC and the Ministry 
of Higher Education. This A Grade attests to the 
effectiveness of the DCS’s processes in managing and 
assuring the quality of the study programme, student 
learning experiences, and the standards of awards 
within the programme.

The DCS is dedicated to preparing students for 
the modern job market through a comprehensive 
and forward-thinking curriculum. This curriculum 
encompasses both fundamental and emerging 
trends in computer science, including Artificial 
Intelligence, Bioinformatics, Computer Graphics, 
Data Communications & Computer Networking, 
High-Performance Computing, Human-Computer 
Interaction, Image Processing and Computer Vision, 
Machine Learning, Mobile Computing, Data Science, 
Software Engineering, and Web Technologies. In 
addition to technical knowledge, the curriculum 
also emphasises real-world readiness through 
industrial training, group/research projects, and 
various co-curricular activities. Since 2011, the DCS 
has maintained strong relationships with software 
development industries through SLASSCOM and 
direct contacts. Key industry partners include 99x, 

WSO2, Virtusa, IFS, hSenid Mobile Solutions, H2O.
ai, SyscoLabs, and CodeGen. These collaborations 
enrich the teaching and learning processes, ensuring 
students receive up-to-date industry insights and 
practical experience. IT professionals from these 
companies frequently deliver TechTalks and serve as 
visiting lecturers, imparting knowledge on the latest 
advancement in computer science. This blend of 
academic rigour and industry engagement underscores 
the DCS’s commitment to equipping students with 
the skills and experiences necessary for success in the 
modern job market. DCS also facilitates its students in 
securing industrial placements and job opportunities 
by conducting the CS-Career Fair. The inaugural 
CS-Career Fair was organised by Dr. A. Ramanan, 
the then head of the department, on August 5, 2017 
with participation from companies including WSO2, 
Virtusa, hSenid Mobile, IFS, Techorin, Innovay, Tiqri, 
Ceymplon, Arima Technologies, Irstha, and Integrate 
2 Cloud Apps. Since then, the CS-Career Fair has been 
conducted annually on the premises of the Faculty of 
Science. Following the COVID-19 pandemic, it has 
been conducted in a hybrid mode. DCS offers a student 
progress management system, developed by Mr. V. 
Visithan (Programmer cum Systems Analyst), under 
the guidance and supervision of the then head, DCS, 
Dr. K. Thabotharan, which allows students to view 
their results and GPAs at each level of study. 

Furthermore, renowned foreign academics as 
external examiners ensure the standards of our 
Honours Degree Examinations, providing a level 
of international recognition for our graduates. This 
recognition enables them to obtain scholarships for 
their higher studies. The following external foreign 
examiners have been contributing to the DCS: 
Professor Richard Wait (Uppsala, Sweden), Dr. 
Paul Leng (Liverpool, UK), Professor Ralph Martin 
(Cardiff, UK), Professor David Marshall (Cardiff, 
UK), Professor Mahesan Niranjan (Southampton, 
UK), Dr. Arnold Pears (Uppsala, Sweden), Dr. Andrew 
Jones (Cardiff, UK), and Dr. Siobhán North (Sheffield, 
UK). Additionally, the following Sri Lankan examiners 
have also contributed from other Universities: Late 
Professor Gihan Wikramanayake (UCSC), Professor 
D.D. Karunaratna (UCSC), Professor G.K.A. Dias 
(UCSC), Professor Roshan G. Ragel (Peradeniya), 
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Dr. Nalin Ranasinghe (UCSC), Dr. Gihan Seneviratne 
(UCSC), and Dr. S. Kanaganathan (former HoD/DCS; 
Eastern University; Vavuniya Campus).

The DCS enrols approximately 150 students in the 
first year, with a total of about 400 students currently 
pursuing their studies across all levels, from first-
year to honours degree students. Our diverse student 
population comprises Sinhalese (57%), Tamils (35%), 
and Muslims (08%). It is noteworthy that in 2010, 
the Faculty of Science welcomed its first cohort of 
Sinhala students to pursue a subject-specific degree 
programme in Computer Science through direct 
admission by the UGC. Subsequently, under the 
Presidential Scholarship, the DCS received a total 
of four students from Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal, 
and Afghanistan to pursue BSc degrees in Computer 
Science during 2015 - 2017.

The department is now designing the curricula 
and course structures to expand undergraduate 
degree programmes to include BSc Hons (Artificial 
Intelligence) and BSc Hons (Cybersecurity). In 
addition to its undergraduate programmes, the 
Department of Computer Science (DCS) has long 
aspired to introduce master’s degree programmes. 
Initiatives began in 2019 with a concept paper by the 
then head of the department, Dr. A. Ramanan. Later, in 
2023, the then head of the department, Mr. S. Suthakar, 
revived this initiative with unwavering support from 
the department’s academics. Comprehensive structures 
and curricula for two master’s programmes, the MCS 
and MSc (CS), were developed in consultation with 
academic and industry experts, as well as potential 
stakeholders. The department is now finalising 
preparations to launch these postgraduate programmes 
in the near future.

To further extend its academic activities to the 
community, the department initiated the process 
of launching certificate courses in computing at 
the beginning of 2023. Mr. S. Suthakar, the then 
head of the department, was instrumental in the 
process of commencing and implementing these 
courses, which were designed to enhance computing 
skills for individuals from other departments and 
faculties, as well as for students and professionals 

outside the university system. The curricula for four 
certificate courses—Building Blocks of IoT, Python 
for Problem Solving, Responsive Web Development, 
and Advanced Web Development—were meticulously 
crafted by the department staff to address current global 
demands. With strong support from the current head 
of the department, Dr. (Mrs.) Barathy Mayurathan, 
the department inaugurated these certificate courses 
in March 2024, and the first batch completed their 
programmes in June 2024.

Construction of the DCS Building

In 2011, Dr. S. Mahesan, with the assistance of 
Dr. A. Ramanan, prepared a project concept paper 
for the construction of a Computer Complex to house 
the Department of Computer Science (DCS) and the 
Computer Unit on 3,480 square yards at the main 
campus, with a cost estimate of LKR 200 million. 
However, in 2013, the concept was revised without the 
knowledge of the DCS staff to focus on constructing 
a building for the Information Technology and 
Language Center, excluding the DCS.

Recognising the growing student population 
and job opportunities for graduates, the Department 
of Computer Science proposed to the UGC the 
construction of a three-story building with an 
additional floor extension, costing LKR 240 million. 
This initiative was led by Dr. K. Thabotharan, the 
then Head of DCS. Dr. Thabotharan made several 
visits to the UGC, and the Ministry of Education 
to get the proposal approved by the Cabinet of 
Ministers of Sri Lanka. Dr. A. Ramanan drafted a 
comprehensive proposal and floor plan detailing the 
building’s specifications, including an auditorium, PC 
laboratories, a research laboratory, seminar and group 
discussion rooms, an open study hall, staff rooms, 
research retreat, washrooms, storerooms, basement 
parking, an RO water plant, a sewage treatment plant, 
a 10kVA auto backup generator, and lift facilities. Dr. 
E.Y.A. Charles prepared the computer networking and 
power installation requirements with the assistance 
of Mr. T. Sugirthan, the Assistant Network Manager.  
Mr. M. Vijendran, the Works Superintendent, 
assisted in preparing the ERD form for the proposal.  
Dr. Thabotharan and subsequently Dr. Ramanan 
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pursued follow-up actions with the UGC and 
government officials to secure the necessary funding, 
but none were fruitful. In 2018, during the visit of 
Dr. Harsha Aturupane, the Project Director of the 
AHEAD Operations in Sri Lanka, to the University of 
Jaffna, Dr. Thabotharan and Dr. Ramanan requested 
the allocation of funding for the proposed new 
building’s construction. This request resulted in 
DCS securing LKR 240 million from the World  
Bank-funded AHEAD Operations.

Bids were invited in July 2018, and the construction 
contract was awarded to M/S Sanken Construction 
(Pvt) Ltd in December 2018. In April 2019, the 
contractor completed demolishing the building 
previously used by the Health Centre of the university, 
and the State Timber Corporation removed the trees 
located at the construction site. Excavation work 
for the new building commenced on May 29, 2019. 
In December 2019, Dr. A. Ramanan requested an 
additional LKR 7.7 million to complete the roof. This 
was approved in July 2020 by Dr. Harsha Aturupane 
of the World Bank, and M/S Sanken completed the 
rooftop to facilitate future solar panel installation. 
Although the COVID-19 pandemic caused periodic 
delays, construction ultimately progressed. On 
June 1, 2022, Professor S. Srisatkunarajah, the Vice 
Chancellor, officially opened the new building under 
the headship of Mr. S. Suthakar. Professor A. Ramanan 
played a crucial role in monitoring the construction 
of the building almost daily and coordinating all 
the alumni projects for the enrichment of the new 
building. DCS alumni generously donated over LKR 
5 million (www.csc.jfn.ac.lk/donation-for-the-new-
building) worth of furniture, fixtures, and amenities, 
demonstrating their deep appreciation and support for 
the department and its future students, making it fully 
functional to this date (August 2024). 

The “CS Think Park” was created to facilitate 
students’ independent and group learning and provide 
a space for leisure activities. Generously funded by 
the 7th and 8th batches of the alumni of the DCS, the 
park features newly planted mango, neem, Arecanut 
trees, and crotons, along with new stone seats and 
tables. Strategically located in front of the new DCS 
building, the park transformed a small area of bare land 
into a vibrant and welcoming space for students. The 
construction was overseen by Professor A. Ramanan, 
representing the 7th and 8th batches, during the 
headship of Mr. S. Suthakar. Since its completion, CS 
Think Park has become a cherished spot for students, 
who use it for various activities, including celebrating 

the birthdays of batchmates and teachers. The park’s 
thoughtful design and amenities have made it an 
integral part of the campus, enhancing the student 
experience at the University of Jaffna.

Recognitions, Funding, and Scholarships for 
Research Excellence 

Academics of the DCS have earned numerous 
prestigious research accolades, such as the 
International Contest Awards, President’s Awards 
for Scientific Publications, CSSL ICT Researcher of 
the Year Awards, SUSRED Awards for supervising 
MPhil/PhD students, SLASSCOM National Ingenuity 
Awards, Scholarships, Fellowships, as well as Best 
Paper and Presentation Awards.

International Contest Achievement
Professor M. Siyamalan

● A member of the team that won third place out of 77 
teams worldwide at the ISIC-2018 Grand Challenge 
“Skin Lesion Analysis Towards Melanoma Detection, 
(Task 3 – Lesion Diagnosis)”, organised by the Interna-
tional Skin Imaging Collaboration, in 2018.

National-level Research Awards

Professor A. Ramanan

● National Educator (Silver) Award 2024 in recognition 
of excellence in teaching, scholarly work, and national 
contribution in the discipline of Computing. Awarding 
Agency: SLIIT Innovate, Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2024. 

● SUSRED Awards 2022/2023 for supervising the PhD 
Thesis titled ‘A semi-supervised deep learning ap-
proach based on attentive visual features for fashion 
clothing classification’. Awarding Agency: National 
Science Foundation (NSF), Ministry of Education, Sri 
Lanka. Awarded in 2024

● SUSRED Awards 2022/2023 for co-supervising the 
PhD Thesis titled ‘Deep learning based fine-grained di-
abetic retinopathy image grading’. Awarding Agency: 
National Science Foundation (NSF), Ministry of Edu-
cation, Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2024

● President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2019 
for the publication: “Target-Specific Siamese Atten-
tion Network for Real-time Object Tracking”, In IEEE 
Transactions on Information Forensics & Security, 
pp.1276 – 1289, doi: 10.1109/TIFS.2019.2935871, 
2019. Awarding Agency: National Research Council 
(NRC), Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2023

● CSSL ICT Researcher of the Year Award – 2022. 
Awarding Agency: Computer Society of Sri Lanka. 
Awarded in 2023
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Professor M. Siyamalan

● SUSRED Awards 2022/2023 for supervising the PhD 
Thesis titled ‘Deep learning based fine-grained diabetic 
retinopathy image grading’. Awarding Agency: National 
Science Foundation (NSF), Ministry of Education, Sri 
Lanka. Awarded in 2024

● CSSL ICT Researcher of the Year Award – 2021. 
Awarding Agency: Computer Society of Sri Lanka. 
Awarded in 2022

● President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2018 for the 
publication: “Structure Prediction for Gland Segmentation 
with Hand-Crafted and Deep Convolutional Features”, 
IEEE Transactions on Medical Imaging, 2018, 37(1):210-
221. Awarding Agency: National Research Council (NRC),  
Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2021

● Winner of Vidya E-News Article Contest in the field of 
Artificial Intelligence under the Academic Category. 
Awarding Agency: Research and Innovation Division, 
Ministry of Education, Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2021

● Best innovative project (University category) at the 
Provincial Level of the SLASSCOM National Ingenuity 
Awards 2021. Awarding Agency: SLASSCOM. Awarded 
in 2021

● President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2017 for 
the publication: “Sub-Category Classifiers for Multiple-
Instance Learning and its Application to Retinal Nerve 
Fiber Layer Visibility Classification”, IEEE Transactions 
on Medical Imaging, 2017, 36(5):1140–1150. Awarding 
Agency: National Research Council (NRC), Sri Lanka. 
Awarded in 2019

Dr. E.Y.A. Charles

● President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2008 for the 
publication: “Control chart pattern clustering using a new 
self-organising spiking neural network”, Proceedings of 
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, Part B: Journal 
of Engineering Manufacture, Vol. 222, No. 10, 2008; 
pp. 1201-1211. Awarding Agency: National Research 
Council (NRC), Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2014

Dr. K. Thabotharan

● Best Solution Oriented Thesis Award - 2016: Supervisor 

K. Thabotharan, Student Mr. R. Kumaran, for the 

supervision of the undergraduate research thesis 

entitled “A hop-count and Time Based MANET Routing 

Protocol”, awarded by the University Business Linkage 

of the University of Jaffna, UBL Initiative Program Sri 

Lanka and Leipzig University, Germany, 2016.

Dr. K. Sarveswaran
● Digital Social Impact Award at the e-Swabhimani 

2016 under the category of Government and Citizen 
Engagement .  Awarding Agency:  Minis t ry  of 
Telecommunication and Infrastructure, Awarded in 2016

● Jury’s mention award for a Mobile App build as a part of 
an undergraduate project at the mBillionth-2016: Awards 
South Asia 2016 held in Delhi, India. Awarded in 2016. 

● Best Solution Oriented Thesis Award – 2016 for 
‘Consumer buying pattern analysis using an efficient 
approach’ by University Business Linkage Unit of the 
University of Jaffna. Awarded in 2016

● National Best e-Content award – 2016 for the 
‘Right2Sight: A mobile app to help visually impaired 
people to use Mobile phone’. Awarding Agency: ICTA, 
Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2016. http://www.eswabhimani.lk

Dr. T. Kokul
● CSSL ICT Researcher of the Year Award – 2023. 

Awarding Agency: Computer Society of Sri Lanka. 
Awarded in 2024. 

● President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2018 for the 
publication: “Structure Prediction for Gland Segmentation 
with Hand-Crafted and Deep Convolutional Features”, 
IEEE Transactions on Medical Imaging, 2018, 37(1):210-
221. Awarding Agency: National Research Council (NRC),  
Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2021.

The DCS staff also secure competitive grants at 
both national and international levels to enhance 
and conduct more extensive research activities at the 
department.

Research Grants
Dr. S. Mahesan

● Co-investigator of “Tamil Digitisation Project” under 
the research grant No. ICTA/AFC/HIP/28/02 obtained 
from the ICTA of Sri Lanka, April 2013 – March 2014.

Professor A. Ramanan:
● Co-Principal Investigator of “Google Research 

exploreCSR 2023 Award” obtained USD 24,000.00 from 
Google through the University of Melbourne, November 
2023 – June 2024.

● Principal Investigator of “Sri Lankan Paddy Leaf Disease 
Detection Using Deep Learning Techniques” under the 
research grant No. AHEAD/RA3/UBL/JFN/OVAA/44 
obtained LKR 510,000.00 from the UBL of the University 
of Jaffna, 2023.

● Principal Proposal Writer for the 2023 IEEE CIS Summer 
School on Computational Intelligence: Theory and 
Applications. The proposal received USD 3,900.00 in 
funds from the IEEE Computational Intelligence Society 
for the event conducted at the University of Jaffna from 
12-14 July 2023.

● Co-investigator of “Development of an early warning 
system, a risk map and a prediction model for dengue and 
establishment of role brackish water derived mosquitoes 
in dengue transmission in Jaffna district” under the 
research grant No. RPHS/2016/D02 obtained from the 
NSF Sri Lanka, January 2017 – December 2019.
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Professor M. Siyamalan

● SUSRED Awards 2022/2023 for supervising the PhD 
Thesis titled ‘Deep learning based fine-grained diabetic 
retinopathy image grading’. Awarding Agency: National 
Science Foundation (NSF), Ministry of Education, Sri 
Lanka. Awarded in 2024

● CSSL ICT Researcher of the Year Award – 2021. 
Awarding Agency: Computer Society of Sri Lanka. 
Awarded in 2022

● President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2018 for the 
publication: “Structure Prediction for Gland Segmentation 
with Hand-Crafted and Deep Convolutional Features”, 
IEEE Transactions on Medical Imaging, 2018, 37(1):210-
221. Awarding Agency: National Research Council (NRC),  
Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2021

● Winner of Vidya E-News Article Contest in the field of 
Artificial Intelligence under the Academic Category. 
Awarding Agency: Research and Innovation Division, 
Ministry of Education, Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2021

● Best innovative project (University category) at the 
Provincial Level of the SLASSCOM National Ingenuity 
Awards 2021. Awarding Agency: SLASSCOM. Awarded 
in 2021

● President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2017 for 
the publication: “Sub-Category Classifiers for Multiple-
Instance Learning and its Application to Retinal Nerve 
Fiber Layer Visibility Classification”, IEEE Transactions 
on Medical Imaging, 2017, 36(5):1140–1150. Awarding 
Agency: National Research Council (NRC), Sri Lanka. 
Awarded in 2019

Dr. E.Y.A. Charles

● President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2008 for the 
publication: “Control chart pattern clustering using a new 
self-organising spiking neural network”, Proceedings of 
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, Part B: Journal 
of Engineering Manufacture, Vol. 222, No. 10, 2008; 
pp. 1201-1211. Awarding Agency: National Research 
Council (NRC), Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2014

Dr. K. Thabotharan

● Best Solution Oriented Thesis Award - 2016: Supervisor 

K. Thabotharan, Student Mr. R. Kumaran, for the 

supervision of the undergraduate research thesis 

entitled “A hop-count and Time Based MANET Routing 

Protocol”, awarded by the University Business Linkage 

of the University of Jaffna, UBL Initiative Program Sri 

Lanka and Leipzig University, Germany, 2016.

Dr. K. Sarveswaran
● Digital Social Impact Award at the e-Swabhimani 

2016 under the category of Government and Citizen 
Engagement .  Awarding Agency:  Minis t ry  of 
Telecommunication and Infrastructure, Awarded in 2016

● Jury’s mention award for a Mobile App build as a part of 
an undergraduate project at the mBillionth-2016: Awards 
South Asia 2016 held in Delhi, India. Awarded in 2016. 

● Best Solution Oriented Thesis Award – 2016 for 
‘Consumer buying pattern analysis using an efficient 
approach’ by University Business Linkage Unit of the 
University of Jaffna. Awarded in 2016

● National Best e-Content award – 2016 for the 
‘Right2Sight: A mobile app to help visually impaired 
people to use Mobile phone’. Awarding Agency: ICTA, 
Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2016. http://www.eswabhimani.lk

Dr. T. Kokul
● CSSL ICT Researcher of the Year Award – 2023. 

Awarding Agency: Computer Society of Sri Lanka. 
Awarded in 2024. 

● President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2018 for the 
publication: “Structure Prediction for Gland Segmentation 
with Hand-Crafted and Deep Convolutional Features”, 
IEEE Transactions on Medical Imaging, 2018, 37(1):210-
221. Awarding Agency: National Research Council (NRC),  
Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2021.

The DCS staff also secure competitive grants at 
both national and international levels to enhance 
and conduct more extensive research activities at the 
department.

Research Grants
Dr. S. Mahesan

● Co-investigator of “Tamil Digitisation Project” under 
the research grant No. ICTA/AFC/HIP/28/02 obtained 
from the ICTA of Sri Lanka, April 2013 – March 2014.

Professor A. Ramanan:
● Co-Principal Investigator of “Google Research 

exploreCSR 2023 Award” obtained USD 24,000.00 from 
Google through the University of Melbourne, November 
2023 – June 2024.

● Principal Investigator of “Sri Lankan Paddy Leaf Disease 
Detection Using Deep Learning Techniques” under the 
research grant No. AHEAD/RA3/UBL/JFN/OVAA/44 
obtained LKR 510,000.00 from the UBL of the University 
of Jaffna, 2023.

● Principal Proposal Writer for the 2023 IEEE CIS Summer 
School on Computational Intelligence: Theory and 
Applications. The proposal received USD 3,900.00 in 
funds from the IEEE Computational Intelligence Society 
for the event conducted at the University of Jaffna from 
12-14 July 2023.

● Co-investigator of “Development of an early warning 
system, a risk map and a prediction model for dengue and 
establishment of role brackish water derived mosquitoes 
in dengue transmission in Jaffna district” under the 
research grant No. RPHS/2016/D02 obtained from the 
NSF Sri Lanka, January 2017 – December 2019.
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● Principal Investigator of “Training images vs Discrimi 
native features on the construction of codebook to 
recognise visual objects” under the research grant No. 
NRC 15-128 obtained LKR 400,000.00 from the NRC 
Sri Lanka, February 2015 – February 2017.

● Co-investigator of “Tamil Digitisation Project” under 
the research grant No. ICTA/AFC/HIP/28/02 obtained 
from the ICTA of Sri Lanka, April 2013 – March 2014. 

Professor M. Siyamalan

● Principal Investigator for University of Jaffna Research 
Grants in 2021 & 2017

● Principal Investigator for the Small Scale GPU Grants 
by NVidia Corporation, USA in 2017

● Principal Proposal Writer for conducting a series of 
Internet of Things workshops for school students. The 
proposal received USD 1,968.65 in funds from the IEEE 
Pre-University STEM Portal, 2022.

● Principal Proposal Writer for the IEEE CS Chapter grant 
to conduct a workshop on Deep Learning, and IEEE 
SPAx grant to conduct a career-guidance workshop to 
the students

Dr. E.Y.A. Charles

● Primary Applicant for the “Clean Water Initiative: 
Empowering Communities in Polonnaruwa”, under the 
IEEE Tech4Good Grant, USD 9600, July 2024 - January 
2025

● Co-investigator of “Tamil Digitisation Project” under 
the research grant No. ICTA/AFC/HIP/28/02 obtained 
from the ICTA of Sri Lanka, April 2013 – March 2014.

Dr. K. Thabotharan

● Contributed as one of the proposal writers for the 
establishment of the IoT Laboratory entitled “Enhancing 
Academic Activities by Establishing an IoT Laboratory” 
at the Department of Computer Science, University 
of Jaffna, in which The Computer Society of Sri 
Lanka (CSSL), The Information and Communication 
Technology Agency of Sri Lanka (ICTA) and Dialog 
Axiata played a major role and we were successful in 
obtaining the equipment for the establishment of the IoT 
laboratory for a total value of LKR 12 Million

● Principal Investigator of the competitive research entitled 
“Agriculture Product Management System” under the 
grant No. AHEAD/RA3/UBL/JFN/OVAA/27 for the 
amount of LKR 350,000.00 obtained from the University 
Business Linkage, of the University of Jaffna, 2023

● 20 Desktop computers and 05 Laser Printers were 
procured under the SIDA funded PhD grant and were 
installed in the Main laboratory of the DCS for the usage 
of students and staff, 2010

Dr. (Mrs.) B. Mayurathan

● Principal Proposal Writer for the “Workshop on 
Empowering Women in IoT Technologies” secured LKR 
120,000 under the IEEE WIE special fund.

● Purchase of a workstation under the URG at the University 
of Jaffna for the project titled “Large-scale Learning for 
Image Classification” in 2015.

Mr. S. Suthakar

● Principal Proposal Writer for the “Enhancing Academic 
Activities by Establishing an IoT Laboratory” initiative, 
which resulted in the establishment of the “IoT Innovation 
Lab” at the Department of Computer Science in December 
2022, equipped with resources worth over LKR 12 
million.

● Pr inc ipa l  Inves t iga tor  o f  the  p ro jec t ,  t i t l ed 
“Strengthening Software Development Infrastructure 
for Commercialising Software Solutions” under the 
research grant (No: RDC/AHEAD/RA3/JFN/UBL /
CA/23) obtained LKR 840,000.00 from the UBL of the 
University of Jaffna, 2023.

Dr. K. Sarveswaran

● Google Research Grant to build a Sri Lankan Tamil 
Corpus, 2024-2025

● The German Academic Exchange Service-Sustainable 
Development Goals (DAAD-SDG) grant for the project 
“DigSAL: Addressing the Digital Divide for South 
Asian Languages,” in collaboration with the University 
of Konstanz, Germany, the University of Moratuwa, 
Sri Lanka, and the University of Engineering and 
Technology, Pakistan, 2024-2027

● Principal Investigator of “Tamil intent classification 
for the e-commerce domain” under the research grant 
obtained LKR 400,000 from the UBL of the University 
of Jaffna, 2023.

● Professor V K Samaranayake Publication grant from 
LK Domain Registry, Sri Lanka to publish a paper at the 
International Conference on Asian Language Processing 
(IALP), Singapore. December 11-13, 2021

● DAAD funding of EUR 30,000 with Professor G. Dias 
and Professor Miriam Butt to organise an International 
Summer School in Natural Language Engineering from 
11-23 March, 2019. www.issale.lk

● Co-investigator of “Development of an early warning 
system, a risk map and a prediction model for dengue and 
establishment of role brackish water derived mosquitoes 
in dengue transmission in Jaffna district” under the 
research grant No. RPHS/2016/D02 obtained from the 
NSF Sri Lanka, January 2017 – December 2019

Dr. (Ms.) R. Nirthika

● Principal Proposal Writer for the IEEE R10 WIE - DEI 
(Diversity, Equity & Inclusion) Grant 2024
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Fellowships
Professor M. Siyamalan

● India Science and Research Fellowship (ISRF), 
Department of Science and Technology, India, 2021

● INSA-JRD TATA Fellowship, Department of Science 
and Technology, India, 2021

● Post-doctoral fellowship at the Intelligence Science and 
System Lab, School of Data and Computer Science, Sun 
Yat-sen University, China, 2019 & 2018

Dr. K. Sarveswaran

● Herz Fellowship from the Zukunftskolleg, University of 
Konstanz, Germany, 2023 - 2024

● International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) – U.S. 
Department of State’s premier professional exchange 
program, December 2019

Scholarships
Professor A. Ramanan

● PhD Programme at the School of Electronics and 
Computer Science, University of Southampton, UK, 
2008 - 2010

● MPhil/PhD Programme at the Department of Computer 
Science, University of Sheffield, UK, 2006 - 2008

● Split-site MPhil Programme at the University of 
Sheffield, UK and PhD Programme at the University of 
Southampton, UK under the World Bank funded IRQUE 
project implemented at University of Jaffna, 2006 - 2010

Dr. E. Y. A. Charles
● PhD Programme at the Manufacturing Engineering 

Centre, Cardiff University, UK, 2003 - 2007

Dr. K. Thabotharan

● Swedish International Development and Corporation 
Agency (SIDA) split-site PhD Scholarship, 2004 - 2009

Dr. M. Sabesan

● Split-site PhD Programme under the SIDA project 
implemented at UCSC, 2004 - 2007

Dr. (Mrs). Barathy Mayurathan 
● Split-site PhD Programme at the University of Peradeniya 

and the University of Southampton, UK under the 
World Bank-funded HETC project implemented at the 
University of Jaffna, 2012 - 2013

Mr. S. Suthakar
● Split-site PhD Programme under the SIDA project 

implemented at UCSC, 2004 - 2007

Dr. S. Shriparen

● PhD Programme at the QUT, Australia under the 
University Grants Commission (UGC) postgraduate 
research grant, 2016

● QUT HDR Tuition Fee Scholarship, 2017 - 2021

Ms. Samantha Tharani J. 
● PhD Programme at Griffith University, Australia under 

the World Bank-funded AHEAD project implemented at 
the University of Jaffna, 2020 - 2024

Ms. Mayuravaani Mathuranathan 
● PhD Programme at Victoria University of Wellington, 

New Zealand, 2023 - 2026

Best Paper Awards
Professor A. Ramanan: IEEE ICARC - 2022, 
IEEE ICIIS - 2020, IEEE ICTer - 2015

Professor M. Siyamalan: IEEE ICIIS - 2020, 
IEEE ICIIS - 2019

Dr. E.Y.A. Charles: IEEE ICTer - 2015

Dr. K. Thabotharan: IEEE ICON - 2012

Dr. T. Kokul: IEEE ICARC 2022

Best Presentation Awards 
Professor A. Ramanan: Symposium on Data Modelling 
for New Researchers, University of Sheffield, UK - 2007

Dr. K. Sarveswaran: iCMA - 2014

Best Poster Award
Professor A. Ramanan: Workshop on Intensive 5-day 
Generic Skills for Research Students, University of 
Southampton, UK - 2008

Travel Grants

Professor A. Ramanan:

● NSF Sri Lanka Grant to participate at the Digital Image 
Computing: Techniques and Applications (DICTA) 
Conference held in Adelaide, Australia on 23 – 25 
November 2015

● University of Jaffna Grant to participate at the 
International Conference on Digital Image Processing 
and Pattern Recognition (DPPR) held in Chennai, India 
on 25 – 26 July 2015

● The European Community’s Seventh Framework 
Programme Grant for the Personal Information Navigator 
adapting through the Viewing Project to participate at the 
11th European Conference on Computer Vision (ECCV), 
Crete, Greece on 5-11 September 2010

● EU-funded Network of Excellence on Pattern Analysis, 
Statistical Modelling and Computational Learning 
(PASCAL) Grant to participate at the Twenty-Third 
Conference on Neural Information Processing Systems 
(NIPS) held in Vancouver B.C., Canada on 7-9 December 
2009
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● India Science and Research Fellowship (ISRF), 
Department of Science and Technology, India, 2021

● INSA-JRD TATA Fellowship, Department of Science 
and Technology, India, 2021

● Post-doctoral fellowship at the Intelligence Science and 
System Lab, School of Data and Computer Science, Sun 
Yat-sen University, China, 2019 & 2018

Dr. K. Sarveswaran

● Herz Fellowship from the Zukunftskolleg, University of 
Konstanz, Germany, 2023 - 2024

● International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) – U.S. 
Department of State’s premier professional exchange 
program, December 2019
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Professor A. Ramanan

● PhD Programme at the School of Electronics and 
Computer Science, University of Southampton, UK, 
2008 - 2010

● MPhil/PhD Programme at the Department of Computer 
Science, University of Sheffield, UK, 2006 - 2008

● Split-site MPhil Programme at the University of 
Sheffield, UK and PhD Programme at the University of 
Southampton, UK under the World Bank funded IRQUE 
project implemented at University of Jaffna, 2006 - 2010

Dr. E. Y. A. Charles
● PhD Programme at the Manufacturing Engineering 

Centre, Cardiff University, UK, 2003 - 2007

Dr. K. Thabotharan

● Swedish International Development and Corporation 
Agency (SIDA) split-site PhD Scholarship, 2004 - 2009

Dr. M. Sabesan

● Split-site PhD Programme under the SIDA project 
implemented at UCSC, 2004 - 2007

Dr. (Mrs). Barathy Mayurathan 
● Split-site PhD Programme at the University of Peradeniya 

and the University of Southampton, UK under the 
World Bank-funded HETC project implemented at the 
University of Jaffna, 2012 - 2013

Mr. S. Suthakar
● Split-site PhD Programme under the SIDA project 

implemented at UCSC, 2004 - 2007

Dr. S. Shriparen

● PhD Programme at the QUT, Australia under the 
University Grants Commission (UGC) postgraduate 
research grant, 2016

● QUT HDR Tuition Fee Scholarship, 2017 - 2021

Ms. Samantha Tharani J. 
● PhD Programme at Griffith University, Australia under 

the World Bank-funded AHEAD project implemented at 
the University of Jaffna, 2020 - 2024

Ms. Mayuravaani Mathuranathan 
● PhD Programme at Victoria University of Wellington, 

New Zealand, 2023 - 2026

Best Paper Awards
Professor A. Ramanan: IEEE ICARC - 2022, 
IEEE ICIIS - 2020, IEEE ICTer - 2015

Professor M. Siyamalan: IEEE ICIIS - 2020, 
IEEE ICIIS - 2019

Dr. E.Y.A. Charles: IEEE ICTer - 2015

Dr. K. Thabotharan: IEEE ICON - 2012

Dr. T. Kokul: IEEE ICARC 2022

Best Presentation Awards 
Professor A. Ramanan: Symposium on Data Modelling 
for New Researchers, University of Sheffield, UK - 2007

Dr. K. Sarveswaran: iCMA - 2014

Best Poster Award
Professor A. Ramanan: Workshop on Intensive 5-day 
Generic Skills for Research Students, University of 
Southampton, UK - 2008

Travel Grants

Professor A. Ramanan:

● NSF Sri Lanka Grant to participate at the Digital Image 
Computing: Techniques and Applications (DICTA) 
Conference held in Adelaide, Australia on 23 – 25 
November 2015

● University of Jaffna Grant to participate at the 
International Conference on Digital Image Processing 
and Pattern Recognition (DPPR) held in Chennai, India 
on 25 – 26 July 2015

● The European Community’s Seventh Framework 
Programme Grant for the Personal Information Navigator 
adapting through the Viewing Project to participate at the 
11th European Conference on Computer Vision (ECCV), 
Crete, Greece on 5-11 September 2010

● EU-funded Network of Excellence on Pattern Analysis, 
Statistical Modelling and Computational Learning 
(PASCAL) Grant to participate at the Twenty-Third 
Conference on Neural Information Processing Systems 
(NIPS) held in Vancouver B.C., Canada on 7-9 December 
2009
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● University of Southampton Grant to participate at the 10th 
European Conference on Computer Vision (ECCV) held 
in Marseille, France on 12-18 October 2008

● University of Sheffield Grant to participate at the 11th 
International Workshop on the Analysis of Patterns, held 
in Forlì-Cesena, Italy on 22-26 October 2007

Dr. K. Thabotharan

● NSF Sri Lanka, to participate and present a research paper 
in the 18th IEEE International Conference on Networks 
(ICON), Singapore on 12-14 December 2012

● TATA Research Development and Design Centre Grant 
to participate in the TATA Consultancy Services (TCS) 
Excellence in Computer Science Week Pune, India on 
3-7 January 2011

● CoNEXT’07 (Conference on Emerging Networking 
EXperiments and Technologies) Grant to participate 
and present a research paper in the CoNEXT-2007 
Conference in New York, USA on 10-13 December 2007

Mr. S. Suthakar

● University of Jaffna grant to participate in the International 
Conference on Electronics, Computer, and Information 
Technology 2016 (ECIT’16), held in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, from 5-6 January 2016.

Dr. K. Sarveswaran:

● DAAD-SDG grant to attend a workshop at the University 
of Konstanz in June 7-13, 2024.

● Tamil Nadu Government State grant to give a keynote 
address at the KaniTami24 conference held in Chennai, 
India in February 2024.

● ITEE Foundation grant to present at the FITEN 
conference, Sacramento, California, USA, July 2023.

● Mobility Grant of EUR 1,500.00 per annum under 
DAAD-PPP from NSF to go to Germany, 2019-2020.

● LK Domain Registry to present a paper at the LFG-2019 
conference, 8-10 July 2019, ANU, Australia.

● CTC Grant to present in a conference on “Redeveloping 
Northern and Eastern Provinces of Sri Lanka” held in 
Toronto, Canada, 15-17 January 2017.

● DAAD Grant to attend the International Summer School 
in Language Engineering held at UCSC, Colombo, 2014.

● Mozilla Foundation Grant to attend the Mozilla Summit 
2013 held in California, USA.

● DAAD Grant to attend Summer School in Advanced 
Language Engineering held in Nepal, 26th August – 21st 
September 2012.

Commercialisation of Software Product
● A web  based  sof tware  deve loped  by  Dr.  K . 

Thabotharan and one of the students of the DCS  
Mr. R. Ramanaruban entitled “Agriculture Products 
Management System” was commercialised through the 
University Business Linkage (UBL) of the University 
of Jaffna, in 2023. A Memorandum of Understanding 
enabling the commercialization of the product was signed 
between the buyer of the software and the University was 
signed on 18 April 2023.

National-level Student Achievements

● Mr. T. Kokul received the Best Presentation Award at the 
third national Sri Lanka Student Workshop on Computer 
Science (SL-SWCS’15) held on 7th of November 2015 
at the University of Jaffna.

● Mr. N. Nilashan, Mr. S. Thenuzan, Mr. S. Mayooran 
and Ms. D. Lukshica received the Best Poster Award 
at the second national Sri Lanka Student Workshop 
on Computer Science (SL-SWCS’13) held on 14th of 
December 2013 at the University of Jaffna.

● A team of students participated in the final round of 
the Inter-university Enterprise Mobility Software 
Development Competition 2013, organised by Motorola 
Inc. and SLASSCOM, and won the Second Runner-up. 
The team members are Mr. K. Thabotharan (Project 
Supervisor), Mr. B.M. Zajith, Mr. R. Miller, Ms. Anusha 
Harshani S., Mr. M.I.M. Nifras, and Mr. V. Saahithyan. 

● A team comprising two fourth-year students and two 
third-year students participated in the final round of 
the Inter-university Enterprise Mobility Software 
Development Competition-2011, organised by 
Motorola Inc. and SLASSCOM, and won the Second 
Runner-up. The team members are Mr. K. Thabotharan 
(Project Supervisor), Mr. Ranjith Subramaniam, Mr. 
Kaveevendan Varatharajah, Mr. Sivasakthy Sugirthan, 
and Mr. Namasivayam Nilashan.

● Mr. S. Sivasuthan received the Best Poster Award at the 
first national Sri Lanka Student Workshop on Computer 
Science (SL-SWCS’11) held on the 8th of December 
2011 at the University of Jaffna.

● Mr. Janith Somaweera received the Best Poster 
Award and Mrs. Janani Kugarajeevan received the 
Best Presentation Award at the seventh national Sri 
Lanka Student Workshop on Computer Science  
(SL-SWCS’23) held on 9th of December 2023 at the 
University of Jaffna.

● Three of our Level 3 students, Mr. R.N. Viththagan, Mr. 
S. Vithurshan and Mr. V. Sayanishan competed in the 
CodeStorm coding challenge, part of the Yarl IT Hub 
Innovation Festival 2023, held on November 4, 2023. They 
achieved Second Runner Up and were awarded a cash prize of  
LKR 10,000.00.

● Two of our Level 3S students, Mr. K. M. Ravindu 
Lasantha Senadeera and Ms. M. K. T. Sammani Fernando 
participated in the mSpace ‘Code Blast’ National 
Hackathon held on 30th September 2023 at the Trace 
Expert City, Colombo 10 and became the 1st Runner Up 
and won a cash prize of LKR 200,000.00.

● Ms. M. Mayuravaani and Ms. R. Priyadarshani received 
the Best Poster Award (Joint) and Ms. R. Nirthika and Mrs. 
Shajini Majuran received the Best Presentation Award 
(Joint) at the sixth national Sri Lanka Student Workshop 
on Computer Science (SL-SWCS’21) held on 4th of 
December 2021 at the University of Jaffna.
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● The final year research project, “A self-training 
convolutional neural network for the classification of 
surface defects in computer integrated manufacturing”, 
conducted by Ms. M. Mayuravaani, a Level-4S student 
under the supervision of Dr. M. Siyamalan has been 
awarded as a “Best innovative project – University 
category” at the Provincial Level of the “Sri Lanka 
Association of Software and Services Companies 
(SLASSCOM) National Ingenuity Awards 2021.

● Ms. Kasthuriarachchi, T. C and Ms. S. Meruja received 
the Best Poster Award (Joint), and Ms. R. Nirthika and 
Mrs. Shajini Majuran received the Best Presentation 
Award (Joint) at the fifth national Sri Lanka Student 
Workshop on Computer Science (SL-SWCS’19) held on 
7th of December 2019 at the University of Jaffna.

● A team of five students including Mr. Robin Roy 
Vimalanathan (Team lead) from DCS participated in 
the Deakin Innovation Challenge, Sri Lanka 2018, for 
the proposal entitled “Automated Hydroponic System 
with Machine Learning”, under the guidance of Dr. K. 
Thabotharan. The competition, which was held on 29th 
January, 2019 in the Cinnamon Grand Hotel, Colombo, 
Sri Lanka, and won the second place with a cash prize 
of AUD 1,500

● Our student team participated in the Start-up Weekend: 
Women’s Edition organised by Techstars, which was 
held from February 8th to 10th, 2019, at the Dialog 
Axiata Auditorium in Colombo. The group, consisting 
of Ms. Divya, Ms. Vetharshana, Ms. Ranjithamalar, and 
two members from other higher education institutions, 
became the 1st Runner-Up.

● Mr. R. Miller received the Best Poster Award and Mrs. 
Shajini Majuran received the Best Presentation Award 
at the fourth national Sri Lanka Student Workshop 
on Computer Science (SL-SWCS’17) held on 9th of 
December 2017 at the University of Jaffna.

● a competitive basis for the two-week programme in 
November 2017 in China referred to as “Seeds for the 
future” funded by Huawei. Mr. Thushanthan got an 
opportunity to study cutting-edge technologies such 
as LTE and cloud computing, and hands-on practice in 
Huawei Headquarter’s most advanced labs in Shenzhen, 
China. 

● The following team of students, Mr. Pramuditha 
Chamikara, Mr. Samila Chanuka, Mr. Indura Widyasekara, 
and Mr. Nayananga Muhandiram, got selected for 1 
million rupees of pre-approved finance for developing 
their project idea at Fintech Hack-2017, which was 
organised by the Nations Trust Bank.

● Mr. A. Thushanthan from Level 4S was selected 
on  Mr.  Robinroy  Pe ter  was  awarded  Spec ia l 
Recognition in the Tertiary (Business) Category 
in the National  Best Quality ICT Awards 2016 for 
his project Accident-Free Driving supervised by  
Dr. K. Thabotharan, awarded on the 14th of October 2016.

● Our student team won the Second Runner-up in the Code 
Sprint Hackathon organised by Ideamart in 2015. The 
team members who participated in this competition are 
Mr. B.M. Zajith, Mr. I.D.Q. Balendra, Mr. A.I.U. Kumara, 
Ms. Nirthika R., and Ms. Arunya S. 

Postgraduate Research Supervision in Computer 
Science

The DCS boasts a robust team of faculty members 
who excel in postgraduate research supervision, 
significantly contributing to the successful completion 
and ongoing supervision of MPhil and PhD degrees 
in Computer Science. Dr. S. Mahesan supervised 
three MPhil students and guided two PhD students to 
completion. Professor A. Ramanan has successfully 
supervised five MSc students, three MPhil students, and 
three PhD students to completion, and is currently co-
supervising an MPhil candidate and a PhD candidate. 
Professor M. Siyamalan has successfully supervised 
an MSc student and a PhD student, and is currently 
supervising an MPhil candidate and a PhD candidate. 
Dr. E.Y.A. Charles has completed supervision of two 
MPhil students and a PhD student, and is presently co-
supervising four MPhil candidates and a PhD candidate.    
Dr. K. Thabotharan has successfully supervised six 
MSc students to completion. Mr. S. Suthakar has 
successfully supervised two MSc students. Dr. K. 
Sarveswaran is currently supervising two MPhil 
students and a Masters student from Germany. In the 
past he has supervised six MEd students. Additionally, 
Dr. T. Kokul has successfully supervised four MSc and 
one MPhil student, and is currently co-supervising an 
MPhil and a PhD candidate. This collective expertise 
and dedication underscore the strength of the DCS 
staff in fostering high-quality research and supporting 
postgraduate scholars towards their academic 
achievements. Some of the above postgraduate 
supervision is performed in collaboration with foreign 
and Sri Lankan universities such as Queensland 
University of  Technology (Australia), The University 
of Sheffield (UK), Griffith University (Australia), 
Konstanz University (Germany), University of 
Moratuwa (Sri Lanka), University of Colombo 
School of Computing (Sri Lanka), and University of 
Peradeniya (Sri Lanka).



-46-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

● The final year research project, “A self-training 
convolutional neural network for the classification of 
surface defects in computer integrated manufacturing”, 
conducted by Ms. M. Mayuravaani, a Level-4S student 
under the supervision of Dr. M. Siyamalan has been 
awarded as a “Best innovative project – University 
category” at the Provincial Level of the “Sri Lanka 
Association of Software and Services Companies 
(SLASSCOM) National Ingenuity Awards 2021.

● Ms. Kasthuriarachchi, T. C and Ms. S. Meruja received 
the Best Poster Award (Joint), and Ms. R. Nirthika and 
Mrs. Shajini Majuran received the Best Presentation 
Award (Joint) at the fifth national Sri Lanka Student 
Workshop on Computer Science (SL-SWCS’19) held on 
7th of December 2019 at the University of Jaffna.

● A team of five students including Mr. Robin Roy 
Vimalanathan (Team lead) from DCS participated in 
the Deakin Innovation Challenge, Sri Lanka 2018, for 
the proposal entitled “Automated Hydroponic System 
with Machine Learning”, under the guidance of Dr. K. 
Thabotharan. The competition, which was held on 29th 
January, 2019 in the Cinnamon Grand Hotel, Colombo, 
Sri Lanka, and won the second place with a cash prize 
of AUD 1,500

● Our student team participated in the Start-up Weekend: 
Women’s Edition organised by Techstars, which was 
held from February 8th to 10th, 2019, at the Dialog 
Axiata Auditorium in Colombo. The group, consisting 
of Ms. Divya, Ms. Vetharshana, Ms. Ranjithamalar, and 
two members from other higher education institutions, 
became the 1st Runner-Up.

● Mr. R. Miller received the Best Poster Award and Mrs. 
Shajini Majuran received the Best Presentation Award 
at the fourth national Sri Lanka Student Workshop 
on Computer Science (SL-SWCS’17) held on 9th of 
December 2017 at the University of Jaffna.

● a competitive basis for the two-week programme in 
November 2017 in China referred to as “Seeds for the 
future” funded by Huawei. Mr. Thushanthan got an 
opportunity to study cutting-edge technologies such 
as LTE and cloud computing, and hands-on practice in 
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million rupees of pre-approved finance for developing 
their project idea at Fintech Hack-2017, which was 
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significantly contributing to the successful completion 
and ongoing supervision of MPhil and PhD degrees 
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an MSc student and a PhD student, and is currently 
supervising an MPhil candidate and a PhD candidate. 
Dr. E.Y.A. Charles has completed supervision of two 
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MSc students to completion. Mr. S. Suthakar has 
successfully supervised two MSc students. Dr. K. 
Sarveswaran is currently supervising two MPhil 
students and a Masters student from Germany. In the 
past he has supervised six MEd students. Additionally, 
Dr. T. Kokul has successfully supervised four MSc and 
one MPhil student, and is currently co-supervising an 
MPhil and a PhD candidate. This collective expertise 
and dedication underscore the strength of the DCS 
staff in fostering high-quality research and supporting 
postgraduate scholars towards their academic 
achievements. Some of the above postgraduate 
supervision is performed in collaboration with foreign 
and Sri Lankan universities such as Queensland 
University of  Technology (Australia), The University 
of Sheffield (UK), Griffith University (Australia), 
Konstanz University (Germany), University of 
Moratuwa (Sri Lanka), University of Colombo 
School of Computing (Sri Lanka), and University of 
Peradeniya (Sri Lanka).
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Permanent Staff of the Department 

Dr. S. Mahesan served as the Head of the Department 
of Computer Science and the Head of the Computer 
Unit, as well as a member of the Board of Directors 
of LEARN and a member of the Standing Committee 
on Computing at the UGC for several years. When 
we secured SIDA funds for networking, Dr. Mahesan 
worked closely with the then Dean of the Faculty, 
Professor R. Kumaravadivel, to conduct a feasibility 
study and initiate the process of establishing a campus-
wide network. He coordinated the activities whenever 
the SIDA team, consisting of personnel from Sweden 
and Colombo, visited the University for this project. 
Dr. Mahesan also contributed to writing proposals for 
the World Bank project aimed at Improving Relevance 
and Quality Enhancement (IRQUE). The Department 
of Computer Science, along with the Faculty of 
Science in general, benefited from this project by 
enhancing teaching and learning, and by training our 
staff abroad to the level of PhD

Dr. E.Y.A. Charles holds several key administrative 
and academic positions in the university: Head of 
the Computer Science Department (2008-2014), 
Patron of the Computer Society of this university  
(2008-2014), a member of the UGC’s Standing 
Committee on Computing (2008-2014), Head 
of the Computer Unit (2015-2018), a member of 
the Board of Directors for LEARN (2015-2017), 
Director of the OTS, World Bank funded AHEAD 
Operations (2018-2024), a member of the UGC’s 
Standing Committee on Development of Information 
Technology Infrastructure and Online Education 
(2020 to date). He served as a Coordinator for the 
Campus-wide networking project funded by the SIDA 
(2008-2009) and he serves as an administrator of the 
entire campus network (2009 to date) along with 
network managers of this university. In addition, he 
serves as one the administrator for network services 
including Moodle learning management system 
(LMS), email, and web of this university (2009 
to date). Currently, Dr. Charles is the Lead of the 
university student management information system 
(www.myuoj.jfn.ac.lk) development team, and he is 
the Branch Counsellor of the IEEE Student Branch 
of this university.

Professor A. Ramanan holds various administrative 
and academic positions in the university: Coordinator 
of e-learning for the Staff Development Centre (SDC) 

at the University of Jaffna (2013-2016), Activity 
Coordinator for Improving Career Prospects in 
the Physical Science Study Programme under the 
World Bank-funded HETC QIG Project (2013-
2016), representative of the Faculty of Science to 
the Township Project at Jaffna Main Campus (2016-
2017), Head of the Computer Science Department 
(2017-2020), Patron of the Computer Society of this 
university (2017-2020), a member of the UGC’s 
Standing Committee on Computing (2017-2020), 
a member of the technical evaluation committee 
for the project of construction of building and other 
related structures for the DCS appointed by the MoHE 
(2018). He also serves as Academic Counsellor (2020-
2023), Chairperson of the Faculty Newsletter and 
Student Handbook (2020-2023), Counsellor of the 
IEEE Student Branch of this university (2020-2021), 
Senior Treasurer of the Computer Society UoJ (2020-
2022), and Senior Treasurer of the IEEE Student 
Branch UoJ (2021-2022). Currently, he is the Student 
Counsellor (2024-2025) and Advisor of the IEEE 
Computational Intelligence Society Student Branch 
Chapter of this university (2022 to date). Additionally, 
he served as the Joint General Chair for the 9th 
IEEE International Conference on Information and 
Automation for Sustainability (ICIAfS, 2018) and as 
the General Chair for the Sri Lanka Student Workshop 
on Computer Science (SL-SWCS, 2019), the IEEE 
Summer School on Computational Intelligence: 
Theory and Applications (2023), and the Google 
exploreCSR Summer School on Machine Intelligence  
(GeSSoMI-2024). He served as the Editor for the first 
Jaffna University International Research Conference 
(JUICE) 2012. He also co-organised the APAN56 
Datathon 2023. Professor Ramanan is also a Senior 
Member of the IEEE since 2021. 

P rofessor  M.  S iyamalan  ho lds  va r ious 
administrative and academic positions in the university 
in chronological order: Treasurer of the Sri Lanka 
Student Workshop on Computer Science (SL-SWCS, 
2019), Senior Treasurer of the IEEE Student Branch 
UoJ (2020-2021), Counsellor of the IEEE Student 
Branch of this university (2021-2022), Student 
Counselor (2022-2023), and Academic Counsellor 
(2023 to date). In addition, he is one of the Chief 
Editors of Vingnanam Journal of Science (2021 to 
date), the Director of the Career Guidance Unit of 
this university (2023 to date), and the Advisor of the 
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IEEE Computer Society Student Branch Chapter of 
this university (2024 to date). Professor Siyamalan is 
also a Senior Member of the IEEE since 2021.

Dr. K. Thabotharan holds various administrative 
and academic positions in the university, including 
the Head of the Computer Science Department (2014-
2017), Head of the Computer Unit (2018-2021), and 
Project Coordinator for both the World Bank-funded 
ELTA-ELSE HETC (2014-2017) and AHEAD  
(2018-2023) Projects at the Faculty of Science. 
He also served as Director of the Career Guidance 
Unit (October 2020 - September 2023), Director of 
the Alumni Office (May 2021 to date), Academic 
Counsellor (2010-2016), and Student Counsellor 
(2011-2015). Additionally, he was the Coordinator of 
e-learning for the Staff Development Centre (SDC) at 
the University of Jaffna (2011-2013), Chairperson of 
the Curriculum Development Revision and Monitoring 
Committee (CDRMC) at the Faculty of Science (2020-
2022), Deputy Director of Well-Being (WeBe) at the 
Jaffna Centre (2019- 2022), Senior Treasurer of the 
Science Students’ Union (2018-2022), Patron of the 
Computer Society of this university (2014-2017), 
Coordinator for the Knowledge sharing partnership 
between the University of Jaffna and the World Bank, 
2012 to 2014 and the University Coordinator for the 
foreign students admitted to the University of Jaffna 
under the president’s scholarship scheme (2016 to 
2023). He also served as the member of the Campus 
Board of the Vavuniya Campus of the University of 
Jaffna (2014 to 2017). Dr. Thabotharan also serves 
as a Member of the Board of Directors for LEARN 
(July 2019 to date), a member of the UGC’s Standing 
Committee on Computing (2014-2017), Member 
of the Team preparing the Self Evaluation Report 
of the University of Jaffna for the Commonwealth 
in Learning Review and Implementation Model 
(COLRIM), 2013, and the Founding Patron of the 
GenZ Chapter of the Computer Society of Sri Lanka 
(CSSL) of the University of Jaffna (2022 to date). 

Dr. (Mrs.) Barathy Mayurathan holds various 
administrative and academic positions in the university: 
Treasurer of the national biennial workshop SL-SWCS 
(Sri Lanka Student Workshop on Computer Science) 
(2011-2021), Academic Counsellor (2017-2020), 
Founder Counsellor of the IEEE Student Branch of this 
university (2018-2020), Founder Advisor of the IEEE 

Women in Engineering Student Branch Affinity Group 
of this university (2021-2023), Student Counsellor 
(2021-2022), Senior Treasurer of the IEEE Student 
Branch UoJ (2022-2023), Head of the Computer 
Science Department (2023 to date), and Chairperson 
of the Faculty Newsletter and Student Handbook 
(2023 to date).

Mr. S. Suthakar holds various administrative 
and academic positions at the university. He served 
as the Senior Treasurer of the Computer Society of 
the University of Jaffna (2018-2019), Patron of the 
Computer Society UoJ (2020-2023), Head of the 
Computer Science Department (2020-2023), and 
a member of the UGC’s Standing Committee on 
Computing (2020-2023). He was a member of the 
technical evaluation committee for the Science and 
Technology Human Resource Development Project 
(STHRD Project), appointed by the Ministry of 
Education on 21 September 2023, for the procurement 
of equipment and furniture for the Faculty of Science, 
University of Jaffna. He has been a member of the 
Digital Transformation Committee of Jaffna District 
(DDTC), appointed by the District Secretariat of Jaffna 
(since 2022). Additionally, Mr. S. Suthakar has been 
instrumental in the process of commencing the Master 
of Computer Science [MCS], the Master of Science 
in Computer Science [MSc (CS)], and the Certificate 
Courses in Computing at the Department of Computer 
Science in 2024, and has served as the coordinator for 
their implementation. 

Dr. K. Sarveswaran holds various administrative 
and academic positions at the university. He served 
as the Activity Coordinator for Enhancing Learning 
Resources and Learner Support Services under the 
World Bank funded HETC Project for Improving 
Relevance & Quality of External Degree Programme 
(2013-2015). Dr. Sarveswaran established the Learning 
Management System (LMS) for the University 
of Jaffna in 2011 and has been maintaining it ever 
since. He also helps with other systems engineering 
administration tasks, like setting up servers. He also 
served as a consultant for the country’s first Tamil-
medium online Bachelor of Business Management 
program, started by the University of Jaffna, from 
2009 until 2018. Additionally, he served as an LMS 
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(STHRD Project), appointed by the Ministry of 
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instrumental in the process of commencing the Master 
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consultant for the Faculty of Agriculture, helping them 
set up their learning management system.  He was 
the Student Counsellor (2022-2023) and the founder 
Advisor of the IEEE Computational Intelligence 
Society Student branch chapter (2022-2023). In 
addition, he served as the Faculty Coordinator for 
the Well-Being Centre (2023-2024) and he was the 
Branch Counsellor of the IEEE Student Branch of the 
university (2023-2024). Dr. K. Sarveswaran is also a 
Senior Member of the IEEE since 2022.

Dr. S. Shriparen is the Senior Treasurer of the IEEE 
Student Branch of this university (2024). 

Dr. T. Kokul holds various academic positions 
in the university: Senior Treasurer of the Computer 
Society of this university (2022 to date). He also serves 
as the Coordinator of e-learning and IT Literacy for 
the Staff Development Centre (2023 to date) and the 
Academic Counsellor (2023 to date). Additionally, he 
serves as the Advisor of the IEEE Computer Society 
Student Branch Chapter (2023-2024).

Dr. (Ms.) R. Nirthika serves as the Interim Chair 
of the IEEE Computational Intelligence Society of 
this university (2022). Currently she is the Academic 
Career Guidance Advisor of the Faculty (2023 
to date) and the Advisor of the IEEE Women in 
Engineering (WIE) Student Branch Affinity Group 
of this university (2024).

Retired Staff of the Department

Dr. S. Mahesan
BSc Hons (Jaffna),  
MSc (Cardiff), PhD (Wales)
Senior Lecturer, Gr. I

Service at DCS: 1990 - 2023

Appointed on 20 October 1982 as an Assistant Lecturer in 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics, and transferred to 
the newly established Department of Computer Science on 01 
October 1990. Continued his services as Lecturer and Senior 
Lecturer until retirement on 01 November 2023.

Mr. M. Rajendram
Data Entry Operator - Supra Grade

Service at DCS: 1994 - 2018

Appointed in May 1983 as a labourer in Department of Math-
ematics and Statistics, and promoted as Laboratory attended 
in the Computer Unit in November 1987, and then promoted 
as a Data Entry operator in Department of Computer Science 
in November 1994 continued his service getting promotion to 
supra-grade and retired from 18 November 2018. 

Mr. P. Amirtharajah
Works Aide -  Supra Grade

Service at DCS: 1994 - 2021

Appointed in August 1993 as a labourer in Maintenance 
branch and then transferred to the Department of Comput-
er Science in August 1994, and continued his service getting 
promotion to supra-grade and retired from 26 January 2021.

Sri Lanka Student Workshop on Computer Science 
(SL-SWCS)

The Sri Lanka Student 
Workshop on Computer 
Science (SL-SWCS) 
is a proud initiative 
by the Department of 
Computer Science at 

the University of Jaffna, designed to be a student-

focused workshop. It was founded by Dr. A. Ramanan 
with the support of the then Head of the Department 
of Computer Science, Dr. E.Y.A. Charles, and their 
colleagues. The inaugural workshop took place in 
2011, drawing around 100 participants and marking 
the first national-level, student-centred event primarily 
focused on Computer Science students. This first 
session featured two keynote speakers and 18 poster 
presentations. Held biennially since its inception, 
SL-SWCS provides a stimulating opportunity for 
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young research students across Sri Lanka to engage 
in discussions with leading researchers from both 
local and international universities. The workshop 
allows participants to present their research findings 
and interact with their scientific peers in a friendly 
and constructive environment, fostering potential 
future collaborations. Awards for “Best Presentation” 
and “Best Poster” are given to student participants, 
with the winners receiving a cash prize sponsored 
by the Department of Mechanical Engineering at the 
University of Melbourne, Australia, through Professor 
Saman Halgamuge. Long-term sponsors of this 
national event include 99x and WSO2. Additionally, 
the logo for SL-SWCS was designed and created by 
Mr. S. Mayurathan, an alumnus from Batch 17 of the 
DCS.

UoJCoders Coding Competition

The Department of 
Computer Science 
hosts a `University 
o f  J a f f n a  c o d i n g 
competition’ known as 
“UoJCoders,” aimed 

at enhancing the problem-solving and programming 
skills of undergraduate computing students to develop 
efficient programmers. Inspired by IEEEXtreme, 
UoJCoders is a 12-hour inter-university coding 
competition open to all undergraduate students in 
Sri Lanka, particularly those pursuing computing 
degrees. The event is conducted online using the 
HackerRank platform. The inaugural UoJCoders 
competition took place on March 16-17, 2019, 
init iated by the DCS under the headship of  
Dr. A. Ramanan, and expertly organised by the 
Computer Society, led by Mr. R. Kasthurirajan and 
his team. The logo for UoJCoders was designed and 
created by Mr. Ruchira, an alumnus from Batch 09 
of the Direct-intake students of the DCS. Since its 
inception, UoJCoders has been a platform for nurturing 
coding talent and promoting a culture of competitive 
programming among the undergraduate community.

The Computer Society of the University of Jaffna 

The Computer  Society 
of  th i s  un ivers i ty  was 
established in 1993 (as per 
the 155th Council meeting) 
under the headship of Dr. 
S. Kanaganathan, and the 
Head of the Department also 

advised publishing a newsletter named “fzdpak;” 
(Kananiyam). Unfortunately, many documents were 
found missing when we returned to the main campus 
in May 1996, following the mass exodus from the 
Valikamam area to other areas that occurred in 
October/November 1995. The documents related to 
the CompSoc were also among them. Mr. Thabotharan 
drafted the constitution of the Computer Society in 
1998. The society became fully functional, with the 
election of the first set of office bearers in 1999, and 
Mr. S. Jeyarajan (Alumnus of the 5th Batch) was 
elected as the first president of the Computer Society. 
The crest of the Computer Society was designed and 
created by Mr. V.P. Sasivarnan, an alumnus of the 
Faculty of Science. Some of the prominent activities 
of CompSoc include conducting seminars in remote 
areas to review ICT subjects and past examination 
papers for students preparing for the G.C.E. (O/L) 
and (A/L) examinations, organising workshops for 
school students and teachers on website development, 
hosting TechTalks, coding bootcamps, and social 
gatherings. The CompSoc also celebrates religious 
festivals, including Thai Pongal and Navarathiri Pooja, 
fostering a sense of community and cultural diversity 
among students.

CompSoc Park was created to facilitate students’ 
independent and group learning, as well as to provide 
a space for leisure activities. The park was constructed 
by the DCS and features newly planted mango, neem, 
teak trees, and crotons, along with newly built stone 
seats. The park is strategically located in front of the 
New Science Block and behind the Mathematics 
Block and offers free Wi-Fi access to the students. 
The project transformed a small area of bare land 
into a vibrant and welcoming space for students. 
The construction was led by Dr. A. Ramanan and 
overseen by the members of the Computer Society of 
UoJ under the leadership of Mr. Y. Achchuthan, the 
then-President of CompSoc, during the headship of  
Dr. K. Thabotharan. Since its completion, CompSoc 
Park has become a cherished spot for students, who 
use it for various activities including celebrating the 
birthdays of batchmates and teachers. The park’s 
thoughtful design and amenities have made it an 
integral part of the campus, enhancing the student 
experience at the University of Jaffna.
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The IEEE Student Branch of the University 
of Jaffna

T h e  I E E E  S t u d e n t 
Branch of the University 
of Jaffna (IEEE-SB-
UoJ) was established 
in S eptember 2018 
under the leadership 
of the then Head of the 

Department of Computer Science, Dr. A. Ramanan, 
with Mr. S.P.D. Anuraj as the founding chairperson and 
Dr. (Mrs.) B. Mayurathan as the founding counsellor. 
Initially, the student branch comprised members from 
the Department of Computer Science, and it has since 
expanded to include members from the Faculties of 
Science, Engineering, and Technology. The branch 
now boasts several chapters and an affinity group, 
including the Power and Energy Society (PES) 
Chapter, Women in Engineering (WIE) Affinity 
Group, Computer Society (CS) Chapter, Robotics 
and Automation Society (RAS) Chapter, Signal 
Processing Society (SPS) Chapter, Computational 
Intelligence Society (CIS) Chapter, and Electron 
Devices Society and Nanotechnology Council (EDS-
NTC) Chapter. With over a hundred undergraduate and 
graduate members, IEEE-SB-UoJ offers a platform 
for students to develop innovative ideas and enhance 
both technical and non-technical skills. With over 
a hundred undergraduate and graduate members, 
IEEE-SB-UoJ provides a platform for students to 
develop their innovative ideas and technical and non-
technical skills. The branch is highly active, organising 
numerous activities throughout the year to bolster the 
professional and technical skills of both IEEE and 
non-IEEE members, including those in the region. Its 
members also participate in national and international 
committees and volunteer for projects organised by the 
IEEE Sri Lanka Section and IEEE. 

The IEEE-SB-UoJ has received numerous awards 
and recognitions for its outstanding activities and 
contributions. In 2023, the branch won the “Outstanding 
Student Branch Award” and the “Emerging Affinity 
Group (SB Category) Award” for the IEEE Women 
in Engineering (WIE) Student Branch Affinity Group 
at the IEEE Section Awards. In 2022, at the SYWL 
Congress in South Korea, IEEE-SB-UoJ secured 
the “IEEE Region 10 Outstanding Student Branch 
Award” and the “IEEE Regional Exemplary Student 
Branch Award” for its activities in the Asia Pacific 
Region. In 2021, at the IEEE BOOST Recognition 
Ceremony and IEEE Sri Lanka Section Awards, 
the branch was honoured with several accolades:  

the “Best Emerging Student Branch Recognition 
Award”, “First Runner-up of Student Branch Video 
Contest”, “Best IEEE Andaharaya Event”, “Winner 
of the Proposal Contest for Membership Development 
Fund”, and “Special Recognition for Membership 
Recrui tment  and Retent ion.” Addit ional ly,  
Professor A. Ramanan received the “Outstanding 
Branch Counsellor Award 2021” at the IEEE Sri 
Lanka Section Awards. At the 2023 IEEE Sri Lanka 
Section Awards, the IEEE CIS Student Branch Chapter 
received the “Emerging Chapter (Student Branch 
Category) Award”. At the 2024 IEEE Sri Lanka Section 
Awards, the IEEE WIE Student Branch Affinity Group 
was honored with the “Emerging Affinity Group 
(Student Branch Category) Award,” and Dr. (Ms.) R. 
Nirthika received the “Outstanding Branch Advisor 
Award” for her role as the Advisor of the IEEE WIE 
Student Branch Affinity Group at the University 
of Jaffna. Over the past three years, the branch has 
secured more than USD 25,000 in competitive grants 
to carry out various activities targeting university and 
school students. It is important to acknowledge that 
a significant contribution has been made by the DCS 
members. These accolades highlight the branch’s 
dedication to excellence and its substantial impact 
within the IEEE community.

Gavel Club at the DCS

In 2019, Ms. Samantha Tharani Jeyakumar played 
a crucial role in establishing a Gavel Club at the DCS 
at this university. The primary aim of this initiative was 
to motivate students to improve their English-speaking 
skills. By providing a supportive environment for 
practising public speaking and communication, the 
Gavel Club has become an invaluable resource for 
students, enhancing their confidence and proficiency 
in English. Since its inception, the club has held regular 
meetings and events, fostering a community of learners 
dedicated to personal and professional growth.

Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) Signed 
by the DCS

ICTA Sri Lanka, Dialog Axiata, and CSSL: On 
August 24, 2022, the DCS signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with the Information and 
Communication Technology Agency of Sri Lanka 
(ICTA), Dialog Axiata PLC, and the Computer 
Society of Sri Lanka (CSSL) to establish an IoT 
Innovation Laboratory in the newly constructed 
DCS building. The MoU signing ceremony included 
dignitaries from ICTA, CSSL, and Dialog Axiata PLC 
participating via Zoom from the ICTA Auditorium. The  
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna, Professor 
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S. Srisatkunarajah; the Dean of the Faculty of Science, 
Professor P. Ravirajan; the Head of the Department 
of Computer Science, Mr. S. Suthakar; the Patron of 
the CSSL GenZ Chapter at the University of Jaffna, 
Dr. K. Thabotharan; and other DCS staff joined the 
event via Zoom from the Boardroom of the University 
of Jaffna. Mr. Jayantha de Silva (Chairman, ICTA), 
Mr. Damith Hettihewa (President, CSSL), and Mr. 
Supun Weerasinghe (Director/Group Chief Executive, 
Dialog Axiata PLC) signed their copies of the MoU 
from the ICTA Auditorium, while the Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Jaffna signed another copy. Mr. S. 

Suthakar, with crucial support and coordination from 
Dr. K. Thabotharan, was instrumental in establishing 
the ‘IoT Innovation Lab,’ which is equipped with 
resources worth over LKR 12 million provided by 
Dialog Axiata PLC as part of the MoU.

University of Konstanz: The University of Jaffna, 
Sri Lanka, and the University of Konstanz, Germany, 
entered into a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on March 28, 2023, to facilitate research 
and collaboration in the areas of Natural Language 
Processing (NLP) and Computational Linguistics. 
The agreement was signed by the Department of 
Computer Science (DCS) at the University of Jaffna 
and the Department of Linguistics at the University 
of Konstanz, with the objective of promoting mutual 
cooperation and support in these fields. The MoU will 
facilitate joint research initiatives, faculty and student 
exchanges, and collaborative seminars and workshops. 
The signing ceremony was held at the University of 
Jaffna and was attended by representatives from both 
universities, including Professor S. Srisatkunarajah, 
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna, and 
Professor Dr. Miriam Butt, the Dean of the Faculty 
of Humanities at the University of Konstanz. The 
ceremony also included Professor P. Ravirajan, the 

Dean of the Faculty of Science, and the head and 
staff of the DCS at the University of Jaffna. This 
collaboration is expected to strengthen the research 
capabilities of both universities, facilitate the sharing 

of knowledge and expertise, and contribute to the 
advancement of NLP and Computational Linguistics. 
Dr. K. Sarveswaran was instrumental in bringing this 
MoU between the DCS at the University of Jaffna and 
the University of Konstanz.

Griffith University: An MoU has been drafted 
for collaboration between Griffith University and the 
University of Jaffna. The draft MoU has been approved 
by the council of the University of Jaffna and is now in 
the process of obtaining approval from the UGC and 
the Ministry of Education. This MoU is to establish 
a legal collaborative relationship in academic and 
research activities of the two institutions.

DCS Organised National Events

The DCS has been pivotal in organising national 
events that have significantly influenced Sri Lanka’s 
academic and IT landscapes. In December 2010, 
the DCS hosted the IEEE International Conference 
on Information and Automation for Sustainability 
(ICIAfS) Post Conference Workshop, a landmark 
event for the Faculty of Science, as it was the first-ever 
international workshop held there, attracting around 
100 students. In December 2014, the DCS organised 
the largest IT event in the Northern Peninsula, the 
Jaffna IT Conference, with generous support from 
SLASSCOM, the ICT Agency of Sri Lanka (ICTA), 
the Export Development Board (EDB), and the 
Ministry of Education (MoE). This event drew over 
200 students from across the country and offered 
deep insights into Sri Lanka’s IT industry. More 
recently, in July 2023, the DCS in collaboration 
with the IEEE Computational Intelligence Society 
(CIS) Student Branch Chapter of the University 
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of Jaffna hosted the IEEE Summer School on 
Computational Intelligence: Theory and Applications 
(AIGNITE-2023), marking the first such event in Sri 
Lanka. In June 2024, the DCS, in collaboration with 
the University of Melbourne and Google Research, 

held the “Google exploreCSR Summer School on 
Machine Intelligence (GeSSoMI-2024),” gathering 
111 students for a transformative experience in 
cutting-edge technologies like Machine Learning 
and Generative AI, featuring global and local experts.

Participants of the IEEE ICIAfS Post Conference Workshop – 2010

Participants of the AIGNITE Summer School – 2023   Participants of the GeSSoMI Summer School - 2024

Pioneer Batch of the DCS

New Building of the DCSSchool Students for Learning at the DCS

For more photos please visit: www.csc.jfn.ac.lk/ gallery
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Heads of the Department of Computer Science since 1991

Prof.  K.  Kunaratnam  
1991 – 1993

Dr.  S.  Kanaganathan 
1993 - 1996

Dr.  S.  Mahesan  
1996 – 1999
2000 – 2008

Mr.  K.  Kannan (Acting)
1999 - 2000

Dr.  E.  Y.  A.  Charles
2008 - 2014

Dr.  K.  Thabotharan
2014 - 2017

Prof.  A.  Ramanan  
2017 - 2020

Mr.  S.  Suthakar 
2020 - 2023

Dr.  (Mrs).  B. Mayurathan
2023 – to date
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Academic Staff of the Department 

Professor A. Ramanan
Professor in Computer Science
BSc Hons (Jaffna), 
PhD (Southampton), SMIEEE

Mr. S. Suthakar
Senior Lecturer Gr. I
BSc Hons (Jaffna), 
MPhil (Jaffna)

Professor M. Siyamalan
Professor in Computer Science
BSc Hons (Jaffna), MSc (Nice), 
PhD (Dundee), SMIEEE

Dr. K. Sarveswaran
Senior Lecturer Gr. I
BSc Hons (Peradeniya), 
MSc (Moratuwa)
PhD (Moratuwa), CLP, 
SMIEEE

Dr. E. Y. A. Charles
Senior Lecturer Gr. I
BSc Hons (Jaffna), PhD (Cardiff), 
MIEEE

Dr. S. Shriparen
Senior Lecturer Gr. II
BSc Hons (Jaffna), 
MSc (Colombo),
PhD (Queensland), MIEEE

Dr. T. Kokul
Senior Lecturer Gr. II
BSc Hons (Jaffna), 
PhD (Queensland), SMIEEE

Dr. K. Thabotharan
Senior Lecturer Gr. I
BSc Hons (Jaffna), MSc (Akron), 
Ph.L. (Uppsala), PhD (Colombo), 
MIEEE

Dr. (Ms.) J. Samantha Tharani
Senior Lecturer Gr. II
BSc Hons (Jaffna), 
PhD (Griffith), MIEEE

Dr. (Mrs). Barathy Mayurathan
Head of the Department
Senior Lecturer Gr. I
BSc Hons (Jaffna), 
PhD (Peradeniya), SMIEEE

Ms. M. Mayuravaani 
Lecturer (Probationary)
BSc Hons (CS) (Jaffna)

Dr. (Ms.) R. Nirthika
Lecturer 
BSc Hons (Jaffna), 
PhD (Jaffna), SMIEEE
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Mr. Y. Hajanthan
Technical Officer Gr. II Seg. B
BSc (Jaffna)

Mr. V. Visithan
Programmer Cum Systems 
Analyst Gr. I
BSc Hons (Jaffna), 
MSc (Peradeniya)

Mr. N. Thileepan
Staff Management Assistant

Mr. T. Sugirthan
Asst. Network Manager Gr. I
BSc (Jaffna), HNDIT, 
MSc (Peradeniya)

Mr. A. Arulnesan
Laboratory Attendant Gr. III

Mrs. A. Vahini
Management Assistant Gr. III
BBA Hons (Jaffna)

Academic Support Staff

Non-academic Staff
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About the Department of Fisheries

The Department of Fisheries emerged from the 
Centre for Development of Fisheries, which was 
founded through the dedicated efforts of Prof. K. 
Chitravadivelu in 1998. The primary aim of the 
Centre was to offer a Diploma in Fisheries Science 
course, focusing on capacity development within 
fishing communities. Due to the high demand for 
this diploma and the introduction of new degree 
programs in fisheries and aquatic sciences at other 
Universities in Sri Lanka, there was a recognized need 
for similar degree programs in the northern province. 
Therefore, being the then Head of the Department 
of Zoology and chairperson of the subcommittee to 
establish Department of Fisheries, senior Professor 
Sivashanthini Kuganathan, in association with another 
five staff members of Zoology Department, formulated 
and submitted a proposal to offer Fisheries Science 
as a principal subject for biological science students 
to the faculty board in 2007, at the request of the then 
acting Vice-Chancellor, Prof.R.Kumaravadivel. This 
proposal received swift approval from the faculty 
board, senate, and council of the University of 
Jaffna. Subsequently, the Standing Committee of the 
University Grants Commission (UGC) approved a 
four-year honours degree curriculum to commence a 
Bachelor of Science Honours in Fisheries Science, and 
the establishment of the Department of Fisheries was 
notified by Gazette on June 5, 2009. The Department 
of Fisheries officially began its operations on August 
1, 2009, with Prof. Sivashanthini Kuganathan, a staff 
from the Zoology Department, as the founder and head 
of the department.

Since its establishment, the Department of 
Fisheries offered a BScHons in Fisheries Science, for 
Biological Sciences stream students under the Faculty 
of Science and an MPhil programme in Fisheries 
Science under the Faculty of Graduate Studies. The 
BSc general degree programme spans three years, 
while the BScHons degree is a four-year programme 
that includes research and internship components. 
The diploma in Fisheries Science, offered since 1998, 
was discontinued in 2012 due to a lack of human and 
infrastructure resources once the new degree program 
was accommodated.

The undergraduate curriculum is designed with 
a multidisciplinary approach, incorporating marine 
biology, fisheries biology, molecular biology, 
biochemistry, microbiology, oceanography, limnology, 
ecology, fishery economics, social science, aquatic 
toxicology, and fisheries statistics. These courses, 
crafted by expert panels led by Prof. Sivashanthini 
Kuganathan, aim to equip graduates with a broad 
knowledge base and critical thinking skills, preparing 
them to address emerging issues in the fisheries sector. 
The MPhil programme is designed to tackle emerging 
fisheries and aquatic-related issues in the northern 
region of Sri Lanka. It focuses on scientifically 
identifying problems and solutions, contributing to 
sustainable development in the region and the broader 
fisheries sector.

During the first three years, academic activities 
were supported by lecturers from other departments, 
including Prof. Noble Surendran, Prof. Eswaramohan, 
Dr. Abiramy, Mr. Venkatesh Luckshman from the 
Zoology Department, and Prof. Thavaranjit and Dr. 
(Ms.) Krishnapillai from the Botany Department. 
Later, the department was compelled to manage the 
general and honours degree programmes by utilising 
temporary and visiting lecturers. The challenges faced 
in conducting lectures and practical classes were 
transformed into strong requests to the UGC to create 
new cadres but none of them were successful during 
that time. In 2014, University administration requested 
the UGC to convert three Dean’s Office temporary 
cadres to permanent cadres and got the approval from 
them and allocated for the newly established Fisheries 
Department with the wholehearted agreement of the 
then Dean of the Faculty of Science Prof. K. Kandsamy. 
Realising the difficulties faced by the then Head of the 
Department, Prof. Mrs.S.Kuganathan, the then Vice 
Chancellor, Professor Vasanthy Arasaratnam, Senior 
Professor of Biochemistry requested the UGC to 
grant permission to transfer her to the Department 
of Fisheries from the Department of Zoology. It was 
successful and she was transferred to the Department 
of Fisheries on 01st May 2014 and occupied the one 
permanent cadre. For the remaining two cadres, two 
additional lecturers were recruited in 2015, they were 
Mrs. Sutharshini Sathyaruban, who had served as a 

DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES
University of Jaffna
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temporary assistant lecturer since the department’s 
inception, and Mr. Kuddithamby Gunaalan, who had 
been serving as a visiting lecturer since 2012.

Only one student entered the honours degree 
programme in 2012, and in the following year, 
four students were selected. The honours degree 
programme was fully supported and facilitated by 
visiting lecturers. Visiting lecturers from Universities 
across Sri Lanka, such as Prof. Udeni Edirisinghe 
from the University of Peradeniya (2013 – to date),  
Dr. Arivalakan from the University of Jaffna (2014), 
Dr. Chinthaka Perera (2013 – to date), Dr. Guruge from 
the University of Ruhuna (2014 – to date), Mr. Nuwan 
from the University of Uva Wellassa (2014 – 2022), 
Prof. Jeyakodi from the University of Wayamba (2019 
– 2022), and Prof. Pathmalal from the University of Sri 
Jeyawardenapura (2022), have all contributed to the 
honours degree program.  Due to high job demand, the 
department’s student population has grown, leading 
to the recruitment of Mr. Nadarajah Ragavan, Mrs. 
Shobiya Gobiraj, and Mrs. Thapeetha Arudselven as 
lecturers in 2018, 2019, and 2021, respectively. This 
was possible with the newly provided three cadres by 
the UGC after an expert team visit to all Sri Lankan 
Universities in 2017, to revise the cadres. 

The Department of Fisheries faced significant 
challenges due to limited infrastructure for conducting 
lectures and practicals. Since its inception, lectures 
have been conducted in the 1200 square feet Centre for 
Development of Fisheries, Lecture hall. Adjacent to 
it there is another 1200 square feet office space which 
served as an office, administrative and staff area. The 
Zoology Department provided laboratory spaces for 
practical sessions from 2009 to 2012. 

In 2013, the old Health Centre building was 
allocated as a laboratory for Fisheries Science students 
by the then Dean, Faculty of Science. However, it was 
assigned to construct a new building for the Department 
of Computer Science which was demolished in  2019 
and the Fisheries Science laboratory was moved to 
the old diploma in Fisheries Science building behind 
the Chemistry Department in 2014. After persistent 
efforts by Prof. Sivashanthini Kuganathan, a space 
was allocated in the newly constructed Natural Science 
Block (NSB II) in 2015, with the support of the then 
Dean, Faculty of Science Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah. 

Despite these efforts, office space and staff rooms 
remained insufficient and unsuitable for confidential 

tasks such as paper setting and corrections, as it was 
an open space where anyone could enter and exit. This 
led to a rented temporary relocation to the first house of 
Kumarasamy Lane in 2020 with the extended support 
of the then Dean and the then Competent Authority. 
The scattered locations of the department’s facilities 
and limited lecture hall and laboratory spaces have 
restricted the student intake, with a maximum of 40 
students per batch.

During this period, the Department facilitated 
the graduation of numerous students through the  
degree programme. From 1998 to 2012, 480 students 
graduated with a diploma in Fisheries Science course. 
Since the inception of the degree programmes, more 
than 400 students have majored in fisheries science as 
part of their undergraduate studies. The department 
has produced 50 Fisheries Science honours degree 
graduates and 11 MPhil graduates, with 8 students 
currently working under the projects handled by the 
Department. Remarkably, 98% of our graduates are 
now employed in government and private sectors, 
25% of our graduates have pursued further education 
and 42 % of them have obtained postgraduate degrees 
in foreign countries. This success underscores the 
department’s commitment to providing high-quality 
education and training, equipping students with the 
skills and knowledge needed to excel in their careers 
and contribute to the sustainable development of the 
fisheries sector.

The Department of Fisheries facilitates two 
overseas training/research programmes: the GRO-FTP 
(formerly UNU FTP) and the NOR LANKA BLUE 
project, both offering full scholarships. Since 2018, 
five undergraduates have received full scholarships 
to participate in the six-month UNESCO-GRO 
Fisheries Training Program (GRO-FTP) in Iceland. 
Additionally, nine MPhil students have been awarded 
scholarships to attend a five-month mobility training 
programme with coursework at Tromso University, 
Norway, under the NOR-LANKA Blue project since 
2019. These programmes provided foreign exposure 
and opportunities to conduct research under the 
guidance of world-renowned scientists in fisheries 
and related fields.

Despite the small number of staff in the Department 
of Fisheries within the Faculty of Science, the 
Department produced high-quality research through 
several grants. The department’s staff have been 
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During this period, the Department facilitated 
the graduation of numerous students through the  
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Since the inception of the degree programmes, more 
than 400 students have majored in fisheries science as 
part of their undergraduate studies. The department 
has produced 50 Fisheries Science honours degree 
graduates and 11 MPhil graduates, with 8 students 
currently working under the projects handled by the 
Department. Remarkably, 98% of our graduates are 
now employed in government and private sectors, 
25% of our graduates have pursued further education 
and 42 % of them have obtained postgraduate degrees 
in foreign countries. This success underscores the 
department’s commitment to providing high-quality 
education and training, equipping students with the 
skills and knowledge needed to excel in their careers 
and contribute to the sustainable development of the 
fisheries sector.

The Department of Fisheries facilitates two 
overseas training/research programmes: the GRO-FTP 
(formerly UNU FTP) and the NOR LANKA BLUE 
project, both offering full scholarships. Since 2018, 
five undergraduates have received full scholarships 
to participate in the six-month UNESCO-GRO 
Fisheries Training Program (GRO-FTP) in Iceland. 
Additionally, nine MPhil students have been awarded 
scholarships to attend a five-month mobility training 
programme with coursework at Tromso University, 
Norway, under the NOR-LANKA Blue project since 
2019. These programmes provided foreign exposure 
and opportunities to conduct research under the 
guidance of world-renowned scientists in fisheries 
and related fields.

Despite the small number of staff in the Department 
of Fisheries within the Faculty of Science, the 
Department produced high-quality research through 
several grants. The department’s staff have been 
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awarded 22 research grants to conduct multidisciplinary 
research in fisheries and marine-related sectors, 
aiming to develop sustainable fisheries, manage the 
environment effectively, and enhance community 
livelihoods. 

Major research projects include Prof. Sivashanthini 
Kuganathan’s MFF project on identifying potential 
sites for sea cucumber culture in 2014, which 
revolutionised the farming industry, and a project on 
renovating freshwater tanks in Delft Island, providing 
clean water for local residents. Another notable project 
involved utilising palmyra fruit as an ingredient for 
fish feeds, emerging as a cost-effective feeding method 
in aquaculture carried out by Sutharshini Sathyaruban.

The department has published 9 books, 2 book 
chapters, 69 peer-reviewed journal articles, 93 
abstracts, 5 short communications, and 9 magazine 
and paper articles, disseminating knowledge to both 
the scientific community and the public. This body 
of work underscores our commitment to advancing 
the field of fisheries science and contributing to 
sustainable practices and community development.

Of the staff members recruited Kuddithamby 
Gunaalan completed his PhD at Technical University 
of Denmark and returned for work in February 2024, 
Sutharshini Sathyaruban submitted her PhD thesis 
at University of Sri Jayawardenapura, returned for 
work and assumed duties as the second Head of the 
Department in August 2024, Mr. Nadarajah Ragavan 
is writing his PhD thesis and about to submit it to 
the University of Sri Jayawardenapura shortly, 
Mrs. Shobya Gobiraj completed her MPhil degree 
at University of Jaffna with the mobility training 
offered under NORLANKA BLUE project had been 
trained for 5 months at University of Tromso and 
returned for work in August 2022 and Mrs. Thapeetha 
Arudselven is awarded a scholarship to pursue Masters 
in Aquaculture and Aquatic resource management at 
Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand and proceeded 
to Thailand on study leave in August 2024. All these 
promotional events could be severely admired for the 
solo efforts and leadership of the founder head Prof. 
Sivashanthini Kuganathan amidst all the challenges 
and struggles.    

Apart from routine activities, the Department 
of Fisheries seriously focuses on community 
development and environmental monitoring, utilising 
the knowledge and research skills of students and 

staff. The department conducts ongoing monitoring 
of marine environments and fisheries ecosystems, 
involving undergraduate and postgraduate students 
in field visits and research activities. Key focus 
areas include the shrimp fishery in the Jaffna 
Peninsula, beach pollution analysis, and climate 
change impacts assessed through satellite and in-situ 
monitoring. Additionally, the department analyzes 
primary productivity and plankton diversity. This 
comprehensive monitoring enables the department 
to issue precautionary warnings based on research 
findings, including alerts for harmful algal blooms, 
fishing mortalities, invasive species, and overfishing, 
thus safeguarding fishers, tourists, and the local 
economy. 

The department also actively participates in 
community development initiatives, empowering 
fishing communities by imparting scientific 
knowledge and fostering skill development to broaden 
livelihood opportunities and increase resilience 
to future challenges. These initiatives include 
organizing beach cleaning campaigns to promote 
environmental health and enhancing student skills 
through webinars and expert talks. By integrating 
research and community outreach, the department 
demonstrates its commitment to using scientific 
advancements for practical applications that benefit 
both the environment and the local community.

Despite significant achievements in research, 
awards, and international training opportunities for 
students, the Department of Fisheries continues to face 
challenges due to a lack of centralised infrastructure. 
Limited to one lecture hall, one large laboratory, 
one small research lab, one equipment room, one 
conference hall, and one wet lab, the department’s 
teaching and learning capabilities are severely 
restricted, which also limits student intake for the 
degree program. Although land has been allocated 
for constructing a four-storey department building, 
the department is actively seeking funding and grant 
support to achieve this project. 

If the proposed building becomes true, it would 
enable increased student intake, the recommencement 
of the diploma programme to develop the capacity of 
fishers and other stakeholders, and the introduction 
of two new applied science programmes: Sustainable 
Ocean and Aquaculture Management, and Ocean 
Science and Marine Conservation. The Department 
achieved many accomplishments with limited 
resources, but the lack of adequate facilities continues 
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to hinder its staff’s full potential. With the necessary 
infrastructure, the Department can expand the 
educational offerings and further enhance its 
contributions to the field of fisheries science and 
community development.

International Collaborations and Capacity 
Development for Fisheries Science Students

Through strategic international collaborations, 
the Department of Fisheries at the University of 
Jaffna offers its students invaluable opportunities 
to enhance their academic and professional skills 
in fisheries science. These partnerships provide 
access to advanced training programmes, research 
opportunities, and exchange programmes, enabling 
our students to gain global perspectives and expertise. 
By participating in these initiatives, students are 
better equipped to contribute to sustainable fisheries 
management and the development of marine resources 
in Sri Lanka. The department remains committed to 
fostering these opportunities, ensuring our graduates 
are prepared to tackle the challenges of the fisheries 
sector.

UNU-FTP / GRO-FTP

The UNU-FTP/GRO-FTP is an advanced six-
month graduate fisheries training program held 
in Iceland, in collaboration with the University of 
Iceland, the University of Akureyri, Matis, and the 
Marine and Freshwater Research Institute. The 
program includes intensive coursework and a research 
project, aimed at enhancing resource management 
capacities in developing countries. Since 2018, 
five candidates from the Department of Fisheries, 
University of Jaffna have successfully completed this 
program.

Name Specialisation Year

Mr. Nadarajah 
Ragavan

Fisheries Policy 
and Management 

2018/19

Ms. Thapeethe 
Arudselven

Quality Man-
agement of Fish 
Handling and 
Processing

2019/20

Ms. Dhanushka 
Dilini Jayaweera

Quality Man-
agement of Fish 
Handling and 
Processing

2022/23

Ms. Moksha S. 
Usgoda

Quality Man-
agement of Fish 
Handling and 
Processing

2023/24

Mr. Gobiraj Rame-
jeyam

Aquatic Re-
source As-
sessment and 
Monitoring

2023/24

NORLANKA BLUE PROJECT

Partner for NORPART grant (NORPART- 
2018/10045) titled “NORLANKA BLUE - Innovative 
network in fisheries, aquaculture and aquatic science”. 
It is a collaborative project funded by the Norwegian 
Agency for International Cooperation and Quality 
Enhancement in Higher Education (Diku) awarded to 
Arctic University of Norway (UiT) in collaboration 
with University of Ruhuna (UoR), University of Jaffna 
(UoJ) and the National Aquatic Resources Research 
and Development Agency (NARA). Under this grant 
UiT and the collaborative Universities jointly secured 
a grant over the period of five years (2019 – 2023) 
under the above theme.

The following nine graduates have been awarded to 
undergo a one-semester exchange study programme at 
UiT, Norway, under the NOR-LANKA BLUE project. 
They followed master degree course modules for 30 
European credits at the UiT.

Name of student Year

Ms. S. Saruga
2019

Ms. P. Gowsala

Ms. P. Shobiya

2020Ms. J.G.B.D.D. Jayaweera

Mr. P.M.R.C.S.B. Pallemulla

Ms. S. Uventhikka
2022

Ms. K. Sivagini

Ms. N.M.I. Anjalie
2023

Ms. C.N.S.Wijesundara
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Research grants

Prof. Mrs. Sivashanthini Kuganathan

1. Principal - investigator of the research project 
titled “Fishes of the Jaffna lagoon”. Financially 
supported by University of Jaffna in 1998: 
Completed successfully (Research station: 
University of Jaffna). (Amount 25000/=).

2. Co-investigator of the research project titled 
“Status and taxonomy of Herpetofauna and their 
conservation in Jaffna peninsula” since February 
2006, financially supported by National Science 
Foundation of Sri Lanka [RG/2003/ZOO/07]: 
Completed successfully. (Research station: 
University of Jaffna). (Amount 437,540/=).

3. “Principal investigator for the research project 
“Lipid deposition and depletion in relation to 
sexual maturity and spawning in Scomberoids 
lysan (Carangidae)” funded by National Research 
Council, Colombo, Sri Lanka [grant No: 07-19]. 
(Research station: University of Jaffna). (Amount 
2,309,000/=).

4. Principal - investigator of the research project titled 
“Systematics and population dynamics of squids 
from the northern coastal waters of Sri Lanka”. 
Financially supported by National Science 
Foundation of Sri Lanka [RG/2006/MS/01]: 
Completed successfully. (Research station: 
University of Jaffna). (Amount 1,554,720/=).

5. Principal - investigator of the research project 
titled “Reproductive biology of Gerres oblongus 
from the Jaffna lagoon”. Financially supported 
by Faculty of Graduate Studies research grant, 
University of Jaffna: Completed successfully. 
(Research station: University of Jaffna). (Amount 
84,500/=).

6. Principal – investigator of the research project 
titled “Potential for sea cucumber culture from 
the Jaffna lagoon”. Financially supported by 
IUCN- MFF [MFF/98]. Completed successfully. 
[Research station: University of Jaffna]. (Amount 
1,413,830/=).

7. Principal – investigator of the research project 
titled “Diversity and the antimicrobial activity 
of sea grasses in the coastal region of Jaffna 
Peninsula”. Financially supported by University 
research grant – 2014 (URG/2014/SEIT/03). 

Completed successfully. [Research station: 
University of Jaffna]. (Amount 493,150/=).

8. Principal – investigator of the research project 
titled “Mapping of ponds / waterholes and 
restoration of a selected pond at the Delft Island”. 
Financially supported by IUCN- MFF [MFF/07]. 
Completed successfully. [Research station: 
University of Jaffna]. (Amount 2,431,334/=).

9. Principal – investigator of the research project 
titled “Assessing the quality and quantity of coral 
DNA by conventional agarose gel electrophoresis 
method”. Financially supported by University 
research grant – 2018 (URG/2018/SEIT/01). 
Completed successfully. [Research station: 
University of Jaffna]. (Amount 800,000/=).

10. Principal – investigator of the research project 
titled “Identification of cryptic sea cucumber 
species in Northern Province using DNA 
barcoding”. Financially supported by University 
research grant – 2019 (URG/2019/SEIT/25). 
Work in Progress. [Research station: University 
of Jaffna]. (Amount 800,000/=).

Mrs. Sutharshiny Sathyaruban

1. Principal - investigator of the research project 
titled “Evaluation of shelf life for commercially 
important food fishes and shell fishes in the Jaffna 
Peninsula during ice storage (Research station: 
University of Jaffna: URG/2015/01). (Amount 
500,040/=). (Completed)

2. Principal investigator of the research project 
titled “Effect of natural carotenoid for enhancing 
colouration and growth in goldfish (Carassius 
auratus)” (URG/2018/SEIT/02) (Amount 
800,000/=) (Completed)

3. “Principal Investigator of the research titled “A 
comparative study on isolation of DNA from fin, 
scale and tissues of cryptic ornamental fishes in 
Jaffna Peninsula” (URG/2019/SEIT/22) (Amount 
900,000/=). (Completed)

4. Principal Investigator of the research titled 
“Formulation of practical diets for swordtails 
Xiphophorus helleri (Poeciliidae) for growth 
and colour optimization using mathematical 
modelling” (URG/2021/SEIT/30) (Amount 
797,000 /=) (Completed.)
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5. Principal Investigator of the research titled 
“Enhancing the skin colouration of ornamental 
fishes using palmyrah fruit” (AHEAD/RA3/UBL/
JFN/OVAA/23) (Amount 91,500/=) Completed

6. “Financial assistance by UGC for PhD studies 
titled “Efficiency of skin colouration, immune 
response and growth in Guppy, swordtail and 
platyfish species fed with locally formulated diet 
using palmyrah fruit pulp, seaweed and shrimp 
shells” amounting Rs. 2,767,642.28 in 2021 (in 
Progress) 

Dr. Kuddithamby Gunaalan

1. Principal - investigator of the research project 
titled “Water quality assessment of Ponds at 
Delft Island, Jaffna (Research station: University 
of Jaffna: URG/2015/01). (Amount 800,040/=). 
(Completed)

Mr. Nadarajah Ragavan

1. Principal - investigator of the research project 
titled “Quantitative and qualitative assessment of 
genomic DNA extracted from cryptic Sardinella 
species: PCR optimization” (Research station: 
University of Jaffna: URG/2021/SEIT/25). 
(Amount 806,200/=). (Completed)

Mr. Khalingarajah Harichandra

1. University Business Linkage (UBL) competitive 
research grant amounting to 100,000.00 LKR 
from the University of Jaffna for developing 
a “smart faucet.( AHEAD/RA3/UBL/JFN/
OVAA/01)”

Awards and fellowship

Prof. (Mrs.) Sivashanthini Kuganathan

1. Awarded a KORDI – UNU International 
Fellowship to attend two weeks training on 
Passive air sampling: long range transport of 
pollutants.

2. Awarded MoES, CSIR New Delhi and TNSCST 
Chennai fellowship to visit PG Research

3. Department of Zoology, Government Arts College 
(Autonomous), Kumbakonam – 612 001, Tamil 
Nadu, India and to attend International workshop 
on fish taxonomy from 21st – 23rd March 2012

4. SUSRED award – 2012,  under  Support 
Scheme for Supervision of Research Degree in 

recognition of the supervision of M.Phil titled 
“Population dynamics of Sepioteuthis lessoniana 
(Cephalopoda: Loliginidae) from the Jaffna 
lagoon” by the National Science Foundation, 
Colombo

5. SUSRED award-2014, under Support Scheme 
for Supervision of Research Degree (SUSRED) 
in recognition of the supervision of M.Phil titled 
“Reproductive characteristics of Scomberoides 
lysan (Forsskal, 1775) (Pisces: Carangidae) from 
the waters around Jaffna Peninsula, Sri Lanka” by 
the National Science Foundation, Colombo on the 
23rd day of December 2014.

6. SUSRED award 2014, under Support Scheme 
for Supervision of Research Degree (SUSRED) 
in recognition of the supervision of M.Phil titled 
“Lipid changes in relation to sexual maturity and 
spawning in Scomberoides lysan (Carangidae) 
from waters around the Jaffna peninsula, Sri 
Lanka” by the National Science Foundation, 
Colombo on the 23rd day of December 2014.

7. Long service award by University of Jaffna – 2019

Mrs. Sutharshiny Sathyaruban

1. “UNU – UNESCO International Fellowship 
to attend two weeks training programme 
on ‘‘mangrove biodiversity’’ at Annamalai 
University, India in 2015.

2. THE IOC/IODE/OCEANTEACHER GLOBAL 
ACADEMY: OTGA-INOS/UMT Training 
Course: Foundations of Coastal and Marine 
Spatial Planning: 18 - 22 November 2018, Kuala 
Terengganu, Malaysia.

3. Best Oral Presentation award – first runner up – 
Virtual 13th AFAF – 2 nd June 2022.

4. PhD mobility training fellowship at UiT, Norway 
under NORPART Project - 2022

Dr. Gunaalan Kuddithamby

1. Travel grant for the PICES/ICES 7th International 
Zooplankton Production Symposium (Hobart, 
Australia) by Scientific Committee on Oceanic 
Research (SCOR)
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2. PhD Scholarship by Technical University of 
Denmark 2020-2023

3. Water and Society (WaSo) Fellowship for “Water 
and Wastewater Management”,  A summer school 
from 18/06/2017 to 07/07/2017 at Norwegian 
University of Life Sciences (NMBU) and The 
University Centre in Svalbard (UNIS), Norway 
2011).

4. Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degree Scholarship 
for MSc in Water and Coastal Management 2018-
2020.

Mr. Ragavan Nadarajah

1. Fellow, Fishery Oceanography for UN Ocean 
Decade (F.O.O.D) course conducted by the Indian 
National Centre for Ocean Information Services 
(INCOIS) in Hyderabad, India under Indian 
Technical and Economic Cooperation Programme 
(ITEC), Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
of India (2024)

2. Fellow, Fisheries policy and management course 
conducted United Nation Fisheries Training 
Programme (UNUFTP) in Iceland (2018-2019)

Mrs. Shobiya Gobiraj

1. Fellow, student exchange mobility under 
NORLANKA BLUE project to University of 
Tromso in 2020.

Mrs. Thapeetha Arudselven

1. Fellow, Quality management and fish handling 
course conducted United Nation Fisheries 
Training Programme (UNUFTP) in Iceland 
(2019-2020).

2. Asian Development Bank - Japan Scholarship 
Programe (ADB-JSP) for M.Sc in Aquaculture 
and Aquatic resources management at Asian 
Institute of Technology, Thailand (2024).

Mr. Khalingarajah Harichandra

1. Gold Medal in 8th International Invention 
Innovation Competition in Canada, iCAN 2023 
on 26th August, 2023 conducted by Toronto 
International Society of Innovation & Advanced 
Skills (Tisias) Toronto, On, Canada. for developing 
a “smart faucet v2.0.”

2. Gold Medal in the Island-wide Invention and 
Innovation Competition titled “SAHASAK 
NIMAVUM-2020” for an “automated hand 
washing station” under the ‘public works and 
infrastructure engineering’ subcategory of 
University and Tertiary Educational Institutes in 
the year 2020.

3. National Intellectual Property Office of Sri Lanka 
under the provisions of Code of intellectual 
property Act no 52 of 1979. An automated faucet 
with an integral liquid washing dispenser for 
regulated handwashing (Patent No: 21588- 
2022.06.21) International Patent Classification 
(IPC): E 03C1/05, F16K 31/02

ALUMNA  ACHIEVEMENT 

Name Scholarship Achievement Status

Mr. D.M. Rajitha  
Dissanayake 

Belt and Road Master’s Fellowship for Master’s in Ma-
rine Sciences at the University of Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, China

Completed in 2021

(2019-2021)

Mrs. C.P. Kumarasinghe Belt and Road Master’s Fellowship for Master’s in Ma-
rine Sciences at the University of Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, China

Completed in 2021

(2019-2021)

Ms. A.M. Harsha Dilrukshi Prestigious Scholarship Programme for Master’s in Sci-
ence Sustainability and Management at the University 
of Central Lancashire, United Kingdom

2022-2024
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Patent and Gold Medal for New Invention by  
Mr. K. Harichandra, Technical Officer in Fisheries  

Mr. K. Harichandra, 
a  Technica l  Off icer  in 
Fisheries at the Faculty of 
Science, University of Jaffna, 
invented “An automated 
faucet  with an integral 
liquid washing dispenser for 
regulated handwashing” and 
submitted it under the ‘Safety 
& Security’ category for the 
year 2023 for the “iCAN-

2023” competition, the 8th International Invention 
Innovation Competition held in Toronto, Canada on 
August 26, 2023. He achieved remarkable success 
in the competition by winning three prestigious 
international awards, including a Gold Medal with a 
special award (2 Medals and 3 certificates).

1. iCAN Gold Medal: Awarded by the Toronto 
International Society of 
Innovation & Advanced 
Skills (TISIAS).

2. Canadian Special Award - 
Gold Medal - (TISIAS).

3. FIRI  Award (International 
special award for the best 
Invention): Awarded by The 
First Institute of Inventors and Researchers in I.R. 
IRAN (FIRI).

He obtained a patent for his invention granted 
by the National Intellectual Property Office of Sri 
Lanka under the provisions of the Code of Intellectual 
Property Act No. 52 of 1979 (Patent No: 21588, Date 
of Patent: 2022.06.21, Date of Filing: 2021.02.08). 
Remarkably, this is the very 1st patent in Jaffna 
University history.

Additionally, he participated in an Inventions 
and Innovations competition known as “Sahasak 
Nimavum-2020” on June 26, 2020, conducted by the 
Sri Lanka Inventors Commission and won a Gold 
Medal.

Outreach Activities

Thinking of Higher Education: NOR Lanka Blue 
WP5 - 2024

A workshop was conducted for professionals and 
academic experts under the NORPART Project titled 
“Thinking of Higher Education”. The workshop 
included discussions on critical aspects of higher 
education, covering organizational and technological 

Mr. D.M. Rajitha Dissan-
ayake 

Full Scholarship for Master’s by Research Program at 
the Marine Institute of Memorial University of New-
foundland, Canada

2023-2025

Ms. Malsha Nuwanthi La Trobe University Excellence Scholarship for Mas-
ter’s in Biotechnology at La Trobe University, Australia

2023-2025

Ms. Shri sayanutha John-
son 

Azad Moulana Scholarship for MSc in Marine Biology 
at Cochin University of Science and Technology, India

2024-2026

Ms. Abiramy Ravitharan Erasmus Mundus Joint Master’s in Aquaculture, Envi-
ronment, and Society in Europe

2024-2026

Ms. Jasmin Ruvini Tissera LUT scholarship for M.Sc in Sustainability science and 
solutions at Lappeenranta Lahti University of Technolo-
gy (LUT), Finland

2024-2026

Mrs. Thapeetha Arudselven Asian Development Bank-Japan Scholarship Pro-
gramme (ADB-JSP) for MSc in Aquaculture and Aquat-
ic Resources Management at Asian Institute of Technol-
ogy, Thailand 

2024-2026
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considerations, intersectionality, and student mobility. 
It was organised by a dedicated team led by Prof. 
Sivashanthini Kuganathan (PI/UoJ) and took place 
at Hotel East Lagoon in Batticaloa, Sri Lanka, 
from July 23rd to 24th, 2024. The workshop had 28 
participants who actively participated in the two-day 
sessions. The event included three keynote speeches, 
eleven invited lectures including panel discussions 
from experts from Norway and Sri Lanka. Four PIs 
facilitated the sessions. The interactive nature of the 
sessions facilitated fruitful discussions and the sharing 
of valuable insights for all participants.

Contribute to Stakeholder Discussion on New 
National Fisheries Regulation - 2024

Our department staff actively participated in the 
stakeholder discussion on the new national fisheries 
regulations and contributed towards addressing 
various fisheries-related issues in the Northern 
Province in March 2024. 

Feasibility Study on Mannar Wind Power - 2022

Prof. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan participated in the 
experts’ visit for outcome-based research, including 
public discussions and community consultations, and 
found some critical information for the mega-project 
titled “Mannar Wind Power Project”. She analysed 
the possibility of fishing yield reduction due to wind 
power development and submitted a report to the Sri 
Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority (SLSEA)

Investigation on Massive Fish Dead - 2022

Prof. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan investigated the cause 
of a massive fish death at Thondaimanaru Lagoon, 
Jaffna, on 30 July 2022, along with other staff members 
from the Department of Fisheries and submitted a 
detailed report to the Chairman of NARA.

Evaluation of the Impacts of Covid-19 - 2021

The Department of Fisheries, University of Jaffna, 
in collaboration with the National Aquatic Resources 
Research and Development Agency (NARA), 
evaluated the impacts of COVID-19 in the northern 
province fisheries sector in March and April 2021.

Investigation on Red Tide - 2021

On 28th March 2021, during a regular coastal water 
monitoring program, a prominent discolouration of the 

surface seawater was noticed in the KKS beach, Sri 
Lanka. The inshore coastal waters of the sea turned 
to red. The Department of Fisheries staff and students 
actively involved in identifying the cause of this red 
tide, identified and wrote an article on it.

Massive  Accumulation of  Fresh water Plants - 
2021

The Department of Fisheries investigated the 
massive accumulation of freshwater plants from India 
on the northern coast in October 2021. The results 
were shared with the NARA, and an article has been 
prepared for publication in a local magazine.

The Department of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources, Kilinochchi, assessed the massive drift 
of seaweeds in some parts of the Kilinochchi coastal 
region in November 2021. The Department initiated 
a study with honours degree students to analyse the 
situation in the Kilinochchi district.

Blue Flag Programme - 2020

Prof. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan served as a Professional 
Advisor for the Blue Flag programme led by Marine 
Environment Protection Authority regional office in 
Jaffna for an awareness programme at the Karainagar 
DS Office regarding the marine environmental 
resources and their status at Casuarina to the public 
on 03 March 2020.

Fisheries Extension Programme 2015

The department conducted a fisheries extension 
program titled “Green Fishing for the Future,” 
organized and sponsored by ZOA, Jaffna, on 
September 26th, 2015.

A workshop on “Improving the quality of Dry 
fish production and management” was conducted 
in Mullaithivu District by the Department staff and 
Fisheries Science Society on 14th March 2015 as 
Social Relation Activity (SAR) with sponsors of 
PARCIC and ARAM foundation (Trincomalee).

Fisheries Science Society

The Fisheries Science Society, established in 2014 
at the University of Jaffna, is a student organization 

dedicated to fostering the academic, professional, and 
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social development of its 

members, who are pursuing 

general and honors degrees 

in fisheries science. The 

society’s mission is to enhance students’ skills 

while actively contributing to the local community 

through improved living standards and livelihood 

opportunities. By organizing a diverse range of events 

and initiatives, the society provides students with 

opportunities to engage with experts, deepen their 

knowledge, and participate in critical discussions on 

fisheries management and marine conservation.

A cornerstone of the society’s efforts is the annual 

publication of the “Kadalosai” magazine, which 

offers a platform for students to present their research 

findings, insights, and creative work related to 

fisheries science. Additionally, the society organizes 

webinars and guest lectures featuring prominent 

experts in the field, granting students exposure to 

cutting-edge research and industry practices. The 

World Ocean Day celebration, a flagship event, has 

become a major highlight of the academic calendar, 

with activities and competitions designed to promote 

marine conservation awareness and critical thinking.

The society also fosters gender equality and 

teamwork through events such as “Aqua Crick,” 

a cricket tournament that brings together staff and 

students. This event not only provides an enjoyable 

means of building relationships but also underscores 

the importance of collaboration and mutual respect 

in the department staff and students. Committed to 

community service, the society collaborates with 

local communities to address emerging issues in the 

fisheries industry and develop sustainable solutions.

Heads of the Department of Fisheries (2009 - present)

Prof.  Mrs.  S.  Kuganathan 
August 2009  - July 2024

Mrs.  S.  Sathyaruban 
August 2024 -  to date
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Ms. A. Niroshna
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. K. Harichandra
Technical Officer

Mr. T. Partheepan
Technical Officer

Mrs. J. Roshanth
Management Assistant

Mr. N. Vijitharan
Laboratory Attendant

Support Staff
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The Department began functioning in September 
1974 in the undergraduate section of Jaffna College, 
which had been incorporated into the Jaffna Campus. 
In 1978, the Department of Mathematics and Statistics 
relocated to Thirunelvely and was temporarily housed 
in the Health Centre and the Physics Block. The 
foundational work for the Department was completed 
in 1980. The ground floor of the Mathematics Block 
was finished in April 1983, allowing the Department 
to occupy this space due to a severe shortage of room 
within the Faculty. The first and second floors of the 
Mathematics and Statistics Block were completed and 
handed over for Department use in May 1985.

Mr. V. Varatharajaperumal and Mr. J. Sathiadas, 
who had been part of the undergraduate section at 
Jaffna College, were appointed as Probationary 
Assistant Lecturer and Instructor, respectively, 
effective from October 1, 1974. Dr. J. B. Selliah, 
formerly Vice President of the undergraduate 
department at Jaffna College, was also appointed as 
a Senior Lecturer in Statistics. On October 1, 1974, 
Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy, Head of the Department 
of Mathematics at the University of Peradeniya, was 
appointed as the first Dean of the Faculty of Science 
and Head of the Department.

In 1975, Mr. V. Varatharajaperumal and Mr. 
K. G. Jinadasa went on study leave to the Indian 
Statistical Institute. The following appointments 
were made in 1975: Mr. K. Jinadasa (Instructor), 
Mr. A. Easwarathasan (Probationary Assistant 
Lecturer), Mr. S. Ganesalingam (Probationary 
Assistant Lecturer), Miss T. Ponnudurai (Probationary 
Assistant Lecturer), and Mr. M. Z. N. Malhardeen 
(Probationary Assistant Lecturer). In 1976, Mr. S. 
Jeyarajah was appointed as a Probationary Assistant 
Lecturer. Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy, Head of the 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics, passed 
away on January 23, 1977. His dedicated service is 
remembered, and in his honour, the Mathematics 
Lecture Hall was named “Kanagasabapathy Hall.”

Prof. V. Tharmaratnam joined the Department from 
the University of Colombo in March 1978 and assumed 

duties as Head of the Department of Mathematics and 
Statistics. Prof. Tharmaratnam also served as the Dean 
of the Faculty of Science for three years, starting in 
1978. In the same year, the following staff members 
were appointed as Probationary Assistant Lecturers: 
Mr. R. Shivajee, Mr. A. Thavaneswaran, Mr. K. 
Sritharan, and Mr. M. Skantharajah. During this year, 
Mr. K. G. Jinadasa, previously an Instructor, was 
also appointed as a Probationary Assistant Lecturer. 
In 1978, Mr. S. Jeyarajah obtained a fellowship 
at the University of Dundee, and Mr. R. Shivaji 
received a fellowship at Heriot-Watt University. Mr. 
S. Kanaganathan, a Lecturer from the Peradeniya 
Campus, joined the Department in 1979.

In  1980,  Mr.  A.  Easwarathasan,  Mr.  A. 
Thavaneswaran, and Mr. K. Sritharan, went on 
study leave to Adelphi University, the University of 
Waterloo, and Heriot-Watt University, respectively. In 
1981, Mr. M. Skantharajah and Mrs. S. Selvananthan, 
both Probationary Assistant Lecturers, went on 
study leave to the University of Alberta, Canada, 
and Murdoch University, Australia, respectively. 
During this year, Dr. S. Ganesalingam, Dr. (Mrs.) T. 
Nadesalingam (nee Ponnudurai), and Dr. R. Shivaji 
received their doctorates from the University of 
Queensland, the University of Adelaide, and Heriot-
Watt University, respectively.

In 1982, Mr. S. Mahesan, Mr. V. Jeyakumar, and 
Mr. S. Velummylum were appointed as Probationary 
Assistant Lecturers. Prof. J. B. Selliah, Head of the 
Department, went on sabbatical leave in September 
1983 to the Department of Applied Statistics at the 
University of Reading, England, and Mr. P. Makinan 
was appointed as Head of the Department. Dr. M. Z. N. 
Malhardeen, Lecturer, resigned from his post effective 
August 1, 1983. Mr. S. Ganeshanadan, Probationary 
Assistant Lecturer, left the Department on study leave 
under the Colombo Plan scholarship and joined the 
University of Reading to pursue a MSc in Applied 
Statistics.

Department of Mathematics and Statistics
University of Jaffna
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The Department began functioning in September 
1974 in the undergraduate section of Jaffna College, 
which had been incorporated into the Jaffna Campus. 
In 1978, the Department of Mathematics and Statistics 
relocated to Thirunelvely and was temporarily housed 
in the Health Centre and the Physics Block. The 
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in 1980. The ground floor of the Mathematics Block 
was finished in April 1983, allowing the Department 
to occupy this space due to a severe shortage of room 
within the Faculty. The first and second floors of the 
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handed over for Department use in May 1985.
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who had been part of the undergraduate section at 
Jaffna College, were appointed as Probationary 
Assistant Lecturer and Instructor, respectively, 
effective from October 1, 1974. Dr. J. B. Selliah, 
formerly Vice President of the undergraduate 
department at Jaffna College, was also appointed as 
a Senior Lecturer in Statistics. On October 1, 1974, 
Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy, Head of the Department 
of Mathematics at the University of Peradeniya, was 
appointed as the first Dean of the Faculty of Science 
and Head of the Department.

In 1975, Mr. V. Varatharajaperumal and Mr. 
K. G. Jinadasa went on study leave to the Indian 
Statistical Institute. The following appointments 
were made in 1975: Mr. K. Jinadasa (Instructor), 
Mr. A. Easwarathasan (Probationary Assistant 
Lecturer), Mr. S. Ganesalingam (Probationary 
Assistant Lecturer), Miss T. Ponnudurai (Probationary 
Assistant Lecturer), and Mr. M. Z. N. Malhardeen 
(Probationary Assistant Lecturer). In 1976, Mr. S. 
Jeyarajah was appointed as a Probationary Assistant 
Lecturer. Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy, Head of the 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics, passed 
away on January 23, 1977. His dedicated service is 
remembered, and in his honour, the Mathematics 
Lecture Hall was named “Kanagasabapathy Hall.”

Prof. V. Tharmaratnam joined the Department from 
the University of Colombo in March 1978 and assumed 

duties as Head of the Department of Mathematics and 
Statistics. Prof. Tharmaratnam also served as the Dean 
of the Faculty of Science for three years, starting in 
1978. In the same year, the following staff members 
were appointed as Probationary Assistant Lecturers: 
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Waterloo, and Heriot-Watt University, respectively. In 
1981, Mr. M. Skantharajah and Mrs. S. Selvananthan, 
both Probationary Assistant Lecturers, went on 
study leave to the University of Alberta, Canada, 
and Murdoch University, Australia, respectively. 
During this year, Dr. S. Ganesalingam, Dr. (Mrs.) T. 
Nadesalingam (nee Ponnudurai), and Dr. R. Shivaji 
received their doctorates from the University of 
Queensland, the University of Adelaide, and Heriot-
Watt University, respectively.

In 1982, Mr. S. Mahesan, Mr. V. Jeyakumar, and 
Mr. S. Velummylum were appointed as Probationary 
Assistant Lecturers. Prof. J. B. Selliah, Head of the 
Department, went on sabbatical leave in September 
1983 to the Department of Applied Statistics at the 
University of Reading, England, and Mr. P. Makinan 
was appointed as Head of the Department. Dr. M. Z. N. 
Malhardeen, Lecturer, resigned from his post effective 
August 1, 1983. Mr. S. Ganeshanadan, Probationary 
Assistant Lecturer, left the Department on study leave 
under the Colombo Plan scholarship and joined the 
University of Reading to pursue a MSc in Applied 
Statistics.
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In 1984, Mr. S. Srisatkunarajah and Mr. T. 
Maheswaran were appointed as Probationary Assistant 
Lecturers. Prof. J. B. Selliah returned from the 
University of Reading, U.K., and subsequently 
resigned from his position, effective December 31, 
1984.

In 1985, Dr. M. R. R. Hoole was appointed as a 
Lecturer in the Department. During this year, the 
Department introduced a self-paid computer extension 
course, conducted by Mr. S. Kanaganathan, Mr. S. 
Yogarajah, Miss. R.T. Nadaraj and Mr. S. Mahesan. 
This Course not only created computer awareness but 
also provided financial support to the Department. Mr. 
S. Mahesan went to Cardiff, UK for MSc in Computing 
under the commonwealth schlorship.  

In 1986, Miss K. Thiagarajah, a Probationary 
Assistant Lecturer, left for Canada for postgraduate 
studies. Mr. S. Mahesan returned to the Department 
after earning his MSc in Computer Science in the 
U.K., sponsored by the British Council through the 
University Grants Commission. Miss Z. T. Hoole, 
Miss K. Antonippillai, and Mr. M. Umasuthan were 
appointed as Probationary Assistant Lecturers. Miss 
A. K. Antonippillai, a Probationary Assistant Lecturer, 
left for Marquette University, U.S.A., to pursue an 
MSc in Functional Analysis in 1987.

In 1987, Dr. K. Sritharan, a Probationary Assistant 
Lecturer, returned from study leave after completing 
his PhD at Heriot-Watt University, U.K., and resumed 
his duties as a Lecturer on June 5, 1987. During this 
year, Mr. N. Nasir and Mr. N. Ramesh were appointed 
as Probationary Assistant Lecturers.

In 1988, Mr. N. Ramesh was admitted to the Indian 
Statistical Institute, Calcutta, and subsequently to 
Imperial College, U.K., to pursue a PhD in Statistics. 
Mr. M. Velummylum left for the University of South 
Carolina to pursue an MSc in Mathematics. Miss Z. T. 
Hoole received an assistantship at Claremont Graduate 
School, U.S.A., to pursue a MSc in Differential 
Equations. Additionally, Mr. M. Umasuthan left for 
the U.K. to pursue an MSc in Computer Science, 
also sponsored by the British Council through the 
University Grants Commission.

In 1987, the Department building suffered 
significant damage due to military operations in Jaffna. 

The estimated cost of damage, including electrical 
fittings, amounted to Rs. 650,000. In 1988, Mr. N. 
Nasir, a Probationary Assistant Lecturer resigned 
from his post.

In 1989, Mr. S. Janarthanan, Miss P. Paramanathan, 
and Mr. S. Ambikumar were appointed as Probationary 
Assistant Lecturers in the Department. Mr. S. 
Yogarajah was appointed as Senior Lecturer Grade 1 
in Statistics on a contract basis.

In 1990, Mr. S. Yogarajah was appointed as 
Senior Lecturer Grade 1 in Statistics. Mr. R. Sekaran 
and Miss S. Sevalkodiyon were appointed as 
Probationary Assistant Lecturers in the Department. 
Mr. S. Velummylum returned from the U.S.A. after 
completing his MSc at the University of South 
Carolina and resumed his duties in 1990. Dr. S. 
Srisatkunarajah resumed his duties after completing 
his PhD in Differential Equations at Heriot-Watt 
University, U.K., and was promoted to Senior 
Lecturer Grade II. During this year, the University 
Grants Commission approved the establishment of the 
Department of Computer Science within the Faculty 
of Science. As a result, the following staff members 
were transferred to the newly established department: 
Mr. S. Kanaganathan, Mr. S. Mahesan and Mr. M. 
Umasuthan.

In 1991, Dr. M. Kathirkamanayagam and Mrs.  
R. Muhunthan joined the department as Senior 
Lecturer Grade II and Assistant Lecturer, respectively. 
During this year, Dr. R. R. Hoole, Dr. K. Sritharan, and 
Mrs. M.Yogendran left the department.

In 1992, Mr. S. Ambikumar and Mr. S. Janarthanan 
joined McGill University and Concordia University, 
Canada, respectively, for their postgraduate studies. 
Mr. J. Sathiadas retired from the university on July 
30, 1992, after nearly eighteen years of service. 
During this year, Miss S. Sevalkodiyon and Dr. M. 
Kathirkamanayagam resigned from their positions.

In 1992, Mr. R. Sekaran, a Probationary Lecturer, 
went on study leave to Rhodes University, South 
Africa, to pursue a Master of Science degree. In 
1993, Mr. S. Anton Ravirajan was appointed as a 
Probationary Lecturer in Mathematics, while Mr. 
J. Rajeswaran and Miss T. Katiravetpillai were 
appointed as Probationary Lecturers in Statistics.
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In 1994, Mr. K. Thirulogasanthar and Mr. M. 
Muraleetharan were appointed as Probationary 
Lecturers in Mathematics, and Mr. P. Ainkaran was 
appointed as a Probationary Lecturer in Statistics. 
Dr. M. Skantharajah returned to the department after 
completing his Ph.D at University of Alberta, and 
appointed as a Senior Lecturer.

In 1995, during the October crisis, although the 
department building did not suffer serious damage, 
it lost almost all its equipment, including computers, 
calculators, printers, typewriters, and other office 
supplies worth more than a million rupees. This was 
a significant setback for the department, which was in 
the process of establishing a fully equipped statistical 
laboratory. In 1996, Mr. M. J. Tagore was appointed 
as a Probationary Lecturer and went to University of 
Waterloo, Canada to pursue postgraduate studies.

In 1997, Dr. S. Srisatkunarajah went on a one-year 
sabbatical leave to Heriot-Watt University, U.K., as a 
Commonwealth Fellow.

In 1998, Mrs. T. Visakulan resigned from her 
position. Dr. S. Srisatkunarajah resumed duties after a 
one-year Commonwealth Fellowship, where he served 
as a research fellow at the University of Bristol and 
Heriot-Watt University.

In 1999, Miss M. Nalini and Miss P. Vigneswari 
were appointed as Probationary Lecturers in Statistics, 
and Miss T. Silogini was appointed as a Probationary 
Lecturer in Mathematics.

In 2002, Mr. S. Arivalzahan was appointed as a 
Probationary Lecturer in Statistics after obtaining 
his Master’s degree from the National University 
of Singapore. Mr. A. Laheetharan was appointed 
as a Probationary Lecturer in Statistics, and Mr.K. 
Kannan was appointed as a Probationary Lecturer 
in Mathematics. Prof. V. Tharmaratnam retired from 
his position as Professor of Mathematics. However, 
he was reappointed on a contract basis due to the 
department’s need for his services.

In 2004, Mr. K. Kannan went to the N. Ramanujan 
Institute for Advanced Study in Mathematics at the 
University of Madras, India, to pursue an MSc in 
Mathematics. Mr. S. Arivalzahan went to Monash 
University, Australia, to pursue his PhD studies 
in Statistics. Meanwhile, the faculty revised its 

curriculum in 2004, with the key change being a switch 
from a unit system to a Grade Point Average (GPA) 
system. In response, the department also revised the 
structure and syllabus of the courses offered.

Dr. S. Srisatkunarajah was appointed as the Head of 
the Department in 2005. Dr. R. Vigneswaran from the 
Eastern University joined the department as a Senior 
Lecturer in Mathematics.

In 2006, Mr. S. Yogarajah retired after serving as a 
Senior Lecturer in Statistics. Mr. N. Ramaruban was 
appointed as a Probationary Lecturer in Mathematics. 
Later that year, due to unrest in the Jaffna peninsula, 
the university was closed indefinitely. Dr. S. 
Srisatkunarajah left the country on sabbatical leave, 
and Dr. R. Vigneswaran was appointed as the Head of 
the Department.

The situation returned to normal in early 2007, and 
university activities resumed. Mrs. N. Satkunanathan 
rejoined the department after completing her MSc at 
the University of Newfoundland, Canada, and was 
promoted to Senior Lecturer in Statistics. Mr. B. 
Keethesan and Mr. N. Varathan were appointed as 
Probationary Lecturers in Mathematics and Statistics, 
respectively. Mr. S. Yogarajah was reappointed as a 
Senior Lecturer in Statistics on a contract basis after 
his retirement.

In 2008, Mr. R. Prasanthan was appointed as 
a Probationary Lecturer in Mathematics. Mr. N. 
Varathan, a Probationary Lecturer pursuing an MSc 
in Statistics at the Postgraduate Institute of Science, 
won the PGIS prize for best performance. Dr. S. 
Arivalzahan, a Lecturer in Statistics, returned from 
Australia after obtaining his PhD in Statistics from 
Monash University and was promoted to Senior 
Lecturer Grade II. Dr. S. Srisatkunarajah also returned 
to the department after his sabbatical leave. During 
this period, the department’s laboratory and lecture 
halls were renovated under the World Bank funded 
IRQUE project.

In 2009, Mr. T. Mathanaranjan and Mr. S. 
Arumairajan were appointed as Probationary Lecturers 
in Mathematics and Statistics, respectively. That 
same year, Dr. S. Srisatkunarajah became Head of 
the Department. Dr. R. Vigneswaran was promoted 
to Associate Professor on a merit basis. Mr. A. 
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the Department.
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Arivalzahan, a Lecturer in Statistics, returned from 
Australia after obtaining his PhD in Statistics from 
Monash University and was promoted to Senior 
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this period, the department’s laboratory and lecture 
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Arumairajan were appointed as Probationary Lecturers 
in Mathematics and Statistics, respectively. That 
same year, Dr. S. Srisatkunarajah became Head of 
the Department. Dr. R. Vigneswaran was promoted 
to Associate Professor on a merit basis. Mr. A. 

-71-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

Laheetharan resumed duties as a Senior Lecturer 
Grade II after obtaining his MPhil in Statistics from 
the University of Peradeniya. Additionally, Mr. N. 
Ramaruban, a Probationary Lecturer who left for 
postgraduate studies at the University of Cincinnati in 
the USA, received the Kieval Award at his university.

In 2010, Dr. S. Srisatkunarajah was promoted 
to Professor in Mathematics on merit basis. Mr. S. 
Selvarajan was also promoted to Senior Lecturer 
Grade I. Mr. M. Khokulan was appointed as a 
Probationary Lecturer in Mathematics. The following 
year, Mr. B. Muraleetharan was appointed as a 
Probationary Lecturer in Mathematics. In 2011, Mr. 
N. Ramaruban received another fellowship, the Henry 
Laws Fellowship, during his postgraduate studies.

In 2012, Mr. N. Ramaruban received the Charles 
Phelps Taft Dissertation Award and the Maita Levine 
Summer Research Fellowship. Dr. K. Kannan, who 
rejoined the department after obtaining his PhD in 
Mathematics from the University of Southampton, 
UK, was promoted to Senior Lecturer Grade II in 
Mathematics and also won an Excellence Research 
Award. Additionally, Mr. T. Mathanaranjan, pursuing 
his PhD in Mathematics, won the President’s Award 
for his scientific publication. Mr. N. Varathan resumed 
his duties as Senior Lecturer Grade II after obtaining an 
MSc in Statistics from the University of Newfoundland, 
Canada. Mr. M. Annanthakrishna was also appointed 
as a Probationary Lecturer in Mathematics in 2012.

In 2013, Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah was unanimously 
elected as the Dean of the Faculty of Science, and Prof. 
R. Vigneswaran became the Head of the Department. 
Mrs. N. Satkunanathan was promoted to Senior 
Lecturer Grade I in Statistics. That year, Prof. S. 
Srisatkunarajah won the President’s Research Award, 
Mr. T. Mathanaranjan received the National Research 
Council Merit Award and the Erasmus Mundus 
Scholarship, and Dr. K. Kannan won a Best Research 
Paper Award.

In 2014, Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah won the President’s 
Research Award for the second consecutive year. 
Mr. T. Mathanaranjan received the Association of 
Scientists Award, and Dr. K. Kannan won the Best 
Scientific Researcher Award. Dr. N. Ramaruban, upon 
completing his PhD in Mathematics, returned to the 
department and was promoted to Senior Lecturer 

Grade II. Dr. S. Arivalzahan was also promoted to 
Senior Lecturer Grade I in Statistics that year. In the 
following year, Dr. M. R. H. Hoole retired from the 
department, and Mr. A. Laheetharan was promoted to 
Senior Lecturer Grade I in Statistics. Dr. K. Kannan 
received the Best Academic Researcher and Best 
Scientific Researcher Awards.

In 2016, Mr. M. Khokulan obtained his MPhil 
from the University of Jaffna, Dr. T. Mathanaranjan 
and Dr. S. Arumairajan received their PhDs from 
the University of Peradeniya, and Dr. R. Prasanthan 
completed his PhD at Southern Illinois University, 
USA. All four were promoted to Senior Lecturers 
Grade II upon resuming their duties. Dr. R. Prasanthan 
also received the Outstanding Teaching Assistant 
Award from the university during his final year of 
PhD studies. Mr. S. Selvarajan became Head of the 
Department after Prof. R. Vigneswaran was elected 
as the Dean of the Faculty in 2016.

In 2017, Prof. R. Vigneswaran was appointed as 
the Vice Chancellor of the University. Mr. R. Tharsan 
was appointed as a Probationary Lecturer in Statistics. 
Mr. B. Muraleetharan received the National Research 
Council Merit Award, Dr. K. Kannan received the 
Excellence Research Award, and Mr. S. Selvarajan 
received the University Long Service Award. Prof. 
S. Srisatkunarajah was appointed as the Acting Dean 
of the newly formed Faculty of Technology. The 
department revised its syllabus in line with the new 
structure, introducing an extended degree program in 
Financial Mathematics and Applied Statistics, leading 
to a BSc in Applied Science degree.

In the following year, Mr. B. Muraleetharan and 
Mr. M. Annanthakrishna received their MPhil degrees 
from the University of Jaffna and the University of 
Colombo, respectively. Dr. B. Keethesan obtained his 
PhD from the Ramanujan Institute of Mathematics, 
India. All three were promoted to Senior Lecturers 
Grade II in Mathematics. Dr. K. Kannan was promoted 
to Senior Lecturer Grade I in Mathematics, and Dr. N. 
Varathan was promoted to Senior Lecturer in Statistics. 
Ms. S. Jeevana and Ms. V. Anurithika were appointed 
as Probationary Lecturers in Statistics.

In 2019, Dr. S. Arivalzahan was appointed as the  
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Head of the Department, and Dr. R. Prasanthan was 
promoted to Senior Lecturer Grade I in Mathematics. 
Mr. N. Arunmaran was appointed as a Probationary 
Lecturer in Mathematics. In the following year, Prof. S. 
Srisatkunarajah was appointed as the Vice Chancellor 
of the University of Jaffna. Dr. T. Mathanaranjan was 
promoted to Senior Lecturer Grade I in Mathematics, 
and Dr. S. Mayuran was appointed as a Probationary 
Lecturer in Mathematics. In 2022, Prof. R. Vigneswaran 
was promoted to Professor in Mathematics and Mrs. N. 
Satkunanathan took over as Head of the Department. In 
the same year, Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah was appointed 
as the Vice Chancellor of the University for a second 

consecutive term. Dr. M. Arunmaran obtained his PhD 
in Mathematics from the University of South Australia, 
and Dr. R. Tharshan obtained his PhD in Statistics 
from the University of Peradeniya. Dr. K. Kannan 
was promoted to Professor in Mathematics. It was 
unfortunate that Prof. R. Vigneswaran passed away on 
10 February 2023, just months before his retirement.

In 2023, Dr. N. Varathan was appointed as the 
Head of the Department. The department is currently 
operating successfully under his leadership, with the 
support of the academic and non-academic staff.

Heads of the Department  (1974 - Present)

Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy
1974 -1977

Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah
2005 - 2006, 2009 - 2013

Dr. S. Arivalzahan
2019 - 2022

Prof. V. Tharmaratnam 
1978 - 1983, 1991 - 1994

Mr. P. Makinan
1983 - 2005

Mr. S. Selvarajan
2016 - 2019

Prof. R. Vigneswaran
2006 - 2009, 2013 - 2016

Mrs. N. Satkunanathan 
2022 - 2023

Dr. N. Varathan
2023 to date
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Mr. T. Nanthakopi
Technical officer

Mr. R. Kartheepan
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Foundation and Establishment

The Department of Physics began operations 
in April 1975 within the Physics Laboratory of the 
undergraduate section of Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai, 
which had been acquired by the Government to 
establish the Faculty of Science of the University of 
Jaffna. Dr. K. Kunaratnam from the University of 
Colombo was appointed as the first Professor and 
Head of the Department. The initial academic and non-
academic staff comprised Dr. Kunaratnam, two newly 
recruited Probationary Assistant Lecturers, Miss W. 
M.F. Vincent and Mr. K. Kandasamy, two Temporary 
Demonstrators, a Lab Technician transferred from the 
Colombo Campus, and a Lab Attendant absorbed from 
the staff of Jaffna College when the university took it 
over. Dr. R. Kumaravadivel, from the Department of 
Physics at the University of Peradeniya, also assisted 
the department in conducting lectures. In April 1980, 
he joined the Department of Physics at the University 
of Jaffna.

The first batch of approximately 20 students was 
admitted in September 1975. Classes were conducted 
at Vaddukoddai until March 1978. Due to various 
challenges, including an acute shortage of fresh water, 
the university decided to relocate future development 
to Thirunelvely, where the administrative offices were 
situated. Although funds were allocated for a Physics 
Block at Thirunelvely in early 1977, construction only 
began later that year. The Department moved from 
Vaddukoddai to Thirunelvely in July 1978 when the 
Faculty of Science was relocated. At Thirunelvely, the 
Department operated out of temporary classrooms, 
two of which were converted into a makeshift 
laboratory. All practical classes for students across 
the three years of study were conducted in this single 
temporary laboratory.

The Department moved into the newly completed 
Physics Block in September 1980. This building 
was temporarily shared with the Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics and the Department of 

Chemistry for two years. The Physics Block, with a 
total floor area of about 2,600 square metres, includes 
one lecture hall, three lecture rooms, a mechanical 
workshop (which became functional in 1982), and 
eight laboratories, including a Research Laboratory 
and separate laboratories for Optics and Electronics.

Evolution and Growth

The first decade of the Department’s history was 
marked by significant development and progress, 
despite numerous challenges. However, additional 
difficulties arose in 1987, including an oil embargo 
that severely restricted transportation, as well as 
disruptions to communication and other essential 
services. Frequent interruptions due to curfews and 
military operations by the Sri Lankan Army and Air 
Force posed further obstacles.

The Department sustained extensive damage during 
the two-and-a-half months of military operations in the 
Jaffna peninsula by the Indian Peace Keeping Forces 
(IPKF) from July 1987. Laboratories, workshops, 
staff rooms, and storerooms were forcibly opened, 
and teaching and office equipment were damaged. 
Additionally, academic property, including lecture 
notes and research materials, was destroyed during 
this period. After 1989, the political and military 
situation in Jaffna was not conducive to academic 
development. The department focused on maintaining 
its undergraduate teaching programmes amidst 
frequent curfews, military operations, and aerial 
bombings, as well as blockades of essential goods. 
These challenges also led to many Probationary 
Assistant Lecturers not returning to Jaffna after 
completing their postgraduate studies abroad, placing 
an additional burden on the few staff who remained.

The latter part of 1995 was particularly disastrous 
for the Department, as it lost laboratory and office 
equipment and furniture worth over thirty-five million 
rupees during displacement. This loss included 
a large number of electronic devices and heavy 
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Vision 
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machinery such as lathes and drilling machines in 
the workshop. Consequently, the Department’s 
laboratory programmes and research activities, 
including students’ projects, were severely curtailed. 
It took several years to replace this equipment through 
allocated funds.

 Degree Programmes

The Department offers courses leading to a three-
year General Degree, a four-year Honours Degree in 
Physics (2+2), and a four-year Honours Degree in 
Applied Science (3+1). We have been able to maintain 
standards that are acceptable internationally by having 
external examiners from leading universities in the 
UK. The Bachelor of Science (BSc) Honours Degree 
programme was introduced in 1979, with the first 
batch of six Physics Honours students completing 
their studies in December 1980. Until 2009, General 
Degree lectures were conducted bilingually (in Tamil 
and English simultaneously), while Honours Degree 
lectures have been delivered exclusively in English 
since the programme’s inception in 1979. 

Staff Profile and Teaching

The lectures have been conducted by highly 
qualified academic staff who are trained abroad. 
For the Honours courses, examination questions 
are moderated, and answer scripts undergo a second 
round of marking by external examiners from the 
UK. Notably, Prof. W. Fuller from the University of 
Keele served as the Department’s External Examiner 
from 1980 to 1986. From 1987 to 1999, this role was 
undertaken by Drs. D. A. Greenwood, M. G. Priestley, 
and J. C. Gill from the University of Bristol, England. 
Since 1999, Dr. Vincent Smith has held the position of 
External Examiner. The number of students enrolling 
in Physics courses annually has risen significantly, 
from approximately 20 in 1975 to around 300 today.

Graduates and Achievements

The Department has produced thousands of BSc 
Degree graduates and several hundred BScHons 
Degree graduates, consistently upholding a standard 
that is internationally recognised. Many of our 
Honours Physics graduates are thriving both in Sri 
Lanka and abroad. Over seventy-five of them have 
earned PhDs from prestigious foreign universities 
and are now employed in various institutions across 

the UK, USA, Canada, and Australia. Some have also 
joined the permanent academic staff at the University 
of Jaffna, University of Colombo, General Sir John 
Kotelawala Defence University, Eastern University 
of Sri Lanka, and South Eastern University of Sri 
Lanka. Additionally, many graduates are currently 
pursuing higher studies at universities in the USA, 
Canada, Germany, and Norway. The positive feedback 
we receive from their postgraduate supervisors is a 
testament to the robust foundational training provided 
by the Department. Furthermore, several of our 
Honours degree graduates have secured positions 
within the Sri Lanka Scientific Service as Physicists 
in various hospitals and scientific institutions. Many 
others are successfully employed as Customs Officers, 
Surveyors, Administrative Officers, Principals, and 
Teachers.

Record high number of students got US/Canadian 
scholarships in 2022-2023

In 2022-2023, nine students got full-scholarships 
for MS/PhD studies in the USA and Canada. This is a 
record in the past 50 years’ history of the Department 
of Physics. Department appreciates the help and 
guidance provided by Professor K. Vignarooban to 
these scholarship recipients and is hopeful in sending 
more and more students to the US/Canada in the 
coming years.   

Masters degree programmes launched by the 
Department

In 2003, the Department launched a Master of 
Science degree programme in Physics of Materials, 
funded by the Asian Development Bank, following 
the  syllabus approval from the University Grants 
Commission (UGC). The Department appreciates 
Professor K. Kandasamy for coordinating the 
curriculum development. In collaboration with 
Western Norway University of Applied Sciences and 
with support from select academics within the Faculty 
of Engineering, the Department of Physics developed 
two Master’s degree programs: a one-year Master’s 
in Clean Energy Technologies and a two-year Master 
of Science in Clean Energy Technologies, both of 
which received UGC approval. The Department 
acknowledges the significant contributions of 
Professor P. Ravirajan and his collaborator, Professor 
V. Dhayalan (Western Norway University of Applied 
Sciences), in initiating these programmes under 
the ‘Higher Education and Research Collaboration 
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Canada, Germany, and Norway. The positive feedback 
we receive from their postgraduate supervisors is a 
testament to the robust foundational training provided 
by the Department. Furthermore, several of our 
Honours degree graduates have secured positions 
within the Sri Lanka Scientific Service as Physicists 
in various hospitals and scientific institutions. Many 
others are successfully employed as Customs Officers, 
Surveyors, Administrative Officers, Principals, and 
Teachers.

Record high number of students got US/Canadian 
scholarships in 2022-2023

In 2022-2023, nine students got full-scholarships 
for MS/PhD studies in the USA and Canada. This is a 
record in the past 50 years’ history of the Department 
of Physics. Department appreciates the help and 
guidance provided by Professor K. Vignarooban to 
these scholarship recipients and is hopeful in sending 
more and more students to the US/Canada in the 
coming years.   

Masters degree programmes launched by the 
Department

In 2003, the Department launched a Master of 
Science degree programme in Physics of Materials, 
funded by the Asian Development Bank, following 
the  syllabus approval from the University Grants 
Commission (UGC). The Department appreciates 
Professor K. Kandasamy for coordinating the 
curriculum development. In collaboration with 
Western Norway University of Applied Sciences and 
with support from select academics within the Faculty 
of Engineering, the Department of Physics developed 
two Master’s degree programs: a one-year Master’s 
in Clean Energy Technologies and a two-year Master 
of Science in Clean Energy Technologies, both of 
which received UGC approval. The Department 
acknowledges the significant contributions of 
Professor P. Ravirajan and his collaborator, Professor 
V. Dhayalan (Western Norway University of Applied 
Sciences), in initiating these programmes under 
the ‘Higher Education and Research Collaboration 
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on Nanomaterials for Clean Energy Technologies 
(HRNCET)’ project https://project.jfn.ac.lk/hrncet/
index.php/academics/. Their efforts, supported by the 
staff of the Departments of Physics and Chemistry, as 
well as the Faculty of Engineering, were instrumental 
in the successful development and UGC approval of 
these curricula.

Research and Development

Since 2000, the academic staff of the Department 
have periodically secured research grants worth several 
hundred million Sri Lankan rupees from national and 
international funding agencies, enabling the purchase 
of highly sophisticated research equipment for 
material research especially for solar cells and energy 
storage devices. As such, the Department established 
well-equipped laboratories in the country. Glad to note 
that these instrumentation facilities are being used by 
researchers from other Sri Lankan universities for 
fabricating and characterising their solar cells and 
energy storage devices. 

The Department has been pursuing research work 
by collaborating with Imperial College London, 
Edinburgh University, UK, Arizona State University, 
USA, Chalmers University of Technology, Sweden, 
National University of Science and Technology, 
Pakistan, University of Malaya, University Illinois 
at Chicago, USA, Western Norway University of 
Applied Sciences, University of Bergen, Coimbatore 
Institute of Technology, Czech Technical University 
in Prague, Czech Republic. 

According to Thomson Reuters’ ISI Web of 
Science, the University has produced over 1,000 
Scopus-indexed journal papers, collectively garnering 
approximately 15,000 citations, which averages 
to about 15 citations per paper. The Department of 
Physics takes pride in leading the University in this 
regard, having published the highest number of highly 
cited indexed journal papers. Remarkably, out of the 
20 most-cited papers authored by University of Jaffna 
staff, half originated from the Department of Physics. 
Moreover, based on data from Thomson Reuters’ ISI 

Web of Science (Essential Science Indicators), Sri 
Lanka contributed over 20 of the world’s most-cited 
papers in the last decade, with two of these papers 
authored by staff from the Department of Physics, 
University of Jaffna.

The department is proud to note that the top six 
high impact papers co-authored by the staff of the 
University of Jaffna are all published by the staff of 
the Department of Physics: Dr. K. Ahilan, Mr. K. 
Prashanthan, Dr. P. A. Amalraj and Prof. P. Ravirajan 
published papers in high impact journals (see the 
list below). These are the top 6 high impact papers 
published by the staff of the University of Jaffna.

Papers published in high Impact Factor Journals

No. Publications co-authored by 
our staff

Current 
impact 
factor

1.

Dr. K. Ahilan, Superconduc-
tivity on the border of itiner-
ant-electron ferromagnetism 
in UGe2. Nature volume 406, 
pages 587–592 (2000)

54.4

2.

Mr. K. Prashanthan, Stabili-
zation of Inorganic Perovskite 
Solar Cells with a 2D Dion–
Jacobson Passivating Layer, 
Advanced Materials, 2023, 35, 
2304150.

27.4

3.

Mr. K. Prashanthan, Rubidi-
um Iodide Reduces Recombi-
nation Losses in Methylammo-
nium-Free Tin-Lead Perovskite 
Solar Cells, Advanced Energy 
Materials, 2023, 13, 2204339. 

24.4

4.

Dr. P. A. Amalraj, “Lead 
Halide Residue as a Source 
of Light Induced Reversible 
Defects in Hybrid Perovskite 
Layers and Solar Cells” in 
ACS Energy Lett. 2019, 4, 
3011−3017. 

20.8

5.

Dr. P. A. Amalraj, Below 
the Urbach Edge: Solar Cell 
Loss Analysis Based on Full 
External Quantum Efficiency 
Spectra. ACS Energy Letters, 
2023, 8(7), 3221-3227.

20.8
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6.

Prof. P. Ravirajan, The effect 
of polymer optoelectronic 
properties on the performance 
of multilayer hybrid polymer/
TiO2 solar cell, Advanced 
Functional Materials, 15 (2005) 
609 - 618.

18.5

Nanoscience Research Laboratory 

This laboratory was established with financial 
assistance from the National Research Council 
(NRC), the National Science Foundation (NSF), and 
the Ministry of Science, Technology, and Research. It 
is fully equipped with essential fabrication facilities, 
including a thermal evaporator, programmable 
spin coaters, and a fume hood designed for the 
development of nanostructured and thin film solar 
cells. Additionally, the laboratory houses advanced 
characterisation equipment such as an Atomic Force 
Microscope (AFM), UV-VIS spectroscopy, and 
a pulsed laser for analysis of any optoelectronic 
devices. The current value of these equipments at this 
laboratory exceeds LKR 80 million. The laboratory is 
actively utilised not only by our students but also by 
students from other universities across the country.

Clean Energy Research Laboratory 

The Clean Energy Research Laboratory (CERL), a 
state-of-the-art facility with a 1,200-square-foot floor 
area, has been established adjacent to the Nanoscience 
Research Laboratory on the first floor of the Department 
of Physics. This laboratory was developed under the 
Capacity Building and Establishment of a Research 
Consortium in Nanomaterials for Clean Energy 
Technologies (CBERC) project, with financial support 
from the Ministry of Higher Education, Sri Lanka, 
and the Royal Norwegian Embassy. The CERL was 
officially inaugurated on May 11, 2018, by Hon. 
Ambassador Thorbjørn Gaustadsæter and Rector 
Berit Rokne from the Western Norway University of 
Applied Sciences.

The CERL is equipped with advanced fabrication 
and characterization facilities, dedicated rooms for 
research assistants, and a 300-square-foot seminar hall 
for regular group meetings and online discussions with 
collaborators from Norway, India, and the UK. The 
Royal Norwegian Embassy in Colombo funded the 
purchase of essential research equipment, including 
an X-ray diffractometer, a solar simulator with a power 
supply, a gas purification system for the glove box, and 
various safety facilities such as a fume hood, solvent 
storage cabinets, and workbenches . The current value 
of these equipments (https://project.jfn.ac.lk/hrncet/
index.php/instrument-facilities/) exceeds LKR 100 
million.

The establishment of the CERL within the 
Department of Physics has become a cornerstone for 
advanced research in clean energy technologies in 
the country. It has already contributed significantly 
to the production of high-quality research, conference 
papers, and journal publications.

Laboratory for Energy Conversion and Storage

This laboratory was developed from the scratch 
with the dedicated efforts of Professor Vignarooban 
during the past 10 years (2014 - 2024) of his tenure by 
obtaining several research grants from various sources 
including the World Bank, The World Academy of 
Sciences (TWAS, Italy), National Research Council 
(NRC), National Science Foundation (NSF) and 
Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF). This newly 
developed laboratory is currently well-equipped with 
almost all the essential instrumentation facilities for 
research on materials and devices for energy storage 
such as Electrochemical Impedance Spectroscopy 
(EIS), Differential Scanning Calorimetry (DSC), 
Fourier-Transform Infrared Spectroscopy (FTIR), 
high-temperature furnace, fume hood, ultrasonicator, 
vacuum oven, dry cabinet and so on.
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Materials Science Research Laboratory 
Materials Science Laboratory has been developed 

by Dr. (Ms.) U. Sutharsini with fundamental apparatus 
for ceramic research, including a pressing machine 
with vacuum press capacity. For advanced material 
characterizations, the lab offers a digital pH meter, 
densitometer, autoclave, high-end workstation, source 
measure unit, parameter analyser, a custom-made 
semiconductor probe station, and a water bath. These 
facilities were established with the generous support 
of NSF and University of Jaffna research grants.

National and International Research Grants 

Year and 
period Short Title of the Project

Investigators/

Coordinators
Funding 
Agency

Amount 
LKR 
(mn)

2000 - 2006,  
Optoelectronic properties of defects in Diamond 
until 2004 and then  
Optoelectronic properties of hybrid Metal oxide / 
Polymer Nanocomposite 

Dr. L. Jeyanathan(PI) 
Dr. S. Sivaraya 
Dr. P. Ravirajan

NRC 11.0

2004-2006
Hot Electron Spectroscopic
Studies of indirect tunnel barriers

Dr. S. Sivaraya TWAS 0.8

2006 -2008

 

Low-cost solar cells based on Nanocrystalline 

titanium dioxide and vegetable dyes
Prof. P. Ravirajan (PI) IFS 2.0

2006 - 2009
Fabrication and characterization of organic / 
metal oxides Nanostructured PV devices

Prof. P. Ravirajan (PI) NRC 8.4

2007-2010 Characterization of Nanostructured polymer / 

Fullerene solar cells  
Prof. P. Ravirajan (PI) NSF 1.9

2011-2014
Improving the performance of Hybrid TiO2 / 

Polymer solar cell using interface modifiers
Prof. P. Ravirajan (PI) NRC 8.0

2015-2019
Synthesis and characterization of gel-polymer 

electrolytes for rechargeable sodium-ion  batteries

Prof. P. Ravirajan (PI)
Dr. K. Vignarooban
Mr. S. Senthuran

NRC 5.0

2017-2022
Thin film Solar Cells towards manufacturing of 

Prototype Solar Panels

Prof. L. Dissanayake 
(NIFS)
Prof. P. Ravirajan  
Prof. S. de Silva (UoK)
Dr. B. Dissanayake 
(UoP) 

MoRST 68.0*

2017-2021
‘Higher Education and Research collaboration 
on Nanomaterials for Clean Energy Technolo-
gies’ – HRNCET 1.0

Prof. Dhayalan 
Velauthapillai*  

Prof.  P. Ravirajan  

NDHES

97.0#

2022-2027

‘Higher Education and Research collaboration on 

Nanomaterials for Clean Energy Technologies’ – 

 HRNCET 2.0

Prof. Dhayalan 
Velauthapillai*  

Prof. P. Ravirajan  
200.0#

2018 -2022
‘Capacity Building and Establishment of a Re-
search Consortium in Nanomaterials for Clean 
Energy Technologies’ - CBERC

Prof. Dhayalan 
Velauthapillai*

Prof.  P. Ravirajan  
RNE 129.0
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TWAS  –  The World Academy of Sciences, Italy

NRC  –  National Research Council, Sri Lanka

IFS  –  International Foundation for Science,   
  Sweden

NSF  –  National Science Foundation, Sri Lanka

PSF  –  Pakistan Science Foundation 
WB –  The World Bank (AHEAD Project)

NDHES –  Norwegian Directorate for Higher   
  Education and Skills 
RNE  – Royal Norwegian Embassy

Postgraduate Research Opportunities

Since 2010, opportunities for postgraduate 
research, particularly in Material Physics, have 
significantly improved. This peaceful environment 
has been conducive to research activities, allowing all 
academics to stay in close contact with their supervisors 

and fellow researchers in their respective fields, 
resulting in numerous publications in high-impact 
journals. The extent of this productivity is evident 
from the number of papers published in high-impact 
indexed journals. Academics from the department 
have published more than 200 full papers, including 
over 150 in high-impact factor journals. These 
publications have been the result of collaborations 
with prestigious research institutions and universities 
around the world, such as the University of Bristol, 
Keele University, Arizona State University, Chalmers 
University of Technology, University of Cincinnati, 
University of Peradeniya, the University of Cape 
Town, the University of Colombo, the University of 
Malaya, CSIRO, Victoria University of Wellington, 
the University of Canterbury, Helmholtz-Zentrum 
Berlin, Queen’s University Belfast, and Imperial 
College London. 

2018-2020
Novel electrolytes based on polymer-ceramic na-

no-composites for sodium-ion secondary batteries
Prof. K. Vignarooban (PI) TWAS 1.7

2018-2022 Novel materials for secondary sodium-ion batteries 
and proton exchange membrane fuel cells

Prof. K. Vignarooban (PI)

Mr. S. Senthuran
NSF-PSF 6.1

2019-2023
Development of novel electrolyte and electrode 
materials for secondary sodium-ion and magne-
sium-ion batteries

Prof. K. Vignarooban (PI)

Prof. K. Velauthamurty

Prof. G. Sashikesh

Dr. H.W.M.A.C. 
Wijayasinghe

Mr. S. Senthuran 

WB - AHEAD 40.0

2017-2019
Fundamental Studies on Y-TZP ceramics and 
mechanisms for enhancing the hydrothermal age-
ing resistance

Dr. (Ms.) U. Sutharsini NSF 1.5

2020-2021
Development of an Electronic Detection system 
for rapid diagnosis of COVID-19 caused by SARS-
CoV-2

Dr. M. Thanihaichelvan

Prof. N. Surendran

Prof. P. Ravirajan

Dr. T. Kumanan

Dr. R. Valluvan

Dr. (Ms.) U. Sutharsini

NSF 1.5

*#Bulk of the funds for collaborative research work of the MPhil/PhD students at the *Western Norway University 
of Applied Sciences, University of Bergen and University of Oslo,https://project.jfn.ac.lk/hrncet/index.php/
researchers/. 
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TWAS  –  The World Academy of Sciences, Italy

NRC  –  National Research Council, Sri Lanka

IFS  –  International Foundation for Science,   
  Sweden

NSF  –  National Science Foundation, Sri Lanka

PSF  –  Pakistan Science Foundation 
WB –  The World Bank (AHEAD Project)

NDHES –  Norwegian Directorate for Higher   
  Education and Skills 
RNE  – Royal Norwegian Embassy
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Mr. S. Senthuran
NSF-PSF 6.1
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sium-ion batteries
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Wijayasinghe

Mr. S. Senthuran 

WB - AHEAD 40.0
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 Ongoing Research Collaborations & MoU signed

Name of Staff Name of Collaborator(s) Collaborating Institution

Prof. P. Ravirajan 

Prof. Dhayalan 
Veluathappillai Western Norway Uni. of Applied Sciences, Norway

Prof. Neil Robertson Edinburgh University, UK 
Prof. Jenny Nelson Imperial College London 
Prof. N. Muthukumaraswmy Coimbatore Institute of Technology, India
Prof. M.A.K.L. Dissanayake National Institute of Fundamental Studies, Kandy

Prof. K. 
Vignarooban

Prof. A.M. Kannan Arizona State University, USA
Prof. Aleksandar Matic Chalmers University of Technology, Sweden

Prof. Naseem Iqbal National University of Science and Technology, 
Pakistan

Prof. M.A.K.L. Dissanayake National Institute of Fundamental Studies, Kandy

Dr. T. Pathmathas Prof. Marco Esposito International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP), 
Italy

Dr. U. Sutharsini
Prof. Ir. Dr. Ramesh Singh Universiti Malaya, Malaysia

Dr. Ng Chui Kim Tunku Abdul Rahman University of Management and 
Technology, Malaysia

Dr. P. A. Amalraj Prof. Jakub Holovsky Czech Technical University in Prague, Czech Republic

Collaborating Institution Name of Collaborator From       To No. of joint 
papers

Western Norway University of Applied 
Sciences, Norway Prof. Dhayalan Veluathappillai 2017 - to date 34

University of Bergen, Norway Professor Øyvind Frette 2022 - to date 01
Sivananthan Laboratories, US Prof. Sivananthan 02

Coimbatore Institute of Technology, India Prof. N. Muthukumaraswmy 2023 - to date 02

We are proud to record that our department has published the largest number of papers in high-impact indexed 
journals among all departments at the university, 
with our work cited up to 10,000 times. Almost all 
the senior staff members have received Presidential 
Awards for their research publications. Additionally, in 
2021, a patent titled “Biosensor Device and Methods,” 
resulting from a collaborative effort between Dr. 
M. Thanihaichelvan with the Victoria University of 
Wellington, New Zealand, was filed in the US Patent 
Directory.

Presidential awards for Research Publications 

Name of the  
Recipient Year (s) of Award 

Prof. Kandasamy 2000, 2001 &2003

Prof. P. Ravirajan 2004, 2006, 2007, 2008 
& 2017

Prof. K. Vignarooban 2014, 2015, 2016 & 2017
Dr. A. Thevakaran 2016
Dr. (Ms.) U. Sutharshini 2016
Dr. M. Thanihaichelvan 2015
Mr. K. Prashanthan 2017

International Patent 

Patent Title Name of Ap-
plicant(s) Patent No. Award 

Year Agency / Country Status

Biosensor Device 
and Methods

Dr. M. 
Thanihaichelvan (US20210255184A1) 2022 United States Published 

and Sold
Sensor Device 
and Methods

Dr. M. 
Thanihaichelvan (US20190346401A1) 2022 United States Published 

and Sold
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Best PhD Thesis Award

Name of the Recipient Award Name, University and Year 

Dr. K. Sutharsan Mark Anderson outstanding doctoral thesis award in Physics, Arizona State 
University, USA, 2007

Dr. T. Pathmathas Joseph Arenow Award for outstanding, original postgraduate research in 
Science,  University of cape Town, South Africa, 2014

The research capabilities of the academic staff 
of the Department of Physics have been recognised 
both nationally and internationally. Several key 
achievements underscore the international standing 
of our senior staff as listed below.

 y The International Centre for Theoretical Physics 
(ICTP) in Italy, appointed four of our faculty 
members, Prof. K. Kunaratnam, Prof. R. 
Kumaravadivel, Prof. K. Kandasamy, and Dr. 
T. Pathmathas,  as Associates of the Centre at 
various times. 

 y Professor P. Ravirajan won the fellowships from 
Commonwealth Commission, UK and the Royal 
Society London for collaborative research work 

at the Imperial College London and Edinburgh 
University, UK.

 y Professor K. Vignarooban received the Fulbright 
Fellowship in 2020 for the first time among the 
academic staff of the Faculty of Science for 
research training at the Arizona State University, 
USA. 

 y Professor K. Vignarooban received the DAAD 
(German Academic Exchange Service) short-
term fellowship in 2017 for the first time among 
the academic staff of the University of Jaffna for 
research training at the Helmholtz Institute Ulm, 
Germany. 

Sabbatical positions held by the staff of the Department

Name of staff 
Title of the 
Sabbatical 

position
Awarding Agency Tenable at Periods

Prof. K. Kunaratnam Study Visitor Ohio State University Ohio State University, 
USA 1 year (1997)

Prof. R. Kumaravadivel Visiting 
Professor Commonwealth Commission Cavendish Laboratory, 

University of Cambridge 1 year (1991)

Prof. K. Kandasamy
Researcher Academic Council of the 

Queens University of Belfast
Queen’s University, 
Belfast 1 Year (1987)

Researcher
Japan Society for the 
Promotion of Science 
(JSPS)

Japan 1 Year (1997)

Prof. K. Vignarooban
Assistant 
Research 
Scientist

Honeywell Aerospace Arizona State 
University, USA

1 year 
(2023 - 2024)

Fellowship / Associateship / Scholarship

Name of staff 
Fellowship / Associateship

/ Scholarship
Awarding Agency Tenable at Periods

Prof. R. Kumaravadivel Visiting Scientist Fellowship ICTP ICTP 1983-1984
1 year
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Prof. K. Kandasamy

PhD Scholarship University of 
Keele 

University of 
Keele, England 1977-1980

Guest Fellowship Queens University 
of Belfast

Queens University 
of Belfast, U.K.

2 months
1990

Guest Fellowship
Academy of 
Sciences, Czecho-
slovakia

Czechoslovakia
2 months
1990

Prof. P. Ravirajan 

Commonwealth Scholarship 
(Open)

Commonwealth 
Commission, UK  

Imperial College 
London 

Oct. 2001 - 
Sept. 2004

Commonwealth fellowship Commonwealth 
Commission, UK

Imperial College 
London & Edin-
burgh University, 
UK 

3 months
2014

Royal Society Visiting Fel-
lowship

Royal Society 
London 

Imperial College 
London & Edin-
burgh  University, 
UK 

3 months
2008

Overseas Special Training 
Fellowship NSF University Illinois 

at Chicago, USA
2 months
2012

Prof. K. Vignarooban 

Research stays for uni-
versity academics and 
scientists

Fellowship from the 
German Academic 
Exchange Service 
(DAAD), Germany

Helmholtz Institute 
Ulm, Germany

2 months
2017

Overseas Special Train-
ing  Fellowship

National Science 
Foundation, Sri Lanka

Arizona State Univer-
sity, USA

2 months
2016

Post-Doctoral Research 
Associateship

Department of Ener-
gy, USA

Arizona State Univer-
sity, USA

2 Years
2012-2014

University Graduate 
Scholarship (UGS)

Ohio State Govern-
ment, USA

University of Cincin-
nati, USA

5 Years
2007-2012

International Pro-
gramme in the Phys-
ical Sciences (IPPS) 
Fellowship

IPPS Programme, 
Uppsala University, 
Sweden

Chalmers University of 
Technology, Sweden

1 Year
2005-2006

Dr. T. Pathmathas

PhD Studentship
Centre for Minerals 
Research, University 
of Cape Town 

University of Cape 
Town, South Africa

4 Years
2011-2014

ICTP Studentship ICTP/UNESCO ICTP
1 Year
2003-2004

ICTP Fellowship ICTP/UNESCO ICTP 2 months
2005

ICTP Senior Associate-
ship ICTP/UNESCO ICTP 6 Years

2023-2028

Dr. A. Thevakaran HETC scholarship  World Bank CISIR, Australia One year

Dr. (Ms.) S.Ubenthiran
Bright Sparks Interna-
tional Students Schol-
arship 

University of Malaya  Universiti  Malaya 
3 years
2012-2015

Dr. M. Thanihaichelvan 

UNESCO-TWAS Post-
doctoral fellowship

The World Academy 
of Science  (TWAS)

Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Re-
search, India

2022

Plant and Food Re-
search Scholarship

The Royal Society of 
New Zealand

Victoria University 
of Wellington, New 
Zealand

3 years
2016-2019

Marsden Scholarship The Royal Society of 
New Zealand

Victoria University 
of Wellington, New 
Zealand

2015
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Mr. S. Senthuran

Postgraduate 
scholarship

National Science Foun-
dation  2018-2020

DEL Postgradu-
ate Scholarship

Queen’s University 
Belfast, U.K

Queen’s University Belfast, 
U.K 2008-2009

Dr. P. A. Amalraj

Research Fellow-
ship 

Czech Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and Sports 
and Czech National 
Foundation.

Center for Advanced Pho-
tovoltaics, Czech Technical 
University in Prague, Czech 
Republic.

2 months

2023

Research Fellow-
ship 

Czech Ministry of 
Education, Youth and 
Sports.

Center for Advanced Pho-
tovoltaics, Czech Technical 
University in Prague, Czech 
Republic.

2 months

2022

Postdoctoral 
Research Fellow-
ship

Czech Ministry of 
Education, Youth and 
Sports.

Center for Advanced Pho-
tovoltaics, Czech Technical 
University in Prague, Czech 
Republic.

2017-2021

UC Doctoral 
Scholarship

University of Canter-
bury, New Zealand

University of Canterbury, 
New Zealand 2013-2016

Mr. K. Prashan-
than

Helmholtz-Zent-
rum Berlin  PhD 
Scholarship

Helmholtz-Zentrum 
Berlin 

Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin 
& Humboldt Universität zu 
Berlin 

Oct. 2022 - 
Mar. 2024

Research Grants 
- Doctoral Pro-
grammes in Ger-
many, 2018/19

Deutscher Akademi-
scher Austauschdienst 
(DAAD) - German 
Academic Exchange 
Service  

Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin 
& Humboldt Universität zu 
Berlin 

Jun. 2018 - 
Sep. 2022

National and International Honours

Prof. Kunaratnam was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society, London, as well as a Fellow 
and Chartered Physicist of the Institute of Physics, London—two prestigious professional bodies dedicated to 
the advancement and promotion of Astronomy, Geophysics, and Physics. The research excellence of our staff has 
also been recognized nationally. Prof. K. Kunaratnam and Prof. P. Ravirajan were appointed as members of the 
Academic Council of the Institute of Fundamental Studies in 1987 and 2020, respectively. Additionally, Prof. K. 
Kandasamy and Prof. P. Ravirajan were appointed as members of the National Research Council of Sri Lanka by 
His/her Excellency the President of Sri Lanka in 1999 and 2019, respectively. Prof. R. Kumaravadivel  has been 
serving as a member of the University Grant Commission (UGC) for five years from April 2015. 

National Award 

Name of the 
Awardee Name of the national  award Awarding 

institution 
Year of 
Award

Prof. P. Ravirajan 

CVCD Excellence Award for the Most Outstanding Young 
Researcher in Physical Sciences CVCD 2006

Young Scientist Award (NSF/SCOPUS) NSF 2008

SUSRED (Support Scheme for Supervision of Research De-
grees) Award - three awards NSF 2023

International Award 

Name of the Awardee Name of the interna-
tional  award Awarding institution Year of 

Award
Mr. K. Prashanthan Young Researcher Award Centre for Ionics, University of Malaya 2015



-84-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

Mr. S. Senthuran

Postgraduate 
scholarship

National Science Foun-
dation  2018-2020

DEL Postgradu-
ate Scholarship

Queen’s University 
Belfast, U.K

Queen’s University Belfast, 
U.K 2008-2009

Dr. P. A. Amalraj

Research Fellow-
ship 

Czech Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and Sports 
and Czech National 
Foundation.

Center for Advanced Pho-
tovoltaics, Czech Technical 
University in Prague, Czech 
Republic.

2 months

2023

Research Fellow-
ship 

Czech Ministry of 
Education, Youth and 
Sports.

Center for Advanced Pho-
tovoltaics, Czech Technical 
University in Prague, Czech 
Republic.

2 months

2022

Postdoctoral 
Research Fellow-
ship

Czech Ministry of 
Education, Youth and 
Sports.

Center for Advanced Pho-
tovoltaics, Czech Technical 
University in Prague, Czech 
Republic.

2017-2021

UC Doctoral 
Scholarship

University of Canter-
bury, New Zealand

University of Canterbury, 
New Zealand 2013-2016

Mr. K. Prashan-
than

Helmholtz-Zent-
rum Berlin  PhD 
Scholarship

Helmholtz-Zentrum 
Berlin 

Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin 
& Humboldt Universität zu 
Berlin 

Oct. 2022 - 
Mar. 2024

Research Grants 
- Doctoral Pro-
grammes in Ger-
many, 2018/19

Deutscher Akademi-
scher Austauschdienst 
(DAAD) - German 
Academic Exchange 
Service  

Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin 
& Humboldt Universität zu 
Berlin 

Jun. 2018 - 
Sep. 2022

National and International Honours

Prof. Kunaratnam was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society, London, as well as a Fellow 
and Chartered Physicist of the Institute of Physics, London—two prestigious professional bodies dedicated to 
the advancement and promotion of Astronomy, Geophysics, and Physics. The research excellence of our staff has 
also been recognized nationally. Prof. K. Kunaratnam and Prof. P. Ravirajan were appointed as members of the 
Academic Council of the Institute of Fundamental Studies in 1987 and 2020, respectively. Additionally, Prof. K. 
Kandasamy and Prof. P. Ravirajan were appointed as members of the National Research Council of Sri Lanka by 
His/her Excellency the President of Sri Lanka in 1999 and 2019, respectively. Prof. R. Kumaravadivel  has been 
serving as a member of the University Grant Commission (UGC) for five years from April 2015. 

National Award 

Name of the 
Awardee Name of the national  award Awarding 

institution 
Year of 
Award

Prof. P. Ravirajan 

CVCD Excellence Award for the Most Outstanding Young 
Researcher in Physical Sciences CVCD 2006

Young Scientist Award (NSF/SCOPUS) NSF 2008

SUSRED (Support Scheme for Supervision of Research De-
grees) Award - three awards NSF 2023

International Award 

Name of the Awardee Name of the interna-
tional  award Awarding institution Year of 

Award
Mr. K. Prashanthan Young Researcher Award Centre for Ionics, University of Malaya 2015

-85-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

Professional Recognition

Name of the Staff  Honour Awarding Agency Year

Prof. Kunaratnam
Fellow Royal Astronomical Society, London 1998

Fellow Institute of Physics, London 1999

Prof. P. Ravirajan Fellow National Academy of Sciences Sri Lanka 2023

Member of the National Commission/Council/Institute 

Name of the staff Members of National bodies/Committee From - To No. of 
Years

Prof. K. Kunaratnam Research Council of National Institute of 
Fundamental Studies 1984 - 1987 3

Prof. R. Kumaravadivel University Grants Commission 2015 - 2020 5
Prof. K. Kandasamy National Research Council 1999 - 2008   9

Prof. P. Ravirajan

National Research Council 
Feb. 2020 - Feb. 2022

Feb. 2023 - to date
3

Research Council of National Institute of 
Fundamental Studies June 2020 - to date 4

Working Committee of the National Science 
Foundation on Basic Sciences June 2016 – June 2019. 3

Taskforce on the promotion of STEM educa-
tion, Ministry of Education Since February 2022 2

Standing Committee on General Commit-
tee of the National Education Commission 
(NEC)

January 2021 - 
January 2024 3

Contribution of the staff to University 
Administration

Besides conducting the academic and research 
activities in the department, the staff has contributed 
immensely to the administrative and other outreach 
activities of the University. Prof. K. Kunaratnam 
served as Dean of the Faculty of Science and Vice 
Chancellor of the University. Prof. R. Kumaravadivel 
served as Dean of the Faculty of Science for over 
four terms. He was also a Council nominee for the 
post of Vice Chancellor three times and acting Vice 
Chancellor for over a year. Prof. K. Kandasamy served 
as Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Studies (September 
2005 – September 2008), Science (July 2010 - July 
2013) and Technology (April 2016 – September 2016). 
Currently, Professor Ravirajan has been serving as the 
Dean of the Faculty of Science since June 2020. 

Contributions to National Education and 
Outreach Activities

The Department played a pivotal role in supporting 
the National Institute of Education and the Northern 

Department of Education by conducting various 
workshops for GCE (AL) Physics teachers and 
students periodically. Prof. Kunaratnam made 
significant contributions to national education through 
his involvement in various committees. He served 
on the Committee for the Preparation of Syllabuses 
for Senior Secondary Programmes (Department of 
Education, Government of Sri Lanka, 1974/75), the 
External Degree Syllabus Committee (University 
of Sri Lanka, 1976/77), the National Committee 
to Review University Curricula (1977), and the 
GCE (A/L) Syllabus Review Committee (1989). 
Additionally, he was a member of the Council of the 
International Association for the Theory of Relativity 
(IATR), Sri Lanka National Unit (1979-1981). Prof. 
Kunaratnam also served as a co-examiner in Physics 
for the SLAAS Entrance Examination (1983) and as 
an External Examiner in Physics for examinations 
conducted by the Universities of Colombo and 
Peradeniya.

Professors Kumaravadivel, Kandasamy, and 
Ravirajan served on a panel to set questions for the 



-86-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

A/L Physics Examination. All senior academics 
have consistently served as Chief Examiners for A/L 
Physics Examinations and as External Examiners in 
Physics for examinations conducted by the Eastern 
University of Sri Lanka. Prof. Kumaravadivel 
also served as the coordinator for the Bachelor of 
Information Technology (BIT) degree programme at 
the University of Colombo, School of Computing for 
several years.

The department staff have regularly contributed 
as resource persons for training teachers and students 
to promote Physics education in the province. In 
collaboration with the Jaffna Science Association and 
the Provincial Department of Education, Northern 
Province, more than 3,000 GCE (A/L) students 
in the Science and Technology streams from 55 
schools in the Jaffna district were educated on the 
significance of clean energy technologies through 
interactive discussions and hands-on experiments 
from 2017 to 2021(https://project.jfn.ac.lk/hrncet/
index.php/outreachties/). The trained students actively 
participated in subsequent activities related to the 
theme, including poster preparation, documentary 
filmmaking, and the invention of innovative 
formulations organized under the project.

Moreover, more than 500 school students from 17 
educational zones across three districts in the Eastern 
Province of Sri Lanka benefitted from Clean Energy 
Workshops organized in collaboration with the Eastern 
and South Eastern Universities, the State Ministry of 
Skills Development, Vocational Training, Research 
and Innovation. These workshops featured innovation 
exhibits and poster demonstrations.

In collaboration with Professors Kirthi Tennakone 
and Adjith de Alwis from Georgia State University, 
USA, Annular Solar Eclipse Observation camps were 
established at the University of Jaffna’s Thirunelveli 
and Kilinochchi premises, with financial support 
from the Ministry of Technology and Innovation and 
the Norwegian Embassy in Colombo. The program 
aimed to spark interest in science and mathematics, 
particularly astronomy, among students, highlighting 
the importance of rational thinking, the dangers of 
superstition, and fostering astronomical research in 
Sri Lanka.

Professor P. Ravirajan coordinated the International 
Conference on Advanced Materials for Clean Energy 
& Health Applications (AMCEHA 2019, https://conf.
jfn.ac.lk/amceha/), jointly organized by the University 
of Jaffna (UoJ) and the Western Norway University 
of Applied Sciences (HVL) from 6-8 February 2019. 
The conference attracted over 400 participants, 
including experts, scientists, scholars, academics, 
students, and representatives from both local and 
international industries. Among the participants were 
120 foreign delegates from countries such as Norway, 
India, Canada, Australia, the UK, Bangladesh, Sudan, 
Sweden, Finland, Egypt, China, Japan, and the USA. 
The conference received 180 research articles, of 
which 140 were selected and presented following 
a rigorous peer-review process. The event featured 
oral presentations, poster presentations, one-minute 
spotlight presentations of posters, and plenary talks 
by eminent scientists in the fields of nanomaterials 
for solar cells, health applications, and energy storage 
systems.
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and Kilinochchi premises, with financial support 
from the Ministry of Technology and Innovation and 
the Norwegian Embassy in Colombo. The program 
aimed to spark interest in science and mathematics, 
particularly astronomy, among students, highlighting 
the importance of rational thinking, the dangers of 
superstition, and fostering astronomical research in 
Sri Lanka.

Professor P. Ravirajan coordinated the International 
Conference on Advanced Materials for Clean Energy 
& Health Applications (AMCEHA 2019, https://conf.
jfn.ac.lk/amceha/), jointly organized by the University 
of Jaffna (UoJ) and the Western Norway University 
of Applied Sciences (HVL) from 6-8 February 2019. 
The conference attracted over 400 participants, 
including experts, scientists, scholars, academics, 
students, and representatives from both local and 
international industries. Among the participants were 
120 foreign delegates from countries such as Norway, 
India, Canada, Australia, the UK, Bangladesh, Sudan, 
Sweden, Finland, Egypt, China, Japan, and the USA. 
The conference received 180 research articles, of 
which 140 were selected and presented following 
a rigorous peer-review process. The event featured 
oral presentations, poster presentations, one-minute 
spotlight presentations of posters, and plenary talks 
by eminent scientists in the fields of nanomaterials 
for solar cells, health applications, and energy storage 
systems.
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Future development plans

Our department is renowned for delivering high-
quality physics education through distinguished 
academics trained abroad and boasts well-equipped 
laboratories specializing in material research, 
particularly in clean energy sources and storage. The 
department is on a trajectory of continuous growth and 
advancement, driven by a clear vision and strategic 
initiatives aimed at fulfilling its mission and achieving 
its goals. Key areas of focus include:

 y Enhancing Teaching and Learning: Innovation 
in teaching methods and curriculum design is 
a top priority. The department is dedicated to 
creating dynamic, student-centered learning 
environments that better prepare graduates to 
meet future challenges. By integrating the latest 
educational technologies and methodologies, the 
department aims to equip students with the skills 
and knowledge needed to excel in their careers 
and make meaningful contributions to society.

 y Expanding Research Capabilities:  The 
department is committed to securing additional 
funding to bolster its research efforts. This 
includes upgrading and modernizing laboratory 
facilities to support cutting-edge research and 
foster innovation across various research areas 
such as modelling, biophysics, and quantum 
optics.

 y Strengthening Partnerships :  Building 
stronger research collaborations with other 
academic institutions, industry, and community 
organizations is crucial to expanding research 
opportunities and enhancing public engagement. 
The department plans to establish new partnerships 
and reinforce existing ones, creating a robust 
network of collaborators that will facilitate 
interdisciplinary research and community-based 
projects.

 y Supporting Faculty and Students :  The 
department acknowledges the importance of 
investing in its faculty and students. Efforts will be 
made to provide more professional development 
opportunities for faculty, ensuring they remain 
at the forefront of their fields. Additionally, 
increasing support for student research and career 
development is a priority, with initiatives designed 
to foster a research-intensive environment 
and provide students with the resources and 
mentorship needed for success.

The department also wishes to express its deep 
appreciation to Emeritus Professors K. Kunaratnam, 
R. Kumaravadivel, and K. Kandasamy for their 
pioneering contributions to the development of the 
department, the faculty, and the university in various 
capacities from its inception.
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Heads of the Department of Physics (1975 - present)

Prof.  K.  Kunaratnam
April 1975 - 
October 1980
October 1981 -
February 1985

 

Dr. V.  Ramachandran
October 1980 - 
October 1981

Prof.  R.  Kumaravadivel
February 1985 - 
February 1988
April 1994 - 
November 1999

Prof.  K.  Kandasamy
March 1988 -
March 1994
March 2000 -
March 2003

September 2009 - 
August 2010

Dr.  L.  Jeyanathan
March 2003 - 
June 2004

Dr.  S.  Sivarasa 
(Acting Head) 

June 2004 - 
April 2005

Dr.  N.  Sivayogan 
June 2006 - 
June 2009

Prof.  P.  Ravirajan
October 2010 - 

September 2016
March 2020 -

May 2020

Prof.  K.  Vignarooban 
October 2016 - 
February 2020

Dr.  T.  Pathmathas
June 2020 - 
June 2023

Dr.  A.  Thevakaran 
July 2023 to date
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Foundation and Establishment

The Department of Zoology is one of the oldest 
and most esteemed departments at the University of 
Jaffna. Established in 1974 during the early days of 
the Jaffna Campus of the University of Sri Lanka, the 
department initially operated out of the laboratory 
and office spaces of the Jaffna College undergraduate 
section in Vaddukoddai.

In July 1978, a significant milestone was reached 
when the Faculty of Science was relocated from the 
Jaffna College premises to the newly constructed 
Natural Science Block (NSB) – I in Thirunelvely. The 
Department of Zoology, along with the Department 
of Botany, occupied the first and second floors of the 
eastern half of the building, while the Department of 
Chemistry was housed in the western half. In 1984, 
with the Department of Chemistry shifting to a new 
block, the Department of Zoology expanded its 
footprint, taking over the entire first and second floors 
of the western side of NSB-I.

The department’s working space saw further 
expansion on November 11, 2016, with the inauguration 
of NSB – II. The western wing of NSB – II was 
dedicated to the Department of Zoology, providing 
much-needed additional space to accommodate its 
growing activities and expanding academic and 
research endeavors.

Today, the Department of Zoology is equipped 
with a range of specialised laboratories designed to 
support both undergraduate teaching and advanced 
research. These facilities include the Elementary 
Laboratory, Physiology and Microtome Laboratory, 
Environmental Laboratory, Molecular Biology 
Laboratory, Microscope Laboratory, Cell-Culture 
Laboratory, Toxicology Laboratory, and the Insect 
Museum and Entomology Laboratory. Additionally, 
the department has established a Medical Entomology 
Laboratory, which focuses on cutting-edge research 
in insects that are disease vectors.

The department also prides itself on its Animal 
House and Insectary, both of which were constructed 
in 1981. These facilities are integral to various 
undergraduate and postgraduate research projects in 

fields such as limnology, fish biology, aquaculture, 
herpetology, ornithology, toxicology, immunology 
and entomology. The Animal House supports research 
through the use of animals reared in-house, while the 
Insectary is vital for studies in vector biology and pest 
management.

Recognising the growing importance of data-driven 
research, the department has recently established a 
Bioinformatics Laboratory to enhance both teaching 
and research capabilities in this rapidly evolving 
field. This facility enables students and researchers 
to engage with the latest tools and techniques in 
bioinformatics, fostering a deeper understanding of 
biological data analysis.

Furthermore, the department has curated a well-
structured Animal Museum within NSB – I. This 
museum serves as both an educational and research 
resource, offering students and visitors a chance to 
explore a diverse collection of specimens that reflect 
the rich biodiversity of the region.

The Department of Zoology continues to uphold 
a legacy of excellence, contributing significantly to 
the scientific community through its comprehensive 
programmes, state-of-the-art facilities, and 
commitment to advancing knowledge in the field of 
zoology. With its robust infrastructure and dedicated 
faculty, the department remains at the forefront of 
zoological research and education, nurturing the next 
generation of scientists and scholars.

Academic Recruitment

The Department of Zoology at the University 
of Jaffna began its academic journey in 1975 under 
the leadership of Dr. V. K. Ganesalingam, who was 
appointed as the founding Professor and Head of the 
Department on August 1, 1975. Mrs. N. Selvaraiah, 
a lecturer, joined from Jaffna College, while Mr. 
K. Sachithananthan, previously with the Fisheries 
Research Station in Colombo, was also appointed as 
a lecturer. Additionally, Miss V. Santhanam and Mr. 
R. Ratnasabapathy, both from the Colombo Campus, 
joined the department as probationary assistant 
lecturers.

Department of Zoology
University of Jaffna
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In 1979, Rev. Dr. G. F. Rajendram, a lecturer from 
the Zoology Department at the Peradeniya Campus, 
was transferred to the department. The following 
year, Dr. K. Chitravadivelu was appointed as a 
lecturer, and Mr. S. Sriskantha, a graduate from the 
Peradeniya Campus, joined as a probationary assistant 
lecturer. The department saw further expansion with 
the appointments of Mrs. P. Krishnarajah and, Mr. 
W. Venkatesh and Mr. P. Vinobaba as lecturer and 
probationary assistant lecturers in 1985. In 1987, 
Miss R. Rajeswaran and Miss R. Rajendramani also 
assumed duties as probationary assistant lecturers. 
The 1990s and early 2000s were marked by continued 
growth in the department’s academic staff. Mr. B. 
Sivalognathan, Mr. K. Jayasingam, and Mrs. S. 
Kuganathan were appointed as probationary assistant 
lecturers in 1989, 1990, and 1992, respectively. In 
1996, Ms. N. Ratnasabapathy, Mr. K. Parameshwaran, 
and Miss C. Rajendram joined as probationary 
lecturers, followed by Mr. S. N. Surendran in 1998.

The new millennium saw the appointment of 
Mr. T. Eswaramohan and Mrs. K. Sabesan, Mr. S. 
Kugathas, Mr. K. Gajapathy, Miss S. Piratheepa, 
Mrs. T. W. Shanthakumar and Miss G. Kandasamy 
as probationary lecturers in 2001, 2003, 2007, 2008, 
2011 and 2013 respectively. In 2017, Miss S. Kokila 
and Mr. S. Arthiyan were appointed as probationary 
lecturers. Additionally, Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban was 
appointed as a Senior Lecturer (Grade II) in 2009, 
further strengthening the academic leadership within 
the department.

This  recrui tment  h is tory  highl ights  the 
department’s commitment to academic excellence and 
its continuous efforts to attract and retain a diverse and 
talented faculty, despite the challenges of brain drain 
due to the civil unrest that prevailed until 2009. These 
efforts have significantly enhanced the educational 
experience for its students.

Evolution of the Academic Strength 

During the tumultuous 1980s and 1990s, the 
civil unrest in Sri Lanka had a profound impact 
on the academic landscape, particularly in the 
northern peninsula. The Department of Zoology at 
the University of Jaffna faced significant challenges 
as the strength of its academic staff fluctuated. Many 

left the country permanently, and others did not return 
after completing their higher studies abroad. Despite 
these difficulties, a few dedicated individuals rose to 
the occasion and carried the department through its 
most trying times.

Among these  s ta lwarts  were  Prof .  V.K. 
Ganesalingam, Rev. Dr. G.F. Rajendram, (Mrs.) N. 
Selvarajah, Dr. K. Chirtravadivelu, and Dr. (Mrs.) P. 
Krishnarajah. Their unwavering commitment ensured 
that the department continued to function even when 
the northern peninsula was completely cut off from the 
rest of the country. These individuals bore the brunt 
of teaching responsibilities and played a crucial role 
in maintaining academic standards during the height 
of the conflict.

By the mid-1990s, the situation began to stabilize, 
and the Department of Zoology started to rebuild 
its teaching capacity to align with other national 
universities. However, the late 1990s and early 2000s 
marked the retirement of the pioneering figures 
and stalwarts who had been the backbone of the 
department. This period ushered in a new generation 
of academics who took up the mantle of responsibility 
to lead the department forward.

Today, the Department of Zoology at the University 
of Jaffna is a testament to resilience and dedication. It 
is currently headed by Mrs. P. Sivakumar, with Prof. 
S.N. Surendran serving as the Senior Professor and 
Chair. The department’s esteemed faculty includes 
Prof. Mrs. R. Gnaneswaran, Prof. K. Gajapathy, Prof. 
T. Eswaramohan, Ms. N. Ratnasabapathy (Senior 
Lecturer Gr I), Mr. W.V. Luckshman (Senior Lecturer 
Gr II), Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban (Senior Lecturer Gr I), 
Dr. (Mrs.) T.W. Shanthakumar (Senior Lecturer Gr 
II), Dr. (Mrs.) G. Parththuran (Senior Lecturer Gr II), 
Mrs. K. Senthooran (Lecturer), and Mr. S. Arthiyan 
(Lecturer).

Non-Academic Strength and Recruitment

The foundation and growth of the department have 
been made possible through the invaluable support 
and dedication of both non-academic and academic 
support staff. These individuals have played a crucial 
role in maintaining the department’s operations and 
ensuring the smooth execution of its teaching and 
learning processes.
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The department’s journey began with the transfer 
of Mr. S. Narendran, a Laboratory Technician from 
the Department of Physics at the Peradeniya Campus, 
to the Jaffna Campus in July 1975. His expertise laid 
the groundwork for the department’s development. 
In 1974, Mr. K. Nallathamby joined as a Laboratory 
Attendant, providing essential support in the early 
years. The department continued to strengthen its 
team with the addition of Mr. K. Ratnasingam in 1978, 
who transitioned from the Department of Agricultural 
Biology at the Peradeniya Campus to serve as the 
Chief Technician.

Throughout the late 1970s and early 1980s, several 
key members joined the department. In 1979, Mr. 
S. Sriskantharasan and Mr. T. Thillainathan were 
recruited as Laboratory Attendants, followed by 
Mrs. M. Sapanathan, who joined as a Clerk in 1980. 
In 1983, Mr. P. Vimalanathan joined as a Laboratory 
Attendant, and in 1985, Mr. K. Sribandakaran joined 
as a Labourer. The department further expanded its 
team with the recruitment of Mr. K. Ambikapathy in 
1986 and Mr. S. Kugan in 1990, both as Labourers. 
Mr. S. Gnanasegaram also joined as a Laboratory 
Attendant in 2011.

The 1990s saw continued growth in the 
department’s support staff. Mr. S. D. Sarvey and Mr. 
E. Amirthalingam joined as Laboratory Attendants 
in 1992, followed by the appointments of Mr. E. S. 
Thayaparan and Mr. N. Bakeerathan as Laboratory 
Attendants. In 1993, Mr. S. Thangarajah was also 
recruited as a Laboratory Attendant.

As the department evolved, the need for new 
recruits became evident, especially with the retirement 
of experienced non-academic staff. The dawn of the 
new millennium marked the beginning of a new phase 
in recruitment, ensuring the department could maintain 
its momentum. Mr. S. Tharmasena was appointed as a 
Labourer in 1998, while Mr. S. Kailyangirivasar, Ms. 
T. Kalpana, and Ms. S. Ajanthiniy joined as Laboratory 
Attendants in 1998, 2015, and 2015, respectively. 
Mrs. K. Niranjan joined the department as a Technical 
Officer in 2004, and Mr. V. Jegathampikipakan was 
appointed as a Technical Officer in 2007.

The department’s administrative capabilities were 
strengthened with the appointment of Mr. P. Gajanthan 
and Mr.P.Pathmaruban as Management Assistants in 
2009 and 2018, respectively. 

The subsequent years saw the addition of Mr. V. 
Thanushan and Mr. R. Sivakaran as a Works Aide in 
2013, Mr. M. Rajkumar as a Works Aide in 2017, and 
Mr. S. Suthakaran and Mr. K. Kajalaksan, as a Works 
Aide and Laboratory Attendant, respectively, in 2018. 
Mr. K. Rathangan joined as Laboratory Attendant 
in 2019. The department also welcomed Mr. R. 
Partheepan as a Technical Officer in 2021 and both 
Mr. C. Narthanan and Mr. K. Lingesh as Laboratory 
Attendants in 2023.

Current Non-Academic Staff:

The current non-academic staff serving in the 
Department include Staff Technical Officers Mr. K. 
Sribandakaran and Mrs. K. Niranjan, along with 
Technical Officer Mr. R. Partheepan. The team of 
Laboratory Attendants comprises Mr. K. Rathangan, 
Mr. K. Kajalaksan, Mr. C. Narthanan, and Mr. K. 
Lingesh. Additionally, Mr. P. Pathmaruban serves as 
the Management Assistant, while Mr. S. Suthakaran, 
Mr. M. Rajkumar, and Mr. R. Sivakaran work as 
Works Aides. 

These dedicated non-academic staff members 
are the backbone of the department, ensuring that it 
continues to function smoothly and efficiently. Their 
contributions have been instrumental in supporting 
the department’s academic mission and enhancing the 
overall learning environment.

Evolution of Teaching and Learning 

The year 1975 marked a significant milestone for 
the Department of Zoology at the Jaffna Campus of 
the University of Sri Lanka. It was in this year that the 
University Grants Commission sent the first batch of 
students to the Faculty of Science to undertake the Bio 
Science course, which included Zoology. Preparations 
were made for the syllabus and teaching curriculum, 
including the procurement of laboratory equipment 
and library books and periodicals, to establish the 
course unit system.

Initially, the Bio Science programme combined 
Zoology with Chemistry and Botany, with the first 
cohort of students completing their BSc degree in 
General Biology. In 1979, the department commenced 
its special degree course in Zoology with an initial 
cohort of two students. In 1985, the academic 
structure saw a transformation with the introduction 
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of the semester system, prompting revisions in the 
curriculum, syllabus, and examination regulations. 
This shift was part of a broader trend towards 
modernization in higher education.

By 1993, further curriculum updates were 
introduced, and teaching and examinations were 
conducted according to the new syllabus. A major 
structural reform in the undergraduate degree program 
occurred in the early 2000s, when the faculty adopted 
the Grade Point Average (GPA) system to evaluate 
student performance. This change was part of an 
ongoing effort to enhance the academic experience 
and ensure the program met contemporary educational 
standards as per the Sri Lanka Qualification 
Framework.

From 2013 to 2015, the Biological Study 
programme received a significant boost with a 25 
million LKR grant under the World Bank funded 
Higher Education for the Twenty-First Century/
Quality and Innovation Grant (HETC/QIG). This 
funding was instrumental in revising the curriculum 
and enhancing the physical infrastructure of the 
teaching and learning environment. Prof. S.N. 
Surendran authored the proposal for this grant, with Dr. 
T. Eswaramohan serving as the Project Coordinator, 
and Dr. K. Gajapathy and Mrs. A. Sivaruban as 
activity coordinators. The grant facilitated substantial 
advancements in both curriculum development and 
infrastructure enhancement.

Further progress was made with the support 
of another grant from the World Bank funded 
Accelerating Higher Education Expansion and 
Development (AHEAD) programme, awarded 
between 2019 and 2023. This grant, amounting to 18 
million LKR, was used to further refine the curriculum 
and improve the department’s infrastructure. Dr. 
(Mrs.) A. Sivaruban and Dr. (Mrs.) T.W. Shanthakumar 
wrote the proposal for this grant, with Mrs. Piratheepa 
Sivakumar and Dr. K. Gajapathy also contributing as 
activity coordinators. Additionally, Dr. (Mrs.) T.W. 
Shanthakumar was a key member of the proposal 
writing team for another 120 million LKR AHEAD 
grant for the Faculty of Science and served as one of 
the activity coordinators. This grant was utilised to 
further strengthen the department’s infrastructure, 
teaching and learning environment, and research 
capabilities.

The Department of Zoology has proactively 
addressed the need for training non-university 
entrants by developing and offering a Certificate 

Course in Molecular Biology Laboratory Techniques. 
This course has successfully trained two batches of 
students, with Dr. K. Gajapathy and Dr. (Mrs.) T. W. 
Shanthakumar serving as coordinators. In addition to 
this initiative, the department has embarked on the 
development of a new honours degree program in 
Molecular Biology and Biotechnology. The structure 
and syllabi for this degree programme have been 
collaboratively developed by academics from the 
Departments of Zoology, Botany, Chemistry, and 
Computer Science. The programme is anticipated to be 
included as one of the degree offerings of the Faculty 
in the near future, further enhancing the department’s 
educational offerings and research capabilities.

Research and Dissemination

The Department of Zoology has consistently made 
significant contributions to research and scholarship, 
cementing its reputation as a leader in various 
specialized fields. Noteworthy research areas include 
entomology, biodiversity conservation, population 
genetics, toxicology, herpetology, and sustainable 
development. Faculty members have extensively 
published their work in peer-reviewed journals and 
presented their findings at both international and 
national conferences, furthering the department’s 
academic influence and outreach.

The department’s research capabilities have been 
significantly enhanced through collaborations with 
prestigious institutions worldwide. These include the 
British Museum (Natural History), University College 
London, University of Wales, University College 
Bangor, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, 
University of Cardiff, Royal Veterinary College 
London, University of Manchester, and University 
of Nottingham in the UK; University of Oklahoma, 
Yale University, and University of Maryland-
College Park in the USA; Jeju National University 
and KIOST in South Korea; Indian Agricultural 
Research Institute, CAS, Annamalai University, 
Tata Institute for Genetics, and National Institute of 
Malaria Research in India; Queensland University 
of Technology in Australia; and Asian Institute of 
Technology in Thailand. These partnerships have 
facilitated joint publications, resource sharing, and 
the establishment of long-term research programs, 
significantly advancing the department’s research 
agenda.
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of the semester system, prompting revisions in the 
curriculum, syllabus, and examination regulations. 
This shift was part of a broader trend towards 
modernization in higher education.

By 1993, further curriculum updates were 
introduced, and teaching and examinations were 
conducted according to the new syllabus. A major 
structural reform in the undergraduate degree program 
occurred in the early 2000s, when the faculty adopted 
the Grade Point Average (GPA) system to evaluate 
student performance. This change was part of an 
ongoing effort to enhance the academic experience 
and ensure the program met contemporary educational 
standards as per the Sri Lanka Qualification 
Framework.

From 2013 to 2015, the Biological Study 
programme received a significant boost with a 25 
million LKR grant under the World Bank funded 
Higher Education for the Twenty-First Century/
Quality and Innovation Grant (HETC/QIG). This 
funding was instrumental in revising the curriculum 
and enhancing the physical infrastructure of the 
teaching and learning environment. Prof. S.N. 
Surendran authored the proposal for this grant, with Dr. 
T. Eswaramohan serving as the Project Coordinator, 
and Dr. K. Gajapathy and Mrs. A. Sivaruban as 
activity coordinators. The grant facilitated substantial 
advancements in both curriculum development and 
infrastructure enhancement.

Further progress was made with the support 
of another grant from the World Bank funded 
Accelerating Higher Education Expansion and 
Development (AHEAD) programme, awarded 
between 2019 and 2023. This grant, amounting to 18 
million LKR, was used to further refine the curriculum 
and improve the department’s infrastructure. Dr. 
(Mrs.) A. Sivaruban and Dr. (Mrs.) T.W. Shanthakumar 
wrote the proposal for this grant, with Mrs. Piratheepa 
Sivakumar and Dr. K. Gajapathy also contributing as 
activity coordinators. Additionally, Dr. (Mrs.) T.W. 
Shanthakumar was a key member of the proposal 
writing team for another 120 million LKR AHEAD 
grant for the Faculty of Science and served as one of 
the activity coordinators. This grant was utilised to 
further strengthen the department’s infrastructure, 
teaching and learning environment, and research 
capabilities.

The Department of Zoology has proactively 
addressed the need for training non-university 
entrants by developing and offering a Certificate 

Course in Molecular Biology Laboratory Techniques. 
This course has successfully trained two batches of 
students, with Dr. K. Gajapathy and Dr. (Mrs.) T. W. 
Shanthakumar serving as coordinators. In addition to 
this initiative, the department has embarked on the 
development of a new honours degree program in 
Molecular Biology and Biotechnology. The structure 
and syllabi for this degree programme have been 
collaboratively developed by academics from the 
Departments of Zoology, Botany, Chemistry, and 
Computer Science. The programme is anticipated to be 
included as one of the degree offerings of the Faculty 
in the near future, further enhancing the department’s 
educational offerings and research capabilities.

Research and Dissemination

The Department of Zoology has consistently made 
significant contributions to research and scholarship, 
cementing its reputation as a leader in various 
specialized fields. Noteworthy research areas include 
entomology, biodiversity conservation, population 
genetics, toxicology, herpetology, and sustainable 
development. Faculty members have extensively 
published their work in peer-reviewed journals and 
presented their findings at both international and 
national conferences, furthering the department’s 
academic influence and outreach.

The department’s research capabilities have been 
significantly enhanced through collaborations with 
prestigious institutions worldwide. These include the 
British Museum (Natural History), University College 
London, University of Wales, University College 
Bangor, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, 
University of Cardiff, Royal Veterinary College 
London, University of Manchester, and University 
of Nottingham in the UK; University of Oklahoma, 
Yale University, and University of Maryland-
College Park in the USA; Jeju National University 
and KIOST in South Korea; Indian Agricultural 
Research Institute, CAS, Annamalai University, 
Tata Institute for Genetics, and National Institute of 
Malaria Research in India; Queensland University 
of Technology in Australia; and Asian Institute of 
Technology in Thailand. These partnerships have 
facilitated joint publications, resource sharing, and 
the establishment of long-term research programs, 
significantly advancing the department’s research 
agenda.
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Research has been a cornerstone of the Department 
of Zoology since its inception. Early research 
initiatives were bolstered by support from the 
National Science Council of Sri Lanka, which enabled 
foundational work in various zoological disciplines. 
Prominent faculty members such as Rev. (Dr.) G. F. 
Rajendram and Dr. K. Chitravadivelu played pivotal 
roles in driving the department’s research output. The 
introduction of the special degree programme in 1979 
marked a critical milestone, providing a platform for 
in-depth research and scholarly inquiry in Zoology.

Despite limited external funding and facilities 
during the mid-1980s and 1990s, dedicated faculty 
members such as Prof. V.K. Ganesalingam, Rev. Dr. 
G.F. Rajendram in entomology, Mrs. N. Selvarajah 
in limnology, and Dr. K. Chitravadivelu in fish 
biology and fisheries continued their research efforts, 
maintaining the Department of Zoology’s leadership in 
research and dissemination. Although the department 
suffered infrastructure losses and damage twice, 
once in the mid-1980s and again in the mid-1990s, it 
experienced a significant upward trajectory starting in 
the early 2000s. This was driven by the arrival of a new 
generation of academics who have played prominent 
roles in research both at the faculty level and across 
the university. Research areas have since expanded 
to include entomology, fisheries, herpetology, 
ornithology, toxicology, and physiology, with a strong 
integration of molecular biology.

The department’s academics have secured millions 
of rupees in research grants from various funding 
agencies, including the National Science Foundation 
and the National Research Council (with Principal 
Investigators Prof. S.N. Surendran and Prof. K. 
Gajapathy), the Swiss National Science Foundation 
(Principal Investigator: Prof. S.N. Surendran), 
and the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) (Principal Investigators: Prof. T. 
Eswaramohan, Prof. (Mrs.) R. Gnaneswaran, Ms. P. 
Sivakumar, Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban). Additionally, 
they have received grants from the University of Jaffna 
Research Grant (Principal Investigators: Prof. S.N. 
Surendran, Prof. K. Gajapathy, Prof. T. Eswaramohan, 
Prof. (Mrs.) R. Gnaneswaran, Mrs. P. Sivakumar, Dr. 
Mrs. T.W. Shanthakumar, Ms. N. Ratnasabapathy, Mrs. 
K. Senthooran, Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban, Dr. (Mrs.) 
G. Parththuran), the University Business Linkage 

Technology Grant (Principal Investigator: Prof. S.N. 
Surendran; Co-investigator: Prof. K. Gajapathy), the 
University Grants Commission research grant for 
the PhD programme (Mr. K. Gajapathy and Ms. G. 
Kandasamy), and the Commonwealth split-site PhD 
scholarship to pursue part of the PhD programme at 
the University of Nottingham (Mr. K. Gajapathy).

The outcomes of these grants have earned the 
department international recognition, particularly 
in the field of medical entomology. The research 
grants have not only contributed to the development 
of human resources by producing postgraduate 
students but have also enabled significant upgrades 
to laboratory facilities, enhancing the department’s 
research infrastructure.

In addition to laboratory-based research, 
academics involved in the UNDP/IUCN project 
have actively engaged with local communities in 
biodiversity conservation efforts in and around 
Jaffna and Thondaimanaru Lagoon areas. They have 
produced educational booklets particularly in the 
Thondaimanaru Lagoon area and made strategic 
recommendations to relevant government sectors 
for the conservation of biodiversity in the lagoon 
areas. These initiatives underscore the department’s 
commitment to translating research into tangible 
community benefits and sustainable environmental 
practices.

Postgraduate Supervision

The Department of Zoology at the University of 
Jaffna is a leading force in postgraduate education 
within the Faculty of Science. To date, fourteen 
students have earned their M.Phil and PhD degrees, 
either through the department or the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies, while conducting their research 
within the department.

Mr. S. R. Krishnarajah (M.Phil, 1984), Miss 
P.  Elanganayagam (M.Phil ,  1984),  Miss S. 
Ambikaipakan (M.Phil, 1989), Mr. K. Jeyasingham 
(M.Phil), and Ms. Nithiyagowry Ratnasabapathy 
(M.Phil, 2004) completed their degrees under the 
supervision of Prof. V.K. Ganesalingam. Miss F. 
R. Devarajah (M.Phil) and Miss N. R. Raymond 
(M.Phil) were supervised by Prof. G.F. Rajendram. 
Miss Chandrakanthi Rajendram (M.Phil) completed 
her degree under the guidance of Mrs. N. Selvarajah. 
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Ms. Abyerami Balasubramanium (Ph.D, 2007) 
earned her degree under the supervision of Dr. (Mrs.) 
P. Krishnarajah and Dr. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan. Mr. 
Gnanamuthu Anton Charles (M.Phil, 2010) and Mr. 
Sivagnanasuntharam Sutharsan (M.Phil, 2011) were 
supervised by Dr. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan. Pavilupillai 
Justin Jude (M.Phil, 2012) and Mr. Kanapathy 
Gajapathy (Ph.D, 2013) were supervised by Prof. S.N. 
Surendran and Dr. Sara Goodacre of the University of 
Nottingham. Mrs.Vaithehi Kumaran (M.Phil, 2014) 
and Ms.Tharmatha Tharmasegaram (M.Phil, 2017) 
completed their studies under the supervision of Prof. 
S.N. Surendran and Dr. T. Eswaramohan. Ms. Kokila 
Sivabalakrishnan (M.Phil, 2018) was supervised by 
Prof. S.N. Surendran. Mrs.Sharmintha Piratheeban 
(M.Phil, 2021) earned her degree under the guidance 
of Dr. K. Gajapathy and Prof. S.N. Surendran. 
Mr.Tibutius Thanesh Pramanayagam Jayadas (Ph.D, 
2022) was supervised by Prof. S.N. Surendran and 
Prof. K. Gajapathy.These accomplishments highlight 
the department’s commitment to academic excellence 
and its crucial role in advancing scientific knowledge 
through rigorous research and dedicated mentorship.

Patents Secured by Academics

One of the significant achievements of our 
academics is the development of new technologies 
and securing patents for their innovations. Prof. S.N. 
Surendran was granted a National Patent (Sri Lanka) 
No. 21993 on October 23, 2023, for “A Novel Self-
Contained System for Rearing Black Soldier Fly 
(Hermetia illucens) Through All Its Life Stages,” 
with Mr. V. Mugilgeethan as a co-inventor. This patent 
introduces an innovative system designed to rear 
Hermetia illucens from egg to adult stage, optimizing 
the rearing process and improving efficiency in black 
soldier fly cultivation. Additionally, Dr. (Mrs.) T.W. 
Shanthakumar received a patent from the Korea 
Intellectual Property Office (Rep. of Korea) with 
Patent Number 10-1743275 on May 26, 2017, for 
“Single Nucleotide Polymorphism (SNP) Markers 
for Detecting Haliotis gigantea and Method for 
Detecting Haliotis gigantea Using the Same.” Co-
inventors include Lee Jehee, Qiang Wan, Sukkyoung 
Lee, S.N.D.K. Bathige, Gelshan, I. Godahewa, and 
H.E. Jayasinghe. This patent focuses on SNP markers 

specifically for detecting Haliotis gigantea (Giant 
Abalone) and provides a precise and efficient method 
for identifying this species, enhancing detection for 
both research and commercial applications.

Honours, Awards and Scientific Engagements

The current faculty of the Department of Zoology 
have earned significant recognition from both 
international and national scientific organizations, 
accumulating numerous accolades for their 
outstanding contributions to the field. These honours 
not only underscore the individual achievements of 
the academics but also bring broader recognition 
and prestige to the department as a whole. Their 
accomplishments are a testament to the department’s 
ongoing commitment to excellence in research, 
teaching, and community engagement, further 
solidifying its reputation as a leader in zoological 
sciences.

Prof. S. N. Surendran has achieved significant 
recognition and honour in his field. He is a Fellow of 
the Royal Entomological Society and has received 
the National Science Foundation Research Award, 
the President’s Award for Scientific Publications, and 
the Professor Balasubramanium Gold Medal from 
the Jaffna Science Association. Additionally, he was 
awarded the SUSRED award by the National Science 
Foundation and the Commonwealth Academic Staff 
Fellowship. Prof. Surendran is a current member of 
the National Dengue Vector Control Expert Panel 
in Sri Lanka (2022 - present) and participated in the 
Technical Consultation on the spread of Anopheles 
stephensi organized by the WHO in Geneva in June 
2019. He contributed to the formulation of biosafety 
guidelines related to genetically modified mosquitoes 
organized by the National Science Foundation of Sri 
Lanka and organized two National Workshops on 
Gene Manipulation in Insects at the University of 
Jaffna in 2011 and 2013. Prof. Surendran served as 
Co-editor of Vingnanam – Journal of Science from 
2011 to 2012, Editor of the Journal of Jaffna Science 
Association from 2018 to 2022, and is currently a 
Member of the Editorial Board of the Ceylon Journal 
of Science (2023 – present).

Prof. (Mrs.) R. Gnaneswaran is a distinguished 
Fellow of the Royal Entomological Society and has 
made significant contributions to environmental 
and agricultural research. She served as a Member 
of the National Steering Committee of the Global 
Environment Facility/Small Grants Programme 
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Ms. Abyerami Balasubramanium (Ph.D, 2007) 
earned her degree under the supervision of Dr. (Mrs.) 
P. Krishnarajah and Dr. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan. Mr. 
Gnanamuthu Anton Charles (M.Phil, 2010) and Mr. 
Sivagnanasuntharam Sutharsan (M.Phil, 2011) were 
supervised by Dr. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan. Pavilupillai 
Justin Jude (M.Phil, 2012) and Mr. Kanapathy 
Gajapathy (Ph.D, 2013) were supervised by Prof. S.N. 
Surendran and Dr. Sara Goodacre of the University of 
Nottingham. Mrs.Vaithehi Kumaran (M.Phil, 2014) 
and Ms.Tharmatha Tharmasegaram (M.Phil, 2017) 
completed their studies under the supervision of Prof. 
S.N. Surendran and Dr. T. Eswaramohan. Ms. Kokila 
Sivabalakrishnan (M.Phil, 2018) was supervised by 
Prof. S.N. Surendran. Mrs.Sharmintha Piratheeban 
(M.Phil, 2021) earned her degree under the guidance 
of Dr. K. Gajapathy and Prof. S.N. Surendran. 
Mr.Tibutius Thanesh Pramanayagam Jayadas (Ph.D, 
2022) was supervised by Prof. S.N. Surendran and 
Prof. K. Gajapathy.These accomplishments highlight 
the department’s commitment to academic excellence 
and its crucial role in advancing scientific knowledge 
through rigorous research and dedicated mentorship.

Patents Secured by Academics

One of the significant achievements of our 
academics is the development of new technologies 
and securing patents for their innovations. Prof. S.N. 
Surendran was granted a National Patent (Sri Lanka) 
No. 21993 on October 23, 2023, for “A Novel Self-
Contained System for Rearing Black Soldier Fly 
(Hermetia illucens) Through All Its Life Stages,” 
with Mr. V. Mugilgeethan as a co-inventor. This patent 
introduces an innovative system designed to rear 
Hermetia illucens from egg to adult stage, optimizing 
the rearing process and improving efficiency in black 
soldier fly cultivation. Additionally, Dr. (Mrs.) T.W. 
Shanthakumar received a patent from the Korea 
Intellectual Property Office (Rep. of Korea) with 
Patent Number 10-1743275 on May 26, 2017, for 
“Single Nucleotide Polymorphism (SNP) Markers 
for Detecting Haliotis gigantea and Method for 
Detecting Haliotis gigantea Using the Same.” Co-
inventors include Lee Jehee, Qiang Wan, Sukkyoung 
Lee, S.N.D.K. Bathige, Gelshan, I. Godahewa, and 
H.E. Jayasinghe. This patent focuses on SNP markers 

specifically for detecting Haliotis gigantea (Giant 
Abalone) and provides a precise and efficient method 
for identifying this species, enhancing detection for 
both research and commercial applications.

Honours, Awards and Scientific Engagements

The current faculty of the Department of Zoology 
have earned significant recognition from both 
international and national scientific organizations, 
accumulating numerous accolades for their 
outstanding contributions to the field. These honours 
not only underscore the individual achievements of 
the academics but also bring broader recognition 
and prestige to the department as a whole. Their 
accomplishments are a testament to the department’s 
ongoing commitment to excellence in research, 
teaching, and community engagement, further 
solidifying its reputation as a leader in zoological 
sciences.

Prof. S. N. Surendran has achieved significant 
recognition and honour in his field. He is a Fellow of 
the Royal Entomological Society and has received 
the National Science Foundation Research Award, 
the President’s Award for Scientific Publications, and 
the Professor Balasubramanium Gold Medal from 
the Jaffna Science Association. Additionally, he was 
awarded the SUSRED award by the National Science 
Foundation and the Commonwealth Academic Staff 
Fellowship. Prof. Surendran is a current member of 
the National Dengue Vector Control Expert Panel 
in Sri Lanka (2022 - present) and participated in the 
Technical Consultation on the spread of Anopheles 
stephensi organized by the WHO in Geneva in June 
2019. He contributed to the formulation of biosafety 
guidelines related to genetically modified mosquitoes 
organized by the National Science Foundation of Sri 
Lanka and organized two National Workshops on 
Gene Manipulation in Insects at the University of 
Jaffna in 2011 and 2013. Prof. Surendran served as 
Co-editor of Vingnanam – Journal of Science from 
2011 to 2012, Editor of the Journal of Jaffna Science 
Association from 2018 to 2022, and is currently a 
Member of the Editorial Board of the Ceylon Journal 
of Science (2023 – present).

Prof. (Mrs.) R. Gnaneswaran is a distinguished 
Fellow of the Royal Entomological Society and has 
made significant contributions to environmental 
and agricultural research. She served as a Member 
of the National Steering Committee of the Global 
Environment Facility/Small Grants Programme 
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UNDP for Phase V (2013-2017) and Phase VI (2017-
2020). Additionally, she has played a key role in 
identifying pest insect species for various research 
institutes, including the Coconut Research Institute 
Lunuwila, the Department of Export Agriculture in 
Matale, and the Department of Plant Quarantine in 
Katunayake.

Prof. K. Gajapathy has been recognised with 
the President’s Award for Scientific Publications 
and the National Research Council Merit Award. 
He has coordinated numerous wildlife biodiversity 
and conservation projects and played a key role in 
organizing a National Vector Biology workshop.

Prof. T. Eswaramohan has earned notable 
recognition in his field, including the President’s 
Award for Scientific Publications in 2007 and National 
Research Council Merit Awards in 2014 and 2016. 
He participated in the International Training Course 
on “Universities and Technology-Based Economic 
Development” at the U.S. Department of Law 
Development Programme in Washington, DC in 
June 2019, and completed a short course on “United 
States Intellectual Property Law and Policy” at the 
Global Intellectual Property Academy in Virginia 
in 2019. In 2016, he received the Academic and 
Research Excellence Award of Fellowship at the 
School of Marine Biomedical Sciences, Jeju National 
University, Republic of Korea. Prof. Eswaramohan 
also served on the judging panel for the Sri Lanka 
Inventors Commission in 2021 and was a member 
of the Working Group on “National Innovation 
Ecosystem Development” with the Technology 
Development and Innovation Arm of NSF in 2022. 
He has participated in the Biennial Joint Meetings 
and Assisted Reproductive Technology Trainings 
(ART) of the UK Fertility Societies at the University 
of York (2007) and the University of Warwick (2005). 
Additionally, he was a member of the Ethical Review 
Committee of the Faculty of Medicine from 2014 to 
2018. 

Mr.W.V. Luckshman served as acting head in 
2004 and played leading role in organising science 
exhibition held in 2004.

Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban has been recognised 
with the National Research Council Merit Award 
and has actively contributed to the Amphibian, 
Marine Snake, and Crocodile Specialist Group of 
Sri Lanka since 2012. She served as Co-editor of the 

Proceedings of JUICE 2014 Issue and played a key 
role as Coordinator and Faculty Representative for 
the soft skills component of the UDG Programme 
from 2014 to 2015. Additionally, Dr. Sivaruban was 
Treasurer (2014-2015) and Chairperson of Section A 
(2017–2018) of the Jaffna Science Association. She 
coordinated workshops on Student-Centered Teaching 
for both staff and students as part of Activity 2 of the 
QIG of the HETC Project in 2014. As a vital member of 
the SER, IR, and PR writing committee (2018–2024), 
she has also organized a national workshop on “Hands-
on Training on Herpetology - Amphibia” in 2017.

Mrs.  P.  Sivakumar has made significant 
contributions to her field through various prestigious 
roles and accolades. She was awarded the UNU 
– INWEH sponsored International Fellowship in 
2012 and participated in the WASO-funded Summer 
Internship in Norway for the digital WASO Summer 
course in 2020. Mrs. Sivakumar serves as the Editor 
of the Proceedings of JSA and holds positions as 
Associate Editor, Proof reader, and Translator for the 
Warana Journal, Sri Lanka’s first bilingual (Sinhala 
and Tamil) magazine on nature, since 2021. She is 
a member of the Ethical Review Committee of the 
Faculty of Medicine since 2020 and is a life member 
of the Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement 
of Science, the Institute of Biology, and SLAFAR. 
Additionally, she acts as the district representative for 
the Wildlife and Nature Protection Society (WNPS).

Dr. (Mrs.) T. W. Shanthakumar has achieved 
notable recognition through various fellowships 
and roles in academic and scientific communities. 
She received the AMETEC & Korean Institute of 
Ocean Science and Technology (KIOST) sponsored 
fellowship in 2012 and was awarded the Brain Korea 
21 Plus scholarship. Dr. Shanthakumar has served as 
Secretary, Editor, and Chairperson of Section A of 
the Jaffna Science Association (JSA) and has been 
an Associate Editor of the JSA Journal. Additionally, 
she is a member of the editorial board of Vingnanam 
– Journal of Science.

Dr. (Mrs.) G. Parththuran has made significant 
contributions in various areas of her field. She was 
honored with the Best Presentation Award for her oral 
presentation at the First International Conference on 
Biodiversity and Environmental Management (BEM, 
2019) at the University of Sri Jayewardenapura. Dr. 
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Parththuran also served as a resource person for the 
workshop on Hands-on Training on Herpetology – 
Amphibia in 2016 and was an Associate Editor of 
the Warana Journal, the first bilingual (Sinhala and 
Tamil) magazine on nature by the Wildlife and Nature 
Protection Society from 2017 to 2020. Additionally, 
she contributed to the development of the syllabi for 
the Second National Language in 2014 and served 
as a visiting researcher in the eco-acoustics research 
group at the Queensland University of Technology, 
Brisbane, Australia, recording bird sounds for two 
weeks in 2017.

Mrs. K. Senthooran has achieved notable 
recognition for her contributions to scientific research 
and academic service. She was awarded the President’s 
Award for Scientific Publications in 2018 and received 
an NSF award the same year, along with a Certificate 
of Commendation for her MPhil research project. 
Additionally, Mrs. Senthooran served as Editor for 
the Department of Zoology Newsletter in 2019 and 
is currently the Secretary of the Jaffna Entomological 
Society (JES), a role she has held since 2023.

Mr. S. Arthiyan has been recognised for his 
significant contributions to scientific research and 
academic service. He was honored with the President’s 
Award for Scientific Publications in 2018 and served 
as the Editor of the Department of Zoology Newsletter 
in the same year.

Centre for Research in Entomology

In 2020, marking a significant milestone in its 50-
year history, the university established its first research 
centre, the Centre for Research in Entomology, within 
the Department. This centre was created to consolidate 
and coordinate entomological research and outreach 
activities, serving as a focal point for advancements in 
the field of entomology. The Centre is currently hosting 
two PhD students who are investigating the cellular 
and molecular mechanisms underlying the adaptation 
of major dengue vectors, particularly Aedes aegypti. 
This research, led by Prof. S.N. Surendran, aims to 
deepen understanding of how these mosquitoes adapt 
to salt environments, which is crucial for developing 
more effective vector control strategies. The research is 
supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation, 
highlighting the global recognition and importance of 
the work being conducted. Additionally, the Centre is 

collaborating with the University of Bern, leveraging 
their expertise and resources to advance research 
goals. The establishment of the Centre for Research 
in Entomology represents a significant advancement 
in the university’s commitment to entomological 
research and its impact on public health.

Zoological Students’ Association

The Zoological Students’ Association (ZSA), 
established by the Department of Zoology, aims 
to provide students with valuable extracurricular 
opportunities and enhance their leadership skills. The 
association was first organized in 2013, with senior 
academics from the department serving as Senior 
Treasurers and the Head of the Department acting as 
the patron, guiding students towards their mission. 
The ZSA is registered under the National Science 
Foundation of Sri Lanka (NSF/USS/JFN/043).

Over the years, notable academics such as Prof. 
S.N. Surendran, Prof. T. Eswaramohan, Dr. (Mrs.) 
A. Sivaruban, and Dr. (Mrs.) T.W. Shanthakumar 
have served as Senior Treasurers. The association 
has had a range of dedicated Presidents, including 
Ms. S. Kokila, Ms. S. Vaisnavi, Mr. S. Arthiyan, 
Mr. RPGN Rathnaweera, Mr. M.J. Priyanth, Ms. G. 
Subothini, Mr. A.K.P. Amerasinghe, Mr. R. Nirujan, 
Ms. L. Luxshana, and Ms. M.H. Sonali. Currently, 
Ms. K. Vasuki serves as the President, with Ms. N. 
Ratnasabapathy fulfilling the role of Senior Treasurer.

Some key activities of the Zoological Students’ 
Association (ZSA) include erecting a stone plaque at 
the department entrance and hosting a felicitation for 
retired academics in 2015, a tree-planting campaign 
in collaboration with the University of Colombo 
in 2017, and organizing a blood donation camp 
in 2018. They also conducted a life-saving first 
aid workshop in collaboration with the Red Cross 
Society in 2018 and hosted a webinar on “Molecular 
Diagnosis of COVID-19: A Sri Lankan Perspective” 
in 2021. The ZSA participated in the Agriculture 
Exhibition conducted by the Northern Provincial 
Department of Agriculture in 2017, 2018, and 2019, 
and organized a workshop titled “Empowering 
Youth for Conservation” in April 2022. Additionally, 
they won a competitive grant from the UNDP 
(SGP/OP6/STAR/BD/2018/04) and successfully 
completed a project on a model for livelihood 
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Parththuran also served as a resource person for the 
workshop on Hands-on Training on Herpetology – 
Amphibia in 2016 and was an Associate Editor of 
the Warana Journal, the first bilingual (Sinhala and 
Tamil) magazine on nature by the Wildlife and Nature 
Protection Society from 2017 to 2020. Additionally, 
she contributed to the development of the syllabi for 
the Second National Language in 2014 and served 
as a visiting researcher in the eco-acoustics research 
group at the Queensland University of Technology, 
Brisbane, Australia, recording bird sounds for two 
weeks in 2017.

Mrs. K. Senthooran has achieved notable 
recognition for her contributions to scientific research 
and academic service. She was awarded the President’s 
Award for Scientific Publications in 2018 and received 
an NSF award the same year, along with a Certificate 
of Commendation for her MPhil research project. 
Additionally, Mrs. Senthooran served as Editor for 
the Department of Zoology Newsletter in 2019 and 
is currently the Secretary of the Jaffna Entomological 
Society (JES), a role she has held since 2023.

Mr. S. Arthiyan has been recognised for his 
significant contributions to scientific research and 
academic service. He was honored with the President’s 
Award for Scientific Publications in 2018 and served 
as the Editor of the Department of Zoology Newsletter 
in the same year.

Centre for Research in Entomology

In 2020, marking a significant milestone in its 50-
year history, the university established its first research 
centre, the Centre for Research in Entomology, within 
the Department. This centre was created to consolidate 
and coordinate entomological research and outreach 
activities, serving as a focal point for advancements in 
the field of entomology. The Centre is currently hosting 
two PhD students who are investigating the cellular 
and molecular mechanisms underlying the adaptation 
of major dengue vectors, particularly Aedes aegypti. 
This research, led by Prof. S.N. Surendran, aims to 
deepen understanding of how these mosquitoes adapt 
to salt environments, which is crucial for developing 
more effective vector control strategies. The research is 
supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation, 
highlighting the global recognition and importance of 
the work being conducted. Additionally, the Centre is 

collaborating with the University of Bern, leveraging 
their expertise and resources to advance research 
goals. The establishment of the Centre for Research 
in Entomology represents a significant advancement 
in the university’s commitment to entomological 
research and its impact on public health.

Zoological Students’ Association

The Zoological Students’ Association (ZSA), 
established by the Department of Zoology, aims 
to provide students with valuable extracurricular 
opportunities and enhance their leadership skills. The 
association was first organized in 2013, with senior 
academics from the department serving as Senior 
Treasurers and the Head of the Department acting as 
the patron, guiding students towards their mission. 
The ZSA is registered under the National Science 
Foundation of Sri Lanka (NSF/USS/JFN/043).

Over the years, notable academics such as Prof. 
S.N. Surendran, Prof. T. Eswaramohan, Dr. (Mrs.) 
A. Sivaruban, and Dr. (Mrs.) T.W. Shanthakumar 
have served as Senior Treasurers. The association 
has had a range of dedicated Presidents, including 
Ms. S. Kokila, Ms. S. Vaisnavi, Mr. S. Arthiyan, 
Mr. RPGN Rathnaweera, Mr. M.J. Priyanth, Ms. G. 
Subothini, Mr. A.K.P. Amerasinghe, Mr. R. Nirujan, 
Ms. L. Luxshana, and Ms. M.H. Sonali. Currently, 
Ms. K. Vasuki serves as the President, with Ms. N. 
Ratnasabapathy fulfilling the role of Senior Treasurer.

Some key activities of the Zoological Students’ 
Association (ZSA) include erecting a stone plaque at 
the department entrance and hosting a felicitation for 
retired academics in 2015, a tree-planting campaign 
in collaboration with the University of Colombo 
in 2017, and organizing a blood donation camp 
in 2018. They also conducted a life-saving first 
aid workshop in collaboration with the Red Cross 
Society in 2018 and hosted a webinar on “Molecular 
Diagnosis of COVID-19: A Sri Lankan Perspective” 
in 2021. The ZSA participated in the Agriculture 
Exhibition conducted by the Northern Provincial 
Department of Agriculture in 2017, 2018, and 2019, 
and organized a workshop titled “Empowering 
Youth for Conservation” in April 2022. Additionally, 
they won a competitive grant from the UNDP 
(SGP/OP6/STAR/BD/2018/04) and successfully 
completed a project on a model for livelihood 
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development through landscaping and conservation 
in Kavutharimunai, Pooneryn, coordinated by Mr. S. 
Arthiyan, with funding of $35,000.00 from UNDP 
and Rs. 2 Million (SLR) from MAS Intimates. The 
ZSA also organized the 3-Minute Research Challenge 
among undergraduates.

Jaffna Entomological Society (JES)

Founded in 2023 by entomology specialists from 
the Department of Zoology, the Jaffna Entomological 
Society (JES) is dedicated to advancing entomological 
knowledge and fostering collaboration among diverse 
stakeholders. The society is led by Prof. (Mrs.) R. 
Gnaneswaran as President, Ms. K. Senthooran as 
Secretary, and Prof. T. Eswaramohan as Treasurer, 
with Prof. S.N. Surendran and Ms. N. Ratnasabapathy 
serving as President-elect and Editor, respectively. 
JES aims to extend its expertise beyond the academic 
sphere, engaging with individuals and organizations 
interested in entomology, particularly in areas such 
as beekeeping, pest management, vector control, and 
the development of pollinator gardens. Key activities 
and objectives include promoting entomological 
knowledge through outreach activities such as 
workshops, seminars, and public events, focusing on 
beekeeping practices, pest management strategies, 
vector control techniques, and establishing pollinator-
friendly environments. JES is also committed to 
enhancing science education among school children 
by providing training and fostering an interest in 
entomology and environmental science. The society 
collaborates closely with other organizations and 
institutions, including the Centre for Research in 
Entomology (CRE) at the University of Jaffna, to 
facilitate training for government agricultural officers 
and raise awareness about nature conservation and 
pollinator gardens among schoolchildren. JES is 
officially registered as an environmental organization 
under the Government Central Environmental 
Authority (Registration No. 6/6/17/10/04). Current 
activities include a training workshop on the 
identification and management of whiteflies on 
coconut for agriculture field officers and laboratory 
sessions on animal diversity, evolution, and molecular 
biology for school students. Through its initiatives and 
collaborations, JES plays a crucial role in advancing 
entomological research, promoting environmental 

stewardship, and educating the public on the vital 
contributions of insects to ecosystems and agriculture.

Administration and Leadership

The Department of Zoology’s administration has 
evolved strategically to support its academic and 
research missions, ensuring its growth and adaptability 
in a dynamic academic environment. Key milestones 
in the department’s administrative history include the 
relocation to the newly constructed Biology Block 
in Thirunelvely in 1978, which marked a significant 
expansion of its facilities. This move facilitated 
enhanced research capabilities and provided a 
modernized space for academic activities.

Leadership from distinguished figures such as 
Prof. V. K. Ganesalingam, Mrs. N. Selvarajah, Prof. 
Fr. G. F. Rajendram, Dr. K. Chitravadivelu, and Dr. 
(Mrs.) P. Krishnarajah was instrumental in guiding the 
department through periods of transition and growth. 
Their steady guidance ensured the department’s 
successful adaptation to changing academic demands 
and the maintenance of high standards in both 
education and research. Following the retirement of 
these first-generation pioneers, the mantle of headship 
has been periodically passed to senior academics, 
allowing for the smooth continuation of departmental 
administration.

Prof. V. K. Ganesalingam played a pivotal role 
in the history of the Department. In 1982, he was 
appointed as a member of the Academic Council 
of the Institute of Fundamental Studies, marking 
the beginning of his influential contributions to the 
academic community. His leadership extended further 
when he served as the Dean of the Faculty of Science in 
two separate terms: from 1988 to 1991 and again from 
1996 to 1999. During his tenure, Prof. Ganesalingam 
was instrumental in shaping the direction and 
growth of the Faculty. In addition to his academic 
commitments, Prof. Ganesalingam demonstrated an 
unwavering dedication to community service. He 
served as the President of the Sri Lanka Red Cross 
during the early 1990s, a period marked by significant 
civil unrest. His leadership in this role was crucial in 
providing support and aid to affected communities, 
showcasing his commitment to humanitarian efforts.

Prof. T. Eswaramohan has also made significant 
administrative contributions, serving as the Director 
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of the University Business Linkage from 2018 to 2024. 
His leadership in fostering collaborations between the 
university and industry has been crucial in bridging 
the gap between academic research and practical 
applications.

Since 2011, Prof. S. N. Surendran and Prof. T. 
Eswaramohan have served as President and Secretary 
of the Animal Ethics Committee, respectively. 
Their ongoing roles in this committee reflect their 
commitment to ethical standards in research involving 
animals, ensuring that the department’s research 
activities adhere to the highest ethical principles.

These leaders have not only contributed to the 
department’s growth and administrative stability 
but have also played vital roles in broader university 
governance, shaping the institution’s direction and 
ensuring its resilience in the face of challenges.

Serving the Community through Outreach 
Activities

The Department is at the forefront of engaging in 
community-based outreach activities and conducting 
awareness programs related to biodiversity and 
ecosystem conservation. These initiatives are designed 
for both school children and the general public, 
reflecting our commitment to fostering environmental 
stewardship.

The Department’s outreach activities also actively 
involve Zoology students through the Zoology Student 
Association (ZSA). This engagement provides 
students with valuable hands-on experience and a 
deeper understanding of the impact of their work on 
local communities. By participating in these outreach 
programs, students contribute to the Department’s 
mission of educating and inspiring future generations 
about the importance of biodiversity and ecosystem 
conservation.

Prof. S.N. Surendran has made significant 
contributions to the field of entomology through the 
organization of two national workshops on Gene 
Manipulation of Mosquitoes in 2011 and 2013. 
Additionally, he has conducted periodic training 
programs for public health inspectors and members of 
the entomology team of the Anti-Malaria Campaign, 
further advancing public health initiatives and 
entomological research.

Prof. (Mrs.) G. Gnaneswaran has actively 
contributed to various environmental and educational 
initiatives. She has led the “Sustainable Organic 
Home Gardening with the Mitigation of Climate 
Change (Drought)” project in Maravanpulo, Jaffna. 
She has served as a resource person for numerous 
capacity-building and training programs, including 
workshops on environmental issues, regulations, 
and protection. Notable contributions include 
facilitating discussions on environmental management 
with administrative officers, delivering training on 
environmental regulations to women, and conducting 
workshops on mangrove conservation and pollinator 
identification. She has also contributed to the National 
Youth Dialogue on climate and green development, 
and participated in training programs on vector 
identification, environmental impact assessments, and 
biodiversity conservation. Her involvement extends to 
public awareness campaigns and scientific workshops 
aimed at enhancing environmental understanding and 
management.

Prof. K. Gajapathy has been extensively involved 
in environmental assessment and community-based 
programmes. He coordinated the environmental 
assessment and reporting for the renovation of the 
Nagarkovil-Eluthumatuwal bridge and the clearing 
of public land in Chundikulam National Park. He has 
conducted various workshops on science, climate 
change, and leadership for students and teachers 
and has facilitated youth capacity-building and 
skill development programs. He was a research 
team member for the Chundikulam National Park 
biodiversity survey, coordinated ecological surveys 
for Akkarayan and Kanagarayan rivers, and led the 
environmental impact analysis for the proposed 
water supply scheme based on Thondamarau Lagoon. 
Additionally, he wrote proposals and coordinated the 
Integrated Development Plan for the North Province 
and served on the Steering Committee for the Horse 
Conservation Plan in Delft Island.

Prof. T. Eswaramohan has made significant 
contributions to environmental and educational 
initiatives. He served as the Principal Investigator 
for the Mangrove for Future project, conducting 
baseline analysis for development opportunities 
at Thondamanaru Lagoon through an IUCN grant 
(2014-2015). He coordinated World Environment 
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Day celebrations and a plantation campaign involving 
23 schools in Jaffna District in June 2013, funded 
by SEWALANKA and the Forest Department. In 
October 2013, he organized a plantation campaign 
and beach cleanup at Point Pedro, also partially 
funded by the Forest Department. Prof. Eswaramohan 
delivered a theme lecture on “Ecosystem Diversity in 
Northern Province, Sri Lanka” for an ecological and 
biodiversity field study in August 2013. He served as 
Chairperson of the Jaffna Science Association-Section 
A Pure Science in 2013 and contributed as a resource 
person in seminars for G.C.E. (A/L) science teachers.

Ms. R. Nithiyagowry has actively contributed to 
educational and research initiatives in Sri Lanka. She 
participated in the workshop on “Developing National 
Guidelines for the Protection of Animal Participants 
in Research” on September 11, 2008, conducted by 
the FERCSL and convened by the ERC at the Faculty 
of Medicine, University of Colombo. She served as a 
resource person, discussing the G.C.E. (A/L) Biology 
New Syllabus at the NSF, Maharagama in 2011 and 
2016. Additionally, she has been involved in training 
programs for G.C.E. (A/L) Biology teachers organised 
by the National Institute of Education in Maharagama 
in 2009, 2010, and 2018. Ms. Nithiyagowry contributed 
to the quality development of textbooks organised 
by the Educational Publications Department at the 
Institute of Construction and Development Centre in 
Bataramulla from February 8-11, 2011. Since 2006, 
she has served as a chief and control marking examiner, 
and from 2021, as a co-controlling examiner for the 
G.C.E. (A/L) Biology examinations conducted by the 
Department of Exams and Evaluation, Bataramulla.

Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban has significantly 
contributed to education and environmental awareness 
through various roles. She served as a resource 
person for G.C.E. (A/L) practical training for Biology 
teachers in 2012 and conducted a workshop on 
incorporating soft skills into the curriculum for the 
Faculty of Science staff in 2013. In 2014, she led an 
awareness programme for school children across nine 
schools in Jaffna on “National Environment in Sri 
Lanka” and “Biodiversity of Sri Lanka.” Dr. Sivaruban 
was a key resource person for a workshop on “Shellfish 
and Finfish Status of Jaffna Lagoon” in 2015, 
supported by the Mangrove for Future (MFF/127) 
grant of IUCN. She contributed to the quality 

development of Grade 11 textbooks on Aquaculture 
from April 6-8, 2016, and provided hands-on training 
on Herpetology – amphibians to undergraduates, 
laboratory staff, and school students on December 
14, 2017. Additionally, she participated in the Sri 
Lankan Reptiles Red List Assessment in Wattegama, 
Kandy, in 2019 and documented the De-Gazetted 
area within the Nagarkovil Nature Reserve the same 
year. Dr. Sivaruban also led awareness programs for 
bird identification in collaboration with the Centre for 
Children’s Happiness (CCH) from 2018 to 2020 and 
participated in a three-day scientific mapping exercise 
on medicinal plants, flora, fauna, and ecotourism in 
Delft Island, Jaffna District, in 2023.

Ms. P. Sivakumar has made notable contributions 
to environmental research and education. She served 
as the Co-Investigator for the Mangrove for Future 
project research grant through IUCN (Grant Ref 
No MFF/138) from 2014 to 2015, focusing on a 
“Baseline Analysis of Development Opportunities for 
Thondamanaru Lagoon, NP, Sri Lanka”.  Additionally, 
Mrs. Sivakumar conducted a workshop on the 
scientific background of Thondamanaru Lagoon in 
2015 and contributed to the EIA report for a proposed 
water supply project based on the Thondamanaru 
Lagoon in 2019. She has also served as the Editor 
and Chairperson of the Jaffna Science Association-
Section A Pure Science from 2021 to 2023 and as the 
Chief Editor of the Jaffna Science Association in 2022. 
Furthermore, she has acted as a resource person for 
Science and Biology teachers in 2012, 2014, and 2016.

Dr. (Mrs.) T. W. Shanthakumar has been actively 
involved in various environmental and educational 
initiatives. In November 2023, she served as a resource 
person for an interactive workshop on ‘Environmental 
Issues, Conservation, and Management Projects,’ 
organised by Caritas-HUDEC Jaffna. She has also 
contributed to vermicomposting workshops for 
farmers at Vaddukoddai East, organised by the Silent 
Spring group under the GGP project of the University 
of Jaffna. Additionally, Dr. Shanthakumar is involved 
with the British Council Sri Lanka as a resource 
person and facilitator for the Life Skills Development 
Programme and the Active Citizens Programme, 
benefiting students from the Faculty of Science 
and the University. She has conducted awareness 
workshops for school teachers on ‘Identification 
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and Control of Invasive Alien Species’ from 2018 to 
2020, and participated in a seminar and field session 
on wetlands organized by the Divisional Secretariat 
for Island South Velanai and Thenmaradchi in 2017. 
Dr. Shanthakumar has also coordinated workshops on 
‘Empowering Youth for Conservation’ at the Faculty 
of Science, University of Jaffna, and on ‘Preparation 
Session for A/L Science Stream Students’ across 
several districts, including Mullaitivu, Kilinochchi, 
Mannar, Jaffna, and Batticaloa, in 2022.

Dr. (Mrs.) G. Parththuran has actively contributed 
to the field of ornithology through various educational 
and outreach activities. In 2021, she served as a 
resource person for a webinar on “Birds of Sri Lanka” 
organised by the Jaffna Science Association, and 
also participated in a Tamil language webinar on 
“Ilangai Paravaigal (Birds of Sri Lanka)” organised 
by the Indian Ornithological Society, Crow Nest. She 
delivered talks on “Importance of Avitourism in the 
Northern Avifaunal Zone of Sri Lanka” to students at 
Jaffna Hindu College in 2020, and on “Migratory Birds 
of Sri Lanka” to students in the Northern Province in 
2018, both organised by the Ministry of Irrigation, 
Sri Lanka. Dr. Parththuran also presented a talk on 
“Animal Calls - Used as a Tool in Survey” during the 
Hands-on Training on Herpetology workshop at the 
Department of Zoology, University of Jaffna in 2018. 
Additionally, she contributed to a three-day workshop 
and field visit for Migratory Bird Day Programme 
in 2016 and 2015, discussing the “Importance of 
Thondaimanaru Lagoon on Conservation of Birds” 
to school students across the Northern Province, 
organized by the Ministry of Agriculture, Sri Lanka.

Mrs. K. Senthooran has actively contributed to 
various training and educational initiatives. She served 
as a resource person for the “Vector Identification 
and Incrimination” training program held at the 
Department of Zoology, University of Jaffna, in 2016. 
Additionally, she participated as a resource personnel 
in a Biology seminar for GCE Advanced Level 
students at Jaffna Hindu Ladies’ College in 2018. 
Mrs. Senthooran also contributed to the Provincial 
Agriculture Exhibition, organized by the Department 
of Agriculture, Northern Province, in both 2017 and 
2019.

Mr. S. Arthiyan has made significant contributions 
in various roles. He provided laboratory teaching 
assistance during a training program for public 
health inspectors on medical entomology and pest 
management in 2016. He also served as a resource 
person for the Provincial Agriculture Exhibition 
in 2017 and 2019, organized by the Department 
of Agriculture, Northern Province. Additionally, 
Mr. Arthiyan rendered teaching assistance on 
Environmental Health and Environmental Law for 
Public Health Instructors in 2022 and 2023. He was 
a member of the environmental assessment team for 
the renovation of the Nagarkovil-Eluthumatuwal 
bridge and clearing public land in Chundikulam 
National Park in Kilinochchi, and participated in the 
biodiversity survey of Chundikulam National Park in 
2021. He also contributed to the Environmental Impact 
Analysis for the proposed water supply scheme based 
on Thondamarau Lagoon in 2019. His involvement 
includes serving as a resource person for the “Let’s 
Learn Our Pollinators” workshop in August 2016 and 
for a Certificate Course on Nature and Environmental 
Study with the Centre for Children’s Happiness in 
July 2015. Furthermore, he led the International 
Coastal Cleanup Programme in Jaffna District in 2015, 
organized by the Marine Environment Protection 
Authority (MEPA) and the District Secretariat Jaffna.

Challenges

The department has faced several challenges over 
the years, including limited funding for research, 
the need for updated laboratory equipment, and 
the recruitment and retention of talented faculty. 
Additionally, adapting to rapid changes in technology 
and the evolving needs of the job market has required 
continuous effort and innovation.

Future Directions

The Department of Zoology is well-positioned 
for continued growth and advancement, with a clear 
vision and strategic initiatives aimed at furthering its 
mission and achieving its goals. Key areas of focus 
include:

•	 Expanding Research Capabilities:  The 
department is committed to securing additional 
funding to support its research endeavors. This 
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the years, including limited funding for research, 
the need for updated laboratory equipment, and 
the recruitment and retention of talented faculty. 
Additionally, adapting to rapid changes in technology 
and the evolving needs of the job market has required 
continuous effort and innovation.

Future Directions

The Department of Zoology is well-positioned 
for continued growth and advancement, with a clear 
vision and strategic initiatives aimed at furthering its 
mission and achieving its goals. Key areas of focus 
include:

•	 Expanding Research Capabilities:  The 
department is committed to securing additional 
funding to support its research endeavors. This 
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includes updating and modernizing laboratory 
facilities to accommodate cutting-edge research 
and foster innovation across various zoological 
disciplines. 

•	 Enhancing Teaching and Learning: Innovation 
in teaching methods and curriculum design 
remains a priority. The department is focused on 
developing dynamic, student-centered learning 
environments that better prepare graduates for the 
challenges of the future. By integrating the latest 
educational technologies and methodologies, the 
department seeks to equip students with the skills 
and knowledge necessary to excel in their careers 
and contribute meaningfully to society.

•	 Strengthening Partnerships: Building stronger 
collaborations with other academic institutions, 
industry, and community organisations is essential 
to expanding research opportunities and enhancing 
public engagement. The department plans to 
forge new partnerships and strengthen existing 
ones, creating a robust network of collaborators 

that will facilitate interdisciplinary research and 
community-based projects.

•	 Supporting Faculty and Students: The 
department recognises the importance of investing 
in its faculty and students. Efforts will be made 
to provide more professional development 
opportunities for faculty, enabling them to stay 
at the forefront of their fields. Additionally, 
increasing support for student research and career 
development is a priority, with initiatives aimed 
at fostering a research-intensive environment 
and providing students with the resources and 
mentorship they need to succeed.

By focusing on these strategic areas, the Department 
of Zoology is poised to continue its tradition of 
excellence, making even greater contributions 
to science and society in the coming years. The 
department’s forward-looking approach ensures that 
it remains a leader in zoological research, education, 
and community engagement, driving progress and 
innovation in the field.

Foundation and Establishment of the Department

Western Wings, which house the Department of Zoology, are located within the Natural Science Block I & II
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Glimpses of Activities at the Centre for Research in Entomology

Opening of the Centre in 2020 and Participants of the National Workshop of Gene Manipulation in Mosquitoes

Guest Lecture and a training programme in medical entomology

Glimpses of Activities of the Zoological Students’ Association

Coastal clean-up campaign and Biodiversity and Environment Education for School Students
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Field excursion and biodiversity study at Sinharajah rain forest 2016  and Celebrating the wetland day in mangrove 
cover of Kavutharimunai, Pooneryn -2019

Erecting a stone plaque at the department entrance 2016 and Organized Blood donation camp 2018

Won a competitive grant from the UNDP (SGP/OP6/STAR/BD/2018/04) in 2018 and successfully completing 
the project on “ Model for Livelihood development through landscaping and conservation in Kavutharimunai, 
Pooneryn in 2020
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Celebrating “World Elephant Day- 2024

Glimpses of outreach activities of the Department and Jaffna Entomological Society

Engage with the community and offer training programmes
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Laboratory sessions on “Animal diversity and Evolution’’ and ‘‘Molecular Biology’’  for school students  on  
09th August 2024

Glimpses of outreach activities of Mangrove for Future project research grant through IUCN (Grant Ref 
No MFF/138)

 

Baseline Analysis of Development Opportunities for Thondamanaru Lagoon, NP, Sri Lanka. -a workshop on the 
scientific background of Thondamanaru Lagoon in 2015
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Heads of the Department of Zoology (1975 - present)

Late.  Prof.  K.  Ganeshalingam 
August 1975 - 

September 1986

Prof.  (Mrs).  N.  Selvarajah
October 1986 -

July 1990

November 1996 -
March 1997 

Prof.  K.  Chithiravadivelu
July1990 - 

March 1991

Late Dr.  Mrs.  P.  Krishnaraja 
June 1997 - 

October 2001

Dr.  K.  Parameswaran
December 2001 - 

August 2003
 

Mrs.  J.  Nanthakumar
August 2003 - 

May 2005

Prof.  Mrs.  S.  Kuganathan
June 2005 - 
June 2008 

Miss  N.  Ratnasabapathy
July 2008 - 

December 2011

Prof.  Mrs.  R.  Gnaneswaran 
January 2012  - 
December 2017

Prof.  T.  Eswaramohan
January 2018  - 

March 2021

Dr.  (Mrs.) A.  Sivaruban 
April 2021 - 
April 2024

Mrs. P.  Sivakumar
May 2024 to date

Academic staff and their e-mail addresses
https://www.sci.jfn.ac.lk/index.php/academic-staff/
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Support Staff

Mr. K. Sribandakaran
Staff  Technical Officer                                            

Mr. P. Pathmaruban
Management Assistant

Mr. K. Lingkesh
Laboratory Attendant

Mrs. P. Niranjan
Staff  Technical Officer

Mr. K. Kajalaksan
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. M. Rajkumar
Works Aide

Mr. R. Partheepan 
Technical Officer

Mr. K. Rathangan 
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. S. Suthakaran                                           
Works Aide

Mr. S. Nishanthan
Technical Officer

Mr. S. Narthanan
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. R. Sivakaran
Works Aide
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The culture of Technology transfer was introduced to 
the University of Jaffna through the UGC Commission 
Circular 10/2016 : Strengthening of University 
Business Linkage (UBL) in State Universities. Thus 
the technology transfer office of University of Jaffna 
was established under the name of University Business 
Linkage (UBL-Jaffna) in 2018 with the support of 
World Bank funded AHEAD operations.

Prof. T. Eswaramohan was appointed as the  
Director of UBL-Jaffna with the support of all the 
deans and faculties to foster innovation, creation 
and commercialisation of Intellectual Property, and 
industrial partnership with the intention of elevating 
the research culture of the University to the Global 
Standard. All the faculties welcomed and worked 
for the success of UBL and the culture transition of 
technology transfer. 

During the initial stage of operation, UBL-Jaffna 
was able to achieve key milestones in the University’s 
history.

1. First Product Licensing by the University of Jaffna 
in 2021

2. First Patent owned by the University of Jaffna 
in 2022

3. First Product Launched by the University of Jaffna 
in 2022

4. First International Patent, PCT owned by the 
University of Jaffna in 2022

5. First Sponsored Research received byUniversity 
of Jaffna in 2022

6. First US Copyright  Owned by  University of 
Jaffna in 2023

7. First Software Product Developed and Launched 
by the University of Jaffna in 2023 

It is notable that the first patent owned by the 
University of Jaffna was from the Faculty of Science 
which was developed by Mr. K. Harichandra, a 
technical officer from the Department of Fisheries, 
Faculty of Science. The second patent of the Faculty 
which was the fourth patent of the university 
was developed by Prof. S.N. Surendran from the 
Department of Zoology, Faculty of Science. So far 
UBL-Jaffna has filed 19 National patent applications 
out of which 4 has been granted. 

UBL-Jaffna has facilitated 4 industrial licensing 
agreements which took the inventions from the lab to 
industrial application. The first licensing agreement 
of the Faculty of Science was for the invention by 
Dr. K. Thabotharan and Mr. Ramanaruban for an 
“Agriculture Product Management System”. This 
was also the first software product developed and 
Launched by the University of Jaffna. This software 
product was licensed to a regional entrepreneur from 
Kilinochchi to ease the gap between farmers and 
consumers. 

The historic licence of the first product developed 
and launched at University of Jaffna goes to Mullai Milk 
Processing Industry (Mullai MPI) from Udayarkattu, 
Mullaitheevu, Sri Lanka. Mr. S.Thavaseelan is the 
Chairman of Mullai MPI. He is also a proud alumnus 
of Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna.

UBL-Jaffna has funded 26 innovative research 
projects with commercial potential out of which 8 were 
for projects from the Faculty of Science. They have 
been elevated from TRL 3 (Technology Readiness 
Level) to TRL 6 and negotiation is in progress with 
industrial partners for technology transfer.

Technology Transfer activities and achievements of Faculty of Science, 

University of Jaffna

Project Title Inventor Name Departments from Faculty of Science
Smart Faucet Mr. K. Harichandra Fisheries

Gravid Female Adult Mosquitoe Trap Prof. S. N. Surendran Zoology

Black Soldier Fly (BSF) Rearing Setup Prof. S. N. Surendran Zoology
Enhancing the skin colouration of ornamental 
fishes using palmyrah fruit Mrs. S. Sutharshiny Fisheries
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Agriculture Product Management System Dr. K. Thabotharan Computer Science

Tamil Conversational engine to provide cus-
tomer support Dr. K. Sarveswaran Computer Science

Commercialising Software Solutions Mr. S. Suthakar Computer Science

Paddy leaf disease detection Prof. A. Ramanan Computer Science

Molecular based analysis for disease detec-
tion on Curry leaf trees for Global Exporta-
tion

Prof. K. Gajapathy Zoology

Under the funding of the Commercialising software 
solutions, the Department of Computer Source 
was provided with state-of-the-art server-related 
infrastructure for rapid software development, which 
has enabled the students and staff to develop and 
deploy software projects and mobile applications 

to the benefit of the general public and also for 
commercial use.

UBL-Jaffna financially supported four  workshops 
and six Industrial visits out of which a workshop and 
four industrial visits were for the Faculty of Science 
in the year of 2023. 

Industrial Visit

Event Coordinator Department Title Beneficiary 

Prof. P. Iyngaran Chemistry Exploring Real-Time Cleaner Produc-
tion Experiences

Final year Applied Chemistry 
Students 

Mrs. P. Sivakumar Zoology Hands on training for aquaculture hatch-
ery techniques

Final year Zoology special degree 
students 

Mrs. S. Sathyaruban Fisheries Socio-economic factors that influence 
entrepreneurship in fisheries societies

Final year Fisheries special degree 
students 

Mrs. G. Parthuran Zoology Eco-Tourism Development in the North-
ern Province 

Final year Zoology special degree 
students 

Workshop

Dr. (Mrs.) B. Mayurathan Computer Science Sri Lanka Student Workshop on  
Computer Science (SL-SWCS), 2023

National–level student-centered 
one-day workshop

UBL- Jaffna has also conducted awareness sessions 
on Intellectual Property and Technology transfer to the 
students of Department of Zoology and Department 
of Computer Science. 

UBL-Jaffna has opened up consultat ion 
opportunities for the staff of the university to transfer 
their intellectual knowledge to solve industrial and 
communication problems. On that aspect, UBL-
Jaffna has facilitated a consultation project from an 
international entity to Mrs. S. Sathyaruban (Head/
Department of Fisheries) which has direct impact in 
regional economic development (in Progress).

These activities were facilitated by an Alumni of 
Faculty of Science, Mr. S. Anurakavan (39th batch of 
FoS) who has been serving as the Manager of the UBL-
Jaffna since December 2021 and playing a crucial 
role in planning and implementing these milestone 
achievements. 

The service of the faculty coordinators from 
Science has progressively supported and facilitated the 
transition for the cultural shift of technology transfer 
within the science Faculty. They are;

● Dr. K. Sarveswaran (Dept. of Computer 
Science)

● Mr. K. Gunaalan (Dept. of Fisheries)

● Prof. K. Gajapathy (Dept. of Zoology)

● Dr. T. Pathmathas (Dept. of Physics)

● Dr. M.Thanihaichelvan (Dept. of Physics) - 
Present UBL Faculty Coordinator

The World Bank Funded RIC (Research and 
Innovation and Commercialization) mega innovation 
project titled “Development of Novel Electrolyte 
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and Electrode Materials for Secondary Sodium-ion 
and Magnesium-ion Batteries”, received by Prof. 
K.Vignarooban (Principal Investigator), Prof. K. 
Velauthamurthy and Prof. G. Sashikesh which will 
be further supported for intellectual protection by 
UBL-Jaffna.

The UBL-Jaffna is now being spearheaded by 
the leadership of Prof. K. Pakeerathan (Faculty of 
Agriculture) from 1st of June 2024. As the next 
stage UBL-Jaffna plans to stimulate staff and student 
spinoffs from the faculty, open up consultation and 
analytical services from the faculty and initiate an 
Enterprise club for students to learn and polish their 
entrepreneurship skills. 

Prof. T. Eswaramohan
Former Director/UBL-Jaffna

June 2018 to May 2024

•	 Licensing agreement signing of “Agriculture 
Product management System” - first Software 
product developed and launched at University 
of Jaffna and the first licensing agreement from 
Faculty of Science. 

•	 Mr. S. Thavaseelan is the Chairman of Mullai 
MPI. He is also a proud alumnus of Faculty of 
Science, University of Jaffna launched the Bael 
incoperated Yogurt invented by University of 
Jaffna.

•	 UBL-Jaffna visited J/Skandavarodaya College in Kandarodai, Chunnakam, Jaffna on the 26th May 2023 
and briefed on the opportunities /importance of innovation to the community and mankind with a core of  
“Have an Ambition and Goal in Life”.
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Computer Unit 
University of Jaffna

About Computer Unit

The Computer Unit was established in 1985 as a 
service unit under the supervision of the Dean of the 
Faculty of Science during the Deanship of Professor 
K. Kunaratnam with his effort. Mr. S. Kanaganathan 
was appointed as the first Head of the Computer 
Unit. Initially, it primarily served students studying 
computing as part of applied mathematics and offered 
facilities to staff interested in independently learning 
computer programming. Over time, the Unit expanded 
its services, including awareness courses for new 
entrants, training in computer usage such as word 
processing and database applications, and support for 
writing project reports, research papers, and theses. 
Eventually, the Computer Unit broadened its scope 
to serve the entire university community, providing a 
wide range of computing services to students and staff 
across various disciplines.

Expansion and Challenges

The Unit’s services were not limited to the 
university; they also extended to the broader society. 
Before the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) 
operation, the Computer Unit conducted certificate 
and diploma courses in computing, benefiting 
approximately 400 students over four years. However, 
these programmes were disrupted due to the IPKF 
operations, which caused significant losses and led to 
a temporary halt in the Unit’s services.

After the war, the Computer Unit gradually rebuilt 
its laboratory facilities and resumed its services to the 
university community. During this period, the Unit also 
conducted staff training programmes for accountants 
and administrative staff at the Jaffna Secretariat 
and Jaffna Teaching Hospital. Unfortunately, in 
October/November 1995, the escalation of the war 
led to another disruption, resulting in the loss of all 
equipment during a mass exodus.

Revival and Relocation

Initially, the Computer Unit operated on the ground 
floor of the Mathematics Block, providing computer 
laboratory facilities primarily to final-year students 
and staff. With the establishment of the Department of 
Computer Science, two rooms were allocated from the 

Department of Physics for the Computer Unit, while 
the Department of Computer Science also utilised 
space on the ground floor of the Mathematics Block.

In 2004, the Computer Unit adopted the slogan 
“Computer Literacy for All,” and since then, all 
students have been taught computer literacy as part of 
their curriculum. To support this initiative, Under the 
Deanship of Professor R. Kumaravadivel, by his effort, 
the Computer Unit moved to new locations. Staff 
rooms and computer server rooms were relocated to 
the first floor of the Vithyanathan Library block, where 
new laboratories were established with the consent of 
the Librarian and approval of the University Council. 
Additionally, two labs were set up in the new building 
next to the Department of Physics and Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics.

Campus Wide Network and Online Services

The University of Jaffna also secured funding from 
the Swedish International Development Cooperation 
Agency (SIDA) to lay out a fiber optic network across 
the campus. Thanks to Professor R. Kumaravadivel 
and Professor V. K. Samaranayake for their effort 
and cooperation in receiving the funds for this 
task. This project took about ten years to complete 
due to the unexpected resumption of war and other 
administrative and technical challenges. The project 
successfully established a campus-wide network, 
including the main campus, the Faculty of Medicine, 
Ramanathan Academy at Maruthanarmadam, and the 
Siddha Medicine Unit at Kaithady. 

The campus-wide networking project was overseen 
by a monitoring committee under the University of 
Colombo School of Computing (UCSC), chaired 
by the Director of UCSC. Initially, the project was 
coordinated by Professor R. Kumaravadivel, who was 
the then Dean of the Faculty of Science and Acting 
Vice-Chancellor. Following his tenure, Dr. E. Y. A. 
Charles took over as the Coordinator and completed 
the project.

Since 2009, Dr. E. Y. A. Charles has served as the 
administrator of the entire campus network, working 
alongside the network managers of the university. 
In addition to managing the campus network, Dr. 
Charles also administers key network services, 
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including the Moodle Learning Management System 
(LMS), email, and the university’s web services. The 
Computer Unit provides essential administrative and 
technical support to ensure the smooth operation of 
these services.

Courses conducted by Computer Unit

Under the initiative “Computer Literacy for 
All,” foundational courses in Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) were introduced 

for first-year students across various degree programs 
in different faculties starting in 2004. Mrs. R. Mahesan, 
in consultation with Dr. S. Mahesan, played a crucial 
role in establishing these courses. Her responsibilities 
included developing course materials, coordinating 
with faculties, preparing timetables, conducting 
examinations, and maintaining records. The following 
table details the courses that were launched as part of 
this initiative.

Degree Programme Faculty / Unit Course Code Year 
Started

Bachelor of Science Science COM105GA2 2004
Bachelor of Arts Arts ACLA 12012 2004
Bachelor of Business Administration Management Studies and 

Commerce
COM 2103,  
BAD 2105

2004

Bachelor of Fine Arts Arts ACLA 12012 2005
Diploma in Fisheries Science Science COM102DA2 2005
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery 
[MBBS] 

Medicine IT Co-Module 2006

BSc in Nursing 
BSc in Medical Laboratory Science 
BSc in Pharmacy

Medicine AHSBCL 1102 2007

Bachelor of Siddha Medicine and Surgery (BSMS)	 Siddha Medicine Unit Introduction to IT 2007
Bachelor of Laws Arts ALCOM 11022 2010

In 2020, the Faculty of Science introduced 
supplementary courses at Level 3G for the Bachelor 
of Science Degree programme. The Computer Unit 
designed and delivered the following three courses:

ITE301G2: Software Tools for Scientific 
Calculations

ITE302G2: Computational and Scientific 
Programming using Python

ITE303G2: Web Development Technologies

Additionally, the Computer Unit has been 
conducting IT courses for the first and second years 
of the Bachelor of Arts (External) degree programme, 
offered by the Centre for Open and Distance Learning 
(CODL), since 2018. Following the restructuring 
of the External degree program to align with UGC 
guidelines, which mandated a 9-credit (10% weighted) 
IT component, the Computer Unit designed and began 
offering three IT courses for each year of the degree 
starting in 2023. These courses cover a range of 
topics, including Fundamentals of ICT, Office-related 
Applications, Online Workspaces, Web Development 
Technologies, and Database Applications.

In 2023, the Computer Unit also launched a self-
financed Certificate Course titled Basic ICT Skills, 
conducted through the Centre for Open and Distance 
Learning (CODL).

Furthermore, the Computer Unit has collaborated 
with the Department of Computer Science to conduct 
courses in Information Communication Technology 
and General Information Technology for teacher 
training on several occasions, specifically in 2004 
and 2005.

Laboratory Facilities 

Initially, the Computer Unit housed a few 
computers like the Commodore Super Pet and 
Commodore-64, primarily used for running BASIC 
programs. As technology evolved, the Unit expanded 
its inventory to include various other computers such 
as Radio Shack, KayPro, BBC Micros, and a Micro 
Wax mini-computer. The facility was also equipped 
with peripherals, accessories, repair kits, power 
conditioners, and air conditioners.

However, the Computer Unit faced significant 
setbacks due to external events. The first major loss 
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occurred during the IPKF operation, resulting in 
damage and loss of laboratory equipment. A second, 
more severe setback occurred in October/November 
1995 during the mass exodus caused by the escalation 
of war. During this period, all laboratory equipment 
was lost, including computers, peripherals, and 
other valuable accessories like UPS units and power 
conditioners. The inventory of lost computers 
included:

•	 46 Micros (BBC Micro, KayPro, Radio Shack)

•	 1 Sun Workstation

•	 1 Micro VAX

•	 35 Personal Computers (286, 386, 486-based 
machines)

The total estimated cost of these losses, including 
computers, peripherals, and other accessories, 
exceeded four and a half million rupees.

When displaced people returned in 1996, they 
found the Computer Unit completely devoid of 
equipment. The Unit was slowly refurbished through 
annual allocations from the University, initially with 
21 personal computers, though this number was 
insufficient to meet the growing needs of students 
and staff.

In 2002, a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) was signed between the Government and 
rebels, leading to the acquisition of funds from 
the Asian Development Bank and World Bank. 
These funds, obtained through national projects 
under the Staff/Student Training Programme on 
Information Technology, enabled the purchase of 
new computers and the establishment of laboratories 
in the Vithyanathan Library block and new buildings 
next to the Department of Physics and Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics.

From 2005 to 2010, the Word Bank funded  IRQUE 
project significantly enhanced the technological 
infrastructure of participating institutions. During 
this period, additional computers were purchased with 
funds from the Institutional block grant allocated for 
Information Technology. This investment led to the 
establishment of eight fully equipped labs, providing 
improved access to modern computing facilities 
for students and faculty, thereby creating a more 
conducive environment for learning and research.

From 2010-2014  and  2017-2022, two labs were 
fully allocated to the Department of Computer Science 

to accommodate the increasing number of students, a 
necessary expansion to meet the growing demand for 
computer science education. Additionally, one lab was 
allocated to the library for the digitization of materials, 
further modernizing the institution’s resources and 
making them more accessible.

Currently, the Computer Unit has six labs, each 
accommodating 30 to 50 computers. Five of these 
laboratories are designated for practical sessions, 
while one is reserved for internet access for staff and 
students. The Computer Unit also provides laboratory 
space for computer-aided courses upon request from 
various faculties and occasionally makes provisions 
for self-financed courses or special workshops, 
charging a nominal fee per computer per hour.

Maintenance of Computers and Accessories

In 2004, new positions were created and filled 
for technical officers and lab attendants to support 
the operations of the Computer Unit. The technical 
officers are responsible for maintaining the Computer 
Unit’s laboratories, focusing on technical aspects and 
ensuring the smooth functioning of all equipment. 
Their duties include repairing faulty computers, 
accessories, and network equipment throughout the 
university, as far as their expertise allows.

In addition to maintenance, the technical officers 
play a crucial role in the procurement process. They 
are involved in providing detailed specifications for 
the purchase of new equipment and are responsible for 
verifying that newly acquired items meet the required 
specifications before authorising payments. This 
ensures that all purchases are of the necessary quality 
and fit for their intended purpose.

Staff Positions of the Computer Unit

Until 2003, the Computer Unit and the Department 
of Computer Science were the only places in the 
University where staff members with formal 
qualifications in computing could be found. The 
following table summarizes the staff positions within 
the Computer Unit at that time:

Staff Position Number
System Analyst Cum Programmer 01
Programmer 01
Instructors (Temporary) 04

In addition to these staff members, the Computer Unit 
is overseen by a Head, who manages the administrative 
matters of the Unit. While the Head rarely participates 
in the Unit’s formal academic programmes, the 
dedication and tireless work of the staff members is 
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crucial. Their commitment has been vital in meeting 
the extensive needs of both staff and students across 
various university departments.

In 2003, after a long period, new academic 
supportive positions were established, and the 
following staff were recruited:

Staff Position Number

Instructor in Computer Technology 03

Assistant Network Manager 01

In 2005, an additional four positions for Instructors in 
Computer Technology were established and filled to 
ensure the continued success of the Computer Literacy 
program, which began in 2004 under the slogan 
“Computer Literacy for All.” The fourteen contract-
based instructors have provided outstanding support 
for this initiative.

Furthermore, a System Engineer position was 
created in 2005 to support the maintenance of 
computers and the network infrastructure, further 
strengthening the Unit’s technical capabilities.

Heads of the Computer Unit

Heads of the Computer Unit Period
Dr. S. Kanaganathan Dec. 1984 - Oct. 1988
Overseen by Dean/Science Oct. 1988 - Aug. 1989
Prof. R. Kumaravadivel Aug. 1989 - Oct. 1990
Dr. (Miss) K. Somasundram Nov.1990 - Oct.1995
Dr. S. Mahesan 06.10.1995 - 31.03.1997
Dr. S. Mahesan (Acting) 01.04.1997 - 31.08.1999
Overseen by Dean/Science 01.09.1999 - 08.11.2000
Dr. S. Mahesan (Acting) 09.11.2000 - 14.04.2003
Prof. K. Kandasamy 15.04.2003 - 04.09.2005
Dr. S. Mahesan (Acting) 05.09.2005 - 28.02.2008
Dr. S. Mahesan 01.03.2008 - 31.03.2015
Dr. E. Y. A. Charles 01.04.2015 - 30.06.2018
Dr. K. Thabotharan 01.07.2018 - 14.01.2021
Mr. K. Ananthakrishnan (Acting) 15.01.2021 - 14.02.2021
Mr. K. Ananthakrishnan 15.02.2021 - To date

Permanent Staff of the Computer Unit

Mr. K. Ananthakrishnan
Lecturer
BSc [Hons] (Jaffna), 
MSc (Colombo)

Mrs. P. Balendren
Lecturer
BSc [Hons] (Jaffna), 
MSc (Colombo)

Mrs. S. Aravinthan
Lecturer
BSc [Hons] (Jaffna), 
MSc (Colombo)

Mrs. V. Surendranathan
Lecturer
BSc [Hons] (Jaffna), 
MSc (Peradeniya)

Mr. S. Sivaraj
Instructor in Computer Technology, Gr. I
BSc [Hons] (Jaffna), 
MSc (Peradeniya)

Mr. R. Sanjeevan
Instructor in Computer Technology, Gr. II
BSc [Hons] (Jaffna)
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Mr. S. Sivaskaran
System Engineer, Gr. I
BSc (Jaffna)

Mr. P. Kobikrishna 
Assistant Network Manager, Gr I
BIT. (Colombo), MSc (Peradeniya)
 

Mr. V. Aravinthan
Computer Programmer
BCS (Colombo) 

Mr. A. Jeyakanth
Technical Officer

Mr. M. Nadanathevan
Technical Officer

Mr. A. Kokulan
Technical Officer

Mr. R. Sivakumar
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. K. Sathiyakumar

Laboratory Attendant

Mr. S. Suthakaran
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. P. Jeyakaran
Works Aide

Retired Staff of the Computer Unit

Mrs. R. Mahesan
Programmer cum System Analyst, Gr I

BSc [Hons] (Jaffna), MSc (Wales)

Appointed on 01 January 1986 as a Programmer cum System  
Analyst, Gr I Continued her services until retirement on 31 July 
2019. 

Mr. M. Kulanthaivel

Laboratory Attendant
Transferred to Computer Unit on 01.01.1999 and served until  
retirement on 23.02.2019

Mr. K. Jeyendrean
Laboratory Attendant Transferred to Computer Unit on 01.08.2019 and served until  

retirement on 08.06.2023

Future Plan
One of the long-standing needs of the Computer 

Unit is the establishment of more space. A proposal 

for a three-floor building was submitted to build a 
computer block in the area beyond the Library near 
the southern boundary wall. This proposal is currently 
awaiting approval from the treasury and the cabinet.
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 The Alumni and Alumni Associations of the Faculty 
of Science have made notable contributions to the 
faculty, enhancing various facilities in lecture halls and 
laboratories, sponsoring students in need, encouraging 
high achievers, beautifying the faculty premises, and 
donating essential equipment for teaching and research. 
Additionally, they sponsor personality development 
programs for new entrants, through which students 
engage in social action projects. These projects 
are designed to sharpen interpersonal, problem-

solving, planning, organisational management, 
and leadership skills, fostering an understanding of 
cultural differences and promoting harmonious living.

Moreover, our Alumni have generously contributed 
several million rupees to sustain the university’s mid-
day meal programme. The table below summarises 
the donations received by the departments and the 
Science Students’ Union, all of which were approved 
by the council.

Alumni contribution to the Faculty: 
Paying back to the Faculty of Science

Donation 

Item Description Amount 
(LKR)

Academic Year 
of Entry

Department of Computer Science (DCS)

Wall mounted Batch Photos of alumni 
from 1991 to 2021. Customised circuitry 
design with QR code for the details of 
each batch. 

190,000.00 2009/2010

3D DCS logo in the lobby of the main 
entrance

300,000.00 2010/2011

3D DCS logo fixed at the rooftop with 
the water tank

130,000.00 2011/2012

3D name board of “Department of 
Computer Science”

195,000.00 2013/2014
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Keyboard-like backlit Key Holder 127,000.00 2014/2015

Wooden made PC Repairing Table 50,000.00 2014/2015

20 Nos. of CCTV security cameras, 
32-Channel NVR, 6TB HDD, IP 65 
Boxes, and installation charges

163,000.00 
125,000.00 
80,000.00 
30,950.00 

2015/2016 
2007/2008 
2013/2014
2011/2012

Audio System for the Auditorium 329,500.00 1992/1993

Sofa Set (1+1+3) and Coffee Table for 
Office

118,687.50 2008/2009

12 Nos. of Visitor Chairs
106,245.00

114,345.00

2001/2002

2008/2009

10 Nos. of high back chairs for 
Seminar Room

180,022.50

77,152.50

2003/2004 

2009/2010

6 Nos. of Visitor Chairs 117,045.00 2001/2002

Sandblast Stickers for glass door at 
entrance and 29 Nos. of wooden doors 
with glass

53,500.00
1996/1997 
1997/1998
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Microwave Oven (20L) 30,890.00
2005/2006

2006/2007

Wooden Dining Table with Six Chairs 115,258.75
2005/2006

2006/2007

Wooden Table for Group Discussion 43,391.25

2005/2006

2006/2007

Two-tone Stone Seats (2+2+1+1) with 
Table

41,000.00
1996/1997 
1997/1998

Armless Stone Seats (3+3) with 
Table x 2 sets 52,000.00

1996/1997 
1997/1998

Stone Seats with Arm (2+2) 21,000.00
1996/1997 
1997/1998

CS Think Park: Preparing the ground 
and installing paving stones

173,250.00
1996/1997 
1997/1998

Executive Table for the Head’s Room 240,000.00 1995/1996



-122-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

Noticeboard 55,000.00 2004/2005

2 Nos. of Steel fabricated cupboards 
for IoT Laboratory

110,000.00 2004/2005

Lecterns for the Auditorium and 
Laboratory

30,000.00

40,000.00

2004/2005

2001/2002

Head Table for the Auditorium 132,000.00
1996/1997

1997/1998

Shrine Cabinet 65,000.00 1995/1996

DCS logo printed Tea Cup & Saucer 
and Crockery Sets

61,740.00 2012/2013

DCS logo printed 30 Nos. of B&B 
Plates

29,700.00 2004/2005

Frames for Computer Science Student 
Photographs

30,000.00 

12,000.00

2004/2005 

1996/1997
1997/1998
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Floor Rendering and Fixing Grill 
Gates for the Study Hall

397,698.40 1990/1991

Floor Rendering for the Corridor next 
to the Study Hall

9,750.00

6,250.00

2014/2015

1990/1991

Electrical Works (Lights, Power 
Outlets, and wires) for the Study Hall

150,000.00 1994/1995

Industrial Stand Fan (26 inch) and a 
4-gang Extension Cord

41,350.00 
7,430.00

1990/1991

Switch and Network Cabling for the 
Study Hall

100,000.00

100,000.00

1993/1994

2008/2009

2 Nos. of 6’×4’ whiteboards for the 
Auditorium

17,000.00 1996/1997 
1997/1998

3 Small Wall Clocks and a large wall 
clock for common places

10,900.00 2008/2009

Mammoty and Lawn Rake for the 
Park

3,600.00 2014/2015

Rubber Mats 11,200.00 2001/2002
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Mesh-type Floor Mats 8,550.00 

6,000.00

2005/2006 
2006/2007 

2009/2010

Fixing five aluminum glass windows 
with grills, internal plastering of 
walls, fixing the ceiling, painting the 
walls, and installing lights and ceiling 
fans for Study Hall Areas 1 and 2 (in 
progress).

4,617,783.55

Mr. R. Ravimohan 
(Former Assistant 
Lecturer for the 

DCS’s Pioneering 
Batch)

5TB HDD Seagate One Touch External Hard disk 40,000.00

Dr. Gita 
Sathianathan 

(Former Teaching 
Asst. Professor, 

Pennsylvania State 
University)

Dr. Sinnathamby Mahesan Prize for the 
Best Researcher Award in Computer 
Science

For a top-performing student in the 
individual research project during the 
Bachelor of Science Honours Degree 
Examination in Computer Science.

200,000.00 1994/1995

Dr. Sinnathamby Mahesan Prize for 
the Best Overall Performance in BSc 
Hons in Computer Science

For a student with the best overall per-
formance in the Bachelor of Science 
Honours degree in Computer Science, 
based on his/her performance in Aca-
demic, Sports, and Other activities.

200,000.00 2010/2011

Department of Chemistry

Professor S. Mageswaran Gold Medal, 
Founded in year 2001

For Best Performance in Physical Sci-
ence in the General Degree Examina-
tion with at least a Second-Class (Up-
per Division).

201,000.00
(in 2001)

Former students of 
Late Professor S. 

Mageswaran

Professor S. Mageswaran Gold Medal 
Founded in year 2001 

For Best Performance in Biological 
Science in the General Degree Exam-
ination with at least a Second Class 
(Upper Division)

201,000.00
(in 2001)

Former students of 
the Late Professor 

S. Mageswaran

Professor S. Mageswaran Gold Medal, 
Founded in year 2001

 

For Best Performance in the fourth 
year Advanced Organic Chemistry 
units (Theory and Practical) in the 
Honours Degree Examination in Sci-
ence, with a minimum Grade Point 
Average (GPA) of 3.30 in all the 
fourth year Advanced Organic Chem-
istry units (Theory and Practical) and 
obtaining at least a Second Class (Up-
per Division) in the Honours Degree 
Examination.

201,000.00
(in 2001)

Former students 
of the Late Prof. 

Sivapathasundaram 
Mageswaran

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran 
Scholarship for the best performance 
in Chemistry in Level 3M among the 
Honours degree students.

This scholarship is awarded to the stu-
dent for the best performance in Level 
3M Chemistry courses, based on the 
GPA of the courses aggregating to 30 
credits. The minimum GPA shall be 
3.30. In case of a tie, the final OGPA 
up to the  end of third year shall be 
considered.

3,665.000.00
(in 2023)

A group of former 
students of Late 
Professor Rajes-

wary Mageswaran 
deposited USD 

1250.00
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Asst. Professor, 

Pennsylvania State 
University)

Dr. Sinnathamby Mahesan Prize for the 
Best Researcher Award in Computer 
Science

For a top-performing student in the 
individual research project during the 
Bachelor of Science Honours Degree 
Examination in Computer Science.

200,000.00 1994/1995

Dr. Sinnathamby Mahesan Prize for 
the Best Overall Performance in BSc 
Hons in Computer Science

For a student with the best overall per-
formance in the Bachelor of Science 
Honours degree in Computer Science, 
based on his/her performance in Aca-
demic, Sports, and Other activities.

200,000.00 2010/2011

Department of Chemistry

Professor S. Mageswaran Gold Medal, 
Founded in year 2001

For Best Performance in Physical Sci-
ence in the General Degree Examina-
tion with at least a Second-Class (Up-
per Division).

201,000.00
(in 2001)

Former students of 
Late Professor S. 

Mageswaran

Professor S. Mageswaran Gold Medal 
Founded in year 2001 

For Best Performance in Biological 
Science in the General Degree Exam-
ination with at least a Second Class 
(Upper Division)

201,000.00
(in 2001)

Former students of 
the Late Professor 

S. Mageswaran

Professor S. Mageswaran Gold Medal, 
Founded in year 2001

 

For Best Performance in the fourth 
year Advanced Organic Chemistry 
units (Theory and Practical) in the 
Honours Degree Examination in Sci-
ence, with a minimum Grade Point 
Average (GPA) of 3.30 in all the 
fourth year Advanced Organic Chem-
istry units (Theory and Practical) and 
obtaining at least a Second Class (Up-
per Division) in the Honours Degree 
Examination.

201,000.00
(in 2001)

Former students 
of the Late Prof. 

Sivapathasundaram 
Mageswaran

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran 
Scholarship for the best performance 
in Chemistry in Level 3M among the 
Honours degree students.

This scholarship is awarded to the stu-
dent for the best performance in Level 
3M Chemistry courses, based on the 
GPA of the courses aggregating to 30 
credits. The minimum GPA shall be 
3.30. In case of a tie, the final OGPA 
up to the  end of third year shall be 
considered.

3,665.000.00
(in 2023)

A group of former 
students of Late 
Professor Rajes-

wary Mageswaran 
deposited USD 

1250.00
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Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran Fund 
-2022

Established bursaries to needy  Applied 

Science (Chemistry) undergraduate 

students at the University of Jaffna

3,265.000.00

(in 2023)

A group of former 

students of Late 

Professor Rajes-

wary Mageswaran 

Department of Mathematics & Statistics

Professor Balan Selliah Memorial Bur-
sary

Needy student(s) studying Statistics as 
a main subject.

896,095.00
(in 2020)

A community of 

past students, for-

mer colleagues, and 

well-wishers of late 

Professor Balan 

Selliah

Building material to renovate the lob-
by area (55 m2) at the entrance of the 
DMS

604,319
Mrs.R.Shanthy 

1984/1985

Installation of curtain in four lecture 
halls (1M, 2M, 3M & 4M), office and 
lobby area.

656,000
Mr.A.Ganamohan  
15th Batch 
(1988/89)

Sofa set (3+1+1) and Coffee table for 
the lobby area of the department. 85,000

Mr.R.Jeyamayuran

   25th Batch

Dept. of Physics

Installation of curtain in all general 
degree laboratories 400,000

Mr.A.Ganamohan  
15th Batch 
(1988/89)

Prof. K. Kunaratnam Scholarship in 
Science. Founded in year 2003 To the needy students 240,000.00

(in 2004)

Former students of 
Prof. K. Kunarat-
nam

Professor Kanthia Kunaratnam Schol-
arship. Founded in year 2002

For the best student selected to read 
for an Honours Degree in Physics.

50,000.00
(2002)

Mr. R. Jeyaruban, a 
student of Prof. K. 
Kunaratnam

Professor K. Kunaratnam Gold Medal, 

founded in 2003 students.

For honours students graduating from 
the Faculties of Agriculture, Science 
and Applied Science or Engineering 
with a First Class or Second Class 
(Upper Division) (based on points 
scheme)

300,000.00
(2003)

Former students of 
Prof. K. Kunarat-
nam
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Common facilities & Sponsoring personality development programme

TT board with bats, carrom and chess 
boards 330,000

1982/83

Physical Science

 Personality Development 
through Social Action project

 New Entrants enrolled in the academ-
ic year 2021/2022 400,000

Jaffna University 
Graduate Asso-
ciation (JUGA), 

Australia

More detail about the donation can  be found from the following sites: 

https://www.csc.jfn.ac.lk/index.php/donation-for-the-new-building/  
https://sci.jfn.ac.lk/alumni/category/alumni-news/ 

1.2 List of proposed projects 

Punniamoorthy Ravirajan, Dean/Faculty of Science 

Items/Works/Activities (inculding proposed sketch)
Estimated cost

million(LKR) USD

Extending the building of the Department of Fisheries

40.0  116,667 

Renovating the Optics laboratory (Dark) rooms, Dept. of Physics 1.6  5,333 

Renovating the gas plant, Dept. of Chemistry

1.5  5,000 
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Renovating the Optics laboratory (Dark) rooms, Dept. of Chemistry 0.5  1,667 

Widening the main road of the faculty (150 m2)

1.5  5,000 

Renovating large lecture halls (CHL, P1, B1) 1.5  5,000 

Renovating students’ park in front of the Mathematics block

1.0  3,333 

Constructing vehicle park for the staff and students (300 m2, floor only) 

2.5  8,333 

Renovating and partitioning the existing building above the office of the Dean/
Science for Board room / lecture hall. 3.0  10,000 

Renovating the Biological Garden, Dept. of Botany and its surrounding 

1.0  3,333 
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Interlock paving close to the Chemistry building

1.0  3,333 

Renovating name block of the faculty

0.2  667 

Installing a large digital display for disseminating the activities of the staff, 
students and alumni

0.8  2,667 

Enhancing the outlook of the entrance of the Dept. of Chemistry.
Building material to renovate the lobby area at the entrance of the 
Dept. of Chemistry

2.0 6,667 

Enhancing the outlook of the Department of Botany Building 
material to renovate the lobby area at the entrance of the 
Department of Botany 

1.0 3,333 

Enhancing the outlook of the Department of Zoology Building 
material to renovate the lobby area at the entrance of the 
Department of Zoology

1.0 3,333

Enhancing the outlook of the Department of Physics Building 
material to renovate the lobby area at the entrance of the 
Department of Physics

1.0  3,333 

Enhancing the outlook of the entrance to the Department of 
Physics 1.0  3,333 
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Installation of solar panels on the roof of the departments’ building (Stage 1)

50.0  166,667 

Proposed future outlook of the Faculty: https://youtu.be/yEwNN_wnW1g  
Draft video file was created by Mr. Nuwan Karunathilaka, Alumnus of the faculty  

Alumni and Alumni Associations interested in supporting proposed projects are warmly encouraged to reach out 
to the Dean of the Faculty of Science at deanscience@univ.jfn.ac.lk  or the Faculty of Science Alumni Association 
at fosaa@univ.jfn.ac.lk. Please note that all donations will be processed by the Faculty following approval by 
the University Council.

1.3 Professor Mageswaran Fund (PMF) for Establishment of Chemistry Instrument Facility

Dr. Gita Sathianathan

BSc Hons (Chemistry) Ceylon, PhD (Sheffield, UK), DSc (Jaffna) 
Former Head of Department of Chemistry, University of Jaffna  
Former Rector at Vavuniya Campus, University of Jaffna.

The Professor Mageswaran Fund (PMF) was 
established in her memory on April 20th, 2022, to offer 
the gift of Education, as she did to others.  The fund 
has established five recurring annual Bursaries, a Gold 
Medal in Chemistry for Best Performance in Inorganic 
Chemistry in the Final year, and a Scholarship for Best 
Overall Performance in the third year in Professor 
Mrs. Rajeswary Mageswaran’s name.  We thank those 
who donated generously to the Fund.  The Professor 
Mageswaran Fund has established a Chemistry 
Instrument Facility in the Mageswaran Block with 
approval from the University Faculty Senate and the 
Finance Committee in 2023.

https://3a51ce0f-548b-4824-b16a-
1db61b121dba.filesusr.com/ugd/e25e55_
e26a9a3763ac481ea4f6221c9c6ff06c.pdf

How can you help the Professor Mageswaran 
Fund?

Creating a Chemistry Instrumentation Facility 
in Prof. (Mrs.) R. Maheswaran’s name to honour 
and remember her life and works is one of the best 
ways to show our appreciation for her life. The 
Faculty of Science is in dire need of a well-equipped 
Instrument Facility to train students in analytical 
and laboratory skills required for basic employment 
in today’s competitive and tech-savvy world.  The 
Professor Mageswaran Fund has worked closely 
with the Department of Chemistry to obtain from 
approval of the council with recommendation of 
the Faculty Board and Finance committee set up an 
Instrument Facility within the Chemistry Department. 
This facility would be significant to train all science 
faculty students, including biological and physical 
sciences streams, from first year to final year in 
the use of Analytical instruments. We need funds 
to meet the set-up cost for renovating the space 
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and to make it secure and accessible to students.  
Please see the grant proposal, https://3a51ce0f-
548b-4824-b16a-1db61b121dba.filesusr.com/ugd/
e25e55_83e4112ce6384a34abe6d102a027af04.pdf

Please donate funds and refurbished machines for 
student use from your workplaces such as GC, HPLC, 
LC, GCMS, Instruments for Biology and Physics Labs 
to make our graduates among the top in the nation for 
job securement, as well as for gaining scholarships 
and admission for higher studies.  

We acknowledge our gratitude for Analytical 
Instruments such as UV-Visible spectrometer, Infra-
red spectrometer, nanodrop, etc from Mr. N Baskaran 
(UK) and Dr. Shanthi Mylvaganam (Canada) and 
hope to receive or purchase more in the future.  We 
wish to thank Mr. Rajagopalan (brother of Prof. Mrs. 
Mageswaran) for his monetary support.

Dr. Gita Sathianathan, Former Teaching Assistant 

Professor at the Pennsylvania State University, PA, USA and 

retired as a Lecturer from the California State University, 

Fullerton, California. 

A Tribute to Late Emeritus Professor Rajeswary 
Mageswaran

The First Batch of Chemistry Students at the 
University of Jaffna

R. Thangarasa, K. Nalayini; J. Shanthini;  
N. Sivapalan; E. Jeyarajah

Tribute from https://profrajeswarymages.wixsite.
com/professor-mageswaran

  Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran was 
our teacher, mentor, and friend at the University of 
Jaffna. We joined University of Jaffna in 1975 and 
were privileged to be the first batch of Chemistry and 
Chemistry Special students. We loved the University 
of Jaffna as something of our own and were hungry 
for knowledge. We suffered the worst of the brutal 
effects of standardization and district quota. We 
wanted to prove to ourselves and to the world that 
language-wise standardization and quotas are not 

going to limit us in our achievements. At that time the 
Late Professor S. Mageswaran was the only person 
with a doctorate qualification in the Department of 
Chemistry. Unfortunately, Professor S Mageswaran 
had to manage the department with only a handful of 
junior staff, and we were told that another doctorate 
is coming next year, and that person is a woman and 
also that she is the wife of our beloved Professor S. 
Mageswaran. We were thrilled by that news and waited 
patiently for her arrival. We were instantly elated 
when she assumed her role inside the classrooms 
and the laboratories. She along with her late husband 
Prof. S. Mageswaran were the iconic couple kindling 
scientific curiosity and scholarship among the crop 
of science students at the University of Jaffna for 
decades. Although Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran 
had her higher studies in Inorganic Chemistry she 
taught us from the entire spectrum of Inorganic 
Chemistry and Physical Chemistry. She taught topics 
as wide as from Chemistry of Main Group Elements 
to Bio inorganic Chemistry, from Atomic and 
Molecular Structure to Applications of Group Theory 
and Diffraction Methods and from Coordination 
Chemistry to Advanced Spectroscopic Methods.  She 
gave special attention to supplement theoretical topics 
with appropriately designed experimental learning 
in the laboratory. While teaching a class there were 
occasions where she would probe us with questions 
to test our understanding. If she sensed that we didn’t 
quite get it, she will tirelessly repeat the whole lesson 
until we get the concepts right. She was always 
approachable, kind, and friendly. Along with her 
husband, she worked untiringly to build the Chemistry 
department at University of Jaffna and to establish the 
highest possible academic standards. The Chemistry 
Department of the University of Jaffna is widely 
respected for its quality of teaching and assessment 
because of the foundations laid by Professors S and 
R Mageswaran. She carried out pioneering research 
in the fields that are vital to the North. Her research 
involved topics such as the analysis of ground water 
quality in the North, analysis of palmyrah products 
and analysis of sea food that are specific to the North, 
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among others. She also supervised many students in 
their postgraduate research. When she retired in the 
year 2010, a Gold Medal for the best performance 
in Inorganic Chemistry was established with the 
initiative of one of us and with the contribution of 
her past students and well-wishers. The gold medal 
will be awarded annually and will remain as a lasting 
tribute to her legacy. Her students are spread across 
the world contributing to humanity in the science 
and medical fields. Interacting with her past students 
had been a fulfilling experience for her. Though we 
have lost her so suddenly, we strive to celebrate her 
beautiful life in service, remembering the impact she 
made in the lives of countless students including us. 
We offer our heartfelt sympathies to the family of 
Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran and carry forward 
her memory with deep gratitude. May her soul rest 
with God in eternity!

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran: A Life of 
Dedication and Sacrifice

Dr. Gita Sathianathan

Tribute from https://profrajeswarymages.wixsite.
com/professor-mageswaran

We were privileged to receive direct mentorship from 
Professor R and Mrs. S Mageswaran, from whom 
we learned the values of dedication and service. 
The knowledge and commitment imparted to us by 
Prof. and Mrs. Mageswaran are deeply appreciated. 
Both individuals, highly intelligent and industrious, 
dedicated their lives to the sole welfare of their 
students. The Chemistry department building stands 
as a testament to their unwavering support and serves 
as a model for other Science buildings at the Faculty 
of Science.

Mrs. Mageswaran, a quiet, extremely intelligent, 
and passionate researcher, remained faithful and 
dedicated to her students and staff at the University 
until the conclusion of her career. Both Prof. and 
Mrs. Mageswaran consistently commenced work 
by 7 am and departed after 6 pm, diligently serving 
students and upholding an exceptional standard of 
Chemistry education, recognized globally. Even on 

Saturdays, Professors Mageswaran tirelessly engaged 
in research, teaching, ensuring timely procurement 
of chemicals and lab equipment, coordinating staff 
meeting schedules, overseeing activities, mentoring 
new lecturers and demonstrators, guiding students 
in applications to foreign Universities, facilitating 
PhD opportunities abroad, providing counseling, 
coordinating curricula with other departments, hiring 
and training faculty and staff, establishing a robust 
research program for undergraduate and postgraduate 
students, organizing seminars, and fulfilling numerous 
other duties daily.

Had they departed the University during the war, 
the entire careers of Chemistry Honours students 
would have been jeopardized, potentially impeding 
the attainment of PhD degrees and professional 
advancement.  Following the completion of 
our Chemistry Honours degree, Professor Mrs. 
Mageswaran fostered a relationship akin to that of a 
friend and ally, engaging in personal conversations, 
sharing laughter, and spending time in the staff room.

Mrs. Mageswaran discussed her research at the 
University of Dublin, Ireland, encompassing physical 
organic chemistry and inorganic chemistry, thus 
sparking an interest in pure research and influencing 
my subsequent pursuit of Crystal Field Theory at 
California State University, Riverside, CA, USA. 
This pursuit transitioned to Organic Chemistry due 
to professional prospects.

Even amidst war, the stringent academic standards 
upheld by the department provided us with a rigorous 
and comprehensive educational experience, facilitating 
adeptness in entrance exams and courses abroad. The 
principles and fundamental knowledge imparted 
by Professors S. and R. Mageswaran endure in our 
minds. We acquired a profound and comprehensive 
knowledge base, enabling the exploration of analytic 
methods, rational thinking, and scientific logic that 
have guided our ongoing research.

The mode of inquiry-based learning we imbibed has 
significantly influenced my teaching and curriculum 
development over the past 25 years in the USA. When 
instructing University students here, I often reflect 
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upon their commitment and dedication, as I strive to 
match their levels of engagement, often extending 
beyond the customary hours. When confronted with 
challenges, I draw inspiration from their extraordinary 
sacrifice and unwavering dedication amidst the 
adversities of war. In comparison, my own challenges 
seem trifling, spurring me to surmount obstacles and 
perpetuate the bestowal of education, mirroring their 
selfless contribution to our academic development.

We are profoundly grateful to have been witness to 
a life characterized by such unwavering dedication, 
intellect, and sacrifice

The organizers of Professor Mageswaran Fund thank 
you for your Donation and Support!

• Dr. Gita Sathianathan, California State 
University, Fullerton, CA

• Mrs. Janaki Nicholas, Nonsuch High School 
in Surrey, UK

• Mr. Nagendran Baskaran, Zeta Analytics 
Business in UK

• Mr. S. Rajagobalan, Findergroup, London, 
UK.

• Dr. N. Sivapalan (fomer member), Department 
of  Chemistry, University of Jaffna.

“Two things are infinite: the universe and human stupidity; and I’m not 
sure about the universe.” - Albert Einstein (1879-1955)

“A man who dares to waste one hour of time has not discovered the 
value of life.” - Charles Darwin (1809-1882)
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Professor Kanagasabapathy’s legacy is indelibly 
intertwined with the history of the University of Jaffna. 
When the Jaffna Campus of the University of Sri 
Lanka was declared open, he assumed the role of Dean 
of the Science Faculty and Professor of Mathematics, 
a widely acclaimed appointment.

Under Professor Kanagasabapathy’s guidance, 
the Science Faculty flourished like a sturdy tree, 
sprouting numerous branches over the past fifty years. 
His unwavering dedication played a pivotal role in its 
initial success and subsequent growth.

He established the Department of Mathematics 
and Statistics, assembling a capable team of young 
lecturers. Leveraging his influence, he invited eminent 
personalities to deliver lectures at the Jaffna Campus, 
including luminaries like 

• Dr. (Mrs). U. Coomaraswamy  -from Colombo 
Campus 

• Dr. I.M. Wilson -from Colombo Campus 

• Dr. Gamini Seneviratne -from Peradeniya 
Campus 

• Dr. Manikka Idaikar -from F.A.O / World Bank 

Despite his unassuming demeanour, Professor 
Kanagasabapathy radiated wisdom, confidence, and 
courage—a testament to his selflessness and integrity. 
His influence motivated many generations of students 
to achieve greater heights and empowered them to 
carry forward his legacy of serving humanity. 

Tragically, Professor Kanagasabapathy passed 
away suddenly from a heart attack on January 23, 
1977. His departure left a void, and uncertainty loomed 
over who would lead the Faculty of Science in his 
wake. The next dean, Professor Kunaratnam, humbly 
stated, “I am not here to replace him; I am here to 
follow in his footsteps.” This statement aptly reflects 
the immense respect Professor Kanagasabapathy 
commanded among the members of the faculty.

Background of Education and Academic 
Accomplishments

Kanagasabapathy was born in the village of 
Erlalai on July 1, 1922, to Mr. and Mrs. Iyampillai 
Perampalam. His father was a renowned practitioner 
of native medicine. Young Kanagasabapathy attended 
Jaffna Hindu College and later was selected to study 
Science at the University College, Colombo. His 
exceptional performance in his bachelor’s degree in 
science led to his appointment as an assistant lecturer 
in Mathematics in the Science Faculty. 

During this period, he collaborated with some 
exceptional individuals as a fellow lecturer and 
mentored many creative minds in his role as a lecturer. 
Eliezer, who later gained international recognition 
as a professor of mathematics, also worked as an 
assistant lecturer alongside Mr. Kanagasabapathy. 
Notably, one of Kanagasabapathy’s students, S. B. 
P. Wickramasuriya, went on to become the Professor 
of Mathematics and Dean of the Faculty of Science 
later at the Vidyalankara Campus of the University 
of Sri Lanka.

After a few years, Kanagasabapathy advanced to the 
position of senior lecturer and received a scholarship 
to study Mathematics at the University of Cambridge. 
He complied with the requirement of the university 
and first completed his undergraduate Mathematics 
degree with first-class honours and was awarded the 
Senior Wrangler prize for the Mathematical Tripos 
Examination. Continuing his academic journey, he 
earned a master’s degree in mathematics.

During his pursuit of a doctoral research degree, 
organizational changes occurred within Ceylon’s 
university structure under the Vice-Chancellorship 
of Sir Ivor Jennings. Kanagasabapathy was recalled 
to Ceylon and entrusted with the leadership of the 
mathematics department at the newly established 
Peradeniya Campus. This appointment reflected the 

Professor P. Kanagasabapathy :  
The founding Dean of the Faculty of Science
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university’s confidence in his capacity and sincerity 
though he was relatively young in the department. 
Despite potential sacrifices to his future career 
prospects, he embraced the role wholeheartedly. Under 
his guidance, the Department of Mathematics thrived, 
producing a lineage of accomplished mathematicians. 
In 1968, he was appointed as the Professor of 
Mathematics at the Peradeniya Campus.

Career Path and Professional Achievements
Peradeniya Campus: Upon returning to Ceylon in 

1952, Kanagasabapathy assumed the role of head of the 
Department of Mathematics at the newly established 
Peradeniya Campus. With unwavering sincerity 
and dedication, he single-handedly built up the 
department, providing it with a robust, well-planned 
curriculum for undergraduate Mathematics courses. 
His visionary approach extended to postgraduate and 
master’s level programs, which he successfully ran 
alongside the regular undergraduate courses for fifteen 
continuous years.

These remarkable achievements and unique 
experiences prepared him exceedingly well for a 
similar role at the newly formed Jaffna Campus, 
twenty-one years down the line. During his tenure as a 
senior lecturer, department head, and professor, he also 
actively engaged himself in non-educational activities 
to enhance student welfare. Notably, he played a 
pivotal role in constructing the beautiful Kurinchi 
Kumaran Temple—a cherished religious shrine for 
Hindu students at the University of Peradeniya.

Professor Kanagasabapathy also contributed to 
foreign university research magazines, particularly in 
his favourite field of Number Theory. When he passed 
away in 1977, Professor Appapillai praised the quality 
of his research articles in a heartfelt eulogy.

Jaffna Campus: On October 1, 1974, Professor P. 
Kanagasabapathy was appointed as the Inaugural Dean 
of the Faculty of Science at the Jaffna Campus, the 
sixth campus established under the University of Sri 
Lanka. Wholeheartedly accepting this pioneering role, 
he faced challenges similar to those he encountered 
two decades earlier. Opting to offer Statistics as a 
major subject rather than a mere unit of Mathematics, 
he faced the issues such as inadequate library facilities 
and underfunding with courage. The distinguished 
professor’s appeal to the grants committee through the 

senate for additional funding was successful, thanks 
to his influential voice. To deal with the problem of 
staff shortages, he personally taught several modules, 
greatly benefiting the fortunate students of the first 
two batches.

Professor Kanagasabapathy’s influence extended 
beyond the classroom. Leveraging personal 
connections, he invited many eminent personalities 
from other campuses and world class institutions 
to handle special units. Under his guidance, the 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics achieved a 
unique status across all six campuses of the University 
of Sri Lanka. His wisdom, patience, and legendary 
reputation endeared him to both academic and 
administrative staff of the university. On top of 
this, invitations from schools, colleges, and other 
institutions to grace their functions as the chief guest 
further underscored his esteemed standing, he enjoyed 
among all walks of life. 

Service to the Local Community:
In addition to teaching university students, he 

organized diploma programs in Mathematics for 
external students. On Saturdays, he conducted 
Mathematics classes for teachers in Northern Province 
schools, helping them update and enhance their 
knowledge of the New Mathematics curriculum 
introduced in the country at that time.

Promoting Harmony Among Communities:
The non-political magazine “Ootru,” published 

in Jaffna chiefly for the educated community, had 
been advocating for knowledge and understanding 
as tools for resolving economic and political issues 
in the country. In December 1973, Professor P. 
Kanagasabapathy was elected as the president of 
the Ootru Foundation and served in this position 
with distinction until his untimely demise. He was 
fully committed to using knowledge and goodwill to 
benefit humanity, rather than resorting to conflicts and 
violence. His articles in the magazine covered topics 
ranging from educational system improvements to 
addressing water pollution in Jaffna peninsula. During 
his three-year tenure as president of the foundation, 
the quality of the magazine significantly improved 
under his leadership. 

Legacy of Professor Kanagasabapathy:
Upon his passing away, both students and staff 
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university’s confidence in his capacity and sincerity 
though he was relatively young in the department. 
Despite potential sacrifices to his future career 
prospects, he embraced the role wholeheartedly. Under 
his guidance, the Department of Mathematics thrived, 
producing a lineage of accomplished mathematicians. 
In 1968, he was appointed as the Professor of 
Mathematics at the Peradeniya Campus.

Career Path and Professional Achievements
Peradeniya Campus: Upon returning to Ceylon in 

1952, Kanagasabapathy assumed the role of head of the 
Department of Mathematics at the newly established 
Peradeniya Campus. With unwavering sincerity 
and dedication, he single-handedly built up the 
department, providing it with a robust, well-planned 
curriculum for undergraduate Mathematics courses. 
His visionary approach extended to postgraduate and 
master’s level programs, which he successfully ran 
alongside the regular undergraduate courses for fifteen 
continuous years.

These remarkable achievements and unique 
experiences prepared him exceedingly well for a 
similar role at the newly formed Jaffna Campus, 
twenty-one years down the line. During his tenure as a 
senior lecturer, department head, and professor, he also 
actively engaged himself in non-educational activities 
to enhance student welfare. Notably, he played a 
pivotal role in constructing the beautiful Kurinchi 
Kumaran Temple—a cherished religious shrine for 
Hindu students at the University of Peradeniya.

Professor Kanagasabapathy also contributed to 
foreign university research magazines, particularly in 
his favourite field of Number Theory. When he passed 
away in 1977, Professor Appapillai praised the quality 
of his research articles in a heartfelt eulogy.

Jaffna Campus: On October 1, 1974, Professor P. 
Kanagasabapathy was appointed as the Inaugural Dean 
of the Faculty of Science at the Jaffna Campus, the 
sixth campus established under the University of Sri 
Lanka. Wholeheartedly accepting this pioneering role, 
he faced challenges similar to those he encountered 
two decades earlier. Opting to offer Statistics as a 
major subject rather than a mere unit of Mathematics, 
he faced the issues such as inadequate library facilities 
and underfunding with courage. The distinguished 
professor’s appeal to the grants committee through the 

senate for additional funding was successful, thanks 
to his influential voice. To deal with the problem of 
staff shortages, he personally taught several modules, 
greatly benefiting the fortunate students of the first 
two batches.

Professor Kanagasabapathy’s influence extended 
beyond the classroom. Leveraging personal 
connections, he invited many eminent personalities 
from other campuses and world class institutions 
to handle special units. Under his guidance, the 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics achieved a 
unique status across all six campuses of the University 
of Sri Lanka. His wisdom, patience, and legendary 
reputation endeared him to both academic and 
administrative staff of the university. On top of 
this, invitations from schools, colleges, and other 
institutions to grace their functions as the chief guest 
further underscored his esteemed standing, he enjoyed 
among all walks of life. 

Service to the Local Community:
In addition to teaching university students, he 

organized diploma programs in Mathematics for 
external students. On Saturdays, he conducted 
Mathematics classes for teachers in Northern Province 
schools, helping them update and enhance their 
knowledge of the New Mathematics curriculum 
introduced in the country at that time.

Promoting Harmony Among Communities:
The non-political magazine “Ootru,” published 

in Jaffna chiefly for the educated community, had 
been advocating for knowledge and understanding 
as tools for resolving economic and political issues 
in the country. In December 1973, Professor P. 
Kanagasabapathy was elected as the president of 
the Ootru Foundation and served in this position 
with distinction until his untimely demise. He was 
fully committed to using knowledge and goodwill to 
benefit humanity, rather than resorting to conflicts and 
violence. His articles in the magazine covered topics 
ranging from educational system improvements to 
addressing water pollution in Jaffna peninsula. During 
his three-year tenure as president of the foundation, 
the quality of the magazine significantly improved 
under his leadership. 

Legacy of Professor Kanagasabapathy:
Upon his passing away, both students and staff 
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felt as though they had lost the father figure of their 
academic family. Condolences poured in from 
universities, government departments, and foreign 
countries, overwhelming the telegram services of 
post offices in Thirunelveli and Erlalai. This sombre 
moment marked a dark hour in the history of Jaffna 
Campus. Grief permeated the atmosphere, etched on 
the faces of the thousands who gathered to bid him 
a final farewell. To the amazement of the villagers, 
mourners from all corners of the country flooded the 
remote village of Erlalai.

Professor Kanagasabapathy’s legacy was awe-
inspiring. He excelled as a brilliant mathematician, a 
dedicated teacher and professor, a humanitarian, and 
a person of noble ideals. Almost single-handedly, 
he established and elevated two Departments of 
Mathematics in Peradeniya Campus and Jaffna 
Campus to prestigious positions. Until his last breath, 
he tirelessly strived towards improving the quality 
of university education and promoting science 

education in Sri Lanka. Under his seasoned guidance, 
many students achieved distinctions in their chosen 
careers. The Science Faculty at the University of 
Jaffna stands as a silent monument to witness the 
greatness of Professor Kanagasabapathy—one of the 
Founding Trios of the university. His name continues 
to inspire the fortunate students who had the privilege 
of studying under him - one of the greatest teachers 
of all times. 

Salutations to the Founding Father:
Reflecting on Professor Kanagasabapathy’s 

magnificent legacy is both a privilege and an honour. 
His enduring impact will serve as a guiding star for 
generations to come. In many ways, his name remains 
synonymous with the University of Jaffna for those 
familiar with its history since its inception. The 
foundation he laid for the Faculty of Science—through 
dedicated service, versatile skills, vast knowledge, 
unwavering motivation, and wisdom, stands as a 
lasting monument in the loving memory of Professor 
P. Kanagasabapathy. 

Mr. Kathirithamby Sivanandan (1st batch), 
Former Senior Lecturer at West London College and 

Kensington College of Business, UK
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Professor Kanthia Kunaratnam, one of the Pioneers 
of this University, dedicated more than four decades 
of service across three universities in Sri Lanka. At the 
University of Jaffna, he played pivotal roles, serving 
as the founding Head of the Departments of Physics 
and Computer Science, Dean of the Faculty of Science, 
and Vice-Chancellor of the University.

Background of Education and Academic 
Accomplishments 

He was born in the village of Erlalai on 20 April 
1934 as the youngest child in a family of six children 
and had his school education at Union College, 
Tellippalai. He used to come first in the class on most 
occasions and won class prizes in many subjects and 
some school prizes like best student in Mathematics 
and Science and prize for Art. He entered the Faculty 
of Science, University of Ceylon in June 1954 based 
on the combined University Entrance and Higher 
School Certificate (HSC) Examination conducted 
by the Government and the University of Ceylon in 
December 1953. He was one of the two best candidates 
in the country who obtained a First Division pass with 
distinctions in Pure and Applied Mathematics in that 
Examination. 

Mr. Kunaratnam was selected to pursue both 
special courses in Physics and Mathematics based on 
his excellent performance in his first-year examination 
but he opted to follow a specialisation in Physics, 
with Pure Mathematics as subsidiary subject. He 
was blessed to learn Physics and Mathematics 
under eminent senior academics like Professors 
Mailvaganam, Appapillai, and George Dissanayake. 
He also pursued a course of lectures in ‘Mathematical 
Methods for Scientists and Engineers’ which was 
outside his curriculum and was attended by some 
Engineering students including late Professor 
A.Thurairajah. The course on electromagnetic theory 
and mathematical methods which was delivered by an 
American Visiting Lecturer Dr. Leo Baggerly proved 

to be of immense value to him during his postgraduate 
studies at Imperial College, University of London. 
After being a brilliant undergraduate, Mr. Kunaratnam 
graduated with a First Class Honours in Physics in 
1958 winning Dr. Hewavitharne Memorial Prize for 
Physics. 

While serving as Assistant Lecturer in Physics, 
Mr. Kunaratnam’s superiors at the University of 
Ceylon advised him to pursue his postgraduate 
training at the Imperial College, University of 
London as the Department of Physics, University 
of Ceylon had established collaboration with Nobel 
Laureate, Professor Blackett at the Imperial College 
London. Mr. Kunaratnam proceeded to London 
on 12 September 1960 from Colombo harbour for 
pursuing his postgraduate research programme at 
the Department of Geophysics, Imperial College, 
University of London under Professor J. M. Bruckshaw 
and Professor R. G. Mason who discovered the linear 
pattern of magnetic anomalies in the Northeast Pacific. 
Mr. Kunaratnam reached there after two weeks of 
ship journey and commenced his studies in October 
1960. Within three months at Imperial College, he was 
successful in writing his first computer program for 
power spectral analysis in a combined machine and 
auto code language for the Ferranti Mercury computer 
after reading books on computer programming and 
numerical methods for computers. His supervisors 
were delighted by his speedy and accurate work. In all 
possible cases, he obtained satisfactory solutions in a 
matter of seconds and his supervisor told him once that 
he took several days to obtain one solution by trial. It 
should be noted that the storage capacity and speed of 
the computers at that time were two or three orders of 
magnitude lower than the same of modern computers. 
High level languages were not fully developed and 
computers of different makes used different machine 
languages or auto codes. 

Emeritus Professor Kanthia Kunaratnam:
 A brilliant academic, an outstanding Scientist and an exceptional Administrator
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Professor Kanthia Kunaratnam, one of the Pioneers 
of this University, dedicated more than four decades 
of service across three universities in Sri Lanka. At the 
University of Jaffna, he played pivotal roles, serving 
as the founding Head of the Departments of Physics 
and Computer Science, Dean of the Faculty of Science, 
and Vice-Chancellor of the University.

Background of Education and Academic 
Accomplishments 

He was born in the village of Erlalai on 20 April 
1934 as the youngest child in a family of six children 
and had his school education at Union College, 
Tellippalai. He used to come first in the class on most 
occasions and won class prizes in many subjects and 
some school prizes like best student in Mathematics 
and Science and prize for Art. He entered the Faculty 
of Science, University of Ceylon in June 1954 based 
on the combined University Entrance and Higher 
School Certificate (HSC) Examination conducted 
by the Government and the University of Ceylon in 
December 1953. He was one of the two best candidates 
in the country who obtained a First Division pass with 
distinctions in Pure and Applied Mathematics in that 
Examination. 

Mr. Kunaratnam was selected to pursue both 
special courses in Physics and Mathematics based on 
his excellent performance in his first-year examination 
but he opted to follow a specialisation in Physics, 
with Pure Mathematics as subsidiary subject. He 
was blessed to learn Physics and Mathematics 
under eminent senior academics like Professors 
Mailvaganam, Appapillai, and George Dissanayake. 
He also pursued a course of lectures in ‘Mathematical 
Methods for Scientists and Engineers’ which was 
outside his curriculum and was attended by some 
Engineering students including late Professor 
A.Thurairajah. The course on electromagnetic theory 
and mathematical methods which was delivered by an 
American Visiting Lecturer Dr. Leo Baggerly proved 

to be of immense value to him during his postgraduate 
studies at Imperial College, University of London. 
After being a brilliant undergraduate, Mr. Kunaratnam 
graduated with a First Class Honours in Physics in 
1958 winning Dr. Hewavitharne Memorial Prize for 
Physics. 

While serving as Assistant Lecturer in Physics, 
Mr. Kunaratnam’s superiors at the University of 
Ceylon advised him to pursue his postgraduate 
training at the Imperial College, University of 
London as the Department of Physics, University 
of Ceylon had established collaboration with Nobel 
Laureate, Professor Blackett at the Imperial College 
London. Mr. Kunaratnam proceeded to London 
on 12 September 1960 from Colombo harbour for 
pursuing his postgraduate research programme at 
the Department of Geophysics, Imperial College, 
University of London under Professor J. M. Bruckshaw 
and Professor R. G. Mason who discovered the linear 
pattern of magnetic anomalies in the Northeast Pacific. 
Mr. Kunaratnam reached there after two weeks of 
ship journey and commenced his studies in October 
1960. Within three months at Imperial College, he was 
successful in writing his first computer program for 
power spectral analysis in a combined machine and 
auto code language for the Ferranti Mercury computer 
after reading books on computer programming and 
numerical methods for computers. His supervisors 
were delighted by his speedy and accurate work. In all 
possible cases, he obtained satisfactory solutions in a 
matter of seconds and his supervisor told him once that 
he took several days to obtain one solution by trial. It 
should be noted that the storage capacity and speed of 
the computers at that time were two or three orders of 
magnitude lower than the same of modern computers. 
High level languages were not fully developed and 
computers of different makes used different machine 
languages or auto codes. 

Emeritus Professor Kanthia Kunaratnam:
 A brilliant academic, an outstanding Scientist and an exceptional Administrator
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In 1963, Kunaratnam was awarded a PhD from 
the University of London as well as the DIC from 
Imperial College. His PhD thesis projected him as 
an outstanding Geoscientist in the world as it formed 
the starting point for a number of other researchers 
including Professor Fred Vine who was one of the 
authors of the groundbreaking paper in Nature and 
his hypothesis is one of the main pillars of Plate 
Tectonics, a global theory of the Earth. In fact, Dr. 
Kunaratnam gave his draft copy of the thesis to Fred 
Vine who was at University of Cambridge as a PhD 
student in 1962. The eminent Professor Fred Vine 
always praised Dr. Kunaratnam’s work and never 
failed to mention the importance of Dr. Kunaratnam’s 
computer programs for his groundbreaking paper. 
He had been referred to by Professor Fred Vine as a 
‘really brilliant Mathematician’ instead of Physicist. 
Many of his research articles on the interpretation of 
magnetic anomalies and on spatial and time variations 
of geometric fields have appeared in international 
journals. One of his papers is still used in teaching 
and research by some institutions and referred to as 
Bruckshaw-Kunaratnam characteristic curves.

Career Path and Professional Achievements

Soon after obtaining his Bachelors Honours 
degree, Mr. Kunaratnam was appointed as an Assistant 
Lecturer in Physics at the University of Ceylon in 1958. 
On his return to Ceylon in 1964 as a PhD holder, Dr. 
Kunaratnam was posted to the University of Ceylon, 
Peradeniya where he served as a Senior Lecturer for 
five years. Then he got transferred to the University of 
Ceylon, Colombo in 1969 where he served until March 
1975. In April 1975, Dr. Kunaratnam was appointed 
as the first Professor and Head of the Department of 
Physics in the newly established Jaffna Campus of 
the University of Sri Lanka and was entrusted with 
the task of organising and developing the Department 
of Physics, University of Jaffna. He was one of the 
pioneer academics of this University. He worked 
with vigour and organised the department well. He 
established a well-equipped mechanical workshop in 
the department which catered the needs of the entire 
university.

Professor Kunaratnam served as the Dean of the 
Faculty of Science from January 1977 to May 1978 
and January 1984 to November 1988. Under his 
guidance the Faculty developed rapidly.

Based on confidence in Professor Kunaratnam’s 
administrative capability and his track record in 
academics and research, as well as the recommendation 
of the Council, Her Excellency, the then President, 
appointed him as the Vice Chancellor of the University 
for three years starting in April 1994. He served as Vice 
Chancellor during a critical period in the University’s 
history, marked by the unrest and political instability 
in the region.

Contribution to Science Education

Professor Kunaratnam has always been admired 
by his students as a good and dedicated teacher. I am 
proud to have been one of his students. He was sincere 
and methodical in whatever he taught. These qualities 
had an impact on his students. For more than four 
decades, Professor Kunaratnam trained hundreds of 
Physics graduates, many of whom are holding high 
positions in Universities, Research Institutions and 
Government Departments in Sri Lanka and abroad. 

During his first term as Dean of the Faculty of 
Science, he resigned the post after 17 months merely 
to contribute for introducing the specialisation in 
Physics for undergraduates offering Physics as their 
core subject. As a person well-trained in the use of 
computers for analysing geomagnetic data, Professor 
Kunaratnam showed a keen interest in developing 
computing in this University and served as founder 
Head of the Department of Computer Science. 

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of 
Knowledge 

While he was serving as Assistant Lecturer 
in Physics, he interacted with a team from the 
Canadian Geophysical Survey which carried out an 
aeromagnetic survey of Sri Lanka in 1958. He was 
successful in interpreting their data and impressed 
the team headed by Dr Hood as well as his senior 
colleagues, Professors Appapillai and Mailvaganam. 
Later he became interested in time variations of the 
earth’s magnetic field. Soon after, he made continuous 
records of the variations of the horizontal component 
of the earth’s magnetic field in Colombo using an 
electromechanical calculator and jointly presented two 
papers, one in 1959 and the other in 1960 at the annual 
sessions of the Ceylon Association for Advancement 
of Science. The papers were concerned with the 
solar, lunar and seasonal effects on the magnetic field 



-142-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

variations. This was his first exposure to research in 
Sri Lanka. 

One year after he left Imperial College with a PhD 
degree, one of his supervisors Professor Mason wrote 
to him as follows: ‘In any case your work ought to be 
published. We have had several enquiries about your 
programs and it is a pity for them to be made use of 
without you receiving the proper credit’ while the other 
supervisor Prof Bruckshaw too wrote him as follows: 
‘I think it would be excellent if you were to write up 
some more of your PhD work for publication. There 
is no doubt that the use of computers is increasing in 
this sort of work and there is no harm in indicating that 
you and this department did some of the early work’. 

Professor Kunaratnam visited various prestigious 
universities / research institutions in the UK, Italy, 
Malaysia, India, Pakistan, Yugoslavia and USA by 
wining prestigious awards and fellowships such 
as Commonwealth Universities Academic Staff 
Fellowship, UK, Associateship of the ICTP, Italy 
and the Developing Country Fellowship of the Royal 
Society of London, UK for collaborative research/
presenting papers. 

Professor Kunaratnam also took keen interest in 
encouraging local research. He carried out extensive 
research in alternate energy resources. During his 
retirement period, the department managed to establish 
a well-equipped best solar cell research laboratory in 
the country by winning research grants worth of 
30 million rupees from National and International 
funding agencies. 

Contribution to Development of Department /
Faculty/University/Country

Soon after the submission of his doctorate thesis, 
he had been asked by one of his supervisors, Professor 
Mason, whether he had to really go back to Ceylon and 
told that they would be glad to keep him at Imperial 
College as long as he liked. But he replied to his 
supervisor that he wanted to serve the country and 

would like to return to Ceylon as early as possible. 
The outstanding scientist later sacrificed his research 
career as he had always contributed to the development 
of new departments or departments that were grossly 
understaffed. There was neither time nor facilities to 
carry out research or write papers. 

He was an active member of the Campus Board, 
the Senate and the Council for several years from the 
inception of the University and was also a member of 
several sub committees of these bodies. He was also 
a member of the Standing Committee of the UGC on 
Physical Science (1983-93) and on University Staff 
Service (1985-93). Professor Kunaratnam also served 
as a member in several national committees. 

In October 1995, when there was a mass exodus 
of the entire population of Jaffna and people were 
trekking their way to Vadamaradchi, Thenmaradchi 
and Vanni as refugees, Professor Kunaratnam acted 
swiftly in his capacity as the Vice Chancellor to 
safeguard the interests and welfare of the staff and 
students of the University. He toiled hard and ensured 
that the University remained functioning and that all 
the staff members in the University were paid their 
salary on time every month. Although the situation 
was tense and not conducive for academic activities, 
Professor Kunaratnam, having understood the 
desperate plight of the final year students who were 
displaced at the time when they were about to sit their 
final examinations, made arrangements to conduct 
the final examinations in Arts, Science and Medicine 
at Chavakachcheri, Kilinochchi and Vavuniya to 
enable the final year students to complete their degree 
programmes without further delay. 

There are events in every life that test one’s courage, 
commitment and resolve. Professor Kunaratnam rose 
to his challenge with exemplary dignity and strength 
during the good and bad times. His integrity as an 
academic leader and his relentless drive set a standard 
that should be an example to all of us.

Professor Punniamoorthy Ravirajan 
Dean of the Faculty of Science and 

Senior Professor of Physics, University of Jaffna 
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variations. This was his first exposure to research in 
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that should be an example to all of us.

Professor Punniamoorthy Ravirajan 
Dean of the Faculty of Science and 

Senior Professor of Physics, University of Jaffna 
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Background of Education and Academic 
Accomplishments

Professor V.K. Ganesalingam was a distinguished 
scholar who began his academic journey with a 
BSc Special in Zoology from the Colombo Campus 
of the University of Ceylon in 1962. His quest for 
knowledge led him to the University of Hawaii, where 
he completed his MSc in 1965. He then proceeded to 
University College London (UCL) of the University 
of London, where he earned his PhD in 1969 under 
the guidance of Dr. R. C. Fisher. His academic journey 
was marked by excellence and dedication, setting the 
foundation for his illustrious career in Zoology.

Professional Achievements
Professor Ganesalingam joined the Jaffna Campus 

of the University of Ceylon as the founding Professor 
and Head of the Zoology Department in 1975. Over 
the years, he held numerous prestigious academic 
and administrative positions, including serving 
as the Dean of the Faculty of Science and Acting 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna. His 
leadership and vision played a crucial role in shaping 
the academic landscape of the University of Jaffna, 
making significant contributions to its growth and 
development.
Contribution to Science Education/Teaching

Professor Ganesalingam was an exemplary teacher 
known for his meticulous preparation and delivery of 
lectures. His teaching methods were innovative and 
engaging, earning him widespread acclaim from his 
students. Specializing in entomology with a focus on 
pest control, he brought a wealth of knowledge and 
expertise to his students. His dedication to teaching 
was evident in his efforts to ensure that students could 
complete their degree programs on time, even under 
challenging conditions such as the economic blockade 
and absence of electricity in northern Sri Lanka during 
the early 1990s.

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of 
Knowledge

As a researcher, Professor Ganesalingam made 
significant contributions to the field of Zoology. 
His research was characterized by novelty and 
innovation, particularly in the area of pest control. He 

published numerous books and articles that reflected 
his scholarly achievements. Under his guidance, the 
Zoology department at the University of Jaffna became 
one of the most prolific departments in the university. 
His research not only advanced scientific knowledge 
but also had practical applications in addressing real-
world problems.
Contribution to the Development of Department/
Faculty/University/Country

Professor Ganesalingam played a pivotal role in the 
development of the Zoology department, the Faculty 
of Science, and the University of Jaffna as a whole. 
His leadership and vision transformed the department 
into a center of excellence. Beyond the university, his 
contributions to the field of science education in Sri 
Lanka were immense. He was a founding member and 
the first secretary of the Jaffna Science Association 
(JSA), where he played a key role in promoting science 
education in schools and the broader community.
Recognised Community Outreach Activities

Professor Ganesalingam was deeply committed 
to community service and humanitarian work. As 
the Chairman of the Sri Lanka Red Cross Society, 
he risked his own safety to provide medical aid to 
victims of aerial bombardment and artillery shelling 
in war-affected areas. He also advocated for the rights 
and well-being of Sri Lankan Tamils in international 
forums. His dedication to community service extended 
to his students, whom he supported and motivated, 
even under the most challenging circumstances.

Professor V.K. Ganesalingam’s legacy is one 
of profound dedication to education, research, 
and community service. His contributions to the 
University of Jaffna, the field of Zoology, and the 
broader scientific community are deeply cherished. 
He will be remembered as a compassionate teacher, an 
innovative researcher, and a courageous humanitarian 
who made a lasting impact on countless lives. His 
life’s work embodies the essence of the biblical verse 
he cherished: “I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 
4:7). The academic and scientific community of 
Jaffna University will forever honor his memory and 
contributions. 

Professor V.K. Ganesalingam:
 An Academic Icon

Professor Sinnathamby Noble Surendran
Senior Professor of Zoology, University of Jaffna



-144-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

Professor Sivapathasundaram Mageswaran, one 
of the pioneers of this University, was the founding 
Head of the Department of Chemistry. He also served 
as the Dean of the Faculty of Science in addition to 
his academic career as Senior Lecturer followed by 
Professor and Senior Professor of Chemistry. He left us 
on 2 February 1998, at the age of 55, while in service. 

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran, the beloved 
wife of Professor Mageswaran and fondly known 
as ‘Miss’ to her students and within the University 
community, also served at the University in different 
capacities such as Head of the Department of 
Chemistry and Rector of Vavuniya Campus in addition 
to her academic career as Lecturer followed by Senior 
Lecturer, Professor and Senior Professor of Inorganic 
Chemistry before retirement. She passed away on 17 
April 2022 in London, at the age of 77, after 34 years 
of service and twelve years of retired life.

Background of Education and Academic 
Accomplishments 

Professor Mageswaran was born in Kokuvil on 
28 March 1942 as the eldest child in a family of eight 
children and had his school education at the Kokuvil 
Hindu College. His classmates remember him as an 
exceptionally gifted all-round student. He played 
cricket and football. He was a talented spinner and 
had a big fan group for his batting. He entered the then 
University of Sri lanka, Colombo in 1962, pursued the 
special degree course in  

Chemistry and was awarded a Bachelor of Science 
Honours degree in Chemistry in 1966. Soon after 
graduation, he joined the then University of Ceylon, 
Peradeniya as an Assistant Lecturer and left for the 
UK in 1968 for postgraduate studies. Before leaving 
for the UK, Professor Mageswaran got registered to be 

married to Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran, the love 
of his life. He completed his MSc and PhD degrees 
at the University of Sheffield, United Kingdom in 
1969 and 1972 respectively. He was awarded a travel 
scholarship by the Nuffield Foundation (1978-1979) 
and a Commonwealth Academic Staff Fellowship 
(1987-1988) to carry out research work on crown 
ethers and enzyme models at the University of 
Liverpool, UK.

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran (nee Rajeswary 
Subramaniam) was born on 22 June 1945 in Karanavai 
North as the second child and the only girl child 
in a family of four children and had her school 
education at the Udupiddy American Mission 
College and then at the Hartley College, Point Pedro 
followed by her undergraduate education at the then 
University of Ceylon, Peradeniya. She launched her 
distinguished academic journey with a BScHons 
Degree in Chemistry from the said university in 1968 
followed by a PhD in Organometallic Chemistry from 
the University of Sheffield, UK in 1972. She possessed 
several postdoctoral experiences at the Universities of 
Liverpool (1978-1979, 1984, 1995-1996) and Oxford 
(2004) in the United Kingdom and University College, 
Dublin (1988, 1990) in the Republic of Ireland. 

Career Path and Professional Achievements

After serving at the then University of Ceylon, 
Peradeniya from 1966 - 1975, Professor Mageswaran 
joined the Faculty of Science of University of Jaffna as 
one of its pioneers on 19 May 1975 and served there 
until his untimely demise on 2 February 1998. He 
joined the newly established University of Jaffna as 
founding Head of Department of Chemistry in 1975, 
and was promoted to Professor of Chemistry in 1979 
and Senior Professor of Chemistry subsequently in 
recognition of his contributions to the academic, 

Late Emeritus Professors 
Sivapathasundaram Mageswaran & Rajeswary Mageswaran: 

Great Souls of Dedication and Sacrifice
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University of Ceylon, Peradeniya. She launched her 
distinguished academic journey with a BScHons 
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After serving at the then University of Ceylon, 
Peradeniya from 1966 - 1975, Professor Mageswaran 
joined the Faculty of Science of University of Jaffna as 
one of its pioneers on 19 May 1975 and served there 
until his untimely demise on 2 February 1998. He 
joined the newly established University of Jaffna as 
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and was promoted to Professor of Chemistry in 1979 
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administrative and research activities at the University. 
Following his untimely demise on 2 February 1998, 
the University of Jaffna honoured him with an 
Honorary Doctor of Science degree and Emeritus 
Professorship posthumously at the Convocation held 
on 4 October 1998. He was the founding Head of 
Department of Chemistry and had dedicated almost 
15 years of his service as the Head of Department 
of Chemistry. Further, he served as the Dean of the 
Faculty of Science for two consecutive terms (March 
1991 - October 1996) during the most difficult periods 
in the history of the university and guided the faculty 
with resolve, tact and caution. Also, he functioned 
as an elected member to the University Council and 
the Management Committee of the then Vavuniya 
Campus and served on several selection boards and 
committees. 

While undertaking the above responsibilities, 
he left an indelible mark as a person who worked 
on principles and never gave up his principles. His 
principles were not founded merely on the regulations 
or by-laws, but by the higher philosophies that guided 
the development of those laws and regulations. 
Also, he was well versed on the rules, regulations, 
norms, procedures and traditions and ensured that 
any ambiguity in the interpretation of regulations 
did not lead to dilution of standards. Though he was 
committed to justice, he always approached the 
problems of the students and the staff with sympathy. 
Professor Mageswaran was a man of unblemished 
record of integrity. He fought to ensure that the 
University of Jaffna maintained high standards in 
education and administration although, at times, this 
earned him the annoyance of many. 

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran served at the 
Peradeniya Campus of the then University of Sri 
lanka for eight years (1968-1976) before joining the 
newly established University of Jaffna as a Lecturer 
in Inorganic Chemistry on 1 April 1976 to assist in 
developing the institution. Subsequently, she was 
promoted to Senior Lecturer in 1980, Professor of 
Inorganic Chemistry in 1986 and Senior Professor 

of Inorganic Chemistry in 1993 in recognition of her 
contributions to the academic, administrative and 
research activities at the University. She retired from 
the University service in 2010, and the University 
of Jaffna honoured her with an Honorary Doctor 
of Science degree and Emeritus Professorship at 
the Convocation held on 6 October 2011. As an 
able academic administrator, Professor Rajeswary 
Mageswaran served as the Head of the Department 
of Chemistry of University of Jaffna for more than 
ten years during the most challenging period in the 
Northern Sri Lanka and Rector of the then Vavuniya 
Campus of the University of Jaffna for three years 
effective from 2003. Her resourceful contributions to 
the uplifting of the Department of Chemistry and the 
then Vavuniya Campus will be remembered forever.

Contribution to Science Education

Professor Mageswaran loved the subject Chemistry 
and taught it with drive and passion. He never teaches 
a topic as a collection of facts and information. He 
goes to the fundamental questions that led to the 
development of the said topic, then teaches its logical 
growth with sound reasoning and finally makes the 
learners appreciate the philosophy behind it. Whether 
it was a topic from his own field of specialization or 
whether it was a new topic he was covering because of 
the lack of staff, he taught them at the same standard 
and made them equally enriching. Science was no 
longer a mystery in his class. At the examinations, 
his questions were fair and promoted deep learning, 
ensuring the achievement belonged to the learner. The 
external examiners in the UK constantly praised him 
for maintaining a very high standard even during a 
period of colossal difficulties caused by the unsettled 
condition prevailed in the region. He had a very good 
memory power and remembered the details of all 
the students in the faculty: their family conditions, 
performance at examinations, attendance at classes, 
their interest in extra-curricular activities, etc. While 
going through the answer scripts of students and by 
looking at the index number, he could recall how 
that student had performed in other papers and in 
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the past examinations. It was painful to him when he 
saw a good student scoring lower marks or a weak 
student failing repeatedly. Sometimes students cut 
their classes and wander around the Jaffna town. If 
Professor Mageswaran saw them, he would remind 
them about their lecture at that time and question 
them as to why they were outside. Whenever the 
students face any problem in their studies or personal 
life, he was there to listen. He gave them his time and 
inspiration generously. 

In the first encounter with Professor Rajeswary 
Mageswaran, students perceived her as a calm and 
soft-spoken lady with her trademark spectacles. 
However, they soon discovered her friendly nature 
and caring spirit behind the ‘no-nonsense’ exterior. 
She was passionate about teaching and diligently 
prepared her students for their future endeavors. While 
serving as the Rector of the then Vavuniya Campus, 
she voluntarily delivered lectures to the BScHons 
degree students of the Department of Chemistry during 
weekends and contributed to the evaluation process 
as well. Although her specialization was in inorganic 
chemistry, she was knowledgeable across the entire 
spectrum of chemistry. She taught physical chemistry 
whenever there was a shortage of specialized staff 
without complaining about the additional workload. 
Furthermore, she made significant contributions to 
publications such as “Chemistry of Organometallic 
Compounds”, “Physical and Theoretical Chemistry”, 
and “Chemistry of Non-aqueous Solvents” for the 
Degree of Bachelor of Science at the Open University 
of Sri Lanka.

The couple upheld the highest academic standards 
in their teaching and evaluation throughout their 
careers, producing graduates of exceptional quality. 
Their skillful teaching, enduring commitment to 
students, and selfless devotion to providing quality 
education have greatly contributed to our current 
success. Words cannot fully convey our gratitude.

Beyond their academic and administrative roles 
at the University of Jaffna, they made significant 

contributions to the development of science and 
education in the Northern region through their 
involvement with the Jaffna Science Association and 
the Field Work Centre in Thondaimanaru. They were 
also active members of the Institute of Chemistry, 
Ceylon. Professor Mageswaran had served in the 
Academic Council of the Institute of Fundamental 
Studies and Research & Publication Committee of 
the Natural Resources, Energy and Science Authority 
(NARESA). Additionally, the couple contributed 
to national examinations, such as the GCE(A/L) 
Chemistry examination, by serving on the question 
paper setting panels and as chief examiners for 
answer script marking. The staff at the Department 
of Examinations in Battaramulla still speak highly 
of their trustworthiness and dedication to their 
responsibilities.

The couple were exceptionally intelligent, 
hardworking, and outstanding professionals with 
impeccable records of integrity. They dedicated their 
entire lives to the betterment and welfare of their 
students at the University of Jaffna. The Department of 
Chemistry was like a second home to them, where they 
cared for hundreds of students both professionally and 
personally, touching their hearts in ways that words 
cannot fully capture.

During the challenging periods in the history of 
Northern Sri Lanka, the couple tirelessly continued 
their service as educators, dedicating themselves to 
helping young students to find their lifelines despite 
sacrificing their own comfort, prestige, security and 
much more while many intellectuals left the country 
for their benefits. If they also had left the country like 
other intellectuals, the career aspirations of many 
students could have been jeopardized, and they 
might have never achieved their goals of pursuing 
higher studies and dream jobs. Despite the difficult 
circumstances, they encouraged students to seek 
overseas postgraduate training to bring out their full 
potential and guided them to obtain fully funded 
scholarships to support their research studies. Many 
undergraduates who chose Chemistry as their field of 
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specialization advanced in their careers, both in Sri 
Lanka and abroad, thanks to the unwavering support 
and guidance of this remarkable couple.

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of 
Knowledge

Professor Mageswaran and Rajeswary Mageswaran 
were exceptionally intelligent and research-focused 
persons. Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran’s research 
interests were on analytical chemistry, organometallic 
chemistry, coordination chemistry and theoretical 
inorganic chemistry, while Professor Mageswaran 
concentrated on natural products chemistry, synthetic 
organic chemistry and physical organic chemistry. 
They carried out pioneering research in the fields 
that are vital to the Northern part of the country, such 
as analysis of groundwater quality and chemistry of 
natural constituents from Palmyrah and seaweeds, 
and disseminated the findings through scholarly 
publications. They received research grants, and 
supervised many students in their postgraduate 
research. However, their research activities faced 
significant challenges after the mid-1990s due to 
the unstable conditions in the region and Sri Lankan 
government restrictions on the transport of chemicals. 

Contribution to Development of Department /
Faculty/University/Country

The academic activities of University of Jaffna 
commenced in the mid-1970s and Professor 
Mageswaran was the youngest among the pioneers 
and proved to be the most enthusiastic and energetic 
among the finest of them. He played a pivotal role 
in shaping this institution into a strong academic 
entity. As the founding Head of the Department of 
Chemistry, he worked tirelessly to produce graduates 
of outstanding quality. Initially, the department was 
located in the undergraduate section of the Jaffna 
College, Vaddukoddai and had to operate with very 
limited resources. Despite these constraints, Professor 

Mageswaran overcame the challenges through his 
diligent effort and dedication. 

It is truly remarkable how Professor Mageswaran 
oversaw the construction of the Chemistry building 
at the Thirunelvely premises of the University while 
managing all his regular duties. He meticulously 
planned every detail of the building and its fixtures, 
ensuring that everything was executed according to 
his vision. On one occasion, while observing from 
a distant building, he noticed a discrepancy in the 
concrete mix ratios. Without hesitation, he stopped the 
work to correct the issue. Each part of this impressive 
building stands as a testament to the Herculean 
effort he invested. In honour of his contributions, the 
University named the building the Mageswaran Block 
following his passing in 1998.

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran was a capable 
and steadfast administrator. Like her husband, she 
was well-versed in governing rules and regulations, 
and she ensured that ambiguity had not compromise 
standards. She served as the Head of the Department 
of Chemistry at the University of Jaffna for over a 
decade during the most challenging period in Northern 
Sri Lanka, and as Rector of the Vavuniya Campus 
from 2003 to 2006. Her invaluable contributions 
to elevating the Department of Chemistry and the 
Vavuniya Campus will always be remembered.

Together, the couple played a crucial role in shaping 
the university into a robust academic institution. The 
Department of Chemistry with its highly qualified 
staff, the state-of-the-art Mageswaran Block, and 
advanced teaching and research facilities stands as a 
testament to the strong foundation they laid through 
their unwavering commitment. They found fulfillment 
in serving others and served as exemplary models of 
dedication, intelligence, and sacrifice. The University 
community is truly fortunate to have witnessed such 
a life of extraordinary service. 

Professor Meena Senthilnanthanan,  
Professor of Chemistry, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka
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Background of Education and Academic 
Accomplishments

Mrs. Navamany Selvarajah was an eminent 
limnologist whose scholarly journey began with her 
family’s prominent legacy in the community. Her 
mother, Ponnammah Arulampalam, was a notable 
leader, and her husband, the late Mr. Selvarajah, was 
an outstanding sports personality. Mrs. Selvarajah’s 
academic career took root when she was recruited 
to the Jaffna Campus of the University of Sri Lanka 
from the Undergraduate Department of Jaffna College 
during the inception of the Department of Zoology 
in Vaddukoddai. She quickly established herself as a 
pioneer of the Faculty of Science at the University of 
Jaffna, playing a crucial role in its early development.
Professional Achievements

Mrs. Selvarajah’s professional journey was 
marked by significant achievements in the field of 
limnology and general zoology. She ascended to the 
position of Associate Professor in Zoology, where 
she was renowned for her dedication and expertise. 
Her work included extensive studies on the ponds in 
Jaffna, and she published numerous articles in reputed 
scientific journals. Her collaboration with the late 
eminent limnologist Professor C.H. Fernando further 
highlighted her professional prowess. Despite limited 
research facilities, she maintained a robust research 
agenda, supervising many postgraduate degrees and 
contributing significantly to the scientific community.
Contribution to Science Education/Teaching

As an educator, Mrs. Selvarajah was exceptional. 
Her command of limnology and general zoology 
made her a sought-after teacher and advisor. She was 
known for her dedication, modesty, and integrity, often 
choosing to share office space rather than occupy a 
private office. Her teaching methods and mentorship 
left a lasting impact on her students. Many, including 
myself, initiated their research careers under her 
guidance. She maintained a connection with her 
students even after retirement, a testament to her 
enduring commitment to education.
Contribution to Research and Dissemination of 
Knowledge

Mrs. Selvarajah’s research contributions were 
significant, particularly in the field of limnology. Her 
studies on the ponds of Jaffna were widely recognized, 

and her publications in scientific journals added 
valuable knowledge to the field. She diligently pursued 
her research interests despite facing infrastructural 
challenges. Her ability to secure collaborations with 
prominent scientists, like Professor C.H. Fernando, 
and to supervise numerous postgraduate degrees, 
underscored her dedication to research and knowledge 
dissemination.
Contribution to the Development of Department/
Faculty/University/Country

Mrs. Selvarajah played a vital role in the 
development of the Department of Zoology at the 
University of Jaffna. As one of the most senior members 
of the department, she contributed significantly to its 
growth and reputation. Her efforts in establishing a 
strong foundation for the Faculty of Science were 
instrumental during the early years of the university. 
Her commitment extended beyond her immediate 
academic environment, as she played a part in the 
broader development of higher education and research 
in the region.
Recognised Community Outreach Activities

In addition to her academic and research 
contributions, Mrs. Selvarajah was known for her 
community outreach activities. Her passion for writing 
stories and poems, including the publication of “A 
Cocktail in English,” showcased her multifaceted 
talents and her desire to engage with the broader 
community. Her legacy in the limnologic fraternity 
and the Jaffna academic community is remembered 
with great respect and affection. Mrs. Selvarajah’s 
integrity, honesty, and dedication to her students and 
colleagues were exemplary, leaving a lasting impact 
that will be remembered for generations.

Mrs. Navamany Selvarajah’s legacy as a 
limnologist, educator, and pioneer of the Faculty 
of Science at the University of Jaffna is profound. 
Her contributions to science education, research, 
and community outreach have left an indelible mark 
on the academic community. Mrs. Selvarajah’s 
modesty, dedication, and integrity serve as an 
enduring inspiration, ensuring that her contributions 
to limnology and the Department of Zoology will be 
remembered forever. 

Mrs. Navamany Selvarajah: 
A Stalwart of Limnology and Zoology

Professor Sinnathamby Noble Surendran 
Senior Professor of Zoology, University of Jaffna 
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Background of Education and Academic 
Accomplishments

Rev. Fr. Dr. Guy Fontgalland Rajendram’s 
academic journey is a testament to his dedication 
and intellectual prowess. He began his education 
at St. Michael’s College in Batticaloa. He pursued 
higher education at Fordham University in New York, 
earning an MSc degree in Biology in 1954. Driven 
by a passion for entomology, he later attended the 
University of California, Berkeley, where he obtained 
his PhD in Entomology in 1974. In addition to his 
scientific studies, Fr. Rajendram also specialized in 
Philosophy, showcasing his diverse academic interests 
and intellectual depth.

Professional Achievements

Fr. Rajendram joined the Department of Zoology at 
the University of Jaffna on July 7, 1979, as a Lecturer 
and quickly rose through the ranks, becoming an 
Associate Professor on January 21, 1989. His expertise 
and dedication to the field of entomology earned 
him a reputation as a leading figure in his discipline. 
He was instrumental in advancing the department’s 
academic standards and research output. His tenure 
at the University of Jaffna was marked by numerous 
professional accomplishments, including significant 
research collaborations and securing prestigious 
research grants.

Significant Contribution to Science Education/
Teaching

As an educator, Fr. Rajendram was renowned for 
his discipline, punctuality, and dedication. He taught 
various aspects of entomology alongside general 
zoology to both undergraduate and honors students. 
His command of the English language and effective 
teaching methods made him a role model for many 

aspiring university academics. His lectures were 
meticulously prepared and delivered, earning him the 
admiration and respect of his students and colleagues 
alike. Fr. Rajendram’s impact on his students extended 
beyond the classroom, as he inspired many to pursue 
careers in science and academia.

Significant Contribution to Research and 
Dissemination of Knowledge

Fr. Rajendram was a leading researcher in 
entomology, focusing on insect physiology, the 
biological control of insects, and mosquito studies. 
His collaborative efforts with international scientists 
and successful acquisition of research grants from the 
National Science Council of Sri Lanka and the Natural 
Resources, Energy, and Science Authority of Sri Lanka 
highlighted his research capabilities. He supervised 
numerous MSc and MPhil students, guiding their 
research and fostering a culture of scientific inquiry 
within the Department of Zoology. His research was 
widely published in reputable journals, contributing 
significantly to the body of knowledge in entomology.

Significant Contribution to the Development of 
Department/Faculty/University/Country

Fr. Rajendram played a crucial role in the 
development of the Department of Zoology, the 
Faculty of Science, and the University of Jaffna as a 
whole. His leadership and vision were instrumental 
during the turbulent period in Jaffna from 1990 to 
1995. He served as a pillar of strength for both the 
faculty and the student community, ensuring the 
continuity of academic activities under challenging 
circumstances. In October 1995, Fr. Rajendram was 
appointed Vice-Chancellor of the Eastern University 
of Sri Lanka, where he continued to make significant 
contributions to the academic and administrative 
growth of the institution.

Rev. Fr. Dr. Guy Fontgalland Rajendram: 
A Legendary Entomologist
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Professor Sinnathamby Noble Surendran 
Senior Professor of Zoology, University of Jaffna 

Recognised Community Outreach Activities

Fr. Rajendram’s commitment to community 
service was evident throughout his career. He was 
awarded several prestigious scholarships, including 
the IRRI Research Scholarship and the British 
Council Sabbatical Award, which facilitated his 
contributions to the academic community and beyond. 
He established a quasi-link research program with the 
University of Wales, Cardiff, and served as the Editor 
of the Vingnanam Journal of Science, published by 
the Faculty of Science at the University of Jaffna. His 
efforts in community outreach, particularly during 
the challenging period in Jaffna, demonstrated his 

dedication to serving others and making a positive 
impact on society.

Rev. Fr. Dr. Guy Fontgalland Rajendram’s legacy 
is one of academic excellence, dedicated service, 
and unwavering commitment to education and 
research. His contributions to the field of entomology, 
his impactful teaching, and his significant role in 
the development of academic institutions in Sri 
Lanka have left an indelible mark on the academic 
community. Fr. Rajendram’s life and work continue 
to inspire and influence future generations of scholars 
and educators, honoring his memory and preserving 
his enduring legacy. 
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Background of Education and Academic 
Accomplishments

Born on May 17, 1933, in Achchuveli, Dr. 
Karthigesu Chitravadivelu pursued his primary 
education at Kathirippai Subramaniya Vidhyalaya 
and Achchuveli Maha Vidhyalaya, and his secondary 
education at Hindu College, Jaffna, and Jaffna College, 
Vaddukottai. He earned his BSc degree from London 
in 1957 and later, his Master’s degree, RN Dr. , and 
PhD in Fisheries Biology from Charles University 
in 1971 and 1972, respectively. Additionally, he 
obtained a Diploma in Education from the University 
of Sri Lanka in 1981, showcasing his commitment to 
continuous learning and educational excellence.

Professional Achievements

Dr. Chitravadivelu began his teaching career at 
Vaiththeeswara College and Chithampara College in 
Jaffna, where he served from 1958 to 1973. In 1980, 
he joined the University of Jaffna as a Lecturer in the 
Department of Zoology. He was promoted to Senior 
Lecturer in 1986 and later became an Associate 
Professor in Zoology in 1993. During his career, he 
also won a postdoctoral fellowship to perform research 
on Fisheries Biology and Culture at University College 
of North Wales, Bangor, UK, from 1988 to 1989.

Significant Contribution to Science Education/
Teaching

Dr. Chitravadivelu was deeply involved in teaching 
and administration at the University of Jaffna. He 
served as the Head of the Department of Zoology 
from 1990 to 1991 and the Head of the Department of 
Botany from 1992 to 1995. Beyond these roles, he was 
instrumental in establishing and nurturing the Centre 
for Development of Fisheries, where he served as the 
founder Coordinator, Director, and later Consultant. 
His efforts in creating a robust educational framework 

significantly benefited the field of Fisheries Science 
and education at the university.

Significant Contribution to Research and 
Dissemination of Knowledge

Dr. Chitravadivelu was a prolific researcher, 
contributing extensively to the field of Fisheries 
Biology and Aquaculture. His work was recognized 
both nationally and internationally, leading to 
numerous collaborations and publications. He 
authored and published many books in both Tamil 
and English, including notable works such as “Man 
– A Special Animal,” “Toad – A Typical Vertebrate,” 
“Cockroach – A Typical Invertebrate,” “Economic 
Biology,” “Shrimp Culture,” “Marine Fisheries – An 
Introduction,” and “Biology of Shrimp and its Culture 
Techniques.” His research findings were published 
in various national and international journals, with 
over 50 research articles and numerous abstracts to 
his name.

Significant Contribution to the Development of 
Department / Faculty / University / Country

Dr. Chitravadivelu’s contributions to the 
development of the University of Jaffna were 
monumental. He was a pioneer in formulating the 
proposal to establish a Faculty of Fisheries in 1992, 
and although it was not immediately realized, his 
vision laid the groundwork for the establishment of 
the Centre for Development of Fisheries in 1998. His 
efforts were further validated when the centre was 
elevated to the Department of Fisheries in 2009. He 
supervised many postgraduate students, significantly 
contributing to human resource development in 
Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences.

Recognized Community Outreach Activities

Dr. Chitravadivelu was deeply committed to 
community outreach and development. He played 

Dr. Karthigesu Chitravadivelu: 
A Dedicated Academic
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Professor Sivashanthini Kuganathan
Senior Professor of Fisheries, University of Jaffna

a crucial role in establishing the Jaffna Science 
Association and was actively involved in organizing 
exhibitions, school science programs, and competitions. 
He also contributed to the Thondaimanaru Field Work 
Centre, where he initiated the culture of milkfish, 
tilapia, and prawns in the Thondaimanaru and Jaffna 
Lagoons. Additionally, he was a resource person in 
numerous local and international training workshops 
and served as a consultant to various national and 
international organizations.

Dr. Chitravadivelu’s dedication to his family, 
his students, and his community was unwavering. 
His legacy continues to inspire and guide future 
generations in the field of Fisheries Science and 
education. His passing is a profound loss to the 
University of Jaffna and the broader academic 
community, but his contributions will be remembered 
and cherished for years to come.
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Background of Education and Academic 
Accomplishments

Professor Ratnam Vigneswaran’s distinguished 
academic journey began with his Bachelor of Science 
Honours degree in Mathematics from the University of 
Jaffna in 1982, where he graduated with Second Class 
Honors. In 1984, he commenced his academic career 
as a Temporary Assistant Lecturer in Mathematics at 
the Eastern University, Sri Lanka (EUSL). By 1987, he 
secured a permanent position as an Assistant Lecturer. 
His academic pursuits led him to the University of 
Sussex, UK, where he earned a PhD in 1991 under 
the British Council Technical Co-operation Training 
Award, defending his thesis on “Iteration Schemes 
for the Implementation of Implicit Runge-Kutta 
Methods.”

Career Path and Professional Achievements
Upon returning to Sri Lanka after completing his 

PhD, Dr. Vigneswaran dedicated over three decades to 
the service of EUSL and later the University of Jaffna. 
At EUSL, he held several pivotal roles, including 
Head of the Department of Mathematics for two terms 
and Head of the Computer Unit for three terms. His 
leadership was instrumental in the development and 
implementation of the BScHons Degree program in 
Mathematics. In recognition of his contributions, 
he was awarded the Commonwealth Fellowship for 
research at the University of Sussex in 2000 and 2001.

In 2004, Dr. Vigneswaran joined the University of 
Jaffna, where he served as the Head of the Department 
of Mathematics & Statistics for two terms and played 
a key role in various academic initiatives, including 
the World Bank-funded IRQUE Project and the 
introduction of the BScHons in Applied Science 
degree program. His leadership extended to his role 
as Dean of the Faculty of Science and subsequently 
as Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna, where 
he oversaw significant developments, including the 
establishment of a new building for the Department 
of Computer Science and the Clean Energy Research 
Laboratory.

Contribution to Science Education
Professor Vigneswaran was deeply committed to 

advancing science education. He was a pivotal figure 
in curriculum development at EUSL, particularly in 

establishing the BScHons Degree in Mathematics. 
His tenure at the University of Jaffna was marked 
by efforts to enhance the quality and relevance of 
undergraduate education through initiatives like the 
IRQUE Project and the introduction of new degree 
programs. As Dean of the Faculty of Science and later 
as Vice-Chancellor, he championed initiatives that 
expanded the infrastructure and resources available 
to students and faculty, furthering the university’s 
mission to provide high-quality education.

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of 
Knowledge

Professor Vigneswaran’s contributions to research 
were significant. He received the Commonwealth 
Fellowship Award for his research at the University 
of Sussex and presented his work at international 
conferences in Canada, the UK, and India. Under 
his leadership, the University of Jaffna organized a 
major international conference in 2019, attracting 
over four hundred researchers, including a substantial 
international contingent. He also played a crucial role 
in establishing the Clean Energy Research Laboratory 
at the University of Jaffna, which continues to 
contribute to the global body of knowledge in the field.

Contribution to Development of Department, 
Faculty, University, and Country

Throughout his career, Professor Vigneswaran 
remained deeply committed to the development of the 
institutions he served. At Eastern University, Sri Lanka 
(EUSL), he played a pivotal role in establishing the 
BScHons Degree in Mathematics and overseeing the 
construction of a temple on the university premises. His 
tenure as Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna 
was marked by significant achievements, including 
the construction of vital infrastructure, such as the 
Department of Computer Science building, funded 
by the World Bank. His leadership in organizing 
international conferences and establishing research 
laboratories not only enhanced the university’s 
reputation but also contributed substantially to the 
advancement of science and education in Sri Lanka.

Professor Vigneswaran’s contributions will 
continue to inspire future generations of scholars and 
educators, particularly in the field of Mathematics. 

Professor Ratnam Vigneswaran: 
A Legacy of Dedication and Excellence

Professor Punniamoorthy Ravirajan 
Dean of the Faculty of Science and Senior Professor of Physics, University of Jaffna 
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Dr. Padmini Krishnarajah, born on March 12, 1952, 
in Mayiliddy, had her schooling primarily in Kandy 
at K/St. Antony’s Convent (1957–1963) and K/ Girls 
High School (1966–1970), with a brief period in Jaffna 
at J/ Skandavarodaya College (1964–1965). A bright 
student, she received a studentship to follow GSQ 
at the University of Peradeniya from 1972 to 1973, 
and subsequently earned her BSc Hons in Zoology 
(1973–1976) from the same university.

From 1980 to 1983, she pursued her MPhil 
studies on holothurians at the University of Jaffna, 
with her thesis titled “Studies on Ecology and Some 
Biology in Sri Lankan Holothurians (Echinodermata: 
Holothuroidea),” earning her MPhil degree in 1984. 
She became a probationary lecturer at the University of 
Jaffna in 1985, and later pursued her PhD at Annamalai 
University (1988–1992), with a dissertation titled 
“Studies on the Dorsal Bodies on the Reproductive 
System in Crytozona belangeri Deshayes (Mollusca: 
Gastropoda: Pulmonata),” which she completed in 
1994.

I would like to share my experience and perception 
regarding Dr. Padmini Krishnarajah madam. I entered 
the Jaffna University during October 1992 and I saw 
her the very first time in the general laboratory of 
the Department of Zoology as a tall, fair lady with 
thick glasses and a smiling face, despite a noticeable 
difficulty in her right arm and leg. 

But with this drawback, she delivered lectures 
and managed practicals very well. Her smartness 
reflected in every action, climbing stairs and delivering 
lectures at the specific place allocated in the time table 
irrespective of either 1st or 2nd floor. She has never 
taken her inability as an excuse to change the lecture 
halls from up to the ground floor and she made all the 
students treat her as a very normal person. Her strength 
in field work was extraordinary. I witnessed her 
walking amidst sandy beaches, climbing mountains 
and managing to get inside a boat. Anyone can admit 
how difficult those tasks are for a person with such a 
physical challenge. 

Later she became my supervisor for my MPhil 
studies which eventually extended to PhD She has 
opened up the fascinating world of amphibians and 

reptiles to me and I had an opportunity to work closely 
with her. I have seen her having daily intake of a 
handful of pills to work as a normal person overcoming 
her sufferings. I learned that she had recovered from a 
minor stroke during childbirth which affected both her 
right arm and leg. Then she adapted to do everything 
with her left arm including writing which was really 
amazing which showed her willpower and courage. 

Besides, she was an active research scholar, 
publishing a number of research abstracts and articles 
in conferences and reputed journals respectively. She 
was a member of echinoderm specialist group in Sri 
Lanka and UK; member of a research advisory board 
in the USA; received the Man Woman of the year 
award in 1997 of USA and life member and editor of 
prestigious scientific committees and journals. 

 I did my postgraduate studies during the period of 
political strife in Jaffna (2001 – 2005) with the terror 
of landmines and pulses of unrests. Mobile phones 
were rare; and the telephone connections available 
only in a few shops. During a “Harthal” day, an owner 
of a communication center where we used to go to 
make calls, came and informed me that a person from 
Colombo made an urgent call to come there. I went 
immediately, her husband Mr. Krishnarajah informed 
me that his wife Dr. Padmini madam was not well and 
he was anxious to know about her, who was residing 
with her sister at Kantharodai. Without hesitation 
despite the curfew –like condition, I rushed to her 
place with my father and found her unconscious. On 
the same night, her sister took her to Colombo in a bus 
with still unconscious state and that was the last time 
I saw her in Jaffna. 

Dr. Padmini Krishnarajah inspired me in many 
ways. She was the first person to initiate PhD studies 
in the Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna, 
unfortunately she was no more when the degree 
was awarded. With all these intellectual brilliances, 
Padmini madam would have lived some more years if 
not her health condition worsened. The destiny crossed 
her path to take her away on 11th December, 2009. 
I remain grateful for the opportunity she provided 
me to pursue in the field of Herpetology and for my 
progress. She will always be in my memory as an 
inspiring figure. 

Dr. Padmini Krishnarajah: 
A Tribute to an inspiring personality

Dr. (Mrs.) Abyerami Sivaruban
Senior Lecturer in Zoology, University of Jaffna
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Background - Education and Academic 
Accomplishments

Dr. Arumaithurai Sivapalan, a distinguished 
academic and researcher, was born on April 15, 1948, 
in Suthumalai North, Manipay, to Mr. Arumaithurai 
and Mrs. Manonmani. He completed his undergraduate 
Honours degree in Botany from the Faculty of Science, 
University of Peradeniya, Kandy, Sri Lanka, in 1973. 
He then pursued his PhD in Plant Pathology at the 
Faculty of Science, University of London, United 
Kingdom, graduating in 1981. His doctoral research on 
the “Effects of Water on the Development of Powdery 
Mildews” was supervised by Dr. B.E.J. Wheeler 
and Professor R.K.S. Wood, marking a significant 
contribution to plant pathology.

Professional Achievements
Dr. Sivapalan began his academic career as the first 

Head of the Department of Botany at the Faculty of 
Science, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka, from 1974 
to 1977. Upon completing his PhD, he returned to 
the University of Jaffna in 1981 as a Senior Lecturer 
(Grade II) and served until 1985. Due to the ethnic 
turmoil and uncertainties in Sri Lanka, he moved 
to the University of Guyana, South America, where 
he lectured from 1985 to 1988. He later settled 
in Melbourne, Australia, where he worked as a 
research scientist in the agriculture sector. In 1992, 
he joined the Brunei Agricultural Research Centre, 
Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Industry 
and Primary Resources, Brunei Darussalam, until 
his diagnosis with lymphoma in 1997 prompted his 
return to Melbourne. Despite his illness, he continued 
contributing to the field as an advisory scientist in 
Australian Quarantine Service - Phyto Disease Control 
Section at Melbourne airport until 2013.

Contributions to Science Education, Teaching, 
Research, and Dissemination of Knowledge

Dr. Sivapalan was renowned for his exceptional 
teaching skills, particularly in Plant Pathology 

and Botany, where he inspired and motivated his 
students. His research work laid a strong foundation 
for future scientific activities at the Department of 
Botany, University of Jaffna. He authored nearly ten 
publications in collaboration with eminent researchers 
locally and internationally, such as Dr. Chithravadivel, 
Professor Theivendirarajah, and Dr. U. Braun. His 
research topics included food and feeding habits of 
Siganus lineatus, the agarophyte Gracilaria edulis, and 
the effects of fungicides on downy mildew disease of 
grapevine caused by Plasmopara viticola.

Contribution to the Development of the 
Department, Faculty and University 

Dr. Sivapalan played a crucial role in developing 
the Department of Botany at the University of Jaffna, 
particularly in plant pathology research. He worked 
closely with the Thirunelveli Agricultural Farm to 
prevent plant disease epidemics, advising on effective 
eradication methods. His efforts significantly benefited 
the local population by preventing economic losses. 
His innovative thinking, visionary spirit, and patient 
leadership were instrumental in advancing the 
department’s research capabilities despite limited 
resources. 

Recognized Community Outreach Activities
Throughout his career, Dr. Sivapalan was 

committed to community outreach and service. 
After migrating to Melbourne, he contributed to the 
agricultural sector and later to the Phyto Disease 
Control Section at Melbourne Airport. His dedication 
extended to mentoring high school students, guiding 
them towards successful academic and career paths. 
His students and colleagues remember him fondly 
for his academic excellence, innovative teaching 
methods, and unwavering commitment to education 
and research. Dr. Sivapalan’s legacy continues to 
inspire and influence the scientific community, and his 
contributions are deeply appreciated by all who had 
the privilege of learning from and working with him.

Dr. Arumaithurai Sivapalan

Dr. Punithavathy Ganeshwaran (nee) Perinpanayagam, (UOJ Alumnus 1981-84), 
Retired Lead Scientist for Haematology & Transfusion Departments, Berkshire and Surrey 

Laboratory manager for UK Health Security Agency
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Introduction:
It  is  a profound privilege and honour to 

commemorate a remarkable life that has illuminated 
the paths of thousands of students across Sri Lanka, 
the USA, and Canada for over half a century with 
unwavering humility, dedication, and devotion. 
Undoubtedly, Professor J. B. Selliah stands out as 
one of the most exceptional educators in Mathematics 
and Statistics. Every student from the inaugural batch 
can attest to the transformation of their Statistics 
course with the arrival of Dr. Balan Selliah. Before 
his appointment as the head of the Department 
of Mathematics and Statistics, the course lacked 
engaging instruction. Dr. Balan Selliah revitalised 
the subject, imbuing it with interest and meaning. 
This article celebrates an extraordinary individual 
who has profoundly impacted thousands of students, 
empowering them to achieve their fullest potential.

Educational Background and Achievements:
Jacob Balan Selliah was born on 15th June 1934 

as the third child of Mr. and Mrs. K. A. Selliah. He 
had five siblings and enjoyed a happy childhood. His 
father was the vice-principal of the renowned Jaffna 
College- one of the most famous schools in the whole 
of Ceylon, and later became its principal. He was also 
a well-known Physics teacher, a disciplinarian and 
an outstanding sportsman. Balan Selliah attended 
his father’s college and proved to be a great son of a 
great father. Young Balan excelled in all his subjects, 
especially Mathematics and Science, consistently 
earning the highest grades. In sports, he also made his 
mark like his father. He played Tennis, Table Tennis, 
Football, and Cricket in school and had the privilege 
of captaining the school cricket team.

In 1953, he entered the University College of 
Ceylon, Colombo to pursue a Special Degree in 
Bachelor of Science. He was fortunate to study 
under Professor Eliyaser, the most distinguished and 
internationally acclaimed mathematician produced by 
Sri Lanka. Balan Selliah participated in both sports and 
athletics at the university, winning colours for Table 

Tennis, Tennis, and Football. He also played cricket at 
the university. In 1956, he graduated with a First-Class 
Honours degree in Mathematics.

After a short career in the Income Tax Department, 
he joined Jaffna College as a mathematics teacher. 
While teaching at Jaffna College, he won a scholarship 
to conduct research at Stanford University in 1960. 
After three years, he earned his PhD in Statistics 
and returned to his alma mater, Jaffna College. He 
strengthened the Department of Mathematics of the 
undergraduate department of Jaffna College, which 
was preparing students from all over Ceylon for the 
BSc (Maths) degree from London University.

In 1973, he was granted sabbatical leave and 
departed for the USA and Canada. From 1973 to 
March 1975, he worked as a lecturer at the University 
of Toronto. During this period, he collaborated 
with Professor Olkin of Stanford University and 
published two research papers. While he was on his 
sabbatical leave, Jaffna College was taken over by the 
Government of Sri Lanka in 1974 to be used as one 
of the campuses of the newly formed Jaffna Campus.

This was a significant setback for the entire 
academic community of Jaffna College, which had 
upheld a Christian cultural tradition for well over a 
century. 

However the University of Sri Lanka extended an 
invitation to Dr. Balan Selliah to join the faculty of 
Jaffna Campus as it was absorbing all the staff at the 
undergraduate department into the new campus. Dr. 
Balan Selliah did not bear any ill will or grudge and 
accepted the offer with magnanimity and agreed to 
serve the newly formed university. Recognising his 
expertise and his up-to-date knowledge in Statistics, 
Jaffna Campus decided to divide the Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics into two departments and 
form a separate department for Statistics and invited 
Dr. J.B. Selliah to be the head of the newly formed 
department.

Life and Legacy of Late Professor Jacob Balan Selliah



-156-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

Introduction:
It  is  a profound privilege and honour to 

commemorate a remarkable life that has illuminated 
the paths of thousands of students across Sri Lanka, 
the USA, and Canada for over half a century with 
unwavering humility, dedication, and devotion. 
Undoubtedly, Professor J. B. Selliah stands out as 
one of the most exceptional educators in Mathematics 
and Statistics. Every student from the inaugural batch 
can attest to the transformation of their Statistics 
course with the arrival of Dr. Balan Selliah. Before 
his appointment as the head of the Department 
of Mathematics and Statistics, the course lacked 
engaging instruction. Dr. Balan Selliah revitalised 
the subject, imbuing it with interest and meaning. 
This article celebrates an extraordinary individual 
who has profoundly impacted thousands of students, 
empowering them to achieve their fullest potential.

Educational Background and Achievements:
Jacob Balan Selliah was born on 15th June 1934 

as the third child of Mr. and Mrs. K. A. Selliah. He 
had five siblings and enjoyed a happy childhood. His 
father was the vice-principal of the renowned Jaffna 
College- one of the most famous schools in the whole 
of Ceylon, and later became its principal. He was also 
a well-known Physics teacher, a disciplinarian and 
an outstanding sportsman. Balan Selliah attended 
his father’s college and proved to be a great son of a 
great father. Young Balan excelled in all his subjects, 
especially Mathematics and Science, consistently 
earning the highest grades. In sports, he also made his 
mark like his father. He played Tennis, Table Tennis, 
Football, and Cricket in school and had the privilege 
of captaining the school cricket team.

In 1953, he entered the University College of 
Ceylon, Colombo to pursue a Special Degree in 
Bachelor of Science. He was fortunate to study 
under Professor Eliyaser, the most distinguished and 
internationally acclaimed mathematician produced by 
Sri Lanka. Balan Selliah participated in both sports and 
athletics at the university, winning colours for Table 

Tennis, Tennis, and Football. He also played cricket at 
the university. In 1956, he graduated with a First-Class 
Honours degree in Mathematics.

After a short career in the Income Tax Department, 
he joined Jaffna College as a mathematics teacher. 
While teaching at Jaffna College, he won a scholarship 
to conduct research at Stanford University in 1960. 
After three years, he earned his PhD in Statistics 
and returned to his alma mater, Jaffna College. He 
strengthened the Department of Mathematics of the 
undergraduate department of Jaffna College, which 
was preparing students from all over Ceylon for the 
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In 1973, he was granted sabbatical leave and 
departed for the USA and Canada. From 1973 to 
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published two research papers. While he was on his 
sabbatical leave, Jaffna College was taken over by the 
Government of Sri Lanka in 1974 to be used as one 
of the campuses of the newly formed Jaffna Campus.

This was a significant setback for the entire 
academic community of Jaffna College, which had 
upheld a Christian cultural tradition for well over a 
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However the University of Sri Lanka extended an 
invitation to Dr. Balan Selliah to join the faculty of 
Jaffna Campus as it was absorbing all the staff at the 
undergraduate department into the new campus. Dr. 
Balan Selliah did not bear any ill will or grudge and 
accepted the offer with magnanimity and agreed to 
serve the newly formed university. Recognising his 
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Life and Legacy of Late Professor Jacob Balan Selliah
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Contribution to Jaffna Campus/ University of 
Jaffna:

Upon joining the faculty as the Head of the 
Department, he undertook a comprehensive update 
of the Statistics syllabus. His recent experiences at 
the University of Toronto and Stanford University 
provided him with valuable insights into how 
advanced statistical knowledge was revolutionizing 
the Investment Banking and Insurance sectors in the 
USA and the West. He integrated numerous units 
from the Institute of Statisticians and the Institute 
of Actuaries into the Mathematics/Statistics degree 
programme at Jaffna Campus, aligning it with 
international standards. This initiative enabled many 
graduates from the University of Jaffna to receive 
subject or unit-wise exemptions from these prestigious 
institutions upon graduation.

He collaborated closely with Professor P. 
Kanagasabapathy to modernize the Mathematics 
curriculum for the second and third years and to 
organise final year projects for Special Degree students 
in Statistics. Their complementary skills fostered a 
cooperative rather than competitive environment, 
which was instrumental in the smooth development 
of the Science Faculty. Their mutual respect and 
collaboration were key factors in the Science Faculty’s 
successful evolution.

During his tenure as Dean of the Faculty of 
Humanities, Professor K. Indrapala was dedicated 
to strengthening the Department of Economics. For 
years, the Economics Departments across the country 
struggled to have their lecturers attain doctoral 
qualifications from foreign universities. These 
foreign institutions required advanced knowledge in 
Mathematics and Statistics, a challenge for lecturers 
from non-mathematical backgrounds who found it 
difficult to adapt to these rigorous demands. Professor 
Indrapala and Dr. Balan Selliah collaboratively 
introduced a new degree program in Economics and 
Econometrics with Statistics. Given the students’ 
strong foundation in Mathematics and Statistics, 
they were well-equipped to grasp the principles of 
Economics and pursue advanced studies in the field. 
Leveraging his personal connections, Dr. Selliah 
arranged for Dr. Mahalingasivam from the Ministry 
of Planning to teach Econometrics to this group.

Dr. Balan Selliah was a paragon of professionalism, 
always impeccably dressed and composed. Unlike 
many academics, he remained well-informed about 
current affairs and continuously updated his knowledge 
of developments within his specialization and industry. 
He extended the students’ learning beyond the lecture 
theatre, encouraging them to engage with the latest 
research and innovations. His influence undeniably 
shifted our perspective from a backward-looking to a 
forward-thinking approach.

As an exceptional sportsman, he inspired students 
to engage actively in sports and other extracurricular 
activities. He possessed an impressive collection 
of advanced statistics books, which he generously 
shared with final-year students. Notable titles included 
Stochastic Processes, Advanced Statistical Analysis, 
Inferential Statistics, Estimation Theory, Non-
Parametric Testing, Markov Chains, and Financial Risk 
Management. Many students found him approachable 
for personal issues, as his door was always open to 
those who needed help. His captivating smile often 
alleviated half their concerns, and his encouraging 
words served as invaluable support for those seeking 
guidance or assistance.

Dr. Balan Selliah was a first-class teacher whose 
lectures were always packed, with students eagerly 
vying for front-row seats. His clear handwriting and 
immaculate notes, crafted with chalk on blackboards, 
were a testament to his dedication. He meticulously 
ensured every student grasped his teachings. Punctual 
to the minute, he began his 11:30-12:30 lectures at 
11:29 and aimed to conclude precisely at 12:30. While 
other lecturers faced a chorus of shoe-thumping if they 
overran, Dr. Selliah’s captivating delivery allowed him 
to extend his sessions by ten to fifteen minutes without 
a single protest. His students were so engrossed in 
his lectures that they lost track of time, maintaining 
pin-drop silence until he set down his chalk. At that 
moment, the spell broke, and the students returned 
from their dreamlike state to reality. Dr. Selliah had 
a unique ability to transport his students to another 
dimension, holding them spellbound throughout his 
lectures.

It is no exaggeration to proclaim that Dr. Balan 
Selliah’s knowledge of Mathematics and Statistics was 
nothing short of profound. His unwavering dedication 
to teaching was truly awe-inspiring. Many of our 
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batchmates were deeply aware of the extraordinary 
service rendered by his father, Mr. K. A. Selliah, to 
generations of students at Jaffna College. We often 
remarked that service ran in the very blood of the 
Selliah family. Without our beloved Dr. Jacob Balan 
Selliah, the Departments of Mathematics and Statistics 
of Jaffna Campus could not have flourished year after 
year, ultimately reaching the zenith of esteem among 
the Mathematics Departments of all six campuses in 
Sri Lanka.

Dr. Balan Selliah was later appointed as Professor 
of Statistics and continued to serve the University of 
Jaffna with unparalleled distinction. In 1983, he took 
a sabbatical leave and returned in 1984 to resume his 
duties. His early retirement and subsequent departure 
from the University of Jaffna marked a profound loss 
for the institution, which could not fully harness his 
immense knowledge and talent until his retirement.

Retirement:
In late 1984, he moved to Canada, where he graced 

the halls of the University of Toronto, York University 
(Ontario), and the present Redeemer University 
(Ancaster) as a senior lecturer and professor for four 
years. In 1988, he joined the Ministry of Environment 
on a two-year contract. The ministry, recognizing his 
invaluable contributions, extended his service for a 
further ten years, and he retired from the ministry 
in 1999. After retirement, he continued to share his 
wisdom as a consultant to Seneca College, before 
finally deciding to bring his illustrious official career 
to an end.

Though retired, his students continued to seek his 
guidance. Whenever former students or staff of the 
University of Jaffna visited Canada, one of their main 
destinations was Professor Balan Selliah’s home. He 
was always overjoyed to welcome his old students 
and reminisce about cherished times. His wife fondly 
recalled that he frequently shared old anecdotes about 
the University of Jaffna or Jaffna College with deep 
affection. Even in his final days, people sought his help 
with Mathematics or contacted him from overseas for 
solutions to mathematical problems. He was always 
happy to oblige, as it kept his brilliant mind active. He 
also embarked on walking expeditions to maintain his 
fitness in his later years.

Final Tribute: 

Wherever and whenever former students of the 
Science Faculty of the University of Jaffna from the 
period before 1983 gather, Professor Balan Selliah’s 
name is always spoken with the utmost reverence and 
affection. Though we are much older now than when 
he was teaching us, the mere mention of his name 
softens our voices and humbles us. His contribution to 
the University of Jaffna was unparalleled and beyond 
measure. His extraordinary intellect, sharp mind, 
creative thoughts and captivating charm made him a 
truly unique individual. His life has left an indelible 
mark on the hearts and minds of all who were fortunate 
enough to come into contact with him. The legacy of 
Professor Balan Selliah will remain fresh in the minds 
of his students forever 

Mr. Kathirithamby. Sivanandan (1st batch), 
Former Senior Lecturer at West London College and Kensington College of Business, UK
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Late Prof. Somasundaram Kandiah was the Head 
of the Department of Botany and the founding Dean 
of the Faculty of Agriculture at the University of 
Jaffna. He was born on 09 September 1936 in Ariyalai, 
located to the East of Jaffna Peninsula and went for 
his secondary education to St. John’s College, Jaffna. 
He completed his Bachelor of Science degree from 
University of Colombo and earned his doctoral 
degree from Wye University of London. His doctoral 
research was focused on developing dwarf types of 
apple trees through plant breeding. He had a long and 
distinguished research and academic career. After 
the completion of his PhD, Prof. Kandiah returned to 
Sri Lanka and joined as a research officer at the Tea 
Research Institute at Talawakale, Sri Lanka. In 1978, 
Dr. Kandiah accepted a position as Senior Lecturer in 
Botany at the Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna. 
At the Faculty of Science, he served as the Head of 
the Department of Botany and was later promoted to 
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then experimenting with new techniques which were 
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Jaffna. In late 1987, he was one of the few brave 
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 One of his great ambitions was to achieve 
substantial progress in research, teaching and outreach 
and to fulfill his vision before the end of his career. 
He was very pleased when he was appointed to the 
Faculty of Agriculture as he could implement many 
of his ideas in the new Faculty. He worked very hard 
despite suffering from attacks of asthma. During 
the hard times of Sri Lankan civil war, he used to 
travel by bicycle from Kilinochchi to Jaffna through 
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On 23 March 1991, Prof. Kandiah met an untimely 
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back to Kilinochchi after attending the senate meeting 
at University of Jaffna. He left behind his wife and 

Prof. Somasunderam Kandiah 
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Dr. Gita Sathianathan 
Former Teaching Assistant Professor at the Pennsylvania State University, and retired as a 

Senior Lecturer from the California State University, Fullerton, California. 

four children. His dedication and commitment to the 
Faculty of Agriculture, is ever remembered by the 
University of Jaffna. 

 Many of his students at the Faculty of Agriculture 
and the Department of Botany remember him as a 
dedicated teacher, tireless researcher, and a committed 
administrator who was very keen to understand and 
solve students’ problems. He has supervised many 
research students on the areas of improvement of 
horticultural crops and palmyra in the northern region. 

He was a source of inspiration and a man of great 
wisdom and understanding. In memory of Professor 
Kandiah, a fund has been set up to provide financial 
support for research activities https://jaffna.tripod.
com/skfund.html. In addition, a Memorial lecture has 
been set up at the Department of Agriculture. Professor 
Kandiah will dwell in the hearts of his numerous 
students and colleagues as a soft spoken and kind 
hearted man, a role model and a paragon of virtue, 
loved by all who chanced to know him.
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Professor Vellupillai Tharmartnam joined the 
University of Jaffna in late seventies at the age of 
forty from the University of Colombo where he had 
made a considerable name for himself as an energetic 
young Professor in Mathematics of great potential. 
In the University of Jaffna, he was soon appointed 
as the Dean of the Faculty of Science in 1978. He 
faced the challenge to lead and develop the Faculty 
of Science further to gain recognition at the National 
and International level at its tender years. He has 
always shown the greatest interest in academic 
affairs. He is famous for his uncompromising attitude 
towards maintaining quality education. He brought 
changes in the Academic course structure to gain 
wider acceptance. He had a great deal of experience 
in administrative and legislative matters pertaining to 
Academic Institutions, which gave him a good stead 
in statutory bodies, viz Senate, Council & UGC. He 
knew what needed to be done for the betterment of 
the Faculty. He was instrumental in drafting many 
sound proposals and contributed immensely to the 
infrastructure development of the Faculty. Most of the 
buildings of the Faculty of Science were put up during 
his tenure as Dean (1978 - 1984). He confidently led the 
Faculty of Science to its prime position in a relatively 
short duration compared with other faculties.

At the eve of Professor Tharnaratnam’s retirement, 
a pang of separation and sadness fell upon us. He is 
a spirited academic man of diverse qualities; a gifted 
teacher, mentor, trusted advisor, natural leader, 
talented administrator, sound debater and excellent 
sportsman.

“The Association of Great Souls is rarely obtained, 
difficult to understand and Infallible”- Narada Muni

I am fortunate to have association with a towering 
personality as Professor Tharmaratnam for twenty-

four years, firstly as a Special degree student in 
Mathematics and then as a Colleague in the Department 
of Mathematics and Statistics. He made Mathematics 
interesting to us and has instilled in us a permanent 
love for Mathematics and longing to carry it further.

“Mathematical Proofs, Like Diamonds, are hard 
as well as clear, and will be touched with Nothing but 
Strict Reasoning”- JOHN LOCKE

His lectures are very original and delightful to 
attend. He comes to lectures without any notes or other 
materials except with a piece of chalk and conducts 
the lectures in a natural and infallible manner. He 
is always precise and very rigorous. He has made 
notable contributions to the National and International 
Mathematical community. He trained and groomed 
several promising Mathematicians and published a 
number of useful theorems in the Field of Near Rings 
and related areas.

By nature, Professor Tharmaratnan is a very calm 
and quite person who avoids unpleasant arguments, 
and speaks authoritatively when occasion arises. 
He was respected by his friends and foes alike. 
Undoubtedly, he is a man of the highest integrity and 
the greatest impartiality.

I also must mention that Professor Tharmaratnam’s 
beloved partner Mrs. Kanageswary Tharmaratnam, 
a charming companion took keen interest in his 
domestic and social duties allowing him to do an 
excellent service to the University during strenuous 
years. We extend our gratitude to her. Finally, I wish 
and pray that the powerful almighty may shed his 
choicest blessing on him and his wife to lead a happy 
and peaceful retired life. 

Emeritus Professor Velupillai Tharmaratnam:
Outstanding Mathematician and Administrator

 

Professor Sivakolunthu Srisatkunarajah 
Vice Chancellor and Professor in Mathematics, Department of Mathematics and Statistics.  
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Professor Rajaratnam Kumaravadivel was born 
on February 3, 1947, in Jaffna. He embarked on 
his academic journey at the University of Ceylon, 
Peradeniya in October 1965, pursuing a General 
Science degree with a focus on Physics and 
Mathematics. He distinguished himself early on, 
achieving First Class Honours in the General Degree 
examination in 1968. This accomplishment led to his 
appointment as a Temporary Demonstrator in Physics 
at Peradeniya in 1968, followed by a promotion to 
Temporary Assistant Lecturer in 1969. Professor 
Kumaravadivel then undertook a honours degree 
program in Physics, securing First Class Honours 
in 1970 and earning the Coomarasamy Memorial 
Prize and the Hewavitharana Memorial Prize for his 
outstanding performance.

In 1971, Professor Kumaravadivel proceeded 
to the University of Bristol, UK, where he pursued 
postgraduate studies in Theoretical Solid-State 
Physics. He was awarded a PhD in 1975. Upon 
returning to Peradeniya in 1976, he played a crucial 
role in addressing the department’s acute shortage of 
qualified teachers, organizing and conducting lectures 
on all theoretical physics topics at the Honours Degree 
level.

Professional Achievements

Professor Kumaravadivel’s career is marked by his 
commitment to academic excellence and leadership. In 
1977, he began commuting from Peradeniya to Jaffna 
under challenging conditions to teach physics on 
weekends at the then Jaffna Campus of the University 
of Sri Lanka. He served as the Lecturer in Charge and 
Head of the Department of Physics at the University 
of Peradeniya from January 1978 to January 1979. His 
role as an External Examiner for the Jaffna Campus 
and the Eastern University of Sri Lanka further 

highlighted his dedication to the advancement of 
physics education in the region.

In April 1980, Professor Kumaravadivel joined 
the Department of Physics at the University of Jaffna 
as a Senior Lecturer. He was promoted to Professor 
of Theoretical Physics in March 1986 at the age of 
39. Over his illustrious career, he trained hundreds 
of physics graduates, many of whom hold prominent 
positions in universities, research institutions, and 
government departments both in Sri Lanka and abroad.

Contribution to Science Education/Teaching

Professor Kumaravadivel was highly regarded by 
his students as an exceptional and dedicated teacher. 
His meticulous planning and methodical approach 
to teaching left a lasting impact on his students. 
He played a pivotal role in drafting the physics 
curriculum at both the University of Peradeniya and 
the University of Jaffna, ensuring the courses met high 
academic standards. His commitment to education 
extended beyond the classroom, as he mentored and 
guided numerous students throughout their academic 
journeys.

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of 
Knowledge

Professor Kumaravadivel’s primary research 
interest lay in the theory of the structure and 
thermodynamic properties of liquid metals and 
liquid metal surfaces. His work earned international 
recognition and commendation from esteemed 
physicists such as Professor J.M. Ziman, FRS (UK), 
Professor J.E. Enderby (UK), Professor W.H. Young 
(UK), Professor Watabe (Japan), and Professor M. 
Tosi (Italy).

The International Centre for Theoretical Physics 
(ICTP) in Italy, a prestigious institution founded by 

Emeritus Professor Rajaratnam Kumaravadivel:
An academic and administrator of the highest calibre
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Nobel Laureate Professor Abdus Salam, appointed him 
as an Associate for two consecutive terms from 1982 
to 1994. Despite the challenging conditions in Jaffna, 
he managed to visit the ICTP twice. In 1991, he was 
awarded a Commonwealth Academic Staff Fellowship 
to pursue research at the Cavendish Laboratory, 
University of Cambridge, further solidifying his 
reputation as a leading researcher in theoretical solid-
state physics. His extensive contributions to the theory 
of liquid metals are widely cited in numerous research 
publications, review articles, and books.

Contribution to the Development of Department /
Faculty/University/Country

Beyond his research and teaching, Professor 
Kumaravadivel was a capable and enthusiastic 
administrator. He served as Head of the Department 
of Physics for nearly a decade and led the Computer 
Unit for a time. His leadership was instrumental 
in the Faculty of Science’s development, securing 
grants worth over 200 million rupees from the World 
Bank and other national funding agencies. Elected as 
Dean of the Faculty of Science four times and serving 
in that capacity for 11 years, he steered the faculty 
through challenging periods, fostering growth and 
academic excellence. From June 2006 to December 
2007, Professor Kumaravadivel served as acting 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna during 
a tumultuous time. His steadfast leadership ensured 
the university continued to function effectively, 
maintaining high standards, values, and principles. 
Although he was nominated three times by the 
University Council as one of their nominees, twice as 
their first nominee, for the post of Vice-Chancellor, his 
uncompromising stance and independence prevented 
his appointment. Nevertheless, his contributions to the 
university, particularly the Faculty of Science and the 
Department of Physics, were immense and enduring. 
As an administrator he was known to be a strict 
disciplinarian, methodical in planning and execution, 
a remarkable fund raiser and an uncompromising 

administrator fixated on first principles. It is these 
qualities that led him to be appointed to the University 
Grants Commission which he served for five years 
between 2015 and 2020. At the UGC he was tasked 
with various reform efforts and was also appointed to 
its Management Committee.  

Professor Kumaravadivel’s influence extended 
beyond academia into community service. His 
commitment to the welfare of the university community 
was evident during his tenure as Vice-Chancellor, 
where he prioritized the interests of staff and students 
amidst difficult circumstances. His leadership ensured 
that academic activities continued smoothly. 

Following the 1977 riots, during which the Kuinchi 
Kumaran Temple (University of Peradeniya) was 
severely damaged, Prof. Kumaravadivel as a young 
academic gave leadership to renovating the temple 
and performing its consecration ceremony. From 
1972 he has functioned as the Trustee of the Viloonry 
Vinayagar Temple in Jaffna. Prof. Kumaravadivel is 
a much respected Hindu Leader in Jaffna owing to his 
meticulous management of the Viloonry Vinayagar 
Temple. He served as Editor of the Hindu Organ, a 
publication of the Saiva Paripalana Sabai for close 
to four years. When the Keerimalai Holy Tank was 
closed during the war Prof. Kumaravadivel along with 
the then Government Agent of Jaffna took pioneering 
efforts to renovate and reopen the Viloonri Holy 
Tank in 1994 which for the last 20 years has been 
providing services to the Hindu populous of Jaffna to 
perform their holy rites to their dear departed. Prof. 
Kumaravadivel’s career in science and religion is an 
inspirational testament to how both can harmoniously 
co-exist. 

Professor Kumaravadivel’s unwavering commit 
-ment to academic excellence, research, and the 
development of the University of Jaffna is beyond 
any comparison. His legacy continues to inspire and 
guide future generations of physicists, academics and 
university administrators. 

Professor Punniamoorthy Ravirajan 
Dean of the Faculty of Science and Senior Professor of Physics, University of Jaffna 
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Background of Education and Academic 
Accomplishments

Born on January 28, 1951, Professor Kathirgamana 
-than Kandasamy entered the University of Peradeniya 
in 1970 to pursue a four-year special degree in Physics. 
He graduated with upper second-class honours, 
demonstrating early on his strong aptitude for the 
subject. Following his graduation, he was appointed 
as an Assistant Lecturer in Physics at the University 
of Peradeniya in March 1974. In June 1975, he joined 
the newly established Jaffna Campus of the University 
of Sri Lanka as an Assistant Lecturer in Physics. His 
quest for further knowledge took him to the United 
Kingdom in 1977, where he conducted postgraduate 
research on the Metal-Hydrogen system at the 
University of Keele under the supervision of Professor 
N.A. Surplice, earning his PhD in 1980.

Professional Achievements

Upon completing his PhD, Dr. Kandasamy 
returned to the University of Jaffna, where he 
collaborated closely with Professors Kumaravadivel 
and Kunaratnam to uphold and enhance the standards 
of physics courses. He played a crucial role in 
organizing and developing the Department of Physics, 
demonstrating exceptional dedication by establishing 
undergraduate laboratories and a well-equipped 
mechanical workshop that served the entire university. 
Despite the loss of equipment during the mass exodus 
of October 1995, he worked tirelessly to rebuild these 
facilities in the late 1990s.

His commitment and excellence in academics and 
research earned him steady promotions, culminating 
in his appointment as Senior Professor of Physics in 
2007. Over his illustrious career spanning more than 
four decades, Professor Kandasamy trained thousands 
of physics graduates, many of whom have gone on 
to hold prominent positions in academia, research 

institutions, and government departments both in Sri 
Lanka and internationally.

Contribution to Science Education/Teaching

Professor Kandasamy was highly regarded as a 
dedicated and hardworking teacher, always available 
to assist students and junior colleagues. He taught 
almost all the course units offered by the department 
over 42 years, leaving an indelible mark on countless 
students. His meticulous approach to teaching and 
his willingness to clear doubts at any time earned 
him admiration and respect from both students and 
peers. His efforts in organizing and developing the 
Department of Physics significantly enhanced the 
quality of education provided by the university.

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of 
Knowledge

Professor Kandasamy’s research abilities have 
been recognized both nationally and internationally. 
He was appointed as an Associate of the International 
Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP) in Italy, a 
prestigious institution founded by Nobel Laureate 
Professor Abdus Salam and sponsored by UNESCO 
and IAEA. His research and teaching activities took 
him to various institutions around the world, including 
the University of Durham, Queen Elizabeth College 
in London, the University of Science in Malaysia, 
the University of Edinburgh, and the University of 
Cambridge, among others.

He held numerous honors and fellowships, 
including the Commonwealth Universities Academic 
Staff Fellowship, the Associateship of the ICTP, and the 
Developing Country Fellowship of the Royal Society 
of London. He participated in several seminars, 
conferences, and workshops, and made study visits 
to countries such as India, Pakistan, Yugoslavia, 
Italy, and Thailand contributing significantly to the 

Emeritus Professor Kathirgamanathan Kandasamy:
An outstanding researcher and a dedicated Academic
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global dissemination of knowledge. He spent his 
sabbatical leave periodically to pursue collaborative 
research work at the Queens University of Belfast, 
UK, the Academy of Sciences, Czechoslovakia 
and University of Kyushu, Japan in 1987, 1990 & 
1997, respectively by receiving flelloships from the 
respective universities. 

Contribution to the Development of Department 
/Faculty/University/Country

Professor Kandasamy was deeply committed 
to the development of the University of Jaffna. He 
served as Head of the Department of Physics and 
Dean of three faculties: Graduate Studies, Science, and 
Technology. His leadership during difficult periods 
was instrumental in steering these departments and 
faculties towards growth and development. He played 
a vital role in establishing undergraduate laboratories 
and a mechanical workshop, which were crucial for 
the university’s functioning.

His contributions were recognized by his 
appointments to various key positions. He was an 
active member of the Campus Board, the Council, 
and the Senate for several years, and served on 
numerous standing committees of these bodies. His 
leadership and administrative skills were further 
acknowledged when he was nominated for the post of 

Vice-Chancellor twice, in 2005 and 2008. He served 
as a Competent Authority of the University of Jaffna 
from May 2019 to August 2020. 

Recognized Community Outreach Activities

In addition to his academic and administrative 
roles, Professor Kandasamy was deeply involved 
in community outreach activities. He was a pioneer 
member of the National Research Council (NRC), 
appointed by the then President of Sri Lanka in 1999, 
with his membership being renewed six times. He 
played a significant role in training Tamil medium 
physics teachers and chaired a committee that 
prepared a glossary of technical terms in physics. 
His contributions extended beyond the university, 
impacting the wider community and advancing 
physics education in the country.

Professor Kandasamy’s career is a testament to 
his unwavering commitment to academic excellence, 
research, and the development of the University of 
Jaffna. His legacy continues to inspire and guide 
future generations of physicists and academics. 
His retirement marks the end of an era, but his 
contributions to physics education and the University 
of Jaffna will be remembered and cherished for years 
to come. 

Professor Punniamoorthy Ravirajan 
Dean of the Faculty of Science and Senior Professor of Physics, University of Jaffna
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global dissemination of knowledge. He spent his 
sabbatical leave periodically to pursue collaborative 
research work at the Queens University of Belfast, 
UK, the Academy of Sciences, Czechoslovakia 
and University of Kyushu, Japan in 1987, 1990 & 
1997, respectively by receiving flelloships from the 
respective universities. 
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Background - Education and Academic 
Accomplishments

Professor K. Theivendirarajah, a distinguished 
figure in the field of Botany, began his academic 
journey at Jaffna Central College in Jaffna, Sri 
Lanka. He graduated from the University of Ceylon, 
Colombo, with a BSc degree in Botany in 1963. 
Immediately after graduation, he embarked on 
his teaching career as an assistant lecturer at the 
University of Peradeniya. In 1966, he moved to 
London, UK, to pursue his graduate studies and was 
awarded a PhD in Microbial Genetics from Queen 
Mary College, University of London, in October 
1969. His doctoral research on the “killer character” 
of yeast (Saccharomyces cerevisiae), supervised by 
Prof. E.A. Bevan contributed significantly to the field 
of microbial genetics.

Professional Achievements
Upon returning to  Sr i  Lanka,  Professor 

Theivendirarajah resumed his academic career at 
the University of Peradeniya, where he served as a 
lecturer and senior lecturer until 1978. During this 
period, he pioneered the teaching of genetics and 
molecular biology at Sri Lankan universities, inspiring 
many students to pursue research in these fields. In 
July 1978, he joined the University of Jaffna as a 
Professor and Head of the Department of Botany, 
a position he held until 1992. His tenure included a 
year at the University of Cambridge (1978-1979) 
as a Commonwealth Fellow, researching genetic 
recombination in Sordaria brevicollis with Dr. H.K. 
Whitehouse. In 1986-1987, he collaborated with Dr. 
B.C. Lamb at the University of London, Imperial 
College, on gene conversion in Ascobolus immersus.

Contributions to Science Education, Teaching, 
Research, and Dissemination of Knowledge

At  the  Univers i ty  o f  Ja ffna ,  P rofessor 
Theivendirarajah was instrumental in establishing 
graduate studies in the Faculty of Science. He 
supervised two PhD and four MPhil students, 
significantly advancing the department’s research 

output. His contributions to genetics and microbiology 
included numerous research studies on the 
microbiology of palm juice fermentation, culminating 
in his book “Palmyrah Palm – A Monograph” in 2008. 
His innovative teaching techniques and dedication to 
disseminating knowledge have left a lasting impact on 
his students, many of whom have become prominent 
researchers and academics worldwide.

Contribution to the Development of the 
Department, Faculty and University

Professor Theivendirarajah’s leadership in the 
Department of Botany at the University of Jaffna was 
marked by significant academic and administrative 
achievements. He played a crucial role in organizing the 
department and implementing effective management 
practices. His commitment to fairness and integrity 
was evident when he voluntarily stepped down as 
department head to ensure a fair investigation into 
an allegation, which was later proven baseless. His 
bilingual proficiency in Tamil and English enhanced 
his teaching effectiveness, ensuring clear and precise 
communication in both languages. Despite the 
challenges posed by the civil war in Sri Lanka, he 
continued to contribute to the development of the 
department and the university.
Recognized Community Outreach Activities

After migrating to Canada in 1992, Professor 
Theivendirarajah worked as a charge microbiologist 
at Alpha Laboratories in Toronto until his retirement 
in 2011. He founded the Jaffna University Alumni 
Association (JUAA Canada) and served as President 
of the Sri Lanka Graduate Association (SLGA) in 
Canada. His active involvement in these organizations 
included career counseling and guidance for high 
school students, helping them choose suitable 
educational paths. As President of the Jaffna Central 
College OBA Canada, he remained dedicated to 
his alma mater. His students fondly remember his 
academic prowess, innovative teaching methods, and 
unwavering commitment to education and guidance. 
They remain grateful for his contributions and wish 
him and his family a long, healthy life. 

Professor Kanagasabai Thivendrarajah: 
A Unique Personality

Mr. Somasundaram Srikathirgamanathan
Former Lecturer, Department of English Language Teaching, University of Jaffna
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Background of Education and Academic 
Accomplishments

Dr. Sinnathamby Mahesan’s academic journey 
at the University of Jaffna began in 1977 as an 
undergraduate student at the Faculty of Science. His 
dedication to his studies led to his achievement of 
a Second Class Upper Division in his BSc degree, 
specializing in Statistics, in 1981. Shortly after, in 
1982, he was appointed as an Assistant Lecturer in 
Mathematics at the same university. By 1989, he had 
advanced to the position of Lecturer in Mathematics. 
Dr. Mahesan’s pursuit of academic excellence 
continued as he completed an MSc degree in Computer 
Science from University College, Cardiff, in 1986, 
followed by a PhD in Computer Science from the 
University of Wales, Cardiff, in 1992. His commitment 
to expanding his knowledge and skills was further 
demonstrated when he received the Commonwealth 
Fellowship award, which allowed him to spend a year 
at the University of Wales, UK, updating his expertise 
in various aspects of Computer Science.

Career Path and Professional Achievements

Dr. Mahesan’s professional career is marked by 
his pivotal role in the establishment and development 
of the Department of Computer Science (DCS) at the 
University of Jaffna. The department was founded 
in 1990, with significant contributions from the late 
Professor Kanthia Kunaratnam, and Dr. Mahesan 
transitioned from the Department of Mathematics and 
Statistics to join the newly established department on 
October 1, 1990. He quickly rose through the ranks, 
becoming a Senior Lecturer Grade II shortly after 
completing his PhD in 1992. His leadership roles 
within the university included serving as the Head 
of the Department of Computer Science from 1997 

to 1999 and from 2000 to 2008, as well as Acting 
Head of the Computer Unit. His visionary leadership 
extended beyond the department as he contributed to 
various World Bank-funded projects at the University 
of Jaffna, including the IRQUE project and the HETC 
project. Dr. Mahesan also served on the Board of 
Directors of the Lanka Education and Research 
Network (LEARN) from 2010 to 2014, further 
cementing his influence on the development of ICT 
services in Sri Lanka.

Contribution to Science Education

Dr. Mahesan played a crucial role in the 
advancement of science education at the University 
of Jaffna. His efforts included the revamping of the 
computer science curriculum to introduce Java as an 
object-oriented programming language, ensuring the 
sustainability of the Honours Degree programme in 
Computer Science. He was instrumental in expanding 
the Computer Unit as a centralized resource center, 
providing ICT education and access to all students 
at the university. His initiatives in establishing 
Internet connectivity, email services, and a campus-
wide fiber optic network significantly enhanced the 
university’s computing services, bringing them to a 
level comparable with other prestigious universities 
in Sri Lanka. Dr. Mahesan’s commitment to science 
education extended beyond the university as he 
participated in workshops, such as the Workshop on 
Multimedia and Distance Education at Indira Gandhi 
National Open University in New Delhi, India, in 
2004, and contributed to the development of ICT 
services for research-related activities.

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of 
Knowledge

Dr. Mahesan’s contributions to research and 

Dr. S. Mahesan: 
A Legacy of Academic Excellence
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Dr. S. Mahesan: 
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the dissemination of knowledge are substantial. 
He has authored numerous research publications, 
including two book chapters, seven journal articles, 
13 conference full papers, and 19 abstracts. His 
mentorship has guided numerous postgraduate 
students to successful graduation, including overseeing 
the completion of three MPhil degrees in Computer 
Science at the University of Jaffna and co-supervising 
two PhD degrees in partnership with the University 
of Sheffield, UK, and the University of Peradeniya. 
Additionally, he has guided nearly 100 undergraduate 
students in their individual research projects, often 
managing a substantial workload under challenging 
circumstances. His dedication to research and 
teaching has left a lasting impact on the graduates of 
the Department of Computer Science, many of whom 
remain indebted to his mentorship.

Contribution to Development of Department/
Faculty/University

Dr. Mahesan’s contributions to the development of 
the Department of Computer Science, the Faculty of 
Science, and the University of Jaffna as a whole have 
been transformative. As a pioneering member of the 
Department of Computer Science, he played a pivotal 
role in its establishment and growth. His efforts in 
expanding the Computer Unit, establishing Internet 
connectivity, and implementing a campus-wide 
fiber optic network have significantly enhanced the 
university’s infrastructure and services. His leadership 

in various roles, including Head of the Department of 
Computer Science, Head of the Computer Unit, and 
Acting Dean of the Faculty of Science, has contributed 
to the university’s development and reputation. Dr. 
Mahesan’s proactive efforts in enhancing computing 
services, coupled with his visionary leadership, 
have elevated the University of Jaffna to a level 
comparable with other prestigious universities in Sri 
Lanka. His contributions have had a lasting impact on 
the university’s development and the academic and 
professional growth of its students and staff.

Dr. Mahesan undertook a substantial workload 
single-handedly, largely due to staffing shortages, 
particularly in challenging circumstances such as 
limited computer availability for practical sessions, 
power outages, and displacement. He delivered lectures 
on nearly all subjects offered by the Department of 
Computer Science together with Dr. S. Kanaganathan 
and with significant support from temporary staff. 
Over the past three decades, Dr. Mahesan has selflessly 
and tirelessly shared his knowledge with hundreds of 
graduates from the Department of Computer Science, 
who remain indebted to his dedicated mentorship.

As Dr. Mahesan embarks on this new chapter in 
life, the DCS family extends their best wishes, hoping 
it is a journey filled with happiness, good health, and 
the realisation of his dreams. We anticipate that he will 
continue to journey alongside the DCS community in 
all its upcoming endeavours. 

Dr. (Mrs.) Barathy Mayurathan

Head and Senior Lecturer in Computer Science, University of Jaffna.
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As I attempt to capture the memories of my 
university days at the cherished University of Jaffna, 
a myriad of emotions envelops me. Recollections 
surge from every corner, making it challenging to 
translate the multitude of thoughts into words on 
paper. Reflecting on that golden era of carefree 
youth, I am reminded of the exceptionally brilliant 
and caring professors and lecturers who shaped our 
intellect, character and values. The transformative 
experiences that evolved us from naïve youths into 
conscientious adults, along with the academic and 
life lessons learned, all vie for recognition in my 
narrative. Amidst this, I grapple with the concern of 
whether I can adequately honour each of these facets 
in my recounting. 

Founding of the Jaffna Campus:

Perhaps it might be beneficial for posterity to 
provide some historical background information of 
the founding of the University of Jaffna. 

It was in 1973. The Advanced Level examinations 
were held in April. By December, the students were 
notified of their results and whether they had been 
selected for university admission or not. 

At that time, there was only one University of Sri 
Lanka which comprised five campuses. As the selected 
students received information about their admissions 
to various campuses, a group of 103 students selected 
for physical sciences were left in the dark without 
being assigned to any particular campus. As the five 
existing campuses lacked the necessary facilities to 
accommodate this group, the government decided to 
establish a new campus in the north. This goal was 
achieved by amalgamating Parameswara College 
with the Jaffna College Undergraduate Department, 

two venerable institutions with distinguished history. 
This solved the immediate problem of the admission of 
this group and helped easing the pressure of increasing 
demand for university places in the future. 

Amidst numerous messages and rumours about 
potential campus placements over a prolonged period, 
these students were eventually informed that they 
would be assigned to the newly established Jaffna 
Campus of the University of Sri Lanka which was 
officially to be opened by the Prime Minister, Sirimavo 
Bandaranaike. We belonged to the inaugural batch of 
the Jaffna Campus but did not fully realise at the time 
that we were going to become the ‘’super-seniors’’ 
playing a crucial role in shaping the history of our 
beloved university. 

Welcoming the students – the first day.

On the morning of Vijayadasami Day in 1974, we 
arrived at the Thirunelveli Campus. At an auspicious 
time, we were led to a hall situated about a quarter of 
a mile from the campus, situated in a lane, directly 
opposite it. This hall, founded by the ancient kings of 
Jaffna, had long served as a place for providing food 
and lodging to travellers and pilgrims bound for Jaffna. 
It was maintained in good condition throughout the 
ages. 

All the students, accompanied by some parents and 
visitors, were served a traditional Sri Lankan-style 
‘brunch.’ Rice and a variety of delicious vegetarian 
dishes graced banana leaves as the main course, 
followed by the sweet delicacy of ‘payasam.’ After 
the meal, we marched in a procession to the campus, 
accompanied by the rhythmic beats of ‘managala’ 
drums and nathaswaram. The president and two deans 
led the way, followed by students and Senior Assistant 

Golden Memories in a Golden Jubilee Celebration
Memories of a student from the first batch of the Faculty of Science
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Registrars. As young students, we felt exhilarated at 
being treated like dignitaries.

The opening ceremony, conducted in all three 
languages, marked a historic moment. The president, 
deans, and officials from the Ministry of Education 
emphasized our duty and responsibility as the first 
batch of the university in their welcoming addresses. 
I quote a few excerpts from their memorable speeches: 
‘We are in this great and noble endeavour together. 
Let us build a successful institution for you and the 
future generations. Remember the chief ideal of the 
founders of the two great institutions—to enlighten 
society through education. Our university motto 
correctly reflects this ideal. We expect from you an 
army of thinkers, creative personalities, and men and 
women dedicated to serving mankind. Today, with 
one hundred and twelve students, we launch this 
small campus. Don’t forget: ‘Mighty oaks from little 
acorns grow.’ In time, it will evolve into a great seat of 
learning for generations to come.’ Reflecting on those 
grand masters’ foresight, I marvel at their vision today, 
fifty years later.

Our journey begins:

The Jaffna Campus was composed of two locations 
about 10 miles apart. The main building was at 
Parameswara College reserved for the offices of the 
President, Dean of Faculty of Humanities and all 
Administrative Registrars. It also had a library, a 
canteen of satisfactory standard, a large playground 
and a library suitable mainly for the arts faculty. The 
Vaddukkodai Campus boasted of a modern lecture 
hall, an exemplary library, a sportsground with 
a stadium and a pavilion and two separate hostel 
facilities for men and women. 

Parameswara College had been founded by Sir P 
Ramanathan, one of the most distinguished sons that 
Ceylon has ever produced, who had left an indelible 
mark in the modern history of Sri Lanka. Jaffna 
College and its predecessor, the Batticotta Seminary 
have a long-standing history of producing eminent 
and erudite scholars since 1823. The merger of these 
two outstanding institutions to create a seat of higher 
learning that will foster and flourish the proud literary 

tradition of Jaffna seems to be nothing short of the will 
of providence. 

First year morning lectures would take place at 
Ottley Hall, Vaddukkoddai. At 12.30 the borders 
rush to the hostels to have their lunch. A bus service 
would shuttle the students back and forth between the 
campuses for the afternoon tutorial sessions which 
were held at Parameswara College, Thirunelveli 
campus. 

In the second year, we, the first batch of Science 
Faculty students were moved to Thirunelveli. The 
second batch was taken into the Vaddukoddai Campus. 

The Alumni – The Pioneers:

The President, Professor Kailasapathy, was a 
renowned critic of writings in the Tamil language 
and literature. His command of English and Tamil 
was exemplary. Despite hailing from an affluent 
family background, he was known for simplicity 
as a professor and had earned a reputation for his 
anti-establishment views. He was well known in the 
island, having served as the editor of a prominent and 
prestigious Tamil daily Thinakaran which was part of 
the Lakehouse Group of News Papers. His editorials 
were popular and commanded the respect of the elite 
and the working classes. We have already heard about 
his versatility as a high level intellectual, skilled 
administrator and a gifted writer. Some of us have 
read many of his books. He cared for every student 
and his doors were open to the students at any time he 
was on campus. 

Dean of  the  Science Facul ty,  Professor 
Kanagasabapathy was a distinguished and experienced 
Mathematician. During his long tenure as the Professor 
of Mathematics at Peradeniya Campus, he mentored 
a lineage of Mathematicians who later became 
professors, deans and vice-Chancellors as well as top 
level civil servants and scientists in Sri Lanka and 
abroad. Although he was not easily approachable, he 
was a disciplined and protective personality with an 
attention to details. We were fortunate to have him as 
our professor. He taught us every term of the first two 
years and his deep knowledge and vast experience 
were definite sources of immense inspiration for us. I 
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of Mathematics at Peradeniya Campus, he mentored 
a lineage of Mathematicians who later became 
professors, deans and vice-Chancellors as well as top 
level civil servants and scientists in Sri Lanka and 
abroad. Although he was not easily approachable, he 
was a disciplined and protective personality with an 
attention to details. We were fortunate to have him as 
our professor. He taught us every term of the first two 
years and his deep knowledge and vast experience 
were definite sources of immense inspiration for us. I 
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must place it on record that it was the misfortune of our 
campus that he passed away in our third year leaving 
a vacuum, which was hard to fill. Many years later 
when I became acquainted with some professors in the 
UK, I was amazed to learn that he had been a widely 
known figure among the professors of Mathematics 
of international reputation. 

Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, Professor 
Indrapala was the most friendly and caring type of 
person among all the academics. His office was the 
first port of call for many of the students from both 
the science and humanities faculties. No problem 
was too big or too small for him to address. He earned 
the trust and affection of the science students which 
no doubt would have been a source of envy for other 
staff members. It is with utmost sincerity I offer my 
gratitude to Professor Indrapala for guiding many of 
us through our turbulent transformation from naivety 
into adulthood and motivating us to remain focused 
on our goals and objectives. 

Mr. Varatharajaperumal is another lecturer who 
deserves a special mention here. He was the grandson 
of the famous poet Navaly Somasundara Pulavar, 
one of the most distinguished Tamil poets of the 
late nineteenth century. Devoted to the intellectual 
development of his students and known as a keen 
disciplinarian, he earned a deep awe among students 
and staff. His lectures were methodical in the style of 
an army drill and his notes were precise. He would 
never tolerate even the slightest deviation of attention 
during his lectures. 

The list will not be complete without mentioning 
the name of Dr. Balan Selliah. He joined us midway 
during our first year, after obtaining his doctorate in 
Statistics from a university in the United States. A true 
scholar, he possessed deep and profound knowledge 
of Mathematics and Statistics. He hailed from a 
family of renowned teachers and principals, who 
have upheld the high educational standard of Jaffna 
in the last two centuries. Few lecturers could match 
his artistry in teaching. We were indeed blessed that 
he became our lecturer; the quality of the Statistics 
syllabus transformed under his leadership as the head 
of the department. Under his guidance, the Jaffna 

Campus’s Department of Statistics soared to the 
academic preeminence among all the campuses of the 
University of Sri Lanka. An outstanding sportsman as 
well, he always emphasized the importance of proper 
technique and timing in sports. His students would 
undoubtedly remember him forever, for the impression 
he left on their hearts was incomparably unique. 

The selfless and duty conscious services of many 
other lecturers in the alumni like Ginadasa, De Silva, 
Malhadeen, Miss Ponnudurai, Easwarathasdan, 
Jeyarajah and Mutuvel are recorded here with gratitude 
and affection. Mr. Ganesalingam who was following 
a doctoral programme in a foreign university, used 
to take lectures whenever he was visiting Sri Lanka. 
One cannot forget the valuable services rendered by 
the staff of the library, administrative and the canteen 
in making our student lives smooth and comfortable. 

Facing initial challenges:

Many of us felt a twinge of disappointment when 
we learnt that the Science Faculty would implement 
a modular system. This new approach required the 
students to study three modules per term and sit for 
exams at the end of each term. It seemed that we would 
be perpetually engrossed in our studies, with scant 
time left for leisure activities. By contrast, students 
from other campuses prepared for exams only at the 
end of their first and final years.  

Furthermore, we were informed that English 
would be the medium of instruction. Main lectures 
catering to both Tamil and Sinhalese students were 
delivered in English. However, the tutorial sessions in 
the afternoons were conducted separately in Sinhala 
and Tamil. 

We voiced our concerns about this policy to 
Professor Kanagasabapathy. He reassured us that 
during the evaluation of our answer scripts only the 
mathematical content would be considered. No student 
would suffer for grammatical or semantical errors in 
language usage. He looked us squarely in the eye and 
asserted ‘Believe me, you will never regret studying 
in English medium. The true value of this will become 
apparent once you step into the real world.’ Reflecting 
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on the words of that great man now, I realise the 
profound wisdom in his words. 

A memorable incident in the second year:

One late evening, what started as a clash between 
two student groups quickly degenerated into a full-
blown brawl. The scene turned chaotic as chairs, 
desks and books began to fly through the air, resulting 
in injuries. The marshal and his team intervened, 
managing to separate the combatants. Yet, despite our 
best efforts, an air of tension lingered. Upon hearing 
of the incident, the president, fresh from a wearying 
journey from Colombo and still in his bathroom 
slippers hurried to the campus. His mere presence 
shifted the mood towards reconciliation. 

He ushered us all to the canteen and we all were 
treated with tea and snacks at his expense. His actions 
quickly diffused the tension reinstating a jovial and 
friendly atmosphere. At the end of the evening, he 
shared words that resonated deeply with every one 
of us: He said ‘I may be not old enough to be your 
father. But I regard all of you as my own children. 
And now speaking as a father, remember that your 
parents have sent you here with high expectations. Do 
not disappoint them. Do not disappoint me’. When he 
finished, there wasn’t a single eye that was not filled 
with moist. His sincere words spoken from a kind hard 
had a profound effect. Our respect and affection for 
him for him grew even stronger after that night. 

Some memories: 

• We were honoured to host several distinguished 
guests during our social nights and hostel parties. 
Among them was Professor Karunathilaka, Dean 
of Science Faculty, Colombo Campus, who 
graced one of our events as the chief guest. He had 
been a student under Professor Kanagasabapathy 
in Peradeniya Campus. Additionally, Vasu Theva 
Nanayakara, an MP, visited our hostel and shared 
a meal with us. There were many other notable 
visitors, though their names escape me as time 
has dimmed those memories.

• Dr. Manickcka Idaikadar, a statistician with 
the World Bank, delivered special lectures on 

advanced statistical topics during his visit to Sri 
Lanka.

• Upon his return from the U.K. after earning 
his PhD, Dr. Gamini Seniviratne imparted his 
knowledge on various topics including Eigen 
Spaces before taking up a permanent position at 
Peradeniya Campus. His exceptional teaching 
quickly garnered the admiration and respect of 
all students.

• During our journey, we welcomed two junior 
batches into our fold. The student numbers were 
rising rapidly.

• New professors joined our faculty, bringing fresh 
perspectives and knowledge.

• The campus landscape transformed with the 
construction of new buildings and laboratories. 
Sports facilities saw gradual enhancements.

• We took a significant step by enacting the 
constitution for the Science Students’ Union.

In 1977, the political landscape of our country 
was reshaped by the winds of change. The general 
election ushered in a new government under the UNP, 
which secured a substantial majority and embarked 
on implementing sweeping economic and political 
reforms. Amidst this transformative period, July 
witnessed a communal riot fuelled by unfounded 
rumours that Sinhalese students had been assaulted 
at the Jaffna Campus. Unrest spread nationwide. 
It is imperative to set the record straight: we, the 
university community, safeguarded our Sinhalese 
friends and orchestrated their secure evacuation from 
Jaffna. Regrettably, due to security concerns, the 
authorities decided to relocate our Sinhalese friends 
to Vidyalankara Campus for the remainder of their 
studies.

The government responded by convening an 
inquiry commission led by the esteemed retired 
Justice Mr. Sansoni to investigate the origins of 
the riot. Notably, one of our Sinhalese classmates, 
Sumanapala, testified before the Sansoni Commission, 
affirming that the Sinhalese students were indeed 
protected by both students and staff at Jaffna Campus 
and were safely returned to Colombo.
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In a strategic shift, the government dismantled 
the unified structure of the Sri Lankan University 
comprising six campuses and elevated each of the 
six campuses to fully-fledged autonomous university 
status. 

Consequently, as we sat for our final examina -tions 
in 1978, we did so as students of the newly established 
University of Jaffna.

Final Parting and farewell:

The convocation ceremony was held in the 
Veerasingham Hall, Jaffna. Instead of the customary 
black attire, we wore vibrant yellow robes- a departure 
from convention. The certificates, printed in all 
three languages, stood as grand testaments of our 
achievements and were notably larger than those 
awarded by other Sri Lankan Universities. For our 
batch mates, the ‘super seniors’ it marked the most 
painful farewell – an unspoken understanding that 
our paths might not cross again – a sad realisation that 
a pleasant dream was coming to an end. As the sun 
dipped below the horizon, casting its golden embrace 
upon the magnificent library of Jaffna and the Clock 
Tower, we exchanged bittersweet glances – a silent 
acknowledgement of a final parting and farewell to a 
cherished land of memories. 

After our graduation, we ventured into the real 
world to pursue our destinies. While some of us sought 
opportunities in foreign lands, others remained in Sri 
Lanka. Despite being dispersed across various corners 
of the globe, separated by distance and obligations, 
the spirit instilled in us by our cherished university 
continued to unite us—the ‘super-seniors’—in our 
shared memories. As we navigated the highs and 

lows of life, the recollections of our university days 
provided a profound source of courage and solace. In 
retrospect, the experiences we gained are invaluable 
treasures, and we would never agree to exchange our 
unique journey as the inaugural batch of a new-born 
university for anything else.

Conclusion and Greetings: 

The motto of our university – ‘Discernment Is 
Wisdom’ - aptly encapsulates the essence of true 
learning. Our alumni and students carry forward the 
torch of knowledge, upholding our long-established 
traditions to foster enlightenment. From its humble 
beginnings with just two faculties, about one hundred 
students and limited resources, our campus has 
blossomed into a fully-fledged university. Today 
it boasts of numerous faculties, serving over three 
thousand students across a diverse array of courses. 
The Science Faculty, in particular, has overcome 
formidable challenges to reach its current stature, with 
each obstacle fortifying its commitment to delivering 
exceptional science education. The dedication of 
the Dean of  Science Faculty, Prof. P. Ravirajan was 
particularly commendable when I had the chance to 
speak with him. As a ‘super-senior’, I take pride – in 
the most positive sense- in having participated in 
taking the unrivalled first step of the remarkable, 
historic and wonderful journey of our beloved 
university fifty years ago. I extend my best wishes for 
the Faculty of Science to thrive further and to joyfully 
mark its diamond and centenary milestones in time. 
On this note, I convey my heartfelt greetings for the 
golden jubilee celebration to be a resounding success.  

Mr. K. Sivanandan (1st batch)
Former Senior Lecturer at West London College & 

Kensington College of Business
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ekJ fy;tpg; gazj;jpd; gue;j jpiur;rPiyapy;> 
jq ;fs;  Qhdk; >  fUiz kw;Wk;  mu ;g ;gzpg ;G 
M f p a t w ; w h y ;  g h i j i a  x s p u r ;  n r a ; A k ; 
el;rj;jpuq;fisg; Nghy jdpj;J epw;Fk; rpy egu;fs; 
cs;sdu;. mtu;fSs; xU jdpkdpju; vd; epidtpy; 
gpufhrpf;fpwhu; - kiwe;j Nguhrpupau; Fzuj;jpdk;> 
,aw;gpay; fy;tpj; Jiwapy; cj;Ntfj;jpd; fyq;fiu 
tpsf;fkhfj; jpfo;e;jhu;. 

One of our Faculty of Science pioneers, late Prof 
Kunaratnam who was instrumental to develop the 
Physics department. It’s important to remember him 
during this golden Jubilee celebrations for his tireless 
contributions to his students, physics department, 
science faculty and the University of Jaffna as a whole. 
In the vast tapestry of our educational journey, there 
are certain figures who stand out like guiding stars, 
illuminating the path with their wisdom, compassion, 
and dedication. Among them, one individual shine 
particularly bright in my memory – Late Professor 
Kunaratnam, a beacon of inspiration in the realm of 
education. Professor Kunaratnam possesses a rare 
combination of warmth, firmness and simplicity, 
which instantly creates a nurturing environment in 
his Lecture room. 

In a world where science is often seen as dry and 
inaccessible, where teachers often go unrecognized 
for their tireless efforts, Prof Kunaratnam stands as a 
beacon of inspiration, illuminating the cosmos with the 
radiance of his passion. He was not just a teacher; he 
was a mentor, a guide, a role model, an approachable 
person without any intimidation and a source of 
inspiration for all who have the privilege of learning 
from him. And though words may never fully capture 
the depth of his impact, I am endlessly grateful for the 
light he has shed on my own educational and career 
journey, and the journeys of countless others. 

But perhaps the greatest testament to Prof 
Kunaratnam’s impact is the lasting impression he 
leaves on his students. Long after we’ve left his 

classroom, his lessons continue to resonate in our 
memories, lives, shaping the way we approach 
challenges, embrace opportunities, and interact with 
the world around us. He instils in us not just physics 
knowledge, but a passion for love of learning, a thirst 
for discovery, and a belief in our own potential to 
make a difference. This approach stimulates to Love 
the subject, physics and leads me to achieve several 
milestones in my life like many of his students. 

Beyond his infectious positivity, what truly sets 
Professor Kunaratnam apart is his unwavering belief 
in his students. He sees potential where others might 
see limitations and encourages us to reach beyond 
what we thought possible. I still remember the 
countless times he stayed back after class, patiently 
explaining a concept until every student grasped it, 
or the encouraging notes he left on our assignments, 
reminding us of our capabilities even in moments of 
doubt. 

He taught us many subjects areas in Physics – 
Modern Physics, Classical Mechanics, Quantum 
Mechanics, General Relativity, Advanced Electro 
Magnetic Theory. Those days it was chalk and 
board method of teaching. He very rarely looked at 
handwritten notes to explain the subject or wrote the 
notes on the board. On many occasions he came to 
the classroom without any handwritten notes. With 
an infectious enthusiasm that radiated from every 
lesson, he embodied the essence of a true educator 
who wholeheartedly loved the subject he taught. 
He rarely looked at students faces whilst teaching 
and only looked at the board or sideways. From the 
moment he stepped into the lecture hall, it’s evident 
that he didn’t merely teach the subject – he lived and 
breathed it. But it’s not just his knowledge and love to 
physics that sets him apart. Every lesson was a journey, 
guided by his genuine love for the subject.  He was 

Late Emeritus Professor Kandiah Kunaratnam - From my memories
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Late Emeritus Professor Kandiah Kunaratnam - From my memories
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always on punctual to Lectures and waited for students 
even during his tenure as a Vice Chancellor.  But 
perhaps what truly sets him apart was his unwavering 
dedication to his students’ success. He went above 
and beyond, offering guidance, encouragement, and 
mentorship to every student who walked through his 
door even his busy schedules as a Vice Chancellor.  
He was always punctual to send the recommendation 
letters for higher studies and followed up. I have 

noted his unhappiness when I informed him that I 
am resigning my academic position at University of 
Jaffna after my PhD, but he never got angry or hated 
on my decision and told me that “My children are also 
migrated, and I cannot insist on you to come back”. 
He was one of my best teachers, mentors, referees and 
the interview panel chair of my first Job. 

A true gentleman with integrity, ethics, professio 
-nalism, and dedication.  

Professor Sarasanandarajah Sivananthan
(Senior Scientist, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, Australia, 

Adjunct Associate Professor, RMIT University, Australia,  Mentor 
Professor, Bharathiar University, India)
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Dr. Sinnathamby Mahesan, often referred to with 
respect as “Mahesan sir,” is an academic luminary 
whose unwavering dedication and remarkable 
contributions have left an indelible mark on the 
Computer Science University of Jaffna. His story is one 
of resilience and determination, embodying the spirit 
of a true leader who navigated through challenging 
times with grace and tenacity. During the turbulent 
years of the Sri Lankan civil war, Dr. S. Mahesan 
was a beacon of hope for the University of Jaffna’s 
Department of Computer Science. At a time when the 
academic landscape was riddled with uncertainty and 
adversity, he stood as the sole academic staff member 
in the department. His commitment and leadership 
were instrumental in preserving the department, which 
could be likened to a ship battling a fierce storm in the 
middle of the ocean. He was the captain who steered 
the ship to safety and ensured its survival. 

Dr. Mahesan’s remarkable work and guidance 
didn’t stop there. His enduring legacy is seen in the 
success and accomplishments of his students, who 
have spread across the world, becoming researchers, 
innovators, engineers, professors, lecturers, teachers, 

AI experts, software developers, designers, and 
programmers. He nurtured and mentored a generation 
of computer scientists, instilling in them not only the 
technical knowledge but also the values of resilience, 
hard work, and excellence. 

Today, the Department of Computer Science at 
the University of Jaffna stands as a testament to Dr. 
S. Mahesan’s enduring impact. It boasts a state-of-
the-art building and a distinguished Department, 
including two professors, nine senior lecturers, and 
three lecturers. This transformation from a one-
person department to a thriving hub of computer 
science education and research is a testament to his 
vision and tireless efforts. Dr. S. Mahesan’s journey 
is a story of inspiration, reminding us that even in 
the most challenging circumstances, individuals 
with unwavering determination and a passion for 
education can transform adversity into opportunity. 
His contributions to academia, particularly in 
the field of Computer Science, continue to ripple 
through time, as his students go on to make their own 
significant contributions to the world of technology 
and innovation. Dr. S. Mahesan is a true role model, 
demonstrating the power of education and mentorship 
in shaping the future.  

Dr. Mahesan’s Impact

Dr. Shan Suganthan
(Senior ML Engineer & Tech Lead at De Beers Group, UK)
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S. Mahesan’s enduring impact. It boasts a state-of-
the-art building and a distinguished Department, 
including two professors, nine senior lecturers, and 
three lecturers. This transformation from a one-
person department to a thriving hub of computer 
science education and research is a testament to his 
vision and tireless efforts. Dr. S. Mahesan’s journey 
is a story of inspiration, reminding us that even in 
the most challenging circumstances, individuals 
with unwavering determination and a passion for 
education can transform adversity into opportunity. 
His contributions to academia, particularly in 
the field of Computer Science, continue to ripple 
through time, as his students go on to make their own 
significant contributions to the world of technology 
and innovation. Dr. S. Mahesan is a true role model, 
demonstrating the power of education and mentorship 
in shaping the future.  

Dr. Mahesan’s Impact

Dr. Shan Suganthan
(Senior ML Engineer & Tech Lead at De Beers Group, UK)

-183-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

The University of Jaffna, then known as University 
of Sri Lanka, Jaffna campus was established in 
1974, during a time when media standardization and 
district quota systems were prominent. These factors 
are believed to have contributed to the civil war. 
Nevertheless, founding a university in Jaffna was a 
positive step. Instead of constructing new buildings, 
the government repurposed Parameswara College, 
a boys’ school founded by Ramanathan, and Jaffna 
College, established by American missionaries, to 
create the university. 

My experience at the university, particularly within 
the science faculty, offers a glimpse into its history. I 
was part of the second batch of science students who 
began their studies in 1975. Unlike the first batch, 
which only had Mathematics and Statistics courses, 
we were the first batch of Physical Science students. 
For the initial two years, we used the laboratories 
at Jaffna College. The arts faculty and the vice 
chancellor’s offices were located at Parameswara 
College in Thirunelvely. The first president of the 
Jaffna Campus was Prof. K. Kailasapathy, followed 
by Prof. S. Vithiananthan. In 1979, the Jaffna Campus 
was elevated to the status of the University of Jaffna. 

As pioneer students in the science faculty, our 
batch owes much to the professors who came 
from the universities in Colombo and Peradeniya: 
Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy (Mathematics), Prof. 
K. Kunaratnam (Physics), Prof. S. Mageswaran 
(Chemistry), Prof. K. Theivendirarajah (Botany), and 
Prof. K. Ganeshalingam (Zoology). In 1977, when our 
batch was in the second year Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy 
passed away suddenly and Prof. V. Tharmaratnam 
(Mathematics) succeeded him. While I have not 
named the lecturers, their contributions were equally 
significant in establishing the new university. 

Our batch included Sinhala medium students 
as well. We started at the University of Jaffna three 

months later than other universities. The lecturers 
suggested that we could finish the academic year 
early by adding one extra lecture per week. All the 
students agreed, and we completed the academic year 
in nine months. However, in the second academic year, 
numerous incidents led to the university being closed 
multiple times. The August 1977 anti-Tamil pogrom 
caused a prolonged closure, extending the second 
academic year to one and a half years. 

The Sinhala medium students who returned home 
during the violence did not come back, continuing 
their studies at Thurstan College in Colombo as part 
of the University of Jaffna. Tamil medium students 
from Colombo and Peradeniya returned despite being 
affected by the violence. This period marked the 
beginning of the civil war, as the country’s leaders 
failed to address the issues at hand, allowing them 
to fester. 

After two years at the Jaffna College premises, we 
moved to Thirunelvely. The only new building at the 
time was the current botany building, which housed 
the Botany, Zoology, and Chemistry departments. 
The Physics department operated from the current 
arts common room until the construction of the new 
physics building, which we moved into during my 
special degree studies. 

Upon completing my degree in 1980, I served as 
an assistant lecturer in the Physics department until 
1982. During this time, I witnessed the destruction of 
the Jaffna library. In 1982, I left for North America for 
postgraduate studies and returned as a senior lecturer 
in Physics. This move allowed me to avoid the civil 
war during its initial intense period. When I returned 
in 1989, the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) was 
in control of Jaffna. Despite being a lecturer, there 
was no immunity from the random roundups and 
checks. Prof. A. Thurairajah had just succeeded Prof. 
S. Vithyananthan as the Vice Chancellor. 

Early Days at the University of Jaffna
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In June 1990, hostilities resumed between the Sri 
Lankan government and the LTTE. From 1990 to 1995, 
life in the Northern and parts of the Eastern provinces 
was marked by scarcity of modern necessities such as 
fuel, electricity, plastics, metals, certain medicines, 
and food items, as well as aerial bombings and shelling 
by the Sri Lankan armed forces. While the university 
premises were spared from bombings and shelling, the 
surrounding areas were not. Despite these challenges, 
the university continued to function, producing many 
notable students who are now professors and lecturers 
at the university. I left the country in mid-1994, but 
I deeply respect the staff who persevered until 2009, 

enduring multiple displacements, suffering, and 
political interference. 

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
University of Jaffna, it is important to remember these 
challenging times. Despite the civil war, the university` 
has progressed along with the rest of the world, largely 
due to the advent of the internet. However, I wonder 
if current students are fully utilizing the internet’s 
potential. Historically, Jaffna has been an educational 
hub for people from all over Sri Lanka due to its early 
development of educational institutions. My best wishes 
for the University of Jaffna to achieve such glory again.  

Dr. Sabaratnasingam Gnanarajan 
Consultant at Kinaltek Pty Ltd, 

Former CSIRO Research Scientist Sydney, Australia



-184-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

In June 1990, hostilities resumed between the Sri 
Lankan government and the LTTE. From 1990 to 1995, 
life in the Northern and parts of the Eastern provinces 
was marked by scarcity of modern necessities such as 
fuel, electricity, plastics, metals, certain medicines, 
and food items, as well as aerial bombings and shelling 
by the Sri Lankan armed forces. While the university 
premises were spared from bombings and shelling, the 
surrounding areas were not. Despite these challenges, 
the university continued to function, producing many 
notable students who are now professors and lecturers 
at the university. I left the country in mid-1994, but 
I deeply respect the staff who persevered until 2009, 

enduring multiple displacements, suffering, and 
political interference. 

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
University of Jaffna, it is important to remember these 
challenging times. Despite the civil war, the university` 
has progressed along with the rest of the world, largely 
due to the advent of the internet. However, I wonder 
if current students are fully utilizing the internet’s 
potential. Historically, Jaffna has been an educational 
hub for people from all over Sri Lanka due to its early 
development of educational institutions. My best wishes 
for the University of Jaffna to achieve such glory again.  

Dr. Sabaratnasingam Gnanarajan 
Consultant at Kinaltek Pty Ltd, 

Former CSIRO Research Scientist Sydney, Australia

-185-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

fy;tpapy; jndf;nfd xU ,lj;ij tfpf;Fk; 

aho;g;ghzj;jpy; cs;s mNdfkhd khztu;fSf;F 

gy;fiyf; fofk; GFtJ vd;gJ xU ePz;l fdT. 

ruhrup ,isQdhf vd;Ds;Sk; mJ tpijf;fg; 

gl;bUe;jJ. gfPuj gpuaj;jdj;jpd; gpd;du; me;j fdT 

epiwNtwpaJ. mg;Nghnjy;yhk; ehl;by; epytpa 

mrhjhuz epiyikapdhy; cau;juk; vLj;j gpd;du; 

gy;fiyf;fofk; Gf jFjp ngw;wtu;fs;> gy;fiy fof 

fy;tpia njhlq;Ftjw;F Vwj;jho xU tUlk; 

fhj;jpUf;f Ntz;Lk;.

J}uj;jpypUe;J gy;fiyf; fofj;jpw;F tUfpd;w 

khztu;fs; ngUk;ghYk; maypYs;s tPLfspy; 

thliff;F xU miwia vLj;J jq;fp ,Ue;J 

jkJ fw;ifia Nkw;nfhs;tu;. ehDk; mg;gbj;jhd; 

xU tPl;by; jq;fpapUe;J gbg;gjw;fhd Vw;ghl;il 

vd; ez;guhf ,Uf;Fk; xU senior Vw;gLj;jpf; 

nfhLj;jhu;. 

vdJ f\;l fhyk; mNefkhf KjyhtJ tpupTiu 

Prof. Rev. Fr. G.F.Rajendram ,DilaJ. mtu; xU 

Nghjfuhf ,Ug;gjdhy; Father vd;Nw khztu;fs; 

mtiu miog;ghu;fs;. jpq;fs; fpoikfspy; 

tPl;bypUe;J Gwg;gl;L bus gpbj;J tuNtz;Lk;. 

(jpq;fs; te;J room ,y; jq;fp nts;sp jpUk;GtJ 

toik). g]; rw;Wj; jhkjkhfpdhy; KjyhtJ 

tpupTiu jtw tplg;gl;L tpLk;. ,t;thW mNefkhf 

jtw tplg;gLk; tpupTiu father ,Dilajhfj;jhd; 

,Uf;Fk;. mtu; tpupTiu njhlq;Fk; NghJ thry; 

fjit %b tpl;Lj;jhd; Muk;gpg;ghu;. ,jdhy; 

late Mf tUk; khztu;fs; cs;Ns nry;yj; 

jaq;fp> me;j tpupTiufis jtw tpLtJ toik. 

khztu;fSf;F Neu Kfhikj;Jtj;ij fw;gpg;gJ 

mtUila Nehf;fkhf ,Ue;jpUf;fyhk;. 

“,d;Dk; nfhQ;rk; Neuj;Njhil vOg;gp rhg;ghL 

je;jhy; ehd; father ,d; tpupTiufis jtw tplhky; 

Nghfyhk;” vd;W vd; mk;khtplk; nrhd;Ndd;. 

ghjpupahu;fs; jhNd nrhy;fpwhu;fs; “jl;Lq;fs; 

jpwf;fg; gLk;” vd;W> “eP fjit jl;L mtu; jpwg;ghu;” 

vd;W mk;khtpd; idea. ml ,J$l ey;yhj;jhd; 

,Uf;F. mLj;jKiw mKy; gLj;jyhk; vd;W 

epidj;Njd;. mjw;fhd re;ju;g;gKk; xU Kiw 

te;jJ. “gu kz;lyj;jpy; ,Uf;Fk; gpjhNt ,e;j 

ghtpia kd;dpg;ghahf” vd;W epidj;jgb fjit 

nkJthf jl;LfpNwd;. nky;yj; jpwe;jJ fjT. gpjh 

(Father) vd;id kd;dpj;jhu;. jiyia Fdpe;jgb 
excuse me sir vd;W nkJthd Fuypy; Kdfptpl;L 

cs;Ns EiofpNwd;. Father vJTNk nrhy;y 

tpy;iy. ngupatu;fs; vg;NghJNk ngupatu;fs; 

jhd; .  rf khztu;fs; Mr;rupakhf vd;id 

ghu;f;fpwhu;fs;. 

Father uhN[e;jpuk; tpupTiu elj;Jk; ghzpNa 

jdp. mtuplk; ,Ue;J fw;gjw;F epiwaNt ,Ue;jJ> 

Neuf; fl;Lg;ghL> nkhop MSik> tpupTiufSf;F 

Njitahd jpl;lkply;> mjid ntspg;gLj;Jk; 

jpwd; vd gy ,yj;jPd; nkhopapy; $l Gyik. jkpo; 

cr;rupg;G jhd; rpy ,lq;fspy; jLkhWk;. jhtuq;fs; 

vd;gjid jhthuq;fs; vd;W nrhy;Ythu;. ehk; 

vy;yhk; mjid nrhy;yp nrhy;yp rpupg;Nghk;. jdf;F 

Njitahd chalk> duster ,d;d gpw vy;yhk; jhNd 

jdJ office bag ,Ds; nfhz;L tUthu;. me;j bag I 

Nkir kPJ itj;J> vy;yhtw;iwAk; ntspapy; vLj;J 

itg;ghu;. Black board I Jilg;ghu;. khztu;fis 

xU jlit ghu;g;ghu;. Eio thrYf;F vjpu; Gwk; 

cs;s ad;dy;fis jpwg;ghu;. Neuj;ij xUjlit 

ghu;j;Jf; nfhs;thu;. mLj;jJ vd;d elf;Fk; vd;W 

vkf;F vy;NyhUf;Fk; njupAk;. khjh Nfhtpy; 

ngupa fjT (entrance door of the lecture hall) G+l;lg; 

gLk;. G+ir (lecture) Muk;gkhFk;. 

gy;fiyf; fofk; vd;why; ey;y gk;gyhf ,Uf;Fk;. 

Mz;fSk; ngz;fSk; Nru;e;J Ngrp fijr;R rpupr;R 

xNu nfhz;lhl;lk; jhd; vd;w khjpupahd xU 

fijia jhd; Nfs;tpg; gl;bUf;fpNwd;. Mdhy; ,q;f 

te;J ghu;j;jhy; mg;gbahf xd;Wk; njupatpy;iy. 

fhiyapy; 8 kzp njhlf;fk; 5 kzp tiu khwp 

khwp tFg;G. Zoology Kba chemistry lecture. 
mq;fpUe;J ,q;if Xl Ntz;Lk;. mJ Kba botany 
lecture. ,q;fpUe;J kPz;Lk; mq;F. Botany Kba 

chemistry practical. kPz;Lk; mq;fpUe;J ,q;F 

Xl;lk;. Nguhrpupau;fSf;F epiwa rk;gsk; vd;W 

gy;fiyf;fof tho;T - fw;wJk; ngw;wJk;
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Nfs;tpg; gl;bUf;fpNwd;. mJf;fhf ,g;gbah? 

fiyr;Rf; fiyr;R gbg;gpj;jhu;fs;. 

Chemistry practical ,w ;fhf nry;fpNwd; . 

mg;nghOJjhd; chemistry department ,w;fhf me;jf; 

fl;llk; fl;Lk; Ntiyfs; ele;J nfhz;bUe;jJ. 

Ground floor kl;Lk; ghtidapy; ,Uf;f kw;iwa 

jsq;fs; fl ;Lkhd epiyapy; ,Ue;jd. ,U 

Ma;T $lq;fs; kl;LNk midj;J khztu;fspd; 

ghtidf;F ,Ue;jjhf Qhgfk;. Kjyhk; tUl 

khztu;fshy; xU Ma;T $lk; epuk;gp topfpwJ. 

Tip-top Md cilAld; shoe Tk; mzpe;jgb xU 

,isQu; mq;Fk; ,q;Fkhf Xbj;jpUe;J me;j Ma;T 

$l nra;Kiwf;fhd Maj;jq;fis nra;fpwhu;. 

mtu;jhd; mq;F Technical Officer Mf ,Ue;j 

Qhdp vd;W miof;fg;gLfpd;w QhdFkhud; vd;W 

gpd;du; mwpe;J nfhz;Nld;. ,t;tplj;jpy; me;j 

,isQiuAk; epidT gLj;jpj;jhd; Mf Ntz;Lk;. 

khztu;fsplj;jpy; mjpf fuprid cs;stu;. kpf 

md;ghfTk;> el;ghfTk; gof $batu;. gpd;dhspy; 

vd; ez;guhfpatu;. jw;NghJ ,t;Tyif tpl;Nl 

nrd;W tpl;lhu;. 

Chemistry practical Lab epuk;gp topfpwJ. kJiu 

kPdhl;rp mk;kd; Nghd;W nts;is ntNsnud 

xU mofpa madam> ifapNy Fwpg;G vOjg; gl;l 

XupU foolscap paper cld; Eiofpd;wh. xU 

rhjhuz Nriy. vt;tpj myq;fhuKk; ,y;iy. 

ifapNy xU iff; fbfhuk;. mJ toikf;F khwhf 

kW gf;fkhf fl;lg; gl;bUe;jJ. mjhtJ Neuk; 

ghu;g;gjhf ,Ue;jhy; cs;sq; if gf;fk; jhd; ghu;f;f 

Ntz;Lk;. kpf rpwe;j fy;tpkhd; vd;gJ mtuJ 

Njhw;wj;jpNyNa njupfpwJ. Nguhrpupia jpUkjp 

kNf];tud; vd;W nrhd;dhu;fs;. vk;iknay;yhk; 

ghu;j;J tpl;L mq;Nf cs;s kw;iwa Copau;fSld; 

fijj;J tpl;L Ngha; tpl;lhu;. mtu; vkf;F tFg;G 

vLg;gjhf ,y;iy. 

Bio Science gbj;jtd; vd;w gbahy; kwf;f 

Kbahj zoology practical gw;wpAk; nrhy;ypj;jhNd 

MfNtz;Lk;. Zoology lab ,Ds; NghfpNwd;. xU 

tpj;jpahrkhd kzk; tUfpwJ. kPd; FQ;Rfs;> 

G+idfs; ahidfs; vy;yhj;ijAk; FNshNuhghu;k; 

,w;Fs; Nghl;L milr;rR itj;jpUg;gjhy; tUfpd;w 

thil. Nghf Nghf me;j thil gofp tpl;ljdhy; 

gpd;du; me;j kzj;ij czu Kbatpy;iy. 

7 my;yJ 8 ngupa Nkirfs; (lab bench). mjpy; 

tupirahf mLf;fg; gl;l xsp EZf;F fhl;b. 

xt;nthU bench ,w;F mUfpYk; uh[p kp];> u[dp 

kp];> Kj;J kp]; me;j kp]; ,e;j kp]; vd;W mofpa 

demonstrators mzp tFj;J epw;fpwhu;fs;. X… 

mg;g zoology ey;yh gbf;fyhk; vd;W epidj;Jf; 

nfhz;Nld;. Vndd;why; taJ mg;gb. 

EZf;Ff; fhl;bapDs; xU fk;gp njupfpwJ. 

mij mirj;J mirj;J mq;f mJ njupANjh> ,q;f 

,J njupANjh (VNjh Golgi, lysosome, ribosome 
vd;nwy;yhk; nrhd;dhu;fs;) vd;W fhl;bdhu;fs;. 

rj;jpakhf vdf;F me;j fk;gpia jtpu NtW 

vJTNk njupatpy;iy. ahiuAk; Fiw nrhy;tjhf 

epidf;f Ntz;lhk;> vdJ epiyik mg;gbj;jhd; 

,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; vdf;F partner Mf ,Ue;jtd; 

(gpd;dhspy; vdJ kpf kpf neUq;fpa ez;gd;) “Xk; 

kp]; Xk; kp];” vd;W nrhy;ypf; nfhz;Nl ,Ue;jhd;. 

vdf;F kl;Lk; jhd; njupatpy;iyg; NghYk; vd;W 

epidj;J ehDk; njuptij NghyNt jiyiaj; 

jiyia Ml;bNdd;. xUthW me;j practical 
Kbe;jJ ngUk; epk;kjpahf ,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; mjd; 

gpd;du; jhd; xU gpusaNk ,Uf;fpwJ vd;gJ 

mg;NghJ njupahky; Ngha; tpl;lJ.

md;iwf;F ghu;j;j vy;yhj;ijAk; glkhff; fPwp 

mJf;F fPNo mJ gw;wp vOj Ntz;Lkhk;. ehd; 

vd;dj;ijAk; ghu;j;jpUe;jhy; jhNd. vdf;F jhd; 

vJTNk njupatpy;iyNa. gpwF vd;dj;ij fPWwJ. 

vd;dj;ij vOJwJ. vJf;Fk; jiyiaj; jiyia 

Ml;bd vd;u partner I fz;L vd;d nra;tJ vd;W 

Nfl;Nld;. ehd; vy;yhk; fPwp tpl;Nld;. ePAk; ,ij 

ghu;j;Jf; fPW vd;W xU record book I fhl;bdhd;. 

mJ %d;W tUlq;fSf;F Kd;du; gbj;j xU rPdpau; 

,d; record book. me;j rPdpau; ,w;F kl;Lk; vg;gb 

,t;tsT clear Mf me;j EZf;Ff; fhl;bf;Fs;shy 

njupQ;RJ vd;W vdf;F xNu Mr;rupak;. vd;u 

partner ,lNk Nfl;Nld;. “cdf;F ,g;gbnay;yhk; 

EZf;F fhbf;Fs;shy njupQ;RNjh” vd;W. “Vd; 

vndf;nfd Qhdf; fz;Nz> vdf;Fk; xd;Wk; 

njupatpy;iy” vd;whd;. “mg;g jiyia jiyia 

Ml;bdha;” vd;Nwd;. “Vd; ehd; kl;LNk Ml;bdhd;. 

vy;yhUk; jhNd Ml;bdtq;fs;” vd;whd;. vdf;F 

nfhQ;rk; MWjyhf ,Ue;jJ. mg;g ,J (EZf;F 

fhl;bapy; VJk; njupahjJ) vdf;F kl;Lk; cs;s 

gpur;rpid ,y;iy. ,J xU ru;tNjr gpur;rid. 



-186-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

Nfs;tpg; gl;bUf;fpNwd;. mJf;fhf ,g;gbah? 

fiyr;Rf; fiyr;R gbg;gpj;jhu;fs;. 

Chemistry practical ,w ;fhf nry;fpNwd; . 

mg;nghOJjhd; chemistry department ,w;fhf me;jf; 

fl;llk; fl;Lk; Ntiyfs; ele;J nfhz;bUe;jJ. 

Ground floor kl;Lk; ghtidapy; ,Uf;f kw;iwa 

jsq;fs; fl ;Lkhd epiyapy; ,Ue;jd. ,U 

Ma;T $lq;fs; kl;LNk midj;J khztu;fspd; 

ghtidf;F ,Ue;jjhf Qhgfk;. Kjyhk; tUl 

khztu;fshy; xU Ma;T $lk; epuk;gp topfpwJ. 

Tip-top Md cilAld; shoe Tk; mzpe;jgb xU 

,isQu; mq;Fk; ,q;Fkhf Xbj;jpUe;J me;j Ma;T 

$l nra;Kiwf;fhd Maj;jq;fis nra;fpwhu;. 

mtu;jhd; mq;F Technical Officer Mf ,Ue;j 

Qhdp vd;W miof;fg;gLfpd;w QhdFkhud; vd;W 

gpd;du; mwpe;J nfhz;Nld;. ,t;tplj;jpy; me;j 

,isQiuAk; epidT gLj;jpj;jhd; Mf Ntz;Lk;. 

khztu;fsplj;jpy; mjpf fuprid cs;stu;. kpf 

md;ghfTk;> el;ghfTk; gof $batu;. gpd;dhspy; 

vd; ez;guhfpatu;. jw;NghJ ,t;Tyif tpl;Nl 

nrd;W tpl;lhu;. 

Chemistry practical Lab epuk;gp topfpwJ. kJiu 

kPdhl;rp mk;kd; Nghd;W nts;is ntNsnud 

xU mofpa madam> ifapNy Fwpg;G vOjg; gl;l 

XupU foolscap paper cld; Eiofpd;wh. xU 

rhjhuz Nriy. vt;tpj myq;fhuKk; ,y;iy. 

ifapNy xU iff; fbfhuk;. mJ toikf;F khwhf 

kW gf;fkhf fl;lg; gl;bUe;jJ. mjhtJ Neuk; 

ghu;g;gjhf ,Ue;jhy; cs;sq; if gf;fk; jhd; ghu;f;f 

Ntz;Lk;. kpf rpwe;j fy;tpkhd; vd;gJ mtuJ 

Njhw;wj;jpNyNa njupfpwJ. Nguhrpupia jpUkjp 

kNf];tud; vd;W nrhd;dhu;fs;. vk;iknay;yhk; 

ghu;j;J tpl;L mq;Nf cs;s kw;iwa Copau;fSld; 

fijj;J tpl;L Ngha; tpl;lhu;. mtu; vkf;F tFg;G 

vLg;gjhf ,y;iy. 

Bio Science gbj;jtd; vd;w gbahy; kwf;f 

Kbahj zoology practical gw;wpAk; nrhy;ypj;jhNd 

MfNtz;Lk;. Zoology lab ,Ds; NghfpNwd;. xU 

tpj;jpahrkhd kzk; tUfpwJ. kPd; FQ;Rfs;> 

G+idfs; ahidfs; vy;yhj;ijAk; FNshNuhghu;k; 

,w;Fs; Nghl;L milr;rR itj;jpUg;gjhy; tUfpd;w 

thil. Nghf Nghf me;j thil gofp tpl;ljdhy; 

gpd;du; me;j kzj;ij czu Kbatpy;iy. 

7 my;yJ 8 ngupa Nkirfs; (lab bench). mjpy; 

tupirahf mLf;fg; gl;l xsp EZf;F fhl;b. 

xt;nthU bench ,w;F mUfpYk; uh[p kp];> u[dp 

kp];> Kj;J kp]; me;j kp]; ,e;j kp]; vd;W mofpa 

demonstrators mzp tFj;J epw;fpwhu;fs;. X… 

mg;g zoology ey;yh gbf;fyhk; vd;W epidj;Jf; 

nfhz;Nld;. Vndd;why; taJ mg;gb. 

EZf;Ff; fhl;bapDs; xU fk;gp njupfpwJ. 

mij mirj;J mirj;J mq;f mJ njupANjh> ,q;f 

,J njupANjh (VNjh Golgi, lysosome, ribosome 
vd;nwy;yhk; nrhd;dhu;fs;) vd;W fhl;bdhu;fs;. 

rj;jpakhf vdf;F me;j fk;gpia jtpu NtW 

vJTNk njupatpy;iy. ahiuAk; Fiw nrhy;tjhf 

epidf;f Ntz;lhk;> vdJ epiyik mg;gbj;jhd; 

,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; vdf;F partner Mf ,Ue;jtd; 

(gpd;dhspy; vdJ kpf kpf neUq;fpa ez;gd;) “Xk; 

kp]; Xk; kp];” vd;W nrhy;ypf; nfhz;Nl ,Ue;jhd;. 

vdf;F kl;Lk; jhd; njupatpy;iyg; NghYk; vd;W 

epidj;J ehDk; njuptij NghyNt jiyiaj; 

jiyia Ml;bNdd;. xUthW me;j practical 
Kbe;jJ ngUk; epk;kjpahf ,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; mjd; 

gpd;du; jhd; xU gpusaNk ,Uf;fpwJ vd;gJ 

mg;NghJ njupahky; Ngha; tpl;lJ.

md;iwf;F ghu;j;j vy;yhj;ijAk; glkhff; fPwp 

mJf;F fPNo mJ gw;wp vOj Ntz;Lkhk;. ehd; 

vd;dj;ijAk; ghu;j;jpUe;jhy; jhNd. vdf;F jhd; 

vJTNk njupatpy;iyNa. gpwF vd;dj;ij fPWwJ. 

vd;dj;ij vOJwJ. vJf;Fk; jiyiaj; jiyia 

Ml;bd vd;u partner I fz;L vd;d nra;tJ vd;W 

Nfl;Nld;. ehd; vy;yhk; fPwp tpl;Nld;. ePAk; ,ij 

ghu;j;Jf; fPW vd;W xU record book I fhl;bdhd;. 

mJ %d;W tUlq;fSf;F Kd;du; gbj;j xU rPdpau; 

,d; record book. me;j rPdpau; ,w;F kl;Lk; vg;gb 

,t;tsT clear Mf me;j EZf;Ff; fhl;bf;Fs;shy 

njupQ;RJ vd;W vdf;F xNu Mr;rupak;. vd;u 

partner ,lNk Nfl;Nld;. “cdf;F ,g;gbnay;yhk; 

EZf;F fhbf;Fs;shy njupQ;RNjh” vd;W. “Vd; 

vndf;nfd Qhdf; fz;Nz> vdf;Fk; xd;Wk; 

njupatpy;iy” vd;whd;. “mg;g jiyia jiyia 

Ml;bdha;” vd;Nwd;. “Vd; ehd; kl;LNk Ml;bdhd;. 

vy;yhUk; jhNd Ml;bdtq;fs;” vd;whd;. vdf;F 

nfhQ;rk; MWjyhf ,Ue;jJ. mg;g ,J (EZf;F 

fhl;bapy; VJk; njupahjJ) vdf;F kl;Lk; cs;s 

gpur;rpid ,y;iy. ,J xU ru;tNjr gpur;rid. 
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Senior ,w;F kl;Lk; vg;gb ,t;tsT njspth 

njupQ;RJ? vd;w vdJ re;Njfj;ij partner ,lk; 

Nfl;Nld;. Partner nrhd;dhd; “ehDk; mtuplk; 

Nfl;ldhd;> mtUk; mtiu tpl ,uz;L tUlk; 

rPdpauhf gbr;rtupd;l record book I ghu;j;Jj; jhd; 

fPwpdtuhk;”> mg;g> 1974k; Mz;L Kjd; Kjypy; 

aho;g;ghz gy;fiyf; fofk; njhlq;fpaNghJ 

fPwpd glq;fs; jhd; njhlu;r;rpahf tUfpwJ NghYk; 

vd;W epidj;Jf; nfhz;Nld;. (mjPj fw;gid). vJ 

vg;gbNah vdJ gpur;rpidf;F xU jPu;T fpilj;jJ 

re;Njhrk;. gpwnfd;d mNj glj;ij ghu;j ;Jf; 

fPwpNdd;. fPNo cs;s Fwpg;ig mg;gbNa vOjhky; 

trdq;fis Kd;Df;F gpd; khw;wp vOjp (copy 

mbj;jJ njupahky; ,Uf;fl;Lk; vd;fpd;w ey;y? 

Nehf;fpy;) xg;gilj;Njd;. 

mLj;j practical fSf;F Nghf Kd; Kjy; fpoik 

ele;j practical record book rku;gpf;fg;gl;L sign 

thq;fg; glNtz;Lk; vd;gJ vOjg;glhj rl;lk;. 

vdNt ehd; rku;g;gpj;j record book sign gz;zg; 

gl;Ls;sjh vd;w MtYld; vdJ record book ,id 

thq;fpg; ghu;f;fpNwd;. vy;yhg; glq;fSf;Fk; Redraw 

vd;W Nghlg; gl;bUe;jJ. Vd; vd;w tpil njupahj 

tpdh ,d;Dk; vd;kdjpy; ,Ue;J nfhz;Nl 

,Uf;fpwJ. 

fhyr; rf;fuk; Rod;wJ. tUl ,Wjpapy; jhd; 

Kd;du; guPl;ir eilngw;wJ. ehd; Kjyhk; Mz;by; 

,Uf;ifapy; mJ semester Kiwahd guPl;irahf 

khw;w epu;thfk; KbntLf;fpwJ. khztu;fs; gyu; 

mjw;F vjpuhdtu;fshf ,Ue;jdu;. mg;NghJ 

tpQ;Qhd gPlhjpgjpahf Nguhrpupau; Fzuj;jpdk; 

,Ue;jhu;. cau;e;j jplfhj;jpukhd> tpiwg;ghd 

kdpju ; .  gu Pl ;irfis xj;jpg ;  NghLtjw;fhf 

khztu;fs; khztu; jiytupd; jiyikapy; Ngr;R 

thu;j;ij elj;j Nghfpd;wdu;. vd;d vd;gJ Nghy 

tpiwg;ghf ghu;f;fpd;whu;. jiytu; tpyhthupahf 

khztu;fs; gf;fj ;Jf;F Nfhupf ;iffisAk; 

mjw;fhd tpsf;fq;fisAk; epahag; ghLfisAk; 

tpsf;Ffpwhu ; .  Nguhrpupau ; fjpiuia tpl ;L 

vOe;jhu;. “ePu; te;J ,e;jf; fjpiuapy; ,Uk; ehd; 

mq;F epw;fpNwd;” vd;fpwhu; rw;W myl;rpakhf. “,J 

xd;Wk; ehd; vLj;j KbT ,y;iy. gy;fiy fof 

epu;thfk; gy khjq;fshf tpthj;jpj;J vLj;j KbT. 

Rk;kh ,jpy epd;W Neuj;ij tPzhf;fhky; Ngha; 

gbj;J Nrhjid vOJw Ntiyiag; ghUq;Nfh” 

vd;W fl;lis ,Lfpwhu;. Nkyjpfkhf xd;iwAk; 

nrhd;dhu; “vdf;Fj; njupe;j gyu; ,g;gbj;jhd; 

Nrhjidia gpw;NghL vd;W fhiyapy Ngha; 

epu;thfj;jpw;F Kd;dhy;; $r;ry; Nghl;Ll;L tPl;Lf;F 

te;J gbf;fpwhu ;fs; .  e Pq ;fSk; mg;gbj;jhd; 

nra;fpwPu;fs; vd;W njupAk;> Nghq;Nfh> Nghq;Nfh” 

vd;W kpf rhjhuzkhf epiyikia ifahz;lhu;. 

xU jsk;gy;> xU gjl;lk;> xU Nfhgk; vJTNk 

mtuplk; ,Uf;ftpy;iy. me;j mDgt Kjpu;r;rp 

mg;NghJ tpsq;ftpy;iy. ,g;NghJ epidf;f 

Mr;rupakhf ,Uf;fpwJ. 

,jdpilNa tlkuhl;rpia GypfsplkpUe;J 

ifg;gw;Wk; Nehf;Fld; gilapdu; ngUk; vLg;Gld; 

Gwg;Lfpwhu;fs;.”Operation Liberation” ehl;bd; 

jiytpjpiaNa khw;wpg; Nghl;lJ. gilapdupd; 

KOf; fl;Lg;ghl;by; tUfpwJ tlkuhl;rp. vd; 

Nghd;w tlkuhl;rp khztu;fSf;Fk;> mtu; jk; 

FLk;gj;jhUf;Fk; ,ilapyhd njhlu;ghly; mw;W 

Nghfpd;wJ. tlkuhl;rpia Nru;e;j khztu;fs; 

vy;Nyhu; Kfj;jpYk; jk; nrhe;jq;fSf;F vd;d 

ele;jNjh vd;w Vf;fKk; mr;rKk;. ,e;j fNsguj;jpy; 

jpl;lkplg;gl;bUe;j guPl;irfs; gpw;Nghlg; gl;lJ. 

tlkuhl;rp gilapduplKk;> Vida gFjpfs; 

Gypfsplk; ,Ue;j gbNa epiyik toikf;F 

jpUk;gpaJ. 

ePz;l xU Fog;gj;jpd; gpd;du; guPl;irfs; 

,d;wpNa ,uz;lhk; jtiz Muk;gkhdJ vd 

epidf;fpd;Nwd;. ,k;Kiw jhtutpay; practical 
nra;ag; NghfpNwhk;. Ma;T$l mikg;G Vwj;jho 

zoology lab Nghd;W ,Uf;fpwJ. Mdhy; me;j 

FNshNuhNghu;k; kzk; ,y;iy. xU rhe;jkhd 

R+oy; njupfpwJ. xU mofhd rpupg;Gld;> ];jpupf;if 

nra;ag;gl shirt ck; pants ck; mzpe;J nfhQ;rk; 

style Md> xU Nguhrpupau; tUfpd;w khztu;fis 

Nehl;lk; tpl ;lgb thry; Gwkhf epw ;fpwhu ; . 

vy;NyhUk; te;J Nru;e;jgpd;du; mtu; Kd; Gwk; 

cs;s blackboard ,d; Kd; te;J epd;W nfhz;L 

“Good Morning” vd;W xU tpj style MfNt 

Muk;gpf;fpwhu;. mtuplk; xUtpj ftu;r;rp ,Ue;jJ. 

(xUNtis u[pdpfhe;j; urpfuhf ,Ue;jpUg;ghNuh 

vd;dNth). Ngrg; Ngr xU MSik njupe;jJ. 

“ehq;fs; ,q;if vd;dj;ij nrhy;YfpNwhk;> 

xt;nthd;iwAk; Vd; nra;fpd;Nwhk; vd;gjid 

ed;F tpsq;fp tpl ;L practical I Muk;gpf ;f 
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Ntz;Lk ; .  VJk ;  tpsq ;f tpy ;iy vd;why ; 

vq;fsplk; NfSq;fs;. mJf;fhfj; jhd; ehDk; 

(demonstrators fis ifahy; fhl;bagb) ,tu;fSk; 

epw;fpNwhk;. tpsq;fpg; gbAq;fs;. Rk;kh glk; fPWw 

Ntiynay;yhk; vdf;F Ntz;lhk;” vd;fpwhu;. 

filrpahf mtu; nrhd;d me;j thu;j;ijapy; (glk; 

fPWk; Ntiy gw;wp) vdf;F cr;rp Fspu;e;jJ. Botany 

I mjpfkhNdhu; fhjy; nfhs;sf; fhuzkhf ,Ue;j 

me;j Nguhrpupau; ahu;? mtu;jhd; Nguhrpupau; 

nja;Nte;jpuuh[h. mq;F epd;w demos k; jhtugl;\

zpfs; Nghd;Nw mikjpahdtu;fshf ,Ue;jhu;fs;. 

xU friendly ahd R+oy; ,Ue;jJ vd;gJ vd;dNth 

cz;ikjhd;. nrhd;dhy; ek;g khl;Bu;fs;. mtu;fs; 

nfhLj;j cw;rhfNkh vd;dNth> md;W ,uNt vdJ 

record book Ntiyfs; Kbe;J tpl;lJ. mLj;j ehNs 

mij jpUj;Jtjw;F nfhLj;Jk; tpl;Nld;. Mr;rupak; 

vd;dntd;why; midj;JNk rup Nghlg;gl;L demo 

tpdhy; ifnahg;gkplgl;bUe;jJ. 

,urhadtpay; vd;whNy vy;yhj ;ijAk; 

ghlkhf ;f  Ntz;Lk ;  vd ;gJ xU jtwhd 

vz;zk;. mjw;Fs;Sk; xU R+l;Rkk; ,Uf;fpd;wJ. 

mbg ;gilia ru pahf Gu pe ;J nfhz;lhy ; > 

,urhadtpay; Nghd;w <]pahd interesting 

Md ghlk; vJTkpy;iy. md;Wk; toik Nghy 

,urhadtpay; tpupTiu kz;lgk; epiwe;J 

tope;jJ. Mz;fSk; ngz;fSkhf Vwj;jho vz;gJ 

khztu;fs; me;j kz;lgj;jpy; tpupTiuf;fhff; 

fhj;jpUf;fpwhu;fs;. xt;nthUtUk; jq;fs; mUfpy; 

,Ug;gtu;fSld; fijj;Jf; nfhz;bUg;gjhy; 

xUtpj ,iur;ry; ,Ue;J nfhz;Nl ,Ue;jJ. 

Kd;gf;fkhf xU Nkil ,Ue;jJ. mjpy; jhd; 

tpupTiuahsu; epd;W tpupTiufs; elj;Jthu;. 

mjd; gpd;Nd cs;s Rtupy; vOJtjw;Fupa fUk; 

gyifAk; mjd; NkNy xU Rtu;f; fbfhuKk; bf; 

bf; vd;w xypAld; Rw;wpf; nfhz;bUf;Fk;. jiyf;F 

NkNy vz;zpylq;fhj kpd;tprpwpfs; Rw;wpf; 

nfhz;Nl ,Uf;Fk;. fw;gjw;Fupa R+oiy me;jf; 

fl;blNk cUthf;fpaJ. 

jpBnud midj;J ry ryg;Gk; Xa;fpwJ. jpUk;gpg; 

ghu;f;fpNwd;. Nguhrpupau; kNf];tud; tUfpwhu;. 

xU tpiuT eilAld; te;J Nkilapy; VWfpwhu;. 

midj;J rj;jq;fSk; mlq;f fbfhuj;jpd; bf; bf; 

xyp kl;Lk; ,g;NghJ Nfl;Lf; nfhz;bUf;fpwJ. 

mjd; rpwpa Ks; xd;gjpYk; ngupa Ks; rupahf 

gd;dpuz;bYk; epw;fpwJ. xU gPlj;jpd; jiytuhf> 

mjd; KONeu epu;thfpahf> khzt MNyhrfuhf> 

NguitapdJk;> %jitapdJk; cWg;gpduhf> 

,d;Dk; vj;jidNah ,ilawhj gzpfSf;F 

kj;jpapYk; tpupTiufSf;F Neuk; jtwhky; 

tUtjpy; Nguhrpupau; kNf];tuDf;F ,izahf 

vtUNk ,y;iy vd;Wjhd; epidf;fpNwd; . 

Reaction Mechanism of Carbonyl Compounds vd;W 

vOjp tpl;L njhlq;Ffpwhu;. xd;wd; gpd; xd;whf 

,yf;fkpl;L mjid fw;gjw;Fj; Njitahd ghlg; 

Gj;jfj;jpd; ngau;fisAk; mjid vOjpatu;fspd; 

ngaiuAk; tupirahf mLf;Ffpwhu;. ehq;fSk; 

VNjh mijnay;yhk; E}yfj;jpy; ,Ue;J vLj;J 

gbg;gtu;fs; Nghy vOJfpNwhk;. 

vd ;dnty ;yhk ;  gbf ;fg ;  Nghf pd ;Nwhk ; 

vd;gjid nrhy;ypf ;  nfhz;Nl Nghfpwhu ; . 

Micheal, Hoffman, Claisen vd;W Kd;id gpd;id 

Nfs;tpg; glhjtu;fspd; nganuy;yhk; nrhy;fpwhu;. 

mjd; gpd; xt;nthd;whf jdpj;jdpNa fw;gpf;fj; 

njhlq;Ffpwhu;. mUikahd fw;gpj;jy; Kiwik. 

,tuplk; gbj;J Nrjd ,urhadk; tpsq;ftpy;iy 

vd;why; NtW vtuplk; gbj;jhYk; tpsq;fhJ vd;W 

czu;fpNwd;. Mtiyj; J}z;Lfpw fw;gpj;jy;.

vy;yhk; ey;yhj;jhd; ,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; xNu xU 

gpur;rid. mbf;fb tFg;gpy; Nfs;tpfs; Nfl;ghu;. 

mtUf;F vy;yh khztu;fspd; ngaUk; mj;Jg;gb. 

Nfs;tpia Nfl;L tpl;L ahuplk; Nfl;fyhk; vd;W 

xU Kiw tFg;ig Nehl;lk; tpLthu;. rfyUk; 

rw;Wf; Fdpe;J tise;J Nkirf;Fs; jk;ik 

xspf;f Kw;gLfpd;wdu;. khwp khwp xt;nthUtupd; 

ngaiuAk; mioj;J gjpiy vjpu ;ghu ;g ;ghu ; . 

ngUk;ghYk; rupahd gjpy; fpilf;fhJ. ,t;thNw 

njhlu;e;jhy; mjpf Neuk; Ngha;tpLk; vd;gJk; 

NguhrpupaUf;Fj; njupAk;. ahuplk; Nfl;lhy; 

rupahd gjpy; tUk; vd;Wk; mtUf;Fj; njupAk;. 

mg;gbahdtu;fspy; xUtupd; ngaiu nrhy;yp 

gjpiy vjpu;ghu;g;ghu;. mjw;Fupa rupahd gjpy; 

fpilj;jJk; tpupTiu njhlUk;. ,g;gbj;jhd; 

Nguhrpu pau ;  kNf];tudpd;  tFg ;G Ngha ;f ; 

nfhz;bUf;Fk;. 

khztu;fspd; fy;tpf;fhf kl;Lkpd;wp mtu;fspd; 

vjpu;fhyk; gw;wpAk; rpe;jpj;j xU rpy Mrpupau;fspy; 

Nguhrpupau; kNf];tud; Kjd;ikahdtu;. Mq;fpy 

mwpT khztu;fSf;F mtrpak; vd;gijg; gy 
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,Ug;gtu;fSld; fijj;Jf; nfhz;bUg;gjhy; 

xUtpj ,iur;ry; ,Ue;J nfhz;Nl ,Ue;jJ. 

Kd;gf;fkhf xU Nkil ,Ue;jJ. mjpy; jhd; 

tpupTiuahsu; epd;W tpupTiufs; elj;Jthu;. 

mjd; gpd;Nd cs;s Rtupy; vOJtjw;Fupa fUk; 

gyifAk; mjd; NkNy xU Rtu;f; fbfhuKk; bf; 

bf; vd;w xypAld; Rw;wpf; nfhz;bUf;Fk;. jiyf;F 

NkNy vz;zpylq;fhj kpd;tprpwpfs; Rw;wpf; 

nfhz;Nl ,Uf;Fk;. fw;gjw;Fupa R+oiy me;jf; 

fl;blNk cUthf;fpaJ. 

jpBnud midj;J ry ryg;Gk; Xa;fpwJ. jpUk;gpg; 

ghu;f;fpNwd;. Nguhrpupau; kNf];tud; tUfpwhu;. 

xU tpiuT eilAld; te;J Nkilapy; VWfpwhu;. 

midj;J rj;jq;fSk; mlq;f fbfhuj;jpd; bf; bf; 

xyp kl;Lk; ,g;NghJ Nfl;Lf; nfhz;bUf;fpwJ. 

mjd; rpwpa Ks; xd;gjpYk; ngupa Ks; rupahf 
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Reaction Mechanism of Carbonyl Compounds vd;W 

vOjp tpl;L njhlq;Ffpwhu;. xd;wd; gpd; xd;whf 

,yf;fkpl;L mjid fw;gjw;Fj; Njitahd ghlg; 

Gj;jfj;jpd; ngau;fisAk; mjid vOjpatu;fspd; 

ngaiuAk; tupirahf mLf;Ffpwhu;. ehq;fSk; 

VNjh mijnay;yhk; E}yfj;jpy; ,Ue;J vLj;J 

gbg;gtu;fs; Nghy vOJfpNwhk;. 

vd ;dnty ;yhk ;  gbf ;fg ;  Nghf pd ;Nwhk ; 

vd;gjid nrhy;ypf ;  nfhz;Nl Nghfpwhu ; . 

Micheal, Hoffman, Claisen vd;W Kd;id gpd;id 

Nfs;tpg; glhjtu;fspd; nganuy;yhk; nrhy;fpwhu;. 

mjd; gpd; xt;nthd;whf jdpj;jdpNa fw;gpf;fj; 

njhlq;Ffpwhu;. mUikahd fw;gpj;jy; Kiwik. 

,tuplk; gbj;J Nrjd ,urhadk; tpsq;ftpy;iy 

vd;why; NtW vtuplk; gbj;jhYk; tpsq;fhJ vd;W 

czu;fpNwd;. Mtiyj; J}z;Lfpw fw;gpj;jy;.

vy;yhk; ey;yhj;jhd; ,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; xNu xU 

gpur;rid. mbf;fb tFg;gpy; Nfs;tpfs; Nfl;ghu;. 

mtUf;F vy;yh khztu;fspd; ngaUk; mj;Jg;gb. 

Nfs;tpia Nfl;L tpl;L ahuplk; Nfl;fyhk; vd;W 

xU Kiw tFg;ig Nehl;lk; tpLthu;. rfyUk; 

rw;Wf; Fdpe;J tise;J Nkirf;Fs; jk;ik 

xspf;f Kw;gLfpd;wdu;. khwp khwp xt;nthUtupd; 

ngaiuAk; mioj;J gjpiy vjpu ;ghu ;g ;ghu ; . 

ngUk;ghYk; rupahd gjpy; fpilf;fhJ. ,t;thNw 

njhlu;e;jhy; mjpf Neuk; Ngha;tpLk; vd;gJk; 

NguhrpupaUf;Fj; njupAk;. ahuplk; Nfl;lhy; 

rupahd gjpy; tUk; vd;Wk; mtUf;Fj; njupAk;. 

mg;gbahdtu;fspy; xUtupd; ngaiu nrhy;yp 

gjpiy vjpu;ghu;g;ghu;. mjw;Fupa rupahd gjpy; 

fpilj;jJk; tpupTiu njhlUk;. ,g;gbj;jhd; 

Nguhrpu pau ;  kNf];tudpd;  tFg ;G Ngha ;f ; 

nfhz;bUf;Fk;. 

khztu;fspd; fy;tpf;fhf kl;Lkpd;wp mtu;fspd; 

vjpu;fhyk; gw;wpAk; rpe;jpj;j xU rpy Mrpupau;fspy; 

Nguhrpupau; kNf];tud; Kjd;ikahdtu;. Mq;fpy 

mwpT khztu;fSf;F mtrpak; vd;gijg; gy 
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,lq;fspYk; Rl;bf; fhl;batu;. Mdhy; me;j 

Neuj;jpy; mjid tpsq;fpf; nfhs;Sk; epiyapy; 
ehkpUf;ftpy;iy. Vndd;why; taJ mg;gb. 
Fwpg ;ghf ehq ;fs ;  ,urhad tpNrl fw ;if 
(chemistry special) Nkw;nfhs;Sk; NghJ me;j 13 

khztu;fSf;fhfTk; tpNrl Mq;fpy tFg;Gfis 

xOq;F nra;jpUe;jhu;. mjw;F vd;nwhU Gj;jfk; 

jpizf;fs jiytupd; mYtyfj;jpy; ,Uf;Fk;. 

mjid vLj;J te;J gbg;gpg;ghu;fs;. fhiyapypUe;J 

khiy tiu tFg;Gfs; eil ngWtjhy; rpwpJ 

fisg;ghfj;jhd; ,Uf;Fk;. Mq;fpy tFg;igf; 

cut mbj;jhy; ,ilapy; xU rpW break tUk;. 
vdNt ehd; ,ilf;fpil Mq;fpy tFg;igf; cut 
mbg;gJ toik. mJ vd;dNth njupatpy;iy> 
cut mbj;J tpl;L NkNy ,Ue;J fPNo tUk;NghJ 
Kjypy; njupgtu; Nguhrpupau; kNf];tudhfj;jhd; 
,Uf;Fk;. “vq;f NghwPu;?” VjhtnjhU ngha; 
nrhy;yj;jhNd Ntz;Lk;. “jz;zp Fbf;f sir”. 

mtUf;F njupahjjh? “mnjy;yhk; gpwF Fbf;fyhk;> 

office ,w;F Ngha; Gj;jfj;ij vLj;Jf; nfhz;L class 
f;Fg; Nghk; ghu;f;fyhk;” vd;fpwhu;. NtW topapy;iy. 

jpUk;g tFg;G Nehf;fp NghfpNwd;. ,g;gbj;jhd;> 

gy;fiy fofk; vd;whYk; khztu; eyDf;fhfg; 

ghlrhiy khztu;fs; NghyNt elj;Jthu;. 

ehd; mwpe;jtiu> jdJ nrhe;j Kaw;rpahy; 
khztu ;fSf ;Fg ;  Gyikg ;  gu pRld ;  PhD 
nra;tjw;fhf ,q;fpyhe;jpNy cs;s gy;fiyf;fofk; 
xd;wpy; mDkjp vLj;Jf; nfhLj;J mtu;fs; jq;fs; 
gl;l Nkw;gbg;G Kbg;gjw;Fk; cjtp nra;jtu; 
Nguhrpupau; kNf];tud; kl;Lkhfj;jhd; ,Ug;ghu;. 
aho;g;ghz khztu;fshYk;> r%fj;jhYk; kwf;fg; 
gl Kbahj khkdpju;. ehd; ,urhadtpaypy; 
fhjy; nfhs;s ,uz;lhtJ fhuzkhdtu;. vd; 
vjpu; fhyj;ij mjid Nehf;fpj; jpUg;gpatu;fspy; 
Kjd;ik Mdtu;. 

aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf; fofk; jdJ Ik;gjhtJ 
mfitia milAk; Neuk; Nguhrpupau; kNf];tud;> 
Nguhrpupia jpUkjp. kNf];tud;> Nguhrpupau; 
nja;Nte;jpuuh[h> Nguhrpupau; Fzuj;jpdk;> 
Nguhr pu pau ;  fNzrypq ;fk ;  Nghd ;Nwhu pd ; 
NritapidAk ;  Vida Nguhr pu pau ;fs ; > 
tpupTiuahsu;fs; >  NjhNshL Njhs; epd ;w 
fy;tprhuh cj;jpNahfj;ju;fs; midtupdJk; 

NritapidAk; xU Kiw kPl;Lg; ghu;j;J ehk; 

ngUik nfhs;Nthk;.

fyhepjp fe;jrhkp thfPru;
(Scientist, Research and Development Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc.,Whitby, 

Ontario, Canada)
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fw;wJ ifk;kz;zsT

fy;yhjJ cyfsT” - xsitahu;

aho;g;ghz gy;fiyf;fof tpQ;Qhd gPlk;> 

jw;NghJ Ik;gJ Mz;Lfisg; G+u;j;jp nra;J> 

nghd;tpohit nfhz;lhLk; ,j;jUzj;jpy;> 

cynfq;Fk; gue;J thOk; ngsjpf tpQ;Qhd 

Mwhk; tUl gpupT gioa khzt khztpfshfpa 

ehKk;> Vida 49 tUl gpupT Nrhjuu;fshfpa 

cq;fs; midtNuhLk; fye;J rpwg;gpj;J> tho;j;jp 

mfkfpo;T nfhs;fpNwhk;.

“Nfby; tpOr;nry;tk; fy;tp xUtw;F

 khly;y kw;iwait”

nry ;tq ;fs py ;  vy ;yhk ;  Nkd ;ikahd 

fy;tpr;nry;tj;ij vkf;nfy;yhk; thup toq;fpa vk; 

Nguhrhd;fs; midtUf;Fk; Kjw;fz; rpuk;jho;j;jp 

ed;wp $WfpNwhk;.

fhyk;nrd;w Nguhrpupau;fs; Fzuj;jpdk;> 

ghyd; nry;iyah> kNf];tud;> ,uhN[];tup 

kw;Wk; ju;kuj;jpdk;> fe;jrhkp> ,uhkre;jpud;> 

ky;fhbd;> kw;Wk; rpNu];l tpupTiuahsu;fs;> 

tpupTiuahsu;fs; fhyk;nrd;w rpwP];fe;juh[h> 

kw ;Wk ;  r pw Pjud ; >  FfNerd; >  ,uhkre ;j pud ; > 

kNf];tud;> tpd;]d;yl;> tre;jp> gRgjp>........ 

midtiuAk; epidT$u;e;J> ,e;jg; nghd;tpohtpy; 

nrhy;yk;Gfshy; nghd;dhil Nghu;j;jp nfsutpj;J 

tzq;fp> vkJ fhyfl;lj;jpy; eilngw;w rpy 

Kf;fpakhd rk;gtq;fisAk;> mEgtq;fisAk; 

fPNo gjpT nra;J gfpu;e;J nfhs;fpNwhk;.

vkJ ngsjpf tpQ;Qhd gpupT> 1979 Ig;grp 

khjk; aho; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; fhy; gjpj;jJ. 

Mz;fs; 84> ngz;fs; 22 vd;wthW nkhj;jk; 

106 khztu;fs; mt;tUlj;jpy; cs;thq;fg;gl; 

bUe;Njhk;. JizNte;ju; fhyk;nrd;w Nguhrpupau; 

R. tpj;jpahde;jd; mtu;fs; jdJ tuNtw;Giuapy;> 

aho; tshfk; ,t;thz;L 1979 Kjy; jdpj;J 

,aq;Fk; gy;fiyfofkhf juKau;j;jg;gl;Ls;sJ 

vd;Wk;> ehk; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; KjyhtJ mzp 

vd njuptpj;J> vjpu;fhyj;jpy; vq;fsplkpUe;J gy 

fy;tpkhd;fis> tpQ;Qhdpfis> njhopyjpgu;fis> 

Vd; tUq;fhy JizNte;ju ;fisAk; ,e ;j 

gy;fiyfofk; vjpu;ghu;j;J fhj;J cs;sJ vd ciu 

epfo;j;jpdhu;.

jw;Nghija JizNte;jUk;> xU khztdhf 

vkJ gpuptpy; md;W ,Ue;jhu;. ,e;j ciuia 

cd;dpg;ghf Nfl;Lk; ,Ue;jpUg;ghu;.

md;W JizNte;ju; tpijj;jhu;. ,d;W vkJ 

1979k; Mz;L gpupT ngUk; tpUl;rkhfp gy 

fyhepjpfs;> tya fy;tp gzpg;ghsu;fs;>  mjpgu;fs;> 

tpupTiuahsu;fs;> gy ,isQu;fSf;F Ntiy 

tha;g;G mspf;Fk; nkd;nghUs; njhopyjpgu;fs;> 

cyftq ;f p  nghUshjhu  MNyhrfu ; fs ; > 

tpw;gd;du;fs;> nghwpapayhsu;fs;> KONeu 

,aw;if tptrhapfs;> ngUk; tzpf ehtha; 

jsgjpfs;> gpwnkhop ty;Yeu;fs; vd gy gue;J 

gl;l Jiwfspy; Kjd;ik mjpfhuj;Jld; tyk; 

tUfpwhu;fs;.

vkJ gpuptpy; rpy khztu;fs; nghwpapay; ghl 

newp jFjp ntl;Lg;Gs;spf;F Nky; ngw;W ,Ue;Jk;> 

mg;NghJ epytpa ,dg;ghFghL> ntWg;G murpay;> 

kPs m%y;gLj;jg;gl;l mDkjp Kiw (15% jpwik> 

55% khtl;l> 30% gpd;jq;fpa) fhuzq;fshYk;> 

ngsjpf tpQ;Qhd fw;if newpf;Nf mtu;fs; njupT 

nra;ag;gl;lhu;fs;. ,jpy; ftdpf;fg; gl Ntz;baJ 

md;W aho;g;gzk; fy;tpapy; Nky;epiy. jkpo; 

ghuhSkd;w cWg;gpdu;shy; ghuhSkd;wj;jpy; 

Kiwapl;Lk; ve;jtpj gyDk; ,y;yhJ> nrtpld; 

fhjpy; rq;$jpaJ NghyNt MfpaJ. ,e;j nray; 

MdJ> md;iwa fhy fl;lj;jpy; gy ,isQu;fis 

Mj;jpuk; mila nra;Jk; > mePjpf ;F vjpuhf 

NghuhlTk; type;J J}z;baJ vd;gij kpfTk; 

tUj;jj;Jld; gjptpLfpNwhk;.

MwhtJ ngsjpftpay; tpQ;Qhd mzpapd; 
vz;zg;gfpu;T kly;

6MtJ ngsjpftpay; tpQ;Qhdg; gpupT 1979 - 1982{1983 
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fw;wJ ifk;kz;zsT

fy;yhjJ cyfsT” - xsitahu;

aho;g;ghz gy;fiyf;fof tpQ;Qhd gPlk;> 

jw;NghJ Ik;gJ Mz;Lfisg; G+u;j;jp nra;J> 

nghd;tpohit nfhz;lhLk; ,j;jUzj;jpy;> 

cynfq;Fk; gue;J thOk; ngsjpf tpQ;Qhd 

Mwhk; tUl gpupT gioa khzt khztpfshfpa 

ehKk;> Vida 49 tUl gpupT Nrhjuu;fshfpa 

cq;fs; midtNuhLk; fye;J rpwg;gpj;J> tho;j;jp 

mfkfpo;T nfhs;fpNwhk;.

“Nfby; tpOr;nry;tk; fy;tp xUtw;F

 khly;y kw;iwait”

nry ;tq ;fs py ;  vy ;yhk ;  Nkd ;ikahd 

fy;tpr;nry;tj;ij vkf;nfy;yhk; thup toq;fpa vk; 

Nguhrhd;fs; midtUf;Fk; Kjw;fz; rpuk;jho;j;jp 

ed;wp $WfpNwhk;.

fhyk;nrd;w Nguhrpupau;fs; Fzuj;jpdk;> 

ghyd; nry;iyah> kNf];tud;> ,uhN[];tup 

kw;Wk; ju;kuj;jpdk;> fe;jrhkp> ,uhkre;jpud;> 

ky;fhbd;> kw;Wk; rpNu];l tpupTiuahsu;fs;> 

tpupTiuahsu;fs; fhyk;nrd;w rpwP];fe;juh[h> 

kw ;Wk ;  r pw Pjud ; >  FfNerd; >  ,uhkre ;j pud ; > 

kNf];tud;> tpd;]d;yl;> tre;jp> gRgjp>........ 

midtiuAk; epidT$u;e;J> ,e;jg; nghd;tpohtpy; 

nrhy;yk;Gfshy; nghd;dhil Nghu;j;jp nfsutpj;J 

tzq;fp> vkJ fhyfl;lj;jpy; eilngw;w rpy 

Kf;fpakhd rk;gtq;fisAk;> mEgtq;fisAk; 

fPNo gjpT nra;J gfpu;e;J nfhs;fpNwhk;.

vkJ ngsjpf tpQ;Qhd gpupT> 1979 Ig;grp 

khjk; aho; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; fhy; gjpj;jJ. 

Mz;fs; 84> ngz;fs; 22 vd;wthW nkhj;jk; 

106 khztu;fs; mt;tUlj;jpy; cs;thq;fg;gl; 

bUe;Njhk;. JizNte;ju; fhyk;nrd;w Nguhrpupau; 

R. tpj;jpahde;jd; mtu;fs; jdJ tuNtw;Giuapy;> 

aho; tshfk; ,t;thz;L 1979 Kjy; jdpj;J 

,aq;Fk; gy;fiyfofkhf juKau;j;jg;gl;Ls;sJ 

vd;Wk;> ehk; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; KjyhtJ mzp 

vd njuptpj;J> vjpu;fhyj;jpy; vq;fsplkpUe;J gy 

fy;tpkhd;fis> tpQ;Qhdpfis> njhopyjpgu;fis> 

Vd; tUq;fhy JizNte;ju ;fisAk; ,e ;j 

gy;fiyfofk; vjpu;ghu;j;J fhj;J cs;sJ vd ciu 

epfo;j;jpdhu;.

jw;Nghija JizNte;jUk;> xU khztdhf 

vkJ gpuptpy; md;W ,Ue;jhu;. ,e;j ciuia 

cd;dpg;ghf Nfl;Lk; ,Ue;jpUg;ghu;.

md;W JizNte;ju; tpijj;jhu;. ,d;W vkJ 

1979k; Mz;L gpupT ngUk; tpUl;rkhfp gy 

fyhepjpfs;> tya fy;tp gzpg;ghsu;fs;>  mjpgu;fs;> 

tpupTiuahsu;fs;> gy ,isQu;fSf;F Ntiy 

tha;g;G mspf;Fk; nkd;nghUs; njhopyjpgu;fs;> 

cyftq ;f p  nghUshjhu  MNyhrfu ; fs ; > 

tpw;gd;du;fs;> nghwpapayhsu;fs;> KONeu 

,aw;if tptrhapfs;> ngUk; tzpf ehtha; 

jsgjpfs;> gpwnkhop ty;Yeu;fs; vd gy gue;J 

gl;l Jiwfspy; Kjd;ik mjpfhuj;Jld; tyk; 

tUfpwhu;fs;.

vkJ gpuptpy; rpy khztu;fs; nghwpapay; ghl 

newp jFjp ntl;Lg;Gs;spf;F Nky; ngw;W ,Ue;Jk;> 

mg;NghJ epytpa ,dg;ghFghL> ntWg;G murpay;> 

kPs m%y;gLj;jg;gl;l mDkjp Kiw (15% jpwik> 

55% khtl;l> 30% gpd;jq;fpa) fhuzq;fshYk;> 

ngsjpf tpQ;Qhd fw;if newpf;Nf mtu;fs; njupT 

nra;ag;gl;lhu;fs;. ,jpy; ftdpf;fg; gl Ntz;baJ 

md;W aho;g;gzk; fy;tpapy; Nky;epiy. jkpo; 

ghuhSkd;w cWg;gpdu;shy; ghuhSkd;wj;jpy; 

Kiwapl;Lk; ve;jtpj gyDk; ,y;yhJ> nrtpld; 

fhjpy; rq;$jpaJ NghyNt MfpaJ. ,e;j nray; 

MdJ> md;iwa fhy fl;lj;jpy; gy ,isQu;fis 

Mj;jpuk; mila nra;Jk; > mePjpf ;F vjpuhf 

NghuhlTk; type;J J}z;baJ vd;gij kpfTk; 

tUj;jj;Jld; gjptpLfpNwhk;.

MwhtJ ngsjpftpay; tpQ;Qhd mzpapd; 
vz;zg;gfpu;T kly;

6MtJ ngsjpftpay; tpQ;Qhdg; gpupT 1979 - 1982{1983 
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Kjy; ,uz;L Mz;Lg ;  g pu pTfspy ; >  aho; 

tshfj;jpy; gbj;j khztu;fSk;> tpN\l rpj;jp 

ngw ;W>  tpu pTiuahsu ;fshf vkf ;F fy ;tp 

Gfl;baJk;> fiyg;gPl khztpfs; vk;NkhL J}

afzpjk; fw;f Kjd;Kjyhf nray;jpl;lk; mKy; 

gLj;jpaikAk; Fwpg;gpl jf;fJ.

ehk ;  gbj ;j fhyg ;gFjpapy ;  khztu ;fs ; 

Gifapujj;jpy; gazpj;J> nfhf;Ftpy; epiyaj;jpy; 

,wq ;f p >  g pd ;du ;  ele ;J te ;J fy ;tp  fw ;gJ 

toikahf ,Ue;jJ. ghJfhg;gw;w flitapy; 

xU jlit tpgj;J ele;jJ> vkJ rf capupay;gPl 

khztpnahUtUf;F fhy; Jz;bf;fg;gl;lJ Nghd;w 

rk;gtq;fSk; ele;Js;sd. xU jiy ,uhfk; 

tifahd> Giftz;bf; fhjy; tptfhuq;fSk; 

ele;J te;Jk; cs;sd.

vkJ khztpfs; kPJ> ntspegu;fs; gfpbtij 

Nghd;w nray;ghLfis vLj;jNghJ> khztu;fs; 

midtUk; xd;W Nru;e;J ngUk; Nghuhl;lj;ij 

me;j jPa rf;jpfSf;F vjpuhf Kd;ndLj;jhu;fs;. 

,jd; tpisthf me;j gFjpapy; fytuk; Vw;gl;lJ. 

khztu;fs; gy;fiyf;fof tshfj;jpDs; ,uz;L 

ehl ;fs; milf;fg ;gl ;l epiyik Vw;gl ;lJ. 

gy;fiyfof mjpfhupfs;> fhty;JiwapdUld; 

Nru;e;J xU R%f epiyia gpd;du; Vw;gLj;jp 

,Ue;jdu;.

vq;fs; Nfhupf;iffs; epiwNtWtjw;fhf gy 

cz;zhtpujg; Nghuhl;lq;fis Nkw;nfhz;L mjpy; 

ntw;wp fz;l re;ju;g;gq;fSk; cz;L. md;iwa 
fhyfl;lj;jpy; murpd; vjpu;fl;rpj; jiytuhf 
gzpahw;wpa kiwe;j mg;ghgps;is mkpu;jypq;fk; 
mtu;fs; tUif je;J cWjpnkhop mspj;jJk;> 
rhFk;tiuahd rpy cz;zhtpujg; Nghuhl;lq;fs; 
Muk;gpf;fg;gl;l tuyhWfSk; cs;sd.

nghJ E}yfk; vupf ;fg;gl;l NghJ mjid 
jLg;gjw;Fk; mizg;gjw;Fk;> gyu; Nru;e;J xU 
mzpahf nrd;Nwhk;. MapDk; vk;khy; xd;WNk 

nra;a KbahJ NghdijAk; Mo;e;j tUj;jj;NjhL 

,q;F gjptpLfpNwhk;. gpd;du; aho;Flhehl;by; 

cs;s xt;nthU tPl;bw;Fk; jtwhJ nrd;W Mff; 

Fiwe;jJ xU Gj;jfkhtJ Nrfupg;gjpy; <Lgl;L 

xU MWjy; ntw;wpia mile;Njhk; vd;W jhd; 

$w KbAk;.

njd; ,yq;ifapy; ,df;fytuk; 1983 ,y; 

ntbj;jNghJ> ngUk; gag;gPjpAld; tlgFjpf;F ,lk; 

ngau;e;J te;jkf;fspd; eyNdhk;gy; nraw;ghLfspy; 

mu;g;gzpg;Gld; <Lgl;L> midj;ijAk; ,oe;J jkJ 

nrhe;j ehl;bNyNa mehijahf;fg;gl;l kf;fSf;F 

MWjyhf nraw;gl;Nlhk;.

kl;lf;fsg;G Gay; (1978) epthuz nray;ghLfis 

vkJ %j;j khztu;fs; Kd;ndLj;J ,Ue;jdu;. 

mtu;fNshL ehKk; Nru;e;J fsg;gzpahw;wp> tPLfs; 

Gduikg;G> clYjtp> nghUshjhu cjtp Nghd;w 

Nritfis mspj;J te;Njhk;. gf;f tpisthf 

rpy fhjy; nray;ghLfSk; ele;J jsj;ij c\hu; 

gLj;jpaikiaAk; $wj; jhd; Ntz;Lk;.

,uhkehjd ;  kz;lgj ;j pw ;F  Kd ;  cs ;s 

g puNjrk ;  vq ;fs ;  t pisahl ;L ikjhdk ; . 

mUfpYs;s fy; ,Uf;iffSk; guNk];tud; 

NfhtpYf ;F mz;ikapYs ;s jdpikgl ;l 

,lKk; fhjyu;fSf;Fupajhf vOjg;glhj ahg;G 

,Ue;jJ. NkYk; Fbghdk;> cw;rhfghdk; Nghd;w 

jputq;fshy; jhfk; jzpf;Fk; jz;zPu; ge;jYf;Fupa 

,lkhfTk; fspahl;l epfo;Tfspd;NghJ mit 

khw ;wkile ;J te ;jijAk ;  gyUk ;  k pFe ;j 

rpuj;ijAld; mtjhdpj;J te;Jk; cs;sdu;.

xUGwk; fy;tp fw;wYk;> nghJey Nrit 

nray;ghLfSk; ,izahf ele;Njwp te;jd. 

kWGwk; ele;j rpy eifr;Rit Fwpg;GfisAk; 

jUtJ jtwhfhJ vd vz;ZfpNwhk;. Kjyhk; 

Mz;L khztu;fs; vd;why;> czT rhiyapy; 

ftdpg;G rw;W ke;jkhf jhd; ,Uf;Fk;. jk;gp> 

“ghy;nrhjp Cj;jth” vd;w mf;fiwAk;> “,y;y 

ehd; ePu ; Fohapy; vLf;fpwd; mz;Nz” vd;W 

Nehfhky; Fj;jp fhl;LtJk; cz;L. fiyg;gPl 

khztpfis rPz;LtJk;> “gbahj vUikfs;” 

vd;W mtu;fs; rPWtJk;> “gbj;j vUikfs; cz;lh” 

vd;W kPs;rPz;LtJkhf> ehnshU tz;zKk; 

nghOnjhU Nkdpahf ehl;fs; tope;Njhbd.

,Wjpahf> ehq;fs; gy;fiyf;fof gbg;ig 

Kbj;J> Njhou; Njhopfisg; gpupe ;J gwe;J> 

ve;j Cupy; ve;j ehl;by; fhz;NghNkh vd;W> 

gRik epiwe;j epidTfNshL nrd;Nwhk; . 

MapDk; kPz;Lk; ,ize;Njhk;. Nghupd; typ 

vk;ik kPz;Lk; ,izj;jJ> gy nray;ghLfis 

Nghupdhy; ghjpf;fg;gl;l kf;fSf;fhf> vk; kz;zpd; 

ike;ju;fSf;fhf> 2017k; Mz;L Kjy;> Kd;dhs; 

fpspnehr;rp tya fy;tpg;gzpg;ghsu; %ykhf 
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Kd;ndLj;Njhk; .  mtw;wpy ;  rpytw;iw fPNo 

gfpu;fpNwhk;

 y fpspnehr;rp> Koq;fhtpy; k. tp. ,y; gj;J 

may; ghlrhiyfs; khztu;fSf;F fw;wy; 

cgfuzq;fs; toq;fpaik (2017). Kd;dhs; 

gjpy; JizNte;jUk; vkJ MrhDkhfpa 

Nguhrpupau; fe;jrhkp fye;J rpwg;gpj;jhu;.

 y t d ; d p a p Y s ; s  n g z ;  j i y i k j ; J t 

FLk;gq;fspw;F tho;thjhu cjtpfshf ijay; 

,ae;jpuk;> Nfhop> ML> khL tsu;g;G> tptrhak;> 

rpW ifj;njhopy; Cf;Ftpg;G nray;ghLfs;.

 y td;dpapy ;  Nghupdhy; fhy;fis ,oe;j 

xUtUf;F> ifnfhLj;J tho;thjhuj;jpw;fhf 

tUkhdk; <l;l xU nrhj;jhf njhopy;Jiw 

ijay; ,ae;jpuk; toq;fp tPWeil Nghl 

itj;J> ,d;W mtupd; vOr;rp %ykhf gy ngz; 

jiyikj;Jt FLk;gq;fspw;F tho;tspf;Fk; 

nray; jpl;lj;jpid eilKiw gLj;jpaik.

 y f p s p n e h r ; r p  r h e ; j G u k ;  f i y k f s ; 

tpj ;jpahyj;jpw ;F jpwd; tFg;giw xd;W 

toq;fpaik. juk ;  vl ;L ,ypUe;J juk ; 

gjpndhd;W tiu> Nkyjpf Neuj;jpy; khzt 

nry;tq;fs; fzpjk; tpQ;Qhdk;> jkpo; fw;Fk; 

gbahf> Nkyjpf Mrpupau;fis mku;j ;jp 

nfhLg;gdT toq;fpAk;> me;j khztu;fSf;F 

fw;wy; cgfuzq;fs toq;fpAk; cs;sik.

 y fle ;j MW tUlq;fshf ruhrupahf 16 

khztu;fspd; fy;tpf;fhf khjhe;jk; gz 

cjtpfs; toq;fp tUfpd;wik.

 y fpuhQ;rp ,ytr fy;tp epiyaj;jpw;F khztu; 

jsghlq;fs;> Gj;jfq;fs;>  Vida cgfuzq;fs; 

toq;fp> fle;j VO tUlq;fshf ,ytrkhf 

fw;Fk; khztu;fspd; Mrpupau;fs; ,UtUf;Fk; 

Cjpak; toq;FtJ.

 y fpspnehr;rp khtl;l nghJ itj;jparhiyapd; 

Nehahsu ;  t pLj pfs ; >  ntspNehahsu ; 

gpupTfSf;F FbePu; toq;Fk; nraw;jpl;lk; 

MW tUlq;fs; Kd;du; epiwNtw;wg;gl;lik.

 y nfhNuhdh fhyj;jpy; NehahspfSf;fhd 

rj;JzT toq;fpaikAk;> NkYk; ,we;j 

cly;fis ghJfhf;f Nkyjpf jw ;fhypf 

nfhs;fyd; mikf;f gq;fspg;Gk; nra;ag; 

gl;lik.

gRikahd epidTfis> kPz;Lk; vq;fs; Kd;Nd 

,e;jg; nghd;tpoh fhl;rpg;gLj;jp As;sJ. ,e;j 

tpohit Kd;Ndw;ghL nra;j midtUf;Fk; ed;wp 

$wp> tho;j;JfpNwhk;.

,itnay;yhk; epiwthf epiwNtw cjtpa 

midj;J ez;gu;fSf;Fk; ey;Ys;sq;fSf;Fk; 

,r;re;ju;g;gj;jpy; ed;wpfis gfpu;e;J nfhs; fpd;Nwhk;. 

vq;fs; mzpapd; xw;WikAk; kd ,sikAk; 

vq;fs; gzp njhlu cjTk; vd ek;Gfpd;Nwhk;. 

 “nka;g;nghUs; fhz;gJ mwpT” 
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Kd;ndLj;Njhk; .  mtw;wpy ;  rpytw;iw fPNo 

gfpu;fpNwhk;

 y fpspnehr;rp> Koq;fhtpy; k. tp. ,y; gj;J 

may; ghlrhiyfs; khztu;fSf;F fw;wy; 

cgfuzq;fs; toq;fpaik (2017). Kd;dhs; 

gjpy; JizNte;jUk; vkJ MrhDkhfpa 

Nguhrpupau; fe;jrhkp fye;J rpwg;gpj;jhu;.

 y t d ; d p a p Y s ; s  n g z ;  j i y i k j ; J t 

FLk;gq;fspw;F tho;thjhu cjtpfshf ijay; 

,ae;jpuk;> Nfhop> ML> khL tsu;g;G> tptrhak;> 

rpW ifj;njhopy; Cf;Ftpg;G nray;ghLfs;.

 y td;dpapy ;  Nghupdhy; fhy;fis ,oe;j 

xUtUf;F> ifnfhLj;J tho;thjhuj;jpw;fhf 

tUkhdk; <l;l xU nrhj;jhf njhopy;Jiw 

ijay; ,ae;jpuk; toq;fp tPWeil Nghl 

itj;J> ,d;W mtupd; vOr;rp %ykhf gy ngz; 

jiyikj;Jt FLk;gq;fspw;F tho;tspf;Fk; 

nray; jpl;lj;jpid eilKiw gLj;jpaik.

 y f p s p n e h r ; r p  r h e ; j G u k ;  f i y k f s ; 

tpj ;jpahyj;jpw ;F jpwd; tFg;giw xd;W 

toq;fpaik. juk ;  vl ;L ,ypUe;J juk ; 

gjpndhd;W tiu> Nkyjpf Neuj;jpy; khzt 

nry;tq;fs; fzpjk; tpQ;Qhdk;> jkpo; fw;Fk; 

gbahf> Nkyjpf Mrpupau;fis mku;j ;jp 

nfhLg;gdT toq;fpAk;> me;j khztu;fSf;F 

fw;wy; cgfuzq;fs toq;fpAk; cs;sik.

 y fle ;j MW tUlq;fshf ruhrupahf 16 

khztu;fspd; fy;tpf;fhf khjhe;jk; gz 

cjtpfs; toq;fp tUfpd;wik.

 y fpuhQ;rp ,ytr fy;tp epiyaj;jpw;F khztu; 

jsghlq;fs;> Gj;jfq;fs;>  Vida cgfuzq;fs; 

toq;fp> fle;j VO tUlq;fshf ,ytrkhf 

fw;Fk; khztu;fspd; Mrpupau;fs; ,UtUf;Fk; 

Cjpak; toq;FtJ.

 y fpspnehr;rp khtl;l nghJ itj;jparhiyapd; 

Nehahsu ;  t pLj pfs ; >  ntspNehahsu ; 

gpupTfSf;F FbePu; toq;Fk; nraw;jpl;lk; 

MW tUlq;fs; Kd;du; epiwNtw;wg;gl;lik.

 y nfhNuhdh fhyj;jpy; NehahspfSf;fhd 

rj;JzT toq;fpaikAk;> NkYk; ,we;j 

cly;fis ghJfhf;f Nkyjpf jw ;fhypf 

nfhs;fyd; mikf;f gq;fspg;Gk; nra;ag; 

gl;lik.

gRikahd epidTfis> kPz;Lk; vq;fs; Kd;Nd 

,e;jg; nghd;tpoh fhl;rpg;gLj;jp As;sJ. ,e;j 

tpohit Kd;Ndw;ghL nra;j midtUf;Fk; ed;wp 

$wp> tho;j;JfpNwhk;.

,itnay;yhk; epiwthf epiwNtw cjtpa 

midj;J ez;gu;fSf;Fk; ey;Ys;sq;fSf;Fk; 

,r;re;ju;g;gj;jpy; ed;wpfis gfpu;e;J nfhs; fpd;Nwhk;. 

vq;fs; mzpapd; xw;WikAk; kd ,sikAk; 

vq;fs; gzp njhlu cjTk; vd ek;Gfpd;Nwhk;. 

 “nka;g;nghUs; fhz;gJ mwpT” 
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ehd; Vvy; gNah rad;]; gbr;R 260 khu;f;]; 

vLj;Jk; Nfhjhup tpOe;j jug;gLj;jy; rl;lj;jhiy 

vdf;F nkbrpd; fpilf;Nfy;iy gNah rad;]; jhd; 

fpilr;rJ vz;L vq;fl Mr;rpf;F ftiy vz;lij 

tpl rpwpkhtpiy Nfhtk; Nfhtkh te;jJ. Nfhjhup 

tpOths; vq;fl gps;isaspd;iu gbg;gpiy 

kz;iz ms;spg; Nghl;lts; xU ehSk; ey;yh 

,Uf;f khl;lhs; ehrkhg; Nghths;..mtSf;F 

Mk;gpisr; re;jjpNa ,y;yhky; Nghf NtZk; 

vz;L jpl;bdt. nkbrpd; ,d;[pdpaupq; vz;L vq;f 

ghj;jhYk; vq;fl ngb ngl;ilas; jhd; uhr;rpak; 

elj;Jfpdk; mij ,y;yhky; gz;zNtZk; vz;L 

Nghl;Lj;jhd; ce;jj; jug;gLj;jiy rpwPkhtpd;iu 

murhq;fk; nfhz;Lte;jJ vz;L nrhd;d mg;G 

rpw Pkhtpd;iu Gupad; gz;lhuehaf;fhjhd; 

rpq;fsk; kl;Lk; rl;lj;ijf; nfhz;ze;J vq;fl 

Mf;fspd;iu Ntiy tha;g;Gfspiy kz;izg; 

Nghl;ltd; vz;Lthu;. Vndz;lhy; Ke;jp me;j 

,e;j Ntiy vz;L ve;j Ntiyia vLj;jhYk; 

ve;jf; fe;Njhu; topiaAk; vq;fl Mf;fs;jhd; 

Kd;Df;F epz;lit. cJfis ,y;yhky; gz;z 

NtZk; vz;L Nghl;Lj;jhd; ce;jr; rpq;fsk; kl;Lk; 

rl;lj;ijf; nfhz;ze;jtq;fs; vz;Lthu; mg;G. 

cg;gpbg; GupaDk; ngz;bYk; Nghl;b Nghl;Lf; 

nfhz;ze;j rl;lq;fshiy mg;GTk; Mr;rpAk; 

Nfhtg;gl;l khjpupNa Nfhtg;gl;l ngbas; nfk;gp 

vOk;gpdjhiy MSf;nfhU ,af;fk; Jlq;fp 

murhq;fj;NjhilAk; MkpNahilAk; mbgl;lJ 

gj;jhky; Mu; ngupR vz;L jq;fSf;fpilapiyAk; 

mbgl;Lf; Fj;Jg;gl;Lf; Fj;jpKwpQ;R rhf;fhl;b 

vz;L filrpapiy rdq;fisj; njUtpiy 

tpl;ltq;fs;. cg;gpbr; rdq;fs; njUtpy epf;fpw xU 

fl;lj;jpiy ,e;jpad; Mkp te;J %iyf;F %iy 

rhNyhf; rhNyhf; vz;L te;J Fe;jpdtq;fs;. 

m g ; N g f ; i f j h d ;   e h q ; f s ;  f k ; g R f ; i f 

Nghddhq;fs;. Cuhl;L kzj;Jf;Fk; > Cu;g;Gl;L 

kzj;Jf ;Fk ; >  ey ;nyz;nza; kzj;Jf ;Fk ; 

gof;fgl;l vq;fl %f;Ffs; nfhQ;rk; nfhQ;rkh 

nrk;kwpahl;L kzj;Jf;Fk;> rg;ghj;jp kzj;Jf;Fk;> 

fliy vz;nza; kzj;Jf;Fk; tpUk;gpNah 

tpUk;ghkNyh gof;fg;glj; Jlq;fpdJ. vq;fl 

rdk; rpyUf;F ce;j kzq;fs; jhd; jpwk; vz;l 

mgpg;gpuhaKk; tuj;Jlq;fptpl;LJ mtq;fSf;Fg; 

gpd;dhiyNa Nkhe;J gpbr;Rf; nfhz;L jpupQ;rJfs;. 

ehd; fk;gRf;Fg; Nghwd; vz;lJk; vq;fl Mr;rpf;Fg; 

ngUik gpbgNly;iy. Midapiy Vwpd GSfk; 

Cupiy cs;s ngz;Lfs; vy;yhUf;Fk; vd;iu 

ngb fk;grpiy gbf;FJ. ngupa gbg;G gbf;FJ 

vz;L nrhy;ypf;nfhz;L jpupQ;rt.cz;zhd 

mg;Ngf;if fk;gRf;F mUg;Gj; JUg;ghj;jhd; 

Mf;fs; Nghwit vz;lgbahiy mitf;F xU 

kTR ,Ue;jJ. mitAk; jq;fis tpl;lh Mf;fs; 

,y;iy jq;fSf;Fj;jhd; vy;yhk; njupAk; vz;L 

ngupa nfg;gupiy jpuptpdk;. mJFk; rpyJfs; 

jq;fNshil gs;spf;fj;jpiy xz;lhg; gbr;r ngb 

ngl;ilaNshil fijf;fpwJf;Fk; ngupa Gwpak; 

tpl;Lf;nfhz;L jpuptpdk; vz;lhy; ghUq;Nfhtd;.

vq;fl Mr;rpf;F ehd; fk;gRf;Fg; NghwJ ngUik 

vz;lhYk; jk;gp mq;if fz;l fpz;l Ml;lf; 

fhwpaSk; tUthsit> mtsitNahl ftdkhg; 

Goq;f NtZk;. Xrpapiy khg;gpis gpbf;f 

whRkhy; fl;bf;nfhz;L epz;L whQ;rpf;nfhz;L 

NghLthsit vz ;Lth .  Mr ; r pa piyAk ; 

gpio ,y;iy jpd;d Ntypapiy jghy; ngl;b 

xOq;ifapiy ,Ue;j Mr;rpapd;iu nrhe;jf;fhwu; 

xUj;ju; jq;fl xOq;ifAf;if nrf;fy; kf;fYf;if 

ce;jf; fk;g]; ngb ngl;ilas; jl;bf; nfhz;Lk; 

jltpf;nfhz;Lk; jdfpf;nfhz;L epf;fpwit vz;L 

xUehs; fijNahl fijahr; nrhy;ypg;Nghl;lhu;. 

mjhiyjhd; Mr;rpf;Fg; gak; Ntiw xz;Lk; 

,y;iy. mtsit MUk; vd;dTk; jpd;df; Fbf;fj; 

je;jhy; xUj;jupl;ilAk; xz;Lk; thq;fg;glhJ 

vd;dTk; kUe;J khaj;ijg; Nghl;L gps;isia 

trpag;gLj;jpg; NghLthsit vz;Lth.

Mdhy; mt Mr;rp fk;gRf;F te;jpUe;jhy; 

njupAk; ngl;ilashiy jPz;lg;glhjtu;fs; 

yp];upiy ehd; ,Ue;jJ. vq;fNshil gbr;r 

ngl;ilaSf;F mitNahil topQ;R FioQ;R 

rs; mbr;Rf;nfhz;L> rg;ghj;Jg;Nghl;Lf;nfhz;L> 

fpsPd; N\t; vLj;j> mad; gz;zpd cLg;Gg; 

fk;g]; Y}];
fhiuf;ftp fe;iuah gj;khde;jd; 
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Nghl;l > nghd;]; jdkh ,Uf;fpw ngbaisj;jhd; 

gpbf;Fk;. vd;idg; Nghy ghl;lh Nghl;Lf;nfhz;L> 

mad; gz;zhj cLg;Gk; >topf;fhj jhb kPirAkh> 

,Uf;fpwtq;fisg; gpbf;fNt gpbf;fhJ. mjhy 

vd;iu Mr;rp jg;gptpl;lh vz;Ljhd; nrhy;y 

NtZk;.cz;zhd mg;ngf;if fk;grpiy ehq;fs; 

FbAk; $j;Jkhj; jpupQ;rj;ij tpl mbAk; ntbAk; 

thq;fpj; jpupQ;rJjhd; $l vz;L nrhy;y NtZk;.

cz;zhd ,e;jpad; Mkp ,Ue;j fhyk; mtq;fs; 

vq;fSf;F mbf;fpwJk;> gpbf;fpwJk; xz;Lk; 

Gjpdk; ,y;iy. xU ehs; gpd;Nduk; nrhwpQ;R 

Nghl;Lf; fk;gRf;fhiy Xbd ,af;fngbaisj; 

Juj;jpf;nfhz;L te;j ,e;jpad; Mkpf;fhwhu; 

fk;gRf;if G+e;J rad;]; gfy;up gf;fkhf; fz;lgb 

Rl ehq;fs; tpOe;J gLj;jpl;lk;. kuq;fSf;Ff; 

f Pio rs ;  mbr ;Rf ;nfhz;L ,Ue ;jitAk ; 

MSf;nfhU gf;fj;jhiy tpOe;J gLj;jit. 

rpyu; cJjhd; rhl;nlz;L Nre;Jk; gLj;jit. 

ctq;fs; cg;gpb vd;dz;L vq;fl fk;gRf;if 

G+e;J Rlyhk; cJf;nfhU KbT fl NtZk; vz;L 

nfhQ;rg; Ngu; cRg;Ngj;j mLj;j ehs; guNk];tuhr; 

re;jpapiy ngupa Mu;g;ghl;lk; xz;L itr;rk;. mg;g 

guNk];tur; re;jpapiy $u;f;fhf;fs; jhd; fhtYf;F 

,Ue;jtq;fs; .  ce ;j cRg;Ngj ;jpwJ vz;lJ 

fhyk; fhykhj; jkpoupl;il elf;fpw xU rq;fjp 

fz;baNsh. Ke;jpr; rq;f fhyj;jpiy Gytu;khu; 

ce;j cRg;Ngj;jiyr; nra;jit Nge;J vq;fl 

fhyj;jpiy murpay; thjpaSk; ,af;fq;fspd;iu 

Mjuthsu;fSk; cijr; nra;jit. 

vq;fSf;Fj; njupAk; jhNd vq;fl gwk;G kiyg; 

ghupapd;iu rpNefpjd; fgpyu; %Nte;jiug; ghj;J 

VYnkz;ly; thq;flh ghg;gk;... gwk;G kiyiag; 

gpbAq;flh ghg;gk;... vz;L cRg;Ngj;j mtq;fs; 

NfhjhuptpOthu; xz;Lnkhz;lh epz;L ghupiaAk; 

rhf;fhl;b gwk;G kiyiaAk; gpbr;rtq;fs; vz;L 

vq;fil mg;G nrhy;ypwtu;. Nge;J ghup rhf 

mtd;iu ngbr;rpas; mq;fitAk; rq;fitAk; 

mdhijah te;jpl;LJfs;.cjpiy gfpb vd;dz;lhy; 

cRg;Ngj;jpd fgpyu; jg;g cr;Rg;Ngj;Jgl;l ghup 

nrj ;jtd; .  mtd;iu ngl;ilas; mq;f it 

,Q;ir it vz;L myNre;jpg;gl;Lf; nfhz;L 

jpupQ;rJfs; vz;Lthu; mg;G. cg;gpbj;jhNd 

,Q;irAk; cRNgj;jg;gl;l Mapuf;fzf;fhd 

ngb ngl;il rhf cRg;Ngj;jpdtq;fs; vy;yhk; 

ghu;ypnkd;w;> ntspehL > jq;fl ngbngl;ilapd;iu 

gbg;G> fypahzk; fhl;rp > jq;fl njhopy; Jiw 

>nrhj;Jg; gj;J thq;fpwJ> ghu; jpwf;fpwJ> ngw;Nwhy; 

nrw;W jpwf;fpwJ vz;L vd;[ha; gz;zpf;nfhz;L 

jpupQ;rtq;fs;.

ehq;fs; cg;gpbr; re;jpapiy epz;L $Nah khNah 

vz;L fj;jpf;nfhz;L epf;f vq;fl nfhQ;rg; Ngu; 

tof;fk; Nghy filg; Ngypapy epz;L nfhz;L 

tpLg;Gg; ghj;jJ kl;Lk; ,y;iy ctq;fs; Rk;kh 

cg;gpb Cu;tyk; Mu;g ;ghl;lk; vz;L nra;J 

vq;fl gbg;igAk; Fog;gpwhq;fs; vz;L fUj;Jk; 

nrhd;dtq;fs;. cg;gpb ehq;fs; fj;jpf;nfhz;L epf;f 

epzlhg;Nghy mtd; vq;fisj; Juj;jf; fy; vwpa 

vq;fl rpyJfs; jpUg;gp vwpaf; filrpapy mtq;fs; 

$u;f;fhf;fs; v];vy;Mu; Jtf;fhiy ntb itf;f 

vq;fl n[fehjDk; rj;jpNae;jpuhTk; nrj;jtq;fs;. 

fil Xuk; epz;L tpLg;Gg; ghj;j Mf;fs; cl;glf; 

fdNgUf;Ff; fhak;. Mr;rpapd;iu Gz;zpaj;jpiy 

vdf;F fhak; xz;Lk; gNly;iy ghQ;R tpOe;J 

gLj;jjpiy Koq;fhypiy kl;Lk; rpuha;g;Gf; fhak; 

te;jJ 

cz;zhd vq;fl fk;g]; ngbas; rhfpwJ 

xz;Lk; Gjpdk; ,y;iy. Ms; khwp Ms; vy;yh 

,af;fq;fSk; fdNgiur; Rl;L ,Uf;FJfs;. 

,e;jpad; Mkp ,Uf;Nff;ifAk; MkpNahil 

rz;il gpbr;r ,af;fKk; MkpNahl Nre;J jpupQ;r 

,af;fq;fSk; rdj;ij mtu; ,tw;iw Ms; ,tu; 

mtw;iw Ms; fhl;bf; FLf;fpwhq;fs; vz;l 

re;Njfj;jpy kz;ilapiy Nghl;ltq;fs;. cJfs; 

gpio vz;L Qhak; Nff;fg; NghditiaAk; 

Rl;ltq;fs;. cg;gpbj;jhd; Nfs;tp Nfl;Lg; Nghl;lh> 

rup gpioais vOjpg; Nghl;lh vz;L vq;fl 

uh[pdp jpuhzfkitAk; Nwhl;biy rapf;fpspiy 

NghNff;if Rl;Lj; js;spdtq;fs;. mttpd;iu 

rhTf;F ,z;ilf;Fk; Ms; khwp Ms; mtd;jhd; 

nra;jhd; ctd;jhd; nra;jhd; vz;L nrhy;ypf; 

nfhz;L jpupapwhq;fs;.

mJ fplf;fl;Lk; ce;jr; rapf;fps; vz;lJe;jhd; 

Q h g f k ;  t U F J  m g ; g  r z ; i l  N e u k ; 

nghUshjhuj;jil rhkhd; rf;fl;L xz;Lk; 

tuhJ. Nfhjhup kz;nzz;nza; ngw;Nwhy; 

B r y ;  f u z ; l ;  v z ; L  x z ; L k ;  f p i l a h J . 

Nkhl;lr;rapf;fpis kz;nzz;nzapiy jhd; 

Mf;fs; Xbdit vq;fspl;il kz;nzz;nza; 
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Nghl;l > nghd;]; jdkh ,Uf;fpw ngbaisj;jhd; 

gpbf;Fk;. vd;idg; Nghy ghl;lh Nghl;Lf;nfhz;L> 

mad; gz;zhj cLg;Gk; >topf;fhj jhb kPirAkh> 

,Uf;fpwtq;fisg; gpbf;fNt gpbf;fhJ. mjhy 

vd;iu Mr;rp jg;gptpl;lh vz;Ljhd; nrhy;y 

NtZk;.cz;zhd mg;ngf;if fk;grpiy ehq;fs; 

FbAk; $j;Jkhj; jpupQ;rj;ij tpl mbAk; ntbAk; 

thq;fpj; jpupQ;rJjhd; $l vz;L nrhy;y NtZk;.

cz;zhd ,e;jpad; Mkp ,Ue;j fhyk; mtq;fs; 

vq;fSf;F mbf;fpwJk;> gpbf;fpwJk; xz;Lk; 

Gjpdk; ,y;iy. xU ehs; gpd;Nduk; nrhwpQ;R 

Nghl;Lf; fk;gRf;fhiy Xbd ,af;fngbaisj; 

Juj;jpf;nfhz;L te;j ,e;jpad; Mkpf;fhwhu; 

fk;gRf;if G+e;J rad;]; gfy;up gf;fkhf; fz;lgb 

Rl ehq;fs; tpOe;J gLj;jpl;lk;. kuq;fSf;Ff; 

f Pio rs ;  mbr ;Rf ;nfhz;L ,Ue ;jitAk ; 

MSf;nfhU gf;fj;jhiy tpOe;J gLj;jit. 

rpyu; cJjhd; rhl;nlz;L Nre;Jk; gLj;jit. 

ctq;fs; cg;gpb vd;dz;L vq;fl fk;gRf;if 

G+e;J Rlyhk; cJf;nfhU KbT fl NtZk; vz;L 

nfhQ;rg; Ngu; cRg;Ngj;j mLj;j ehs; guNk];tuhr; 

re;jpapiy ngupa Mu;g;ghl;lk; xz;L itr;rk;. mg;g 

guNk];tur; re;jpapiy $u;f;fhf;fs; jhd; fhtYf;F 

,Ue;jtq;fs; .  ce ;j cRg;Ngj ;jpwJ vz;lJ 

fhyk; fhykhj; jkpoupl;il elf;fpw xU rq;fjp 

fz;baNsh. Ke;jpr; rq;f fhyj;jpiy Gytu;khu; 

ce;j cRg;Ngj;jiyr; nra;jit Nge;J vq;fl 

fhyj;jpiy murpay; thjpaSk; ,af;fq;fspd;iu 

Mjuthsu;fSk; cijr; nra;jit. 

vq;fSf;Fj; njupAk; jhNd vq;fl gwk;G kiyg; 

ghupapd;iu rpNefpjd; fgpyu; %Nte;jiug; ghj;J 

VYnkz;ly; thq;flh ghg;gk;... gwk;G kiyiag; 

gpbAq;flh ghg;gk;... vz;L cRg;Ngj;j mtq;fs; 

NfhjhuptpOthu; xz;Lnkhz;lh epz;L ghupiaAk; 

rhf;fhl;b gwk;G kiyiaAk; gpbr;rtq;fs; vz;L 

vq;fil mg;G nrhy;ypwtu;. Nge;J ghup rhf 

mtd;iu ngbr;rpas; mq;fitAk; rq;fitAk; 

mdhijah te;jpl;LJfs;.cjpiy gfpb vd;dz;lhy; 

cRg;Ngj;jpd fgpyu; jg;g cr;Rg;Ngj;Jgl;l ghup 

nrj ;jtd; .  mtd;iu ngl;ilas; mq;f it 

,Q;ir it vz;L myNre;jpg;gl;Lf; nfhz;L 

jpupQ;rJfs; vz;Lthu; mg;G. cg;gpbj;jhNd 

,Q;irAk; cRNgj;jg;gl;l Mapuf;fzf;fhd 

ngb ngl;il rhf cRg;Ngj;jpdtq;fs; vy;yhk; 

ghu;ypnkd;w;> ntspehL > jq;fl ngbngl;ilapd;iu 

gbg;G> fypahzk; fhl;rp > jq;fl njhopy; Jiw 

>nrhj;Jg; gj;J thq;fpwJ> ghu; jpwf;fpwJ> ngw;Nwhy; 

nrw;W jpwf;fpwJ vz;L vd;[ha; gz;zpf;nfhz;L 

jpupQ;rtq;fs;.

ehq;fs; cg;gpbr; re;jpapiy epz;L $Nah khNah 

vz;L fj;jpf;nfhz;L epf;f vq;fl nfhQ;rg; Ngu; 

tof;fk; Nghy filg; Ngypapy epz;L nfhz;L 

tpLg;Gg; ghj;jJ kl;Lk; ,y;iy ctq;fs; Rk;kh 

cg;gpb Cu;tyk; Mu;g ;ghl;lk; vz;L nra;J 

vq;fl gbg;igAk; Fog;gpwhq;fs; vz;L fUj;Jk; 

nrhd;dtq;fs;. cg;gpb ehq;fs; fj;jpf;nfhz;L epf;f 

epzlhg;Nghy mtd; vq;fisj; Juj;jf; fy; vwpa 

vq;fl rpyJfs; jpUg;gp vwpaf; filrpapy mtq;fs; 

$u;f;fhf;fs; v];vy;Mu; Jtf;fhiy ntb itf;f 

vq;fl n[fehjDk; rj;jpNae;jpuhTk; nrj;jtq;fs;. 

fil Xuk; epz;L tpLg;Gg; ghj;j Mf;fs; cl;glf; 

fdNgUf;Ff; fhak;. Mr;rpapd;iu Gz;zpaj;jpiy 

vdf;F fhak; xz;Lk; gNly;iy ghQ;R tpOe;J 

gLj;jjpiy Koq;fhypiy kl;Lk; rpuha;g;Gf; fhak; 

te;jJ 

cz;zhd vq;fl fk;g]; ngbas; rhfpwJ 

xz;Lk; Gjpdk; ,y;iy. Ms; khwp Ms; vy;yh 

,af;fq;fSk; fdNgiur; Rl;L ,Uf;FJfs;. 

,e;jpad; Mkp ,Uf;Nff;ifAk; MkpNahil 

rz;il gpbr;r ,af;fKk; MkpNahl Nre;J jpupQ;r 

,af;fq;fSk; rdj;ij mtu; ,tw;iw Ms; ,tu; 

mtw;iw Ms; fhl;bf; FLf;fpwhq;fs; vz;l 

re;Njfj;jpy kz;ilapiy Nghl;ltq;fs;. cJfs; 

gpio vz;L Qhak; Nff;fg; NghditiaAk; 

Rl;ltq;fs;. cg;gpbj;jhd; Nfs;tp Nfl;Lg; Nghl;lh> 

rup gpioais vOjpg; Nghl;lh vz;L vq;fl 

uh[pdp jpuhzfkitAk; Nwhl;biy rapf;fpspiy 

NghNff;if Rl;Lj; js;spdtq;fs;. mttpd;iu 

rhTf;F ,z;ilf;Fk; Ms; khwp Ms; mtd;jhd; 

nra;jhd; ctd;jhd; nra;jhd; vz;L nrhy;ypf; 

nfhz;L jpupapwhq;fs;.

mJ fplf;fl;Lk; ce;jr; rapf;fps; vz;lJe;jhd; 

Q h g f k ;  t U F J  m g ; g  r z ; i l  N e u k ; 

nghUshjhuj;jil rhkhd; rf;fl;L xz;Lk; 

tuhJ. Nfhjhup kz;nzz;nza; ngw;Nwhy; 

B r y ;  f u z ; l ;  v z ; L  x z ; L k ;  f p i l a h J . 

Nkhl;lr;rapf;fpis kz;nzz;nzapiy jhd; 

Mf;fs; Xbdit vq;fspl;il kz;nzz;nza; 
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tpj;j tpiyf;F kz;nzz;nza; thq;fTk; 

tf;fpy;yhky; ,Ue;jdhq;fs; mg;g Nkhl;lr;rapf;fps; 

kz;nzz;nzapiy XbdhYk; ];lhu;l; gz;zg; 

ngw;Nwhy; NtZk;.ngw;Nwhiyr; rpq;fu; xapy; 

Nghj;jpypiy thq;fp itr;rpUe;Jjhd; ];lhu;l 

gz;zg; ghtpf;fpwJ. rpyu; ce;jg; Nghj;jpiy 

,Lg;gpiy nrUfp itr;rpUe;jit Vndz;lhy; 

mt;tsT tpiy. 

Nkhl;lr; rapf;fpis ek;gpg; G+l;lhky; njUtpiy 

tpl;Ll;Lg;NghdhYk; mJ epf;Fk;. Mdhy; ce;j 

kz;nzz;iz ngw;Nwhy; Nfhjhup tpOthu; 

M w ; i w A k ;  f z ; z p i y  g l ; L J  v z ; l h y ; 

whQ;rpf;nfhz;L NghLthq;fs;. ce;jg; ngw;Nwhiyj; 

Jspj; Jspahg; gUf;fp tpl NtZk; vz;L Nghl;L 

MRg;gj;jpupapiy tUj;jf;fhUf;Fg; FSf;NfhR 

Vj;jg; Nghl;bUf;fpw khjpup xU FSf;NfhR tau; 

fhgNww;wwpiy njhq;fpf;nfhz;L ,Uf;Fk; cg;gpbg; 

Nghj;jpiy itr;Rg; ngw;Nwhiyg; gUf;fpwjhiy 

me;jg; Nghj;jpiy ehq;fs; R+g;gpg ; Nghj;jpy; 

vd;ldhq;fs;. nuz;L %z;L Jsp ngw;Nwhy 

mJf;Fs;is tpl;Lg;Nghl;L fpf;fiu mbf;f Rk;kh 

rhuha kzj;Jf;Nf ntwp thw vq;fl rpy ngbas; 

khjpup Nkhl;lr; rapf;fps; fkwpf; nfhz;L Xl 

ntspf;fpLk;. ,e;j ,lj;jpiy ,d;ndhz;ilAk; 

nrhy;y NtZk; ce;jg ;  nghUshjhuj ;jil 

Neuk; ngw;Nwhy;> Bry; > kz;nzz;iz> ghy;kh> 

rhg;ghl;Lr; rhkhd;fisg; gJf;fp itr;R mwh tpiy 

tpj;jtq;fs;> rdj;jpd;iu tapj;jpiy mbr;rtq;fs; 

vy;yhk; ngupa fhRf;fhwuh nrhj;Jg; gj;Jf; 

fhwuh te;jpl;lhq;fs;. cg;gpbahdtq;fs; fdNgu; 

,g;g ngupa nfhilahspash> ju;kthd;fsh 

cyhTwhq;fs; vz;L mg;G nrhy;ypwtu;.

mg ;g  ce ;j  vz;izg ;  g p ur ; r pidahiy 

fdNgu; fk;gRf;F rapf;fpspiyjhd; tUtpdk;. 

ngb ngl;ilas; kl;Lk; ,y;iy kNf];tud; > 

fNzrypq;fk; > fe;ijah> Nkhfdjh]; vz;L 

vq;fl Nguhrpupau;khu; vy;yhUk; rapf;fpspiyjhd; 

t U t p d k ; .  n g l ; i l a s ;  j h d ;  g h t q ; f s ; 

vjpu;f ;fhj;Jf;Ff; fpsk;gpw ghthilia xU 

ifahiy ,Oj;J tpl;Lf;nfhz;L kw;wf; ifahiy 

`hd;biyg; gpbr;Rnfhz;L Mjspkhjspg; gl;Lg; 

NghLq;fs;. fhj;Jf;Fg; ghthil fpsk;gpwijg; 

ghf;fntz;Nl rpy fhthypas; fk;g]; kjpy; fPo;f; 

Fe;jpiy Mntz;L nfhz;L fhty; ,Uf;Fq;fs;  

ce;jf; fhthypaspd;iu fs;sg; ghu;itapiy> 

fPo;f ; fz; ghu;itapiy ,Ue;J jg;gpwJf;F 

vq;fl ngl;ilas; ngupa Xiyj; njhg;gp xz;il 

rapf;fpSf;F Kd;dhiy nfhOtp tpLtpdk;.

vq;fl fhyj;jpiy Nge;J ,e;jpad; Mkp Nghf 

Nfhl;il mbghL Jlq;f fk;g]; nfhQ;rf; fhyk; 

%Lg;gl;Lg;Nghl;LJ.rhTfSk; fhaq;fSk; 

njhlu;fijah te;jpl;LJ. mt;Nuh cij ehq;fs; gP 

cUl;bvz;Lk; guy; cUl;b vz;L nrhy;ypwdhq;fs; 

Vndz;lhy; gPf;Fz;Lk; guy; Fz;Lk; NghLk; 

> rpahknrl;b > rfil vz;bw it vl;Lk; it 

gd;ndz;Lk; > Gf;fhuh > Nge;J Rg;gu;nrhdpf;> fpgPu; 

vz;L te;j gpNsd;fs; vy;yhk; vq;fl fk;girr; 

Rj;jpr; Rj;jpf; Fz;L NghLq;fs;. Nghjhf;Fiwf;F 

n`ypapy ,Ue;J [hk; Nghj;jpy; Fz;Lk; tpOk;. 

Ms; fhl;b ,y;yhl;by; Nfhs; %l;b vz;bw 

rPg;gpNsDk; tz;L vz;L nrhy;ypw Mspy;yhg; 

gpNsDk; ,lq;fisf; fhl;l ce;jg; gpNsd;fs; 

Fz;L NghLk;.

vq ;fl r py Kw ;Nghf ;Fg ;  ngbas ;  vz;L 

nrhy;ypwtq;fs; ce;j whf;fpq; Neuk; khrYf;F 

fij nrhy;y vz;L vq;fisr; Rj ;jpr ;  Rj ;jp 

tUthq;fs; mtq;fis ehq;fs; r Pg ;gpNsd; 

vz;Ljhd; nrhy;ypwdhq;fs;. vq;fl Cupiy 

ts;spg;gps;is vz;L xUj;jp ,Ue;jt. mt 

Mw;iwAk; tPLfspiy vd;d elf;FJ vz;L 

NtypAf;fhiy nghl;Lf;fhiy> nrj;ijf;fhiy 

vl;bg; ghj;J G+uhak; KOf;f MuhQ;R mLj;j 

tPLfspiy tpz;zhak; tpLth. ct cg;gpb 

csT ghj;Jr; nrhz;L fhtpwjhiy mtitAk; 

ehq;fs; rPg;gpNsd; vz;L nrhy;ypwdhq;fs;. 

mNefkhd Fz;Lfs; rhjhuz rdq;fspd;iu 

jiyf;F Nkiyjhd; tpOk;. vz;lhYk; yq;fhGtj; 

nrj;j rdq;fs; vy;yhj;ijAk; gaq;futhjpfs; 

vz;Ljhd; nrhy;Yk;. vq;fl nrhe;jf;fuhup Re;jup 

vz;L xUj;jp ,Uj;jt mt cg;gpbj;jhd; thiaj; 

jpwe;jhy; ngha;Ak; gpul;Lk;jhd; mjhiy ehq;fs; 

mtit yq;fhGtj; vz;Ljhd; nrhy;ypwdhq;fs;.

ehq;fs; aho;g;ghzj;jpiy ,Ue;jdhq;fs; gl;l 

f\;l e\;lj;ij tplg;gpw Cu; topa ,Ue;J te;J 

jq;fpg; gbr;r ngbngl;ilas; ey;yh myNre;jpgl;Lg; 

Nghl;LJfs;. rpyTf;Ff; fhrpy;yhky; yPT Neuk; 

tPLfSf;Fg; NghftNuyhky; ey;yh cj;jupr;rJfs;. 

mjpYk; jw;nrayh tPl;il Nghf ntspf;fpl;L ce;jr; 
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nry;yb nghy;ybAf;fhiy nfhk;gb> Cupahd; > 

jl;Ltd;nfhl;b > fpshyp > Xke;ij > jhz;bf;Fsk; 

vz;L mJfs; gl;l Jd;gj;ij itr;R xU ngupa 

ehtNy vOjyhk;. 

vd ;djhd ;  ntbAk ;  mbAk ;  tpOe ;jhYk ; 

nrj;Jf;nfl;Lg; NghdhYk; ehq;fs; me;j Neuk; 

re;Njhrkhj;jhd; fk;grpiy ,Ue;jdhq;fs;. 

nty;fk; ghl;b> Nfhapq; lTd; ghl;b> ,ilf;fpil 

rhilkhilah uhf;fpq;> ehlfk;> ftpij> gl;b 

kz;lgk; > nghJ Ntiyas;> rpukjhdq;fs;> gq;fu; 

ntl;bwJ > gq;fu; ntl;l Ms; gpbf;f te;jhy; xspr;R 

XLwJ  vz;L nghOJ NghdJ. ce;j xspr;R 

XLwJ vz;Nlf;ifjhd; Qhgfk; tUFJ ,e;jpad; 

Mkp ,Uf;Nff;if mg;gTk; rptpy; nthyz;bau; 

Nghu;]; vz;L xz;Lf;Fk; tNyhw;fhukh Ms; 

gpbf;f tu ehq;fs; kjpy;fs; Ntypas; vz;L ghQ;R 

Xbddhq;fs;.nga;ag; Ngy top ,y;yhkYk; xspr;R 

vy;yhk; ,Ue;jdhq;fs;. Nge;J ,e;jpad; Mkp je;j 

mNrhfr; rpd;dk; nghwpr;r milahs ml;iliaf; 

fhl;bf;nfhz;L nfhQ;rk; crhuhj; njUtopia 

jpupQ;rdhq;fs;. 

fk;grpiy vq;fl ce;jg; nghOJ Nghf;Ff;Fg; 

gk;gYf;F n[hyp ghUk; Midf;Nfhl;ilf; fs;Sk; 

xU fhuzk; vz;Ljhd; nrhy;y NtZk;. mJFk; 

mg;g fk;grpiy ghu;l;bas; vz;L te;jpl;lhy; 

fs;Sk; rhuhaKk; fz;kil njupahky; mq;ifAk; 

,Q;irAk; cyhTk;. mg;g vq;fNshil fs;Sr; 

rhuhak; mbr;R kr;rk; khkprk; jpz;L Fbr;R ntwpr;R 

tk;G Jk;G Ntiy> K];ghj;jp Ntiy nra;j rpyu; 

,g;g rhkpahu; khjpup cz;gdT Fbg;gdT xz;Lk; 

,y;yhky; jpupapwhq;fs;. ngbaSk; ngl;ilaSk; 

Nre;J Ml;lKk; ghl;lKk; fis fl;Lk;. Nrhj;Jg; 

ghu;ry;fs; jpwe;Jk; jpwf;fhkYk; miuFiwg; 

Ngg;gNuhil Mghr ebifas; khjpupj; njUtopia 

fplf;Fk;. cjhiyNa vq;fisr; rdk; Fbfhu 

kl;bas; Mj;ij mg;gd;iu fhrpiy> Cu;f;fhrpiy 

Fbf;FJfs; ntwpf;FJfs; vz;L NgrpwNjhil 

ngl;ilaisAk; Njhiwas; ntf;fk; Nuhrk; 

,y;yhky; ngbaNshil epz;L MLwhsit 

Ml;lf;fhwpas; vz;L Ngrpdit. vq;fNshil 

gbr;r fdNgu; mJFk; ,g;g ngupa gjtpapiy 

,Uf;fpw fdNgu; ,g;g ce;j Ml;lq;fs; ghl;lq;fs; 

gw;wpg; gg;gpspf;fpy nrhy;yhapdk;. nrhd;dhy; 

mitapd;u ,Nk[; lNk[hg; NghLk; nghl;Lf;NfL 

ntspf;fpl;LtpLk; vz;L mitf;Fg; gak;.

ce;jf; Nfhjhup tpOe;j rdj;jpd;iu tk;G Jk;Gf; 

fijashiy fd ,lq;fspiy rkge;jk; Ngrg; 

GNuhf;fu;khu; Nghdhy; khg;gpiskhu; INah 

nghk;gpis fk;gNrh mg;g Ntz;lhk; vz;L 

Fz;bapiy fhy; gl Xbdtq;fs; mtq;fSf;F 

Kjy; mtq;fspd;iu jha; Njg;gd; ntz;Nwrpiy 

XLw khj pu p  Xbdit. vd ;d ,Ue ;jhYk ; 

vq;fNshil gbr;r ngl;ilas; ,g;g ,Q;irAk; 

ntspapiyAkh fypahzk; fl;bg; ngj;j gps;is 

Ngug; gps;isaNshil ,Uf;fpdk;. Mr;rp nrhy;ypw 

khjpupr; rpy ngl;ilas; fk;grpiy jq;fNshil 

gbr ;ritiaNa nfl ;bj ;jdkh fypahzk; 

fl;bdtsit. cg;gpbf; fk;grpiy fhjypr ;r 

rpy ngb ngl;ilas; Rj;J kl;Lk; Rj;jpg;Nghl;L 

Nge;J MshSf;F fha; ntl;bg; Nghl;L Ntw 

Mf;fisf; fypahzk; fl;bdJk; ele;jJ mtsit 

vq;fNshil gbr;rtsitapd;iu jPz;lj;jfhNjhu; 

y p] ;biy ,Ue ;j ehq ;fSk;  xU khjpu pf ; 

fypahzk; fhl;rp vz;L fz;L Nghl;lk;. vz;lhYk; 

,z;ilf;Fk; mtsit vq;fis cjhrPdk; nra;j 

typ kdrpiy xU gf;fj;jpiy $L fl;b ,Ue;J 

mg;g mg;g typf;Fk; vz;L nrhy;y ehd; Vd; ntf;fg; 

glNtZk;.

vd;djhd; ehd; fk;grpiy gbr;rhYk; gl;lk; 

vLj;jhYk; vdf;nfhU ftiy ,z;ilf;Fk; 

,Uf ;FJ ghUq;Nfh.  fk ;gr piy gbf ;f pwd ; 

vz;l nfg;gwpiy Cu; topia elf;fpw ey;yJ 

nfl;lJfSf;F Qhak; fijf;fg; Ngha; jj;Jtk;> 

rpj;jhe;jk;> Ntjhe;jk;> khf;rprk;> vy;yhk; fijf;f 

mtq;fs; vd;id fk;g]; Y}]; vz;L Nghl;lhq;fs; 

fz;baNsh.  
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re;Njhrkhj;jhd; fk;grpiy ,Ue;jdhq;fs;. 

nty;fk; ghl;b> Nfhapq; lTd; ghl;b> ,ilf;fpil 

rhilkhilah uhf;fpq;> ehlfk;> ftpij> gl;b 

kz;lgk; > nghJ Ntiyas;> rpukjhdq;fs;> gq;fu; 

ntl;bwJ > gq;fu; ntl;l Ms; gpbf;f te;jhy; xspr;R 

XLwJ  vz;L nghOJ NghdJ. ce;j xspr;R 

XLwJ vz;Nlf;ifjhd; Qhgfk; tUFJ ,e;jpad; 

Mkp ,Uf;Nff;if mg;gTk; rptpy; nthyz;bau; 

Nghu;]; vz;L xz;Lf;Fk; tNyhw;fhukh Ms; 
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y p] ;biy ,Ue ;j ehq ;fSk;  xU khjpu pf ; 
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typ kdrpiy xU gf;fj;jpiy $L fl;b ,Ue;J 

mg;g mg;g typf;Fk; vz;L nrhy;y ehd; Vd; ntf;fg; 

glNtZk;.

vd;djhd; ehd; fk;grpiy gbr;rhYk; gl;lk; 

vLj;jhYk; vdf;nfhU ftiy ,z;ilf;Fk; 

,Uf ;FJ ghUq;Nfh.  fk ;gr piy gbf ;f pwd ; 

vz;l nfg;gwpiy Cu; topia elf;fpw ey;yJ 

nfl;lJfSf;F Qhak; fijf;fg; Ngha; jj;Jtk;> 
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Embarking on my journey at the University of 
Jaffna was a significant milestone in my life, filled with 
growth, learning, and unforgettable experiences. From 
the very first day, I was immersed in a whirlwind of 
emotions and events that shaped my university years. 

First Day of Orientation
The first day of the orientation program was a mix 

of excitement and apprehension. As I stepped onto 
the university premises, I was greeted by a lively 
and bustling atmosphere. However, the reality of 
university life hit hard when we encountered ragging 
from the seniors. This initial exposure to ragging was 
daunting, but it also served as a rite of passage that 
every newcomer had to endure. 

Navigating Academic Challenges
As the semester progressed, the academic rigor 

became evident. The anticipation of the first semester 
exams was intense, and the stress of studying the night 
before the exams was palpable. Sleepless nights, 
cramming sessions, and the constant pressure to excel 
became a routine part of university life. Despite the 
challenges, these experiences instilled a sense of 
discipline and perseverance. 

Balancing academic responsibilities with personal 
life was another challenge. Managing study sessions 
often turned into late-night discussions, time 
effectively between attending lectures, completing 
assignments, and preparing for practice, and peer 
support played a crucial role in understanding complex 
subjects and preparing for exams. These fostering 
a sense of camaraderie and mutual support. Exams 
required a lot of effort and organization. Group studies 
became a regular

Unforeseen Events: Easter Bomb Attacks and 
COVID-19 Pandemic

The academic journey took an unexpected turn 
with the tragic Easter bomb attacks. The aftermath of 
the attacks brought about a somber atmosphere, and 
the university community came together in solidarity. 
Just as we were beginning to recover, the world was hit 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic drastically 

altered our university experience. For nearly two 
years, we transitioned to online Zoom classes. The 
shift to remote learning was challenging, but it also 
taught us adaptability and resilience. Despite the 
virtual setup, we were fortunate to be able to write all 
three semester exams at the university, maintaining a 
semblance of normalcy. Adapting to online learning 
had its own set of challenges. Technical issues, 
lack of physical interaction, and the difficulty in 
staying motivated were some of the hurdles we had 
to overcome. However, the support from professors 
and the university administration made the transition 
smoother. They ensured that we had access to all 
necessary resources and were always available for 
guidance. 

Involvement in Societies
One of the highlights of my university life was 

my active involvement in various student societies. 
Serving as the batch representative for the Computer 
Society of the University of Jaffna during my fourth 
and final year of studies for the honors degree in 
Computer Science, I had the opportunity to organize 
and conduct online awareness and knowledge-
sharing sessions. During the COVID-19 outbreaks, 
I acted as a moderator for these sessions, facilitating 
keynote speakers and ensuring smooth operations 
via Zoom. This experience honed my organizational 
and leadership skills, particularly in managing virtual 
events and coordinating with multiple stakeholders. 

Additionally, I and fellow batchmates successfully 
organized the Thai Pongal festival, a significant 
cultural event, marking the completion of the first year 
in our new building for the Department of Computer 
Science. This event was a delightful success and 
well-organized, showcasing my ability to plan and 
execute large-scale events. Another memorable 
event I spearheaded was “a Thanksgiving party for 
our lecturers” organized by our batch. This event 
required obtaining last-minute permission from the 
dean and managing challenges such as conducting it 
during the end-of-course examinations with restricted 

My Journey at the University of Jaffna
A Tale of Growth, Learning, & Inspiration

Mr. R. Ramanaruban
44th Batch – Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna
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sound levels. Despite these constraints, the event was 
executed smoothly with the support of my batchmates, 
highlighting my ability to handle pressure and deliver 
results effectively. 

One of the most cherished memories was organizing 
the batch photograph session with our lecturers and 
students. We created a photo frame and presented 
it to our Head of Department, Mr. S. Suthakar, 
during the Thejavu event, symbolizing our batch’ 
gratitude and unity. I was also a dedicated member 
of the Gavel Club, where I actively participated in 
both online and in-person sessions. Taking on roles 
such as general evaluator and table topic master 
significantly improved my English communication 
skills and boosted my confidence in public speaking. 
Furthermore, my involvement with the IEEE Student 
Branch of the University of Jaffna was particularly 
rewarding. As an active member of this esteemed 
organization, I engaged in various IEEE activities, 
which enriched my academic experience and provided 
a platform for professional growth. 

Extracurricular Activities
A significant milestone during my undergraduate 

years was the launch of my debut licensed software 
application, Inthiramart, on December 6th, 2023, 
at the Agriculture Auditorium, University of Jaffna. 
The event, graced by Professor S. Srisatkunarajah, 
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna, 
and numerous government agriculture officials and 
students, was a remarkable success. The product, 
developed under the patronage of UBL-Jaffna with 
funding from AHEAD, was licensed non-exclusively 
to Inthira Group Private Limited on April 18th, 2023. 
This achievement marks the debut of a commercialized 
software product from the Faculty of Science, 
University of Jaffna, and represents a significant 
accomplishment. The project, supervised by Dr. K. 
Thabotharan, received immense support and guidance, 
which was crucial for its deployment in the real world. 
The application is also available on the Google Play 
Store, where it has garnered positive reviews from 
users. This experience not only filled me with pride 
but also provided practical exposure to theapplication 
of my computer science education, paving the way for 
numerous opportunities for experiential learning and 
professional development. 

The commercialization of Inthiramart is a testament 
to the practical exposure and learning opportunities 
provided by the University of Jaffna. This project 
allowed me to apply theoretical knowledge to real-
world problems, bridging the gap between academic 
learning and industry demands. The support from 
UBL-Jaffna and the AHEAD funding played a pivotal 
role in transforming a classroom project into a market-
ready product. This journey equipped me with valuable 
skills in software development, project management, 
and entrepreneurship, which are essential for my 
professional growth. Participating in hackathons and 
coding competitions further honed my technical skills 
and provided a platform to showcase my abilities. 
These events were a great way to test my knowledge, 
learn new technologies, and collaborate with like-
minded individuals. Winning or even participating in 
these competitions boosted my confidence and added 
value to my academic profile.

My Favorite Professor: A Source of Inspiration
Choosing a favorite professor is challenging, given 

the tremendous support and guidance I received from 
many. However, if I were to pick one, it would be 
Professor A. Ramanan. He recognised my potential 
during the presentation of my third-year software 
project at the viva. His insistence on licensing and 
commercializing my software product was a turning 
point, leading to the first licensed software product 
from our Faculty of Science. This achievement filled 
me with immense pride and was a direct result of his 
early encouragement and vision. 

Under Professor Ramanan’s mentorship, I also 
had the privilege of working on a research project 
focused on Paddy Leaf Disease Classification using 
Deep Neural Networks. Since November 2023, I have 
been involved in collecting field samples by visiting 
paddy fields and taking photographs to create a high-
resolution public dataset. 

With his guidance, I successfully created the dataset 
to dataset to fine-tune a pre- trained deep learning 
model with a channel attention mechanism to classify 
four classes of paddy leaf diseases prevalent in the 
northern region. This project was not only successful 
but also profoundly inspiring, as it involved hands-on 
fieldwork and cutting- edge research, deepening my 
understanding and passion for the field. 
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sound levels. Despite these constraints, the event was 
executed smoothly with the support of my batchmates, 
highlighting my ability to handle pressure and deliver 
results effectively. 

One of the most cherished memories was organizing 
the batch photograph session with our lecturers and 
students. We created a photo frame and presented 
it to our Head of Department, Mr. S. Suthakar, 
during the Thejavu event, symbolizing our batch’ 
gratitude and unity. I was also a dedicated member 
of the Gavel Club, where I actively participated in 
both online and in-person sessions. Taking on roles 
such as general evaluator and table topic master 
significantly improved my English communication 
skills and boosted my confidence in public speaking. 
Furthermore, my involvement with the IEEE Student 
Branch of the University of Jaffna was particularly 
rewarding. As an active member of this esteemed 
organization, I engaged in various IEEE activities, 
which enriched my academic experience and provided 
a platform for professional growth. 

Extracurricular Activities
A significant milestone during my undergraduate 

years was the launch of my debut licensed software 
application, Inthiramart, on December 6th, 2023, 
at the Agriculture Auditorium, University of Jaffna. 
The event, graced by Professor S. Srisatkunarajah, 
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna, 
and numerous government agriculture officials and 
students, was a remarkable success. The product, 
developed under the patronage of UBL-Jaffna with 
funding from AHEAD, was licensed non-exclusively 
to Inthira Group Private Limited on April 18th, 2023. 
This achievement marks the debut of a commercialized 
software product from the Faculty of Science, 
University of Jaffna, and represents a significant 
accomplishment. The project, supervised by Dr. K. 
Thabotharan, received immense support and guidance, 
which was crucial for its deployment in the real world. 
The application is also available on the Google Play 
Store, where it has garnered positive reviews from 
users. This experience not only filled me with pride 
but also provided practical exposure to theapplication 
of my computer science education, paving the way for 
numerous opportunities for experiential learning and 
professional development. 

The commercialization of Inthiramart is a testament 
to the practical exposure and learning opportunities 
provided by the University of Jaffna. This project 
allowed me to apply theoretical knowledge to real-
world problems, bridging the gap between academic 
learning and industry demands. The support from 
UBL-Jaffna and the AHEAD funding played a pivotal 
role in transforming a classroom project into a market-
ready product. This journey equipped me with valuable 
skills in software development, project management, 
and entrepreneurship, which are essential for my 
professional growth. Participating in hackathons and 
coding competitions further honed my technical skills 
and provided a platform to showcase my abilities. 
These events were a great way to test my knowledge, 
learn new technologies, and collaborate with like-
minded individuals. Winning or even participating in 
these competitions boosted my confidence and added 
value to my academic profile.

My Favorite Professor: A Source of Inspiration
Choosing a favorite professor is challenging, given 

the tremendous support and guidance I received from 
many. However, if I were to pick one, it would be 
Professor A. Ramanan. He recognised my potential 
during the presentation of my third-year software 
project at the viva. His insistence on licensing and 
commercializing my software product was a turning 
point, leading to the first licensed software product 
from our Faculty of Science. This achievement filled 
me with immense pride and was a direct result of his 
early encouragement and vision. 

Under Professor Ramanan’s mentorship, I also 
had the privilege of working on a research project 
focused on Paddy Leaf Disease Classification using 
Deep Neural Networks. Since November 2023, I have 
been involved in collecting field samples by visiting 
paddy fields and taking photographs to create a high-
resolution public dataset. 

With his guidance, I successfully created the dataset 
to dataset to fine-tune a pre- trained deep learning 
model with a channel attention mechanism to classify 
four classes of paddy leaf diseases prevalent in the 
northern region. This project was not only successful 
but also profoundly inspiring, as it involved hands-on 
fieldwork and cutting- edge research, deepening my 
understanding and passion for the field. 
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Research and Internship Experience
The University of Jaffna provided me with 

incredible research and internship opportunities, 
which were pivotal in my academic and professional 
development. I was fortunate to conduct my 
undergraduate research under the guidance of 
Professor M. Siyamalan. My research focused on the 
“Effect of Loss Functions for CNN-based Mask and 
Mask-free Face Recognition”.  This project, my first 
significant research endeavor, involved more than 400 
hours of intense study and experimentation. 

Under Professor Siyamalan’s supervision, I 
presented my research as a poster presentation at the 
SL-SWCS workshop and earned a distinction for 
my six-credit-worthy research. This achievement 
was a testament to the hard work and dedication I 
had invested in the project. I was also privileged 
to utilize the high-performance computing facility 
at the Department of Computer Science to support 
my research. Access to this facility was limited to 
students who excelled in their research work, and I am 
immensely grateful for this opportunity. The ability 
to access this facility remotely from my home was a 
significant advantage, allowing me to work efficiently 
and effectively. A huge thanks to my supervisor for 
providing me with this access and supporting me 
throughout my research journey. 

In addition to my research work, I undertook a 
six-credit-worthy internship during my last semester 
at Codelantic (Pvt) Ltd, a UK-based software 
development company with a branch in Jaffna. Working 
as a backend developer, I gained hands-on experience 
with Java-Spring-boot development and Selenium 
automation. This internship was an invaluable 
experience, allowing me to apply theoretical concepts 
learned in the classroom to real-world scenarios. It 
also helped me brush up my programming skills and 
prepared me for future employment in the industry. 
Balancing the demands of a six-credit research 
project and a six-credit internship was challenging 
but immensely rewarding. Both experiences were 
instrumental in shaping my professional skills and 
provided me with a comprehensive understanding 
of both academic research and practical industry 
applications. These experiences also highlighted the 
importance of time management and prioritization, as I 
had to juggle multiple responsibilities simultaneously. 

Sports and Entertainment
My involvement in sports and entertainment 

activities was another vital aspect of my university 
life. Participating in Science Week every year was a 
highlight, as it brought together students from different 
disciplines to showcase their talents and engage in 
friendly competition. I actively participated in various 
sports such as cricket, Elle, and chess, and I am proud 
to have been part of teams that won championships. 
These experiences not only honed my physical skills 
but also taught me the importance of teamwork, 
perseverance, and strategic thinking. The talent show, 
an integral part of Science Week, was an awesome 
cultural event where students could recognize and 
display their hidden aesthetic talents in singing and 
dancing. This event was a vibrant celebration of our 
diverse cultural backgrounds and talents. Irrespective 
of race, we joined together to make the event more 
colorful and memorable. The talent show provided a 
platform for self-expression and creativity, allowing 
us to bond over shared experiences and appreciate the 
rich cultural tapestry of our university community. 

Reflecting on Growth and Inspiration
Looking back, my time at the University of Jaffna 

was a blend of highs and lows, each contributing to my 
personal and academic growth. The challenges, from 
rigorous academic demands to coping with unforeseen 
global events, shaped me into a resilient and adaptable 
individual. 

Although I met many good souls who helped me 
navigate and succeed in my degree program, I couldn’t 
find a life partner as many others typically do during 
their university years. My focus on acquiring a quality 
education and deepening my knowledge was my top 
priority. However, the achievements and experiences 
I have gained during these four years have truly 
satisfied me. 

In conclusion, my journey at the University of 
Jaffna was a transformative experience that shaped me 
into the person I am today. The University of Jaffna 
will always hold a special place in my heart, and I am 
proud to be an alumnus of this esteemed institution. 
I look forward to applying the lessons learned and 
the skills acquired to make a meaningful impact in 
the world. Thank you, University of Jaffna, for an 
incredible journey.  
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My time at the University of Jaffna (UoJ), 
particularly within the Department of Mathematics 
and Statistics, stands as the golden era of my life. 
Pursuing a combination of Pure Mathematics, Applied 
Mathematics, and Statistics was a journey marked 
by endless possibilities, new friendships, and an 
academically challenging environment that fuelled 
my dreams. The rigorous coursework, insightful 
seminars, and the supportive faculty at UoJ provided 
a solid foundation for my future endeavours. From the 
moment I stepped into the university, I was surrounded 
by an atmosphere of learning and growth. The 
initial days were filled with a mix of excitement and 
nervousness, but the welcoming nature of the faculty 
and fellow students quickly made me feel at home. 

The department was a place where intellectual 
curiosity was encouraged, and every lecture was a 
new opportunity to delve deeper into the world of 
mathematics and statistics. The academic journey 
at UoJ was both challenging and rewarding. The 
curriculum was designed to push our boundaries 
and encourage critical thinking. Each course was 
meticulously structured to cover both theoretical 
concepts and practical applications, ensuring that we 
gained a comprehensive understanding of the subjects. 
The faculty members were always available to clarify 
doubts and provide guidance, which played a crucial 
role in my academic success. Pure Mathematics, with 
its abstract nature, was both intriguing and demanding. 
The beauty of solving complex problems and proving 
theorems was an experience that I cherished. Applied 
Mathematics, on the other hand, allowed us to see 
the practical implications of mathematical concepts 
in real-world scenarios. Statistics, with its focus on 
data analysis and interpretation, was particularly 
fascinating and has been instrumental in shaping my 
career path. 

One of the most memorable academic experiences 
was working on my final year project under the guidance 

of Dr. S. Arumairajan. The project required extensive 
research and data analysis, and Dr. Arumairajan’s 
support was invaluable. His ability to listen attentively 
and provide constructive feedback helped me 
navigate through the challenges of the project. His 
encouragement and belief in my capabilities boosted 
my confidence and motivated me to put forth my 
best effort. As an active member of the Math Society, 
I had the opportunity to participate in a variety of 
activities that enriched my university experience. The 
Math Society was a vibrant community of students 
who shared a passion for mathematics and statistics. 
We organized study groups, guest lectures, and 
mathematics competitions, which not only deepened 
our understanding of the subjects but also fostered a 
sense of camaraderie among us. The study groups were 
particularly beneficial as they provided a platform 
for collaborative learning. We would meet regularly 
to discuss difficult topics, solve problems, and share 
knowledge. These sessions were instrumental in 
enhancing our understanding and performance in 
exams. 

The guest lectures, delivered by eminent 
mathematicians and statisticians, were another 
highlight. These lectures exposed us to advanced 
topics and cutting-edge research, inspiring many of us 
to pursue further studies in mathematics and statistics. 
Paticipating in mathematics competitions was an 
exciting and challenging experience. The competitions 
tested our problem-solving skills and ability to 
think on our feet. Preparing for these competitions 
involved rigorous practice and teamwork, which 
helped us develop a strong foundation in mathematical 
concepts. While academics were a significant 
part of my university life, I also had a passion for 
extracurricular activities. During my school days, I 
was actively involved in various sports and cultural 
events, and I wanted to continue this tradition at 
university. However, certain circumstances limited 
my involvement in extracurricular activities during 

Embracing Opportunities and celebrating diversity
My Multifaceted Journey at University of Jaffna

M. F. F. Fasmina
(2016/SP/253, 42nd Batch, Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna)
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My time at the University of Jaffna (UoJ), 
particularly within the Department of Mathematics 
and Statistics, stands as the golden era of my life. 
Pursuing a combination of Pure Mathematics, Applied 
Mathematics, and Statistics was a journey marked 
by endless possibilities, new friendships, and an 
academically challenging environment that fuelled 
my dreams. The rigorous coursework, insightful 
seminars, and the supportive faculty at UoJ provided 
a solid foundation for my future endeavours. From the 
moment I stepped into the university, I was surrounded 
by an atmosphere of learning and growth. The 
initial days were filled with a mix of excitement and 
nervousness, but the welcoming nature of the faculty 
and fellow students quickly made me feel at home. 

The department was a place where intellectual 
curiosity was encouraged, and every lecture was a 
new opportunity to delve deeper into the world of 
mathematics and statistics. The academic journey 
at UoJ was both challenging and rewarding. The 
curriculum was designed to push our boundaries 
and encourage critical thinking. Each course was 
meticulously structured to cover both theoretical 
concepts and practical applications, ensuring that we 
gained a comprehensive understanding of the subjects. 
The faculty members were always available to clarify 
doubts and provide guidance, which played a crucial 
role in my academic success. Pure Mathematics, with 
its abstract nature, was both intriguing and demanding. 
The beauty of solving complex problems and proving 
theorems was an experience that I cherished. Applied 
Mathematics, on the other hand, allowed us to see 
the practical implications of mathematical concepts 
in real-world scenarios. Statistics, with its focus on 
data analysis and interpretation, was particularly 
fascinating and has been instrumental in shaping my 
career path. 

One of the most memorable academic experiences 
was working on my final year project under the guidance 

of Dr. S. Arumairajan. The project required extensive 
research and data analysis, and Dr. Arumairajan’s 
support was invaluable. His ability to listen attentively 
and provide constructive feedback helped me 
navigate through the challenges of the project. His 
encouragement and belief in my capabilities boosted 
my confidence and motivated me to put forth my 
best effort. As an active member of the Math Society, 
I had the opportunity to participate in a variety of 
activities that enriched my university experience. The 
Math Society was a vibrant community of students 
who shared a passion for mathematics and statistics. 
We organized study groups, guest lectures, and 
mathematics competitions, which not only deepened 
our understanding of the subjects but also fostered a 
sense of camaraderie among us. The study groups were 
particularly beneficial as they provided a platform 
for collaborative learning. We would meet regularly 
to discuss difficult topics, solve problems, and share 
knowledge. These sessions were instrumental in 
enhancing our understanding and performance in 
exams. 

The guest lectures, delivered by eminent 
mathematicians and statisticians, were another 
highlight. These lectures exposed us to advanced 
topics and cutting-edge research, inspiring many of us 
to pursue further studies in mathematics and statistics. 
Paticipating in mathematics competitions was an 
exciting and challenging experience. The competitions 
tested our problem-solving skills and ability to 
think on our feet. Preparing for these competitions 
involved rigorous practice and teamwork, which 
helped us develop a strong foundation in mathematical 
concepts. While academics were a significant 
part of my university life, I also had a passion for 
extracurricular activities. During my school days, I 
was actively involved in various sports and cultural 
events, and I wanted to continue this tradition at 
university. However, certain circumstances limited 
my involvement in extracurricular activities during 

Embracing Opportunities and celebrating diversity
My Multifaceted Journey at University of Jaffna

M. F. F. Fasmina
(2016/SP/253, 42nd Batch, Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna)
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my initial years at UoJ. Despite these challenges, I 
managed to participate in the Elle competition during 
the 2018 Science Week, organized by our batch. I 
also took part in quiz competitions organized by the 
University of Colombo and the inter-faculty quiz 
competition organized by the Muslim Masjis, where 
I won second place. 

The Elle competition was a memorable experience. 
It was an opportunity to take a break from the rigorous 
academic schedule and engage in a fun and competitive 
activity. The event brought together students from 
different departments, fostering a sense of unity 
and teamwork. Participating in the competition 
reignited my passion for extracurricular activities and 
demonstrated the importance of balancing academics 
with other interests. One of the most enriching aspects 
of my time at UoJ was the opportunity to explore 
and celebrate different cultures. The university was 
a melting pot of students from diverse backgrounds, 
each bringing their unique traditions and celebrations. 
I had the privilege of participating in various cultural 
festivities, such as Vesak and New Year celebrations, 
traditional Kolam making, and many other festivals 
from different religions. Vesak, the celebration of 
Buddha’s birth, enlightenment, and death, was a 
particularly memorable experience. The campus was 
adorned with colourful lanterns, and the atmosphere 
was filled with a sense of peace and tranquility. 
Participating in the celebrations gave me a deeper 
understanding of Buddhist traditions and the values of 
compassion and mindfulness. New Year celebrations 
were another highlight. The festive atmosphere, 
traditional games, and delicious food brought a 
sense of joy and togetherness. These celebrations 
were a reminder of the rich cultural heritage that 
we share and the importance of preserving these 
traditions. Traditional Kolam making was a fascinating 
experience. Kolam, a form of art created using rice 
flour or chalk powder, is a common practice in South 
Indian households. Participating in Kolam making 
allowed me to appreciate the artistic skills and cultural 
significance of this tradition. It was a wonderful way to 
connect with fellow students and celebrate our shared 
cultural heritage. 

These cultural experiences broadened my 
understanding of diversity and fostered a sense of 
unity and appreciation for our university’s vibrant 

community. They taught me the importance of 
respecting and celebrating different cultures, which 
has been a valuable lesson in my personal and 
professional life. Being part of the organizing 
committee for our annual cultural festival was one 
of the most rewarding experiences of my university 
life. The festival was a celebration of the diversity and 
spirit of our university community. Organizing such 
a large-scale event required meticulous planning, 
teamwork, and leadership skills. The preparation 
for the festival began months in advance. We had 
to coordinate with various departments, arrange for 
performances, manage logistics, and ensure that 
everything ran smoothly on the day of the event. It was 
a challenging task, but the support and enthusiasm of 
my fellow committee members made it a memorable 
experience. The festival itself was a grand success. 
It was a joy to see our efforts come to life in vibrant 
and memorable events. The cultural performances, 
traditional games, and food stalls brought the campus 
to life and created a sense of unity and celebration. 
Being part of the organizing committee allowed me 
to develop leadership and organizational skills and 
celebrate the diversity and spirit of our university. 
One of the significant opportunities I had during 
my time at UoJ was interning at the Department of 
Census and Statistics. This experience was invaluable 
as it allowed me to apply my statistical knowledge to 
real-world data analysis and gain practical insights 
into the workings of national statistical systems. The 
internship involved working on various projects that 
required data collection, analysis, and interpretation. 
I had the opportunity to work with experienced 
statisticians and learn about the methodologies 
and techniques used in national statistical surveys. 
This hands-on experience was instrumental in 
bridging the gap between theoretical learning and 
practical application. In addition to the internship, 
the Department of Mathematics and Statistics at UoJ 
organized workshops on mathematical software and 
data analysis. These workshops provided us with 
the necessary skills to handle complex data sets and 
perform advanced statistical analyses. The knowledge 
and skills gained from these workshops have been 
invaluable in my professional career. 

Throughout my university life, almost all the 
lecturers inspired me with their attitude and behaviour 
in different ways. Two lecturers, in particular, left 
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a profound impact on me: Dr. S. Arivazhagan and 
Dr. S. Arumairajan, both of whom were Statistics 
lecturers I met in my first year. Dr. S. Arivazhagan, 
the Head of the Department during our period, was 
always approachable and greeted us with a warm 
smile. His words of encouragement and his simple, 
down-to-earth nature amazed me. I often wondered 
how someone could be as humble and kind as he 
was. Despite his busy schedule, he always made time 
for us and was willing to help with any academic or 
personal issues. His dedication to teaching and his 
ability to explain complex concepts in a simple and 
understandable manner made him an exceptional 
educator. Dr. S. Arumairajan provided exceptional 
support throughout my final project. He was always 
there to listen, offering invaluable guidance and 
treating us with utmost respect. His superb qualities of 
being attentive and caring made a significant impact on 
my academic journey. Dr. Arumairajan’s enthusiasm 
for Applied Mathematics and his dedication to 
teaching were remarkable. He had a unique ability to 

make complex topics understandable and instil a love 
for the subject in his students. His mentorship not only 
guided us academically but also shaped our character 
and future, making each day at the university better 
and more meaningful. Both Dr. Arivazhagan and Dr. 
Arumairajan played pivotal roles in my academic and 
personal development. Their dedication, kindness, 
and ability to inspire have left a lasting impression on 
me. They taught me the importance of perseverance, 
humility, and the value of education, which have 
been guiding principles in my life. In conclusion, 
my time at the University of Jaffna was a period of 
immense growth and learning. The combination of 
rigorous academic training, participation in student 
societies, involvement in extracurricular activities, 
cultural exploration, and the support of inspiring 
faculty members made my university experience truly 
enriching. The memories and lessons from UoJ have 
had a lasting impact on my personal and professional 
life, and I will always cherish the golden era of my life 
spent at this esteemed institution.  
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My academic journey at the University of Jaffna, 
specifically within the Faculty of Science, was a 
transformative period marked by rigorous learning, 
collaborative projects, and significant personal growth. 
I was part of the 39th Batch, a group distinguished by 
its rich diversity and unity. Our batch was a melting 
pot of cultures, reflecting the vibrant, multi-ethnic 
fabric of our community. This diversity was not merely 
a backdrop but a dynamic force that enriched our 
academic and social experiences.

As a trilinguist, I had the unique advantage of 
seamlessly integrating into various student groups 
and committees. This linguistic versatility allowed me 
to contribute effectively to numerous initiatives and 
events that became defining moments for our batch. 
One of the highlights was the first batch-hiking trip to 
Hanthana, which required meticulous planning and 
coordination with the University of Peradeniya. This 
trip was more than just an outdoor adventure; it was 
a bonding experience that strengthened our batch’s 
camaraderie.

Another memorable event was our batch get-
together at Thalsevana Hotel in KKS. Organizing 
this event was a logistical challenge, but the outcome 
was a resounding success, filled with joy, laughter, 
and a sense of belonging. It was an opportunity for us 
to reflect on our journey, celebrate our achievements, 
and reinforce the bonds we had formed.

Creating our batch magazine and souvenir was 
another significant milestone. This project required 
collective effort and creativity, capturing the essence 
of our experiences and preserving them for posterity. 
Additionally, we introduced esports into Science 
Week, a novel idea that brought a modern twist to 
traditional academic events, engaging students in 
new and exciting ways. The introduction of the Holi 
Festival was particularly special. Holi, known as the 
festival of colors, symbolizes the victory of good over 
evil and the arrival of spring. Celebrating Holi at our 
university was a vibrant and joyous occasion that 
transcended cultural boundaries, fostering inclusivity 

and unity among students.

Participation in Extracurricular Activities
Extracurricular activities played a pivotal role 

in my university life, complementing my academic 
pursuits and contributing to my holistic development. 
Under the mentorship of Prof. P. Iyngaran from the 
Department of Chemistry, I had the privilege of 
joining the university’s chemistry debate team. This 
opportunity was a turning point in my extracurricular 
involvement. The debate team competed in the all-
island debate competition, where I had the honor of 
captaining two unbeaten championships. Leading 
the team was a challenging yet rewarding experience 
that honed my leadership, critical thinking, and public 
speaking skills. Additionally, I coached the university 
team, helping them achieve the first hat-trick in the 
history of the debate competition. This achievement 
was not just a personal milestone but a testament to 
the collective effort and determination of our team. It 
was a proud moment for the University of Jaffna and 
a highlight of my extracurricular journey.

Basketball was another significant aspect of my 
university life. As a member of the University of 
Jaffna Basketball team for four years, I represented the 
university in the Inter University games each year. My 
involvement in basketball extended to the Inter Faculty 
Basketball competitions and various basketball club 
matches. These experiences were instrumental in 
developing my teamwork, discipline, and resilience.

Involvement in Student Society
My tenure as the president of the Chemical Society 

for the year 2017/2018 was a period of immense 
learning and accomplishment. Leading the Chemical 
Society was a challenging yet fulfilling experience 
that allowed me to make a meaningful impact. We not 
only continued the society’s annual activities but also 
introduced new initiatives that set a higher benchmark. 
One of our significant achievements was organizing 
the Inter-level debate competition, which provided a 
platform for students to showcase their debating skills 
and engage in intellectual discourse. We also initiated 
the Inter-level Chemistry Quiz Competition, a fun and 
educational event that encouraged students to deepen 
their understanding of chemistry.

Embracing Diversity and Excellence
My Journey at the University of Jaffna

Experiences within the Department and Faculty

Mr. S. Anu Rakavan
(2013/SB/091 39th Batch Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna)
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Community outreach was another area where 
we made significant strides. We organized beach 
cleanup programs, reflecting our commitment to 
environmental sustainability and social responsibility. 
Fundraisers such as selling lab coats and safety goggles 
to freshman chemistry students, along with buttons 
and pins, were successful initiatives that supported the 
society’s activities and fostered a sense of community. 
A landmark achievement during my presidency 
was the creation of the first digital version of the 
ChemiSphere magazine. This initiative modernized 
our communication approach and made the magazine 
accessible to a broader audience, ensuring that the 
knowledge and experiences shared in its pages reached 
as many students as possible.

Organizing the Celebration of Festivals
Cultural and religious celebrations were integral to 

our university life, providing opportunities to embrace 
our heritage and celebrate our diversity. I actively 
participated in organizing and celebrating various 
festivals, including Thai Pongal, Tamil Sinhala New 
Year, and Vesak. These celebrations were vibrant 
occasions that brought students together, fostering a 
sense of unity and cultural appreciation.

In addition to religious festivals, we organized 
batch “Welcome parties” for juniors and “Going down 
parties” for seniors. These events were significant 
milestones in the university calendar, marking 
the beginning and end of academic journeys and 
creating lasting memories. Music was another 
important aspect of our celebrations. We performed 
in multilingual song singing and participated in 
western and Karnatic musical instrumental orchestras. 
These performances were not just about showcasing 
talent but also about celebrating the rich musical 
heritage of our diverse community. Opportunities for 
Experiential Learning or Professional Development 
Although our undergraduate program did not include 
formal internships, I was fortunate to have several 
opportunities for experiential learning and professional 
development. Under the guidance of Dr. Sivatharshini 
from the Department of Chemistry, I completed a 
Certificate 

Course on Instrument Handling at the Sri Lanka 
Institute of Nanotechnology (SLINTEC). 

This course provided hands-on experience with 
advanced scientific instruments, enhancing my 
practical skills and knowledge. We also undertook 
industrial visits in Colombo as part of our academic 
requirements. These visits were invaluable, providing 
insights into real-world industrial processes and 
applications of chemistry. They also offered 
networking opportunities with professionals in the 

field, broadening our horizons and preparing us for 
future careers. 

In 2017, I had the privilege of representing the 
University of Jaffna in the “National Green Innovator 
Competition,” thanks to Prof. Sasikesh. Along with 
my batch mate, Mr. Aeneas Jerron, we developed 
the “Gamified Reverse Vending Machine,” a project 
that won second place in the competition. This 
experience was a testament to the innovative spirit and 
collaborative effort within our batch, and it provided 
a platform to showcase our ideas and creativity on a 
national stage.

My research journey at the University of Jaffna 
was equally enriching. Under the mentorship of 
Prof. P. Iyngaran and Prof. Kuganathan, I conducted 
cutting-edge research in computational chemistry. 
This research not only contributed to my academic 
development but also had a lasting impact on 
the Department of Chemistry. Our work led to 
computational chemistry becoming an annual research 
topic within the department, ensuring that future 
students could explore this fascinating and rapidly 
evolving field. Favorite Professor and Inspiration

Throughout my academic journey, I was fortunate 
to have the guidance and support of many exceptional 
professors. Among them, Dr. Sivapalan and Dr. (Mrs) 
Sivapalan stand out as my most cherished mentors. 
Their dedication to teaching and their ability to 
inspire students left a profound impact on my life. Dr. 
Sivapalan and Dr. (Mrs) Sivapalan recognized my 
potential as a public speaker early on and nurtured 
my debating skills. Their mentorship extended 
beyond academics, imparting valuable life lessons 
that have shaped my character and career. Their 
unwavering support and belief in my abilities gave 
me the confidence to pursue my goals and excel in 
various fields.

In conclusion, my time at the University of Jaffna 
was a period of immense growth, learning, and 
unforgettable experiences. The supportive academic 
environment, coupled with diverse opportunities for 
personal and professional development, equipped 
me with the skills and knowledge to pursue my 
aspirations and contribute meaningfully to society. 
My journey was enriched by the vibrant community, 
dedicated mentors, and the numerous challenges and 
achievements that have become an integral part of 
who I am today.

The University of Jaffna provided a nurturing 
ground for my academic and personal development, 
and I am grateful for the experiences and memories 
that will forever remain close to my heart. 
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gs;spf;$l tho;tpy; ,Ue;J gy;fiyf;fof 
tho;f;if r%f uPjpahfTk;> tpQ;Qhd uPjpahfTk; 
k pfTk ;  NtWgl ;lJ.  tshfj ;j pw ;Fs ;  ehk ; 
Eioe;jTld; vy;yh kl;lq;fspYk; ehk; xU Gjpa 
jsj;jpw;Fs; nrd;WtpLfpd;Nwhk;.

tshfj ;j pw ;Fs;  Eioe ;j vy ;NyhUila 
mDgtq;fSk; xNukhjpupahdjhf ,Ug;gjpy;iy. 
KjyhtJ tUlj;jpy; ehk; re;jpj;j ehl;fSf;Fk; 
%d;whtJ tUlj;jpy; re;jpj;j ehl;fSf;Fk; mjpf 
NtWghLfs; ,Uf;Fk;. mit jdpj;Jtkhdit. 
mq;F ePz;lfhy ez;gu;fis Vw;gLj;jTk;> vkJ 
vjpu;fhy tho;f;ifia tsk;gLj;Jtjw;Fkhd 
re ;ju ;g ;gq ;fSk; >  mDgtq;fSk;  vkf ;Ff ; 
fpilf;fpd;wd.

gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; gRikahd ehl;fspy; ehk; 
fw;Wf;nfhz;lit Vuhsk;. mq;F fy;tp kl;Lk; 
fw;ftpy;iy> tho;f;ifiaAk; fw;Wf;nfhz;Nlhk;> 
Vd; rpyu; jkJ tho;f;ifj; JiziaAk; Njbf; 
nfhz;ldu;. toikNghy vkJ gpupTk; mjw;F 
tpjptpyf;fy;y.

cs;ehl;Lg; Nghu; jPtpukhf ,lk;ngw;Wte;j 
fhyg;gFjpapy; kpd;rhuk; $l ,y;yhj kpfTk; 
mbg;gil trjpfs; mw;w epiyapy; vkJ gpuptpd; 
gy;fiyf;fofg; gpuNtrk; 1990 Mk; Mz;L etk;gu; 
khjk; epfo;e;jJ. ,Ue;jNghJk; ehk; vkf;F fpilj;j 
tsq;fisf; nfhz;L kfpo;r ;rpahf ,Uf;fj; 
jtwtpy;iy.

tpu pTiu kz;lgj ;j py ;  ,Ug ;gij tplf ; 
fy;,Uf;iffspy; (Stone bench) ,Ug;gJjhd; 

vkf;F mjpfk; gpbj;jpUe;jJ. mq;Fjhd; vkf;F 

mjpfk; Qhdk; fpilj;jJ vd;Wk; nrhy;yyhk;. 

me;j fy; ,Uf;ifapy; ,Ue;J fpilj;j Qhdj;jpd; 

xU Jspjhd;  vkJ tuNtw;Gg ;  ghu ;l ;bapy ; 

tpy;Yg;ghl;lhf kyu;e;J gpd;du; ehlfkhf cau;e;J 

ehlfg; Nghl;bahf cUntLj;Jg; gupirAk; 
jl;br;nry;Yk; msTf;F vk;kpy; gyuplk; ,Ue;j 
jpwikia ntspf;nfhz;Lte;jpUe;jJ. ,Wjpahf 
ehk; ntspNaWk;NghJ vkf;F mLj;j gpupTf;F 

vjpuhd gl;bkd;wf; fsj;ijAk; ehk; ntw;wpfukhfr; 
re;jpj;jpUe;Njhk;.

r pwe ;j ghlfu ;fs ; >  ,af ;Feu ;fs ; >  ehlff ; 
fiyQu;fs; >  ftpQu ;fs; >  mwptpg ;ghsu ;fs; > 
Nkilg; Ngr;rhsu;fs; vd vk;kpy; gyuplk; ,Ue;j 
jpwikfis ntspapy; nfhz;Lte;j ngUikAk; 
me;j fy; ,Uf;iff;Fj; jhd; cz;L.

ehlfq;fisg; Nghl;lNghJk;> guPl;irf;fhf 
xd;W Nru;e;J gbj;jNghJk;> ntspf;fsr; Rw;Wyh 
nrd;wNghJk;> ez;gu;fspd; tPLfspy; ,lk;ngw;w 
,d;g> Jd;g epfo;Tfspy; fye;Jnfhz;lNghJk; xU 
FO epiyahf vg;gbr; nrayhw;WtJ (teamwork) 
vd;gij ehk; ,yFthff; fw;Wf;nfhs;Sk; fsj;ij 
vkf;F vw;gLj;jpj; je;jJk; ,e;jg; gy;fiyf;fof 
tho;f;if jhd;.

Fg;gp tpsf;fpy; fy;tp fw;gjw;fhfg; gy;fiyf;fof 
khztu; mikg;G kz;nzz;izia toq;fpa 
NghJk; mjidAk; tupirapy; epd;W kfpo;r;rpahfNt 
ngw;Wf;nfhs;Nthk;. me;j tupirapYk; rpyu; fhjy; 
nra;aj; jtwtpy;iy. mjhtJ ve;jr; R+o;epiyapYk; 
kfpo;thf ,Uf;ff; fw;Wf;nfhs;sg; gofpf;nfhz;l 
ehl;fs; mit.

nghUshjhuj; jilfspdhy; vkf;F ntspehl;Lg; 
nghUl;fs; fpilf;fhJ tpl;lhYk;> cs;Shu;g; 
gid kuKk;> GifapiyAk; ghu;l;bfspy; vk;ik 
kfpo;thfNt itj;jpUe;jd.

neUf;fb tUk;NghJk;> Nru;e;J rpe;jpf;Fk;NghJk; 
jhd; Gjpa rpe;jidfSk;> topKiwfSk; gpwf;Fk; 
vd;ghu;fs;. mJjhd; cz;ik NghYk;. md;iwa 
fhyfl;lj;jpy; khztu; tpLjpapy; cs;s gbf;Fk; 
miwfspy; eWkzk; tPr vk;kplk; air freshener 
,Uf;ftpy;iy.

Mdhy; mJ ,y;iy vd ehk; ftiyg;gl;lJk; 
,y;iy. me;jr; Rfj;ij ,of;f tpUk;gTkpy;iy. 
Mfnkhj;jj;jpy; vt;thW mjid vdJ ez;gd; rup 
nra;jhd; vd;gNj tpag;ghdJ jhd;.

,uT xU 8 kzpapUf;Fk;. ez;gd; irf;fpis 
vLj;Jf;nfhz;L vd;idAk; $l;bf;nfhz;L 

fy;tp fw;fg;Ngha; tho;f;ifiaf; fw;W te;Njhk; ehk; 

fyhepjp ,utp gpughfud;
16MtJ mzp> capupay; gpupT> tpQ;Qhd gPlk;

(Research & Technology Manager, Advanced Healthcare Ltd, Kent, UK) 
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gpwTz; tPjptopahf xU Rw;Wyh nrd;whd;. 
Mq;fhq;Nf kjpy;fspy; ky;ypifr;nrb njd;gLk; 
NghJ nkJthfr; irf;fpis epWj;jp ky;ypif 
nkhl;Lf;fisf; nfha;J igapy; NghLk;gb 
nrhy;thd;. ehDk; nra;Njd;. Mdhy; vdf;F Vd; 
vd;W tpsq;ftpy;iy. ‘ctd; VjhtJ KjypuTf;Fg; 
NghwhNdh’ vd;W ehd; vdf;Fs; epidj;Jf; 
nfhz;Nld;.

NghJkhd msT Nru ;e ; jJk ;  t pLj pf ;F 
te;J gbf;Fk; Nkirapy; xU Xuj;jpy; Ftpj;J 
tpl;Lg; gbj;Njhk;. ‘cz;ikiar; nrhy;Yq;flh. 
gbj;jPq;fsh?’ vd ePq;fs; Nff;fg;glhJ. tpLjpf;Fg; 
NghwNj Cu;tk;G msf;fj; jhNd.

Neuk; nry;yr; nry;y xt;nthU ky;ypif 

nkhl;L tpupAk;NghJ mjd; eWkzk; vq;fs; 

miwia epug ;g paJ kl ;Lky;yhJ vkf ;Fk ; 

xU Gj ;Jzu;r ;r pahfNt ,Ue;jJ. mjhtJ 

,aw;ifahfNt ehk; md;W air freshener Ij; 

jahupj;jpUe;Njhk;.

tpLKiw vd;why; vy;NyhUf;Fk; tpUg;gk;. 

Mdhy; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; kl;Lk; tpLKiw 

tUk;NghJ kdk; VNjh Nrhu;e;J tpLk;. ez;gu;fisg; 

gpuptjh ,y;iy kfpo;r;rpia ,og;gjh me;jr; 

Nrhu;Tf;Ff; fhuzk; vd;gjw;F ,d;Wtiu tpil 

fpilf;ftpy;iy.

tshfj;jpw;Fs; nrd;w rpy khjq;fspy; vkJ 

KjyhtJ tuNtw;G ghu;l;bapy; ehk; muq;Nfw;wpa 

tpy;Yg;ghl;by; flk; vd;W nrhy;yp nfhz;Lte;j 

ghid KjyhtJ mbapNyNa cile;Jtpl> 

xU fzk; jpifj;j FOtpdu;> cldbahfNt 

epyikiar; rPu; nra;J khw;WtopNjb muq;fj;ij 

kfpo ;tpj ;j jUzq;fs; vd;gJ> ‘vjpu ;ghuhj 

neUf;fbfis Neu; nfhs;Sk;NghJ cldbahfNt 

mjpy; ,Ue;J vg;gb kPs;tJ’ vd;w ghlj;ijAk; 

md;W vkf;Ff; fw;Wj;je;jpUe;jJ.

,Wjpg; guPl;ir Kbe;jJk; ehk; Nkw;nfhs;Sk; 
jz;zp Cw;Wjy; my;yJ NrW mbj;jy; vd;gij 
bucketing vd;W ehk; miog;gJz;L. vk;kPJ ahUk; 
mOf;F G+rpdhNyh my;yJ NrW mbj;jhNyh 
tUfpd;w Nfhgq;fs; md;W vkf;F tutpy;iy. 
khwhf mtw;iw kfpo;NthL Vw;Wf;nfhz;Nlhk;. 
jpUk;gf; nfhLf;fTk; jtWtjpy;iy.

‘mtkhdq;fs; vd;W vJTkpy;iy’ vd;w 
ghlj ;ijf ;  fw ;Wf ;nfhLg ;gjw ;Fj ;jhd;  ,e ;j 
bucketing md;W ele;jNjh vd;W$l ,d;W vz;zj; 
Njhd;Wfpd;wJ.

,d;W ehk; midtUk; gpupe;J gy;NtW ehLfspy; 
tho;fpd;wNghJk; ,e;j epfo;Tfspd; epidTfs; 
vk;ik epidthy; xd;W Nru;f;fpd;wd. mjid 
vy;NyhUk; cs;czu;Tfspy; czu;thu;fs; vd;Nw 
epidf;fpd;Nwd;.

ehk ;  ngw ;w mjp];l ;lk ;  ,d;W ehk ;  r%f 
tiyj;jsq;fshy; xUq;fpizAk; epiyiaAk; 
n g w ; W j ; j e ; J s ; s J .  g y ; f i y f ; f o f j ; j p y ; 
Vw;gLj;jg;gl;l ,e;j ePz;lfhy el;G ,d;Wk; 
njhlu;fpd;wJ> mJ r%ftiyj;jsq;fshy; NkYk; 
tYg;ngw;Nw tUfpd;wJ.

ctg;gj; jiyf;$b cs;sg; gpupjy;
midj;Nj Gytu; njhopy;. - (Fws; - 394)

kfpo;r;rpahfr; Nru;e;J goFtJk;> gpupT tUk; 
NghJ kdq;fyq;FtJk; fw ;W mwpe ;jtupd; 
nray; vd;fpd;wJ jpUts;Stupd; ,e;jf; Fws;. 
cz;ikjhd;. ,e;jf; Fwspd; jj;Jtj;ij ehk; 
vkJ gy;fiyf;fof tho;tpy; gy jlitfs; 
czu;e;jpUe;Njhk;.

ehd; ,q;F gjptpl;lJ xU Jsp mDgtk; 
jhd;. ,jidg;Nghy epiwa mDgtq;fs; vkJ 
gpuptpy; cs;s midtuplKk; ,Uf;Fk;. re;ju;g;gk; 
tUk;NghJ mtw;iw mtu;fSk; gjptpl Ntz;Lk; 
vdf; $wp vdf;F ,e;j tha;g;gspj;jikf;F ed;wp 
$wp tpilngWfpd;Nwd;. 
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gpwTz; tPjptopahf xU Rw;Wyh nrd;whd;. 
Mq;fhq;Nf kjpy;fspy; ky;ypifr;nrb njd;gLk; 
NghJ nkJthfr; irf;fpis epWj;jp ky;ypif 
nkhl;Lf;fisf; nfha;J igapy; NghLk;gb 
nrhy;thd;. ehDk; nra;Njd;. Mdhy; vdf;F Vd; 
vd;W tpsq;ftpy;iy. ‘ctd; VjhtJ KjypuTf;Fg; 
NghwhNdh’ vd;W ehd; vdf;Fs; epidj;Jf; 
nfhz;Nld;.

NghJkhd msT Nru ;e ; jJk ;  t pLj pf ;F 
te;J gbf;Fk; Nkirapy; xU Xuj;jpy; Ftpj;J 
tpl;Lg; gbj;Njhk;. ‘cz;ikiar; nrhy;Yq;flh. 
gbj;jPq;fsh?’ vd ePq;fs; Nff;fg;glhJ. tpLjpf;Fg; 
NghwNj Cu;tk;G msf;fj; jhNd.

Neuk; nry;yr; nry;y xt;nthU ky;ypif 

nkhl;L tpupAk;NghJ mjd; eWkzk; vq;fs; 

miwia epug ;g paJ kl ;Lky;yhJ vkf ;Fk ; 

xU Gj ;Jzu;r ;r pahfNt ,Ue;jJ. mjhtJ 

,aw;ifahfNt ehk; md;W air freshener Ij; 

jahupj;jpUe;Njhk;.

tpLKiw vd;why; vy;NyhUf;Fk; tpUg;gk;. 

Mdhy; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; kl;Lk; tpLKiw 

tUk;NghJ kdk; VNjh Nrhu;e;J tpLk;. ez;gu;fisg; 

gpuptjh ,y;iy kfpo;r;rpia ,og;gjh me;jr; 

Nrhu;Tf;Ff; fhuzk; vd;gjw;F ,d;Wtiu tpil 

fpilf;ftpy;iy.

tshfj;jpw;Fs; nrd;w rpy khjq;fspy; vkJ 

KjyhtJ tuNtw;G ghu;l;bapy; ehk; muq;Nfw;wpa 

tpy;Yg;ghl;by; flk; vd;W nrhy;yp nfhz;Lte;j 

ghid KjyhtJ mbapNyNa cile;Jtpl> 

xU fzk; jpifj;j FOtpdu;> cldbahfNt 

epyikiar; rPu; nra;J khw;WtopNjb muq;fj;ij 

kfpo ;tpj ;j jUzq;fs; vd;gJ> ‘vjpu ;ghuhj 

neUf;fbfis Neu; nfhs;Sk;NghJ cldbahfNt 

mjpy; ,Ue;J vg;gb kPs;tJ’ vd;w ghlj;ijAk; 

md;W vkf;Ff; fw;Wj;je;jpUe;jJ.

,Wjpg; guPl;ir Kbe;jJk; ehk; Nkw;nfhs;Sk; 
jz;zp Cw;Wjy; my;yJ NrW mbj;jy; vd;gij 
bucketing vd;W ehk; miog;gJz;L. vk;kPJ ahUk; 
mOf;F G+rpdhNyh my;yJ NrW mbj;jhNyh 
tUfpd;w Nfhgq;fs; md;W vkf;F tutpy;iy. 
khwhf mtw;iw kfpo;NthL Vw;Wf;nfhz;Nlhk;. 
jpUk;gf; nfhLf;fTk; jtWtjpy;iy.

‘mtkhdq;fs; vd;W vJTkpy;iy’ vd;w 
ghlj ;ijf ;  fw ;Wf ;nfhLg ;gjw ;Fj ;jhd;  ,e ;j 
bucketing md;W ele;jNjh vd;W$l ,d;W vz;zj; 
Njhd;Wfpd;wJ.

,d;W ehk; midtUk; gpupe;J gy;NtW ehLfspy; 
tho;fpd;wNghJk; ,e;j epfo;Tfspd; epidTfs; 
vk;ik epidthy; xd;W Nru;f;fpd;wd. mjid 
vy;NyhUk; cs;czu;Tfspy; czu;thu;fs; vd;Nw 
epidf;fpd;Nwd;.

ehk ;  ngw ;w mjp];l ;lk ;  ,d;W ehk ;  r%f 
tiyj;jsq;fshy; xUq;fpizAk; epiyiaAk; 
n g w ; W j ; j e ; J s ; s J .  g y ; f i y f ; f o f j ; j p y ; 
Vw;gLj;jg;gl;l ,e;j ePz;lfhy el;G ,d;Wk; 
njhlu;fpd;wJ> mJ r%ftiyj;jsq;fshy; NkYk; 
tYg;ngw;Nw tUfpd;wJ.

ctg;gj; jiyf;$b cs;sg; gpupjy;
midj;Nj Gytu; njhopy;. - (Fws; - 394)

kfpo;r;rpahfr; Nru;e;J goFtJk;> gpupT tUk; 
NghJ kdq;fyq;FtJk; fw ;W mwpe ;jtupd; 
nray; vd;fpd;wJ jpUts;Stupd; ,e;jf; Fws;. 
cz;ikjhd;. ,e;jf; Fwspd; jj;Jtj;ij ehk; 
vkJ gy;fiyf;fof tho;tpy; gy jlitfs; 
czu;e;jpUe;Njhk;.

ehd; ,q;F gjptpl;lJ xU Jsp mDgtk; 
jhd;. ,jidg;Nghy epiwa mDgtq;fs; vkJ 
gpuptpy; cs;s midtuplKk; ,Uf;Fk;. re;ju;g;gk; 
tUk;NghJ mtw;iw mtu;fSk; gjptpl Ntz;Lk; 
vdf; $wp vdf;F ,e;j tha;g;gspj;jikf;F ed;wp 
$wp tpilngWfpd;Nwd;. 
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k h z t g ;  g U t j ; j p d ;   n g h w ; f h y k h d 

gy;fiyf;fof tho;tpy; GJKf khztu;fshf 

ehk; 1996 Mk; Mz;L nrg;lk;gu; khjk; 16Mk; 

jpfjp aho;g;ghz gy;fyyf;fof tpQ;Qhd gPlj;jpy; 

,ize;J nfhz;Nlhk;. 

aho;g;ghzk; gy;fiyf;fof nts;sptpohf; 

fhyj;Jld; Nru;j;J gy;fiyf;fof tho;tpaiy 

mDgtpf ;f re ;ju ;g ;gk ;  f pilj ;jik vkf ;F 

n g U i k N a .  f y ; t p  i k a j ; j p d ;  g y ; N t W 

khfhzq;fspy; vjpuikf;Fk; Gs;spapy; el;Gfspid 

cUthf;fp> Gjpatu;fSld; vkJ tshfg; gazk; 

njhlq;fpaJ. mf;fhyj;jpy; rq;fkkhd Gjpa 

cwTfSld; $bf;fopj;J kfpo;e;jtu;fs; rpyu;> rpW 

KWtypid kl;Lk; cjpu;j;Jtpl;L tpyfpatu;fs; 

rpyu;> Kw;whf nksdpj;Jg; Nghdtu;fs; rpyu; 

vd nkhj;jf; $l;lKNk gazpj;J Gjpa rKjha 

tho;tpd; tpbaYf;fhf gRik epidTfSld; 

gl;lg; gbg;gpid epiwT nra;J ,d;W ,t; cyfpy; 

gue;Jgl;l ,lq;fspy; tho;e;JtUfpd;Nwhk;. 

tpQ;Qhd gPl khztu;fshf ehk; vkJ fw;wy; 

nray;ghLfSf;F kj;jpapy; tpisahl;Lj;Jiw> 

f i y j ; J i w >  , y f ; f p a j ; J i w  K j y h d 

nraw;ghLfspYk;>  rKjha Kd;Ndw;w jpl;lq;fspYk; 

Kd;dzpapy; epd;w xU mzpahf tpQ;Qhd 

gPlj;jpid ngUikg;gLj;jpaikapid ,d;ehspy; 

ehk; epidT $Wfpd;Nwhk;. rpWfij Mf;fk;> 

ftpahf;fk;> Nkil ehlfk; jahupj;J muq;Nfw;wy; 

vd gy Jiwfspy; mj;Jiw rhu ;e ;jtu;fNs 

gpukpf;Fk; mstpw;F vkJ jpwikfspidf; fhl;ba 

khztu;fshf mf;fhyj;jpy; gazpj;J te;Njhk;. 

,j;jpwikfis ntspf;nfhzu ‘tpQ;Qhd thuk;’ 

vDk; fsj;jpid me;j %d;W Mz;LfspYk; ehk; 

jpwikahf gad;gLj;jpf; nfhz;Nlhk;. 

‘tpopr;Rlu;’> ‘rlq;Ffs; ePe;j jfdq;fs; ’ Nghd;w 

ehlfq;fs ;  tpQ ;QhdgPl khztu ;fshfpa 

vk;khy; jahupf;fg;gl;L 1998-1999 Mk; Mz;L 

fhyg;gFjpapy; aho;Flhehl;bd; gy gpuNjrq;fspy; 

g y K i w  N k i l  V w ; w p a  n g U i k f ; F u p a 

khztu ;fshf ehk ;  ,Ue ;j pUf ;f pd ;Nwhk ; . 

gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; ek; el;G cwTfs; Vw;gLj;jpa 

czu;Tfspd; epidTg;gjpTfspd; ghjr;Rtl;bid 

ngl;lfkhf ‘gupjptopg; gazk;’ vDk; nghUj;jkhd 

ngaUld; kwf;f Kbahj epidTfspid epidj;J 

xU epidNtlhf mij ntspapl;L ,Ue;Njhk;. 

,d ;W vkJ gy ;fiyf ;fof ez;gu ;fs ;  gy 

,lq;fspy; tprhykhd gy Jiwfspy; gzpGupe;J 

nfhz;bUf;fpd;wdu;. ehk; fw;w tpQ;Qhd gPlf; 

fy;tpahdJ mtu;fspd; njhopy; Jiwf;F ce;J 

rf ;jpahf ,Uf;fpd;wJ vd;gJ ntspg ;gil. 

gy;fiyf;fofg; gl;lg;gbg;gpid G+u;j;jp nra;J 

,d;W 50 Mz;Lfspid vl;Lfpd;w ,t;Ntisapy; 

gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; nghd;tpohtpy; kPz;Lk; ekJ 

el;Gf;fspid re;jpf;fpd;Nwhk; vd;gijapl;L kpf;f 

kfpo;r;rp.

vkJ gupjptopg; gazq;fs; ePq;fhj epydTj; 

JspfSld; njhlu;e;J nfhz;bUf;ifapy; ,g; 

nghd;tpohthdJ vkJ el;G gazj;ij kPs; 

GJg;gpf;Fk; vd;gJ cz;ikNa.

el;G vDk; gazk; Kbtjpy;iy. gupjp topg; 

gazkhf mJnjhlUk;.

nghd;tpohtpy; njhlUk; gupjp topg;gazk;

gupG+uzhde;jru;kh rrptu;zd;
95{96 mzp> ngsjpf tpQ;Qhdg; gpupT
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me;j ,dpafhyk; mfd;W kiwe;JNgha;

,d;W ‘,Ugj;J ehd;fhz;L’!

‘mJ’ vq;fs;

tho;tpd; tre;jfhyk;.

kdk; Js;spf; Fjpj;j fhyk;.

fhy; ifapy; jisfsw;W>

fdTfspy; rpwfbj;J>

“vy;yhk; ,aYk; vk;khNy”

vDk; fu;tk;

cs;spaf;f

ntspNa cyfse;j GOfj;jpy;...

vy;yhKk; rpj;jpj;j njd;w ,Wkhg;gpy;...

“ehisnad;d” vd;w

ftiyaw;w  Xu; Jzptpy;...

Nghu; ele;j Neuj;jpy;...

‘nghUl; jilfs;’  ePz;bilapy;...

VJk; ngUk; tuT ,y;yhj f\;lj;jpy;...

vl;b ele;J

,lu; fle;J Jzpe;J fw;W

‘gl;ljhupfsha;’ khwp gwe;jgRk; nghw;fhyk;!

vj;jidNah mwpQu;fs;> vj;jidNah Nkijfs;>

vj;jidNah Ngu;>  Cupy; ,Ue;jhYk;....

vq;fisAk;

“gl;ljhupfs;” vd;W gf;fj; jpUe;jtu;fs;

rw;nwhJq;fp epd;W

tpae;J ghu;j;jhu;fs;! ‘aho;

tpQ;QhdgPlj;jpd;’

tpOJfs; ahk;... vd;gjdhy;

nkQ;Qhdk; ngw;wpUg;gu;

vd;Wk; epidj;jhu;fs;!

cau;fy;tp Vzpapy;

Xu;gb fle;jjw;Nf

maypyd;W ghuhl;L...

cwTfspd; Muhj;jp...

gl;ljhup khg;gps;is nghk;gpis

vd ,iziaj;

jpl;lkpl;bizf;fj;

jpupe;jnjhU $l;lk;...

“gy;fiyapy; fw;wtu;fs;;

gy;fiyAk; fw;wtu;fs;;

ty;ytu;fs;” vd;W tzq;fpw;wlh... r%fk;...

ty;ytu;jhk;;

gl;il jPl;ba ituq;fs; jhk;;

gy;NtW gjtpfl;F mbg;gil

Xu; gl;lk;...mjhy;

Kjyhk; gbf;fy;yhk;... ,jdpy; Kad;Nwwp

tpjtpjkha; Ntiyfspy;

tpise;Njhk; ehnky;NyhUk;.

iffspNy rk;gsk;.

nfsutj; njhopy;> tho;f;if.

ca;jJ FLk;gk;.

xUrpwpa fhyj;Js;

fhjypj;j fk;g]; fhjyu;fs; ifgpbj;J>

‘Njb’ kw;Nwhu; jpUkzk; nra;J>

nfhOj;j

rPjdKk; ghu;j;J>

tPLthry; thfdq;fs;

Nru;j;Jf;> Foe;ijngw;W>

nropj;j gjtpfz;L>

xg;gPl;lstpy; VNjh ‘cau;NthNl’

,g;Ngh ehkpUf;fpd;Nwhk;!

‘,Ugj;ije; jhz;Lfs;’ Kd;

vg;gb ,Ue;jtu;fs;

,g;gb ,d;wpUf;fpd;Nwhk;!

vg;gb kwf;f VYk;?

vik tuNtw;w gPlf;

fl;llq;fs;>

‘rPdpau;rpd;’ fj;jy; cWf;fy;fs;>

“ehk; ngw;w ,d;gk; ePq;fSk; ngw NtZk;” vd;w

‘uhf;fpq;’ ufisfs;>

‘Welcome party’ md;G>

Mk; mjw;Fg; gpd;G

mr;rk; gakw;W

MRthrkhf ,urpj;jho;e;j

tpupTiufs;>

Mju;rkhf mwpitg; Gfl;ba ek;

Nguhrpupau;fs;> Mrhd;fs;> mopj;jopj;J

Xu;glj;ij fPwitj;j ‘Demo’ khu;>

,Ugj;J ehd;F Mz;bd;gpd; ,d;W . . .
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,d;Wtiu

mkuuhfp epidtpy; epw;Fk;

Prof V.K.G, gj;kpdp Miss>

Prof jpU jpUkjp kNf];tud;> Prof rpj;utbNty; Sir.
rpy Lecture fspy; J}f;fk;>

rpytw;wpy; fyfyg;G>

rpytw;wpy; ‘jpUjpU ntd

Kopj;jjha;’ epidT>

ehq;fs; fyha;j;j Lectures khupd; Stylefs;>

ehq;fs; fijase;j fy;,Uf;if>

‘%d;W Jiw’

Ma;T $lq;fs;>

mjpy; fhiy Kjy; khiy

tiu...gl;l ghLfs;>

tpl;l gfpbfs;>

Dissection glglg;G>

Titration jtpg;Gfs;>

tpupTiuf; fpilapy; 

rpupj;Jf; fijj;jitfs;>

vj;jid fpz;ly;?

vj;jid fb joke fs;?

vj;jid ef;fy;?

vj;jid rPz;ly;fs;?

vj;jid rr;ruT?

vj;jid Nfhgjhgk;?

vj;jid rz;ilfs;?

vj;jid rkhjhdk;?

vj;jid capu;g;G?

vj;jid tifr; rpypu;g;G?

<u;j;J epd;w el;G>

,ilf;fpil rpy fhjy;>

Nrhbfsha; te;jtupd; nrhg;gdq;fs;>

thuh thuk;

‘Tute’ vOj miye;j Jau;>

‘Group study’ myg;giwfs;>

‘Continuous assesment’ fs;>

‘Practical exam’,
‘Spot test’ ,d; xt;Nthu ;  ‘kzpnahypf ;Fk; 

Rw;wpNahl;lk;’>

‘Otolith’  rupjk;> ‘Specimen collection’ Df;fha;

Field visit vd;Ws;@u;f; Fsk; fliyg; ghu;j;j 

Nrhfk;>

Library nghOJ>

Canteen Ritfs;>

Ntl;Lf;fs; tPjpfspy; tpotpo

Nrhjidr;

rhtbfs; jhz;b...

rhg;gaj;ij kPwpf;...

fw;w nfhLik>

‘fk;g];’ I.C fhl;b

kz;nzz;iz tupirapNy epd;wepiy>

vk; rf

td;dpg; ngbngl;il thd; flyhy;

nfhOk;G nrd;Nw

te;j ,lu;> mbf;fb ̀ u;j;jhy;fs; Cu;tyq;fs;>

re;jpfspy; Checking>

“rz;il” vDk; nra;jpfSs;

xt;nthU ‘Semestar’ Kba ‘exam’,
mjw;fhf

vt;tsT Kaw;rp? Kbe;j gpd;

Vacation,
‘tpQ;Qhd thuk;’>

tpisahl;Lg; Nghl;bfs;>

md;W Nghl;L..’gy;fiyia’ 

mjpuitj;j ehlfq;fs;>

ntd;w ftpijfs;>

tpthj muq;fq;fs;>

nghq;fy;fs;> Ponding,
Vacation Rw;Wyhf;fs;>

irf;fps;fspy; ‘Batch mates’ ,d;

tPL tPlha; nrd;w fij>

ez;gpapd; tPl;bYk; 

jpNal;lupYk; ghu;j;jglk;>

Toddy match> gpwe;j 

ehl;fspNy ‘jilntl;L-

Roll Party’>  ‘thsp- Bucket’ itj;J tope;J

jpupe;j rupjk;>

Exhibition mDgtq;fs;>

Room fspy;...cUrp jto;e;j> Gifg; nghOJ>

Kuz;fspil Going down...

Kbtpy; te;j ngUkfpo;T>

‘gl;lkspg;Gtpohg;’ gtpR>

FOg; glg;gpbg;G>

gl;lkspg;igj; njhlu;e;J

rpyehl;fs;

ghuhl;L> party itg;G>

Ntiyf;Ff; fhj;jpUg;G>

New;Wg;Nghy; ,Uf;fpwJ...
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epidTfs; vk; kdf;fz;Kd;

Cw;whf XbLJ!

“Xk;..’95/96 Bio-

Stream’ ,y; gapd;w ‘,Ugj;jhW Ngupy;’

MW ngbas;...  ‘MWk;  xt;nthU eupfs;’;

kPjk; nghbr;rpfs;...

tpjtpjj; jpwikahsu;;”

md;W kfpo;e;j vq;fs; Batch ,y;

mNdfkhNdhu;

vq;nfq;Nfh Nghf...

rpyu;kl;Lk; ,q;FkpQ;r...

vq;fs; ‘fpUghit’ ,oe;jgpd;G;

,Ug;Nghiu

‘tl;rg;’ FW}g;gpy; tisj;Jg; gpbj;jhYk;...>

fw;wfhyk; Nghy fb gl;L

Foe;ijfsha;

Xbr;  rpyNgu; xspe;jhYk;...>

vk;el;ig...

Xu; ‘fhy; E}w;whz;L’ fle;j gpd;Dk;

‘gRikahf

CWk; epidTfshy;’ mbf;fb capu;f;f itj;Njhk;!

ahUk; el;Gfs; Cu; tUk;NghJ

$b Mu;j;Njhk;!

,d;W ‘tpQ;QhdgPlj;jpd;’ ‘nghd;tpohtpy;’

ez;gnuhLk;... ‘ek; Kd;>

gpd; Batch’fsJ md;gnuhLk;...

xd;whf epd;nwk;

‘cUkhw;wk;’ fz;Lapu;j;Njhk;!

,d;nwq;fs; ‘%d;whk; md;id’ kbahd

tpQ;QhdgPlj;ijg; ghu;j;J

tpaf;fpd;Nwhk;!

vj;jid js khw;wk;?

vj;jid tpj;jpahrk;?

vj;jid NtWghL?

,g;gPlk; rhu;e;Njhupy;

vj;jidNgu; Cupy;? vj;jidNgu; ntspehl;by;?

vj;jidNgu; njhlu;gw;W?

vj;jidNgu; ,d;wpy;iy?

,d;nwq;fs; gPlj;jpy; Rkhu; ‘,UgNj tPjk;’

‘ek;ktu;fs;’ vd;fpd;whu;!

ek; ez;gu; gyupq;Nf

‘Academics’ ck; MfpAs;shu;...

mtu;fSld; fye;jha;e;J

vf;fhuzq;fshNy

vk; ,isNahu; ,q;Ffw;fg;

gpd;dbf;fpwhu; vd;W NgrNtZk;!

cynfq;Fk;

cs;s ‘aho; tpQ;Qhd gPl cwTfs;’

“ngUik kPz;Lk;

nfhz;Ltu vd;dtop” 

vd;W jpl;lk; $w NtZk;!

Rkhu; ‘fhy; E}w;whz;L’ Rod;Nwhb

,d;wpize;j

vkJ el;Gfis>

,tu;fspd; FLk;gj;ij>

md;dtupd; cau;Tfis>

mtupd; epiy nghWg;ig>

fz;L fspj;J; goq;fijfSk; giwe;J;

md;igg; gfpu;e;J; mstsht

te;j ,e;jr;

re;ju;g;gj; jpDf;F ed;wpnrhy;yp

“risf;fhu;fs;

tpQ;Qhd gPl tpisr;ry;fs; vd;Wnkq;Fk;”

vd;W epkpu;e;Njhk;;

vk; ngUikia czu;Nthk;;

vq;nfq;Nfh ,Ue;Jte;j

vk;Nrhjuu; ifiag;

gw;WfpNwhk;;

ehisf;Fk; gw;wpg; gazpg;Nghk;!

kw;WnkhU tha;g;gpUe;jhy;

‘gts tpohtpy;’ ghu;g;Nghk;!



-210-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

epidTfs; vk; kdf;fz;Kd;

Cw;whf XbLJ!

“Xk;..’95/96 Bio-

Stream’ ,y; gapd;w ‘,Ugj;jhW Ngupy;’

MW ngbas;...  ‘MWk;  xt;nthU eupfs;’;

kPjk; nghbr;rpfs;...

tpjtpjj; jpwikahsu;;”

md;W kfpo;e;j vq;fs; Batch ,y;

mNdfkhNdhu;

vq;nfq;Nfh Nghf...

rpyu;kl;Lk; ,q;FkpQ;r...

vq;fs; ‘fpUghit’ ,oe;jgpd;G;

,Ug;Nghiu

‘tl;rg;’ FW}g;gpy; tisj;Jg; gpbj;jhYk;...>

fw;wfhyk; Nghy fb gl;L

Foe;ijfsha;

Xbr;  rpyNgu; xspe;jhYk;...>

vk;el;ig...

Xu; ‘fhy; E}w;whz;L’ fle;j gpd;Dk;

‘gRikahf

CWk; epidTfshy;’ mbf;fb capu;f;f itj;Njhk;!

ahUk; el;Gfs; Cu; tUk;NghJ

$b Mu;j;Njhk;!

,d;W ‘tpQ;QhdgPlj;jpd;’ ‘nghd;tpohtpy;’

ez;gnuhLk;... ‘ek; Kd;>

gpd; Batch’fsJ md;gnuhLk;...

xd;whf epd;nwk;

‘cUkhw;wk;’ fz;Lapu;j;Njhk;!

,d;nwq;fs; ‘%d;whk; md;id’ kbahd

tpQ;QhdgPlj;ijg; ghu;j;J

tpaf;fpd;Nwhk;!

vj;jid js khw;wk;?

vj;jid tpj;jpahrk;?

vj;jid NtWghL?

,g;gPlk; rhu;e;Njhupy;

vj;jidNgu; Cupy;? vj;jidNgu; ntspehl;by;?

vj;jidNgu; njhlu;gw;W?

vj;jidNgu; ,d;wpy;iy?

,d;nwq;fs; gPlj;jpy; Rkhu; ‘,UgNj tPjk;’

‘ek;ktu;fs;’ vd;fpd;whu;!

ek; ez;gu; gyupq;Nf

‘Academics’ ck; MfpAs;shu;...

mtu;fSld; fye;jha;e;J

vf;fhuzq;fshNy

vk; ,isNahu; ,q;Ffw;fg;

gpd;dbf;fpwhu; vd;W NgrNtZk;!

cynfq;Fk;

cs;s ‘aho; tpQ;Qhd gPl cwTfs;’

“ngUik kPz;Lk;

nfhz;Ltu vd;dtop” 

vd;W jpl;lk; $w NtZk;!

Rkhu; ‘fhy; E}w;whz;L’ Rod;Nwhb

,d;wpize;j

vkJ el;Gfis>

,tu;fspd; FLk;gj;ij>

md;dtupd; cau;Tfis>

mtupd; epiy nghWg;ig>

fz;L fspj;J; goq;fijfSk; giwe;J;

md;igg; gfpu;e;J; mstsht

te;j ,e;jr;

re;ju;g;gj; jpDf;F ed;wpnrhy;yp

“risf;fhu;fs;

tpQ;Qhd gPl tpisr;ry;fs; vd;Wnkq;Fk;”

vd;W epkpu;e;Njhk;;

vk; ngUikia czu;Nthk;;

vq;nfq;Nfh ,Ue;Jte;j

vk;Nrhjuu; ifiag;

gw;WfpNwhk;;

ehisf;Fk; gw;wpg; gazpg;Nghk;!

kw;WnkhU tha;g;gpUe;jhy;

‘gts tpohtpy;’ ghu;g;Nghk;!

-211-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

Introduction:

Our lasting legacy of colonisation is that school 
education and technical training have flourished in Sri 
Lanka, fostering an underperforming human capital. 
It is universally recognised that its citizens prioritise 
education more than any other desire. Despite the high 
literacy rate of 93.3% in 2021 and the strong emphasis 
on education in the country, there is a significant 
disconnect between general education and technical 
training and the country’s labour market. This is a 
pressing issue that requires immediate attention. 
Therefore, this article aims to analyse potential reasons 
for this gap and propose feasible measures for reducing 
it. Due to the time constraint, the scope of this writing 
is restricted to formal education at the tertiary level 
in Sri Lanka in terms of its relevance and usefulness 
rather than its teaching and learning standards. 

Context of potential issues:

According to the country’s long history of education, 
the aspirations of the youth predominantly favour 
white-collar jobs in the public sector. More than three 
hundred thousand young male and female students 
enrolled in schools annually dream of becoming 
doctors, engineers, and civil servants. The aspiration 
for academic education is at the forefront of their 
choices. Unsurprisingly, most pupils are attracted to 
national universities and higher education institutions 
to fulfil their desire to obtain a degree and to work 
in the service sector. However, the societal stigma 
of technical and vocational education and training 
(TVET) as a second-tier option is a significant barrier 
to employment opportunities. As a nation, we must 
address the skills gap and the resulting unemployment 
in Sri Lanka, a situation that significantly hinders 
our nation’s development. Promoting the value of 
TVET is a critical step in reducing the skills gap and 
improving the labor market in the country. As the 
skills shortages directly result from these aspirational 
expectations, the demand for employable graduates 
prevents the growth of industries. It causes rising 

unemployment among school leavers and university 
graduates. Unexpectedly, graduates from the TVET 
sector also face unemployment or underemployment 
due to skills mismatch and the absence of social and 
soft skills components in their training programmes. 
Though this situation may arise due to less work 
opportunities in the manufacturing industry, other 
industries and the international labour market are still 
open to skilled personnel. Graph 3.1.1.5 indicates 
the high unemployment rate among the persons who 
possess G.C.E (A/L) and above qualifications, with 
79.3% of the aged group under 29 years in the 1st 
half of 2023 in the county. This is one of the burning 
issues preventing progress in Sri Lanka, as important 
as the country’s prevailing economic crisis and 
financial instability. The national unemployment rate 
of 4.7% in 2023 and the economic downward (- 2.3 
GDP growth rate) resulting in inflation (4% in 2023) 
have increased social issues like domestic violence, 
poverty, and political demonstrations, which are signs 
of this unproductive phase in Sri Lanka. 

Source: Labour Market Information Bulletin-

Vol. 1/2023 of Tertiary and Vocational Education 
Commission, Colombo.

Feasible measures:

The technology stream introduced in schools, jointly 
initiated by the Ministry of Education and the Ministry 
of Skills Development initially in 250 selected high 
schools in 2014, somewhat bridges general education 
and TVET. However, employable skills are not fully 
integrated into school curricula or degree programs. 

Tertiary Education of Sri Lanka in the Prospective of Skills Development 

Mr. Sivananthan Pathmanathan, 
Mathematics Teacher, Rose Bay Secondary College, New South Wales, Australia, 
Former Assistant Program Manager of the Skills Sector Development Program, 

Ministry of Skills Development and Vocational Training, Sri Lanka
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Many argue that learning natural science is purely 
acquiring knowledge in reading degree programs and 
that imparting employable skills is not the core business 
of degree providers. However, the expectation that 
through learning and its ultimate objective is a higher 
living standard through fruitful employment is aligned 
with the learning principles1 of the 21st century. Hence, 
learning should be meaningful not only in knowledge 
sharing but also in skills implanting to meet learners’ 
career aspirations. 

Skills setting and curriculum development are critical 
if the gap between the learning content and workplace 
requirements is to contract. It is imperative that 
universities collaboratively work with job providers 
and related industries to design and deliver suitable 
courses to enable their graduates to get employment 
by addressing the demand for skills requirements in 
the areas concerned. For this purpose, institutes must 
undertake networking and career guidance services to 
benefit their students and the nation. 

An integrated curriculum is the best vehicle for 
incorporating workplace requirements into learning 
content. Many educational organisations have begun 
the process of enriching course content with a mixed 
flavour of knowledge and skills components to 
empower their undergraduates in areas relevant to 
the world of work. For that, academics receive advice 
from their research and development units. At the same 
time, training providers obtain input from sector skills 
councils of professionals from relevant industries to 
determine the competencies needed to do a job. In 
parallel with workshops and seminars, assignments 
and project work have become more popular learning 
methods among young adult learners. They are 
a potential means of sharing workplace insights 
while interacting with multidisciplinary personnel. 
Undertaking research and development work has 
become a part of the education providers’ business. 
They use these avenues to train undergraduates to 
gain hands-on experience and industry exposure, 
where graduates can apply their in-house learning in 
a real-time work environment. This will undoubtedly 
increase their chances of employment through on-the-
job training and internships where they gain technical 
know-how. Furthermore, job fairs and career expos 
provide opportunities for graduates to meet potential 
employers and explore the skills requirements in their 
career aspirations. 

1  learning to know (learn), learning to do, learning to live, and learning to be.

Work-related learning is not just another approach; it 
is an essential paradigm shift in both TVET and higher 
education. This integrated approach gives graduates 
invaluable workplace experience during their degree 
programs in tertiary institutes. Industry projects, 
fieldwork, and work simulations help graduates enhance 
their employability. In industry projects, students 
work on real-time projects at leading organisations 
to get work readiness experience. Research students 
collaborate with startups, non-profits, and corporate 
organisations in order to enhance mobility in their 
career paths. They undertake internships within the 
industry related to their research work or field study. 
Industry placements are beneficial and credible for 
apprentices who can gain confidence and the ability to 
work with modern technology. They also learn about 
organisational behaviours and workplace culture. 
These arrangements develop graduates’ confidence 
in working in real-time environments before starting 
their permanent employment. 

Entrepreneurship is another measure of innovative 
work startups that are flexible while accommodating 
novel ideas in business. Young graduates could start 
a new business or modernise their family business 
with the facilitation of mentors in their fields to 
prepare business plans and face challenges in their 
new business. Experienced entrepreneurs could 
facilitate the growth of new entrepreneurs under 
this arrangement. Training providers and national 
universities could consider these strategies when 
employing their young graduates. Exposing new 
entrepreneurs to tracer studies will inspire them to 
forge a pathway for themselves. The added benefit 
is that institutes enhance customer satisfaction and 
reputation by rebranding their programmes to boast 
employment through demand-driven education and 
training. 

Soft skills and multi-language proficiency are not 
just additional assets but essential requirements 
for offshore employment in the globalised world. 
In the current scenario, countries like Sri Lanka 
train their manpower with a keen eye on foreign 
employment opportunities. Tertiary institutes are also 
actively seeking collaborations with multinational 
companies to provide direct employment opportunities 
for their graduates. In this context, proficiency in 
foreign languages is the key for those seeking to 
work overseas. Equally important are employable 
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councils of professionals from relevant industries to 
determine the competencies needed to do a job. In 
parallel with workshops and seminars, assignments 
and project work have become more popular learning 
methods among young adult learners. They are 
a potential means of sharing workplace insights 
while interacting with multidisciplinary personnel. 
Undertaking research and development work has 
become a part of the education providers’ business. 
They use these avenues to train undergraduates to 
gain hands-on experience and industry exposure, 
where graduates can apply their in-house learning in 
a real-time work environment. This will undoubtedly 
increase their chances of employment through on-the-
job training and internships where they gain technical 
know-how. Furthermore, job fairs and career expos 
provide opportunities for graduates to meet potential 
employers and explore the skills requirements in their 
career aspirations. 

1  learning to know (learn), learning to do, learning to live, and learning to be.

Work-related learning is not just another approach; it 
is an essential paradigm shift in both TVET and higher 
education. This integrated approach gives graduates 
invaluable workplace experience during their degree 
programs in tertiary institutes. Industry projects, 
fieldwork, and work simulations help graduates enhance 
their employability. In industry projects, students 
work on real-time projects at leading organisations 
to get work readiness experience. Research students 
collaborate with startups, non-profits, and corporate 
organisations in order to enhance mobility in their 
career paths. They undertake internships within the 
industry related to their research work or field study. 
Industry placements are beneficial and credible for 
apprentices who can gain confidence and the ability to 
work with modern technology. They also learn about 
organisational behaviours and workplace culture. 
These arrangements develop graduates’ confidence 
in working in real-time environments before starting 
their permanent employment. 

Entrepreneurship is another measure of innovative 
work startups that are flexible while accommodating 
novel ideas in business. Young graduates could start 
a new business or modernise their family business 
with the facilitation of mentors in their fields to 
prepare business plans and face challenges in their 
new business. Experienced entrepreneurs could 
facilitate the growth of new entrepreneurs under 
this arrangement. Training providers and national 
universities could consider these strategies when 
employing their young graduates. Exposing new 
entrepreneurs to tracer studies will inspire them to 
forge a pathway for themselves. The added benefit 
is that institutes enhance customer satisfaction and 
reputation by rebranding their programmes to boast 
employment through demand-driven education and 
training. 

Soft skills and multi-language proficiency are not 
just additional assets but essential requirements 
for offshore employment in the globalised world. 
In the current scenario, countries like Sri Lanka 
train their manpower with a keen eye on foreign 
employment opportunities. Tertiary institutes are also 
actively seeking collaborations with multinational 
companies to provide direct employment opportunities 
for their graduates. In this context, proficiency in 
foreign languages is the key for those seeking to 
work overseas. Equally important are employable 
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competencies, including ICT and interpersonal skills, 
such as emotional intelligence, team cohesion and 
coordination, leadership qualities, and social attributes, 
which will be valuable additions to education. These 
skill sets are beneficial and vital when working with 
diverse personnel who have different social norms 
and cultural values. The importance of these skills 
for employment opportunities cannot be overstated, 
making them a significant focus of education and 
training. 

As a part of embedding these soft skills and social 
attributes in our young undergraduates, the Jaffna 
University Graduates Association (JUGA) in 
Australia, the first alumni association, has jointly 
worked with the faculty of Science at the University 
of Jaffna. The association supported a Life Skills 
program for the personality development of 350 new 
undergraduates in 2023 in six modules2. This was 
aligned with the Active Citizens program through 
community action projects developed by the British 
Council. Science undergraduates from various parts 
of the country have engaged in four days of indoor 
training and implemented 13 community-based 
projects in different themes (social responsibility and 
civic engagement, health and wellbeing including 
mental health, gender equity and equality, domestic 
and gender-based violence, food security and climate 
change) in a group setting under the able guidance 
and coordination of Prof. K. Gajapathy, Department 
of Zoology, Prof. P. Ravirajan, Dean, Faculty of 
Science, and Dr T. Sathiyamoorthy, Director of the 
Jaffna Teaching Hospital. After the massive success of 
this initiative, JUGA has planned to conduct a similar 
program in collaboration with the Tamil Department 
of the Faculty of Arts, University of Jaffna. 

2  identity and culture, intercultural dialogue, local and global communities, planning projects, health and well-
being and   organisational management.

Undergraduates engaged in indoor group activities 

and outdoor community projects under the Life Skills 
program.

Conclusion:

Although Sri Lanka has a long history of general 
education and technical training, its labour force is 
not meeting industry skills requirements for several 
reasons, but predominantly because of the social 
stigma that students in Sri Lanka prefer white-collar 
jobs, with TVET being their second option. As a result, 
unemployment is common among young graduates 
from training institutes and universities. Skills 
mismatch, lack of workplace training and exposure 
and absence of employable skills are a few causes of 
the gap between learning and competencies needed in 
workplaces. Integrated curriculum through industry 
collaboration for skills-setting and curriculum 
development will significantly meet the training needs 
of the labour force. Many training providers and higher 
education institutes benefit from undertaking research 
and project work for employers regarding internships 
and career opportunities for their graduates. Career 
guidance and mentoring for entrepreneurship also 
help graduates choose relevant career paths through 
suitable learning programmes. Acquiring soft skills, 
including language proficiency, equips them to 
compete in securing employment in the domestic 
and international labour markets as a value addition. 
Therefore, training and education must be modified 
from the traditional path to innovative ways to provide 
relevant and valuable skills and competencies to meet 
labour market needs as demand-driven instead of 
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supply-driven. 

I take this opportunity to extend my gratitude and 
well wishes to all Jaffna University alumni and staff 
on the milestone occasion of celebrating the fiftieth 
anniversary of our Alma Mater and invite them to work 
collaboratively for the betterment and well-being of 
our young generation. 

Bibliography: 

1. Annual Economic Review of Central Bank of 
Sri Lanka, published on 10.03.2024.

2. Future Work Skills 2020: New initiatives in 
Sri Lanka, The Island, issued on 22.02.2014.

3. Report on Life Skills for Personality 
Development program, Faculty of Science, 
University of Jaffna. 

4. Skills Development in Sri Lanka, achievements, 
and the way forward, published in 2014.

5. Tracer Study of Graduates, Universities in Sri 
Lanka, UGC, published in 2018.

6. UNESCO report on four pillars of knowledge.    
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nkhl;L tpupe;jJ xU gfy; Ntisapy; 

Nkhfdk; ,irj;jJ tshfr; Nrhiyapy; 

rpl;Lf; FUtpfsha; ehk; rpwif tpupj;J 

Nru;e;J Nfhu;j;Njhk; md;gpio khiyia 

vl;L jpf;fpYk; ,Ue;Nj ehk; te;Njhk;. 

Vw;wk;ngw ,ize;Njhk; jha;kb Nru;e;Njhk; 

njhl;L J}f;fpNa mutizj;J vk;ikr; -rpfuk; 

njhl;bl topiaj; je;jhs; vk; jha;!

md;W mizj;jpl;l mupa epoypy; 

mwpT Ntz;bnahU ahfk; Gupe;Njhk;. 

fd;Wfs; Nghy; jpdk; Js;spj; jpupe;Njhk;. 

fUj;Jf;fs; gfpu;e;J fhdk; ,irj;Njhk;. 

xd;wha; ,ize;Njhiu ,ilapdpy; gpupe;Njhk;. 

<utpopfshy; ftpijfs; Gide;Njhk; -ehk; 

ed;wha; NtUld; tpOJfsha; kyu;e;jpl 

ey;top fhl;b tsu;j;jhs; vk; jha;!

,d;W vq;fspd; tho;tJ kpspu;e;jpl 

,jak; nfhz;lha; tho;f jhNa! 

ntd;W ehk; gy tpUJfs; fz;bl 

tbtk; je;jha; tho;f jhNa! 

vd;Wk; vjpYk; cau;e;J ehk; kfpo 

vk;Kld; ,Ue;jha; tho;f jhNa! -vOe;J 

epd;Widj; njhONjhk; nghd;tpoh ehafpNa 

eyNk ePL thopa thopaNt!

tho;f jhNa!

jpUkjp nwhrw; jtehafk;
90{91 mzp>  capupay; tpQ;Qhd gpupT



-216-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

On behalf of the executive committee of the 
Faculty of Science Alumni Association, I want to 
extend our deepest gratitude for your time, generous 
support, donations, sponsorships, articles and 
advertisements. Your commitment and enthusiasm 
have been instrumental in the success of the Golden 
Jubilee Celebrations and in the publication of this 
commemorative magazine.

It is because of supporters like you that we are 
able to continue our mission of aiding the Faculty 
of Science accomplish its mission of providing a 
world class education to the future generations. Your 
contributions not only help us achieve our objectives 
but also inspire us to strive for excellence in every 
endeavor.  

Although we are unable to thank everyone who has 
contributed to making this event a success, some key 
person must be mentioned for their yeomen service 
to FoS and FoSAA.  

The Dean, Professor P. Ravirajan has been at the 
forefront of building a supportive community for the 
students and staff of the Faculty of Science.  FoSAA 
has evolved under his wise guidance.

Mr. R. Sharveswaran has been our man on the 
ground for organizing the Golden Jubilee event.  We 
could not have had this event without his tireless and 
selfless efforts. Mr. V. S. Gunaseelan has been the 
captain of our association, navigating the ship out of 
murky waters and into a new beginning.  

We thank Dr. Amalraj for keeping records of all 
transactions meticulously as the treasurer.

We thank Mr. Senthilmaran for rallying the Alumni 
in Sri Lanka to come together and unite for this worthy 
cause, and for helping us fill the Auditorium with 
Alumni and friends of FoS.

A big thank you to our Sponsors! Thanks to your 
generous sponsorship we have met our target for 
this event.  Your sponsorship and membership in 
FoSAA are key to the growth and future success of the 
Faculty of Science Alumni Association.  Thank JUAA 
(Canada) for your support and advise.

We wish to thank those who advertised in our 
Magazine to support the Golden Jubilee, namely 
Lucvaa (Canada), AYME (Iyamiddun), Andra Printers 
and Bank of Ceylon.

We thank the Magazine Committee members for 
their commitment to publish a Magazine worthy of 
the Faculty, and for all those who contributed articles, 
biographies, photos, poems, reports and overviews.

A large thanks is owed to the Department heads, and 
the staff assisting them, in providing comprehensive 
overviews of the achievements, progress, challenges 
and accolades of the Departments.

We are incredibly fortunate to have such dedicated 
individuals backing us. Your support has made a 
significant impact, and we look forward to continuing 
this journey with you.  If you have any feedback or if 
there are ways, we can support you in return, please 
do not hesitate to reach out.

Acknowledgement

Secretary, 
Faculty of Science Alumni Association 

Executive Committee



-216-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

On behalf of the executive committee of the 
Faculty of Science Alumni Association, I want to 
extend our deepest gratitude for your time, generous 
support, donations, sponsorships, articles and 
advertisements. Your commitment and enthusiasm 
have been instrumental in the success of the Golden 
Jubilee Celebrations and in the publication of this 
commemorative magazine.

It is because of supporters like you that we are 
able to continue our mission of aiding the Faculty 
of Science accomplish its mission of providing a 
world class education to the future generations. Your 
contributions not only help us achieve our objectives 
but also inspire us to strive for excellence in every 
endeavor.  

Although we are unable to thank everyone who has 
contributed to making this event a success, some key 
person must be mentioned for their yeomen service 
to FoS and FoSAA.  

The Dean, Professor P. Ravirajan has been at the 
forefront of building a supportive community for the 
students and staff of the Faculty of Science.  FoSAA 
has evolved under his wise guidance.

Mr. R. Sharveswaran has been our man on the 
ground for organizing the Golden Jubilee event.  We 
could not have had this event without his tireless and 
selfless efforts. Mr. V. S. Gunaseelan has been the 
captain of our association, navigating the ship out of 
murky waters and into a new beginning.  

We thank Dr. Amalraj for keeping records of all 
transactions meticulously as the treasurer.

We thank Mr. Senthilmaran for rallying the Alumni 
in Sri Lanka to come together and unite for this worthy 
cause, and for helping us fill the Auditorium with 
Alumni and friends of FoS.

A big thank you to our Sponsors! Thanks to your 
generous sponsorship we have met our target for 
this event.  Your sponsorship and membership in 
FoSAA are key to the growth and future success of the 
Faculty of Science Alumni Association.  Thank JUAA 
(Canada) for your support and advise.

We wish to thank those who advertised in our 
Magazine to support the Golden Jubilee, namely 
Lucvaa (Canada), AYME (Iyamiddun), Andra Printers 
and Bank of Ceylon.

We thank the Magazine Committee members for 
their commitment to publish a Magazine worthy of 
the Faculty, and for all those who contributed articles, 
biographies, photos, poems, reports and overviews.

A large thanks is owed to the Department heads, and 
the staff assisting them, in providing comprehensive 
overviews of the achievements, progress, challenges 
and accolades of the Departments.

We are incredibly fortunate to have such dedicated 
individuals backing us. Your support has made a 
significant impact, and we look forward to continuing 
this journey with you.  If you have any feedback or if 
there are ways, we can support you in return, please 
do not hesitate to reach out.

Acknowledgement

Secretary, 
Faculty of Science Alumni Association 

Executive Committee

Annexures

• Proposed monument 

• List of Life Members and sponsors & Executive  
members .............................................................................. 221

• Report on the Golden Jubilee Celebrations ........................ 225

• Executive Committee and Golden Jubilee Committees  .... 236

• Golden Jubilee Action committees ...................................... 238

• Batch Photos ........................................................................ 240

05





-219-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           





-221-

Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna                                                                                                                           

Our heartfelt thanks for your generous donation, support and sponsorship.  We welcome you to Lifetime 
Membership in the Faculty of Science Alumni Association and to the benefits thereof. Thank you for your 
efforts in making the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the Faculty of Science a success!  We look forward to 
your ideas, participation and support for the growth and development of the Faculty and Alumni of the Faculty 
of Science. 

Title First Name Last Name Country of Residence
Dr. Sothinathan Anandavijayan UK
Dr Eugene Yugarajah Andrew Charles Sri Lanka
Mr. Thangarajah Arumugam Sri Lanka
Dr. Puvana Asokan UK
Mr Kailasapathy Balashangar Sri Lanka
Dr Seetha Balasingham Norway
Miss Arani Baskaran Sri Lanka
Mr. Veluppillai Chandrasekar Sri Lanka
Dr. Kalpana Chandrasekar Sri Lanka
Mrs. Kirishanthy Chanthuru Canada
Dr. Selvaluxmy Chelvendran Sri Lanka
Prof Thampoe Eswaramohan Sri Lanka
Mr. Kanagasabai Ganesan Sri Lanka
Mrs Punitha Ganeshwaran UK
Mr. Arulthurai Gnanamohan Sri Lanka
Mr Gnanapragasam Basil Gnanaraj Sri Lanka
Dr. Sabaratnasingam Gnanarajan Australia
Prof. Rajendramani Gnaneswaran Sri Lanka
Mrs Kalinga Shyarini Rashmika Gunachandra Sri Lanka
Mr. Sinnathamby Gunaseelan Sri Lanka
Miss Sonali Herath Sri Lanka
Dr. Jananie Jarachanthan Sri Lanka
Mr Ishara Jayasuriya Sri Lanka
Miss Disagini Jeyakumar Sri Lanka
Mr Rajadurai Jeyaruban UK
Mr. Rajasoundram Joe Inparaj Sri Lanka
Prof. Jayasingam Jeyasugiththan Sri Lanka
Dr. Aliyar Lebbe Joufer Sadique Sri Lanka
Mr Kanapathipillai Kajapathy Sri Lanka
Mr Ratnam Kajendrakumar Sri Lanka
Miss Sivakalai Kaneshamoorthy Sri Lanka
Mrs Ratneswary Karalasingham Sri Lanka
Mr. Sinnathamby Karuna Sri Lanka
Dr Thabotharan Kathiravelu Sri Lanka
Prof. Sivashanthini Kuganathan Sri Lanka

List of Life members and sponsors
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Mr. Tharmalingam Loganathan Sri Lanka
Miss Joy Karunya Mahendiran Sri Lanka
Mrs Rajasivasakthy Mahesan Sri Lanka
Dr. Sinnathamby Mahesan Sri Lanka
Dr Rajini Mangaleswarasharma Sri Lanka
Miss Mathula Manokaran Sri Lanka
Mr. Mahathevan Mathanakumar UK
Mr. Sanjeevan Mathialagan Canada
Miss Kajani Mayaheswaran Sri Lanka
Miss Luckshika Michael Rajakumar Sri Lanka
Mr Christopher Anton Mohanras Sri Lanka
Mrs Fathima Fasmina Mohemmedhu Fawser Sri Lanka
Dr. Murugiah Muraleetharan USA
Dr Shanthini Mylvaganam Canada
Dr Murugesapillai Mylvaganam Canada
Mr. William Shanthakumar Nallaiah Sri Lanka
Dr. Haniffa Mohamed Nasir Oman
Miss Bhashini Nawodya Sri Lanka
Miss Dhilani Nelson Nithiyananthan Sri Lanka
Mrs Janaki Nicholas UK
Mrs Ragini Nithianandan Australia
Mrs. Malini Nithiyanandan Canada
Mr. Meera Muhiadeen Nizar Deen Sri Lanka
Prof. Thayaparan Paramanathan USA
Mr. Sivananthan Pathmanathan Australia
Dr Thirunavukkarasu Pathmathas Sri Lanka
Dr Amalraj Peter Amalathas Sri Lanka
Mrs Manoranchini Piranavan Sri Lanka
Dr. Jasotha Prabagar Sri Lanka
Mr Ravi Prabaharan UK
Miss Tharshana Pratheepan Sri Lanka
Mrs. Vasanthini Pratheeswaran (nee Nagarajah) UK
Dr Velmurugu Puvanendran Norway
Mrs Daisy Chandrika Puvanendran Norway
Mr. Sinnappu R. Aickiyaseelan Sri Lanka
Mrs Shanthy Rahulotchanan UK
Miss Archchana Rajavinayagam Sri Lanka
Mrs Dayalini Rajeenthiran Australia
Mrs Shanthymathy Rajenthiran USA
Mrs. Gowri Ramanah Sri Lanka
Prof Amirthalingam Ramanan Sri Lanka
Miss Rajamanokari Rasalingam Sri Lanka
Mr. Jarachanthan Ratnakumar Sri Lanka
Mr. Livek Ratnarajah Sri Lanka
Miss Nithiyagowry Ratnasabapathy Sri Lanka
Ms Nirmala Ravimannan Sri Lanka
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Mrs Sasikala Raviraj Sri Lanka
Prof Punniamoorthy Ravirajan Sri Lanka
Mr Kulasabanathan Romeshun Sri Lanka
Dr Shanthini Saminathan Canada
Mr Chamath Sanjana Sri Lanka
Prof. Sivananthan Sarasanandarajah Australia
Dr Gita Sathianathan USA
Mrs Premi Sellathurai Australia
Mr. Ratnam Senthilmaran Sri Lanka
Mrs. Paheerathy Senthilmaran Sri Lanka
Dr. Tharmalingam Senthilmohan Australia
Dr. Revathy Senthilmohan Australia
Prof Meena Senthilnanthanan Sri Lanka
Mr Ganeshan Senthilnathan Sri Lanka
Mrs Raajini Senthuran Sri Lanka
Mr. Buddhika Srimal Sesath Sri Lanka
Miss Parapari Shanmugasundaram Sri Lanka
Mr Maheswaran Shanthakumar UK
Mr Ratnasingam Sharveswara Sri Lanka
Dr. Vaithiyalingam Shutthanandan USA
Mrs Thanusha Sivaganeshan Sri Lanka
Mr Rasaratnam Sivakumar Sri Lanka
Mr. Kathirithamby Sivanandan UK
Mr. Ponnampalam Sivananthan Sri Lanka
Mrs Sornathevy Sivananthan Sri Lanka
Dr Sivalingam Sivanesan USA
Mr Kathirgamar Sivarajah UK
Dr Abyerami Sivaruban Sri Lanka
Mr. Mylupillai Sivaruban USA
Mr Thirunavukkarasu Sivashanmuganathan Sri Lanka
Mr Arthiyan Sivasingham Sri Lanka
Miss Savithiri Sivathasan Sri Lanka
Dr. Balasingam Srigengan UK
Dr Vijayaluxmy Srigengan UK
Mr. Nagarasa Srikanth Sri Lanka
Mr Somasundaram Srikathirgamanathan Canada
Dr. Sivasinthujah Srikokulan Sri Lanka
Dr Thambithurai Sritharan Sri Lanka
Dr. Sinnathamby Sritharan USA
Miss S Srithevi Sri Lanka
Mr. Vincent Stanis Paulrajah Sri Lanka
Dr. Prabagar Subramaniam Sri Lanka
Miss. Suganthy Sundaramoorthy UK
Prof. Sinnathamby Noble Surendran Sri Lanka
Miss Kokularathai Surendraraj Sri Lanka
Mr. Kandasamy Suthaharan Sri Lanka
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Mr Somaskandan Suthakar Sri Lanka
Mr. Sellathurai Suthakaran Canada
Mrs. Sathyaruban Sutharshiny Sri Lanka
Mr Vanniasingam Thanapalasingam Sri Lanka
Mrs. Annammah Thangarajah Sri Lanka
Dr Kokul Thanikasalam Sri Lanka
Mr Mathavanayakam Thanushan Sri Lanka
Mr Rajaramanan Tharmakularasa Sri Lanka
Mrs. Meenalogini Thayaparan Sri Lanka
Mr Selvarasa Theivaseelan Sri Lanka
Dr Arunasalam Thevakaran Sri Lanka
Prof Sam Thiagalingam USA
Ms Kajana Thirunavukarasu Sri Lanka
Dr Varatharasa Thiviyanathan USA
Ms Vasuki Thuraichelvan Sri Lanka
Mr. Vethanayakam Silva Benniya Thuseetharan Sri Lanka
Mrs Dushyanthi Thuseetharan Sri Lanka
Dr Sutharsini Ubenthiran Sri Lanka
Mr Sivananthan Vallipuram Sri Lanka
Mr. Gritharan Velayutham Sri Lanka
Ms Kumudini Velayuthapillai Sri Lanka
Mr Seenirasa Vijayakumar Sri Lanka
Mr. Ponnampalam Vijayakumaran Sri Lanka
Miss Thilaksika Visayakumaran Sri Lanka
Mr Kumaraswamy Viththiyakaran UK
Mr. Thevarajah Vyramuthu Australia
Mrs. Yasasi Wanasinghe Sri Lanka
Dr Thulasitha William Shanthakumar Sri Lanka
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Report on
THE GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

OF THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE
organised by FoSAA

August 24, 2024
Kailasapathy Auditorium and Students’ Complex, University of Jaffna

 The Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the Faculty of Science 
at the University of Jaffna were an outstanding success, 
exceeding all expectations. The Faculty of Science 
Alumni Association (FoSAA) meticulously planned the 
event over several months, ensuring its flawless execution 
from start to finish. The remarkable dedication and 
tireless efforts of over a hundred FoSAA members played 
a pivotal role in making the celebrations an extraordinary 
achievement.

A synopsis of the events is included here in Chronological order

The event began with the grand entrance of the esteemed guests of honour former deans Professor R. 
Kumaravadivel and Professor K. Kandasamy and their spouses, celebrated and warmly welcomed by alumni, 
faculty, staff and students.

The Master of Ceremonies, Mr. R. Sharveshwara, captivated the audience with his eloquent and unadulterated 
Tamil, which was truly mus ic  to  our  ea r s .  He seamlessly guided the event, announcing programmes and 
participants, keeping track of time, and ensuring a well-orchestrated and engaging experience for all attendees. 
Assisting him on stage during the ceremony was Professor P. Thayaparan (USA), the founding Secretary of FoSAA. 

The main stage decoration for the event was designed to reflect the transition of the last 50 years, symbolizing 
the journey from the past to the present. This theme was brought to life on stage with the valuable assistance 
of Prof. P. Thayaparan and Dr(Mrs.) Janani Thevananth. 

This report follows the chronological sequence of events at the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the Faculty of 
Science, University of Jaffna, held on 24th August 2024 at the Kailasapathy Auditorium. 

The event commenced with a solemn two-minute silence, observed in remembrance of the faculty members and 
alumni who had paved the way for a brighter future of the faculty.
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The traditional lighting of the lamp was performed by the esteemed chief guests, 
including former Deans of the Faculty, Emeritus Professors Kandasamy 
and Kumaravadivel, along with their wives; Vice-Chancellor Professor S. 
Srisatkunarajah; former Vice- Chancellor Professor S. Mohanadas; Dean of the 
Faculty of Science, Professor P. Ravirajan; Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Professor 
S. Raghuram; Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, Professor S. Surendrakumar; 
Dean of the Faculty of Management Studies and Commerce, Professor N. Kengatharan; 
Dean of the Faculty of Engineering, Dr. A. Kaneshwaran; Council member and 
alumnus Mr. Uthayakumar; President of FoSAA, Mr. S. Gunaseelan; Secretary 
of FoSAA, Prof. Gita Sathianathan; and Principal of Jaffna Hindu College 
and Chairman of the Golden Jubilee Action Committee, Mr. Senthilmaran. 
Additionally, Dr. S. Mahesan, representing the former academic staff of the faculty, 
and Mr. Arunagirinathar, representing the former non-academic staff, were also cordially invited to light the oil lamp.

The welcome dance was performed by the students 
of Mrs. Priyadharshini’s Narthana Kshetra dance 
Academy very gracefully, with melodious 
voices singing Madurai’s Saint Arunagirinathar’s 
Athiththiru muthai tharu paadal. Special thanks 
are due to Priyadharshini Vaheesan, Adithya 
Jeyapalan, Arumainathan Shanmugapriyan, 
Sivagnanasundaram Jude, Kanishkuru Sharma and 
students of the dance school for their wonderful 

contribution. Children of the guests were entertained in another hall with dance, drama and music under the 
guidance of Mr. Sasivarman, Mr. Sethuvarman and Dr(Mrs.) Janani Thevananth. Speakers and esteemed guests 
of honour Professor Kumaravadivel, Professor Kandasamy, and their spouses, the Vice-Chancellor Professor 
Srisatkunarajah, the Dean / Faculty of Science, Professor Ravirajan and Mr. V. Gunaseelan, President of 
FoSAA were invited to be seated on the stage.

Speeches were then delivered thanking the past and present Deans, Vice-Chancellors, Professors, Lecturers 
and Staff for their dedicated, unwavering, selfless sacrifices and yeomen service rendered to the students and the 
faculty of science at the University of Jaffna. They also addressed the past political strife and the issues of the day, 
with calls for support, unity and resources to further the goals of the Faculty of Science. Speakers also elaborated 
on the importance of instilling values that uphold virtue in the education system and emphasized the importance of 
giving back to the Alma Mater. The speakers included Mr. V. Gunaseelan, Prof. Gita Sathianathan, Mr. Senthilmaran, 
Professor R. Kumaravadivel, Professor K. Kandasamy, the Dean/Faculty of Science, Professor P. Ravirajan 
and the Vice Chancellor Professor Srisatkunarajah.

Mr. V. Gunaseelan, President of FoSAA, emphasized the vital role education plays 
in shaping the character of the next generation. Hon. Ponnambalam Ramanathan’s 
foresight in establishing this great Institution has reaped numerous rewards for 
the cultural and cerebral upliftment of the community. He thanked the teaching and 
non-teaching faculty profusely for their magnanimous and profound service to 
the students and community. As Government funding is uncertain during these 
times, he called on Alumni to become members of FoSAA and rally support for the 
programs implemented by the faculty. 

Secretary of FoSAA Prof. Gita Sathianathan spoke about the determination and courage of the Administrators, 
Faculty members and staff who have been brave in the face of danger and crisis situations and have made 
this Institution a world-renowned University despite the numerous setbacks. The Institution has globally 
acknowledged scientists who bring fame a name to the Institution with their research and student initiatives. 
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She spoke of the war times in the late 1980 and 1990’s with student arrests, deaths, 
etc. and the sacrifices of the faculty that kept the University functioning, providing a 
safe haven for students. The University has been built back brick- by-brick with 
unwavering sacrifice and dedication of the staff. She expressed deep gratitude to 
Faculty members who sacrificed lucrative careers abroad for the sake of uplifting the 
students and providing thousands of students with a life, livelihood and career. 

Mr. Senthilmaran, Chairman of the Organizing committee and the Principal of Jaffna 
Hindu College spoke next of the importance of education in our society.  He pointed 
out the conflict of interests in the community and the lack of unity thereby. Although there 
is a lot of effort towards building strong families, there is a lack of effort in community 
building. By providing a sound education, we can foster unity, brotherhood, nobility of 
character and strength within the community. As science graduates we have a duty to the 
society to create a forward looking, united and wise community, away from materialistic 
traits and commercial traps that ruin the lives of youth.

Honourable Vice Chancellor, Professor S. Srisatkunarajah, eloquently discussed the 
remarkable scientific contributions of the alumni in the fields of science, engineering, 
and technology. His thought-provoking address, which seamlessly intertwined science 
and metaphysics, encouraged the audience to contemplate the fundamental reasons 
for existence. He emphasised the crucial role of universities in bringing joy to society. 
Professor Srisatkunarajah highlighted that archaeological finding in Jaffna, as ancient as 
those in Keezhadi, Tamil Nadu, underscore the deep-rooted educational culture in the region.

He further noted that the knowledge-driven world of the 21st century is propelled by advancements in computer 
technology and the emerging fields of research flourishin g in universities. He described Science, Technology, and 
Engineering as the “Trident” that offers protection and progress. In a heartfelt tribute, he acknowledged the invaluable 
contributions of Professors such as Thurairajah, Kunaratnam, Mageswaran, Kandasamy, Kumaravadivel, 
Ganesalingam, Murugavel, and many others, who have laid the foundation of knowledge, quenching our thirst 
for wisdom through their sacrifices.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA) members were invited to honour the esteemed Professors and 
Guests of Honor. They were garlanded, offered a golden shawl (Ponnaadai Porthal), and awarded a Plaque 
embedded with a miniature Bi Centenary commemorative monument. The audience gave a standing ovation 
throughout the honoring ceremony voluntarily.FoSAA committee members Dr. V. Puvanendran (Norway) 
garlanded Professor Kumaravadivel, and Dr. Varathrasa Thiviyanathan (USA) offered the Ponnadai to honour 
Professor Kumaravadivel. Mrs Kumaravadivel was garlanded by Dr. Gita Sathianathan (USA). F o r m e r 
Government Agent Mr. Vethanayagam awarded the bi-centenary commemorative Plaque to Professor 
Kumaravadivel.
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Surveyor General of the Northern Province Mr.P. Sivananthan 
garlanded Professor Kandasamy, Professor. Sinnathamby Karuna 
offered Ponnadai to Professor Kandasamy and Professor S. 
Sivananthan (Australia) awarded the bi-centenary commemorative 
plaque to Professor Kandasamy.  Mrs. R Mahesan garlanded Mrs. 
Kumaravadivel.

Professor Srisatkunarajah was 
garlanded by Mr. Senthilmaran, 
Alumni member Mr. Kumaran awarded the bi- centennial Commemorative 
award to Professor Srisatkunarajah. Alumni Mr. Sadique, registrar of the 
Moratuwa University was called upon to honour the Vice Chancellor with 
Ponnadai. The Dean of the Faculty of Science, Senior Professor P. Ravirajan 
was honoured by Mr. V. Sivananthan, AGM/Bank of Ceylon, Northern 
Province.

The Magazine release followed, with Professors Meena Senthilnanthanan, Gita Sathianathan and Mrs. Sivasakthy 
Mahesan offering the first copies of the Magazine to the esteemed guests of honor seated on the stage.

Professor Meena Senthilnanthanan gave a speech to commemorate the release 
of the bi-centenary Magazine. She thanked the guests of honor, FoSAA 
members, members of the magazine committee, trustees and council members 
of the University. In addition to describing the Chapter contents, she praised 
the Magazine as a product of a collaborative effort by FoS and the Alumni 
Association, to uphold the shared vision and to place on record the shared past 
five decades of our journey. Electronic copy of the Magazine will be made 
available on the alumni site.

The Dean of the Faculty of Science, Senior Professor P. Ravirajan, warmly 
welcomed alumni from around the world who had gathered to celebrate fifty 
years of dedication, resilience, and commitment to academic excellence. He 
highlighted the Faculty’s historic achievements, significant milestones, and 
profound contributions to science education. Acknowledging the challenges 
the Faculty has faced—including periods of unrest and the global COVID-19 
pandemic—Professor Ravirajan emphasised how these trials have only 
served to strengthen the faculty, shaping it into a centre of world-class science 
education and research.
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He spoke with passion about the newly strengthened alumni relationships, underscoring their importance in 

reinforcing the bonds between graduates and the University, while fostering valuable networks to support student 
success and professional excellence. He commended the Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA) for 
organising this historic Golden Jubilee Celebration—the first grand reunion of its kind at the University of Jaffna.

Reflecting on the Faculty’s proud legacy, Professor Ravirajan noted how its graduates have gone on to become 
leaders in academia, industry, and public service, bringing great prestige to their alma mater. While honouring the 
past, he expressed strong confidence in the future, calling for continued support, collaboration, and engagement 
from the alumni community.

He extended heartfelt thanks to the FoSAA executive committee and all contributors for their unwavering 
dedication in making this momentous occasion a resounding success. He also acknowledged with gratitude the 
presence of alumni who had travelled from across the country and overseas, whose participation added a special 
significance to the celebration. Looking ahead, he encouraged sustained alumni involvement to support the 
continued growth and success of the Faculty of Science. 

Memorabilia commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Faculty of Science were on sale outside the 
dinner venue in the Student Complex. Commemorative insignia and logo inscribed T-shirts, Magazines, 
mugs, Pens, and other items were made available to the guests at nominal prices. They will be made available 
online at the FoSAA Website https://sci.jfn.ac.lk/alumni/.

Mrs. Priyatharshini Vaheesan and students of the Narthana Kshetra staged a dance drama titled 
Veerabadhraswamy that was very energetic, awe inspiring and well received by the audience. This was 
followed by a very melodious Instrumental Music event by Science and Arts Faculty students combined, with 
Violin by Mr. Pathmanathan Shyamkrishna, Veena by Mrs. Kirupalini Sayendan, Flute by Mrs. Dhanenthini, 
Mrudangam by Mr. Aranraj, Tabla by Mr. Janil Sankar, and vocalist and musician Mr. Arunachalam. 

A dance program titled ‘Aham Puram vaal Maravarhal by Narthana Kshethra senior students of Ms. Athithya 
Jeyapalan, Nilani Sivapalan, Vishali Thayalan, Karshika Sathananthan, Surabhia Ranjithkumar, Kishonika 
Mohanadas and Nivedhana Prabakaran wowed the audience.

Academic Staff who celebrated 25 years or more of service to FoS were honoured with a commemorative plaque, 
namely, Prof. Sivasanthy Kuganathan (Fisheries), Prof. Meena Senthilnanthanan (Chemistry), Prof. R. Srikaran 
(Chemistry), Ms. R. Nithiyagowry (Zoology), Dr. Namagal Krishnapillai (Botany), Mrs. N. Ravimannan 
(Botany), Mrs. K. Niranjan (Botany), Prof. Noble Surendiran (Zoology), Dr. S. Mahesan (Computer Science), 
Vice Chancellor Professor S. Srisatkunarajah (Mathematics), and Dean Professor P. Ravirajan (Physics).

This was followed by honoring 36 senior and retired non-academic staff who had rendered 25 years or more of 
sincere dedicated service to the Faculty of Science. The honorees were awarded a commemorative plaque by 
distinguished Alumni and eminent leaders in the community.

Guests were invited to dinner at the beautifully decorated Student Complex building following the 
programme. 
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No. Name Academic entities Status
1. Mrs. R. Mahesan Computer Unit Retired
2. Mr. Arulanandam Lakshman Chemistry Retired
3. Mr Kandiah Sribandakaran Zoology Retired
4. Mr. B. Narandran Dean’s Office In service
5. Mr. Veerasingam Jegathambikaipakan Zoology Retired
6. Mr. Apputhurai Thaneswaran chemistry Retired
7. Mr. Nellinathan Sabananthar Botany Retired
8. Mr. Sinnathamby Thangarajah Zoology Retired
9. Mr. K. Kanagalingam Physics Retired

10. Mr. M. Rajendram Computer Science Retired
11. Mr. M. Khalingarajah Dean’s Office Retired
12. Mr. Kanagalingam Somasegaram Physics Retired
13. Mr. R. Jeganathan Maths & Stats Retired
14. Mr. Ponnuthurai Vimalananthan Zoology Retired
15. Mr. Nadarajah Bakeerathan Zoology Retired
16. Mr. P. Amirtharajah Computer Science Retired
17. Mr. Karthigesu Kokulabalan Maths & Stats Retired
18. Mr.P. Uthayakumar Chemistry Retired
19. Mr. N. Tharmakulasingam Maths & Stats Retired
20. Mr. Arunagirinathan Botany Retired
21. Mrs. K. Brinthaban Dean’s Office Retired
22. Mr. K. Ambikapathy Zoology Retired
23. Mrs.Gowry Shanmuganathan Maths & Stats Retired
24. Mr. M. Yogendran Chemistry Retired
25. Mr. V. Sellathurai Physics Retired
26. Mr. Krishnasamy Botany Retired
27. Mr.T. Thillainathan Zoology Retired
28. Mr. S. Nanthakumar Chemistry Retired
29. Mr. Vijayaratnam Chemistry Retired
30. Mr. S. Santhirasegram Chemistry Retired
31. Mr.I. Navaratnarajah Chemistry Retired
32. Mr.A. Arulselvaratnam Chemistry Retired
33. Mr. E. S. Thayaparan Fisheries Science Retired
34. Mr. E. Amirthalingam Zoology Retired
35. Mr. R. Selvaratnam Botany Retired
36. Mr. N. Jeyachandiran Physics Retired
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Esteemed Professor V. Tharmaratnam was incapacitated and unfortunately could 
not attend the Golden Jubilee Celebrations. However, a video capturing his 
message of his good will and best wishes for the event was broadcasted to the 
audience. He expressed his regret at not being able to attend the event due to poor 
health.

Former Dean of the Faculty of Science and Acting 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna, 

Professor R. Kumaravadivel, addressed the audience in both English and Tamil, 
sharing his wisdom, inspiration, and unique experiences as Dean and Professor 
in the Department of Computer Science during challenging times. He praised 
the Faculty as second to none on the island and acknowledged the immense 
contributions of Professors Kanagasabapathy, K. Kunaratnam, and others who 
worked tirelessly to lay the foundations of this esteemed institution. The welfare of the University, he noted, 
was always their foremost priority. By their example, they instilled a deep sense of service and commitment 
to the public good.

Professor Kumaravadivel reflected on the losses endured during periods of unrest and highlighted the 
remarkable resilience with which the Faculty upheld the institution—through self-sacrifice, unwavering 
dedication, and altruism. He observed that the principle and values-driven leadership of the past had shaped 
a strong tradition of ethical and thoughtful administration. He concluded by emphasising the enduring 
importance of upholding academic freedom, institutional autonomy, and intellectual independence, placing 
these above narrow, self-serving pursuits. 

Former Dean and Competent Authority of University of Jaffna Professor K. 
Kandasamy spoke of establishing the Faculty of Science at the Jaffna College in 
Vaddukoddai in 1974, at the very inception of the University of Jaffna. He taught 
every subject offered at the Department of Mathematics, from classical mechanics 
to quantum mechanics, establishing an excellent reputation for Mathematicians 
graduating from the University of Jaffna. He led the way for graduates by example 
of his outstanding research and work and inspired students to gain higher education, 

molding scientists into great researchers and ambassadors for science.

The Alumni Association generously donated a photocopier to 
the Science Faculty Student Union. This was presented by the 
President of FoSAA, Mr. V. Gunaseelan, along with the Secretary, 
Prof. Gita Sathianathan, and the Treasurer, Dr. P. A. Amalraj, to 
facilitate photocopying and printing services at concessional rates 
for the students of the faculty.

The final vote of thanks was delivered by 
Professor Eswaramohan, the founding President of FoSAA. He expressed his heartfelt 
gratitude to the esteemed Guests of Honour, the Vice-Chancellor, the Dean, and the 
members of both the academic and non- academic staff. He also extended his thanks 
to the President and Secretary of FoSAA, as well as the FoSAA Executive Committee 
members, Dr. Charles, Professor Ramanan, Chairman Senthilmaran, the Editorial 
Committee, Dr. Gita Sathianathan, Professor Meena Senthilnanthanan, Mrs. Mahesan, 
Professor Ravirajan, Andra Printers, the advertisers, Lucvaa, Iyamiddun, the Bank of 

Ceylon, and fellow alumni who served in various sub-committees.

These included the Outreach Committee, Fundraising Committee, Golden Jubilee Action Committee, 
Publicity Committee, Magazine Committee, Theme-Song Committee, Event Management Committee, Food 
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Committee, Musical Concert Committee, Blood Donation Committee, Financial Management Committee, 
Guest Honouring Committee, Academic Staff Honouring Committee, Non-Academic Staff Honouring 
Committee, Participant Registration Committee, Mementos Preparation Committee, Sports Committee, 
Cultural Competitions Committee, and School-Level Competition Committee.

Professor Eswaramohan also made special mention of Mr. Sharveswara, the coordinator, and the volunteers, 
as well as Mr. Ahilan for organising the blood donation camp. He acknowledged the organisers of the 
dance and music programmes, Mr. Suthakaran (Canada), donors and sponsors, Treasurer Dr. Amalraj, SSU 
volunteers, event coordinators, and cricket match organisers Dr. Prashanthan and Mr. Lambotharan. He further 
appreciated the contributions of Mr. Ganeshananthan for facilitating the cricket match, Mr. Jeyasingharajah 
for thoughtfully designing the tokens of appreciation presented to the deans and academic staff, the Director 
of the Physical Education Unit, Dr (Mrs) Janani Thevananth, for her role in the active theatre programme, 
Mr. Kumaran of the Meals Committee, and the alumni and their families for their dedicated support and 
enthusiastic participation in the Golden Jubilee Celebrations.

Following the vote of thanks, the guests were invited to a dinner hosted by FoSAA at the Student Complex, where they 
were treated to a musical programme organised by Mr. Suthakaran, former President of the Jaffna University 
Alumni Association (JUAA) Canada.A sumptuous dinner was provided and enjoyed by all those attending the 
Golden Jubilee Celebrations.

Photos Courtesy of Dr. Velmurugu Puvanendran, Alumnus from Norway. 

The Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA) extends its heartfelt gratitude for your generous support and 
contributions towards making our Golden Jubilee Celebrations a truly memorable event. We are deeply appreciative 
of all who attended the function in person.We would like to express our special thanks to the following groups 
and individuals who worked tirelessly to ensure the success of this milestone celebration:

 y Event Coordination and Organizing Committees: A special thank you to the 150+ alumni, students, and 
faculty members who worked in collaboration, managing 20 organizing committees to bring everything 
together seamlessly.

 y Golden Jubilee Magazine: Thanks to those who played a key role in compiling articles, departmental write-
ups, biographies of esteemed former deans and department heads, batch photos, advertisements, and more, 
creating a 250-page commemorative magazine that captured the essence of our history.

 y Fundraising and Sponsorships: We are grateful to those who actively fundraised for the event through social 
media, networking with alumni, and securing advertisements and sponsorships to support the celebration.

 y Event Logistics and Hospitality: We deeply appreciate the efforts put into organizing an event that welcomed 
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over 1,000 alumni and their families, as well as current and former faculty and students, from across Sri Lanka 
and the world. The coordination of meals and accommodations on campus was an essential part of the event’s 
success.

 y Honoring Distinguished Individuals: A heartfelt thanks to those who helped honor the former deans and staff 
members who have served the Faculty of Science for 25 years, presenting them with commemorative plaques.

 y Entertainment and Performances: We are grateful to the performers who organized vibrant musical and dance 
programs that entertained attendees, adding to the celebratory atmosphere of the event.

 y Blood Drive: Thanks to all involved in organizing the blood drive held before the celebrations, making a 
meaningful impact on our community.

 y Decor and Ambiance: We appreciate the creative minds behind the thematic decorations in the auditorium 
and dining areas, which enhanced the overall atmosphere and spirit of the Golden Jubilee.

 y Social media and Membership Drive: A heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to the membership 
drive, successfully adding over 800 new members, including 100 lifetime members, to FoSAA. Your 
efforts have played a vital role in strengthening our community.

 y Traveling from Overseas: We are especially grateful to those who traveled from abroad to attend and 
contribute to the event in person.

 y Volunteers and Performers: Many thanks to the volunteers and performers who took part in various 
tasks, ensuring everything ran smoothly, and those who provided entertainment during the event 
and dinner.

Finally, a big thank you to everyone who volunteered and contributed in numerous ways, making 
the Golden Jubilee Celebrations a tremendous success. Your dedication and hard work were truly 
appreciated and made this event a remarkable achievement for the Faculty of Science Alumni 
Association.

Prof. Gita Sathianathan 
Secretary, FoSAA.

Useful Links from the Golden Jubilee Celebration organised by FoSAA can be accessed here:

          

Video:                                                         Photos:                                      Welcome Song:                                   

Invitation card

                                                                                                                                               FoSAA Website
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Token of appreciations

Souvenirs
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Mr. Soundaram Thasis Thoumiyan
Mrs. Kirupalini Sayanthan
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Mr. Nadarajah Vakeesan
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9. Blood Donation Committee
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