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Professor S. Srisatkunarajah
Vice-Chancellor, University of Jaffna
6™ Batch of the Faculty of Science

Message from the Vice-Chancellor

Time is the greatest influence of nature on human
beings. Time brings opportunities to evolve and grow.
Fifty years ago, the cherished birth of University
of Jaffna, brought the opportunity for the people of
the region and the nation to pursue their academic
aspirations, fulfilling their potential and ethos while
fostering and promoting the language and culture.
Fifty years of commendable academic pursuit of
the University of Jaffha originated with the birth of
Faculty of Science and the Faculty of Arts. We are
grateful to the founders of these two faculties whose
eminence as full-fledged academia of the nation and
their determination to institute the quality faculties of
higher learning which paved the way to receive many

accolades.

Despite the many challenges faced by the Faculty
of Science due to the unsettled conditions since the
inception that prevailed in the region for more than
three decades and severe shortage of resources, the
faculty has been offering transformative learning
opportunities for the undergraduates to master the
subject areas of Physical and Biological sciences.
Our faculty alumni are making their mark across the
globe excelling in various fields. Their commendable
achievements serve as a testimony to the reputation
of the faculty and the University of Jaffna is proud
of it. The fundamental cause of this incredible
achievement of the Faculty of Science is the rigorous
and stimulating academic culture and tradition
developed and maintained jointly by its staff and
students with passion and dedication.

“Service brings happiness’’; serving one’s Alma
Mater is an immensely rejoicing and rewarding
experience. FOSAA connects “scattered dots” of
the alumni of the faculty and brings the old students

under one umbrella, facilitating a platform for former

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

students to come together, share the challenges faced
by the faculty and offer assistance wherever possible. It
is also vital to review and reflect on the past from time
to time, to highlight landmark events such as this one
today and celebrate the success and our achievements.

And now to the future, we are slowly approaching
the second quarter of the 21 century in which
knowledge will be the most important power that will
influence, support and dominate all aspects of life
and environment. Especially with the explosion of
information technology growth, Big Data analytics,
deep learning, data mining, artificial intelligence
and internet of things will pervade the planning and
management of scientific, economic, educational,
engineering and agricultural activities and make
them SMART. In this respect, digital inclusion of
the community is inevitable. Our FOSAA might play
a crucial role in this noble endeavour. Its members
possess a variety of expertise in different fields
of knowledge. They also have diverse skills and
resources at their disposal.

I want to emphasise the three important attributes
to achieve noble progression: charitable attitude, deep
knowledge and a willingness to sacrifice. Faculty of
Science is proud of FOSAA at its resolve to celebrate
today the Golden Jubilee of the Faculty of Science
on a grand scale, to continue to support the noble
progression of the faculty with generous funding,
expertise of state of the art knowledge and devotion

of time and energy.

My greetings and best wishes to FOSAA for
celebrating the Golden Jubilee of the faculty and for
providing a rare opportunity to its members of various
batches to reach-out, reminisce and rejoice together.

All glories to the Almighty.
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Professor P. Ravirajan

Dean, Faculty of Science
University of Jaffna

16™ Batch of Faculty of Science

Message from the Dean/Faculty of Science

The Faculty of Science takes immense pride in
being one of the most prestigious and oldest science
faculties in the country, renowned for producing highly
competent graduates and postgraduates. Established
on October 25, 1974, the faculty has consistently
upheld its commitment to nurturing intellectually
and professionally adept science graduates, perfectly
aligned with its overarching vision. As the faculty
approaches the Golden Jubilee on October 25,
2024, it reflects with pride on its remarkable five-
decade journey and eagerly anticipates the carefully
planned path ahead. This milestone offers a valuable
opportunity to celebrate past achievements and
envision a future filled with confidence and promise.

It is with great pleasure I extend my heartfelt best
wishes to the Faculty of Science Alumni Association
(FoSAA) on this momentous occasion in the Golden
Jubilee year of the Faculty of Science and the
University of Jaffna. This landmark celebration of the
faculty, marking fifty years of excellence in education,
research, and community outreach, is a testament to
the resilience, dedication, and commitment of the
students, staff, and alumni who have contributed to the
growth and success of our institution. It is particularly
gratifying to note that the association cherishes
the memories of their teachers and has gathered
a significant collection of batch photos, creating
a valuable treasure for the faculty. Additionally, I
commend FoSAA for taking the lead in gathering the
success stories of our distinguished alumni, making
them available to inspire our students.

The Golden Jubilee is more than just a celebration;
it is a reflection of the many milestones achieved by
the Faculty of Science over the past fifty years. From
pioneering research to the development of cutting-
edge academic programmes, the Faculty of Science
has consistently set new standards. Our graduates have
gone on to become leaders in academia, industry, and
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public service, making significant contributions to
the betterment of society. This is a moment to honour
the legacy of those who have come before us and to
celebrate the achievements that have positioned the
Faculty of Science as a beacon of scientific knowledge
in the country.

This Golden Jubilee celebration holds special
significance as it marks the first grand event of its
kind organised by FoSA A at the University of Jaffna.
The success of this event is a direct result of the hard
work, dedication, and collaboration of our alumni
and staff members. Their tireless efforts in planning,
organising, and holding this celebration have created a
platform for reconnecting with old friends, cherishing
memories, and forging new relationships that will

strengthen our bonds.

As we gather to commemorate this golden
milestone, it is also an opportunity to reflect on the
critical role of the alumni in the future of the Faculty
of Science. The contributions of our alumni have
always been integral to the faculty’s success, and their
continued support is vital as we look toward the future.
Whether through mentorship, research collaborations,
or financial contributions, there are countless ways
in which the alumni can contribute to the ongoing
development and success of the Faculty of Science.

In conclusion, I would like to express my
deepest gratitude to FOSAA for their unwavering
commitment to the faculty and for organising this
historic celebration. As we celebrate the Golden
Jubilee, let us also look forward to a future filled with
abundant possibilities, where the Faculty of Science
will continue to excel with the steadfast support of
its alumni.

I wish you all a memorable and joyous Golden
Jubilee celebration.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Dr. Gita Sathianathan
Secretary of FOSAA

Message from the Secretary of FOSAA

Former Teaching Assistant Professor at the Pennsylvania State University,
& Retired as a Senior Lecturer from the California State University, Fullerton, California.

Dear Alumni and Friends of the Faculty of Science,

As we gather to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of
the Faculty of Science, it is with immense pride and
joy that I extend my warmest greetings to each of
you. In 1974, a vision was born - a vision to create a
community that fosters lifelong learning, a vision that
brings job opportunities in scientific and technical
fields, a vision that brings prosperity and growth to our
close-knit community. Today we have gathered here
from all around the globe to reflect on the remarkable
progress of the Alumni and Faculty; a testament to the
resilience, success and achievements of the Faculty
of Science throughout the tumultuous 50 years since
its inception.

This milestone event is a celebration of our past and
apledge to the enduring spirit of our alumni community.
During the past 50 years, we have witnessed countless
achievements, both individually and collectively
from the alumni in Sri Lanka and abroad. From our
lecture halls to the various corners of the globe, our
alumni have made amazing contributions to science,
society, and humanity, excelling in diverse fields and
embodying the values instilled in us by our professors,
mentors, staff and administrators.

The many years of war and strife have kindled
our determination and resolve to seek opportunities
globally and strive hard to achieve success, overcoming
profoundly adverse circumstances. The sacrifice,
unwavering commitment and dedication of our
professors, lecturers and staff are forever etched in our
hearts and minds as they silently impel us from within
to put forth our best efforts.

Let us also look forward to the future, as we
look back on the memories that have shaped our
trajectories. The challenges we face today require us to
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come together, to unite, to support one another, and to
continue the legacy of excellence that has been handed
down by the founders of the Faculty of Science. [ urge
each of you to join FOSA A and contribute actively to
the faculty’s initiatives, share your success stories,
and inspire the next generation of students to do even
better. This Golden Jubilee is a celebration of our
shared history, our achievements, and our dreams and
aspirations. It is an opportunity to reconnect with old
friends, forge new relationships, and strengthen the
bonds that unite us.

As we celebrate this milestone, we ask alumni to
support the efforts of the faculty and students. We
ask for your help in gaining global recognition for the
Faculty of Science and the University of Jaffna. Please
initiate research collaborations with faculty members,
enable student placement for graduate programmes
abroad, create opportunities for faculty members
to attend and host conferences, create mentorship
programs for students and new faculty members and
provide financial support for accreditation by RSB,
RSC or other organizations. We ask for your financial
support to the departments to obtain lab equipment and
to donate refurbished or new instruments to facilitate
research and develop postgraduate programmes.

We appreciate your support however small or large
towards the growth, development and advancement
of the Faculty of Science.

Thank you for your generous donations. Thank you
for being an integral part of our journey. Together, as
alumni of the Faculty of Science at the University of
Jaffna, let us continue to build a vibrant and supportive
intellectual community. One that reflects the values
and spirit of all those who have paved the way for us
through their selfless efforts, heroic sacrifice, diligent
hard work and unwavering commitment.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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FUT &6, GUTT & &M AT & S &el ,
QUIT[HETTSHTIS SHEDLGET, TATLIGUDENMD STRISILLD
FTalSHID ST HET DML HSH 6D 6)&6r e
Qumiglew eTewLBurl (b HFwle @G sreLw
8% UTaTallpT&HSTEWD. S|l (HLoern)] Serm)
CTLD& &(H& GLD GUETIRI H6T AHEUT HET wH&6 16D
BmHSBHSTD AT H6T BeT LD 678 & 60 6
AWM &eDeTs FTHlSSHLUMTT &6 eTarLens
SGFWS GILOT HDHUME QFW G LT & &L
ST . SHMHGWUUTD @M HLOE &) (HE GLD
QUETMIGET LOMMILD GUTUILIL|&HE&HEBL 6T [BITLD 6Ten&HE
FT8S S MBS SBOTLD eraTUens earel (B Q&FUIg)
SENHlEDME| QHTETETBEUT B16060g) FUILIFIGFTSHemen
QFLIWLIGEUT GUTUISHES SITeOLD b SLDLISTEUS] Sh6e0T(h
QUITETEILOT&HSTEOLD. [FLOGMLD 2 WITIL [BLD SHeD6)I5H
&L S5G6HGLD DG OGS G BT TeDSH5
Slpoull LflFeflGESHESIBMITLD 6Te GTLDEMLD BHITGLD
B&6Te] G&HL_LIGMHETET SHTCOLD.

BLOUSTENT (H&HEMET SLEGLD 6ThS Hlmieuer@Lom
S OG Sl WallsBIT STal FoPHS &6 &
M MEEUENT QU1 SHEDETS &I 8L 6M L& 6D 61T LD
SO HES GeuenT(HLD. ST B8 &L EDLOSET
BlewmBeUMMLILI(BEITMENLOSHETET Q& S6I hISHEM6T
2 Heurs &l he & Gauenm (HLO. WITLY LI LITewrL
UG &HEDE& &GP Gl O uUmer aflpmL
FLmisermer eflehepmen L apd sl dpLd
85 &L ewSHn6T SbHMIWHEHSIOTMET 676G E
L6 SHGTIM &6T 2 6 (. e 2 &TTEN DTS
WITLO LI UTemor Ll LIGD 8560608 SLOSHLD  BH6D LOTh &) 6T 6T
MBIl Heoemoggiauld GUGUITE) WITLDLILITeuTL
ue&Hms &G HrsFallss ul Lgrilaertlear
m&HSHET GG W 6T 6Tl AUl &Hel e (h& &L
STLOMEITRIGET SITET LNT TS IWLIGSET cueTT&lemuwiu b
GT(pEFEDWILD STLOTNEGELD STTEwf 6T 6TaTenITLD.

UTTT@BLOGTD 2 ML L6 S6lT,6UL 8 LOIT&IT 60w
SSET Sh@BBIT, WITLDLILITETL LI6D&6ME0EHLOE:ES 60
HIOENTGEUBGLT, QUL HHIEIT LOTEIL L DTG THIS HESIITEHET,
wWrp U umenrd G ITS e T em 6l s &)W & mem e il et

UefIUUTerTT, QUL & @ LOMSHITENT 6D LOE &r& &6r 60T
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QFWITHET, SDENTdHHETSH HEDOUT&HET, LTLmé)
ugl&er, sedallll Lewnf L Lmery &eT, LUTL&Tene
ST &6, QUhISSIG6Tar 2 WIBlened AHlemilser
eTen UL iguieh [BeTeleimg). &bd LILIQUIED SITeuirie
Ble05 G165 @ GeueIBul L|ed &SI WML L LiTeur L]
LI6D&HEMEDEHSHLOS LI L STHIGHETIEN Db@hemLD BIT(B&H6IT
Gasrmib IlFeile&IL &R g B& 566l &6l
SHSSOATBLDTILILD MDD SHEDLILITETS &en)6m
epeTm) GFIUILSMEG WITLPLILITEITL LIGDSHEDE0ESHLOSHLD
T WEGHLW WL BEW QUTIHS SLOT6TH.
eren@al QUi erarg GeumiGern 2 emr(h
&HEfHF| Fnledh HEDEOU|D 62(H BIEHLOGUCE. LilaTen
BlBLOLIGUTGLD GLIHLOMMH DRI SEHSHSTET SbTLDLILI
HeTeflen W 2.6 Baushs mSU|LD 6Pk &L
B GSeTSH DS &L L0 @G LeTerfl. Bb&L
YeTeflenwl aflenersSlImenmaLl L6 Q&6 @hHLD
pineuerd Ser G0l il GBITE &S 6emeT SiemL U
3(BsS USSTen (b CUTHLOTEISE. BFHaTTBOGW
LG HTewTle LgSTeur(Basered SHmiLged Lewr(BLd
maITefllpm erem 6@ QU GHAIPT al[Hs) 6 mg.
WIMLRLILITEOOTL) LIGD&6m 0SSO LD SHEHEN 6)lE@hEhITe
LODHMILD SHeMELILTL MISEHLD SHIGET DeUTELPTnaSH
Q&menr LT Gurg Qumarailpr aflewers s
SiMIeUeDLGerTle Liwewen ellGhglenTes Geueur (L.
SISHHETET QUBIHETSH SIMUILSTSH GlUTerafllpm
BISBLD6SHEIT SHemLOWIB6u6uT(HLD.

Sern BOmES CHFSHSH QUITIHETTSTTE
0FABN FaTQSHGIILSTES B[HeHS DS B&F
FaUTedled E(hbd LOGT Sp&é GedDESS 625 SEFTLISLD
Beuewr(BLD ETETLIS QUITIHETTSTT GU6DEYIBT Serfleut
SeTILL|. S1GI6LD QLIMHSSLOTEN CHFSHSHEEMLOSSIQILD
SIEDLOBSTEED FTSSNILOTENS. &b hleweouled (P&
QUIBLD LISSTeNT(BSHEHLD EBemensHUTed ATEFTHRIS
BINIQISTRISEHHE LOGHELD FEUTEITE 6T TEHEe6
BBEGL. ATETR &S ST B1F) 8188 Bo6T
GCTEITLIEN QEUMILOBET FEDL(LPEDME CFGVEH GUTMRISGED6IT
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gomeflsesBea GUIGLTAISTEHEI[HESGLW. POS
arg Qeeal b &eEhs sTaT &8 & (B&EHL
WHES BHEHS ST B1F) 868 BSEbL WS
GODATASTEB B(H& GW. B&F FaUTOTT
&, LOE0lGTTED QLD BLFlenent& Fhgloh a6 6Temene
SITEFMM HLU L6 &HeDas & D&M Gem GLmer m
LeflGauer 2 MU &l 6®LWWHh &B6T. 6Dl
QUIT(HLG6D6T 2_DHUGS QFWIS GBHIIRUIMS ellhLIEn6T
QFUIg SO QFDTATSHDSEWIT T F&HTeD B
WSO BHMETBWIT FLOMerflE&HSHS5E5E B0)eU6TRIS6iT
Sieden. eSS SewLBS BT(hsHerfled BlevewLo
BaupTael(HHSTILD Qemens GUTETD AT
LOHMILD QUTIHETTSTILD eOSITOHM BT SHerfled
85186 Blevenlo erarprslall(b. &b mleweoulled
LIGD&HEM D& LS MRIGHET BUITEIM OlLI(THIb]M)I U6 RIS 6IT
SMHIGET epe&Hang cgeallar GHemaluilar QL LD
UGSleow FwrafleEs ST FTIHS FelpsHsawsELl
BLO U heH e GeuenT i@l &, Lped 2 (HeU T e D).
81 & smeoL Lert e et wfled u_|rr@ Ll U 6T L
LEDBDESEBPSBPLD 6flehEhTar LIL(pLd EbHSlSELD
QUTETENILRTEILD SeIMBMIT(H BenaThs FeLPGHHSHle
QETMULL ST &Te0s&HaTSILE6 & e.
8uGurgy WeHs Nrwssarsslear g slufled
cilehepmen L &6t eaLbLIg) S ewT(BSTEOL! LIWLIETSSET
QUTMILLSTIT&HGT SHeDarTel(HLD TBSHIT6(H SeTSHSle0
&M CEFIHS(HESISTDTIEET. ABS coaim CFIHS
SETLD GTQTLG eeTm BTMTS] HITM SHullroms)
eNAwGeuen(BLD. Bbs elifley LT S&leir QTS BeiTemLo
SHSE FHSHGLD 62(H HEWEDLPEMME: GHEDENEUEMIL
2 (FAUMEHGLD. S HEOEME LUTWIFSLD 2 J&&led
efebepmen LU Q&&s) uempLD. U1 Liudifleit
SNlen6ITESEOIITTED [HLD & LPSHSHBH |6 LI6D LITEE6D S EhHE
ST6|56IT HlenL_&SHBUEIT(BLD. HEITLPDSTLILIGHMETSH
FITelles s BT eTenlD 69 MMIEMLOLI LIGWT L5 & 6T
BIEOLOMHEI eI MWITLD STFILMRIGET SHMM BHLOGOGT(H
SITELD QUTWISS (BT SiFHement 2 il cuensuiled
LGOS 6T LTED G&TAPLD GUIT(LPLD. BT(HLD GUEITLD
QUMILD.
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Why should we celebrate the Golden Jubilee of the Faculty of Science?

Mr. Ratnasingam Sharveswara
30" Batch, Biological Science,
Faculty of Science University of Jaffna

The University of Jaffna, a symbol of the Tamil
community of the country, is completing its fiftieth
year in 2024. Alongside the university, the Faculty of
Science, which started concurrently, and the Faculty
of Humanities (initially known by a different name but
later renamed as Faculty of Arts), have also reached
their Golden Jubilee.

The journey of the university, the Faculty of
Science, and the Faculty of Arts over the past fifty
years has not been ordinary. Unlike other government
universities in Sri Lanka that have had their share
of opportunities, the University of Jaffna did not
receive similar advantages. The challenges faced
by the University of Jaffna have been unique and
unprecedented. Despite the scarcity of opportunities
and the intensity of challenges, the University of Jaffna
and its affiliated faculties have achieved significant
milestones. Notably, during major displacements and
wartime disasters, the university was never closed
at any stage. Particularly, after 1974, every student
who completed higher-level examinations was given
the opportunity to continue their education at the
University of Jaftna.

Celebrating this Golden Jubilee is crucial because
it acknowledges the resilience and achievements
of the university despite numerous adversities, and
honors its enduring contribution to education and the
community.

In January 1974, the World Tamil Conference
took place, followed by a series of disastrous events
that shook the Tamil Eelam community. Against this
backdrop, in July 1974, the first steps were taken to
establish the University of Jaffna as a campus of the
University of Sri Lanka. During the same period,
the Tamil Eelam liberation movements began to gain
momentum. The university and the liberation struggle
were interlinked, with the developments in one
inevitably impacting the other. This close connection
meant that the progress and setbacks of both were
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intertwined, and the university faced significant
challenges and losses as a result.

The University of Jaffna andits faculties experienced
numerous difficulties, including unjust loss of lives,
substantial property damage, displacement of
scholars, the inability to make definitive decisions
due to administrative chaos, various deficiencies
among students, and a shortage of resources. Despite
these formidable challenges, which were almost
insurmountable for a developing university, the
University of Jaffna remained steadfast.

This resilience amidst adversity is a remarkable
achievement and a testament to the university’s
enduring strength and commitment. Celebrating
this Golden Jubilee is important not only as
a commemoration of its history but also as an
acknowledgment of its extraordinary perseverance
and accomplishments despite the many hardships it
faced. We are now celebrating the Golden Jubilee of
the University of Jaftha and its Faculty of Science.
Over these fifty years, nearly 35 years have been
marked by both war and education. The subsequent 15
years have transitioned from the post-war landscape
into education. The last cohort of students from the
generation affected by the war in May 2009 will
still have five more years to join the university.
Consequently, both the university and its faculties
have had to navigate through 55 years of wartime
conditions, including their direct and indirect impacts.
This prolonged state of turmoil has significantly
affected interpersonal relationships and personal
qualities.

Despite these challenges, the University of Jaftha
must continue to advance. It is imperative for the
institution to overcome all the difficulties that have
arisen and continue its progress. Regardless of the
circumstances, the University of Jaffna has never lost
its prestige. By 2020, the university was notable for its
extensive administrative reach and land reach, standing
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as Sri Lanka’s first university in these respects. This
represented significant growth, surpassing even the
traditional prestige of the University of Peradeniya.
The University of Jaffna, with its main campus
in Maruthanarmadam and additional facilities in
Kayts, Kilinochchi, and Vavuniya, is the largest
university in Sri Lanka in terms of land area. It had
a high number of faculties and, consequently, a large
student body, making it a prominent institution in Sri
Lankan higher education. Moreover, the University
of Jaffna achieved an unprecedented milestone in Sri
Lankan university history by housing two faculties of
technology simultaneously. These accomplishments
are remarkable achievements brought about by time
and effort. Celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of our
knowledge hub, which made these extraordinary
milestones possible, is of great significance.

In the journey of an organization, it encounters
various milestones over time. Specifically, within
the first twenty-five years, an organization typically
celebrates its Silver Jubilee. This period is dedicated
to making arrangements for long-term stability. By
this time, the second generation of beneficiaries will
have begun to enjoy the advantages provided by
the organization. After another twenty-five years,
the organization will reach its Golden Jubilee at the
fifty-year mark. This period signifies a time when a
community that has benefited from the organization
has achieved prosperity and fulfillment in their lives,
reaching a high social standing. Additionally, by
this time, the third generation will have started to
experience the benefits of the organization. These
milestones not only mark significant achievements
but also reflect the organization’s sustained impact
and success across generations.

During this time, it is an opportunity to reflect
on the great individuals who dedicated themselves
to creating the first generation and the services they
provided. This reflection brings many benefits. It
allows us to measure ourselves against their standards
of excellence and gauge our own level of success.

The Golden Jubilee period is a time to marvel at the
achievements of those who withstood and managed
challenges such as resource shortages, communication
difficulties, transportation issues, wartime disasters,
and economic barriers. It is a moment to appreciate
the value of their accomplishments despite these
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difficulties. Additionally, it is a time to imagine with
wonder how many more achievements might have
been realized if the resources we have today had
been available to them. Furthermore, it provides an
opportunity to assess what we have achieved with
the resources and opportunities we currently possess.
This period invites personal fulfillment and self-
examination, prompting us to question how we have
contributed to our educational institutions and their
glory. Itis atime to reflect on what we have given back
in return for the benefits we have received.

An organization or individual that surpasses fifty
years should have fulfilled all the responsibilities
expected of them or should have laid the foundations
for these duties to be accomplished. The University of
Jaffna and its Golden Jubilee faculties, the Faculty of
Science and the Faculty of Arts, have indeed met these
responsibilities, and there are numerous examples to
support this.

For instance, the regional leadership established by
the University of Jaffna is now firmly in the hands of
its graduates. The decisions made by these alumni are
crucial factors determining the growth and progress of
the region. The university has thus played a significant
role in shaping the future of the region through its
contributions and the success of its graduates.

The list of prominent figures associated with the
University of Jaffna extends widely, including members
of parliament, the Governor of the Northern Province,
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna, district
government officials of the North, the Director of the
Jaffna Teaching Hospital, secretaries of Northern
Province ministries, heads of departments, deans of
faculties, education officials, school principals, and
senior bank officials. Beyond this list, the influence of
University of Jaffna graduates extends internationally,
showcasing their leadership across various countries.
The University of Jaffna is uniquely suited to unify all
these individuals under one identity, symbolizing the
institution’s role as a crown. Therefore, the Golden
Jubilee is not merely a celebration or a social event but
a foundational milestone that provides a platform for
future significant changes and innovations. It serves
as a starting point and a source of motivation for the
next phase of growth. The institution, effectively
leveraging this milestone, can achieve its goals
over the next decade. This is why, after surpassing
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fifty years, another significant event, the Diamond
Jubilee, will be celebrated in sixty years. When the
University of Jaffna and its Faculties of Science and
Arts celebrate their Golden Jubilee, they should reflect
on the achievements yielded and create pathways for
future success. The Golden Jubilee celebrations should
thus pave the way for new opportunities and strategies,
ensuring that the benefits of this milestone are fully
realized and utilized

Sri Lanka is currently facing significant economic
challenges. Experts estimate that overcoming these
challenges may take at least a decade, and this is
contingent upon establishing appropriate national
governance structures. In this context, the next ten
years are expected to be particularly challenging for
government institutions in Sri Lanka. Government
financial allocations will likely be limited to covering
routine operational expenses. Allocations for capital
expenditures and investments will be minimal. As
a result, institutions that focus on human resource
development, such as government universities, will
face considerable difficulties. Unlike entities that
produce goods and sell them directly, universities
do not generate revenue in this manner to cover
their expenses or future investments. In developed
countries, the situation might differ, but in politically
and economically unstable nations like Sri Lanka,
this is the prevailing condition. Consequently, large
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institutions like universities will need to rely heavily
on their communities to meet a substantial portion of
their capital expenditure needs.

Against this backdrop, the Golden Jubilee of the
University of Jaffna and its Faculty of Science, as well
as the collective efforts of the associated community,
are of significant importance. This milestone is not
only a time to celebrate achievements but also an
opportunity to reflect on the crucial role of community
support in addressing the financial and developmental
challenges faced by the institution.

Currently, amidst significant efforts, all those
responsible for the fifty-year journey of the Faculty
of Science are united on a common platform. This
platform must evolve and expand to encompass
a hundredfold, reaching into the hundreds of
thousands. Such expansion will foster a generation
that contemplates the public good of the Faculty.
This collective thinking will nurture the growth of the
scientific endeavors within the Faculty.

The fruits of this growth should offer solutions to
many of our community’s challenges. By overcoming
individual limitations and embracing a spirit of unity,
we have the opportunity to achieve a thousand tasks
in due course. If utilized effectively, this collective
effort will not only benefit our community but also
contribute to the prosperity of our nation.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Progressive Journey of the Faculty of Science
Punniamoorthy Ravirajan, Dean, Faculty of Science

1.0 Preamble

The Faculty of Science (FoS) takes great pride
in being one of the country’s prestigious and oldest
science faculties, renowned for producing highly
competent graduates and postgraduates. Established
on October 25, 1974, the faculty has consistently
upheld its commitment to nurturing intellectually
and professionally adept science graduates, aligning
seamlessly with its overarching vision.

Approaching its Golden Jubilee on October 25,
2024, the Faculty of Science reflects on its remarkable
journey over five decades and looks forward to its
meticulously planned path. This milestone provides a
valuable opportunity to commemorate achievements
with pride and envisage the future with confidence.

Maintaining internationally acceptable standards
is integral to the faculty’s commitment. External
examiners from renowned global universities
oversee the quality of honours degree examination
processes, ensuring excellence. The faculty boasts a
commendable track record of producing competent
graduates, offering Bachelor of Science degree
programmes spanning three and four years. These
programmes cover both pure and applied sciences,
incorporating comprehensive skill development
components. Graduates exhibit scholarly prowess
coupled with versatile skills, meeting the evolving
demands of the global job market.

Vision

“To be a recognised centre of science learning in
Sri Lanka”

Mission

“To produce competent graduates who excel
in learning and research in basic sciences and who
could contribute to the development of the nation”

Values

e Excellence: Promoting excellence in Research,
Academic and Outreach activities by utilising
the human and physical resources of the faculty

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

e Integrity: Constant pursuit of being exemplary in
maintaining the highest professional and ethical
standards through trust, honesty, and respect

e Co-creation: Fostering ingenuity, creativity, and
innovation through collaborative development of
impactful research and innovation, and research
commercialization

e Community Engagement: Transforming lives of
the community and the nation through identifying
their needs and challenges and applying the
knowledge creation for the benefit of the
community and national development

e Unity in Diversity: Respecting, recognising,
and valuing all people with equality, civility and
dignity

The FoS aspires to achieve its mission by setting
out clear objectives as follows:

e to attain an internationally recognisable level of
teaching and research;

e todisseminate scientific knowledge and popularise

science;
e to improve the quality of science education;

e to provide services directed towards the
environmental, social and technological needs
of the region;

e to be the regional research centre in science,
developing indigenous scientific methods using
local resources; and

e toimprove the economic and social conditions of
the local population.

2.0 Brief history

The Faculty of Science was set up in October 1974
at Vaddukoddai in the premises taken over from the
undergraduates’ section of the Jaffna College. The
first batch of students numbering 103 was admitted to
the Faculty on 25" of October 1974 and only a course
in Mathematics and Statistics was provided initially.
The late Professor P. Kanagasabapathy functioned
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as the first Dean of the Faculty and the Head of the
Department of Mathematics and Statistics. Following
the appointment of Heads for the Departments of
Botany, Chemistry, Physics, and Zoology, along with
some Assistant Lecturers for each department, courses
in Physical Science and Bioscience were launched
in 1975. As the facilities available in the small

laboratories at Vaddukoddai were grossly inadequate
for work beyond the first-year courses and future
expansion at Vaddukoddai was not possible due to an
acute shortage of freshwater and space, a decision was
taken to erect new buildings for the Faculty of Science
at Thirunelvely where the Faculty of Humanities and
the administrative offices were sited.

The faculty shifted to the Thirunelvely premises
in June 1978 soon after the completion of the Natural
Science Block (Stage 1), the foundation for which was
laid on 7 May 1975.In 1977, funds were allotted fora
building to the Department of Physics and this building
came into the occupation in September 1980. Funds
were also allocated for two other buildings in 1979,
one for the Department of Mathematics and Statistics
and the other for the Department of Chemistry. The
Mathematics Block was completed in 1985, and the
Chemistry Block was completed in 1988. The Natural
Science Block (Stage I1) was opened for academic
activities in 2016. The foundation for the Department
of Computer Science building was laid on 27 June

2019 with the World Bank funded AHEAD Projectand
was opened for academic activities on 01 June 2022.

The annual intake of students to the faculty had
increased over the years. Since 2010, the faculty has
flourished with the intake of students from all parts of
the country representing all ethnicities which added
a conducive multicultural environment in the faculty
to foster and promote social harmony. Under the
President’s scholarship scheme, a few international
students have also been admitted to the faculty since
2016. The current student population at the faculty is
over 1300.

3.0 Degree Programmes

The faculty offers BSc degrees of three-year
duration (traditionally referred to as the General
degree) and BScHons degrees of four-year duration
(traditionally referred to as the Special degree).

2-

e Bachelor of Science: Degrees of three-year
duration in the streams of biological and physical
sciences.

e Bachelor of Science in Computer Science:
Degree of three years duration for those directly

admitted by the UGC to study computer science.

e Bachelor of Science Honours: Degree in
subject mark disciplines namely, Botany,
Chemistry, Computer Science, Fisheries Science,

Mathematics, Physics, Statistics, and Zoology.

e Bachelor of Science Honours in Computer
Science: For those directly admitted by the UGC

to study Computer Science.

e Bachelor of Science Honours in Applied
Science: Degree with seven options which are
Biology, Botany, Chemistry, Computing, Physics,
Financial Mathematics, Industrial Statistics, and

Zoology

Selection to BScHons (subject-specific) degree
programme is made at the end of the second year
(Level 2). In the case of the BScHons (Applied
Science) degree programme, the selection is made at
the end of first semester of the third year (Level 3) of
study. Selection for a four-year degree programme is
generally based on the availability of places and on the
performance of students in the examinations. Biological
Science and Physical Science stream students who
have passed the G.C.E. (A/L) Examination and have
satisfied all the respective entrance requirements are
admitted to the faculty by the UGC. Students are also
admitted by the UGC directly to a subject-specific
programme. At present, students are admitted only
to the Computer Science study programme as direct-
intake. These students follow a three-year degree. The
selection to Honours degree programme shall be made
atthe end ofthe second year of study (Level 2S) based

on the performances of these students in the first two
years of studies

The names of the three-year and four-year degree
programmes and their abbreviations are illustrated
as follows.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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BSc degrees (Three years)

Stream of study

Name of the Degree

Abbreviation

Biological Sciences

Physical Sciences

Bachelor of Science

BSc

Computer Science

Bachelor of Science in Computer Science

BSc (Computer Science)

BScHons degrees (Four years)

Subject of Study Name of the Degree Abbreviation of the Degree
Botany Bachelor of Science Honours in Botany BScHons (Botany)
Chemistry Bachelor of Science Honours in Chemistry BScHons (Chemistry)

Computer Science
(Physical Science Stream)

Bachelor of Science Honours in Computer Science

BScHons (ComputerSc)

Computer Science
(Direct-intake)

Bachelor of Science Honours in Computer Science

BSc Hons (Computer Science)

Fisheries Science Bachelor of Science Honours in Fisheries Science BScHons (FisheriesSc)
%gg&?ﬁiﬁ;ﬁiii) Bachelor of Science Honours in Mathematics BScHons (Mathematics)
Physics Bachelor of Science Honours in Physics BScHons (Physics)
Statistics Bachelor of Science Honours in Statistics BScHons (Statistics)
Zoology Bachelor of Science Honours in Zoology BScHons (Zoology)
Applied Science Bachelor of Science Honours in Applied Science BScHons (AppliedSc)

Science
Education

Bachelor of Science Honours in Science and Edu-
cation

BScHons (ScienceEdu)

3.1 Graduate Profile

Graduates from the faculty possess the following attributes:

Discipline Specific
Competencies

* Master a body of knowledge and apply to

problem solving situations
* Appreciate current developments
* Collect and use information

¢ Critically analyze, fuse and assess knowledge

findings

Professional Skills

Graduate
Profile

* Search, organize and communicate knowled?

and ideas

= Recognize issues based on their complexities

and urgency

* Make principled decisions and take

responsibility
* Work independently and teams

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

Personal Skills

* Develop open mindedness and originality

* Exhibit creativity and engage in lifelong
learning

* Adopt initiative, Flexibility, resilience and
commitment

* Uphold self-discipline and integrity

Citizenship Attributes

» Embrace diversity, respect cultures,
values, rights and views of individuals or
groups

* Pursue of entrepreneurship, honorable
relationships and leadership

» Speak up for the general good and to
bring new ideas

» Share skills and knowledge for
sustainability and development

* Recognize the social, cultural,
environmental and economic dimensions
of national and international issues
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The FoS aims to instil in its graduates the
competencies in academic disciplines, personal and
professional skills and citizenship attributes through
its teaching, learning and research activities and
enhancement of the advisory and support services,
and cultural, social and sports related extracurricular
activities.

The FoS is dedicated to develop the learning and
teaching environment with the current developments
inscience education and research so that the graduates
shall meet the expectation of the trends of the global
science community. Ultimately, the BScHons degree
holder from the UoJ shall be a scholar with versatile
skills to cater the needs of local communities and shall
become a professional in the choosen field as well as
a global citizen.

3.2 Expected Programme Outcomes

The expected programme outcomes represent what
a graduate is expected to know and/or be able to do
after completing the study programme. In addition to
the expected outcomes of the BSc degree programme,
the BScHons graduates are expected to be with

e ability to systematically analyse the core ideas of
the subject of specialization

e ability to construct new knowledge in the subject
of specialization

e ability to find solutions to problems with
professional context

e ability to utilize the knowledge for personal
development and in professional practice

e capacity to carry out research and effectively
disseminate new knowledge and/or ideas

e ability to adapt, initiate change and constructideas
to lead the change to help the needy society with
social responsibility and positive attitude

All these programme outcomes are achieved
by incorporating relevant teaching, learning, and
assessment strategies in the study programmes.

3.3. Subjects

The faculty offers four principal subjects in the
Biological Science stream, six in the Physical Science
stream, and Computer Science for direct-intake
students as shown in the following table. Courses in
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principal subjects are offered throughout the degree
programmes.

Stream of - .

Study Principal Subject(s)

Biological Botany, Chemistry, Fisheries

Science Science, Zoology

Physical Applied Mathematlcs, Chemlstry,

Science Computer Science, Physics, Pure
Mathematics, Statistics

Co.mputer Computer Science

Science

Depending on the demand and the availability of
the resources, the following supplementary subjects
are offered in Level 3 (Third year): Environmental
Science, Food and Nutrition, and Information
Technology (forstudents who are not offered Computer
Science as asubjectin Levels 1 and 2), Electronics (for
students who are not offered Physics as a subject in
Levels 1 and 2).

The faculty conducts 90 hours (15 hours per
week) of English language proficiency courses to the
new entrants in collaboration with the Department
of English Language Teaching (DELT) prior to
commencing the principal and supplementary courses.
It should be noted that a student should possess a
Pass (overall band score 4.0 out 0of 9.0) in an English
language proficiency course for the award of a degree.

In line with the graduate profile of the faculty,
several other skill enhancement short courses on
computer literacy, life skills, learning gender, and
Mathematics for Biological Science Students are
offered as pre-semester courses. Further, the career
guidance cell of the faculty conducts Career Fair for
the final year students in collaboration with leading
institutions.

4.0 Staff Profile and Student Statistics
4.1 Staff Profile

FoS is home to seven departments: Botany,
Chemistry, Computer Science, Fisheries, Physics,
Mathematics and Statistics, and Zoology, and is
supported by a dedicated team of 84 academic staff,
59 academic-support staff, and 80 non-academic
staff. Remarkably, nearly 90% of the permanent
academic staff hold postgraduate qualifications, with
nearly two-thirds having earned their PhDs. Many of
these scholars have received their training abroad, in

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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countries including the United Kingdom, United States, New Zealand, Australia, Malaysia, Singapore, various
European nations, and South Africa. Currently, up to 90% of the academic cadre positions within the faculty are
filled, with recruitment ongoing to meet emerging needs. This robust and diverse academic community continues
to be a cornerstone of excellence at the Faculty of Science.

Highest academic qualifications obtained by the academic staff at each department as of 2024

Department PhD MPhil/MSc BSc Total
Botany 7 4 0 11
Chemistry 13 0 0 13
Computer Science 9 1 2 12
Fisheries 3 1 6
Mathematics & Statistics 11 7 1 19
Physics 7 2 2 11
Zoology 7 5 0 12
Total 56 22 6 84

|

Percentage (%) 67 26
* More than 90 % of the faculty staft hold postgraduate qualifications.

Designation of the academic staff: Department-wise

Designation

£ % g £ & Z
Department E é .§ s% g E
S S 5 o 5 3
&~ - < = -
Botany - 3 1 7 - 11
Chemistry 1 6 - 6 - 13
Computer Science - 2 - 7 3 12
Fisheries 1 - - 2 3 6
Mathematics & Statistics - 2 - 13 4 19
Physics 1 1 - 6 3 1
Zoology 1 3 - 6 2 12
Total 4 17 1 47 15 84
Percentage 5% 20% 1% 56% 18% 100%
* 82 % of the faculty staff have been serving as Senior Lecturer or above.
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Figure 1: District-wise student count in the calendar year 2023/2024
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Figure 2: Provincial-wise student percentage in the
calendar year 2023/2024

4.2 Student statistics

Over the years, the Faculty of Science
has experienced a steady increase in its annual
student intake, growing to 400 students today from
approximately 200 in the mid-1980s and just 100 at
its inception. Since 2010, the faculty has attracted a
significant number of students from various provinces
across the country, representing diverse ethnicities.
This influx has fostered a vibrant, multicultural
environment that promotes social harmony within
the faculty.

The introduction of the President’s Scholarship
Scheme in 2015 has further enriched the faculty’s
cultural tapestry by facilitating the admission of
international students. As a result, the Faculty of
Science now proudly hosts a student population
exceeding 1,300. This diverse community, comprising
individuals from across the island and various ethnic
and international backgrounds, significantly enhances
the richness of the faculty’s academic and social
landscape.

Gender-wise breakdown of the students in the
current academic year

Gender \
.----
B s 22 10 9 63 47
213 183 179 118 693

The ethnicity-wise breakdown of the students in
the current academic year

Ethnicity \

amlls 127 128 123

222 227 191 89 729 55

Mushms 40 142

Muslims
11%

Sinhalese
55%

Figure 3: Ethnicity-wise breakdown

Male

Figure 4: Gender-wise breakdown in the current
academic year

5.0 Organisational Structure and Infrastructure
facilities:

The Faculty of Science is supported by an
efficient organisational structure that ensures the
effective implementation of its core functions. To
successfully manage and execute essential duties such
as programme design, development, delivery, student
support, and research activities, the Faculty Board
of Science has established several sub-committees.
These include the Internal Quality Assurance Cell
(IQAC), Science Faculty Research Committee,
Building Committee, Biosafety Committee, Career
Guidance Cell, Curriculum Development, Revision,
and Monitoring Committee (CDRMC), Newsletter
& Handbook Committee, Strategic Management
Planning Committee, and the Web & IT Services
Committee. The Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) and Terms of Reference (ToR) for these
sub-committees have been developed to guide their
activities and ensure efficient execution.

The faculty adopts a participatory approach
with its stakeholders, aligning its activities with the
strategic and its action plans. Continuous Professional
Development (CPD) programmes and induction

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FOSAA), University of Jaffna
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sessions are conducted to keep staff members up-to-
date with the latest developments in their fields.

All departments, except the newly established
Department of Fisheries, are equipped with the
necessary infrastructure to support effective teaching,
practical, research, and outreach. Both staff and
students benefit from user-friendly and efficient
library and ICT facilities. The faculty embraces
innovative learning strategies, including the use
of Learning Management Systems (LMS) and
Open Educational Resources (OER). Additionally,
students are encouraged to enhance their English
language proficiency and soft skills through various
programmes. The faculty also promotes cohesion and
harmony among students by fostering multicultural
and religious activities.

6.0 Curriculum Development and Revision

Revising the curriculum on a five-year cycle is
essential to ensure its relevance, adaptability, and
alignment with both educational and societal needs,
ultimately delivering a high-quality education. Since
its inception, the Faculty of Science has periodically
revamped or revised its curriculum in response to
changing demands, integrating new knowledge,
raising educational standards, accommodating
evolving student preferences, improving teaching
methods, incorporating feedback, engaging in long-
term strategic planning, and consistently striving for
improvement. The teaching quality is continually
evaluated through peer assessments and student
feedback, ensuring ongoing enhancement.

The current structure and syllabi, which were
implemented for students enrolled in the 2016/2017
academic year, were introduced in 2018. Additionally,
the degree programmes offered by the faculty have
undergone evaluation by reviewers appointed by the
Quality Assurance Council of the University Grants
Commission.The BScHons (Computer Science) study
programme received Grade A in 2023. The rest of the
BScHons degree programmes will be reviewed in due
course. The report of Reviewers for the BSc degree
programme is yet to be received from the Quality
Assurance Council. The faculty considered revising
the curriculum and making structural changes to its
degree programmes, taking into account the feedback
obtained from stakeholders and programme reviewers.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

Consequently, the Faculty Board of Science has
decided to initiate the curriculum revision process
for all three-year and four-year degree programmes,
intending to implement the revised curriculum for
students enrolling in the next academic year.

In addition, curricula development for two
new Honours degree programmes is underway.
The Faculty Board has approved the titles of the
course units and a roster of resource persons based
on the recommendations of the committee tasked
with revamping the curriculum for the Bachelor of
Science Honours Degree programme in Science
Education. Simultaneously, the curriculum for the
Bachelor of Science Honours Degree programme
in Molecular Biology has received endorsement
from the Curriculum Development, Revision, and
Monitoring Committee and will be presented at the
upcoming Faculty Board of Science meeting for
further recommendations.

7.0 Research & Development

The faculty has fostered a robust culture of research
and innovation, actively encouraging the participation
of both academics and students. Student research
is seamlessly integrated into the curriculum, while
faculty members engage in collaborative research
with prestigious international institutions, including
Imperial College London, the University of Edinburgh,
Western Norway University of Applied Sciences, the
University of Bergen, the University of Southampton,
the Queensland University of Technology, Griffith
University, Victoria University of Wellington,
the University of Bern, Arizona State University,
the University of Malaya, and the Coimbatore
Institute of Technology. Faculty members have
published numerous research papers in high-impact
journals, contributing to over 35% of the university’s
indexed journal publications. Through several signed
Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs), more than
15 research students have completed at least one year
of research training at Western Norway University of
Applied Sciences and the University of Bergen in the
last five years.

Our faculty has secured grants ranging from
one hundred million to one billion rupees from
national funding agencies like the UNDP (SGP),

-7-
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National Research Council and the National Science
Foundation, as well as international organisations
such as The World Academy of Sciences (Italy),
the International Foundation for Science (Sweden),
the Swedish National Research Council, Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency
(SIDA), the International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) Indo-Sri Lankan partnership, the
Pakistan Science Foundation, Asian Development
Bank, The World Bank (IRQUE, HETC and AHEAD)
Projects, the Norwegian Directorate for Higher
Education and Skills, and the Royal Norwegian
Embassy. These grants were obtained through
applications submitted in collaboration with national
and international partners. Additionally, senior
academics have successfully secured research funding
from professional entities like IEEE and major global
technology companies such as Google, further
promoting a research-oriented culture and supporting
various student activities.

These grants have been instrumental in establishing
several state-of-the-art research laboratories equipped
with sophisticated research tools, including the
Spectroscopy Laboratory, the Nanoscience Research
Laboratory, the Clean Energy Research Laboratory
(CERL), the Laboratory for Energy Conversion
and Storage (LECS), the Material Science Research
Laboratory, and the Centre for Research in Entomology.
These efforts have been recognised with prestigious
national awards, such as the President’s Award for
Outstanding Scientific Research Publications, the
CVCD Excellence Award for the Most Outstanding
Young Researcher in Physical Sciences, the Young
Scientist Award, the CSSL Researcher of the Year,
the National Science Foundation Research Award,
and the SUSRED (Support Scheme for Supervision
of Research Degrees) Award, among others. Several
staff members have also filed national research and
technology-based patents, some of which have been
successfully awarded. Notably, a couple of patents
on “Biosensor Device and Methods,” resulting
from collaborative work with Victoria University of
Wellington, New Zealand, have been published in the
US Patent Directory.

The World Bank-funded AHEAD Operation
Grants (ELTA-ELSE) awarded to the faculty and the
Departments of Chemistry, Physics, and Zoology
have led to significant advancements. As a result of
these grants, the premises of the Incubation Cell,
the Research Centre of Excellence, and the Social
Welfare Centre have been refurbished within the
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faculty. Seminar halls with smart learning amenities
have been established in the departments, and several
well-equipped laboratories have been established or
refurbished. Of particular note is the construction
of a four-storey, state-of-the-art building for the
Department of Computer Science, with an estimated
current value of over 700 million rupees. This
achievement is the culmination of three decades of
dedicated efforts by the department staff in writing
and submitting various proposals to funding agencies.

8.0 Contribution to the Development of the
University and Outreach Activities

The faculty staff have actively contributed to the
broader university community since the university’s
inception, consistently holding key university-level
positions. These roles include Vice-Chancellor,
Senate Representative to the Council, Director of the
Centre for Quality Assurance, Director of the Career
Guidance Unit, Director of University Business
Linkages, Director of the International Collaboration
Unit, Director of the Staff Development Centre,
Alumni Officer, Director of the Operational Technical
Secretariat for World Bank-funded projects, Director
of Student Welfare, and Proctor. Their involvement
has spanned many years, demonstrating a strong
commitment to the university’s growth and success.

The faculty has also organised numerous outreach
activities for school students and the general public
through various projects. Importantly, the Centre for
Science Education of the faculty in collaboration
with the Jaffna Science Association conducted
a series of preparatory sessions for Science and
Technology stream students who sit GCE (A/L)
examinations in the Northern and Eastern Provinces
with the dedicated services of the senior academic
staff. Over 1300 GCE (A/L) Science stream students
benefited from these sessions conducted district-
wise. The Department of Zoology offers a certificate
course in Molecular Biology Laboratory Techniques
specifically designed for non-university entrants.
Further a competition on clean energy technologies
based on innovative prototype model development
was conducted among the school students in the
Northern province to promote STEM education. The
Department of Computer Science through the IEEE
Student Branch at the University of Jaffna has obtained
multiple grants to advance STEM education and has
hosted numerous workshops on IoT and Robotics.
The staff members from the faculty reach out to the
needs of the community by providing training, acting

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna



Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

as consultants in development projects, contributing
to regional and national-level steering committees,
developing and implementing community-level
projects to enhance the viability of the region.
Department of Fisheries seriously focuses on outreach
activities such as monitoring marine environments
and fisheries ecosystems, beach pollution analysis,
climate change impacts through satellite monitoring,
imparting scientific knowledge in formulating
fisheries regulation etc. and therefore fostering skills
to broaden livelihood opportunities and increase
resilience to future challenges.

By integrating research and community outreach,
the departments demonstrate there commitment
to using scientific advancements for practical
applications that benefit both the environment and
the local community.

9.0 Future Development Plans

The Faculty is renowned for producing highly
competent graduates and postgraduates and is on a
continuous path of growth and advancement, driven
by a clear vision and strategic initiatives aligned with
its mission and goals. Key areas of focus include:

e Developing Infrastructure for the Department
of Fisheries: All departments, except the
Department of Fisheries, have buildings to support
effective teaching, practical, research, and outreach
activities. Apart from the significant achievements
in research, awards, and international training
opportunities, the Department of Fisheries
continues to face challenges due to a lack of
centralized infrastructure. The scattered locations
in five different places in and outside the faculty
premises, limited lecture halls and laboratory
spaces have restricted the student intake for
the degree program, with a maximum of 40
students per batch. A land has been allocated
for constructing a four-storey building near the
Dean’s office and the department is actively
seeking financial assistance.

e Enhancing Teaching and Learning: Innovation
in teaching methods and curriculum design is a
top priority. The faculty is dedicated to creating
dynamic, student-centred learning environments
that prepare graduates to meet future challenges.
By integrating the latest educational technologies
and methodologies, the faculty aims to equip
students with the skills and knowledge needed
to excel in their careers and make meaningful

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

contributions to society. To enhance the faculty’s
recognition on an international scale, the Faculty
of Science Alumni Association has initiated
efforts to secure accreditation from the esteemed
Royal Society of Biology for Biological Science
degree programmes. This initiative aims to ensure
that the programmes meet the highest global
standards of excellence in biological education,
thereby increasing the credibility and value of the
degrees offered. Achieving this accreditation will
not only strengthen the international reputation
of the Faculty of Science but also open up greater
opportunities for graduates in the global job
market and academia.

Expanding Research Capabilities: The faculty
is committed to securing additional funding to
bolster its research efforts, including upgrading
and modernising laboratory facilities to support
cutting-edge research and foster innovation in
areas such as modeling, biophysics, quantum
optics, artificial intelligence, bionics and the
application of omics technologies to resolve
biological problems.

Strengthening Partnerships: Building stronger
research collaborations with academic institutions,
industry, and community organizations is
crucial for expanding research opportunities
and enhancing public engagement. The Faculty
plans to establish new partnerships and reinforce
existing ones, creating a robust network of
collaborators that will facilitate interdisciplinary
research and community-based projects.

Introducing new BScHons degree progra
-mmes: The faculty is in the process of revamping
the structure and syllabi for the BScHons
(ScienceEdu) . The Department of Computer
Science is in the process of commencing
two additional degree programmes namely,
BScHons (Artificial Intelligence) and BScHons
(Cybersecurity). A new BScHons in Molecular
Biology degree programme is in the pipeline.

Commencing Postgraduate degree
programmes: The faculty staff coordinate the
MSc degree programmes in Environmental
Management and Clean Energy Technologies.
The Department of Computer Science has already
developed the structure and syllabi to commence
Master of Computer Science (MCS) and Master of
Science in Computer Science (MSc (CS)) degree
programmes. The Department of Zoology has
9-
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developed the structure and syllabi to commence a
Master of Science in Applied Entomology degree

of support for student research and career
development is a priority, with initiatives designed

to foster a research-intensive environment and
provide students with the necessary resources and
mentorship needed for success.

programme.

e Supporting Faculty and Students: The Faculty
recognises the importance of investing in its faculty
and students. Efforts will be made to provide
more professional development opportunities
for faculty, ensuring they remain at the forefront
in their fields. Additionally, increasing level

The faculty also deeply appreciates the dedication
of its staff, whose commitment has driven the
development of the faculty over five decades despite
various challenges.

10.0  Deans of the Faculty of Science from 1974

-

Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy

Oct 1974 - Jan 1977

Over the past five decades, the Faculty of Science at the University of Jaffna has been guided by a succession of
distinguished deans whose leadership has been instrumental in its growth and success. Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy
(October 1974 - January 1977) served as the founder dean, laying a solid foundation for the faculty’s future
endeavors. He was succeeded by Prof. K. Kunaratnam (January 1977 - May 1978), who continued to build upon
this groundwork. Prof. V. Tharmaratnam (June 1978 - December 1984) then took the helm, followed by Prof. K.
Kunaratnam in his second term (January 1985 - March 1988). Leadership was subsequently assumed by Prof.
V. K. Ganeshalingam (April 1988 - February 1991), succeeded by Prof. S. Mageswaran (March 1991 - October
1996). Prof. Ganeshalingam returned for a second term (November 1996 - November 1999), after which Prof. R.
Kumaravadivel (November 1999 - July 2010) led the faculty through a decade of significant growth. Following
him, Prof. K. Kandasamy (July 2010 - July 2013) took over the leadership, succeeded by Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah
(July 2013 - July 2016). Prof. R. Vigneswaran (July 2016 - April 2017) then assumed the role, followed by Prof.
J. P. Jeyadevan (May 2017 - May 2020). The faculty is currently headed by Senior Professor P. Ravirajan, who
has been leading since June 2020. Each of these leaders has played a pivotal role in steering the faculty toward
academic excellence and research innovation, leaving an indelible mark on its history.
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Staff of the Dean’s Office

Prof. P. Ravirajan
Dean, Faculty of Science

Mrs. K. Vavananth

Management Assistant

Ms. S. Tharshika

Management Assistant

Mrs. Vijitha Prasath

Senior Assistant Registrar
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i orks Aide
BN Staff Management Assistant
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1
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Management Assistant _\
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“I seem to have been only like a boy playing on the seashore and
diverting myself in now and then finding a smoother pebble or a
prettier shell than ordinary, whilst the great ocean of truth lay all
undiscovered before me.” - Isaac Newton (1642-1727)
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Department of Botany
University of Jaffna

e Foundation and Establishment: In 1975, the
undergraduate programme was shifted from Jaftna
College to Jaffna Campus. Mr. A. Sivapalan,
an assistant lecturer, was appointed as the first
Head of the Department of Botany. He was
later joined by another assistant lecturer, Mr. K.
Arumuganathan, marking the beginning of the
department’s permanent academic staff.

¢ In1978, Prof. K. Theivendirarajah was appointed
as the Professor of Botany and Head of the

Department. The following year, Dr. S. Kandiah
joined the department. During this period, the
Special Degree in Botany was introduced, and in
1986, the first postgraduate degree programme
was established. The initial PhD programme
was launched with supervision from Prof. K.
Theivendirarajah and Prof. Ola Skold of the
University of Uppsala, Sweden. This collaboration
was supported by SAREC.

Evolution and Growth: Significant milestones,
changes, and developments

Year Memorable Event

The Special Degree in Botany was intro-
duced.

A full-time postgraduate degree, the Master
1986 | of Science in Plant Physiology and Horticul-
ture was introduced.

1980

A Diploma in Applied Microbiology (self-fi-

1990 nanced course) was introduced.

Key Figures and Contributions:

The Special Degree in Botany was discontinued

1991 due to a shortage of staff.

1999 | The Special Degree in Botany was restarted.

2000 | Renovation of Plant Tissue Culture Laboratory

The foundation for Natural Science Block II

2004 was laid.

A portion of the Advanced Laboratory was

2006 reserved for the Molecular Biology Laboratory.

2006 | Postgraduate research activities were resumed.

The Biological Society (BIOSOC) was

2013 reactivated

Curriculum revisions were made.
2014
Natural Science Block II was opened

Renovation of Natural Science Block I was
2018 | completed.

Academic Programmes and Offerings: The Department
of Botany offers course units for the Bachelor of
Science Degree and the Honours Degree in Botany
(formerly known as the Special Degree in Botany).
A modularised credit value system was introduced
in 2004. Subsequently, major curriculum revisions
were made at all levels in 2014 and 2015. In 2015,
a new degree programme, the Honours Degree in
Applied Science (Botany), was launched. Currently,
the department is collaborating with the Department of
Zoology to initiate an Honours Degree in Molecular
Biology and Biotechnology.

Namelof the Contribution to Teaching/Research/Administration
Contributor
Professor Theivendirarajah played a pivotal role in establishing graduate studies within the Faculty
of Science. He supervised two PhD and four MPhil students. His contributions to genetics and
Prof. K microbiology included numerous studies on the microbiology of palm juice fermentation, culminating
Theivendirarajah in his 2008 book, Palmyrah Palm — A Monograph.
Professor Theivendirarajah’s leadership in the Department of Botany at the University of Jaffna was
characterised by notable academic and administrative achievements.
-12- Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Prof. S. Kandiah

The late Prof. S. Kandiah had a long and distinguished research and academic career. In 1978, he
joined the Department of Botany as a Senior Lecturer and served as the Head of the Department from
1986 to 1989. He was later promoted to Associate Professor in Botany. An expert in crop physiology,
Prof. Kandiah utilized his extensive experience to experiment with new techniques tailored to the
needs of the region. He was particularly involved in research aimed at developing the full potential
of the Palmyra palm, in collaboration with the Palmyra Development Board.

Dr. A. Sivapalan

The late Dr. A. Sivapalan began his academic career as the first Head of the Department of Botany,
serving from 1974 to 1977. Renowned for his exceptional teaching skills, particularly in Plant
Pathology, Dr. A. Sivapalan laid a strong foundation for future scientific activities at the Department
of Botany, University of Jaffna. He authored numerous publications in collaboration with esteemed
researchers both locally and internationally.

Research and Scholarship:

Professional Recognition/Award/Prize/Certificate/Fellowship received

Name of Award Holder Name of Award Awarding Agency Year
Prof. K. Theivendirarajah Commonwealth Fellow University of Cambridge 1978-1979
Mrs. N. Ravimannan JNCASR-COSTED Fellowship CFTRI, Mysore 2000
Prof. E. C. Jeyaseelan Commonwealth Scholarship Commonwealth Scholar- 2012 22016

ship Commission, UK )
Prof. P. Sevvel PhD Studentship Award Queen’s University of 2004-2008
) Belfast, UK.

Award for outstanding poster presen-

tation IBMBB, Colombo 2010
Dr. (Mrs.) G. Rajkumar Outstanding poster presentation award | IBMBB, Colombo

at the international conference on fron- . 2009

tiers in molecular life sciences. UGC, Sri Lanka

Encouragement award Scientific committee of 2014

IRRC2S8 travel grant award: the international congress 2010

Research Interests and Publications

No. of Journal Publications in

Name of Staff Relevant Research Areas

Biochemistry
Plant Pathology
Molecular Biology /
Biotechnology y
Molecular Biology /
Molecular Bio-
chemistry
Microbiology
Plant Physiology
Others

Prof. K. Theivendirarajah 13 02
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Dr. A. Sivapalan

Prof. E. C. Jeyaseelan - 11 - - 14

Dr. (Mrs.) T.C. Jeyaseelan - 05 - - 09

Prof. P. Sevvel

Ms. N. Ravimannan 01 - -
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Books/Reports/Book Chapters/General Articles, etc.

. . Year of
Title Name of Author(s) Publisher Publication
Trees of Sri Lanka
P. Sevvel and Andra publishers 2019
N. Ravimannan
Foodborne diseases and food safety K. Niranjan Harikanan Pvt Ltd 2016
Plant Cell biology: Fundamentals E.C. Jeyaseelan Andra publishers 2022
Plant pathology E.C. Jeyaseelan Sangeetha publishers 2022
Book Chapter: Brinjal (Eggplant) in
. . . T.C. Jeyaseelan
Viral Diseases of Field and Y Academic Press, Elsevier 2024
Horticultural Crops E.C. Jeyaseelan
Principal weeds of Sri Lanka N. Ravimannan Lalitha graphics 2004
Spices N. Ravimannan Saravanah press 2004
. D. Asiri Nisansala
Pal h (B flabellif ’
4 myr’a ( orass'us abellifer ) G. Piraveena and Aarani publishers 2021
Nature’s gift for life R. Kapilan
Molecular Biology A practical Manual | Ranganathan Kapilan Aarani publishers 2019
Molecular Biology and Genetics Ranganathan Kapilan Biranavi publishers 2018
Plant Tissue Culture R Kapilan and U Mekala | Aarani publishers 2018
Transgenic plant - A Practical Approach | Ranganathan Kapilan Aarani publishers 2018
Biology of Cell Ranganathan Kapilan Aarani publishers 2016
Biostatistics for Biological Science Ranganathan Kapilan Aarani publishers 2016
Plant aquaporins Ranganathan Kapilan Aarani publishers 2015
Fungal Aquaporins Ranganathan Kapilan Aarani publishers 2015
Biostatistics Ranganathan Kapilan Smart publishers 2008
Applied Microbiology Ranganathan Kapilan Jeyasri publishers 2004
Biosystem technology P Sevvel and Educational Pu.bl.lcatlon
Grade 12 Text book G. Thirukk department, Ministry of 2012
rade . Thirukkumaran. Education
Research Projects
. . . . . Funding Amount
Title of Project Investigator(s) Project Period Agency Million LKR
'St.udy on Latex composmon and sap burn Dr.. (Ms.).N.. 2010-2011 | NSF Grant 20
injury of different varieties of mangoes Krishnapillai
Studies on postharvest treatments of Willard and Dr. (Ms.)N
Karuthakolumban Mangoes (Mangifera indica B SO 2009 -2011 | NRC Grant 2.9
. Krishnapillai
L.) in Jaftna.
Molecular characterization of begomoviruses
infecting okra varieties grown in different
locations in Sri Lanka and development of ;)er. Ss\ggé)nrr'c' 2015 UGC Grant 1.1
effective and eco-friendly approaches for its Y
management.
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National
. . . Dr. A. Vengadaramana Research
Bioethanol production from marine alga and Prof. R. Kapilan 2019 Council of 3.7
Sri Lanka
Identification and characterization of major National
pathogens in grape cultivation a.md improving Prof. E. C. Jeyaseelan 2021 Researf:h 50
the grape production by managing major dis- Council of
eases through ecofriendly control measure Sri Lanka
Research Collaborations
Name of Staff Collaborating
Institution

Prof. P. Sevvel and Prof. A.C. Thavaranjit

National water supply and drainage board

Prof. E.C. Jeyaseelan

Palmyra Research Institute, Sri Lanka

Challenges:

The department experienced significant growth in
teaching and research during its early years, reaching
its peak in the late 1980s. However, the civil war led to
the migration or departure of nearly all prominent staff
members, creating a severe shortage of faculty and
temporarily halting special degree programs. During this
period, the department also lost some of its infrastructural
facilities. For over six years, the department was
administered by the Dean of Science or staff from other
departments. In response, young probationary staff
members were recruited urgently, and were required
to complete their postgraduate studies swiftly and took
on the task of revitalizing the department. Despite
numerous challenges, the department has continued to
make substantial contributions to teaching, research,
and outreach activities.

Future Directions:

The department accommodates approximately 100
students annually for the Bachelor of Science degree,
15 to 20 students pursuing Honours Degrees, and 4
to 6 postgraduate research students. Additionally,

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

undergraduate research students from other departments
and faculties also utilize the department’s facilities for
their research projects.The Department of Botany is
well-equipped with substantial infrastructure, including
two large laboratories for undergraduate practicals,
specialized research labs for both undergraduate and
postgraduate students, and field-specific facilities
such as Molecular Biology, Microbiology, and Tissue
Culture labs. Additionally, the department boasts its
own library, herbarium collection, and a garden with
a glasshouse. Recently, the Molecular Biology lab has
been furnished with new equipment funded by staff
grants and departmental allocations. However, some
laboratories still face challenges due to insufficient
funds for equipment, such as spectrophotometers, air
conditioners for the Molecular Biology and Tissue
Culture labs, and advanced microscopes. To address
these issues, future upgrades are planned, contingent on
securing funds from various sources. The department
also aims to enhance its research capabilities through
collaborative projects with national and international
institutions. Furthermore, a herbal garden, initiated with
the help of BIOSOC, now features over 50 medicinal
plants, with ongoing efforts to label them appropriately.

-15-
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Heads of the Department of Botany since 1975

Dr. A. Sivapalan K. Theivendirarajah Dr. S. Kandiah Mrs. A. P. Arudchandran
1975-1977 1978 -1986 1986-1989 1991 -1992
1989 - 1991

b
Prof. K. Chitravadivelu Prof. K. Ganeshalingam Prof. R. Kumaravadivel Mrs. N. Ravimannan
1992 - 1996 1996 - 1997 1997 1998 - April 2011
1997 - 1998

Mrs. K. Niranjan Prof. P. Sevvel Prof. R. Kapilan Prof. E. C. Jeyaseelan
May 2011 - May 2017 May 2017 - August 2020 - October 2022 to date
August 2020 October 2022

-16- Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna



Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Staff Profile — Department of Botany

Academic Staff

Prof. R. Kapilan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MPhil (Jaffna)

PhD (Alberta, Canada)
Professor

Prof. P. Sevvel
BSc (Madras, India)
MSc (Madras, India)
PhD (Belfast, UK)

Professor

Prof. E. C. Jeyaseelan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

PhD (Reading,UK)
Professor

Prof. A. C. Thavaranjit
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MSc (Kelaniya)

Associate Professor

Mrs. N. Ravimannan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

MPhil (Peradeniya)
Senior Lecturer

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

Mrs. K. Niranjan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MPhil (Peradeniya)

Senior Lecturer

Dr. (Ms). N. Krishnapillai
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

MPhil (Peradeniya)

PhD (Peradeniya)

Senior Lecturer

Dr. (Mrs). G. Rajkumar
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD {Colombo)

Senior Lecturer

Dr. A. Vengadramana
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

MPhil (Jaffna)

PhD (Peradeniya)

Senior Lecturer

Dr. (Mrs). T. Jeyaseelan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD(Peradeniya)

Senior Lecturer
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Support Staff

Mr. P.T.J. Jashothan Mr. A.N. Jeevanarajah Ms. M. Sivabalasunthar
Staff Technical Officer Staff Technical Officer Staff Technical Officer Staff Technical Officer

Mr. T.. Jalagoban Mr. K. Pushpartnam Mr. B. Ragulan Mr. K. Vijayakumar
Technical Officer Laboratory Attendant Laboratory Attendant Laboratory Attendant

Mr. K. Kirubananthan Mr. K. Suren Mr. T.K. Jeyakumar Mr. A. Vijenthiran
Laboratory Attendant Laboratory Attendant Works Aide Works Aide

-18- Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FOSAA), University of Jaffna
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Department of Chemistry
University of Jaffna

1. Foundation and Establishment

The Department of Chemistry of the then Jaffna
Campus of University of Sri Lanka was founded
by taking over the Undergraduate Section
of Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai and absorbing
three of its staff members, two Assistant Lecturers
(Mr. K. Kumaraswamy and Mr. S. Kandiah) and one
Laboratory Attendant (Mr. S. Selvarajah), in October
1974. Dr. S. Mageswaran joined the Department
of Chemistry as the Founding Head on 19 May
1975, after serving at the then Peradeniya Campus
of University of Sri Lanka from 1966-1975. The
Department of Chemistry was functioning at the Jaffna
College, Vaddukoddai from 1975 to 1978 with limited
physical resources, such as inadequate laboratory
space, lack of necessary equipment and consumables
(glassware and chemicals) and scarce gas supply as
well as inadequacy in the provision of staff cadres.

2. Evolution and Growth

In 1978, the Department of Chemistry was shifted
to its present location at the Thirunelvely premises
and was temporarily housed in the Natural Science
Block. The shifting of the department eased the space
problem to a certain extent, but not completely. The
department functioned in make-shift laboratories in
the Natural Science Block and Physics Block without
the basic facilities like fume hoods, rooms for keeping
the instruments and storing chemicals and staff rooms.
Construction of the Chemistry Block commenced
in January 1980. The Department of Chemistry was
shifted to the Chemistry Block in 1984 soon after the
completion of the ground floor of the building. The
department lost one of its dedicated staff members,
Mr. M. Ariyaratnam (Staff Technical Officer) on 27
October 1987. In addition to his untimely demise due
to shelling, the department suffered heavy damage to
the Chemistry Block and loss of properties as a result
of the turmoil in the region from October-December
1987. Many equipment, glassware and furniture were
either lost or damaged beyond repair and certain
portions of the Chemistry Block were destroyed as a

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

result of shelling and bombing. Hence, the following
year was a period for repairs and rehabilitation to
the department. The Chemistry Block was handed
over to the department in late 1988 after repairing
the destroyed portions of the Chemistry Block and
completing the balance construction work of the
building. The Department of Chemistry recommenced
its functions in the same year in the Chemistry Block,
the building with state of the art lecture halls and
laboratories. The Chemistry Block was again severely
damaged during the mass exodus from 1995-1996
and almost all the office and laboratory equipment,
glassware, chemicals, books and many official records
were lost. While the department was slowly restoring
its activities on return of the staff members after 1996,
Professor S. Mageswaran (the founding Head of the
Department of Chemistry) died on 2 February 1998
due toillness. His untimely demise was an irreparable
loss to the department and in recognition of his
dedicated service the Chemistry Block was named as
“Mageswaran Block” on 28 March 1998 and memorial

lectures have been organised annually since 1999.

During the millennium era, the Department of
Chemistry benefitted from three mega projects of the
World Bank, namely IRQUE project, HETC project
and AHEAD Operation. In 2005, a competitive
Quality Enhancement Fund (QEF) of Rs. 77.3
Million was awarded to study programmes in the
physical science stream under the IRQUE project.
In 2012, another competitive Quality and Innovation
Grant (QIG) of Rs. 50 Million was won by the study
programmes in the physical science stream under
the HETC project. In 2019, the Department of
Chemistry secured Rs. 15 Million funding through
Enriching Learning, Teaching, Assessment and
English Language Skills Enhancement Development
Project (ELTA-ELSE DP) under the AHEAD
Operation. In addition, the department benefitted
from the ELTA-ELSE DP awarded to the Faculty
of Science and the Development Oriented Research
(DOR) grant awarded to the research team headed by
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Prof. K. Vignarooban, Department of Physics. The
above projects immensely helped the department
to enrich the teaching-learning and assessment
processes; improve the learning resources and student
support services; uplift the soft and hard skills of
students; and enhance research, innovation and
community engagement.

academic journey in 1975 under the able leadership
of Dr. S. Mageswaran. The history of recruitment
of academics and their periods of service at the
Department of Chemistry highlights the department’s
commitment to academic excellence and its continuous
efforts to attract and retain a diverse and talented pool
3. Strength and Quality of Staff ofacademics, despite the challenges of brain drain due

The Department of Chemistry commenced its to the civil unrest that prevailed until 20009.

From To
Name
Designation Year Year Designation
K. Kumaraswamy Assistant Lecturer October 1974 1978 Assistant Lecturer
S. Kandiah Assistant Lecturer October 1974 July 1990 Lecturer

Senior Professor of

S. Mageswaran Lecturer May 1975 February 1998 Chemistry
. Senior Professor of
R. Mageswaran Lecturer April 1976 September 2010 . .
Inorganic Chemistry

V. Pasupathy Lecturer July 1978 April 1989 Senior Lecturer
P. Thurairajan Professor of Chemistry August 1978 1979 Professor of Chemistry
V. Manivannan Assistant Lecturer 1979 1984 Assistant Lecturer
V. Sridharan Assistant Lecturer 1979 1984 Assistant Lecturer
S. Karunanithy Assistant Lecturer 1979 1984 Assistant Lecturer
V. Panchalingam Assistant Lecturer 1979 1984 Assistant Lecturer
V. Balakrishnan Assistant Lecturer 1979 1984 Assistant Lecturer

. Assistant Lecturer November 1980 June 2003 Senior Lecturer
N. Sivapalan . .

Senior Lecturer February 2007 October 2022 Senior Lecturer

M. V. Jesudason Senior Lecturer 1981 1986 Senior Lecturer
V. Arkley Senior Lecturer 1981 1984 Senior Lecturer

K. Somasundaram

Assistant Lecturer

November 1982

December 1996

Senior Lecturer

S. Sathiyabalan

(nee S. Sivapalan) Assistant Lecturer September 1985 1996 Senior Lecturer

R. Rajaratnam Assistant Lecturer 1985 1988 Assistant lecturer
T.J. Lewis Assistant Lecturer 1985 1988 Assistant Lecturer
S. Mohanadas Senior Lecturer June 1986 May 1990 Senior Lecturer

S. Saminathan Assistant Lecturer April 1989 September 1999 Senior Lecturer

J. Ratnam Assistant Lecturer April 1989 1993 Assistant Lecturer
M. A. Gnanarajan Assistant Lecturer April 1989 1995 Senior Lecturer

T. Ravishanker Assistant Lecturer January 1990 March 1996 Lecturer (Prob)

J. Nadarajah Assistant Lecturer May 1991 November 1995 Assistant Lecturer

S. Muhunthan Assistant Lecturer May 1991 August 1996 Lecturer (Prob)

T. Sothyruban Lecturer (Prob) November 1993 November 2001 Lecturer (Prob)

K. Ponnampalam Lecturer (Prob) November 1993 August 1998 Lecturer

V. Sarveswaran Lecturer (Prob) November 1993 August 1998 Lecturer

M. Senthilnanthanan Lecturer (Prob) October 1994 To date Professor of Chemistry

-20-
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S. Sangaralingam Lecturer (Prob) October 1994 April 1999 Lecturer (Prob)
N. Arumugam Lecturer (Prob) October 1994 May 1997 Lecturer (Prob)
R. Srikaran Lecturer (Prob) December 1996 To date Professor

R. Prabaharan Lecturer (Prob) December 1996 December 2002 Lecturer (Prob)
J. P. Jeyadevan Lecturer (Prob) December 1997 To date Professor

S. Somasundaram Lecturer (Prob) December 1997 July 2002 Lecturer

K. Arulraj Lecturer (Prob) June 1998 February 2004 Lecturer (Prob)
T. Manoranjan Lecturer (Prob) October 1999 To date Senior Lecturer
J. Prabagar .

(nee 1. Thiyagarajah) Lecturer (Prob) March 2001 To date Senior Lecturer
A. Ragavan Lecturer (Prob) March 2001 October 2007 Lecturer (Prob)
N. Kuganathan Lecturer (Prob) September 2002 November 2008 | Lecturer (Prob)
P. Iyngaran Lecturer (Prob) October 2002 To date Professor

P. Abiman Lecturer (Prob) October 2002 To date Professor

K. Velauthamurty Lecturer (Prob) April 2005 To date Professor

M. Anushya Lecturer (Prob) April 2005 May 2006 Lecturer (Prob)
G. Sashikesh Lecturer (Prob) August 2007 To date Professor

S. Rathiga Lecturer (Prob) November 2008 To date Senior Lecturer
(Sr;etoél. i Rasalingam) Lecturer (Prob) May 2010 To date Senior Lecturer
S. Selvakumar . Lecturer (Prob) May 2010 To date Senior Lecturer
(nee S.Nagenthiran)

A. Manjceevan Lecturer (Prob) August 2020 To date Senior Lecturer
R. Praveena Lecturer (Prob) February 2022 June 2023 Lecturer (Prob)
S. Raveena Lecturer (Prob) February 2022 April 2023 Lecturer (Prob)

At this juncture, it is noteworthy to mention the
invaluable assistance extended by the dedicated
non-academics (listed below) and academic
support staff for the smooth operation of the

department. These individuals have played
a crucial role in maintaining a conducive
environment in the department for academic,
research and outreach activities.

N From To
Designation Year Year Designation
S. Selvarajah Laboratory Attendant | October 1974 October 2003 Staff Technical Officer
K. Karunanantharajah Technical Officer June 1975 August 2003 ?ZE;E;CS;? g ficer
P. Jeyaratnam Laboratory Attendant | July 1976 November 2008 | Staff Technical Officer
S. Pathmanathan Laboratory Attendant | 1976 1978 Laboratory Attendant
M. Yogendran Laboratory Attendant | 1976 2012 Laboratory Attendant
P. Paranthaman Technical Officer 1977 1978 Technical Officer
M. Mahaluxmy Clerk 1977 1978 Clerk
J. C. Edward Technical Officer 1977 1978 Technical Officer
M. Ariyaratnam Technical Officer 1977 1987 Staff Technical Officer
A. Selvaratnam Laboratory Attendant | December 1978 | March 2010 Laboratory Attendant
Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna -21-
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N. Selvasingam Laboratory Attendant | March 1983 March 2017 Laboratory Attendant
S. Chandrasegaram Laboratory Attendant | July 1983 November 2014 | Laboratory Attendant
I. Navaratnarajah Laboratory Attendant | January 1984 May 2010 Laboratory Attendant
K. Kumarathasan Technical Officer April 1984 December 1998 | Technical Officer

N. Gnanakumaran Laboratory Technician | June 1984 1997 Technical Officer

N. Nagenthiran Labourer (Temp) September 1985 | June 1998 Labourer

K. Baskaran Laboratory Attendant | 1978 1987 Laboratory Attendant
N. Vijayaratnam Laboratory Attendant | February 1989 January 2014 Laboratory Attendant
A. Lakshman Technical Officer February 1990 To date Staff Technical Officer
R.Gnanakumaran Clerk May 1991 1997 Clerk

P. Uthayakumar Labourer May 1993 December 2021 | Labourer

A. Thaneeswaran Laboratory Attendant | November 1993 | August 2023 Laboratory Attendant
S. Nanthakumar Laboratory Attendant | November 1993 | February 2024 Laboratory Attendant
P. Saravanapavananthan | Laboratory Attendant | November 1994 | July 2006 Technical Officer

K. V. Raveenthirarajah Technical Officer May 1997 June 2013 Technical Officer

A. Thanikasalam Labourer July 1998 November 1999 | Labourer

M. Mukunthakumar Technical Officer August 1998 February 2009 Technical Officer

S. Sivalingam Labourer August 1999 May 2023 Labourer

S. Sabaratnam Clerk September 1999 | January 2008 Senior Staff Assistant
A. Thabesan Technical Officer December 2004 | To date "?"glfnical Officer

N. Nayantha Technical Officer December 2004 | To date Staff Technical Officer
M. Velauthampillai Laboratory Attendant | July 2007 March 2008 Laboratory Attendant
S. Umamageswary ggg%gﬁ;ﬂf“ca' April 2009 April 2013 iggﬁﬁr Applications
S. Satheesan Technical Officer November 2009 | To date Technical Officer

A. Saijuchijan Laboratory Attendant | October 2011 January 2016 Technical Officer

G. Kasippillai Technical Officer October 2011 January 2019 Technical Officer
P.Pewion Computer Applica- |y iy5g14 [ junesory | Computer Applications
V. Thanushan Labourer November 2014 | June 2015 Labourer

P. Vijendran Labourer November 2014 | June 2015 Labourer

G. Senthilnathan Technical Officer June 2015 To date Technical Officer

K. Aravinth Laboratory Attendant | June 2015 To date Laboratory Attendant
R. Kartheepan Laboratory Attendant | June 2015 March 2021 Technical Officer

K. Ithayakumaran Laboratory Attendant | June 2015 To date Technical Officer

W.J. Abiyooth Laboratory Attendant | June 2015 To date Laboratory Attendant
R. Arunpirasath Laboratory Attendant | June 2015 To date Laboratory Attendant
S. Thivas Laboratory Attendant | May 2017 To date Laboratory Attendant
M. Chithirangan Management Assistant | June 2018 To date Management Assistant
N. Manoranjan Laboratory Attendant | September 2018 | November 2021 | Technical Officer

R. Senthooran Technical Officer February 2020 To date Technical Officer
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T. Kogularaj Laboratory Attendant | August 2021 To date Laboratory Attendant
M. Sasikaran Laboratory Attendant | May 2023 To date Laboratory Attendant
S. Thaneshan Laboratory Attendant | May 2023 To date Laboratory Attendant
E. Donaldon Laboratory Attendant | May 2023 To date Laboratory Attendant

At this juncture, it is noteworthy to mention the
invaluable assistance extended by the dedicated non-
academics and academic support staff for the smooth
operation of the department. These individuals have
played a crucial role in maintaining a conducive
environment in the department for academic, research
and outreach activities.

4. Academic Programmes

In 1975, the University Grants Commission sent the
first batch of students to the Faculty of Science to
undertake the BSc study programme with Chemistry
as one of the subjects. The curriculum consisted of
course units and the students were assessed at the end
ofeach academic year. Only 27 students were allowed
to offer Chemistry in the first batch due to the acute
shortage of physical resources, such as laboratory
space, necessary equipment and consumables
(glassware and chemicals) and inadequate gas supply
at the Jaftna College, Vaddukoddai. The BSc with
specialisation in Chemistry degree programme was
introduced in 1977 and only five out of the 27 students
in the first batch were selected. In 1985, the structure
of degree programmes saw a transformation with
the introduction of the semester system, prompting
revisions in the curriculum, syllabus, and examination
regulations. This shift was part of a broader trend
towards modernization of the higher education system.
By 1993, further curriculum updates were introduced.
Subsequently, the Faculty of Science moved to a
credit-valued modularized course unit system under
the early 2000 reforms which brought flexibility and
avenue to introduce principal subjects; core, elective,
auxiliary and supplementary courses; inter-faculty
courses; and facility for joint honours degrees, etc.
During the above curriculum revisions, more attention
was given to the structure of the degree programmes
and evaluation processes in line with national and
international trends. During the period from 2013-
2015, the Chemistry curriculum was revised with
substantial improvements by incorporating modern
laboratory-based investigations in practical courses
and ICT based assignments to meet the ever-changing

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

challenges of the job market and industries. In 2020,
the curriculum of BScHons in Chemistry study
programme was further updated by introducing action
projects and industrial training. These efforts have
significantly enhanced the educational experience of
students.

Currently, the Department of Chemistry offers two
4-year degree programmes, namely BScHons in
Chemistry and BScHons in Applied Science degree
programmes. Additionally, the department contributes
to the 3-year BSc degree programme of the Faculty
of Science by offering Chemistry as a subject.
Initially, students are admitted by the University
Grants Commission to follow the 3-year BSc study
programme and if they have offered Chemistry as a
subject in the first two years, they will be considered
for the said two 4-year study programmes. The
selection for BScHons in Chemistry study programme
is done at the end of second year based on the students’
performance in the first four semesters. Similarly,
students are selected to pursue BScHons in Applied
Science study programme at the end of third year
based on their performance in the first five semesters.
The number of students enrolling to the BSc study
programme has gradually increased over the years and
at present a total of 350 students are offering Chemistry
as a subject at BSc degree level; 25 students are
pursuing BScHons in Chemistry study programme;
and another 25 are following BScHons in Applied
Science degree programme.

5. Contribution to Research and Scholarship
5.1 Research Interests

Since the inception of the Department of Chemistry,
the staff members have been engaged in research
activities in the fields of synthetic organic chemistry,
natural products chemistry, analytical chemistry,
physical organic chemistry and theoretical chemistry
in spite of their heavy teaching workload and limited
research facilities. The research focuses of the current
staff members, resulting in scholarly publications in
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high impact journals and contributing to the national
development, are Natural Products, Nanomaterials and
Energy Applications, Nanomaterials and Environment
related Applications, Hydrochemistry Materials,
Macromolecular Chemistry, Medicinal Chemistry,
Health related Research and Computational Chemistry

5.2 Postgraduate Research Supervision /
Co-supervision by Current Staff Members

Prof. (Mrs.) M. Senthilnanthanan has supervised or
co-supervised students for PhD, MPhil, and MSc
degrees, having completed the supervision of three
MPhil and four MSc students with one PhD, one
MPhil, and one MSc students are currently reading
for their degrees. Prof. J.P. Jeyadevan has successfully
supervised one MPhil student. Prof. K. Velauthamurty
has successfully supervised five MSc students and
three MPhil students are currently reading for their
degrees. Prof. P. Abiman successfully supervised one
MPhil student. Prof. R. Srikaran has guided three
MEd students to completion. Prof. G. Sashikesh has
overseen the completion of three MSc students and

two MPhil students are currently being guided by
him. Prof. P. [yngaran has successfully supervised one
MPhil and one MSc students. Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar
has guided two MSc students to completion and two
MPhil students are currently being guided by her. Dr.
(Mrs.) S. Yohi has supervised two MSc and one MPhil
students and one PhD student is currently reading for
her degree.

5.3 Research Collaborations

The department’s research capabilities have been
significantly enhanced through collaborations with
prestigious institutions worldwide. In the mid-1980s,
Prof. (Mrs.) R. Mageswaran and Dr. M. V. Jesudason
established collaborations with research scholars at
the University of Liverpool and University of Leeds
in the United Kingdom respectively. Presently,
individual staff members have engaged in collaborative
research with eminent scholars nationally as well as
internationally. These partnerships have facilitated
joint publications and resource sharing, significantly
advancing the department’s research profile.

Name of Staff Name of Collaborator

Collaborating Institution

Prof. S. Vigneswaran
Prof. V. Dhayalan

Prof. Balraju Palanisamy
Dr. G.R.A. Kumara

Dr. S. Srivijendran

Mr. S. Sarawanan

Prof. (Mrs.) M.
Senthilnanthanan

University of Technology Sydney, Australia
Western Norway University of Applied Sciences,
Norway

Coimbatore Institute of Technology, India
National Institute of Fundamental Studies, Kandy
Palmyrah Research Institute, Jaffna

National Water Supply & Drainage Board, Jaffna

Prof. R.M.G. Rajapaksae

Prof. K. Velauthamurty Dr. S. Srivijendran

University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya
Palmyrah Research Institute, Jaffna

Prof. P. Abiman Dr. N. Kuganathan

Imperial College London, UK

Prof. Alan C. Spivey

Prof. R. Srikaran Prof. Muralee Murugesu

Imperial College, UK
University of Ottawa, Canada

Dr. Nabanita Deb
Prof. Sayan Chatterjee
Dr. N. Kuganathan
Prof. T.P. Softley

Prof. G. Sashikesh

Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science,
India

Jadavpur University, India

Imperial College London, UK

University of Oxford, UK

Prof. P. Iyngaran Dr. N. Kuganathan

Imperial College London, UK

Prof. Alexander Chroneos

Dr. T. Manoranjan Dr. N. Kuganathan

University of Coventry, UK
Imperial College London, UK

dena

Dr. R.C.L. De Silva

Dr. S. Prabagar
Ms.Suganja Thuraisingam

Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar

Dr. Uthpala Apekshani Jayawar-

Open University of Sri Lanka
University of Kelaniya, Kelaniya
Industrial Technology Institute, Colombo

Palmyrah Research Institute, Jaffna
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Dr. (Mrs.) S. Yohi

Prof. R. Koodali
Prof. Z. Wang

Prof. V. Dhayalan
Dr. N. Balakrishnan
Dr. R. Yuvakkumar
Dr. T. Maiyalagan

University of South Dakota, USA

University of South Dakota, USA

Western Norway University of Applied Sciences,
Norway.

Keele University, UK

Alagappa University, India

SRM Institute of Science and Technology, Kat-
tankulathur, India

Dr. A. Manjceevan

Prof. J.M.S. Bandara
Dr. T. Maiyalagan

National Institute of Fundamental Studies, Kandy
SRM Institute of Science and Technology, Kat-
tankulathur, India

5.4 Research Grants

The staff members have been securing competitive
research grants at both national and international levels

and conducting extensive research studies.

Research Grants won by Current Staff Members

Professor (Mrs.) M. Senthilnanthanan

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

Rs. 0.8 Million from University of Jaftna for the
research project entitled “An assessment of water
quality on source waters and treated waters of
RO plants: A study on the Jaffna premises of the
University of Jaffna” carried out from 2022 to
2023; served as co-investigator

Rs. 5.0 Million from National Research Council
of Sri Lanka for the research project entitled
“Selected Transition metals and Nitrogen co-
doped TiO, electrode for DSSCs” being carried
out since 2021; serving as principal investigator

Rs. 0.8 Million from University of Jaftnha for the
research project entitled “Investigating the extent
of pollution and pollution sources in the Jaffna
lagoon of Sri Lanka” carried out from 2018 to
2019; served as principal investigator

Rs. 0.8 Million from University of Jaffna for the
research project entitled “Cost effective removal
of synthetic organics and heavy metals from
pesticides in aqueous phase using TiO, loaded
graphene oxide: A synergistic effect of adsorption
and degradation” carried out from 2017 to 2018;
served as co-investigator

Rs. 2.0 Million from University of Jaffna for
the research project entitled “Bioconversion of
organic waste and sustainable use of insects to
produce animal feed: An eco-friendly industrial
approach” carried out from 2016 to 2018; served
as co-investigator

Rs. 2.05 Million from International Union for
Conservation of Nature, Switzerland for the

research project entitled “Development of the
Socio-ecological profile of Jaffna lagoon”carried
out from 2014 to 2015; served as principal
investigator

Rs. 0.23 Million from University of Jaftna for
the research project entitled “Utilizing a novel
dye in Solid-state Dye-sensitized Solar Cell for
improving its performance” carried out from 2012
to 2013; served as principal investigator

Rs. 0.15 Million from University of Jaffna for
the research project entitled “Natural dyes as
Photosensitizers for Dye-sensitized Solid-state
Solar Cell” carried out from 2007 to 2008; served
as principal investigator

Professor. J. P. Jeyadevan

Rs. 2,399,197 from National Science Foundation,
Sri Lanka for the research project entitled
“Isolation and characterization of novel anti-
bacterial and anti-dipterans lead molecules from
medicinal plants” carried out in 2006; served as
co-investigator

Rs.100,000 from University of Jaffna for the
research project entitled “Antifungal activity
and phytochemical analysis of Lantana camera,

Mangiferaindica and Cassia alata” carried out in
2007

Rs. 1,705,321 from National Research Council, Sri
Lanka for the research project entitled “Isolation
and structure elucidation of new antifungal

compounds from plant sources” carried out in
2009

Professor K. Velauthamurty

Rs. 100,000 from the Ministry of Small Scale
Industries through Palmyrah Research Institute
for the research project entitled “Improve and
standardize the quality of Palmyrah jaggery”
carried out from 2013 to 2014
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Professor. P. Abiman

Grant from National Research Council, Sri
Lanka for the research project on “Modification
of Carbon Surfaces using Organic Substrates for
Advanced Materials and Heavy Metals Uptake”
carried out from 2012 to 2017; served as primary
investigator

Professor R. Srikaran

Scientific Research Grant for a research project
carried out in 2005

Professor G. Sashikesh

Rs. 0.6 Million from University of Jaffna for the
research project on “Green synthesis of Nano-
bio-pesticide against plant diseases in plant
protection” carried out from 2021 to 2022; served
as co-investigator

Rs. 161,500 from UBL of University of Jaffna
for the research project on “Development of
Cellulose Nano Crystal (CNC) reinforced
Bio-nanocomposite by employing Poly Lactic
Acid (PLA), Polyhydroxy butyrate (PHB) and
Thermoplastic Starch (TPS)” carried out from
2021 to 2023; served as co-investigator

Rs. 798,840 from University of Jaffna for the
research project on “Catalytic/Photocatalytic
Removal of Pollutant by Piezoelectric CuBi,0,
Material” carried out from 2021 to 2022; served
as co-investigator

Rs. 40 Million from DOR-STEM Project under
the AHEAD Operation for the research project
on “Development of Novel Electrolyte and
Electrode Materials for Secondary Sodium ion
and Magnesium ion Batteries” carried out from

2019 to 2022; served as co-investigator

Conference Travel Grant from University of
Jaffna to present research paper at an International
Conference in India in 2019

Rs. 799,600 from University of Jaffna for the
research project on “Adsorption of a selected
pesticide from the groundwater near agricultural
area in Jaffna Peninsula using the Palmyrah
(Borassus flabellifer) kernel shell activated
charcoal” carried out from 2018 to 2019
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Rs. 499,750 from University of Jaffna for the
research project on “Analysis of nutritional values
of haustorium of Palmyrah (Borassus flabellifer)
seed and introduce the new haustorium product
into the global market” carried out from 2015 to
2017; served as principal investigator

Rs. 499,900 from University of Jaffna for the
research project on “Visible light induced
hydrogen production using dye sensitized TiO,
materials: A comparison between natural and
synthetic dyes” carried out from 2015 to 2016;
served as co-investigator

Professor P. [yngaran

Grant from National Research Council, Sri Lanka
for the research project on “Modification of Carbon
Surfaces using Organic Substrates for Advanced
Materials and Heavy Metals Uptake™ carried out
from 2012 to 2017; served as co-supervisor

Grant to meet the student’s maintenance cost from
WaSo project for the research project on “Green
synthesis of silver nanoparticles from leaves and
seeds of Moringa oleifera and its photocatalytic
and antimicrobial activities”; served as supervisor

Grant from University of Jaffna for a research
project on ‘““Removal of heavy metal using
Carbon-based material” carried out in 2021;
served as Co-investigator.

Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar

Rs. 990,600 from University of Jaffna for the
research project entitled “Impact of water
quality parameters on Chronic Kidney Disease of
unknown etiology (CKDu): A quantitative study
using selected well water samples in Northern
Province”, 2016; served as principal investigator

Rs. 0.5 Million from University of Jaftha for the
research project entitled “Efficiency of bacterial
degradation on used oil contaminated sites”, 2015;
served as principal investigator

Dr. (Mrs.) R. Senthooran

Evans fund from University of Canterbury, New
Zealand to participate in the 8th Australasian
Symposium on lonic liquids in Australia in 2018.

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Yohi

Travel Grant of Rs. 9,000 from University Grants
Commission of Sri Lanka to present research

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna



Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

paper at the International Conference Solar Asia
in Kandy in 2018

*  Travel GrantofRs. 75,000 from University Grants
Commission of Sri Lanka to present research paper
at the International Conference on Nano Science
and Technology in Japan in 2017

* Rs. 0.8 Million from University of Jaffna for
the research project entitled “Improving charge
transport in hybrid TiO,/P3HT solar cells using
novel Ruthenium-based dyes as interface
modifiers” carried out in 2017; served as co-
investigator

* Rs. 0.8 Million from University of Jaftna for the
research project entitled “Cost-effective removal
of synthetic organics (SOCs) and heavy metals
from pesticides in aqueous phase using TiO,
loaded graphene oxide: A synergistic effect of
adsorption and degradation” carried out in 2017,
served as principal investigator

*  Travel Grant of Rs. 20,000 from University Grants
Commission of Sri Lanka to present research paper
at the International Conference on NanoScience
and NanoTechnology in Colombo in 2016.

* Travel Grant of Rs. 100, 000 from University
Grants Commission of Sri Lanka to present
research paper at the International Conference
on Nano Science and Technology in Singapore
in2016

* Rs. 499,900 from University of Jaffna for the
research project on “Visible light induced
hydrogen production using dye sensitized TiO2
materials: A comparison between natural and
synthetic dyes” carried out from 2015 to 2016;
served as principal investigator

* Grant from University of South Dakota for
the research project on “Facile Method for
the Preparation of Cobalt Titanate (CoTiO,)
Nanomaterials: Effective Photocatalysts for Solar
Energy Conversion” carried out from 2014 to 2015

*  Grant from University of South Dakota for the
research project on “Photocatalytic degradation of
phenol over titania-silica mixed oxide materials”
carried out from 2012 to 2013

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Selvakumar

*  Grant from University of Jaffna for a research
project carried out in 2021

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

Dr. A. Manjceevan

* Rs. 798,840 from University of Jaffna for the
research project on “Catalytic/Photocatalytic
Removal of Pollutant by Piezoelectric CuBi,0,
Material” carried out from 2021 to 2022; served
as principal investigator

* Rs. 0.4 Million from South Eastern University of
Sri Lanka for the research project on “Synthesis and
Characterization of Quantum Dots to Degradation
of the Organic Pollutants” carried out from 2018
t0 2020

5.5 Patent

A patent titled “UV Decomposable Molecules and a
Photopatternable Monomolecular Film formed there
from” was awarded on 20 January 2009, under Patent
No. US 7479,362 B2 in the United States. The patent
was granted to multiple applicants, including Hitoshi
Fukushima, Hiroshi Takiguchi, Tatsuya Shimoda,
Takashi Masuda, Richard James Bushby, Stephan
Evans, J P Jeyadevan, and Kevin Critchley.

5.6 Research Awards, Fellowships and Scholarships

The academics of the Department of Chemistry
have been recognised nationally and internationally
for their research excellence, and have garnered
numerous prestigious research awards, including
President’s Awards and NRC Merit Awards for
scientific publications, fellowships and scholarships.

Research Awards received by Current Staff
Members

Professor (Mrs.) M. Senthilnanthanan

*  SUSRED Award for supervision of MPhil research
on “Storage of solar energy by heterostructured
Carbon/Silver-Metal oxides/Tin sulphide
photocapacitors”, awarded by National Science
Foundation, Sri Lanka in 2023

* SUSRED Award for supervision of MPhil
research on “Enhancing the performance of Dye-
Sensitized Solar Cells through doping / co-doping
TiO, electrodes”, awarded by National Science
Foundation, Sri Lanka in 2023

*  Merit Award for scientific publication, awarded
by National Research Council, Sri Lanka in 2012

Professor K. Velauthamurty

President’s Awards for scientific publication,
awarded by the Government of Sri Lanka in 2009
and 2010.
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* Best solution oriented Thesis Award for
supervision of the research project, awarded by
the University of Jaffna in 2016

* Best Academic Researcher Award, awarded by
the Association of Scientist’s Developers and
Faculties, India in 2015

Prof. R. Srikaran

» First Prize in the poster competition, awarded
at the EPSRC/GSK Combinatorial Chemistry
Dissemination Events held at Stevanage, UK in
2001

* Merit Award for scientific publication in
SYNLETT, awarded by National Research
Council, Sri Lanka in 2013.

Prof. G. Sashikesh

* Excellence in Reviewing Award in recognition of
an outstanding contribution to the quality of Open
Science Journal in 2019

*  Merit Award for scientific research publication,
awarded by National Research Council, Sri Lanka
in 2021

* Merit Award for inter-university chemistry
competition, awarded by Royal Society of
Chemistry, Sri Lanka in 2006

Professor P. Iyngaran

*  Merit Award for scientific research publications,
awarded by National Research Council, Sri Lanka
in2021

Dr. (Mrs). J. Prabagar

*  Bestsolution oriented Thesis Award for supervision
of the research project on “Micro remediation of
used oil (petroleum hydrocarbon) contaminated
groundwater”, awarded by University of Jaffna
in2016

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Yohi

»  Student Honorary Award, awarded by International
Precious Metals Institute in 2014

* Finalist in the national graduate student poster
competition held at the Women in Clean Energy
Symposium, awarded by Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) Campus in 2013.

*  Young Scientist Award, awarded at the

International Conference on Chemical Sciences
-08-

held in Colombo, Sri Lanka in 2012.

*  Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award, awarded
by University of South Dakota, USAin 2011 and
2012.

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Selvakumar

e Best Presentation Award, awarded at the
International Conference on Nano Science and
Technology in 2016

Dr. A. Manjceevan

* Presidential Award for scientific research
publication, awarded by the Government of Sri
Lanka in 2018

*  Merit Awards for scientific research publications,
awarded by National Research Council, Sri Lanka
in2019 and 2021

Research Fellowships received by Current Staff
Members

Professor (Mrs.) M. Senthilnanthanan

*  Australia Awards Fellowship to acquire training
on sustainable groundwater management through
integrated water management hosted by the
International Water Centre, Australia, from
Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade, Australia
in 2016.

* Endeavour Research Fellowship to undertake
a postdoctoral research programme at the
University of Technology Sydney, Australia, from
Department of Education, Science & Training,
Australia in 2008.

*  ACUTitular Fellowship toundertake a postdoctoral
research programme at the University of Oxford,
UK, from the Association of Commonwealth
Universities, UK in 2008.

Prof. G. Sashikesh

* Post-doctoral Fellowship to acquire training on
strategic planning, academic development and
research collaboration at University of Bergen,
Norway under the Water and Society project in
2019

Professor P. [yngaran

»  Post-doctoral Fellowship to acquire training on
strategic planning, academic development and
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research collaboration at University of Bergen,
Norway under the Water and Society project in
2019

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Yohi

* Post-doctoral Research Assistantship from
University of South Dakota, USA from 2021 to
2022

Scholarships received by Current Staff Members
Professor (Mrs.) M. Senthilnanthanan

* Overseas Research Students Award and Tetley
and Lupton Scholarship to pursue PhD degree at
the University of Leeds, UK from 1996 to 2000

Professor J.P. Jeyadevan

*  Overseas Research Students Award to pursue PhD
degree at the University of Liverpool, UK from
1999 to 2003

Professor K. Velauthamurty

*  Scholarship to pursue split PhD degree between
University of Liverpool, UK and University of
Peradeniya, Sri Lanka from 2006 to 2010 under
the IRQUE project funded by World Bank

Professor P. Abiman

»  Dorothy Hodgkin Postgraduate Award to pursue
PhD degree at the University of Oxford, UK from

2005 to 2009
Professor R. Srikaran

*  Overseas Research Students Award to pursue PhD
degree at the University of Sheffield, UK from
1998 to 2002

Professor G. Sashikesh

* Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation
Scholarship, awarded by the Government of India
in 2019

* Perkin Research Studentship and Clarendon
Scholarship to pursue PhD degree at the University
of Oxford, UK from 2007 to 2011

Professor P. Iyngaran

* Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation
Scholarship, awarded by the Government of India
in 2019

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

*  Cambridge Commonwealth Award to pursue PhD
degree at the University of Cambridge, UK from
2003 to 2009

Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar

* Clarendon Fund to pursue DPhil degree at the
University of Oxford, UK from 2001 to 2005

Dr. (Mrs.) R. Senthooran

* Postgraduate Research Grant from University
Grants Commission of Sri Lanka and PhD
Research Scholarship from University of
Canterbury, New Zealand to pursue PhD degree
at the University of Canterbury, New Zealand
from 2017 to 2020

*  Doctoral Publication Scholarship, awarded by UC
Foundation in 2020

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Yohi

» Research Assistantship to read for PhD degree at
the University of South Dakota, UK from 2010
to 2015

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Selvakumar

»  Scholarship to pursue PhD degree at the University
of Colombo, Sri Lanka from 2013 to 2018. under
the HETC project funded by World Bank

Dr. A. Manjceevan

* Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation
Scholarship, awarded by the Government of
India in 2018

5.7 Dissemination of Knowledge

Books / Book Chapters written by Current Staff
Members

»  Chapter on “Removal of Metsulfuron Methyl —
A sulfonylurea herbicide by Fenton’s oxidation
and photocatalysis”, by J. M. Abdul, D. P. Ho,
M. Senthilnanthanan, S. Vigneswaran and J.
Kandasamy in Environmental Pollution: Ecology
and Human Health, 2012

*  Chapter on “Sustainability using solar energy:
Present and future”, by Mahoney, L., Rasalingam,
S., Naasz, H., and Koodali, T. R. in Teaching and
Learning about Sustainability, 2015

» Chapter on “Dye-sensitized and doped TiO,
mesoporous materials for visible light induced

photocatalytic hydrogen evolution”, by Mahoney,
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L., Rasalingam, S. and Koodali, T. R. in Surface
Chemistry for Photocatalysis, 2015

*  “Transition metal dichalcogenide (TMD)
nanocomposites for environmental remediation
application over extended solar irradiation in
Nanocatalysts”, by Shanmugaratnam, S. and
Rasalingam, S., IntechOpen, 2018

»  Chapter on “Hydrogen Energy”, by Rasalingam,
S. in Introduction to Clean Energy Technologies,
2018

*  Chapter on “Bioenergy”, by B. Ketheesan and M.
Senthilnanthanan in Introduction to Clean Energy
Technologies, 2018

*  “Quantum-Dot-based Photoelectrochemical
Biosensors: Principles, Fabrication, and
Applications”, by Manjceevan, A., Cham:
Springer International Publishing, 2021

* “Role of bionanomaterials for environmental
remediation”, by Manjceevan, A. and
Velauthamurty, K., IOP Publishing, UK, 2021

*  “Sources of Green Nanomaterials”, by
Manjceevan, A. and Velauthamurty, K., Jenny
Stanford Publishing, Taylor & Francis Group,
2022

*  “Role and Significance of Nanobiosensors for
Environmental Remediation”, by
Manjceevan, A., and Velauthamurty, K., Cham:
Springer International Publishing, 2022

*  “Metal-Organic Frameworks in Heterogeneous
Catalysis”, by Manjceevan, A. and Velauthamurty,
K., CRC Press, 2023

General Articles written by Current Staff Members

*  “Introduction to combinatorial chemistry”, by
Srikaran, R. in Chemisphere, 2005/2006

*  “Biofuels as an alternative for a greener future”,
by Srikaran, R. in Proceedings of Jaffna Science
Association, 2017

*  “Nanotechnology”, by Rasalingam, S. in Pirayoga
Vingnana Sudar, 2018

e “COVID-19 and Sustainable Development Goals:
A Challenge or an Opportunity”, by P. [yngaran
in Pirayoga Vingnana Sudar, 2019

*  “Calciumion migration in wollastonite mineral”,
by M. S. Nimasha and G. Sashikesh in Chemsoc
News Magazine, 2019/2020
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*  “Hydrogen energy: Sustainable energy source”,
by Yohi, S. in Pirayoga Vingnana Sudar, 2020

*  “Solid waste management”, by G. Sashikesh in
Pirayoga Vingnana Sudar, 2020

e “COVID-19 Pandemic: Measures for Safe
Travel”, by P. Iyngaran in Valampuri Newspaper,
2020

*  “Chemical Linguistics: For a New Dimension
in Computational Chemistry”, by P. Iyngaran in
ChemSoc News, 2020

*  “Solid Waste: Time to Convert Them into Valuable
Resources”, by P. Iyngaran in Kalaikathir
Newspaper, 2021

e “Mask or no mask for COVID-19”, by A.
Manjceevan and K. Velauthamurty in Chemisphere
Magazine, 2021

6. Contribution to Institutional Development by the
Current Staff Members

Among the numerous contributions to institutional
development by the current academic staff members of
the Department of Chemistry, only the most impactful
are highlighted here to underscore their significance.

Prof. M. Senthilnanthanan has held significant
leadership roles, including Head of the Department of
Chemistry and Director of various Centres focusing on
quality assurance and gender equity & equality, and
has been involved in World Bank-funded projects such
as IRQUE, HETC and AHEAD Operation. Prof. J. P.
Jeyadevan served as Dean of the Faculty of Science,
and is enhancing educational quality through various
administrative roles. Prof. K. Velauthamurty is the
present Head of the Department and has served as
Proctor of the University, and participated in quality
assurance activities. Former Heads of the Department,
including Prof. P. Abiman, Prof. R. Srikaran, and Prof.
P. Iyngaran, contributed to research, career guidance,
and youth engagement. Dr. T. Manoranjan also served
as a former Head and student counsellor. Other notable
staff members include Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar, who
has contributed to academic evaluations, and Dr.
(Mrs.) R. Senthooran, who has coordinated the BSc
in Applied Science degree programme. Dr. (Mrs.) S.
Yohi has served as postdoctoral Research Assistant,
supervising research students and participating in
health and safety committees during the pandemic.
Dr. (Mrs). S. Selvakumar is currently serving as the
Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Senior Treasurer of Chemical Society and previously
served as a member of the Web & IT Committee. Dr.
A. Manjceevan is currently overseeing the BSc Hons
in Applied Science degree programme and has held
multiple roles, including Deputy Proctor and Student
Counselor.

7. Engagement in Qutreach Activities

* In the 1980s, the staff members helped the Sri
Lanka Institute of Distance Education to conduct
chemistry courses.

*  Since 1980, many staff members have engaged in
the scrutiny of the G.C.E.(A/L) Examinations in
Chemistry by serving as Chief Examiners in the
marking of answer scripts.

*  During the 1980s, the Department of Chemistry
provided analytical and consultancy services to the
local industries (Yarlco Ltd., Bharmini Crusher,
Samacon Ltd., etc.), Palmyrah Development
Board, CEYNOR, Jaffna branch of Water Supply
& Drainage Board, Department of Agriculture
Research Centre at Kilinochchi, Jaffna Municipal
Council and Nallur MPCS.

* An educational DVD on laboratory-based
experiments in G.C.E(A/L) Chemistry New
syllabus (2012 and after) was developed in
collaboration with Department of Education,
Northern Province and distributed to schools.

* Since 2018, a few academics of the department
are engaged in the external review of study
programmes offered by state universities. These
reviews are conducted by the Quality Assurance
Council of UGC.

* Anevidence-based research study on “Quality of
Education in the Northern Province of Sri Lanka™
was conducted by the Ministry of Education,
Cultural Affairs, Sports & Youth Affairs of
Northern Province in 2018. A team headed by
Prof. M. Senthilnanthanan contributed to this
study by assessing laboratory based training at
schools in the Northern Province.

* An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
report for the proposed project on “Potable Water
Supply to the Jaffna Peninsula by developing
Water Resources in Vadamaradchchi Lagoon”

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

was submitted to the Governor of Northern
Province in 2019. Prof. M. Senthilnanthanan
contributed to the preparation of the said EIA
report.

* Chemical Society organised a Session on
Chemistry Experiments to the G.C.E.(A/L)
students of Mullaitivu Vidyananda College on
20 February 2020.

*  Chemical Society, in collaboration with AIESEC,
hosted an awareness programme for school
children on UN Sustainable Development Goals
in March 2020.

*  Department of Chemistry actively contributed
to the “Science Education for Bright Future”
programme organised by the Faculty of Science
in 2020.

*  Chemical Society, in collaboration with Coca-cola
beverages, organized a promotion programme on
recycling of used PET bottles on 15 September
2020.

*  Chemical Society organized a beach clean-up
programme on 21 March 2021 as part of'its social
responsibility initiatives. The event was arranged
in close collaboration with the youth of Jaftna
and witnessed participation of a large number of
volunteers. During the beach clean-up programme
at Pannai in Jaffna, the volunteers collected waste,
sorted them into categories like plastic, polythene,
and biodegradable materials and handed over
them at the recycling facility.

8. Notable Achievements

8.1 ELTA-ELSE Development Project under
AHEAD Operation

In 2019, the Department of Chemistry secured a
competitive grant of LKR 15 million under the
ELTA-ELSE DP of the World Bank funded AHEAD
Operation. A Project Team consisting of a Project
Coordinator (Prof. M. Senthilnanthanan) and Activity
Coordinators (Prof. G. Sashikesh, Dr. S. Yohi, and
Dr. J. Prabagar) successfully executed the project
activities. The project focused on improving the
intellectual and professional capabilities of graduates
by targeting the following areas: English language
proficiency, digital-based teaching-learning strategies,
laboratory-based research and socioemotional skills
development and graduate employability.

With the view of providing a supportive learning
environment for the students to develop their
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communication skills in English, a UoJ English
Speakers Club was established and subject specific
activities such as dialogues, debates, poster, speech
and drama competitions were organised. This
improved English communication skills and promoted
self-confidence, leadership and teamwork qualities
among students.

Further, a Computer Laboratory consisting of 25 PCs
with internet connectivity and ChemDraw software
was established in the department to facilitate
self-learning. In order to promote digital-based
Teaching and learning (T-L) processes, the learning
environment was upgraded with relevant tools and
staff and students were trained on handling the same.
Asaresult, blended T-L and assessment strategies are
being widely practiced now.

Performing quality research was encouraged among
staff and students through training on research conduct
and advanced analytical techniques and upgrading
research laboratories which have improved the quality
and quantity of scholarly publications.

To impart socioemotional skills, a new course unit on
Action Project was incorporated into the curriculum of
BScHons in Chemistry degree programme with effect
from 2019/2020 academic year. Simultaneously, the
revitalized UoJ Chemical Society and the recently
established UoJ English Speakers Club have also
implemented several action projects.

To expand our students’ horizons in developing
career paths by interacting and networking with
related industries, institutions, business enterprises
and academia, an integrated graduate web portal was
developed. Further, a new course unit on Industrial
Training was incorporated into the curriculum of
BScHons in Chemistry degree programme with effect
from 2019/2020 academic year.

8.2 Students’ Achievements
8.2.1 At National Level

* A Team consisting of Mr. S. Mathusan, Mr. A. L.
P. Wijayawardhana, Ms. Thilini Madhushanika,
Ms. Achini Senanayake, Mr. Dumindu Sankalpa,
Mr. A. Jenevan Irranious, Ms. S. Shanika, and Ms.
Pirunthini Maheswaran won the first place at the
inter-university debate competitions conducted by
the Institute of Chemistry, Ceylonin 2017,2018,
2019 and 2022.

* A Team consisting of Mr. S. Sivanujan, Ms.
Sumudu Nimasha, Ms. Janya Lumbini, Ms.
Achini Senanayake, Mr. Dumindu Sankalpa, Mr.
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A. Jenevan Irranious, Ms. S. Shanika, and Mr.
S. Mathusan won the second place at the inter-
university debate competition conducted by the
Institute of Chemistry, Ceylon in 2020.

*  Mr. Chinthaka Thennakoon became first in the
island-wide inter-university research competition
conducted by the Sri Lankan section of the Royal
Society of Chemistry, UK and won a gold medal
in 2021.

* Mr. S. Sivanujan received the best Research
Award for the work entitled “Secondary and Super
Secondary structure of Perfusion conformation of
spike protein of SARS-CoV-2: A computational
structure profiling” under computing and
informatic track of the fifth International Research
conference organized by the Uwa Wellassa
University of Sri lanka in 2021.

e ATeam consisting of Mr. S. Mathusan, Mr. N. S. L.
Bandara, Mr. A. I. P. Wijayawardhana, Ms. Thilini
Madushika, and Ms. Pirunthini Maheswaran won
the first place at the inter-university chemistry quiz
competition among undergraduates organized by
the Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement of
Science (SLASS) in 2022.

*  Mr. S. Mathushan got the award for best extended
abstract paper under the Renewable Energies,
Resource Recovery and Upcycling Session of
the ChemEIcon Conference organized by the
Department of Chemical and Process Engineering
of University of Moratuwa in 2024.

8.2.2 At International Level

During the period from 2016 to 2021, two of the
outstanding students pursuing BScHons in Chemistry
degree programme were given the opportunity to
carryout research at the advanced laboratories of the
University of Agder, Norway for three months under a
scholarship programme. The students who benefitted
from this initiative are listed below:

2016  Miss Razeek Fathima Rifla
Miss Janupriya Sugumar

2017  Miss Shanmugaratnam Sivagowry
Miss Kanthasamy Karthikayini

2018  Miss Praveena Raveendran
Miss Hathurusinghage Ayona Lakshani
Fernando

2020  Miss Pathmanathan Sivarukshi
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Mr. Kengatharan Thajeevan

2021  Miss Sukumar Raveena

9. Chemical Society of University of Jaffna

Chemical Society, which was established in 1980,
is one of the most active students’ societies in the

University of Jaffna. The Patron of the society

is the Head of the Department and one of the Senior
Lecturers from the Department of Chemistry serves as
the Senior Treasurer of the society. The membership

consists of students offering Chemistry as a subject.

Some key activities of the Chemical Society are given
below:

Organising annual inter-level quiz contest among
the undergraduates offering Chemistry as a
subject to improve their communication skills
and knowledge in Chemistry; the contest is being
organised in memory of the Late Professor S.
Mageswaran since 1998;

Organising annual inter-level debate competition
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among the undergraduates to improve their
leadership skills, teamwork ability and English
proficiency. This further provides a platform to
enhance creative thinking;

Organising frequent guest lectures on recent
advances in science and technology for the benefit
of the students;

Conducted a poster competition among the Level
3M students specializing in Chemistry in 2022 to
improve their writing skills in English;

Organised an inter-school quiz competition

among the school students in the Jaffna district
on 21 July 2021, in collaboration with SLAAS;

Releasing “Chemisphere”, the magazine of
Chemical Society, since 2005;

Releasing “ChemSoc News”, the newsletter of
Chemical Society; and

Conducting action projects and outreach activities
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Heads of the Department of Chemistry since 1975

Dr. S. Mageswaran

1975 -1978

ek
Y 2

Prof. (Mrs.) R. Mageswaran
1987 - 1988
1991 -1995
1998 -2003
2006 2007

Dr. J. P. Jeyadevan
2010-2013
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Prof. P. Thurairajan

1978 -1979

Prof. S. Mageswaran
1979 - 1987
1988 - 1991

Dr. V. Pasupathy
1987 (Actg.)

/l

Dr. N. Sivapalan
1996 - 1998

Dr. (Mrs.) . Senthilnanthanan
2003 - 2006
2007 (Actg.)

9

Dr. T. Manoranjan

2013 -2016

Dr. P. Abiman
2016 -2017 (Actg.)
2017 - 2020

Prof. P. Iyngaran
2020 - 2023

Prof. K. Velauthamurty
2023 - to date

Dr. R. Srikaran
2007 - 2010

Prof. J. P. Jeyadevan
2017
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Staff Profile — Department of Chemistry
Academic Staff

Prof. (Mrs.) M. Senthilnanthanan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD (Leeds, UK)

Chair Professor

Prof. 1.P. Jeyadevan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD (Liverpoel, UK)

Professor

Prof. K. Velauthamurty
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

PhD (Peradeniya)

Professor

Prof. P. Abiman
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
DPhil (Oxford, UK)

Professor

Prof. R. Srikaran
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD (Sheffield, UK)

Professor

Prof. G. Sashikesh
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
DPhil (Oxford, UK)

Professor

Prof. P. lyngaran
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD (Cambridge, UK)
Professor

Dr. T. Manoranjan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD (Peradeniya)
Senior Lecturer
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Dr. (Mrs.) J. Prabagar
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

DPhil (Oxford, UK)

Senior Lecturer

Dr. (Mrs.) R. Senthooran
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

MPhil (Peradeniya)

PhD (Canterbury, New Zealand)
Senior Lecturer

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Yohi
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

MS (South Dakota, USA)
PhD (South Dakota, USA)
Senior Lecturer

Dr. (Mrs.) S. Selvakumar
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

PhD (Colombo)

Senior Lecturer

Dr. A. Manjceevan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MSc (Peradeniya)
PhD (Peradeniya)
Senior Lecturer
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Support Staff

Mr. A. Lakshman
Staff Technical Officer

Mr. A. Thabesan
Staff Technical Officer

Mrs. N. Yogenthiram
Staff Technical Officer

Mr. S. Satheesan
Technical Officer

Mr. G. Senthilnathan
Technical Officer

Mrs. R. Senthooran
Technical Officer

Mr. T. Kogularaj
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. M. Sasikaran
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. K. Ithayakumaran
Technical Officer

Mr. M. Chithirangan
Management Assistant

Mr. W. J. Abiyooth
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. K. Aravinth
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. R. Arunpirasath
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. S. Thivas
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. E. Donaldon
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. S. Thaneshan
Laboratory Attendant
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Department of Computer Science (DCS)
University of Jaffna

About DCS

Recognising the essential need for computer
education for everyone, and the importance of deeper
knowledge in Computer Science, especially for
science students aiming for better future opportunities,
the Department of Computer Science was established
in early 1991 within the Faculty of Science. This
initiative introduced Computer Science as a subject for
students in the Faculty of Science, thanks to the tireless
efforts of Professor K. Kunaratnam, Senior Professor
of Physics, with Mr. S. Kanaganathan, the then Head
of Computer Unit and Senior Lecturer (Department
of Mathematics and Statistics) who was involved
in writing the initial proposal for the creation of the
Department. Their efforts were morally supported
by Professor S. Mageswaran, Senior Professor of
Chemistry, and a few other staft members of the faculty
who had a long-term vision.

The department began its operations on the ground
floor of the Mathematics Block, under the leadership
of Professor K. Kunaratnam himself, along with three
permanent staff members who were transferred from
the Department of Mathematics and Statistics. The
then Head of the Department of Mathematics and
Statistics, Mr. P. Makinan, deserves special mention
for his wholehearted agreement to transfer three
academic staff members—one senior lecturer (Mr.
S. Kanaganathan) and two probationary lecturers
(Messrs. S. Mahesan and M. Umasuthan)—and for
allowing the new department to operate on the ground
floor of the Mathematics Block. Mr. S. Kanaganathan
developed the initial curriculum for Computer
Science.

A computer laboratory was established with five
IBM-compatible personal computers. The first batch of
the thirty-odd students, chosen through a competitive
selection examination, shared these five computers
for learning and doing practical work during their
free time. The laboratory was gradually equipped over
the years since 1992, along with a reference section
with a good collection of Computer Science books.
Unfortunately, all the laboratory equipment and books
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were found missing when we returned after the mass
exodus that occurred in October/November 1995. The
process of re-equipping the laboratory and collecting
books had to start from scratch in 1996 after returning
to the main campus after the exodus.

At the beginning, while Mr. S. Mahesan and
Mr. M. Umasuthan were abroad on study leave,
Mr. S. Kanaganathan, the only senior staff member
teaching Computer Science, took on the responsibility
of conducting most of the lectures for the first batch
of undergraduates. Dr. S. Mahesan returned in June
1992 after successfully completing his research degree
in Computer Science at the University of Wales, UK,
and since then, he has shared the workload with Mr.
S. Kanaganathan. Two more staff members to the post
of Lecturer (Probationary) Mrs. S. Sriranjan and Mr.
S. Kannan were appointed in November 1993 and
October 1994 respectively, and Dr. S. Kanaganathan
obtained his Doctoral Degree from the University of
Jaffna, awarded in 1997.

After being displaced along with the public
in Valikamam area, we managed to conduct the
final year examinations in the interest of students
in Chavakacheri Hindu College and in Vavuniya
campus. We were able to return to the main campus
only in May 1996, and had to work with a few staff
members for a significant period of time. Dr. S.
Kanaganathan went on sabbatical leave in February
1997, and returned in mid-June 1998. Mr. S. Kannan
went on study leave in August 1997 and returned in
September 1998 after qualifying in a Postgraduate
Diploma in Computer Science and Applications. Mrs.
S. Sriranjan was vacated from the post with effect
from 04 February 1997. Mr. K. Kesavan and Mr. K.
Thabotharan, from the first batch of students with a
four year honours degree in Computer Science from
the Department of Computer Science, University of
Jaffna were appointed as Assistant Lecturers on 23
September 1996 and later appointed as Lecturers
(probationary) since 01 December 1997. Mr. S.
Kannan was functioning until he went to the UK for
higher studies.
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In the subsequent years, as students began
graduating with the BSc Degree in Computer Science
with First or Second class honours, recruitment of
new staff members became possible. The new recruits
included Mr. E. Y. A. Charles and Miss Dhushyanthi
Mylvaganam (in 2001), Mr. M. Sabesan and
Mr. S. Suthakar (in 2003), Mr. A. Ramanan (in
2005), Miss Barathy Ganesharajah (in 2009),
Mr. K. Sarveswaran (in2011),Mr. S. Shriparen(in2014),
Dr. M. Siyamalan (in 2018), Miss Samantha Tharani
Jeyakumar (in 2018), Misses Nirthika Rajendran
and Mayuravaani Mayuranathan (in 2021), and
Dr. T. Kokul (in 2022).

Dr. S. Mahesan’s unwavering commitment was
instrumental in maintaining the continuity of the
DCS during a challenging period from 2004 to 2006.
As the sole permanent staff member, Dr. Mahesan’s
leadership and dedication prevented the suspension of
academic activities when all probationary lecturers—
Mr. K. Thabotharan, Mr. E.Y.A. Charles, Mr. M.
Sabesan, and Mr. S. Suthakar—went abroad on study
leave to pursue their PhD degrees. During this
time, Dr. Mahesan shouldered both academic and
administrative responsibilities, with considerable
support from Assistant Lecturers Mr. A. Ramanan and
Mr. T. Ketheesan, the only available temporary staff
members from 2004 to 2005. From 2005 to 2006, Dr.
Mahesan, along with Mr. A. Ramanan (appointed as
a Probationary Lecturer in April 2005), ensured the
smooth operation of the DCS, supported by a few
temporary staff. Dr. Mahesan’s steadfast commitment
was crucial during this period of limited permanent
staff. In the latter part of 2006, Mr. Ramanan went on
study leave while Dr. Charles resumed his duties at
the department. Dr. Charles became the first head of
the department from the DCS alumni. Despite these
changes, Dr. Mahesan remained a crucial figure in
the department’s operations, collaborating with Dr.
Charles to ensure its smooth functioning until Mr.
Thabotharan resumed his duties in March 2010 and
Dr. Ramanan in September 2010. Dr. Mahesan’s
dedication and resilience were key to the department’s
stability and continued progress during these years.
Mr. Thabotharan assumed as head of DCS in March
2014 and introduced the good practice of conducting
monthly department meeting to discuss the matters in
an open and fair manner.
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The services rendered by temporary staff as
Instructors have been vital to the Department’s
smooth functioning since its inception. Initially,
non-computing graduates with some computational
knowledge were appointed, followed by computing
students from the University of Jaffna, and then
graduates from other universities as well. These
appointments have been made every academic
year, and their contributions have been particularly
essential in conducting practical sessions. The services
rendered by clerical staff also deserve mention: Mr. V.
M. Rajaratnam served as a clerk from January 1993
until his untimely passing in February 2000. Mr. M.
Rajendram, who began as a Data Entry Operator in
1994, continued until his retirement in November
2018, covering clerical duties in the absence of the
clerk. Mr. P. Amirtharajah rendered his dutiful services
as a works aide from August 1994 until his retirement
in January 2021. Ms. Shaveetha Balachandran
worked as a Computer Applications Assistant from
December 2005 until June 2008. Additionally, Mr. P.
Sri Arulanantharajah was employed as a labourer in
the Department from November 1993 until September
1994.

Currently, the DCS is staffed by a dedicated
team of 12 academic staff members, including
two professors, seven senior lecturers, and three
lecturers. Additionally, the department employs two
academic support staff, four non-academic staff, and
two contract staff. This team collaborates to support
and serve approximately 400 students, offering a
comprehensive range of academic and administrative
services under one roof. More details about DCS and
its activities can be found at www.csc.jfn.ac.lk

Curriculum

Since 1991, the department has offered Computer
Science as a subject for Physical Science students,
leading to an Honours Degree in Computer Science.
In2007, the Bachelor of Science Degree in Computer
Science (BSc in Computer Science) was introduced
for students directly admitted by the UGC under the
Computer Science (Direct-intake) stream. In 2015,
an extended fourth-year Applied Science degree in
Computing was introduced for students who did not
qualify for the special degree programme in Computer
Science. Currently, the department offers:
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e Bachelorof Science in Computer Science (3-year
degree programme)

e Bachelor of Science Honours in Computer
Science (4-year degree programme)

e Bachelor of Science Honours in Applied Science
(4-year degree programme)

In 2014, the department made a structural change
to the BSc (Computer Science) degree programme
for students directly admitted by the UGC under the
Computer Science stream, offering all 120 credit
courses in computer science. The curriculum was
revamped following changes in degree structures
made by the Faculty of Science in 2017. This degree
programme was renamed BSc Hons (Computer
Science)in2019toalign with the SLQF standard and the
recommendations of the UGC’s Standing Committee
in Computing. The syllabi have been carefully crafted
in accordance with ACM/IEEE recommendations to
align with the degree requirements. The BSc Hons
(Computer Science) study programme offered by
the DCS received an Outstanding ‘A’ Grade in the
2023 programme review conducted by the Quality
Assurance Framework of the UGC and the Ministry
of Higher Education. This A Grade attests to the
effectiveness of the DCS’s processes in managing and
assuring the quality of the study programme, student
learning experiences, and the standards of awards

within the programme.

The DCS is dedicated to preparing students for
the modern job market through a comprehensive
and forward-thinking curriculum. This curriculum
encompasses both fundamental and emerging
trends in computer science, including Artificial
Intelligence, Bioinformatics, Computer Graphics,
Data Communications & Computer Networking,
High-Performance Computing, Human-Computer
Interaction, Image Processing and Computer Vision,
Machine Learning, Mobile Computing, Data Science,
Software Engineering, and Web Technologies. In
addition to technical knowledge, the curriculum
also emphasises real-world readiness through
industrial training, group/research projects, and
various co-curricular activities. Since 2011, the DCS
has maintained strong relationships with software
development industries through SLASSCOM and
direct contacts. Key industry partners include 99x,
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WSO2, Virtusa, IFS, hSenid Mobile Solutions, H20.
ai, SyscolLabs, and CodeGen. These collaborations
enrich the teaching and learning processes, ensuring
students receive up-to-date industry insights and
practical experience. IT professionals from these
companies frequently deliver TechTalks and serve as
visiting lecturers, imparting knowledge on the latest
advancement in computer science. This blend of
academic rigour and industry engagement underscores
the DCS’s commitment to equipping students with
the skills and experiences necessary for success in the
modern job market. DCS also facilitates its students in
securing industrial placements and job opportunities
by conducting the CS-Career Fair. The inaugural
CS-Career Fair was organised by Dr. A. Ramanan,
the then head of the department, on August 5, 2017
with participation from companies including WSO2,
Virtusa, hSenid Mobile, IFS, Techorin, Innovay, Tiqri,
Ceymplon, Arima Technologies, Irstha, and Integrate
2 Cloud Apps. Since then, the CS-Career Fair has been
conducted annually on the premises of the Faculty of
Science. Following the COVID-19 pandemic, it has
been conducted in a hybrid mode. DCS offers a student
progress management system, developed by Mr. V.
Visithan (Programmer cum Systems Analyst), under
the guidance and supervision of the then head, DCS,
Dr. K. Thabotharan, which allows students to view
their results and GPAs at each level of study.

Furthermore, renowned foreign academics as
external examiners ensure the standards of our
Honours Degree Examinations, providing a level
of international recognition for our graduates. This
recognition enables them to obtain scholarships for
their higher studies. The following external foreign
examiners have been contributing to the DCS:
Professor Richard Wait (Uppsala, Sweden), Dr.
Paul Leng (Liverpool, UK), Professor Ralph Martin
(Cardiff, UK), Professor David Marshall (Cardiff,
UK), Professor Mahesan Niranjan (Southampton,
UK), Dr. Arnold Pears (Uppsala, Sweden), Dr. Andrew
Jones (Cardiff, UK), and Dr. Siobhan North (Sheffield,
UK). Additionally, the following Sri Lankan examiners
have also contributed from other Universities: Late
Professor Gihan Wikramanayake (UCSC), Professor
D.D. Karunaratna (UCSC), Professor G.K.A. Dias

(UCSC), Professor Roshan G. Ragel (Peradeniya),
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Dr. Nalin Ranasinghe (UCSC), Dr. Gihan Seneviratne
(UCSC), and Dr. S. Kanaganathan (former HoD/DCS;
Eastern University; Vavuniya Campus).

The DCS enrols approximately 150 students in the
first year, with a total of about 400 students currently
pursuing their studies across all levels, from first-
year to honours degree students. Our diverse student
population comprises Sinhalese (57%), Tamils (35%),
and Muslims (08%). It is noteworthy that in 2010,
the Faculty of Science welcomed its first cohort of
Sinhala students to pursue a subject-specific degree
programme in Computer Science through direct
admission by the UGC. Subsequently, under the
Presidential Scholarship, the DCS received a total
of four students from Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal,
and Afghanistan to pursue BSc degrees in Computer
Science during 2015 - 2017.

The department is now designing the curricula
and course structures to expand undergraduate
degree programmes to include BSc Hons (Artificial
Intelligence) and BSc Hons (Cybersecurity). In
addition to its undergraduate programmes, the
Department of Computer Science (DCS) has long
aspired to introduce master’s degree programmes.
Initiatives began in 2019 with a concept paper by the
then head of the department, Dr. A. Ramanan. Later, in
2023, the then head of the department, Mr. S. Suthakar,
revived this initiative with unwavering support from
the department’s academics. Comprehensive structures
and curricula for two master’s programmes, the MCS
and MSc (CS), were developed in consultation with
academic and industry experts, as well as potential
stakeholders. The department is now finalising
preparations to launch these postgraduate programmes
in the near future.

To further extend its academic activities to the
community, the department initiated the process
of launching certificate courses in computing at
the beginning of 2023. Mr. S. Suthakar, the then
head of the department, was instrumental in the
process of commencing and implementing these
courses, which were designed to enhance computing
skills for individuals from other departments and

faculties, as well as for students and professionals
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outside the university system. The curricula for four
certificate courses—Building Blocks of loT, Python
for Problem Solving, Responsive Web Development,
and Advanced Web Development—were meticulously
crafted by the department staff to address current global
demands. With strong support from the current head
of the department, Dr. (Mrs.) Barathy Mayurathan,
the department inaugurated these certificate courses
in March 2024, and the first batch completed their
programmes in June 2024.

Construction of the DCS Building

In 2011, Dr. S. Mahesan, with the assistance of
Dr. A. Ramanan, prepared a project concept paper
for the construction of a Computer Complex to house
the Department of Computer Science (DCS) and the
Computer Unit on 3,480 square yards at the main
campus, with a cost estimate of LKR 200 million.
However, in 2013, the concept was revised without the
knowledge of the DCS staff to focus on constructing
a building for the Information Technology and

Language Center, excluding the DCS.

Recognising the growing student population
and job opportunities for graduates, the Department
of Computer Science proposed to the UGC the
construction of a three-story building with an
additional floor extension, costing LKR 240 million.
This initiative was led by Dr. K. Thabotharan, the
then Head of DCS. Dr. Thabotharan made several
visits to the UGC, and the Ministry of Education
to get the proposal approved by the Cabinet of
Ministers of Sri Lanka. Dr. A. Ramanan drafted a
comprehensive proposal and floor plan detailing the
building’s specifications, including an auditorium, PC
laboratories, a research laboratory, seminar and group
discussion rooms, an open study hall, staff rooms,
research retreat, washrooms, storerooms, basement
parking, an RO water plant, a sewage treatment plant,
a 10k VA auto backup generator, and lift facilities. Dr.
E.Y.A. Charles prepared the computer networking and
power installation requirements with the assistance
of Mr. T. Sugirthan, the Assistant Network Manager.
Mr. M. Vijendran, the Works Superintendent,
assisted in preparing the ERD form for the proposal.
Dr. Thabotharan and subsequently Dr. Ramanan
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pursued follow-up actions with the UGC and
government officials to secure the necessary funding,
but none were fruitful. In 2018, during the visit of
Dr. Harsha Aturupane, the Project Director of the
AHEAD Operations in Sri Lanka, to the University of
Jaffna, Dr. Thabotharan and Dr. Ramanan requested
the allocation of funding for the proposed new
building’s construction. This request resulted in
DCS securing LKR 240 million from the World
Bank-funded AHEAD Operations.

Bids were invited in July 2018, and the construction
contract was awarded to M/S Sanken Construction
(Pvt) Ltd in December 2018. In April 2019, the
contractor completed demolishing the building
previously used by the Health Centre of the university,
and the State Timber Corporation removed the trees
located at the construction site. Excavation work
for the new building commenced on May 29, 2019.
In December 2019, Dr. A. Ramanan requested an
additional LKR 7.7 million to complete the roof. This
was approved in July 2020 by Dr. Harsha Aturupane
of the World Bank, and M/S Sanken completed the
rooftop to facilitate future solar panel installation.
Although the COVID-19 pandemic caused periodic
delays, construction ultimately progressed. On
June 1, 2022, Professor S. Srisatkunarajah, the Vice
Chancellor, officially opened the new building under
the headship of Mr. S. Suthakar. Professor A. Ramanan
played a crucial role in monitoring the construction
of the building almost daily and coordinating all
the alumni projects for the enrichment of the new
building. DCS alumni generously donated over LKR
5 million (www.csc.jfn.ac.lk/donation-for-the-new-
building) worth of furniture, fixtures, and amenities,
demonstrating their deep appreciation and support for
the department and its future students, making it fully
functional to this date (August 2024).

The “CS Think Park” was created to facilitate
students’ independent and group learning and provide
a space for leisure activities. Generously funded by
the 7th and 8th batches of the alumni of the DCS, the
park features newly planted mango, neem, Arecanut
trees, and crotons, along with new stone seats and
tables. Strategically located in front of the new DCS
building, the park transformed a small area of bare land
into a vibrant and welcoming space for students. The
construction was overseen by Professor A. Ramanan,
representing the 7th and 8th batches, during the
headship of Mr. S. Suthakar. Since its completion, CS
Think Park has become a cherished spot for students,
who use it for various activities, including celebrating
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the birthdays of batchmates and teachers. The park’s
thoughtful design and amenities have made it an
integral part of the campus, enhancing the student
experience at the University of Jaffna.

Recognitions, Funding, and Scholarships for
Research Excellence

Academics of the DCS have earned numerous
prestigious research accolades, such as the
International Contest Awards, President’s Awards
for Scientific Publications, CSSL ICT Researcher of
the Year Awards, SUSRED Awards for supervising
MPhil/PhD students, SLASSCOM National Ingenuity
Awards, Scholarships, Fellowships, as well as Best
Paper and Presentation Awards.

International Contest Achievement

Professor M. Siyamalan

e A member of the team that won third place out of 77
teams worldwide at the ISIC-2018 Grand Challenge
“Skin Lesion Analysis Towards Melanoma Detection,
(Task 3 — Lesion Diagnosis)”, organised by the Interna-

tional Skin Imaging Collaboration, in 2018.

National-level Research Awards

Professor A. Ramanan

e  National Educator (Silver) Award 2024 in recognition
of excellence in teaching, scholarly work, and national
contribution in the discipline of Computing. Awarding
Agency: SLIIT Innovate, Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2024.

e  SUSRED Awards 2022/2023 for supervising the PhD
Thesis titled ‘A semi-supervised deep learning ap-
proach based on attentive visual features for fashion
clothing classification’. Awarding Agency: National
Science Foundation (NSF), Ministry of Education, Sri
Lanka. Awarded in 2024

e SUSRED Awards 2022/2023 for co-supervising the
PhD Thesis titled ‘Deep learning based fine-grained di-
abetic retinopathy image grading’. Awarding Agency:
National Science Foundation (NSF), Ministry of Edu-
cation, Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2024

e President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2019
for the publication: “Target-Specific Siamese Atten-
tion Network for Real-time Object Tracking”, In IEEE
Transactions on Information Forensics & Security,
pp.1276 — 1289, doi: 10.1109/TIFS.2019.2935871,
2019. Awarding Agency: National Research Council
(NRCQ), Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2023

e CSSL ICT Researcher of the Year Award — 2022.
Awarding Agency: Computer Society of Sri Lanka.
Awarded in 2023
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Professor M. Siyamalan

SUSRED Awards 2022/2023 for supervising the PhD
Thesis titled ‘Deep learning based fine-grained diabetic
retinopathy image grading’. Awarding Agency: National
Science Foundation (NSF), Ministry of Education, Sri
Lanka. Awarded in 2024

CSSL ICT Researcher of the Year Award — 2021.
Awarding Agency: Computer Society of Sri Lanka.
Awarded in 2022

President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2018 for the
publication: “Structure Prediction for Gland Segmentation
with Hand-Crafted and Deep Convolutional Features”,
IEEE Transactions on Medical Imaging, 2018,37(1):210-
221. Awarding Agency: National Research Council (NRC),
Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2021

Winner of Vidya E-News Article Contest in the field of
Artificial Intelligence under the Academic Category.
Awarding Agency: Research and Innovation Division,
Ministry of Education, Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2021

Best innovative project (University category) at the
Provincial Level of the SLASSCOM National Ingenuity
Awards 2021. Awarding Agency: SLASSCOM. Awarded
in2021

President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2017 for
the publication: “Sub-Category Classifiers for Multiple-
Instance Learning and its Application to Retinal Nerve
Fiber Layer Visibility Classification”, IEEE Transactions
on Medical Imaging, 2017,36(5):1140-1150. Awarding
Agency: National Research Council (NRC), Sri Lanka.
Awarded in 2019

Dr. E.Y.A. Charles

President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2008 for the
publication: “Control chart pattern clustering using a new
self-organising spiking neural network”, Proceedings of
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, Part B: Journal
of Engineering Manufacture, Vol. 222, No. 10, 2008;
pp- 1201-1211. Awarding Agency: National Research
Council (NRC), Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2014

Dr. K. Thabotharan

Best Solution Oriented Thesis Award - 2016: Supervisor
K. Thabotharan, Student Mr. R. Kumaran, for the
supervision of the undergraduate research thesis
entitled “A hop-count and Time Based MANET Routing
Protocol”, awarded by the University Business Linkage
of the University of Jaffna, UBL Initiative Program Sri
Lanka and Leipzig University, Germany, 2016.

Dr. K. Sarveswaran

e Digital Social Impact Award at the e-Swabhimani
2016 under the category of Government and Citizen
Engagement. Awarding Agency: Ministry of
Telecommunication and Infrastructure, Awarded in 2016

e  Jury’s mention award for a Mobile App build as a part of
anundergraduate project at the mBillionth-2016: Awards
South Asia 2016 held in Delhi, India. Awarded in 2016.

e Best Solution Oriented Thesis Award — 2016 for
‘Consumer buying pattern analysis using an efficient
approach’ by University Business Linkage Unit of the
University of Jaffna. Awarded in 2016

e National Best e-Content award — 2016 for the
‘Right2Sight: A mobile app to help visually impaired
people to use Mobile phone’. Awarding Agency: ICTA,
Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2016. http://www.eswabhimani.lk

Dr. T. Kokul

e CSSL ICT Researcher of the Year Award — 2023.
Awarding Agency: Computer Society of Sri Lanka.
Awarded in 2024.

e  President’s Award for Scientific Publication - 2018 for the
publication: “Structure Prediction for Gland Segmentation
with Hand-Crafted and Deep Convolutional Features”,
IEEE Transactions on Medical Imaging, 2018,37(1):210-
221.Awarding Agency: National Research Council (NRC),
Sri Lanka. Awarded in 2021.

The DCS staff also secure competitive grants at
both national and international levels to enhance
and conduct more extensive research activities at the
department.

Research Grants

Dr. S. Mahesan

e  Co-investigator of “Tamil Digitisation Project” under
the research grant No. ICTA/AFC/HIP/28/02 obtained
from the ICTA of Sri Lanka, April 2013 — March 2014.

Professor A. Ramanan:

e Co-Principal Investigator of “Google Research
exploreCSR 2023 Award” obtained USD 24,000.00 from
Google through the University of Melbourne, November
2023 — June 2024.

e  Principal Investigator of “Sri Lankan Paddy Leaf Disease
Detection Using Deep Learning Techniques” under the
research grant No. AHEAD/RA3/UBL/JFN/OVAA/44
obtained LKR 510,000.00 from the UBL of the University
of Jaffna, 2023.

e  Principal Proposal Writer for the 2023 IEEE CIS Summer
School on Computational Intelligence: Theory and
Applications. The proposal received USD 3,900.00 in
funds from the IEEE Computational Intelligence Society
for the event conducted at the University of Jaffna from
12-14 July 2023.

e  Co-investigator of “Development of an early warning
system, a risk map and a prediction model for dengue and
establishment of role brackish water derived mosquitoes
in dengue transmission in Jaffna district” under the
research grant No. RPHS/2016/D02 obtained from the
NSF Sri Lanka, January 2017 — December 2019.
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e  Principal Investigator of “Training images vs Discrimi
native features on the construction of codebook to
recognise visual objects” under the research grant No.
NRC 15-128 obtained LKR 400,000.00 from the NRC
Sri Lanka, February 2015 — February 2017.

e  Co-investigator of “Tamil Digitisation Project” under
the research grant No. ICTA/AFC/HIP/28/02 obtained
from the ICTA of Sri Lanka, April 2013 — March 2014.

Professor M. Siyamalan

e  Principal Investigator for University of Jaffna Research
Grants in 2021 & 2017

e  Principal Investigator for the Small Scale GPU Grants
by NVidia Corporation, USA in 2017

e  Principal Proposal Writer for conducting a series of
Internet of Things workshops for school students. The
proposal received USD 1,968.65 in funds from the IEEE
Pre-University STEM Portal, 2022.

e  Principal Proposal Writer for the IEEE CS Chapter grant
to conduct a workshop on Deep Learning, and IEEE
SPAx grant to conduct a career-guidance workshop to
the students

Dr. E.Y.A. Charles

e Primary Applicant for the “Clean Water Initiative:
Empowering Communities in Polonnaruwa”, under the
IEEE Tech4Good Grant, USD 9600, July 2024 - January
2025

e  Co-investigator of “Tamil Digitisation Project” under
the research grant No. ICTA/AFC/HIP/28/02 obtained
from the ICTA of Sri Lanka, April 2013 — March 2014.

Dr. K. Thabotharan

e Contributed as one of the proposal writers for the
establishment of the IoT Laboratory entitled “Enhancing
Academic Activities by Establishing an IoT Laboratory”
at the Department of Computer Science, University
of Jaffna, in which The Computer Society of Sri
Lanka (CSSL), The Information and Communication
Technology Agency of Sri Lanka (ICTA) and Dialog
Axiata played a major role and we were successful in
obtaining the equipment for the establishment of the [oT
laboratory for a total value of LKR 12 Million

e  Principal Investigator of the competitive research entitled
“Agriculture Product Management System” under the
grant No. AHEAD/RA3/UBL/JFN/OVAA/27 for the
amount of LKR 350,000.00 obtained from the University
Business Linkage, of the University of Jaffna, 2023

e 20 Desktop computers and 05 Laser Printers were
procured under the SIDA funded PhD grant and were
installed in the Main laboratory of the DCS for the usage
of students and staff, 2010

Dr. (Mrs.) B. Mayurathan

Principal Proposal Writer for the “Workshop on
Empowering Women in IoT Technologies” secured LKR
120,000 under the IEEE WIE special fund.

Purchase of a workstation under the URG at the University
of Jaffna for the project titled “Large-scale Learning for
Image Classification” in 2015.

Mr. S. Suthakar

Principal Proposal Writer for the “Enhancing Academic
Activities by Establishing an [oT Laboratory” initiative,
which resulted in the establishment of the “IoT Innovation
Lab” atthe Department of Computer Science in December
2022, equipped with resources worth over LKR 12
million.

Principal Investigator of the project, titled
“Strengthening Software Development Infrastructure
for Commercialising Software Solutions” under the
research grant (No: RDC/AHEAD/RA3/JFN/UBL /
CA/23) obtained LKR 840,000.00 from the UBL of the
University of Jaffna, 2023.

Dr. K. Sarveswaran

Google Research Grant to build a Sri Lankan Tamil
Corpus, 2024-2025

The German Academic Exchange Service-Sustainable
Development Goals (DAAD-SDG) grant for the project
“DigSAL: Addressing the Digital Divide for South
Asian Languages,” in collaboration with the University
of Konstanz, Germany, the University of Moratuwa,
Sri Lanka, and the University of Engineering and
Technology, Pakistan, 2024-2027

Principal Investigator of “Tamil intent classification
for the e-commerce domain” under the research grant
obtained LKR 400,000 from the UBL of the University
of Jaffna, 2023.

Professor V K Samaranayake Publication grant from
LK Domain Registry, Sri Lanka to publish a paper at the
International Conference on Asian Language Processing
(IALP), Singapore. December 11-13, 2021

DAAD funding of EUR 30,000 with Professor G. Dias
and Professor Miriam Butt to organise an International
Summer School in Natural Language Engineering from
11-23 March, 2019. www.issale.lk

Co-investigator of “Development of an early warning
system, a risk map and a prediction model for dengue and
establishment of role brackish water derived mosquitoes
in dengue transmission in Jaffna district” under the
research grant No. RPHS/2016/D02 obtained from the
NSF Sri Lanka, January 2017 — December 2019

Dr. (Ms.) R. Nirthika

Principal Proposal Writer for the IEEE R10 WIE - DEI
(Diversity, Equity & Inclusion) Grant 2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Fellowships

Professor M. Siyamalan

e India Science and Research Fellowship (ISRF),
Department of Science and Technology, India, 2021

e INSA-JRD TATA Fellowship, Department of Science
and Technology, India, 2021

e  Post-doctoral fellowship at the Intelligence Science and
System Lab, School of Data and Computer Science, Sun
Yat-sen University, China, 2019 & 2018

Dr. K. Sarveswaran

e  Herz Fellowship from the Zukunftskolleg, University of
Konstanz, Germany, 2023 - 2024

e International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP)—U.S.
Department of State’s premier professional exchange
program, December 2019

Ms. Samantha Tharani J.

e  PhD Programme at Griffith University, Australia under
the World Bank-funded AHEAD project implemented at
the University of Jaffna, 2020 - 2024

Ms. Mayuravaani Mathuranathan
e PhD Programme at Victoria University of Wellington,
New Zealand, 2023 - 2026

Best Paper Awards

Professor A. Ramanan: IEEE ICARC - 2022,
IEEE ICIIS - 2020, IEEE ICTer - 2015

Professor M. Siyamalan: IEEE ICIIS - 2020,
IEEE ICIIS - 2019

Dr. E.Y.A. Charles: IEEE ICTer - 2015

Scholarships

Professor A. Ramanan

e PhD Programme at the School of Electronics and
Computer Science, University of Southampton, UK,
2008 -2010

e  MPhil/PhD Programme at the Department of Computer
Science, University of Sheffield, UK, 2006 - 2008

e  Split-site MPhil Programme at the University of
Sheffield, UK and PhD Programme at the University of
Southampton, UK under the World Bank funded IRQUE
projectimplemented at University of Jaftna, 2006 - 2010

Dr. E. Y. A. Charles

e PhD Programme at the Manufacturing Engineering
Centre, Cardiff University, UK, 2003 - 2007

Dr. K. Thabotharan

e  Swedish International Development and Corporation
Agency (SIDA) split-site PhD Scholarship, 2004 - 2009

Dr. M. Sabesan

e  Split-site PhD Programme under the SIDA project
implemented at UCSC, 2004 - 2007

Dr. (Mrs). Barathy Mayurathan

e  Split-site PhD Programme at the University of Peradeniya
and the University of Southampton, UK under the
World Bank-funded HETC project implemented at the
University of Jaffna, 2012 - 2013

Mr. S. Suthakar

e  Split-site PhD Programme under the SIDA project
implemented at UCSC, 2004 - 2007

Dr. S. Shriparen

e PhD Programme at the QUT, Australia under the
University Grants Commission (UGC) postgraduate
research grant, 2016

e  QUT HDR Tuition Fee Scholarship, 2017 - 2021

Dr. K. Thabotharan: IEEE ICON - 2012

Dr. T. Kokul: IEEE ICARC 2022

Best Presentation Awards

Professor A. Ramanan: Symposium on Data Modelling
for New Researchers, University of Sheffield, UK - 2007

Dr. K. Sarveswaran: iCMA - 2014

Best Poster Award

Professor A. Ramanan: Workshop on Intensive 5-day
Generic Skills for Research Students, University of
Southampton, UK - 2008

Travel Grants

Professor A. Ramanan:

e  NSF Sri Lanka Grant to participate at the Digital Image
Computing: Techniques and Applications (DICTA)
Conference held in Adelaide, Australia on 23 — 25
November 2015

e University of Jaffna Grant to participate at the
International Conference on Digital Image Processing
and Pattern Recognition (DPPR) held in Chennai, India
on25-26 July 2015

e The European Community’s Seventh Framework
Programme Grant for the Personal Information Navigator
adapting through the Viewing Project to participate at the
11th European Conference on Computer Vision (ECCV),
Crete, Greece on 5-11 September 2010

e EU-funded Network of Excellence on Pattern Analysis,
Statistical Modelling and Computational Learning
(PASCAL) Grant to participate at the Twenty-Third
Conference on Neural Information Processing Systems
(NIPS) held in Vancouver B.C., Canada on 7-9 December
2009
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University of Southampton Grant to participate at the 10th
European Conference on Computer Vision (ECCV) held
in Marseille, France on 12-18 October 2008

University of Sheffield Grant to participate at the 11th
International Workshop on the Analysis of Patterns, held
in Forli-Cesena, Italy on 22-26 October 2007

Dr. K. Thabotharan

NSF Sri Lanka, to participate and present a research paper
in the 18th IEEE International Conference on Networks
(ICON), Singapore on 12-14 December 2012

TATA Research Development and Design Centre Grant
to participate in the TATA Consultancy Services (TCS)
Excellence in Computer Science Week Pune, India on
3-7 January 2011

CoNEXT’07 (Conference on Emerging Networking
EXperiments and Technologies) Grant to participate
and present a research paper in the CONEXT-2007
Conference in New York, USA on 10-13 December 2007

Mr. S. Suthakar

University of Jaffna grant to participate in the International
Conference on Electronics, Computer, and Information
Technology 2016 (ECIT’16), held in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, from 5-6 January 2016.

Dr. K. Sarveswaran:

DAAD-SDG grant to attend a workshop at the University
of Konstanz in June 7-13, 2024.

Tamil Nadu Government State grant to give a keynote
address at the KaniTami24 conference held in Chennai,
India in February 2024.

ITEE Foundation grant to present at the FITEN
conference, Sacramento, California, USA, July 2023.
Mobility Grant of EUR 1,500.00 per annum under
DAAD-PPP from NSF to go to Germany, 2019-2020.
LK Domain Registry to present a paper at the LFG-2019
conference, 8-10 July 2019, ANU, Australia.

CTC Grant to present in a conference on “Redeveloping
Northern and Eastern Provinces of Sri Lanka” held in
Toronto, Canada, 15-17 January 2017.

DAAD Grant to attend the International Summer School
in Language Engineering held at UCSC, Colombo, 2014.
Mozilla Foundation Grant to attend the Mozilla Summit
2013 held in California, USA.

DAAD Grant to attend Summer School in Advanced

Language Engineering held in Nepal, 26th August—21st
September 2012.

National-level Student Achievements

Mr. T. Kokul received the Best Presentation Award at the
third national Sri Lanka Student Workshop on Computer
Science (SL-SWCS’15) held on 7th of November 2015
at the University of Jaffna.

Mr. N. Nilashan, Mr. S. Thenuzan, Mr. S. Mayooran
and Ms. D. Lukshica received the Best Poster Award
at the second national Sri Lanka Student Workshop
on Computer Science (SL-SWCS’13) held on 14th of
December 2013 at the University of Jaffna.

A team of students participated in the final round of
the Inter-university Enterprise Mobility Software
Development Competition 2013, organised by Motorola
Inc. and SLASSCOM, and won the Second Runner-up.
The team members are Mr. K. Thabotharan (Project
Supervisor), Mr. B.M. Zajith, Mr. R. Miller, Ms. Anusha
Harshani S., Mr. M.I.M. Nifras, and Mr. V. Saahithyan.

A team comprising two fourth-year students and two
third-year students participated in the final round of
the Inter-university Enterprise Mobility Software
Development  Competition-2011,  organised by
Motorola Inc. and SLASSCOM, and won the Second
Runner-up. The team members are Mr. K. Thabotharan
(Project Supervisor), Mr. Ranjith Subramaniam, Mr.
Kaveevendan Varatharajah, Mr. Sivasakthy Sugirthan,
and Mr. Namasivayam Nilashan.

Mr. S. Sivasuthan received the Best Poster Award at the
first national Sri Lanka Student Workshop on Computer
Science (SL-SWCS’11) held on the 8th of December
2011 at the University of Jaffna.

Mr. Janith Somaweera received the Best Poster
Award and Mrs. Janani Kugarajeevan received the
Best Presentation Award at the seventh national Sri
Lanka Student Workshop on Computer Science
(SL-SWCS’23) held on 9th of December 2023 at the
University of Jaffna.

Three of our Level 3 students, Mr. R.N. Viththagan, Mr.
S. Vithurshan and Mr. V. Sayanishan competed in the
CodeStorm coding challenge, part of the Yarl IT Hub
Innovation Festival 2023, held on November4,2023. They
achieved Second Runner Upand wereawarded acashprize of
LKR 10,000.00.

Commercialisation of Software Product

A web based software developed by Dr. K.
Thabotharan and one of the students of the DCS
Mr. R. Ramanaruban entitled “Agriculture Products
Management System” was commercialised through the
University Business Linkage (UBL) of the University
of Jaffna, in 2023. A Memorandum of Understanding
enabling the commercialization of the product was signed
between the buyer of the software and the University was
signed on 18 April 2023.

Two of our Level 3S students, Mr. K. M. Ravindu
Lasantha Senadeera and Ms. M. K. T. Sammani Fernando
participated in the mSpace ‘Code Blast’ National
Hackathon held on 30th September 2023 at the Trace
Expert City, Colombo 10 and became the 1st Runner Up
and won a cash prize of LKR 200,000.00.

Ms. M. Mayuravaani and Ms. R. Priyadarshani received
the Best Poster Award (Joint) and Ms. R. Nirthika and Mrs.
Shajini Majuran received the Best Presentation Award
(Joint) at the sixth national Sri Lanka Student Workshop
on Computer Science (SL-SWCS’21) held on 4th of
December 2021 at the University of Jaffna.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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e The final year research project, “A self-training
convolutional neural network for the classification of
surface defects in computer integrated manufacturing”,
conducted by Ms. M. Mayuravaani, a Level-4S student
under the supervision of Dr. M. Siyamalan has been
awarded as a “Best innovative project — University
category” at the Provincial Level of the “Sri Lanka
Association of Software and Services Companies
(SLASSCOM) National Ingenuity Awards 2021.

e  Ms. Kasthuriarachchi, T. C and Ms. S. Meruja received
the Best Poster Award (Joint), and Ms. R. Nirthika and
Mrs. Shajini Majuran received the Best Presentation
Award (Joint) at the fifth national Sri Lanka Student
Workshop on Computer Science (SL-SWCS’19) held on
7th of December 2019 at the University of Jaffna.

e A team of five students including Mr. Robin Roy
Vimalanathan (Team lead) from DCS participated in
the Deakin Innovation Challenge, Sri Lanka 2018, for
the proposal entitled “Automated Hydroponic System
with Machine Learning”, under the guidance of Dr. K.
Thabotharan. The competition, which was held on 29th
January, 2019 in the Cinnamon Grand Hotel, Colombo,
Sri Lanka, and won the second place with a cash prize
of AUD 1,500

e  Our student team participated in the Start-up Weekend:
Women’s Edition organised by Techstars, which was
held from February 8th to 10th, 2019, at the Dialog
Axiata Auditorium in Colombo. The group, consisting
of Ms. Divya, Ms. Vetharshana, Ms. Ranjithamalar, and
two members from other higher education institutions,

became the 1st Runner-Up.

e  Mr. R. Miller received the Best Poster Award and Mrs.
Shajini Majuran received the Best Presentation Award
at the fourth national Sri Lanka Student Workshop
on Computer Science (SL-SWCS’17) held on 9th of
December 2017 at the University of Jaffna.

e a competitive basis for the two-week programme in
November 2017 in China referred to as “Seeds for the
future” funded by Huawei. Mr. Thushanthan got an
opportunity to study cutting-edge technologies such
as LTE and cloud computing, and hands-on practice in
Huawei Headquarter’s most advanced labs in Shenzhen,
China.

e The following team of students, Mr. Pramuditha
Chamikara, Mr. Samila Chanuka, Mr. Indura Widyasekara,
and Mr. Nayananga Muhandiram, got selected for 1
million rupees of pre-approved finance for developing
their project idea at Fintech Hack-2017, which was
organised by the Nations Trust Bank.
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e Mr. A. Thushanthan from Level 4S was selected
on Mr. Robinroy Peter was awarded Special
Recognition in the Tertiary (Business) Category
in the National Best Quality ICT Awards 2016 for
his project Accident-Free Driving supervised by
Dr. K. Thabotharan, awarded on the 14th of October2016.

e  Our student team won the Second Runner-up in the Code
Sprint Hackathon organised by Ideamart in 2015. The
team members who participated in this competition are
Mr. B.M. Zajith, Mr. .D.Q. Balendra, Mr. A.I.U. Kumara,
Ms. Nirthika R., and Ms. Arunya S.

Postgraduate Research Supervision in Computer
Science

The DCS boasts a robust team of faculty members
who excel in postgraduate research supervision,
significantly contributing to the successful completion
and ongoing supervision of MPhil and PhD degrees
in Computer Science. Dr. S. Mahesan supervised
three MPhil students and guided two PhD students to
completion. Professor A. Ramanan has successfully
supervised five MSc students, three MPhil students, and
three PhD students to completion, and is currently co-
supervising an MPhil candidate and a PhD candidate.
Professor M. Siyamalan has successfully supervised
an MSc student and a PhD student, and is currently
supervising an MPhil candidate and a PhD candidate.
Dr. E.Y.A. Charles has completed supervision of two
MPhil students and a PhD student, and is presently co-
supervising four MPhil candidates and a PhD candidate.
Dr. K. Thabotharan has successfully supervised six
MSc students to completion. Mr. S. Suthakar has
successfully supervised two MSc students. Dr. K.
Sarveswaran is currently supervising two MPhil
students and a Masters student from Germany. In the
pasthe has supervised six MEd students. Additionally,
Dr. T. Kokul has successfully supervised four MSc and
one MPhil student, and is currently co-supervising an
MPhil and a PhD candidate. This collective expertise
and dedication underscore the strength of the DCS
staff in fostering high-quality research and supporting
postgraduate scholars towards their academic
achievements. Some of the above postgraduate
supervision is performed in collaboration with foreign
and Sri Lankan universities such as Queensland
University of Technology (Australia), The University
of Sheffield (UK), Griffith University (Australia),
Konstanz University (Germany), University of
Moratuwa (Sri Lanka), University of Colombo
School of Computing (Sri Lanka), and University of
Peradeniya (Sri Lanka).
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Permanent Staff of the Department

Dr. S. Mahesan served as the Head ofthe Department
of Computer Science and the Head of the Computer
Unit, as well as a member of the Board of Directors
of LEARN and a member of the Standing Committee
on Computing at the UGC for several years. When
we secured SIDA funds for networking, Dr. Mahesan
worked closely with the then Dean of the Faculty,
Professor R. Kumaravadivel, to conduct a feasibility
study and initiate the process of establishing a campus-
wide network. He coordinated the activities whenever
the SIDA team, consisting of personnel from Sweden
and Colombo, visited the University for this project.
Dr. Mahesan also contributed to writing proposals for
the World Bank project aimed at Improving Relevance
and Quality Enhancement (IRQUE). The Department
of Computer Science, along with the Faculty of
Science in general, benefited from this project by
enhancing teaching and learning, and by training our
staff abroad to the level of PhD

Dr.E.Y.A. Charles holds several key administrative
and academic positions in the university: Head of
the Computer Science Department (2008-2014),
Patron of the Computer Society of this university
(2008-2014), a member of the UGC’s Standing
Committee on Computing (2008-2014), Head
of the Computer Unit (2015-2018), a member of
the Board of Directors for LEARN (2015-2017),
Director of the OTS, World Bank funded AHEAD
Operations (2018-2024), a member of the UGC’s
Standing Committee on Development of Information
Technology Infrastructure and Online Education
(2020 to date). He served as a Coordinator for the
Campus-wide networking project funded by the SIDA
(2008-2009) and he serves as an administrator of the
entire campus network (2009 to date) along with
network managers of this university. In addition, he
serves as one the administrator for network services
including Moodle learning management system
(LMS), email, and web of this university (2009
to date). Currently, Dr. Charles is the Lead of the
university student management information system
(www.myuoj.jfn.ac.lk) development team, and he is
the Branch Counsellor of the IEEE Student Branch
of this university.

Professor A. Ramanan holds various administrative
and academic positions in the university: Coordinator
of e-learning for the Staff Development Centre (SDC)
Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

at the University of Jaffna (2013-2016), Activity
Coordinator for Improving Career Prospects in
the Physical Science Study Programme under the
World Bank-funded HETC QIG Project (2013-
2016), representative of the Faculty of Science to
the Township Project at Jaffna Main Campus (2016-
2017), Head of the Computer Science Department
(2017-2020), Patron of the Computer Society of this
university (2017-2020), a member of the UGC’s
Standing Committee on Computing (2017-2020),
a member of the technical evaluation committee
for the project of construction of building and other
related structures for the DCS appointed by the MoHE
(2018). He also serves as Academic Counsellor (2020-
2023), Chairperson of the Faculty Newsletter and
Student Handbook (2020-2023), Counsellor of the
IEEE Student Branch of this university (2020-2021),
Senior Treasurer of the Computer Society UoJ (2020-
2022), and Senior Treasurer of the IEEE Student
Branch UoJ (2021-2022). Currently, he is the Student
Counsellor (2024-2025) and Advisor of the IEEE
Computational Intelligence Society Student Branch
Chapter of this university (2022 to date). Additionally,
he served as the Joint General Chair for the 9th
IEEE International Conference on Information and
Automation for Sustainability (ICIAfS, 2018) and as
the General Chair for the Sri Lanka Student Workshop
on Computer Science (SL-SWCS, 2019), the IEEE
Summer School on Computational Intelligence:
Theory and Applications (2023), and the Google
exploreCSR Summer School on Machine Intelligence
(GeSSoMI-2024). He served as the Editor for the first
Jaffna University International Research Conference
(JUICE) 2012. He also co-organised the APAN56
Datathon 2023. Professor Ramanan is also a Senior
Member of the IEEE since 2021.

Professor M. Siyamalan holds various
administrative and academic positions in the university
in chronological order: Treasurer of the Sri Lanka
Student Workshop on Computer Science (SL-SWCS,
2019), Senior Treasurer of the IEEE Student Branch
UoJ (2020-2021), Counsellor of the IEEE Student
Branch of this university (2021-2022), Student
Counselor (2022-2023), and Academic Counsellor
(2023 to date). In addition, he is one of the Chief
Editors of Vingnanam Journal of Science (2021 to
date), the Director of the Career Guidance Unit of
this university (2023 to date), and the Advisor of the
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IEEE Computer Society Student Branch Chapter of
this university (2024 to date). Professor Siyamalan is
also a Senior Member of the IEEE since 2021.

Dr. K. Thabotharan holds various administrative
and academic positions in the university, including
the Head of the Computer Science Department (2014-
2017), Head of the Computer Unit (2018-2021), and
Project Coordinator for both the World Bank-funded
ELTA-ELSE HETC (2014-2017) and AHEAD
(2018-2023) Projects at the Faculty of Science.
He also served as Director of the Career Guidance
Unit (October 2020 - September 2023), Director of
the Alumni Office (May 2021 to date), Academic
Counsellor (2010-2016), and Student Counsellor
(2011-2015). Additionally, he was the Coordinator of
e-learning for the Staff Development Centre (SDC) at
the University of Jaffna (2011-2013), Chairperson of
the Curriculum Development Revision and Monitoring
Committee (CDRMC) at the Faculty of Science (2020-
2022), Deputy Director of Well-Being (WeBe) at the
Jaffna Centre (2019- 2022), Senior Treasurer of the
Science Students’ Union (2018-2022), Patron of the
Computer Society of this university (2014-2017),
Coordinator for the Knowledge sharing partnership
between the University of Jaffna and the World Bank,
2012 to 2014 and the University Coordinator for the
foreign students admitted to the University of Jaftha
under the president’s scholarship scheme (2016 to
2023). He also served as the member of the Campus
Board of the Vavuniya Campus of the University of
Jaffna (2014 to 2017). Dr. Thabotharan also serves
as a Member of the Board of Directors for LEARN
(July 2019 to date), a member of the UGC’s Standing
Committee on Computing (2014-2017), Member
of the Team preparing the Self Evaluation Report
of the University of Jaffna for the Commonwealth
in Learning Review and Implementation Model
(COLRIM), 2013, and the Founding Patron of the
GenZ Chapter of the Computer Society of Sri Lanka
(CSSL) of the University of Jaffna (2022 to date).

Dr. (Mrs.) Barathy Mayurathan holds various
administrative and academic positions in the university:
Treasurer of the national biennial workshop SL-SWCS
(Sri Lanka Student Workshop on Computer Science)
(2011-2021), Academic Counsellor (2017-2020),
Founder Counsellor of the IEEE Student Branch of this
university (2018-2020), Founder Advisor of the IEEE
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Women in Engineering Student Branch Affinity Group
of this university (2021-2023), Student Counsellor
(2021-2022), Senior Treasurer of the IEEE Student
Branch UolJ (2022-2023), Head of the Computer
Science Department (2023 to date), and Chairperson
of the Faculty Newsletter and Student Handbook
(2023 to date).

Mr. S. Suthakar holds various administrative
and academic positions at the university. He served
as the Senior Treasurer of the Computer Society of
the University of Jaffna (2018-2019), Patron of the
Computer Society UoJ (2020-2023), Head of the
Computer Science Department (2020-2023), and
a member of the UGC’s Standing Committee on
Computing (2020-2023). He was a member of the
technical evaluation committee for the Science and
Technology Human Resource Development Project
(STHRD Project), appointed by the Ministry of
Education on 21 September 2023, for the procurement
of'equipment and furniture for the Faculty of Science,
University of Jaffna. He has been a member of the
Digital Transformation Committee of Jaffna District
(DDTC), appointed by the District Secretariat of Jaffna
(since 2022). Additionally, Mr. S. Suthakar has been
instrumental in the process of commencing the Master
of Computer Science [MCS], the Master of Science
in Computer Science [MSc (CS)], and the Certificate
Courses in Computing at the Department of Computer
Science in 2024, and has served as the coordinator for

their implementation.

Dr. K. Sarveswaran holds various administrative
and academic positions at the university. He served
as the Activity Coordinator for Enhancing Learning
Resources and Learner Support Services under the
World Bank funded HETC Project for Improving
Relevance & Quality of External Degree Programme
(2013-2015). Dr. Sarveswaran established the Learning
Management System (LMS) for the University
of Jaffna in 2011 and has been maintaining it ever
since. He also helps with other systems engineering
administration tasks, like setting up servers. He also
served as a consultant for the country’s first Tamil-
medium online Bachelor of Business Management
program, started by the University of Jaftna, from
2009 until 2018. Additionally, he served as an LMS
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consultant for the Faculty of Agriculture, helping them
set up their learning management system. He was
the Student Counsellor (2022-2023) and the founder
Advisor of the IEEE Computational Intelligence
Society Student branch chapter (2022-2023). In
addition, he served as the Faculty Coordinator for
the Well-Being Centre (2023-2024) and he was the
Branch Counsellor of the IEEE Student Branch of the
university (2023-2024). Dr. K. Sarveswaran is also a
Senior Member of the IEEE since 2022.

Dr. S. Shriparen is the Senior Treasurer of the IEEE
Student Branch of this university (2024).

Retired Staff of the Department

Dr. T. Kokul holds various academic positions
in the university: Senior Treasurer of the Computer
Society of this university (2022 to date). He also serves
as the Coordinator of e-learning and IT Literacy for
the Staff Development Centre (2023 to date) and the
Academic Counsellor (2023 to date). Additionally, he
serves as the Advisor of the IEEE Computer Society
Student Branch Chapter (2023-2024).

Dr. (Ms.) R. Nirthika serves as the Interim Chair
of the IEEE Computational Intelligence Society of
this university (2022). Currently she is the Academic
Career Guidance Advisor of the Faculty (2023
to date) and the Advisor of the IEEE Women in
Engineering (WIE) Student Branch Affinity Group
of'this university (2024).

Dr. S. Mahesan

BSc Hons (Jaffna),

MSc (Cardiff), PhD (Wales)
Senior Lecturer, Gr. I

Service at DCS: 1990 - 2023

Appointed on 20 October 1982 as an Assistant Lecturer in
Department of Mathematics and Statistics, and transferred to
the newly established Department of Computer Science on 01
October 1990. Continued his services as Lecturer and Senior
Lecturer until retirement on 01 November 2023.

Mr. M. Rajendram

Service at DCS: 1994 - 2018

Data Entry Operator - Supra Grade

Appointed in May 1983 as a labourer in Department of Math-
ematics and Statistics, and promoted as Laboratory attended
in the Computer Unit in November 1987, and then promoted
as a Data Entry operator in Department of Computer Science
in November 1994 continued his service getting promotion to

supra-grade and retired from 18 November 2018.

Mr. P. Amirtharajah
Works Aide - Supra Grade

Service at DCS: 1994 - 2021

AW

Appointed in August 1993 as a labourer in Maintenance
branch and then transferred to the Department of Comput-
er Science in August 1994, and continued his service getting

promotion to supra-grade and retired from 26 January 2021.

Sri Lanka Student Workshop on Computer Science
(SL-SWCS)

The Sri Lanka Student
Workshop on Computer

Science (SL-SWCS)
S L S\X/C S is a proud initiative
Student Wotkshop on Computer Science by the Department of

Computer Science at
the University of Jaffna, designed to be a student-
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focused workshop. It was founded by Dr. A. Ramanan
with the support of the then Head of the Department
of Computer Science, Dr. E.Y.A. Charles, and their
colleagues. The inaugural workshop took place in
2011, drawing around 100 participants and marking
the first national-level, student-centred event primarily
focused on Computer Science students. This first
session featured two keynote speakers and 18 poster
presentations. Held biennially since its inception,

SL-SWCS provides a stimulating opportunity for
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young research students across Sri Lanka to engage
in discussions with leading researchers from both
local and international universities. The workshop
allows participants to present their research findings
and interact with their scientific peers in a friendly
and constructive environment, fostering potential
future collaborations. Awards for “Best Presentation”
and “Best Poster” are given to student participants,
with the winners receiving a cash prize sponsored
by the Department of Mechanical Engineering at the
University of Melbourne, Australia, through Professor
Saman Halgamuge. Long-term sponsors of this
national event include 99x and WSO2. Additionally,
the logo for SL-SWCS was designed and created by
Mr. S. Mayurathan, an alumnus from Batch 17 of the
DCS.

UoJCoders Coding Competition

The Department of
Computer Science
hosts a "University
of Jaffna coding
competition’ known as
“UoJCoders,” aimed
at enhancing the problem-solving and programming
skills of undergraduate computing students to develop
efficient programmers. Inspired by IEEEXtreme,
UoJCoders is a 12-hour inter-university coding
competition open to all undergraduate students in
Sri Lanka, particularly those pursuing computing
degrees. The event is conducted online using the
HackerRank platform. The inaugural UoJCoders
competition took place on March 16-17, 2019,
initiated by the DCS under the headship of
Dr. A. Ramanan, and expertly organised by the
Computer Society, led by Mr. R. Kasthurirajan and
his team. The logo for UoJCoders was designed and
created by Mr. Ruchira, an alumnus from Batch 09
of the Direct-intake students of the DCS. Since its
inception, UoJCoders has been a platform for nurturing

coding talent and promoting a culture of competitive
programming among the undergraduate community.

The Computer Society of the University of Jaffna

The Computer Society
2. of this university was
established in 1993 (as per
the 155th Council meeting)
under the headship of Dr.
| Knowledge is®ower | S. Kanaganathan, and the
~ (VERSTTY QP IARENA Head of'the Department also
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advised publishing a newsletter named “sewreflwib
(Kananiyam). Unfortunately, many documents were
found missing when we returned to the main campus
in May 1996, following the mass exodus from the
Valikamam area to other areas that occurred in
October/November 1995. The documents related to
the CompSoc were also among them. Mr. Thabotharan
drafted the constitution of the Computer Society in
1998. The society became fully functional, with the
election of the first set of office bearers in 1999, and
Mr. S. Jeyarajan (Alumnus of the 5th Batch) was
elected as the first president of the Computer Society.
The crest of the Computer Society was designed and
created by Mr. V.P. Sasivarnan, an alumnus of the
Faculty of Science. Some of the prominent activities
of CompSoc include conducting seminars in remote
areas to review ICT subjects and past examination
papers for students preparing for the G.C.E. (O/L)
and (A/L) examinations, organising workshops for
school students and teachers on website development,
hosting TechTalks, coding bootcamps, and social
gatherings. The CompSoc also celebrates religious
festivals, including Thai Pongal and Navarathiri Pooja,
fostering a sense of community and cultural diversity

among students.

CompSoc Park was created to facilitate students’
independent and group learning, as well as to provide
aspace for leisure activities. The park was constructed
by the DCS and features newly planted mango, neem,
teak trees, and crotons, along with newly built stone
seats. The park is strategically located in front of the
New Science Block and behind the Mathematics
Block and offers free Wi-Fi access to the students.
The project transformed a small area of bare land
into a vibrant and welcoming space for students.
The construction was led by Dr. A. Ramanan and
overseen by the members of the Computer Society of
UoJ under the leadership of Mr. Y. Achchuthan, the
then-President of CompSoc, during the headship of
Dr. K. Thabotharan. Since its completion, CompSoc
Park has become a cherished spot for students, who
use it for various activities including celebrating the
birthdays of batchmates and teachers. The park’s
thoughtful design and amenities have made it an
integral part of the campus, enhancing the student
experience at the University of Jaffna.
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The IEEE Student Branch of the University
of Jaffna

4 IEEE

University of Jaffna
Student Branch

The IEEE Student
Branch of the University
of Jaffna (IEEE-SB-
Uol) was established
in S eptember 2018
under the leadership
of the then Head of the
Department of Computer Science, Dr. A. Ramanan,
with Mr. S.P.D. Anuraj as the founding chairperson and
Dr. (Mrs.) B. Mayurathan as the founding counsellor.
Initially, the student branch comprised members from
the Department of Computer Science, and it has since
expanded to include members from the Faculties of
Science, Engineering, and Technology. The branch
now boasts several chapters and an affinity group,
including the Power and Energy Society (PES)
Chapter, Women in Engineering (WIE) Affinity
Group, Computer Society (CS) Chapter, Robotics
and Automation Society (RAS) Chapter, Signal
Processing Society (SPS) Chapter, Computational
Intelligence Society (CIS) Chapter, and Electron
Devices Society and Nanotechnology Council (EDS-
NTC) Chapter. With over a hundred undergraduate and
graduate members, [EEE-SB-UoJ offers a platform
for students to develop innovative ideas and enhance
both technical and non-technical skills. With over
a hundred undergraduate and graduate members,
IEEE-SB-UolJ provides a platform for students to
develop their innovative ideas and technical and non-
technical skills. The branch is highly active, organising
numerous activities throughout the year to bolster the
professional and technical skills of both IEEE and
non-IEEE members, including those in the region. Its
members also participate in national and international
committees and volunteer for projects organised by the
IEEE Sri Lanka Section and IEEE.

The IEEE-SB-UoJ has received numerous awards
and recognitions for its outstanding activities and
contributions. In 2023, the branch won the “Outstanding
Student Branch Award” and the “Emerging Affinity
Group (SB Category) Award” for the IEEE Women
in Engineering (WIE) Student Branch Affinity Group
at the IEEE Section Awards. In 2022, at the SYWL
Congress in South Korea, IEEE-SB-UoJ secured
the “IEEE Region 10 Outstanding Student Branch
Award” and the “IEEE Regional Exemplary Student
Branch Award” for its activities in the Asia Pacific
Region. In 2021, at the IEEE BOOST Recognition
Ceremony and IEEE Sri Lanka Section Awards,
the branch was honoured with several accolades:
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the “Best Emerging Student Branch Recognition
Award”, “First Runner-up of Student Branch Video
Contest”, “Best IEEE Andaharaya Event”, “Winner
of'the Proposal Contest for Membership Development
Fund”, and “Special Recognition for Membership
Recruitment and Retention.” Additionally,
Professor A. Ramanan received the “Outstanding
Branch Counsellor Award 2021 at the IEEE Sri
Lanka Section Awards. At the 2023 IEEE Sri Lanka
Section Awards, the IEEE CIS Student Branch Chapter
received the “Emerging Chapter (Student Branch
Category) Award”. Atthe 2024 IEEE Sri Lanka Section
Awards, the IEEE WIE Student Branch Affinity Group
was honored with the “Emerging Affinity Group
(Student Branch Category) Award,” and Dr. (Ms.) R.
Nirthika received the “Outstanding Branch Advisor
Award” for her role as the Advisor of the IEEE WIE
Student Branch Affinity Group at the University
of Jaffna. Over the past three years, the branch has
secured more than USD 25,000 in competitive grants
to carry out various activities targeting university and
school students. It is important to acknowledge that
a significant contribution has been made by the DCS
members. These accolades highlight the branch’s
dedication to excellence and its substantial impact
within the IEEE community.

Gavel Club at the DCS

In2019, Ms. Samantha Tharani Jeyakumar played
a crucial role in establishing a Gavel Club at the DCS
atthis university. The primary aim of'this initiative was
to motivate students to improve their English-speaking
skills. By providing a supportive environment for
practising public speaking and communication, the
Gavel Club has become an invaluable resource for
students, enhancing their confidence and proficiency
in English. Since its inception, the club has held regular
meetings and events, fostering a community of learners
dedicated to personal and professional growth.

Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) Signed
by the DCS

ICTA Sri Lanka, Dialog Axiata, and CSSL: On
August 24, 2022, the DCS signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with the Information and
Communication Technology Agency of Sri Lanka
(ICTA), Dialog Axiata PLC, and the Computer
Society of Sri Lanka (CSSL) to establish an IoT
Innovation Laboratory in the newly constructed
DCS building. The MoU signing ceremony included
dignitaries from ICTA, CSSL, and Dialog Axiata PLC
participating via Zoom from the [CTA Auditorium. The
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna, Professor
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S. Srisatkunarajah; the Dean of the Faculty of Science,
Professor P. Ravirajan; the Head of the Department
of Computer Science, Mr. S. Suthakar; the Patron of
the CSSL GenZ Chapter at the University of Jaffna,
Dr. K. Thabotharan; and other DCS staff joined the
event via Zoom from the Boardroom of the University
of Jaffna. Mr. Jayantha de Silva (Chairman, ICTA),
Mr. Damith Hettihewa (President, CSSL), and Mr.
Supun Weerasinghe (Director/Group Chief Executive,
Dialog Axiata PLC) signed their copies of the MoU
from the ICTA Auditorium, while the Vice-Chancellor
of'the University of Jaffna signed another copy. Mr. S.

Suthakar, with crucial support and coordination from
Dr. K. Thabotharan, was instrumental in establishing
the ‘IoT Innovation Lab,” which is equipped with
resources worth over LKR 12 million provided by
Dialog Axiata PLC as part of the MoU.

University of Konstanz: The University of Jaffna,
Sri Lanka, and the University of Konstanz, Germany,
entered into a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) on March 28, 2023, to facilitate research
and collaboration in the areas of Natural Language
Processing (NLP) and Computational Linguistics.
The agreement was signed by the Department of
Computer Science (DCS) at the University of Jaffna
and the Department of Linguistics at the University
of Konstanz, with the objective of promoting mutual
cooperation and support in these fields. The MoU will
facilitate joint research initiatives, faculty and student
exchanges, and collaborative seminars and workshops.
The signing ceremony was held at the University of
Jaffna and was attended by representatives from both
universities, including Professor S. Srisatkunarajah,
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaftha, and
Professor Dr. Miriam Butt, the Dean of the Faculty
of Humanities at the University of Konstanz. The
ceremony also included Professor P. Ravirajan, the
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Dean of the Faculty of Science, and the head and
staff of the DCS at the University of Jaffna. This
collaboration is expected to strengthen the research
capabilities of both universities, facilitate the sharing

of knowledge and expertise, and contribute to the
advancement of NLP and Computational Linguistics.
Dr. K. Sarveswaran was instrumental in bringing this
MoU between the DCS at the University of Jaffha and
the University of Konstanz.

Griffith University: An MoU has been drafted
for collaboration between Griffith University and the
University of Jaffna. The draft MoU has been approved
by the council of the University of Jaffna and is now in
the process of obtaining approval from the UGC and
the Ministry of Education. This MoU is to establish
a legal collaborative relationship in academic and
research activities of the two institutions.

DCS Organised National Events

The DCS has been pivotal in organising national
events that have significantly influenced Sri Lanka’s
academic and IT landscapes. In December 2010,
the DCS hosted the IEEE International Conference
on Information and Automation for Sustainability
(ICIAfS) Post Conference Workshop, a landmark
event for the Faculty of Science, as it was the first-ever
international workshop held there, attracting around
100 students. In December 2014, the DCS organised
the largest IT event in the Northern Peninsula, the
Jaffna IT Conference, with generous support from
SLASSCOM, the ICT Agency of Sri Lanka (ICTA),
the Export Development Board (EDB), and the
Ministry of Education (MoE). This event drew over
200 students from across the country and offered
deep insights into Sri Lanka’s IT industry. More
recently, in July 2023, the DCS in collaboration
with the IEEE Computational Intelligence Society
(CIS) Student Branch Chapter of the University
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of Jaffna hosted the IEEE Summer School on held the “Google exploreCSR Summer School on
Computational Intelligence: Theory and Applications Machine Intelligence (GeSSoMI-2024),” gathering
(AIGNITE-2023), marking the first such event in Sri 111 students for a transformative experience in
Lanka. In June 2024, the DCS, in collaboration with cutting-edge technologies like Machine Learning

the University of Melbourne and Google Research, and Generative Al featuring global and local experts.

Participants of the IEEE ICIAfS Post Conference Workshop —2010

JAFFNA
IT WEEK

AFFNA IT CONFERENC

6'" Dec 2014

“ 5 Lank
R Telecom
i | Department of Computer Scien: Exclusive Mobile
oruriesdy (PR BEDLENC oty (95 SLASSCOM (s omasun ZANDBOank  Siwvrae G
" of {ry am e I " i
Partners  OF(Technology ~ CODEGEN Hayleys & m Microsoft  ORODG virtusa WE@y

Pioneer Batch of the DCS
For more photos please visit: www.csc.jfn.ac.lk/ gallery
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Heads of the Department of Computer Science since 1991

Prof. K. Kunaratnam Dr. S. Kanaganathan Dr. S. Mahesan
1991 - 1993 1993 - 1996 1996 - 1999
2000 - 2008

Mr. K. Kannan (Acting) Dr. E. Y. A. Charles Dr. K. Thabotharan
1999 - 2000 2008 -2014 2014 - 2017

Prof. A. Ramanan Mr. S. Suthakar Dr. (Mrs). B. Mayurathan
2017 - 2020 2020 - 2023 2023 - to date
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Academic Staff of the Department

Professor A. Ramanan
Professor in Computer Science
BSc Hons (Jaftna),

PhD (Southampton), SMIEEE

Professor M. Siyamalan
Professor in Computer Science
BSc Hons (Jaffna), MSc (Nice),
PhD (Dundee), SMIEEE

Dr.E. Y. A. Charles

Senior Lecturer Gr. I

BSc Hons (Jaffna), PhD (Cardiff),
MIEEE

Dr. K. Thabotharan

Senior Lecturer Gr. I

BSc Hons (Jaffna), MSc (Akron),
Ph.L. (Uppsala), PhD (Colombo),
MIEEE

Dr. (Mrs). Barathy Mayurathan
Head of the Department

Senior Lecturer Gr. I

BSc Hons (Jaffna),

PhD (Peradeniya), SMIEEE

Mr. S. Suthakar
Senior Lecturer Gr. I
BSc Hons (Jaffna),
MPhil (Jaffna)
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Dr. K. Sarveswaran
Senior Lecturer Gr. I
BSc Hons (Peradeniya),
MSc (Moratuwa)

PhD (Moratuwa), CLP,
SMIEEE

Dr. S. Shriparen

Senior Lecturer Gr. 1T

BSc Hons (Jaftna),

MSc (Colombo),

PhD (Queensland), MIEEE

Dr. T. Kokul

Senior Lecturer Gr. II

BSc Hons (Jaftna),

PhD (Queensland), SMIEEE

Dr. (Ms.) J. Samantha Tharani
Senior Lecturer Gr. 11

BSc Hons (Jaffna),

PhD (Griffith), MIEEE

Dr. (Ms.) R. Nirthika
Lecturer

BSc Hons (Jaftna),
PhD (Jaffna), SMIEEE

Ms. M. Mayuravaani
Lecturer (Probationary)
BSc Hons (CS) (Jaffna)
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Academic Support Staff

Mr. V. Visithan
Programmer Cum Systems
Analyst Gr.

BSc Hons (Jaffna),

MSc (Peradeniya)

Non-academic Staff

Mr. Y. Hajanthan
Technical Officer Gr. II Seg. B
BSc (Jaftna)

Mr. N. Thileepan
Staff Management Assistant
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Mr. T. Sugirthan

Asst. Network Manager Gr. |
BSc (Jaftna), HNDIT,

MSc (Peradeniya)

Mrs. A. Vahini
Management Assistant Gr. I11
BBA Hons (Jaffna)

Mr. A. Arulnesan
Laboratory Attendant Gr. 111
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DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES

University of Jaffna

About the Department of Fisheries

The Department of Fisheries emerged from the
Centre for Development of Fisheries, which was
founded through the dedicated efforts of Prof. K.
Chitravadivelu in 1998. The primary aim of the
Centre was to offer a Diploma in Fisheries Science
course, focusing on capacity development within
fishing communities. Due to the high demand for
this diploma and the introduction of new degree
programs in fisheries and aquatic sciences at other
Universities in Sri Lanka, there was arecognized need
for similar degree programs in the northern province.
Therefore, being the then Head of the Department
of Zoology and chairperson of the subcommittee to
establish Department of Fisheries, senior Professor
Sivashanthini Kuganathan, in association with another
five staff members of Zoology Department, formulated
and submitted a proposal to offer Fisheries Science
as a principal subject for biological science students
to the faculty board in 2007, at the request of the then
acting Vice-Chancellor, Prof.R.Kumaravadivel. This
proposal received swift approval from the faculty
board, senate, and council of the University of
Jaffna. Subsequently, the Standing Committee of the
University Grants Commission (UGC) approved a
four-year honours degree curriculum to commence a
Bachelor of Science Honours in Fisheries Science, and
the establishment of the Department of Fisheries was
notified by Gazette on June 5, 2009. The Department
of Fisheries officially began its operations on August
1, 2009, with Prof. Sivashanthini Kuganathan, a staff
from the Zoology Department, as the founder and head
of the department.

Since its establishment, the Department of
Fisheries offered a BScHons in Fisheries Science, for
Biological Sciences stream students under the Faculty
of Science and an MPhil programme in Fisheries
Science under the Faculty of Graduate Studies. The
BSc general degree programme spans three years,
while the BScHons degree is a four-year programme
that includes research and internship components.
The diploma in Fisheries Science, offered since 1998,
was discontinued in 2012 due to a lack of human and
infrastructure resources once the new degree program
was accommodated.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

The undergraduate curriculum is designed with
a multidisciplinary approach, incorporating marine
biology, fisheries biology, molecular biology,
biochemistry, microbiology, oceanography, limnology,
ecology, fishery economics, social science, aquatic
toxicology, and fisheries statistics. These courses,
crafted by expert panels led by Prof. Sivashanthini
Kuganathan, aim to equip graduates with a broad
knowledge base and critical thinking skills, preparing
them to address emerging issues in the fisheries sector.
The MPhil programme is designed to tackle emerging
fisheries and aquatic-related issues in the northern
region of Sri Lanka. It focuses on scientifically
identifying problems and solutions, contributing to
sustainable development in the region and the broader
fisheries sector.

During the first three years, academic activities
were supported by lecturers from other departments,
including Prof. Noble Surendran, Prof. Eswaramohan,
Dr. Abiramy, Mr. Venkatesh Luckshman from the
Zoology Department, and Prof. Thavaranjit and Dr.
(Ms.) Krishnapillai from the Botany Department.
Later, the department was compelled to manage the
general and honours degree programmes by utilising
temporary and visiting lecturers. The challenges faced
in conducting lectures and practical classes were
transformed into strong requests to the UGC to create
new cadres but none of them were successful during
that time. In 2014, University administration requested
the UGC to convert three Dean’s Office temporary
cadres to permanent cadres and got the approval from
them and allocated for the newly established Fisheries
Department with the wholehearted agreement of the
then Dean of the Faculty of Science Prof. K. Kandsamy.
Realising the difficulties faced by the then Head of the
Department, Prof. Mrs.S.Kuganathan, the then Vice
Chancellor, Professor Vasanthy Arasaratnam, Senior
Professor of Biochemistry requested the UGC to
grant permission to transfer her to the Department
of Fisheries from the Department of Zoology. It was
successful and she was transferred to the Department
of Fisheries on 01* May 2014 and occupied the one
permanent cadre. For the remaining two cadres, two
additional lecturers were recruited in 2015, they were
Mrs. Sutharshini Sathyaruban, who had served as a
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temporary assistant lecturer since the department’s
inception, and Mr. Kuddithamby Gunaalan, who had
been serving as a visiting lecturer since 2012.

Only one student entered the honours degree
programme in 2012, and in the following year,
four students were selected. The honours degree
programme was fully supported and facilitated by
visiting lecturers. Visiting lecturers from Universities
across Sri Lanka, such as Prof. Udeni Edirisinghe
from the University of Peradeniya (2013 — to date),
Dr. Arivalakan from the University of Jaffna (2014),
Dr. Chinthaka Perera (2013 —to date), Dr. Guruge from
the University of Ruhuna (2014 —to date), Mr. Nuwan
from the University of Uva Wellassa (2014 — 2022),
Prof. Jeyakodi from the University of Wayamba (2019
—2022), and Prof. Pathmalal from the University of Sri
Jeyawardenapura (2022), have all contributed to the
honours degree program. Due to high job demand, the
department’s student population has grown, leading
to the recruitment of Mr. Nadarajah Ragavan, Mrs.
Shobiya Gobiraj, and Mrs. Thapeetha Arudselven as
lecturers in 2018, 2019, and 2021, respectively. This
was possible with the newly provided three cadres by
the UGC after an expert team visit to all Sri Lankan
Universities in 2017, to revise the cadres.

The Department of Fisheries faced significant
challenges due to limited infrastructure for conducting
lectures and practicals. Since its inception, lectures
have been conducted in the 1200 square feet Centre for
Development of Fisheries, Lecture hall. Adjacent to
it there is another 1200 square feet office space which
served as an office, administrative and staff area. The
Zoology Department provided laboratory spaces for
practical sessions from 2009 to 2012.

In 2013, the old Health Centre building was
allocated as a laboratory for Fisheries Science students
by the then Dean, Faculty of Science. However, it was
assigned to construct a new building for the Department
of Computer Science which was demolished in 2019
and the Fisheries Science laboratory was moved to
the old diploma in Fisheries Science building behind
the Chemistry Department in 2014. After persistent
efforts by Prof. Sivashanthini Kuganathan, a space
was allocated in the newly constructed Natural Science
Block (NSB 1II) in 2015, with the support of the then
Dean, Faculty of Science Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah.

Despite these efforts, office space and staff rooms
remained insufficient and unsuitable for confidential
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tasks such as paper setting and corrections, as it was
an open space where anyone could enter and exit. This
led to arented temporary relocation to the first house of
Kumarasamy Lane in 2020 with the extended support
of the then Dean and the then Competent Authority.
The scattered locations of the department’s facilities
and limited lecture hall and laboratory spaces have
restricted the student intake, with a maximum of 40
students per batch.

During this period, the Department facilitated
the graduation of numerous students through the
degree programme. From 1998 to 2012, 480 students
graduated with a diploma in Fisheries Science course.
Since the inception of the degree programmes, more
than 400 students have majored in fisheries science as
part of their undergraduate studies. The department
has produced 50 Fisheries Science honours degree
graduates and 11 MPhil graduates, with 8 students
currently working under the projects handled by the
Department. Remarkably, 98% of our graduates are
now employed in government and private sectors,
25% of our graduates have pursued further education
and 42 % ofthem have obtained postgraduate degrees
in foreign countries. This success underscores the
department’s commitment to providing high-quality
education and training, equipping students with the
skills and knowledge needed to excel in their careers
and contribute to the sustainable development of the
fisheries sector.

The Department of Fisheries facilitates two
overseas training/research programmes: the GRO-FTP
(formerly UNU FTP) and the NOR LANKA BLUE
project, both offering full scholarships. Since 2018,
five undergraduates have received full scholarships
to participate in the six-month UNESCO-GRO
Fisheries Training Program (GRO-FTP) in Iceland.
Additionally, nine MPhil students have been awarded
scholarships to attend a five-month mobility training
programme with coursework at Tromso University,
Norway, under the NOR-LANKA Blue project since
2019. These programmes provided foreign exposure
and opportunities to conduct research under the
guidance of world-renowned scientists in fisheries
and related fields.

Despite the small number of staff in the Department
of Fisheries within the Faculty of Science, the
Department produced high-quality research through
several grants. The department’s staff have been
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awarded 22 research grants to conduct multidisciplinary
research in fisheries and marine-related sectors,
aiming to develop sustainable fisheries, manage the
environment effectively, and enhance community
livelihoods.

Major research projects include Prof. Sivashanthini
Kuganathan’s MFF project on identifying potential
sites for sea cucumber culture in 2014, which
revolutionised the farming industry, and a project on
renovating freshwater tanks in Delft Island, providing
clean water for local residents. Another notable project
involved utilising palmyra fruit as an ingredient for
fish feeds, emerging as a cost-effective feeding method
inaquaculture carried out by Sutharshini Sathyaruban.

The department has published 9 books, 2 book
chapters, 69 peer-reviewed journal articles, 93
abstracts, 5 short communications, and 9 magazine
and paper articles, disseminating knowledge to both
the scientific community and the public. This body
of work underscores our commitment to advancing
the field of fisheries science and contributing to
sustainable practices and community development.

Of the staff members recruited Kuddithamby
Gunaalan completed his PhD at Technical University
of Denmark and returned for work in February 2024,
Sutharshini Sathyaruban submitted her PhD thesis
at University of Sri Jayawardenapura, returned for
work and assumed duties as the second Head of the
Department in August 2024, Mr. Nadarajah Ragavan
is writing his PhD thesis and about to submit it to
the University of Sri Jayawardenapura shortly,
Mrs. Shobya Gobiraj completed her MPhil degree
at University of Jaffna with the mobility training
offered under NORLANKA BLUE project had been
trained for 5 months at University of Tromso and
returned for work in August 2022 and Mrs. Thapeetha
Arudselven is awarded a scholarship to pursue Masters
in Aquaculture and Aquatic resource management at
Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand and proceeded
to Thailand on study leave in August 2024. All these
promotional events could be severely admired for the
solo efforts and leadership of the founder head Prof.
Sivashanthini Kuganathan amidst all the challenges
and struggles.

Apart from routine activities, the Department
of Fisheries seriously focuses on community
development and environmental monitoring, utilising
the knowledge and research skills of students and

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

staff. The department conducts ongoing monitoring
of marine environments and fisheries ecosystems,
involving undergraduate and postgraduate students
in field visits and research activities. Key focus
areas include the shrimp fishery in the Jaffna
Peninsula, beach pollution analysis, and climate
change impacts assessed through satellite and in-situ
monitoring. Additionally, the department analyzes
primary productivity and plankton diversity. This
comprehensive monitoring enables the department
to issue precautionary warnings based on research
findings, including alerts for harmful algal blooms,
fishing mortalities, invasive species, and overfishing,
thus safeguarding fishers, tourists, and the local
economy.

The department also actively participates in
community development initiatives, empowering
fishing communities by imparting scientific
knowledge and fostering skill development to broaden
livelihood opportunities and increase resilience
to future challenges. These initiatives include
organizing beach cleaning campaigns to promote
environmental health and enhancing student skills
through webinars and expert talks. By integrating
research and community outreach, the department
demonstrates its commitment to using scientific
advancements for practical applications that benefit
both the environment and the local community.

Despite significant achievements in research,
awards, and international training opportunities for
students, the Department of Fisheries continues to face
challenges due to a lack of centralised infrastructure.
Limited to one lecture hall, one large laboratory,
one small research lab, one equipment room, one
conference hall, and one wet lab, the department’s
teaching and learning capabilities are severely
restricted, which also limits student intake for the
degree program. Although land has been allocated
for constructing a four-storey department building,
the department is actively seeking funding and grant
support to achieve this project.

If the proposed building becomes true, it would
enable increased student intake, the recommencement
of the diploma programme to develop the capacity of
fishers and other stakeholders, and the introduction
of two new applied science programmes: Sustainable
Ocean and Aquaculture Management, and Ocean
Science and Marine Conservation. The Department
achieved many accomplishments with limited
resources, but the lack of adequate facilities continues
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to hinder its staft’s full potential. With the necessary
infrastructure, the Department can expand the
educational offerings and further enhance its
contributions to the field of fisheries science and
community development.

International Collaborations and Capacity
Development for Fisheries Science Students

Through strategic international collaborations,
the Department of Fisheries at the University of
Jaffna offers its students invaluable opportunities
to enhance their academic and professional skills
in fisheries science. These partnerships provide
access to advanced training programmes, research
opportunities, and exchange programmes, enabling
our students to gain global perspectives and expertise.
By participating in these initiatives, students are
better equipped to contribute to sustainable fisheries
management and the development of marine resources
in Sri Lanka. The department remains committed to
fostering these opportunities, ensuring our graduates
are prepared to tackle the challenges of the fisheries
sector.

UNU-FTP/GRO-FTP

The UNU-FTP/GRO-FTP is an advanced six-
month graduate fisheries training program held
in Iceland, in collaboration with the University of
Iceland, the University of Akureyri, Matis, and the
Marine and Freshwater Research Institute. The
program includes intensive coursework and a research
project, aimed at enhancing resource management
capacities in developing countries. Since 2018,
five candidates from the Department of Fisheries,
University of Jafftha have successfully completed this
program.

Name Specialisation | Year
Mr. Nadarajah Fisheries Policy |2018/19
Ragavan and Management
Ms. Thapeethe Quality Man- 2019/20
Arudselven agement of Fish

Handling and

Processing
Ms. Dhanushka Quality Man- 2022/23
Dilini Jayaweera agement of Fish

Handling and

Processing

Ms. Moksha S. Quality Man- 2023/24
Usgoda agement of Fish
Handling and
Processing
Mr. Gobiraj Rame- | Aquatic Re- 2023/24
jeyam source As-
sessment and
Monitoring
NORLANKA BLUE PROJECT

Partner for NORPART grant (NORPART-
2018/10045) titled “NORLANKA BLUE - Innovative
network in fisheries, aquaculture and aquatic science™.
It is a collaborative project funded by the Norwegian
Agency for International Cooperation and Quality
Enhancement in Higher Education (Diku) awarded to
Arctic University of Norway (UiT) in collaboration
with University of Ruhuna (UoR), University of Jaffna
(UoJ) and the National Aquatic Resources Research
and Development Agency (NARA). Under this grant
UiT and the collaborative Universities jointly secured
a grant over the period of five years (2019 — 2023)
under the above theme.

The following nine graduates have been awarded to
undergo a one-semester exchange study programme at
UiT, Norway, under the NOR-LANKA BLUE project.
They followed master degree course modules for 30
European credits at the UiT.

Name of student Year
Ms. S. Saruga

2019
Ms. P. Gowsala
Ms. P. Shobiya
Ms. J.G.B.D.D. Jayaweera 2020
Mr. PM.R.C.S.B. Pallemulla
Ms. S. Uventhikka

2022
Ms. K. Sivagini
Ms. N.M.I. Anjalie

2023
Ms. C.N.S.Wijesundara
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Research grants

Prof. Mrs. Sivashanthini Kuganathan

L.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FOSAA), University of Jaffna

Principal - investigator of the research project
titled “Fishes of the Jaffna lagoon”. Financially
supported by University of Jaffna in 1998:
Completed successfully (Research station:
University of Jaffna). (Amount 25000/=).

Co-investigator of the research project titled
“Status and taxonomy of Herpetofauna and their
conservation in Jaffna peninsula” since February
2006, financially supported by National Science
Foundation of Sri Lanka [RG/2003/Z200/07]:
Completed successfully. (Research station:
University of Jaffna). (Amount 437,540/=).

“Principal investigator for the research project
“Lipid deposition and depletion in relation to
sexual maturity and spawning in Scomberoids
lysan (Carangidae)” funded by National Research
Council, Colombo, Sri Lanka [grant No: 07-19].
(Research station: University of Jaftna). (Amount
2,309,000/=).

Principal - investigator of the research project titled
“Systematics and population dynamics of squids
from the northern coastal waters of Sri Lanka”.
Financially supported by National Science
Foundation of Sri Lanka [RG/2006/MS/01]:
Completed successfully. (Research station:
University of Jaffna). (Amount 1,554,720/=).

Principal - investigator of the research project
titled “Reproductive biology of Gerres oblongus
from the Jaffna lagoon”. Financially supported
by Faculty of Graduate Studies research grant,
University of Jaffna: Completed successfully.
(Research station: University of Jaffna). (Amount
84,500/=).

Principal — investigator of the research project
titled “Potential for sea cucumber culture from
the Jaffna lagoon”. Financially supported by
IUCN- MFF [MFF/98]. Completed successfully.
[Research station: University of Jaffna]. (Amount
1,413,830/=).

Principal — investigator of the research project
titled “Diversity and the antimicrobial activity
of sea grasses in the coastal region of Jaffna
Peninsula”. Financially supported by University
research grant — 2014 (URG/2014/SEIT/03).

10.

Completed successfully. [Research station:
University of Jaffna]. (Amount 493,150/=).

Principal — investigator of the research project
titled “Mapping of ponds / waterholes and
restoration of a selected pond at the Delft Island”.
Financially supported by [IUCN- MFF [MFF/07].
Completed successfully. [Research station:
University of Jaffna]. (Amount 2,431,334/=).

Principal — investigator of the research project
titled “Assessing the quality and quantity of coral
DNA by conventional agarose gel electrophoresis
method”. Financially supported by University
research grant — 2018 (URG/2018/SEIT/01).
Completed successfully. [Research station:
University of Jaffna]. (Amount 800,000/=).

Principal — investigator of the research project
titled “Identification of cryptic sea cucumber
species in Northern Province using DNA
barcoding”. Financially supported by University
research grant — 2019 (URG/2019/SEIT/25).
Work in Progress. [Research station: University
of Jaftna]. (Amount 800,000/=).

Mrs. Sutharshiny Sathyaruban

1.

Principal - investigator of the research project
titled “Evaluation of shelf life for commercially
important food fishes and shell fishes in the Jaffna
Peninsula during ice storage (Research station:
University of Jaffna: URG/2015/01). (Amount
500,040/=). (Completed)

Principal investigator of the research project
titled “Effect of natural carotenoid for enhancing
colouration and growth in goldfish (Carassius
auratus)” (URG/2018/SEIT/02) (Amount
800,000/=) (Completed)

“Principal Investigator of the research titled “A
comparative study on isolation of DNA from fin,
scale and tissues of cryptic ornamental fishes in
Jaffna Peninsula” (URG/2019/SEIT/22) (Amount
900,000/=). (Completed)

Principal Investigator of the research titled
“Formulation of practical diets for swordtails
Xiphophorus helleri (Poeciliidae) for growth
and colour optimization using mathematical
modelling” (URG/2021/SEIT/30) (Amount
797,000 /=) (Completed.)
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5.

Principal Investigator of the research titled
“Enhancing the skin colouration of ornamental
fishes using palmyrah fruit” (AHEAD/RA3/UBL/
JFN/OVAA/23) (Amount 91,500/=) Completed

“Financial assistance by UGC for PhD studies
titled “Efficiency of skin colouration, immune
response and growth in Guppy, swordtail and
platyfish species fed with locally formulated diet
using palmyrah fruit pulp, seaweed and shrimp
shells” amounting Rs. 2,767,642.28 in 2021 (in
Progress)

Dr. Kuddithamby Gunaalan

1.

Principal - investigator of the research project
titled “Water quality assessment of Ponds at
Delft Island, Jaffna (Research station: University
of Jaffna: URG/2015/01). (Amount 800,040/=).
(Completed)

Mr. Nadarajah Ragavan

Principal - investigator of the research project
titled “Quantitative and qualitative assessment of
genomic DNA extracted from cryptic Sardinella
species: PCR optimization” (Research station:
University of Jaffna: URG/2021/SEIT/25).
(Amount 806,200/=). (Completed)

Mr. Khalingarajah Harichandra

University Business Linkage (UBL) competitive
research grant amounting to 100,000.00 LKR
from the University of Jaffna for developing
a “smart faucet.( AHEAD/RA3/UBL/JEN/
OVAA/01)”

Awards and fellowship

Prof. (Mrs.) Sivashanthini Kuganathan

1.

Awarded a KORDI — UNU International
Fellowship to attend two weeks training on
Passive air sampling: long range transport of
pollutants.

Awarded MoES, CSIR New Delhi and TNSCST
Chennai fellowship to visit PG Research

Department of Zoology, Government Arts College
(Autonomous), Kumbakonam — 612 001, Tamil
Nadu, India and to attend International workshop
on fish taxonomy from 21st—23rd March 2012

SUSRED award — 2012, under Support
Scheme for Supervision of Research Degree in
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7.

recognition of the supervision of M.Phil titled
“Population dynamics of Sepioteuthis lessoniana
(Cephalopoda: Loliginidae) from the Jaffna

lagoon” by the National Science Foundation,

Colombo

SUSRED award-2014, under Support Scheme
for Supervision of Research Degree (SUSRED)
in recognition of the supervision of M.Phil titled
“Reproductive characteristics of Scomberoides
lysan (Forsskal, 1775) (Pisces: Carangidae) from
the waters around Jaffna Peninsula, Sri Lanka” by
the National Science Foundation, Colombo on the
23rd day of December 2014.

SUSRED award 2014, under Support Scheme
for Supervision of Research Degree (SUSRED)
in recognition of the supervision of M.Phil titled
“Lipid changes in relation to sexual maturity and
spawning in Scomberoides lysan (Carangidae)
from waters around the Jaffna peninsula, Sri
Lanka” by the National Science Foundation,
Colombo on the 23rd day of December 2014.

Long service award by University of Jaffna—2019

Mrs. Sutharshiny Sathyaruban

L.

“UNU — UNESCO International Fellowship
to attend two weeks training programme
on ‘““mangrove biodiversity’’ at Annamalai
University, India in 2015.

THE IOC/IODE/OCEANTEACHER GLOBAL
ACADEMY: OTGA-INOS/UMT Training
Course: Foundations of Coastal and Marine
Spatial Planning: 18 - 22 November 2018, Kuala
Terengganu, Malaysia.

Best Oral Presentation award — first runner up —
Virtual 13th AFAF — 2 nd June 2022.

PhD mobility training fellowship at UiT, Norway
under NORPART Project - 2022

Dr. Gunaalan Kuddithamby

L.

Travel grant for the PICES/ICES 7th International
Zooplankton Production Symposium (Hobart,

Australia) by Scientific Committee on Oceanic
Research (SCOR)

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FOSAA), University of Jaffna
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2. PhD Scholarship by Technical University of

Denmark 2020-2023

Water and Society (WaSo) Fellowship for “Water
and Wastewater Management”, A summer school
from 18/06/2017 to 07/07/2017 at Norwegian
University of Life Sciences (NMBU) and The
University Centre in Svalbard (UNIS), Norway
2011).

Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degree Scholarship
for MSc in Water and Coastal Management 2018-
2020.

Mr. Ragavan Nadarajah

L.

Fellow, Fishery Oceanography for UN Ocean
Decade (F.O.0.D) course conducted by the Indian
National Centre for Ocean Information Services
(INCOIS) in Hyderabad, India under Indian
Technical and Economic Cooperation Programme
(ITEC), Ministry of External Affairs, Government
of India (2024)

Fellow, Fisheries policy and management course
conducted United Nation Fisheries Training
Programme (UNUFTP) in Iceland (2018-2019)

Mrs. Shobiya Gobiraj

1.

Fellow, student exchange mobility under
NORLANKA BLUE project to University of
Tromso in 2020.

Mrs. Thapeetha Arudselven

L.

Fellow, Quality management and fish handling
course conducted United Nation Fisheries
Training Programme (UNUFTP) in Iceland
(2019-2020).

Asian Development Bank - Japan Scholarship
Programe (ADB-JSP) for M.Sc in Aquaculture
and Aquatic resources management at Asian
Institute of Technology, Thailand (2024).

Mr. Khalingarajah Harichandra

L.

Gold Medal in 8th International Invention
Innovation Competition in Canada, iCAN 2023
on 26th August, 2023 conducted by Toronto
International Society of Innovation & Advanced
Skills (Tisias) Toronto, On, Canada. for developing
a “smart faucet v2.0.”

Gold Medal in the Island-wide Invention and
Innovation Competition titled “SAHASAK
NIMAVUM-2020” for an “automated hand
washing station” under the ‘public works and
infrastructure engineering’ subcategory of
University and Tertiary Educational Institutes in
the year 2020.

National Intellectual Property Office of Sri Lanka
under the provisions of Code of intellectual
property Actno 52 of 1979. An automated faucet
with an integral liquid washing dispenser for
regulated handwashing (Patent No: 21588-
2022.06.21) International Patent Classification
(IPC): E03C1/05, F16K 31/02

ALUMNA ACHIEVEMENT
Name Scholarship Achievement Status
Mr. D.M. Rajitha Belt and Road Master’s Fellowship for Master’s in Ma- | Completed in 2021

Dissanayake

Sciences, China

rine Sciences at the University of Chinese Academy of

(2019-2021)

Mrs. C.P. Kumarasinghe

Sciences, China

Belt and Road Master’s Fellowship for Master’s in Ma-
rine Sciences at the University of Chinese Academy of | (2019-2021)

Completed in 2021

Ms. A.M. Harsha Dilrukshi

Prestigious Scholarship Programme for Master’s in Sci-
ence Sustainability and Management at the University
of Central Lancashire, United Kingdom

2022-2024

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Mr. D.M. Rajitha Dissan- | Full Scholarship for Master’s by Research Program at | 2023-2025
ayake the Marine Institute of Memorial University of New-
foundland, Canada
Ms. Malsha Nuwanthi La Trobe University Excellence Scholarship for Mas- | 2023-2025
ter’s in Biotechnology at La Trobe University, Australia
Ms. Shri sayanutha John- | Azad Moulana Scholarship for MSc in Marine Biology | 2024-2026
son at Cochin University of Science and Technology, India
Ms. Abiramy Ravitharan Erasmus Mundus Joint Master’s in Aquaculture, Envi- | 2024-2026
ronment, and Society in Europe
Ms. Jasmin Ruvini Tissera | LUT scholarship for M.Sc in Sustainability science and | 2024-2026
solutions at Lappeenranta Lahti University of Technolo-
gy (LUT), Finland
Mrs. Thapeetha Arudselven | Asian Development Bank-Japan Scholarship Pro- | 2024-2026
gramme (ADB-JSP) for MSc in Aquaculture and Aquat-
ic Resources Management at Asian Institute of Technol-
ogy, Thailand

Patent and Gold Medal for New Invention by
Mr. K. Harichandra, Technical Officer in Fisheries

Mr. K. Harichandra,
a Technical Officer in
‘ Fisheries at the Faculty of
Science, University of Jaffna,
invented “An automated
faucet with an integral
liquid washing dispenser for
regulated handwashing” and
submitted it under the ‘Safety
& Security’ category for the
year 2023 for the “iCAN-
2023” competition, the 8th International Invention
Innovation Competition held in Toronto, Canada on
August 26, 2023. He achieved remarkable success
in the competition by winning three prestigious
international awards, including a Gold Medal with a
special award (2 Medals and 3 certificates).

1. 1CAN Gold Medal: Awarded by the Toronto
International Society of /

Innovation & Advanced |,
Skills (TISIAS). |

2. Canadian Special Award - I
Gold Medal - (TISIAS). |

3. FIRI Award (International
special award for the best
Invention): Awarded by The
First Institute of Inventors and Researchers in I.R.
IRAN (FIRI).
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He obtained a patent for his invention granted
by the National Intellectual Property Office of Sri
Lanka under the provisions of the Code of Intellectual
Property Act No. 52 of 1979 (Patent No: 21588, Date
of Patent: 2022.06.21, Date of Filing: 2021.02.08).
Remarkably, this is the very 1st patent in Jaffna
University history.

Additionally, he participated in an Inventions
and Innovations competition known as “Sahasak
Nimavum-2020” on June 26, 2020, conducted by the
Sri Lanka Inventors Commission and won a Gold
Medal.

Outreach Activities

Thinking of Higher Education: NOR Lanka Blue
WP5 -2024

A workshop was conducted for professionals and
academic experts under the NORPART Project titled
“Thinking of Higher Education”. The workshop
included discussions on critical aspects of higher
education, covering organizational and technological

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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considerations, intersectionality, and student mobility.
It was organised by a dedicated team led by Prof.
Sivashanthini Kuganathan (PI/UoJ) and took place
at Hotel East Lagoon in Batticaloa, Sri Lanka,
from July 23rd to 24th, 2024. The workshop had 28
participants who actively participated in the two-day
sessions. The event included three keynote speeches,
eleven invited lectures including panel discussions
from experts from Norway and Sri Lanka. Four Pls
facilitated the sessions. The interactive nature of the
sessions facilitated fruitful discussions and the sharing
of valuable insights for all participants.

Contribute to Stakeholder Discussion on New
National Fisheries Regulation - 2024

Our department staff actively participated in the
stakeholder discussion on the new national fisheries
regulations and contributed towards addressing
various fisheries-related issues in the Northern
Province in March 2024.

Feasibility Study on Mannar Wind Power - 2022

Prof. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan participated in the
experts’ visit for outcome-based research, including
public discussions and community consultations, and
found some critical information for the mega-project
titled “Mannar Wind Power Project”. She analysed
the possibility of fishing yield reduction due to wind
power development and submitted a report to the Sri
Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority (SLSEA)

Investigation on Massive Fish Dead - 2022

Prof. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan investigated the cause
of a massive fish death at Thondaimanaru Lagoon,
Jaffna, on 30 July 2022, along with other staff members
from the Department of Fisheries and submitted a
detailed report to the Chairman of NARA.

Evaluation of the Impacts of Covid-19 - 2021

The Department of Fisheries, University of Jaffna,
in collaboration with the National Aquatic Resources
Research and Development Agency (NARA),
evaluated the impacts of COVID-19 in the northern
province fisheries sector in March and April 2021.

Investigation on Red Tide - 2021

On 28th March 2021, during a regular coastal water
monitoring program, a prominent discolouration ofthe

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

surface seawater was noticed in the KKS beach, Sri
Lanka. The inshore coastal waters of the sea turned
to red. The Department of Fisheries staff and students
actively involved in identifying the cause of this red
tide, identified and wrote an article on it.

Massive Accumulation of Fresh water Plants -
2021

The Department of Fisheries investigated the
massive accumulation of freshwater plants from India
on the northern coast in October 2021. The results
were shared with the NARA, and an article has been
prepared for publication in a local magazine.

The Department of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources, Kilinochchi, assessed the massive drift
of seaweeds in some parts of the Kilinochchi coastal
region in November 2021. The Department initiated
a study with honours degree students to analyse the
situation in the Kilinochchi district.

Blue Flag Programme - 2020

Prof. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan served as a Professional
Adpvisor for the Blue Flag programme led by Marine
Environment Protection Authority regional office in
Jaffna for an awareness programme at the Karainagar
DS Office regarding the marine environmental
resources and their status at Casuarina to the public
on 03 March 2020.

Fisheries Extension Programme 2015

The department conducted a fisheries extension
program titled “Green Fishing for the Future,”
organized and sponsored by ZOA, Jaffna, on
September 26th, 2015.

A workshop on “Improving the quality of Dry
fish production and management” was conducted
in Mullaithivu District by the Department staff and
Fisheries Science Society on 14th March 2015 as
Social Relation Activity (SAR) with sponsors of
PARCIC and ARAM foundation (Trincomalee).

Fisheries Science Society

The Fisheries Science Society, established in 2014
at the University of Jaffna, is a student organization

dedicated to fostering the academic, professional, and
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FSEe

FISHERIES SCIENCE SOCIETY
sepratment o risnenies  general and honors degrees

UNIVERSITY OF JAFFNA

social development of its

members, who are pursuing

in fisheries science. The
society’s mission is to enhance students’ skills
while actively contributing to the local community
through improved living standards and livelihood
opportunities. By organizing a diverse range of events
and initiatives, the society provides students with
opportunities to engage with experts, deepen their
knowledge, and participate in critical discussions on

fisheries management and marine conservation.

A cornerstone of the society’s efforts is the annual
publication of the “Kadalosai” magazine, which
offers a platform for students to present their research
findings, insights, and creative work related to

fisheries science. Additionally, the society organizes

webinars and guest lectures featuring prominent
experts in the field, granting students exposure to
cutting-edge research and industry practices. The
World Ocean Day celebration, a flagship event, has
become a major highlight of the academic calendar,
with activities and competitions designed to promote

marine conservation awareness and critical thinking.

The society also fosters gender equality and
teamwork through events such as “Aqua Crick,”
a cricket tournament that brings together staff and
students. This event not only provides an enjoyable
means of building relationships but also underscores
the importance of collaboration and mutual respect
in the department staff and students. Committed to
community service, the society collaborates with
local communities to address emerging issues in the

fisheries industry and develop sustainable solutions.

Heads of the Department of Fisheries (2009 - present)

Prof. Mrs. S. Kuganathan
August 2009 - July 2024
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Mrs. S. Sathyaruban
August 2024 - to date
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Staff Profile — Department of Fisheries

Academic Staff

Prof. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MSc (North Wales, UK)

Mr. N. Ragavan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

MSc (SJP)
PhD (Annamalai, India) LBTirEr
Chair & Senior Professor
Mrs. S. Gobiraj

Mrs. S. Sutharshiny
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

MPhil (Jaffna)

Senior Lecturer

BSc Hons (Jaffna)
M.Phil (Jaffna)

Senior Lecturer

Mrs. T. Arudselven
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
Lecturer

Dr. K. Gunaalan
BSc Hons (Ruhunu)

MSc (Bologna, Italy)
PhD (DTU, Denmark)

Lecturer

Support Staff

)

Mr. K. Harichandra Mr. T. Partheepan Mrs. J. Roshanth
Technical Officer Technical Officer Management Assistant

Ms. A. Niroshna
Laboratory Attendant Laboratory Attendant

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna -67-
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Department of Mathematics and Statistics
University of Jaffna

The Department began functioning in September
1974 in the undergraduate section of Jaffna College,
which had been incorporated into the Jaffna Campus.
In 1978, the Department of Mathematics and Statistics
relocated to Thirunelvely and was temporarily housed
in the Health Centre and the Physics Block. The
foundational work for the Department was completed
in 1980. The ground floor of the Mathematics Block
was finished in April 1983, allowing the Department
to occupy this space due to a severe shortage of room
within the Faculty. The first and second floors of the
Mathematics and Statistics Block were completed and
handed over for Department use in May 1985.

Mr. V. Varatharajaperumal and Mr. J. Sathiadas,
who had been part of the undergraduate section at
Jaffna College, were appointed as Probationary
Assistant Lecturer and Instructor, respectively,
effective from October 1, 1974. Dr. J. B. Selliah,
formerly Vice President of the undergraduate
department at Jaftna College, was also appointed as
a Senior Lecturer in Statistics. On October 1, 1974,
Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy, Head of the Department
of Mathematics at the University of Peradeniya, was
appointed as the first Dean of the Faculty of Science
and Head of the Department.

In 1975, Mr. V. Varatharajaperumal and Mr.
K. G. Jinadasa went on study leave to the Indian
Statistical Institute. The following appointments
were made in 1975: Mr. K. Jinadasa (Instructor),
Mr. A. Easwarathasan (Probationary Assistant
Lecturer), Mr. S. Ganesalingam (Probationary
Assistant Lecturer), Miss T. Ponnudurai (Probationary
Assistant Lecturer), and Mr. M. Z. N. Malhardeen
(Probationary Assistant Lecturer). In 1976, Mr. S.
Jeyarajah was appointed as a Probationary Assistant
Lecturer. Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy, Head of the
Department of Mathematics and Statistics, passed
away on January 23, 1977. His dedicated service is
remembered, and in his honour, the Mathematics

Lecture Hall was named “Kanagasabapathy Hall.”

Prof. V. Tharmaratnam joined the Department from
the University of Colombo in March 1978 and assumed
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duties as Head of the Department of Mathematics and
Statistics. Prof. Tharmaratnam also served as the Dean
of the Faculty of Science for three years, starting in
1978. In the same year, the following staff members
were appointed as Probationary Assistant Lecturers:
Mr. R. Shivajee, Mr. A. Thavaneswaran, Mr. K.
Sritharan, and Mr. M. Skantharajah. During this year,
Mr. K. G. Jinadasa, previously an Instructor, was
also appointed as a Probationary Assistant Lecturer.
In 1978, Mr. S. Jeyarajah obtained a fellowship
at the University of Dundee, and Mr. R. Shivaji
received a fellowship at Heriot-Watt University. Mr.
S. Kanaganathan, a Lecturer from the Peradeniya
Campus, joined the Department in 1979.

In 1980, Mr. A. Easwarathasan, Mr. A.
Thavaneswaran, and Mr. K. Sritharan, went on
study leave to Adelphi University, the University of
Waterloo, and Heriot-Watt University, respectively. In
1981, Mr. M. Skantharajah and Mrs. S. Selvananthan,
both Probationary Assistant Lecturers, went on
study leave to the University of Alberta, Canada,
and Murdoch University, Australia, respectively.
During this year, Dr. S. Ganesalingam, Dr. (Mrs.) T.
Nadesalingam (nee Ponnudurai), and Dr. R. Shivaji
received their doctorates from the University of
Queensland, the University of Adelaide, and Heriot-
Watt University, respectively.

In 1982, Mr. S. Mahesan, Mr. V. Jeyakumar, and
Mr. S. Velummylum were appointed as Probationary
Assistant Lecturers. Prof. J. B. Selliah, Head of the
Department, went on sabbatical leave in September
1983 to the Department of Applied Statistics at the
University of Reading, England, and Mr. P. Makinan
was appointed as Head of the Department. Dr. M. Z. N.
Malhardeen, Lecturer, resigned from his post effective
August 1, 1983. Mr. S. Ganeshanadan, Probationary
Assistant Lecturer, left the Department on study leave
under the Colombo Plan scholarship and joined the
University of Reading to pursue a MSc in Applied
Statistics.
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In 1984, Mr. S. Srisatkunarajah and Mr. T.
Maheswaran were appointed as Probationary Assistant
Lecturers. Prof. J. B. Selliah returned from the
University of Reading, U.K., and subsequently
resigned from his position, effective December 31,
1984.

In 1985, Dr. M. R. R. Hoole was appointed as a
Lecturer in the Department. During this year, the
Department introduced a self-paid computer extension
course, conducted by Mr. S. Kanaganathan, Mr. S.
Yogarajah, Miss. R.T. Nadaraj and Mr. S. Mahesan.
This Course not only created computer awareness but
also provided financial support to the Department. Mr.
S. Mahesan went to Cardift, UK for MSc in Computing
under the commonwealth schlorship.

In 1986, Miss K. Thiagarajah, a Probationary
Assistant Lecturer, left for Canada for postgraduate
studies. Mr. S. Mahesan returned to the Department
after earning his MSc in Computer Science in the
U.K., sponsored by the British Council through the
University Grants Commission. Miss Z. T. Hoole,
Miss K. Antonippillai, and Mr. M. Umasuthan were
appointed as Probationary Assistant Lecturers. Miss
A. K. Antonippillai, a Probationary Assistant Lecturer,
left for Marquette University, U.S.A., to pursue an
MSc in Functional Analysis in 1987.

In 1987, Dr. K. Sritharan, a Probationary Assistant
Lecturer, returned from study leave after completing
his PhD at Heriot-Watt University, U.K., and resumed
his duties as a Lecturer on June 5, 1987. During this
year, Mr. N. Nasir and Mr. N. Ramesh were appointed
as Probationary Assistant Lecturers.

In 1988, Mr. N. Ramesh was admitted to the Indian
Statistical Institute, Calcutta, and subsequently to
Imperial College, U.K., to pursue a PhD in Statistics.
Mr. M. Velummylum left for the University of South
Carolina to pursue an MSc in Mathematics. Miss Z. T.
Hoole received an assistantship at Claremont Graduate
School, U.S.A., to pursue a MSc in Differential
Equations. Additionally, Mr. M. Umasuthan left for
the U.K. to pursue an MSc in Computer Science,
also sponsored by the British Council through the
University Grants Commission.

In 1987, the Department building suffered
significant damage due to military operations in Jaffna.
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The estimated cost of damage, including electrical
fittings, amounted to Rs. 650,000. In 1988, Mr. N.
Nasir, a Probationary Assistant Lecturer resigned
from his post.

In 1989, Mr. S. Janarthanan, Miss P. Paramanathan,
and Mr. S. Ambikumar were appointed as Probationary
Assistant Lecturers in the Department. Mr. S.
Yogarajah was appointed as Senior Lecturer Grade 1
in Statistics on a contract basis.

In 1990, Mr. S. Yogarajah was appointed as
Senior Lecturer Grade 1 in Statistics. Mr. R. Sekaran
and Miss S. Sevalkodiyon were appointed as
Probationary Assistant Lecturers in the Department.
Mr. S. Velummylum returned from the U.S.A. after
completing his MSc at the University of South
Carolina and resumed his duties in 1990. Dr. S.
Srisatkunarajah resumed his duties after completing
his PhD in Differential Equations at Heriot-Watt
University, U.K., and was promoted to Senior
Lecturer Grade II. During this year, the University
Grants Commission approved the establishment of the
Department of Computer Science within the Faculty
of Science. As a result, the following staff members
were transferred to the newly established department:
Mr. S. Kanaganathan, Mr. S. Mahesan and Mr. M.
Umasuthan.

In 1991, Dr. M. Kathirkamanayagam and Mrs.
R. Muhunthan joined the department as Senior
Lecturer Grade I1 and Assistant Lecturer, respectively.
During this year, Dr. R. R. Hoole, Dr. K. Sritharan, and
Mrs. M.Yogendran left the department.

In 1992, Mr. S. Ambikumar and Mr. S. Janarthanan
joined McGill University and Concordia University,
Canada, respectively, for their postgraduate studies.
Mr. J. Sathiadas retired from the university on July
30, 1992, after nearly eighteen years of service.
During this year, Miss S. Sevalkodiyon and Dr. M.
Kathirkamanayagam resigned from their positions.

In 1992, Mr. R. Sekaran, a Probationary Lecturer,
went on study leave to Rhodes University, South
Africa, to pursue a Master of Science degree. In
1993, Mr. S. Anton Ravirajan was appointed as a
Probationary Lecturer in Mathematics, while Mr.
J. Rajeswaran and Miss T. Katiravetpillai were
appointed as Probationary Lecturers in Statistics.
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In 1994, Mr. K. Thirulogasanthar and Mr. M.
Muraleetharan were appointed as Probationary
Lecturers in Mathematics, and Mr. P. Ainkaran was
appointed as a Probationary Lecturer in Statistics.
Dr. M. Skantharajah returned to the department after
completing his Ph.D at University of Alberta, and
appointed as a Senior Lecturer.

In 1995, during the October crisis, although the
department building did not suffer serious damage,
it lost almost all its equipment, including computers,
calculators, printers, typewriters, and other office
supplies worth more than a million rupees. This was
a significant setback for the department, which was in
the process of establishing a fully equipped statistical
laboratory. In 1996, Mr. M. J. Tagore was appointed
as a Probationary Lecturer and went to University of
Waterloo, Canada to pursue postgraduate studies.

In 1997, Dr. S. Srisatkunarajah went on a one-year
sabbatical leave to Heriot-Watt University, U.K., as a
Commonwealth Fellow.

In 1998, Mrs. T. Visakulan resigned from her
position. Dr. S. Srisatkunarajah resumed duties after a
one-year Commonwealth Fellowship, where he served
as a research fellow at the University of Bristol and
Heriot-Watt University.

In 1999, Miss M. Nalini and Miss P. Vigneswari
were appointed as Probationary Lecturers in Statistics,
and Miss T. Silogini was appointed as a Probationary
Lecturer in Mathematics.

In 2002, Mr. S. Arivalzahan was appointed as a
Probationary Lecturer in Statistics after obtaining
his Master’s degree from the National University
of Singapore. Mr. A. Laheetharan was appointed
as a Probationary Lecturer in Statistics, and Mr.K.
Kannan was appointed as a Probationary Lecturer
in Mathematics. Prof. V. Tharmaratnam retired from
his position as Professor of Mathematics. However,
he was reappointed on a contract basis due to the
department’s need for his services.

In 2004, Mr. K. Kannan went to the N. Ramanujan
Institute for Advanced Study in Mathematics at the
University of Madras, India, to pursue an MSc in
Mathematics. Mr. S. Arivalzahan went to Monash
University, Australia, to pursue his PhD studies
in Statistics. Meanwhile, the faculty revised its
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curriculum in 2004, with the key change being a switch
from a unit system to a Grade Point Average (GPA)
system. In response, the department also revised the
structure and syllabus of the courses offered.

Dr. S. Srisatkunarajah was appointed as the Head of
the Department in 2005. Dr. R. Vigneswaran from the
Eastern University joined the department as a Senior
Lecturer in Mathematics.

In 2006, Mr. S. Yogarajah retired after serving as a
Senior Lecturer in Statistics. Mr. N. Ramaruban was
appointed as a Probationary Lecturer in Mathematics.
Later that year, due to unrest in the Jaffna peninsula,
the university was closed indefinitely. Dr. S.
Srisatkunarajah left the country on sabbatical leave,
and Dr. R. Vigneswaran was appointed as the Head of
the Department.

The situation returned to normal in early 2007, and
university activities resumed. Mrs. N. Satkunanathan
rejoined the department after completing her MSc at
the University of Newfoundland, Canada, and was
promoted to Senior Lecturer in Statistics. Mr. B.
Keethesan and Mr. N. Varathan were appointed as
Probationary Lecturers in Mathematics and Statistics,
respectively. Mr. S. Yogarajah was reappointed as a
Senior Lecturer in Statistics on a contract basis after
his retirement.

In 2008, Mr. R. Prasanthan was appointed as
a Probationary Lecturer in Mathematics. Mr. N.
Varathan, a Probationary Lecturer pursuing an MSc
in Statistics at the Postgraduate Institute of Science,
won the PGIS prize for best performance. Dr. S.
Arivalzahan, a Lecturer in Statistics, returned from
Australia after obtaining his PhD in Statistics from
Monash University and was promoted to Senior
Lecturer GradeIl. Dr. S. Srisatkunarajah also returned
to the department after his sabbatical leave. During
this period, the department’s laboratory and lecture
halls were renovated under the World Bank funded
IRQUE project.

In 2009, Mr. T. Mathanaranjan and Mr. S.
Arumairajan were appointed as Probationary Lecturers
in Mathematics and Statistics, respectively. That
same year, Dr. S. Srisatkunarajah became Head of
the Department. Dr. R. Vigneswaran was promoted
to Associate Professor on a merit basis. Mr. A.
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Laheetharan resumed duties as a Senior Lecturer
Grade II after obtaining his MPhil in Statistics from
the University of Peradeniya. Additionally, Mr. N.
Ramaruban, a Probationary Lecturer who left for
postgraduate studies at the University of Cincinnati in
the USA, received the Kieval Award at his university.

In 2010, Dr. S. Srisatkunarajah was promoted
to Professor in Mathematics on merit basis. Mr. S.
Selvarajan was also promoted to Senior Lecturer
Grade I. Mr. M. Khokulan was appointed as a
Probationary Lecturer in Mathematics. The following
year, Mr. B. Muraleetharan was appointed as a
Probationary Lecturer in Mathematics. In 2011, Mr.
N. Ramaruban received another fellowship, the Henry
Laws Fellowship, during his postgraduate studies.

In 2012, Mr. N. Ramaruban received the Charles
Phelps Taft Dissertation Award and the Maita Levine
Summer Research Fellowship. Dr. K. Kannan, who
rejoined the department after obtaining his PhD in
Mathematics from the University of Southampton,
UK, was promoted to Senior Lecturer Grade II in
Mathematics and also won an Excellence Research
Award. Additionally, Mr. T. Mathanaranjan, pursuing
his PhD in Mathematics, won the President’s Award
for his scientific publication. Mr. N. Varathan resumed
his duties as Senior Lecturer Grade I after obtaining an
MSc in Statistics from the University of Newfoundland,
Canada. Mr. M. Annanthakrishna was also appointed
as a Probationary Lecturer in Mathematics in 2012.

In2013, Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah was unanimously
elected as the Dean of the Faculty of Science, and Prof.
R. Vigneswaran became the Head of the Department.
Mrs. N. Satkunanathan was promoted to Senior
Lecturer Grade I in Statistics. That year, Prof. S.
Srisatkunarajah won the President’s Research Award,
Mr. T. Mathanaranjan received the National Research
Council Merit Award and the Erasmus Mundus
Scholarship, and Dr. K. Kannan won a Best Research
Paper Award.

In2014, Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah won the President’s
Research Award for the second consecutive year.
Mr. T. Mathanaranjan received the Association of
Scientists Award, and Dr. K. Kannan won the Best
Scientific Researcher Award. Dr. N. Ramaruban, upon
completing his PhD in Mathematics, returned to the
department and was promoted to Senior Lecturer
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Grade II. Dr. S. Arivalzahan was also promoted to
Senior Lecturer Grade I in Statistics that year. In the
following year, Dr. M. R. H. Hoole retired from the
department, and Mr. A. Laheetharan was promoted to
Senior Lecturer Grade I in Statistics. Dr. K. Kannan
received the Best Academic Researcher and Best
Scientific Researcher Awards.

In 2016, Mr. M. Khokulan obtained his MPhil
from the University of Jaffna, Dr. T. Mathanaranjan
and Dr. S. Arumairajan received their PhDs from
the University of Peradeniya, and Dr. R. Prasanthan
completed his PhD at Southern Illinois University,
USA. All four were promoted to Senior Lecturers
Grade [T upon resuming their duties. Dr. R. Prasanthan
also received the Outstanding Teaching Assistant
Award from the university during his final year of
PhD studies. Mr. S. Selvarajan became Head of the
Department after Prof. R. Vigneswaran was elected
as the Dean of the Faculty in 2016.

In 2017, Prof. R. Vigneswaran was appointed as
the Vice Chancellor of the University. Mr. R. Tharsan
was appointed as a Probationary Lecturer in Statistics.
Mr. B. Muraleetharan received the National Research
Council Merit Award, Dr. K. Kannan received the
Excellence Research Award, and Mr. S. Selvarajan
received the University Long Service Award. Prof.
S. Srisatkunarajah was appointed as the Acting Dean
of the newly formed Faculty of Technology. The
department revised its syllabus in line with the new
structure, introducing an extended degree program in
Financial Mathematics and Applied Statistics, leading
to a BSc in Applied Science degree.

In the following year, Mr. B. Muraleetharan and
Mr. M. Annanthakrishna received their MPhil degrees
from the University of Jaffna and the University of
Colombo, respectively. Dr. B. Keethesan obtained his
PhD from the Ramanujan Institute of Mathematics,
India. All three were promoted to Senior Lecturers
Grade Il in Mathematics. Dr. K. Kannan was promoted
to Senior Lecturer Grade I in Mathematics, and Dr. N.
Varathan was promoted to Senior Lecturer in Statistics.
Ms. S. Jeevana and Ms. V. Anurithika were appointed
as Probationary Lecturers in Statistics.

In 2019, Dr. S. Arivalzahan was appointed as the
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Head of the Department, and Dr. R. Prasanthan was
promoted to Senior Lecturer Grade I in Mathematics.
Mr. N. Arunmaran was appointed as a Probationary
Lecturer in Mathematics. In the following year, Prof. S.
Srisatkunarajah was appointed as the Vice Chancellor
of the University of Jaftna. Dr. T. Mathanaranjan was
promoted to Senior Lecturer Grade I in Mathematics,
and Dr. S. Mayuran was appointed as a Probationary
Lecturerin Mathematics. In2022, Prof. R. Vigneswaran
was promoted to Professor in Mathematics and Mrs. N.
Satkunanathan took over as Head of the Department. In
the same year, Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah was appointed

as the Vice Chancellor of the University for a second

consecutive term. Dr. M. Arunmaran obtained his PhD
in Mathematics from the University of South Australia,
and Dr. R. Tharshan obtained his PhD in Statistics
from the University of Peradeniya. Dr. K. Kannan
was promoted to Professor in Mathematics. It was
unfortunate that Prof. R. Vigneswaran passed away on
10 February 2023, just months before his retirement.

In 2023, Dr. N. Varathan was appointed as the
Head of the Department. The department is currently
operating successfully under his leadership, with the

support of the academic and non-academic staff.

Heads of the Department (1974 - Present)

1974 -1977

, ':

Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah
2005 - 2006, 2009 - 2013

Prof. V. Tharmaratnam
1978 - 1983, 1991 - 1994

Prof. R. Vigneswaran
2006 - 2009, 2013 - 2016

Mr. P. Makinan
1983 - 2005

ol N

L i

Mr. S. Selvarajan
2016 - 2019

Dr. S. Arivalzahan
2019-2022

=12

Mrs. N. Satkunanathan
2022 -2023

.':.;‘-_.\“_l..‘ : 2 . 5
Dr. N. Varathan
2023 to date
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Staff Profile — Department of Mathematics and Statistics

Academic Staff

Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

Dip in Ed. (OUSL)

PhD (Heriot-Watt, UK)
Professor

Prof. K. Kannan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

MSc (Madras)

PhD (Southampton, UK)

Professor

Mr. S. Selvarajan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

PG Dip. (Peradeniya)
MPhil (SJP)

Senior Lecturer

Mrs. N. Satkunanathan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

MSc (Peradeniya)

MSc (Memorial, Canada)

Senior Lecturer

Dr. S. Arivalzahan
BSc Hons (Jlaffna)

MSc (NUS, Singapore)
PhD (Monash, Australia)
Senior Lecturer

Mr. A. Laheetharan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MPhil (Peradeniya)

Senior Lecturer

Dr. N. Varathan

BSc Hons (Jaffna)

MSc (Peradeniya)

MSc (Memorial, Canada)
PhD (Peradeniya)

Senior Lecturer

Dr. R. Prasanthan

BSc Hons (Jaffna)

MSc (Southern Illinois, USA)
PhD (Southern Illinois, USA )
Senior Lecturer

Dr. T. Mathanaranjan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD (Peradeniya)

Senior Lecturer

Dr. S. Arumairajan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD (Peradeniya)
Senior Lecturer

Dr. N. Ramaruban
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

PhD (Cincinatti, USA )
Senior Lecturer

Mr. M. Khokulan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MPhil (Jaffna)

Senior Lecturer

Dr. B. Kethesan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MSc (Madras, India)
PhD (Madras, India)
Senior Lecturer

Mr. B. Muraleetharan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MPhil (Jaffna)

Senior Lecturer
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Mr. M. Annanthakrishna
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MPhil (Colombo)
Senior Lecturer

Dr. R. Tharshan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MSc (WSU,USA)
PhD (Peradeniya)

Senior Lecturer

Mrs. J. Duwarahan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

Lecturer

Support Staff

- ‘
-

Mr. T. Nanthakopi Mr. R. Kartheepan
Technical officer Technical Officer

Dr. M. Arunmaran
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

PhD (UniSA, Australia)
Lecturer

Dr. S. Mayuran
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD (Cincinnati, USA)
Lecturer

Mrs. N. Kantharuban
Management Assistant

"B

"

Mr. A. Aravinthan
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. J. Kajenthiran
Health Service Labour
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DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS

University of Jaffna

Vision
1o be a leading centre in teaching, learning, research and scholarship in Physics

Foundation and Establishment

The Department of Physics began operations
in April 1975 within the Physics Laboratory of the
undergraduate section of Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai,
which had been acquired by the Government to
establish the Faculty of Science of the University of
Jaffna. Dr. K. Kunaratnam from the University of
Colombo was appointed as the first Professor and
Head of the Department. The initial academic and non-
academic staff comprised Dr. Kunaratnam, two newly
recruited Probationary Assistant Lecturers, Miss W.
M.F. Vincent and Mr. K. Kandasamy, two Temporary
Demonstrators, a Lab Technician transferred from the
Colombo Campus, and a Lab Attendant absorbed from
the staff of Jaftna College when the university took it
over. Dr. R. Kumaravadivel, from the Department of
Physics at the University of Peradeniya, also assisted
the department in conducting lectures. In April 1980,
he joined the Department of Physics at the University
of Jaffna.

The first batch of approximately 20 students was
admitted in September 1975. Classes were conducted
at Vaddukoddai until March 1978. Due to various
challenges, including an acute shortage of fresh water,
the university decided to relocate future development
to Thirunelvely, where the administrative offices were
situated. Although funds were allocated for a Physics
Block at Thirunelvely in early 1977, construction only
began later that year. The Department moved from
Vaddukoddai to Thirunelvely in July 1978 when the
Faculty of Science was relocated. At Thirunelvely, the
Department operated out of temporary classrooms,
two of which were converted into a makeshift
laboratory. All practical classes for students across
the three years of study were conducted in this single
temporary laboratory.

The Department moved into the newly completed
Physics Block in September 1980. This building
was temporarily shared with the Department of
Mathematics and Statistics and the Department of
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Chemistry for two years. The Physics Block, with a
total floor area of about 2,600 square metres, includes
one lecture hall, three lecture rooms, a mechanical
workshop (which became functional in 1982), and
eight laboratories, including a Research Laboratory
and separate laboratories for Optics and Electronics.

Evolution and Growth

The first decade of the Department’s history was
marked by significant development and progress,
despite numerous challenges. However, additional
difficulties arose in 1987, including an oil embargo
that severely restricted transportation, as well as
disruptions to communication and other essential
services. Frequent interruptions due to curfews and
military operations by the Sri Lankan Army and Air
Force posed further obstacles.

The Department sustained extensive damage during
the two-and-a-half months of military operations in the
Jaffna peninsula by the Indian Peace Keeping Forces
(IPKF) from July 1987. Laboratories, workshops,
staff rooms, and storerooms were forcibly opened,
and teaching and office equipment were damaged.
Additionally, academic property, including lecture
notes and research materials, was destroyed during
this period. After 1989, the political and military
situation in Jaffna was not conducive to academic
development. The department focused on maintaining
its undergraduate teaching programmes amidst
frequent curfews, military operations, and aerial
bombings, as well as blockades of essential goods.
These challenges also led to many Probationary
Assistant Lecturers not returning to Jaffna after
completing their postgraduate studies abroad, placing
an additional burden on the few staff who remained.

The latter part of 1995 was particularly disastrous
for the Department, as it lost laboratory and office
equipment and furniture worth over thirty-five million
rupees during displacement. This loss included
a large number of electronic devices and heavy
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machinery such as lathes and drilling machines in
the workshop. Consequently, the Department’s
laboratory programmes and research activities,
including students’ projects, were severely curtailed.
Ittook several years to replace this equipment through
allocated funds.

Degree Programmes

The Department offers courses leading to a three-
year General Degree, a four-year Honours Degree in
Physics (2+2), and a four-year Honours Degree in
Applied Science (3+1). We have been able to maintain
standards that are acceptable internationally by having
external examiners from leading universities in the
UK. The Bachelor of Science (BSc) Honours Degree
programme was introduced in 1979, with the first
batch of six Physics Honours students completing
their studies in December 1980. Until 2009, General
Degree lectures were conducted bilingually (in Tamil
and English simultaneously), while Honours Degree
lectures have been delivered exclusively in English
since the programme’s inception in 1979.

Staff Profile and Teaching

The lectures have been conducted by highly
qualified academic staff who are trained abroad.
For the Honours courses, examination questions
are moderated, and answer scripts undergo a second
round of marking by external examiners from the
UK. Notably, Prof. W. Fuller from the University of
Keele served as the Department’s External Examiner
from 1980 to 1986. From 1987 to 1999, this role was
undertaken by Drs. D. A. Greenwood, M. G. Priestley,
and J. C. Gill from the University of Bristol, England.
Since 1999, Dr. Vincent Smith has held the position of
External Examiner. The number of students enrolling
in Physics courses annually has risen significantly,
from approximately 20 in 1975 to around 300 today.

Graduates and Achievements

The Department has produced thousands of BSc
Degree graduates and several hundred BScHons
Degree graduates, consistently upholding a standard
that is internationally recognised. Many of our
Honours Physics graduates are thriving both in Sri
Lanka and abroad. Over seventy-five of them have
earned PhDs from prestigious foreign universities
and are now employed in various institutions across
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the UK, USA, Canada, and Australia. Some have also
joined the permanent academic staff at the University
of Jaffna, University of Colombo, General Sir John
Kotelawala Defence University, Eastern University
of Sri Lanka, and South Eastern University of Sri
Lanka. Additionally, many graduates are currently
pursuing higher studies at universities in the USA,
Canada, Germany, and Norway. The positive feedback
we receive from their postgraduate supervisors is a
testament to the robust foundational training provided
by the Department. Furthermore, several of our
Honours degree graduates have secured positions
within the Sri Lanka Scientific Service as Physicists
in various hospitals and scientific institutions. Many
others are successfully employed as Customs Officers,
Surveyors, Administrative Officers, Principals, and
Teachers.

Record high number of students got US/Canadian
scholarships in 2022-2023

In 2022-2023, nine students got full-scholarships
for MS/PhD studies in the USA and Canada. Thisis a
record in the past 50 years’ history of the Department
of Physics. Department appreciates the help and
guidance provided by Professor K. Vignarooban to
these scholarship recipients and is hopeful in sending
more and more students to the US/Canada in the
coming years.

Masters degree programmes launched by the
Department

In 2003, the Department launched a Master of
Science degree programme in Physics of Materials,
funded by the Asian Development Bank, following
the syllabus approval from the University Grants
Commission (UGC). The Department appreciates
Professor K. Kandasamy for coordinating the
curriculum development. In collaboration with
Western Norway University of Applied Sciences and
with support from select academics within the Faculty
of Engineering, the Department of Physics developed
two Master’s degree programs: a one-year Master’s
in Clean Energy Technologies and a two-year Master
of Science in Clean Energy Technologies, both of
which received UGC approval. The Department
acknowledges the significant contributions of
Professor P. Ravirajan and his collaborator, Professor
V. Dhayalan (Western Norway University of Applied
Sciences), in initiating these programmes under
the ‘Higher Education and Research Collaboration
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on Nanomaterials for Clean Energy Technologies
(HRNCET)’ project https://project.jfn.ac.lk/hrncet/
index.php/academics/. Their efforts, supported by the

staff of the Departments of Physics and Chemistry, as
well as the Faculty of Engineering, were instrumental
in the successful development and UGC approval of

these curricula.
Research and Development

Since 2000, the academic staff of the Department
have periodically secured research grants worth several
hundred million Sri Lankan rupees from national and
international funding agencies, enabling the purchase
of highly sophisticated research equipment for
material research especially for solar cells and energy
storage devices. As such, the Department established
well-equipped laboratories in the country. Glad to note
that these instrumentation facilities are being used by
researchers from other Sri Lankan universities for
fabricating and characterising their solar cells and

energy storage devices.

The Department has been pursuing research work
by collaborating with Imperial College London,
Edinburgh University, UK, Arizona State University,
USA, Chalmers University of Technology, Sweden,
National University of Science and Technology,
Pakistan, University of Malaya, University Illinois
at Chicago, USA, Western Norway University of
Applied Sciences, University of Bergen, Coimbatore
Institute of Technology, Czech Technical University
in Prague, Czech Republic.

According to Thomson Reuters’ ISI Web of
Science, the University has produced over 1,000
Scopus-indexed journal papers, collectively garnering
approximately 15,000 citations, which averages
to about 15 citations per paper. The Department of
Physics takes pride in leading the University in this
regard, having published the highest number of highly
cited indexed journal papers. Remarkably, out of the
20 most-cited papers authored by University of Jaffna
staff, half originated from the Department of Physics.

Moreover, based on data from Thomson Reuters’ ISI

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

Web of Science (Essential Science Indicators), Sri
Lanka contributed over 20 of the world’s most-cited
papers in the last decade, with two of these papers
authored by staff from the Department of Physics,

University of Jaffna.

The department is proud to note that the top six
high impact papers co-authored by the staff of the
University of Jaffna are all published by the staff of
the Department of Physics: Dr. K. Ahilan, Mr. K.
Prashanthan, Dr. P. A. Amalraj and Prof. P. Ravirajan
published papers in high impact journals (see the
list below). These are the top 6 high impact papers
published by the staff of the University of Jaffna.

Papers published in high Impact Factor Journals

Publications co-authored by Current

NI our staff

impact
factor

Dr. K. Ahilan, Superconduc-
tivity on the border of itiner-
1. ant-electron ferromagnetism 54.4
in UGe,. Nature volume 406,
pages 587-592 (2000)

Mr. K. Prashanthan, Stabili-
zation of Inorganic Perovskite
5 Solar Cells Wth a.2D Dion— 27.4
Jacobson Passivating Layer,

Advanced Materials, 2023, 35,

2304150.

Mr. K. Prashanthan, Rubidi-
um Iodide Reduces Recombi-
nation Losses in Methylammo-
nium-Free Tin-Lead Perovskite

Solar Cells, Advanced Energy
Materials, 2023, 13, 2204339.

Dr. P. A. Amalraj, “Lead
Halide Residue as a Source
of Light Induced Reversible
4. Defects in Hybrid Perovskite 20.8
Layers and Solar Cells” in
ACS Energy Lett. 2019, 4,
3011-3017.

24.4

Dr. P. A. Amalraj, Below
the Urbach Edge: Solar Cell
Loss Analysis Based on Full

> External Quantum Efficiency 20.8
Spectra. ACS Energy Letters,
2023, 8(7), 3221-3227.
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Prof. P. Ravirajan, The effect
of polymer optoelectronic
properties on the performance
6. of multilayer hybrid polymer/ 18.5
TiO2 solar cell, Advanced
Functional Materials, 15 (2005)
609 - 618.

Nanoscience Research Laboratory

This laboratory was established with financial
assistance from the National Research Council
(NRC), the National Science Foundation (NSF), and
the Ministry of Science, Technology, and Research. It
is fully equipped with essential fabrication facilities,
including a thermal evaporator, programmable
spin coaters, and a fume hood designed for the
development of nanostructured and thin film solar
cells. Additionally, the laboratory houses advanced
characterisation equipment such as an Atomic Force
Microscope (AFM), UV-VIS spectroscopy, and
a pulsed laser for analysis of any optoelectronic
devices. The current value of these equipments at this
laboratory exceeds LKR 80 million. The laboratory is
actively utilised not only by our students but also by

students from other universities across the country.

Clean Energy Research Laboratory

The Clean Energy Research Laboratory (CERL), a
state-of-the-art facility with a 1,200-square-foot floor
area, has been established adjacent to the Nanoscience
Research Laboratory on the first floor of the Department
of Physics. This laboratory was developed under the
Capacity Building and Establishment of a Research
Consortium in Nanomaterials for Clean Energy
Technologies (CBERC) project, with financial support
from the Ministry of Higher Education, Sri Lanka,
and the Royal Norwegian Embassy. The CERL was
officially inaugurated on May 11, 2018, by Hon.
Ambassador Thorbjern Gaustadsater and Rector
Berit Rokne from the Western Norway University of
Applied Sciences.
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The CERL is equipped with advanced fabrication
and characterization facilities, dedicated rooms for
research assistants, and a 300-square-foot seminar hall
forregular group meetings and online discussions with
collaborators from Norway, India, and the UK. The
Royal Norwegian Embassy in Colombo funded the
purchase of essential research equipment, including
an X-ray diffractometer, a solar simulator with a power
supply, a gas purification system for the glove box, and
various safety facilities such as a fume hood, solvent
storage cabinets, and workbenches . The current value
of these equipments (https://project.jfn.ac.lk/hrncet/
index.php/instrument-facilities/) exceeds LKR 100
million.

The establishment of the CERL within the
Department of Physics has become a cornerstone for
advanced research in clean energy technologies in
the country. It has already contributed significantly
to the production of high-quality research, conference

papers, and journal publications.

Laboratory for Energy Conversion and Storage

This laboratory was developed from the scratch
with the dedicated efforts of Professor Vignarooban
during the past 10 years (2014 - 2024) of his tenure by
obtaining several research grants from various sources
including the World Bank, The World Academy of
Sciences (TWAS, Italy), National Research Council
(NRC), National Science Foundation (NSF) and
Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF). This newly
developed laboratory is currently well-equipped with
almost all the essential instrumentation facilities for
research on materials and devices for energy storage
such as Electrochemical Impedance Spectroscopy
(EIS), Differential Scanning Calorimetry (DSC),
Fourier-Transform Infrared Spectroscopy (FTIR),
high-temperature furnace, fume hood, ultrasonicator,

vacuum oven, dry cabinet and so on.
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Materials Science Research Laboratory
Materials Science Laboratory has been developed
by Dr. (Ms.) U. Sutharsini with fundamental apparatus
for ceramic research, including a pressing machine
with vacuum press capacity. For advanced material
characterizations, the lab offers a digital pH meter,
densitometer, autoclave, high-end workstation, source
measure unit, parameter analyser, a custom-made
semiconductor probe station, and a water bath. These
facilities were established with the generous support

of NSF and University of Jaffna research grants.

National and International Research Grants

Year and

period

Short Title of the Project

Investigators/

Coordinators

Funding
Agency

Amount
LKR
(mn)

Optoelectronic properties of defects in Diamond Dr L han(PL
2000-2006, | yntil 2004 and then - .Je.yanat an(PT)
Optoclectroni rties of hvbrid Metal oxide / Dr. S. Sivaraya NRC 11.0
ptoelectronic properties of hybrid Metal oxide/ | 1y, p Ravirajan
Polymer Nanocomposite
Hot Electron Spectroscopic .
2004-2006 . L . Dr. S. Sivaraya TWAS 0.8
Studies of indirect tunnel barriers
2006 -2008 | Low-cost solar cells based on Nanocrystalline
Prof. P. Ravirajan (PI) IFS 2.0
titanium dioxide and vegetable dyes
Fabricati d characterizati f ic /
2006-2009 | - oorcation and characterization ot OTgame L p e p Ravirajan (PI) | NRC 8.4
metal oxides Nanostructured PV devices
2007-2010 | Characterization of Nanostructured polymer /
Prof. P. Ravirajan (PI) NSF 1.9
Fullerene solar cells
Improving the performance of Hybrid TiO, /
2011-2014 Prof. P. Ravirajan (PI) NRC 8.0
Polymer solar cell using interface modifiers
Synthesis and characterization of gel-polymer Prof. P. Ravirajan (PT)
2015-2019 o | Dr. K. Vignarooban NRC 5.0
electrolytes for rechargeable sodium-ion batteries Mr. S. Senthuran
Prof. L. Dissanayake
Thin film Solar Cell d f: i f (NIES)
in film Solar Cells towards manufacturing o irai
2017-2022 Prof. P. Ravirajan MoRST 68.0*
Prototype Solar Panels Prof. S. de Silva (UoK)
Dr. B. Dissanayake
(UoP)
‘Higher Education and Research collaboration | Prof- Dhayalan
2017-2021 on Nanomaterials for Clean Energy Technolo- Velauthapillai* 97.0*
gies’~ HRNCET 1.0 Prof. P. Ravirajan
‘Higher Education and Research collaborationon | Prof. Dhayalan
2022-2027 Nanomaterials for Clean Energy Technologies’— Velauthapillai* 200.0*
HRNCET 2.0 Prof. P. Ravirajan NDHES
‘Capacity Building and Establishment of a Re- | Prof. Dhayalan
2018-2022 | search Consortium in Nanomaterials for Clean | Velauthapillai* RNE 129.0
Energy Technologies’ - CBERC Prof. P. Ravirajan
Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna -79-
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i

Novel electrolytes based on polymer-ceramic na-
2018-2020 Prof. K. Vignarooban (PI) | TWAS 1.7
no-composites for sodium-ion secondary batteries
Novel materials for secondary sodium-ion batteries | PTof- K. Vignarooban (PT)
2018-2022 NSF-PSF 6.1
and proton exchange membrane fuel cells Mr. S. Senthuran
Prof. K. Vignarooban (PI)
Prof. K. Velauthamurty
Development of novel electrolyte and electrode .
2019-2023 materials for secondary sodium-ion and magne- Prof. G. Sashikesh WB - AHEAD | 40.0
sium-ion batteries Dr. HW.M.A.C.
Wijayasinghe
Mr. S. Senthuran
Fundamental Studies on Y-TZP ceramics and
2017-2019 mechanisms for enhancing the hydrothermal age- | Dr. (Ms.) U. Sutharsini | NSF 1.5
ing resistance
Dr. M. Thanihaichelvan
Prof. N. Surendran
Development of an Electronic Detection system | Prof. P, Ravirajan
2020-2021 for rapid diagnosis of COVID-19 caused by SARS- NSF 1.5
CoV-=2 Dr. T. Kumanan
Dr. R. Valluvan
Dr. (Ms.) U. Sutharsini

**Bulk of the funds for collaborative research work of the MPhil/PhD students at the *Western Norway University
of Applied Sciences, University of Bergen and University of Oslo, https://project.jfn.ac.lk/hrncet/index.php/

researchers/.

TWAS — The World Academy of Sciences, Italy

NRC  — National Research Council, Sri Lanka

IFS — International Foundation for Science,
Sweden

NSF  — National Science Foundation, Sri Lanka

PSF — Pakistan Science Foundation

WB — The World Bank (AHEAD Project)

NDHES — Norwegian Directorate for Higher
Education and Skills

RNE  —Royal Norwegian Embassy

Postgraduate Research Opportunities

Since 2010, opportunities for postgraduate
research, particularly in Material Physics, have
significantly improved. This peaceful environment
has been conducive to research activities, allowing all
academics to stay in close contact with their supervisors

-80-

and fellow researchers in their respective fields,
resulting in numerous publications in high-impact
journals. The extent of this productivity is evident
from the number of papers published in high-impact
indexed journals. Academics from the department
have published more than 200 full papers, including
over 150 in high-impact factor journals. These
publications have been the result of collaborations
with prestigious research institutions and universities
around the world, such as the University of Bristol,
Keele University, Arizona State University, Chalmers
University of Technology, University of Cincinnati,
University of Peradeniya, the University of Cape
Town, the University of Colombo, the University of
Malaya, CSIRO, Victoria University of Wellington,
the University of Canterbury, Helmholtz-Zentrum
Berlin, Queen’s University Belfast, and Imperial
College London.
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Ongoing Research Collaborations & MoU signed

Name of Staff Name of Collaborator(s) Collaborating Institution
Prof. Dhayalan . . .
Veluathappillai Western Norway Uni. of Applied Sciences, Norway
o Prof. Neil Robertson Edinburgh University, UK
Prof. P. Ravirajan Prof. Jenny Nelson Imperial College London

Prof. N. Muthukumaraswmy | Coimbatore Institute of Technology, India

Prof. M.A.K.L. Dissanayake | National Institute of Fundamental Studies, Kandy
Prof. A.M. Kannan Arizona State University, USA

Prof. Aleksandar Matic Chalmers University of Technology, Sweden

Prof. K.
Vignarooban | Prof. Naseem Igbal

National University of Science and Technology,
Pakistan

Prof. M.A.K.L. Dissanayake | National Institute of Fundamental Studies, Kandy

International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP),
Italy

Dr. T. Pathmathas | Prof. Marco Esposito

Prof. Ir. Dr. Ramesh Singh | Universiti Malaya, Malaysia

Dr. U. Sutharsini iversi
I utharsini Dr. Ng Chui Kim Tunku Abdul Rahma}n University of Management and
Technology, Malaysia

Dr. P. A. Amalraj | Prof. Jakub Holovsky Czech Technical University in Prague, Czech Republic

No. of joint
papers

Collaborating Institution Name of Collaborator ‘ From To

Wgstern Norway University of Applied Prof. Dhayalan Veluathappillai 2017 - to date 34
Sciences, Norway

University of Bergen, Norway Professor @yvind Frette 2022 - to date 01
Sivananthan Laboratories, US Prof. Sivananthan 02
Coimbatore Institute of Technology, India | Prof. N. Muthukumaraswmy 2023 - to date 02

We are proud to record that our department has published the largest number of papers in high-impact indexed

journals among all departments at the university, Name of the
. . . R Year (s) of Award
with our work cited up to 10,000 times. Almost all Recipient

the senior staff members have received Presidential Prof. Kandasamy 2000, 2001 &2003
Awards for their research publications. Additionally, in Prof. P. Ravirajan 2004, 208(362’ 02 1070 7, 2008
2021, apatent titled “Biosensor Device and Methods, Prof. K. Vignarooban 2014, 2015, 2016 & 2017
resulting from a collaborative effort between Dr. Dr. A. Thevakaran 2016
M. Thanihaichelvan with the Victoria University of Dr. (Ms.) U. Sutharshini 2016
Wellington, New Zealand, was filed in the US Patent Dr. M. Thanihaichelvan 2015
Directory. Mr. K. Prashanthan 2017
Presidential awards for Research Publications
International Patent
. Name of Ap- Award
Patent Title . p Patent No. Agency / Country  Status
plicant(s) Year

Biosensor Device | Dr. M. . Published

and Methods Thanihaichelvan (US20210255184A1) 2022 United States and Sold

Sensor Device Dr. M. . Published

and Methods Thanihaichelvan (US20190346401A1) 2022 United States and Sold
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Best PhD Thesis Award

Name of the Recipient Award Name, University and Year

Mark Anderson outstanding doctoral thesis award in Physics, Arizona State

Dr. K. Sutharsan University, USA, 2007

Joseph Arenow Award for outstanding, original postgraduate research in

Dr. T. Pathmathas Science, University of cape Town, South Africa, 2014

The research capabilities of the academic staff at the Imperial College London and Edinburgh

of the Department of Physics have been recognised University, UK.

both nationally and internationally. Several key

e Professor K. Vignarooban received the Fulbright

achievements underscore the international standing Fellowship in 2020 for the first time among the

of our senior staff as listed below. academic staff of the Faculty of Science for
research training at the Arizona State University,

USA.

*  The International Centre for Theoretical Physics
(ICTP) in Italy, appointed four of our faculty

members, Prof. K. Kunaratnam, Prof. R. e Professor K. Vignarooban received the DAAD

Kumaravadivel, Prof. K. Kandasamy, and Dr. (German Academic Exchange Service) short-

T. Pathmathas, as Associates of the Centre at

various times.

Professor P. Ravirajan won the fellowships from
Commonwealth Commission, UK and the Royal

term fellowship in 2017 for the first time among
the academic staff of the University of Jaffna for
research training at the Helmholtz Institute Ulm,
Germany.

Society London for collaborative research work

Sabbatical positions held by the staff of the Department

Title of the
Name of staff Sabbatical Awarding Agency Tenable at
position
Prof. K. Kunaratnam Study Visitor | Ohio State University 8212 State University, 1 year (1997)
. Visiting . Cavendish Laboratory,
Prof. R. Kumaravadivel Professor Commonwealth Commission University of Cambridge 1 year (1991)
Academic Council of the Queen’s University,
Researcher Queens University of Belfast | Belfast I Year (1987)
Prof. K. Kandasamy TJapan Society for the
Researcher Promotion of Science Japan 1 Year (1997)
(ISPS)
Assistant Arizona State 1 year
Prof. K. Vignarooban }Siz:isec;iri(;l Honeywell Aerospace University, USA (2023 - 2024)

Fellowship / Associateship / Scholarship

Fellowship / Associateship

Name of staff Awarding Agency Tenable at Periods
/ Scholarship
Prof. R. Kumaravadivel | Visiting Scientist Fellowship | ICTP ICTP }9}/86:1984
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University of

University of

PhD Scholarship Keele Keele, England 1977-1980
. Queens University | Queens University | 2 months
Prof. K. Kandasamy Guest Fellowship of Belfast of Belfast, UK. | 1990
. Ac.ademy of . 2 months
Guest Fellowship Sciences, Czecho- | Czechoslovakia
slovakia 1990
Commonwealth Scholarship | Commonwealth Imperial College Oct. 2001 -
(Open) Commission, UK London Sept. 2004
Imperial College
Commonwealth fellowshi Commonwealth London & Edin- 3 months
p Commission, UK burgh University, 2014
.. UK
Prof. P. Ravirajan Imperial College
Royal Society Visiting Fel- Royal Society London & Edin- 3 months
lowship London burgh University, 2008
UK
Overseas Special Training NSF University Illinois 2 months
Fellowship at Chicago, USA 2012
Research stays for uni- Fellowship from the
. YS German Academic Helmbholtz Institute 2 months
versity academics and .
scientists Exchange Service Ulm, Germany 2017
(DAAD), Germany
Overseas Special Train- | National Science Arizona State Univer- 2 months
ing Fellowship Foundation, Sri Lanka | sity, USA 2016
Prof. K. Vienarooban Post-Doctoral Research | Department of Ener- Arizona State Univer- 2 Years
e VIg Associateship gy, USA sity, USA 2012-2014
University Graduate Ohio State Govern- University of Cincin- 5 Years
Scholarship (UGS) ment, USA nati, USA 2007-2012
International Pro-
gramme in the Phys- IPPS Progra'rnme', Chalmers University of | 1 Year
: . Uppsala University,
ical Sciences (IPPS) Technology, Sweden 2005-2006
. Sweden
Fellowship
Centre for Minerals . .
4Y
PhD Studentship Research, University [Tjél;;/ner;lgl t(l)lfsz?:a cars
of Cape Town ) 2011-2014
ICTP Studentshi ICTP/UNESCO ICTP ! vear
Dr. T. Pathmathas i 2003-2004
ICTP Fellowship ICTP/UNESCO ICTP g Orggmhs
ICTP Senior Associate- 6 Years
ship ICTP/UNESCO ICTP 2023-2028
Dr. A. Thevakaran HETC scholarship World Bank CISIR, Australia One year
Bright Sparks Interna- 3 years
Dr. (Ms.) S.Ubenthiran | tional Students Schol- University of Malaya Universiti Malaya
hi 2012-2015
arship
UNESCO-TWAS Post- | The World Academy | Counetl of Scientific
. . and Industrial Re- 2022
doctoral fellowship of Science (TWAS) .
search, India
o . Victoria University
Dr. M. Thanihaichelvan | Plant and Food Re- The Royal Society of i 3 years
search Scholarship New Zealand of Wellington, New 2016-2019
Zealand
. Victoria University
Marsden Scholarship The Royal Society of of Wellington, New 2015
New Zealand
Zealand
Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna -83-
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Postgraduate National Science Foun- 2018-2020
scholarship dation
Mr. S. Senthuran
DEL Postgradu- Queen’s University Queen’s University Belfast, 2008-2009
ate Scholarship Belfast, UK UK
Czech Ministry of Edu- | Center for Advanced Pho-
Research Fellow- | cation, Youth and Sports | tovoltaics, Czech Technical 2 months
ship and Czech National University in Prague, Czech | 5053
Foundation. Republic.
Czech Ministry of Center for Advanced Pho-
Research Fellow- . Y tovoltaics, Czech Technical 2 months
. Education, Youth and . L
ship S University in Prague, Czech | 570
Dr. P. A. Amalraj ports. Republic.
Postdoctoral Czech Ministry of E)?:)tﬁ;iosr éjg:ﬁ?iﬁﬁ;l
Research Fellow- | Education, Youth and . D 2017-2021
ship Sports Unlvers_lty in Prague, Czech
) Republic.
UC Doctoral University of Canter- University of Canterbury, 20132016
Scholarship bury, New Zealand New Zealand
Helmholt.z-Zent- Helmholtz-Zentrum Helmholtz—Zentrpm Be.:'rlm Oct. 2022 -
rum Berlin PhD . & Humboldt Universitit zu
. Berlin . Mar. 2024
Scholarship Berlin
Mr. K. Prashan- Research Grants Deutscher Akademi-
than scher Austauschdienst Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin
- Doctoral Pro- . o Jun. 2018 -
. (DAAD) - German & Humboldt Universitét zu
grammes in Ger- . . Sep. 2022
Academic Exchange Berlin
many, 2018/19 .
Service

National and International Honours

Prof. Kunaratnam was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society, London, as well as a Fellow
and Chartered Physicist of the Institute of Physics, London—two prestigious professional bodies dedicated to
the advancement and promotion of Astronomy, Geophysics, and Physics. The research excellence of our staff has
also been recognized nationally. Prof. K. Kunaratnam and Prof. P. Ravirajan were appointed as members of the
Academic Council of the Institute of Fundamental Studies in 1987 and 2020, respectively. Additionally, Prof. K.
Kandasamy and Prof. P. Ravirajan were appointed as members of the National Research Council of Sri Lanka by
His/her Excellency the President of Sri Lanka in 1999 and 2019, respectively. Prof. R. Kumaravadivel has been
serving as a member of the University Grant Commission (UGC) for five years from April 2015.

National Award

Name of the . Awarding | Year of

CVCD Exc;llence Award .for the Most Outstanding Young CVCD 2006
Researcher in Physical Sciences
Prof. P. Ravirajan Young Scientist Award (NSF/SCOPUS) NSF 2008
SUSRED (Support Scheme for Supervision of Research De-
NSF 2023
grees) Award - three awards

International Award

Name of the Awardee BRI G118 MU ATk Awarding institution Year of
tional award Award

Mr. K. Prashanthan Young Researcher Award Centre for Tonics, University of Malaya | 2015
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Professional Recognition

Name of the Staff Honour Awarding Agency

Fellow Royal Astronomical Society, London 1998
Prof. Kunaratnam

Fellow Institute of Physics, London 1999
Prof. P. Ravirajan Fellow National Academy of Sciences Sri Lanka 2023

Member of the National Commission/Council/Institute

Name of the staff

Members of National bodies/Committee

Research Council of National Institute of

Prof. K. Kunaratnam Fundamental Studies 1984 - 1987
Prof. R. Kumaravadivel University Grants Commission 2015 -2020
Prof. K. Kandasamy National Research Council 1999 - 2008

National Research Council

Feb. 2020 - Feb. 2022
Feb. 2023 - to date

Research Council of National Institute of
Fundamental Studies

June 2020 - to date

Prof. P. Ravirajan

Working Committee of the National Science
Foundation on Basic Sciences

June 2016 — June 2019.

Taskforce on the promotion of STEM educa-

(NEC)

tion, Ministry of Education Since February 2022
Standing Committee on General Commit-
. ) . January 2021 -
tee of the National Education Commission
January 2024

Contribution of the staff to University
Administration

Besides conducting the academic and research
activities in the department, the staff has contributed
immensely to the administrative and other outreach
activities of the University. Prof. K. Kunaratnam
served as Dean of the Faculty of Science and Vice
Chancellor of the University. Prof. R. Kumaravadivel
served as Dean of the Faculty of Science for over
four terms. He was also a Council nominee for the
post of Vice Chancellor three times and acting Vice
Chancellor for over a year. Prof. K. Kandasamy served
as Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Studies (September
2005 — September 2008), Science (July 2010 - July
2013) and Technology (April 2016 — September 2016).
Currently, Professor Ravirajan has been serving as the
Dean of the Faculty of Science since June 2020.

Contributions to National Education and
Outreach Activities

The Department played a pivotal role in supporting
the National Institute of Education and the Northern

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

Department of Education by conducting various
workshops for GCE (AL) Physics teachers and
students periodically. Prof. Kunaratnam made
significant contributions to national education through
his involvement in various committees. He served
on the Committee for the Preparation of Syllabuses
for Senior Secondary Programmes (Department of
Education, Government of Sri Lanka, 1974/75), the
External Degree Syllabus Committee (University
of Sri Lanka, 1976/77), the National Committee
to Review University Curricula (1977), and the
GCE (A/L) Syllabus Review Committee (1989).
Additionally, he was a member of the Council of the
International Association for the Theory of Relativity
(IATR), Sri Lanka National Unit (1979-1981). Prof.
Kunaratnam also served as a co-examiner in Physics
for the SLAAS Entrance Examination (1983) and as
an External Examiner in Physics for examinations
conducted by the Universities of Colombo and
Peradeniya.

Professors Kumaravadivel, Kandasamy, and
Ravirajan served on a panel to set questions for the
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A/L Physics Examination. All senior academics
have consistently served as Chief Examiners for A/L
Physics Examinations and as External Examiners in
Physics for examinations conducted by the Eastern
University of Sri Lanka. Prof. Kumaravadivel
also served as the coordinator for the Bachelor of
Information Technology (BIT) degree programme at
the University of Colombo, School of Computing for
several years.

The department staff have regularly contributed
as resource persons for training teachers and students
to promote Physics education in the province. In
collaboration with the Jaffna Science Association and
the Provincial Department of Education, Northern
Province, more than 3,000 GCE (A/L) students
in the Science and Technology streams from 55
schools in the Jaffna district were educated on the
significance of clean energy technologies through
interactive discussions and hands-on experiments

from 2017 to 2021 (https://project.jfn.ac.lk/hrncet/
index.php/outreachties/). The trained students actively

participated in subsequent activities related to the
theme, including poster preparation, documentary

filmmaking, and the invention of innovative

formulations organized under the project.

Moreover, more than 500 school students from 17
educational zones across three districts in the Eastern
Province of Sri Lanka benefitted from Clean Energy
Workshops organized in collaboration with the Eastern
and South Eastern Universities, the State Ministry of
Skills Development, Vocational Training, Research
and Innovation. These workshops featured innovation
exhibits and poster demonstrations.

i

2019 -

AMCEHA

N ¥ R 5

In collaboration with Professors Kirthi Tennakone
and Adjith de Alwis from Georgia State University,
USA, Annular Solar Eclipse Observation camps were
established at the University of Jaffna’s Thirunelveli
and Kilinochchi premises, with financial support
from the Ministry of Technology and Innovation and
the Norwegian Embassy in Colombo. The program
aimed to spark interest in science and mathematics,
particularly astronomy, among students, highlighting
the importance of rational thinking, the dangers of
superstition, and fostering astronomical research in
Sri Lanka.

Professor P. Ravirajan coordinated the International

Conference on Advanced Materials for Clean Energy
& Health Applications (AMCEHA 2019, https://conf.
jfn.ac.lk/amceha/), jointly organized by the University

of Jaffna (UoJ) and the Western Norway University
of Applied Sciences (HVL) from 6-8 February 2019.
The conference attracted over 400 participants,
including experts, scientists, scholars, academics,
students, and representatives from both local and
international industries. Among the participants were
120 foreign delegates from countries such as Norway,
India, Canada, Australia, the UK, Bangladesh, Sudan,
Sweden, Finland, Egypt, China, Japan, and the USA.
The conference received 180 research articles, of
which 140 were selected and presented following
a rigorous peer-review process. The event featured
oral presentations, poster presentations, one-minute
spotlight presentations of posters, and plenary talks
by eminent scientists in the fields of nanomaterials
for solar cells, health applications, and energy storage
systems.

i
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Future development plans

Our department is renowned for delivering high-
quality physics education through distinguished
academics trained abroad and boasts well-equipped
laboratories specializing in material research,
particularly in clean energy sources and storage. The
department is on a trajectory of continuous growth and
advancement, driven by a clear vision and strategic
initiatives aimed at fulfilling its mission and achieving
its goals. Key areas of focus include:

* Enhancing Teaching and Learning: Innovation
in teaching methods and curriculum design is
a top priority. The department is dedicated to
creating dynamic, student-centered learning
environments that better prepare graduates to
meet future challenges. By integrating the latest
educational technologies and methodologies, the
department aims to equip students with the skills
and knowledge needed to excel in their careers
and make meaningful contributions to society.

* Expanding Research Capabilities: The
department is committed to securing additional
funding to bolster its research efforts. This
includes upgrading and modernizing laboratory
facilities to support cutting-edge research and
foster innovation across various research areas
such as modelling, biophysics, and quantum
optics.
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* Strengthening Partnerships: Building
stronger research collaborations with other
academic institutions, industry, and community
organizations is crucial to expanding research
opportunities and enhancing public engagement.
The department plans to establish new partnerships
and reinforce existing ones, creating a robust
network of collaborators that will facilitate
interdisciplinary research and community-based
projects.

* Supporting Faculty and Students: The
department acknowledges the importance of
investing in its faculty and students. Efforts will be
made to provide more professional development
opportunities for faculty, ensuring they remain
at the forefront of their fields. Additionally,

increasing support for student research and career
development is a priority, with initiatives designed
to foster a research-intensive environment
and provide students with the resources and

mentorship needed for success.

The department also wishes to express its deep
appreciation to Emeritus Professors K. Kunaratnam,
R. Kumaravadivel, and K. Kandasamy for their
pioneering contributions to the development of the
department, the faculty, and the university in various

capacities from its inception.
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Heads of the Department of Physics (1975 - present)

Prof. K. Kunaratnam Dr. V. Ramachandran Prof. R. Kumaravadivel Prof. K. Kandasamy

April 1975 - October 1980 - February 1985 - March 1988 -
October 1980 October 1981 February 1988 March 1994
October 1981 - April 1994 - March 2000 -
February 1985 November 1999 March 2003
September 2009 -
August 2010

AP |

Dr. L. Jeyanathan Dr. S. Sivarasa Dr. N. Sivayogan Prof. P. Ravirajan
March 2003 - (Acting Head) June 2006 - October 2010 -
June 2004 June 2004 - June 2009 September 2016

April 2005 March 2020 -
May 2020

Prof. K. Vignarooban Dr. T. Pathmathas Dr. A. Thevakaran
October 2016 - June 2020 - July 2023 to date
February 2020 June 2023
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Staff Profile — Department of Physics

Academic Staff

Mr. S. Senthuran
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MSc (Belfast, UK)
MPhil (Peradeniya)
Senior Lecturer

Prof. P. Ravirajan
BSc Hons (laffna)
MSc (Peradeniya)
DIC,PhD (London, UK)

Chair & Senior Professor

Prof. K. Vignarooban Dr. P.A. Amalraj

BSc Hons (Jaffna) BSc Hons (Jaffna)

MPhil (Peradeniya) PhD (Canterbury, New Zealand)
PhD (Cincinnati, USA) Senior Lecturer

Professor

Dr. T. Pathmathas Mr. K. Prashanthan

BSc Hons (Jaffna) BSc Hons (Jaffna)

ICTP Dip. in Theoretical HEP (Trieste, Italy)
MSc (Peradeniya)

PhD (Cape Town, South Africa)

Senior Lecturer

MRes, DIC (Imperial College London, UK)
Lecturer

Ms. K.H.D.D. Kumari
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

Lecturer

Dr. A. Thevakaran
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD (Colombo)

Senior Lecturer

Ms. S. Praveena
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
Lecturer

Dr. (Ms.) U. Sutharsini
BSc Hons (Jaffna)

PhD (Malaya, Malaysia)
Senior Lecturer

Dr. M. Thanihaichelvan
BSc (Eng) Hons (Anna, India)
MSc (East London,UK)

PhD {Wellington, New Zealand)
CEng (UK)

Senior Lecturer
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Support Staff

Mr. T. Mathiamuthan Mr. V. Tharsan Ms. A. Thenuga Ms. R. Renuka

Staff Technical Officer Technical Officer Technical Officer Technical Officer
Grade 1 Grade 1 Seg. “B” Seg. “B”

a8

e

Mr. R. Dixithjanagan Mr. K. Chandrakumar Mr. T. Pirapakaran Mr. A. Sasiruban
Technical Officer Technical Officer Staff Management Assistant Laboratory Attendant
Seg. “B” Seg. “B” (Special Grade)

Mr. K. Jeyaseelan Mr. S. Thineswaran Mr. J. Subas Mr. T. Suresh
Laboratory Attendant Laboratory Attendant Laboratory Attendant Laboratory Attendant

Mr. K. Sarmilan Mr. S. Nisanthan
Laboratory Attendant Laboratory Attendant
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Department of Zoology
University of Jaffna

Foundation and Establishment

The Department of Zoology is one of the oldest
and most esteemed departments at the University of
Jaffna. Established in 1974 during the early days of
the Jaffna Campus of the University of Sri Lanka, the
department initially operated out of the laboratory
and office spaces of the Jaffna College undergraduate
section in Vaddukoddai.

In July 1978, a significant milestone was reached
when the Faculty of Science was relocated from the
Jaffna College premises to the newly constructed
Natural Science Block (NSB)—1in Thirunelvely. The
Department of Zoology, along with the Department
of Botany, occupied the first and second floors of the
eastern half of the building, while the Department of
Chemistry was housed in the western half. In 1984,
with the Department of Chemistry shifting to a new
block, the Department of Zoology expanded its
footprint, taking over the entire first and second floors
of the western side of NSB-I.

The department’s working space saw further
expansionon November 11,2016, with the inauguration
of NSB — II. The western wing of NSB — II was
dedicated to the Department of Zoology, providing
much-needed additional space to accommodate its
growing activities and expanding academic and
research endeavors.

Today, the Department of Zoology is equipped
with a range of specialised laboratories designed to
support both undergraduate teaching and advanced
research. These facilities include the Elementary
Laboratory, Physiology and Microtome Laboratory,
Environmental Laboratory, Molecular Biology
Laboratory, Microscope Laboratory, Cell-Culture
Laboratory, Toxicology Laboratory, and the Insect
Museum and Entomology Laboratory. Additionally,
the department has established a Medical Entomology
Laboratory, which focuses on cutting-edge research
in insects that are disease vectors.

The department also prides itself on its Animal
House and Insectary, both of which were constructed
in 1981. These facilities are integral to various
undergraduate and postgraduate research projects in
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fields such as limnology, fish biology, aquaculture,
herpetology, ornithology, toxicology, immunology
and entomology. The Animal House supports research
through the use of animals reared in-house, while the
Insectary is vital for studies in vector biology and pest
management.

Recognising the growing importance of data-driven
research, the department has recently established a
Bioinformatics Laboratory to enhance both teaching
and research capabilities in this rapidly evolving
field. This facility enables students and researchers
to engage with the latest tools and techniques in
bioinformatics, fostering a deeper understanding of
biological data analysis.

Furthermore, the department has curated a well-
structured Animal Museum within NSB — I. This
museum serves as both an educational and research
resource, offering students and visitors a chance to
explore a diverse collection of specimens that reflect
the rich biodiversity of the region.

The Department of Zoology continues to uphold
a legacy of excellence, contributing significantly to
the scientific community through its comprehensive
programmes, state-of-the-art facilities, and
commitment to advancing knowledge in the field of
zoology. With its robust infrastructure and dedicated
faculty, the department remains at the forefront of
zoological research and education, nurturing the next
generation of scientists and scholars.

Academic Recruitment

The Department of Zoology at the University
of Jaffna began its academic journey in 1975 under
the leadership of Dr. V. K. Ganesalingam, who was
appointed as the founding Professor and Head of the
Department on August 1, 1975. Mrs. N. Selvaraiah,
a lecturer, joined from Jaffna College, while Mr.
K. Sachithananthan, previously with the Fisheries
Research Station in Colombo, was also appointed as
a lecturer. Additionally, Miss V. Santhanam and Mr.
R. Ratnasabapathy, both from the Colombo Campus,
joined the department as probationary assistant
lecturers.
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In 1979, Rev. Dr. G. F. Rajendram, a lecturer from
the Zoology Department at the Peradeniya Campus,
was transferred to the department. The following
year, Dr. K. Chitravadivelu was appointed as a
lecturer, and Mr. S. Sriskantha, a graduate from the
Peradeniya Campus, joined as a probationary assistant
lecturer. The department saw further expansion with
the appointments of Mrs. P. Krishnarajah and, Mr.
W. Venkatesh and Mr. P. Vinobaba as lecturer and
probationary assistant lecturers in 1985. In 1987,
Miss R. Rajeswaran and Miss R. Rajendramani also
assumed duties as probationary assistant lecturers.
The 1990s and early 2000s were marked by continued
growth in the department’s academic staff. Mr. B.
Sivalognathan, Mr. K. Jayasingam, and Mrs. S.
Kuganathan were appointed as probationary assistant
lecturers in 1989, 1990, and 1992, respectively. In
1996, Ms. N. Ratnasabapathy, Mr. K. Parameshwaran,
and Miss C. Rajendram joined as probationary
lecturers, followed by Mr. S. N. Surendran in 1998.

The new millennium saw the appointment of
Mr. T. Eswaramohan and Mrs. K. Sabesan, Mr. S.
Kugathas, Mr. K. Gajapathy, Miss S. Piratheepa,
Mrs. T. W. Shanthakumar and Miss G. Kandasamy
as probationary lecturers in 2001, 2003, 2007, 2008,
2011 and 2013 respectively. In 2017, Miss S. Kokila
and Mr. S. Arthiyan were appointed as probationary
lecturers. Additionally, Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban was
appointed as a Senior Lecturer (Grade II) in 2009,
further strengthening the academic leadership within
the department.

This recruitment history highlights the
department’s commitment to academic excellence and
its continuous efforts to attract and retain a diverse and
talented faculty, despite the challenges of brain drain
due to the civil unrest that prevailed until 2009. These
efforts have significantly enhanced the educational
experience for its students.

Evolution of the Academic Strength

During the tumultuous 1980s and 1990s, the
civil unrest in Sri Lanka had a profound impact
on the academic landscape, particularly in the
northern peninsula. The Department of Zoology at
the University of Jaffna faced significant challenges
as the strength of its academic staff fluctuated. Many
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left the country permanently, and others did not return
after completing their higher studies abroad. Despite
these difficulties, a few dedicated individuals rose to
the occasion and carried the department through its
most trying times.

Among these stalwarts were Prof. V.K.
Ganesalingam, Rev. Dr. G.F. Rajendram, (Mrs.) N.
Selvarajah, Dr. K. Chirtravadivelu, and Dr. (Mrs.) P.
Krishnarajah. Their unwavering commitment ensured
that the department continued to function even when
the northern peninsula was completely cut off from the
rest of the country. These individuals bore the brunt
of teaching responsibilities and played a crucial role
in maintaining academic standards during the height
of the conflict.

By the mid-1990s, the situation began to stabilize,
and the Department of Zoology started to rebuild
its teaching capacity to align with other national
universities. However, the late 1990s and early 2000s
marked the retirement of the pioneering figures
and stalwarts who had been the backbone of the
department. This period ushered in a new generation
of academics who took up the mantle of responsibility
to lead the department forward.

Today, the Department of Zoology at the University
of Jaffna is a testament to resilience and dedication. It
is currently headed by Mrs. P. Sivakumar, with Prof.
S.N. Surendran serving as the Senior Professor and
Chair. The department’s esteemed faculty includes
Prof. Mrs. R. Gnaneswaran, Prof. K. Gajapathy, Prof.
T. Eswaramohan, Ms. N. Ratnasabapathy (Senior
Lecturer Gr 1), Mr. W.V. Luckshman (Senior Lecturer
Gr1I), Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban (Senior Lecturer GrI),
Dr. (Mrs.) T.W. Shanthakumar (Senior Lecturer Gr
II), Dr. (Mrs.) G. Parththuran (Senior Lecturer Gr II),
Mrs. K. Senthooran (Lecturer), and Mr. S. Arthiyan
(Lecturer).

Non-Academic Strength and Recruitment

The foundation and growth of the department have
been made possible through the invaluable support
and dedication of both non-academic and academic
support staff. These individuals have played a crucial
role in maintaining the department’s operations and
ensuring the smooth execution of its teaching and
learning processes.
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The department’s journey began with the transfer
of Mr. S. Narendran, a Laboratory Technician from
the Department of Physics at the Peradeniya Campus,
to the Jaffna Campus in July 1975. His expertise laid
the groundwork for the department’s development.
In 1974, Mr. K. Nallathamby joined as a Laboratory
Attendant, providing essential support in the early
years. The department continued to strengthen its
team with the addition of Mr. K. Ratnasingam in 1978,
who transitioned from the Department of Agricultural

Biology at the Peradeniya Campus to serve as the
Chief Technician.

Throughout the late 1970s and early 1980s, several
key members joined the department. In 1979, Mr.
S. Sriskantharasan and Mr. T. Thillainathan were
recruited as Laboratory Attendants, followed by
Mrs. M. Sapanathan, who joined as a Clerk in 1980.
In 1983, Mr. P. Vimalanathan joined as a Laboratory
Attendant, and in 1985, Mr. K. Sribandakaran joined
as a Labourer. The department further expanded its
team with the recruitment of Mr. K. Ambikapathy in
1986 and Mr. S. Kugan in 1990, both as Labourers.
Mr. S. Gnanasegaram also joined as a Laboratory
Attendant in 2011.

The 1990s saw continued growth in the
department’s support staff. Mr. S. D. Sarvey and Mr.
E. Amirthalingam joined as Laboratory Attendants
in 1992, followed by the appointments of Mr. E. S.
Thayaparan and Mr. N. Bakeerathan as Laboratory
Attendants. In 1993, Mr. S. Thangarajah was also
recruited as a Laboratory Attendant.

As the department evolved, the need for new
recruits became evident, especially with the retirement
of experienced non-academic staff. The dawn of the
new millennium marked the beginning of anew phase
inrecruitment, ensuring the department could maintain
its momentum. Mr. S. Tharmasena was appointed as a
Labourer in 1998, while Mr. S. Kailyangirivasar, Ms.
T. Kalpana, and Ms. S. Ajanthiniy joined as Laboratory
Attendants in 1998, 2015, and 2015, respectively.
Mrs. K. Niranjan joined the department as a Technical
Officer in 2004, and Mr. V. Jegathampikipakan was
appointed as a Technical Officer in 2007.

The department’s administrative capabilities were
strengthened with the appointment of Mr. P. Gajanthan
and Mr.P.Pathmaruban as Management Assistants in
2009 and 2018, respectively.
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The subsequent years saw the addition of Mr. V.
Thanushan and Mr. R. Sivakaran as a Works Aide in
2013, Mr. M. Rajkumar as a Works Aide in 2017, and
Mr. S. Suthakaran and Mr. K. Kajalaksan, as a Works
Aide and Laboratory Attendant, respectively, in 2018.
Mr. K. Rathangan joined as Laboratory Attendant
in 2019. The department also welcomed Mr. R.
Partheepan as a Technical Officer in 2021 and both
Mr. C. Narthanan and Mr. K. Lingesh as Laboratory
Attendants in 2023.

Current Non-Academic Staff:

The current non-academic staff serving in the
Department include Staff Technical Officers Mr. K.
Sribandakaran and Mrs. K. Niranjan, along with
Technical Officer Mr. R. Partheepan. The team of
Laboratory Attendants comprises Mr. K. Rathangan,
Mr. K. Kajalaksan, Mr. C. Narthanan, and Mr. K.
Lingesh. Additionally, Mr. P. Pathmaruban serves as
the Management Assistant, while Mr. S. Suthakaran,
Mr. M. Rajkumar, and Mr. R. Sivakaran work as
Works Aides.

These dedicated non-academic staff members
are the backbone of the department, ensuring that it
continues to function smoothly and efficiently. Their
contributions have been instrumental in supporting
the department’s academic mission and enhancing the
overall learning environment.

Evolution of Teaching and Learning

The year 1975 marked a significant milestone for
the Department of Zoology at the Jaffna Campus of
the University of Sri Lanka. It was in this year that the
University Grants Commission sent the first batch of
students to the Faculty of Science to undertake the Bio
Science course, which included Zoology. Preparations
were made for the syllabus and teaching curriculum,
including the procurement of laboratory equipment
and library books and periodicals, to establish the
course unit system.

Initially, the Bio Science programme combined
Zoology with Chemistry and Botany, with the first
cohort of students completing their BSc degree in
General Biology. In 1979, the department commenced
its special degree course in Zoology with an initial
cohort of two students. In 1985, the academic
structure saw a transformation with the introduction
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of the semester system, prompting revisions in the
curriculum, syllabus, and examination regulations.
This shift was part of a broader trend towards
modernization in higher education.

By 1993, further curriculum updates were
introduced, and teaching and examinations were
conducted according to the new syllabus. A major
structural reform in the undergraduate degree program
occurred in the early 2000s, when the faculty adopted
the Grade Point Average (GPA) system to evaluate
student performance. This change was part of an
ongoing effort to enhance the academic experience
and ensure the program met contemporary educational
standards as per the Sri Lanka Qualification
Framework.

From 2013 to 2015, the Biological Study
programme received a significant boost with a 25
million LKR grant under the World Bank funded
Higher Education for the Twenty-First Century/
Quality and Innovation Grant (HETC/QIG). This
funding was instrumental in revising the curriculum
and enhancing the physical infrastructure of the
teaching and learning environment. Prof. S.N.
Surendran authored the proposal for this grant, with Dr.
T. Eswaramohan serving as the Project Coordinator,
and Dr. K. Gajapathy and Mrs. A. Sivaruban as
activity coordinators. The grant facilitated substantial
advancements in both curriculum development and
infrastructure enhancement.

Further progress was made with the support
of another grant from the World Bank funded
Accelerating Higher Education Expansion and
Development (AHEAD) programme, awarded
between 2019 and 2023. This grant, amounting to 18
million LKR, was used to further refine the curriculum
and improve the department’s infrastructure. Dr.
(Mrs.) A. Sivaruban and Dr. (Mrs.) T.W. Shanthakumar
wrote the proposal for this grant, with Mrs. Piratheepa
Sivakumar and Dr. K. Gajapathy also contributing as
activity coordinators. Additionally, Dr. (Mrs.) T.W.
Shanthakumar was a key member of the proposal
writing team for another 120 million LKR AHEAD
grant for the Faculty of Science and served as one of
the activity coordinators. This grant was utilised to
further strengthen the department’s infrastructure,
teaching and learning environment, and research
capabilities.

The Department of Zoology has proactively
addressed the need for training non-university
entrants by developing and offering a Certificate
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Course in Molecular Biology Laboratory Techniques.
This course has successfully trained two batches of
students, with Dr. K. Gajapathy and Dr. (Mrs.) T. W.
Shanthakumar serving as coordinators. In addition to
this initiative, the department has embarked on the
development of a new honours degree program in
Molecular Biology and Biotechnology. The structure
and syllabi for this degree programme have been
collaboratively developed by academics from the
Departments of Zoology, Botany, Chemistry, and
Computer Science. The programme is anticipated to be
included as one of the degree offerings of the Faculty
in the near future, further enhancing the department’s
educational offerings and research capabilities.

Research and Dissemination

The Department of Zoology has consistently made
significant contributions to research and scholarship,
cementing its reputation as a leader in various
specialized fields. Noteworthy research areas include
entomology, biodiversity conservation, population
genetics, toxicology, herpetology, and sustainable
development. Faculty members have extensively
published their work in peer-reviewed journals and
presented their findings at both international and
national conferences, furthering the department’s
academic influence and outreach.

The department’s research capabilities have been
significantly enhanced through collaborations with
prestigious institutions worldwide. These include the
British Museum (Natural History), University College
London, University of Wales, University College
Bangor, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine,
University of Cardiff, Royal Veterinary College
London, University of Manchester, and University
of Nottingham in the UK; University of Oklahoma,
Yale University, and University of Maryland-
College Park in the USA; Jeju National University
and KIOST in South Korea; Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, CAS, Annamalai University,
Tata Institute for Genetics, and National Institute of
Malaria Research in India; Queensland University
of Technology in Australia; and Asian Institute of
Technology in Thailand. These partnerships have
facilitated joint publications, resource sharing, and
the establishment of long-term research programs,
significantly advancing the department’s research
agenda.
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Research has been a cornerstone of the Department
of Zoology since its inception. Early research
initiatives were bolstered by support from the
National Science Council of Sri Lanka, which enabled
foundational work in various zoological disciplines.
Prominent faculty members such as Rev. (Dr.) G. F.
Rajendram and Dr. K. Chitravadivelu played pivotal
roles in driving the department’s research output. The
introduction of the special degree programme in 1979
marked a critical milestone, providing a platform for
in-depth research and scholarly inquiry in Zoology.

Despite limited external funding and facilities
during the mid-1980s and 1990s, dedicated faculty
members such as Prof. V.K. Ganesalingam, Rev. Dr.
G.F. Rajendram in entomology, Mrs. N. Selvarajah
in limnology, and Dr. K. Chitravadivelu in fish
biology and fisheries continued their research efforts,
maintaining the Department of Zoology’s leadership in
research and dissemination. Although the department
suffered infrastructure losses and damage twice,
once in the mid-1980s and again in the mid-1990s, it
experienced a significant upward trajectory starting in
the early 2000s. This was driven by the arrival of anew
generation of academics who have played prominent
roles in research both at the faculty level and across
the university. Research areas have since expanded
to include entomology, fisheries, herpetology,
ornithology, toxicology, and physiology, with a strong
integration of molecular biology.

The department’s academics have secured millions
of rupees in research grants from various funding
agencies, including the National Science Foundation
and the National Research Council (with Principal
Investigators Prof. S.N. Surendran and Prof. K.
Gajapathy), the Swiss National Science Foundation
(Principal Investigator: Prof. S.N. Surendran),
and the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) (Principal Investigators: Prof. T.
Eswaramohan, Prof. (Mrs.) R. Gnaneswaran, Ms. P.
Sivakumar, Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban). Additionally,
they have received grants from the University of Jaffna
Research Grant (Principal Investigators: Prof. S.N.
Surendran, Prof. K. Gajapathy, Prof. T. Eswaramohan,
Prof. (Mrs.) R. Gnaneswaran, Mrs. P. Sivakumar, Dr.
Mrs. T.W. Shanthakumar, Ms. N. Ratnasabapathy, Mrs.
K. Senthooran, Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban, Dr. (Mrs.)
G. Parththuran), the University Business Linkage
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Technology Grant (Principal Investigator: Prof. S.N.
Surendran; Co-investigator: Prof. K. Gajapathy), the
University Grants Commission research grant for
the PhD programme (Mr. K. Gajapathy and Ms. G.
Kandasamy), and the Commonwealth split-site PhD
scholarship to pursue part of the PhD programme at
the University of Nottingham (Mr. K. Gajapathy).

The outcomes of these grants have earned the
department international recognition, particularly
in the field of medical entomology. The research
grants have not only contributed to the development
of human resources by producing postgraduate
students but have also enabled significant upgrades
to laboratory facilities, enhancing the department’s
research infrastructure.

In addition to laboratory-based research,
academics involved in the UNDP/IUCN project
have actively engaged with local communities in
biodiversity conservation efforts in and around
Jaffna and Thondaimanaru Lagoon areas. They have
produced educational booklets particularly in the
Thondaimanaru Lagoon area and made strategic
recommendations to relevant government sectors
for the conservation of biodiversity in the lagoon
areas. These initiatives underscore the department’s
commitment to translating research into tangible
community benefits and sustainable environmental
practices.

Postgraduate Supervision

The Department of Zoology at the University of
Jaffna is a leading force in postgraduate education
within the Faculty of Science. To date, fourteen
students have earned their M.Phil and PhD degrees,
either through the department or the Faculty of
Graduate Studies, while conducting their research
within the department.

Mr. S. R. Krishnarajah (M.Phil, 1984), Miss
P. Elanganayagam (M.Phil, 1984), Miss S.
Ambikaipakan (M.Phil, 1989), Mr. K. Jeyasingham
(M.Phil), and Ms. Nithiyagowry Ratnasabapathy
(M.Phil, 2004) completed their degrees under the
supervision of Prof. V.K. Ganesalingam. Miss F.
R. Devarajah (M.Phil) and Miss N. R. Raymond
(M.Phil) were supervised by Prof. G.F. Rajendram.
Miss Chandrakanthi Rajendram (M.Phil) completed
her degree under the guidance of Mrs. N. Selvarajah.
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Ms. Abyerami Balasubramanium (Ph.D, 2007)
earned her degree under the supervision of Dr. (Mrs.)
P. Krishnarajah and Dr. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan. Mr.
Gnanamuthu Anton Charles (M.Phil, 2010) and Mr.
Sivagnanasuntharam Sutharsan (M.Phil, 2011) were
supervised by Dr. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan. Pavilupillai
Justin Jude (M.Phil, 2012) and Mr. Kanapathy
Gajapathy (Ph.D, 2013) were supervised by Prof. S.N.
Surendran and Dr. Sara Goodacre of the University of
Nottingham. Mrs.Vaithehi Kumaran (M.Phil, 2014)
and Ms.Tharmatha Tharmasegaram (M.Phil, 2017)
completed their studies under the supervision of Prof.
S.N. Surendran and Dr. T. Eswaramohan. Ms. Kokila
Sivabalakrishnan (M.Phil, 2018) was supervised by
Prof. S.N. Surendran. Mrs.Sharmintha Piratheeban
(M.Phil, 2021) earned her degree under the guidance
of Dr. K. Gajapathy and Prof. S.N. Surendran.
Mr.Tibutius Thanesh Pramanayagam Jayadas (Ph.D,
2022) was supervised by Prof. S.N. Surendran and
Prof. K. Gajapathy.These accomplishments highlight
the department’s commitment to academic excellence
and its crucial role in advancing scientific knowledge

through rigorous research and dedicated mentorship.
Patents Secured by Academics

One of the significant achievements of our
academics is the development of new technologies
and securing patents for their innovations. Prof. S.N.
Surendran was granted a National Patent (Sri Lanka)
No. 21993 on October 23, 2023, for “A Novel Self-
Contained System for Rearing Black Soldier Fly
(Hermetia illucens) Through All Its Life Stages,”
with Mr. V. Mugilgeethan as a co-inventor. This patent
introduces an innovative system designed to rear
Hermetia illucens from egg to adult stage, optimizing
the rearing process and improving efficiency in black
soldier fly cultivation. Additionally, Dr. (Mrs.) T.W.
Shanthakumar received a patent from the Korea
Intellectual Property Office (Rep. of Korea) with
Patent Number 10-1743275 on May 26, 2017, for
“Single Nucleotide Polymorphism (SNP) Markers
for Detecting Haliotis gigantea and Method for
Detecting Haliotis gigantea Using the Same.” Co-
inventors include Lee Jehee, Qiang Wan, Sukkyoung
Lee, S.N.D.K. Bathige, Gelshan, I. Godahewa, and
H.E. Jayasinghe. This patent focuses on SNP markers
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specifically for detecting Haliotis gigantea (Giant
Abalone) and provides a precise and efficient method
for identifying this species, enhancing detection for
both research and commercial applications.

Honours, Awards and Scientific Engagements

The current faculty of the Department of Zoology
have earned significant recognition from both
international and national scientific organizations,
accumulating numerous accolades for their
outstanding contributions to the field. These honours
not only underscore the individual achievements of
the academics but also bring broader recognition
and prestige to the department as a whole. Their
accomplishments are a testament to the department’s
ongoing commitment to excellence in research,
teaching, and community engagement, further
solidifying its reputation as a leader in zoological
sciences.

Prof. S. N. Surendran has achieved significant
recognition and honour in his field. He is a Fellow of
the Royal Entomological Society and has received
the National Science Foundation Research Award,
the President’s Award for Scientific Publications, and
the Professor Balasubramanium Gold Medal from
the Jaffna Science Association. Additionally, he was
awarded the SUSRED award by the National Science
Foundation and the Commonwealth Academic Staff
Fellowship. Prof. Surendran is a current member of
the National Dengue Vector Control Expert Panel
in Sri Lanka (2022 - present) and participated in the
Technical Consultation on the spread of Anopheles
stephensi organized by the WHO in Geneva in June
2019. He contributed to the formulation of biosafety
guidelines related to genetically modified mosquitoes
organized by the National Science Foundation of Sri
Lanka and organized two National Workshops on
Gene Manipulation in Insects at the University of
Jaffna in 2011 and 2013. Prof. Surendran served as
Co-editor of Vingnanam — Journal of Science from
2011 to 2012, Editor of the Journal of Jaffna Science
Association from 2018 to 2022, and is currently a
Member of the Editorial Board of the Ceylon Journal
of Science (2023 — present).

Prof. (Mrs.) R. Gnaneswaran is a distinguished
Fellow of the Royal Entomological Society and has
made significant contributions to environmental
and agricultural research. She served as a Member
of the National Steering Committee of the Global
Environment Facility/Small Grants Programme
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UNDP for Phase V (2013-2017) and Phase VI (2017-
2020). Additionally, she has played a key role in
identifying pest insect species for various research
institutes, including the Coconut Research Institute
Lunuwila, the Department of Export Agriculture in
Matale, and the Department of Plant Quarantine in
Katunayake.

Prof. K. Gajapathy has been recognised with
the President’s Award for Scientific Publications
and the National Research Council Merit Award.
He has coordinated numerous wildlife biodiversity
and conservation projects and played a key role in
organizing a National Vector Biology workshop.

Prof. T. Eswaramohan has earned notable
recognition in his field, including the President’s
Award for Scientific Publications in 2007 and National
Research Council Merit Awards in 2014 and 2016.
He participated in the International Training Course
on “Universities and Technology-Based Economic
Development” at the U.S. Department of Law
Development Programme in Washington, DC in
June 2019, and completed a short course on “United
States Intellectual Property Law and Policy” at the
Global Intellectual Property Academy in Virginia
in 2019. In 2016, he received the Academic and
Research Excellence Award of Fellowship at the
School of Marine Biomedical Sciences, Jeju National
University, Republic of Korea. Prof. Eswaramohan
also served on the judging panel for the Sri Lanka
Inventors Commission in 2021 and was a member
of the Working Group on “National Innovation
Ecosystem Development” with the Technology
Development and Innovation Arm of NSF in 2022.
He has participated in the Biennial Joint Meetings
and Assisted Reproductive Technology Trainings
(ART) of the UK Fertility Societies at the University
of York (2007) and the University of Warwick (2005).
Additionally, he was a member of the Ethical Review
Committee of the Faculty of Medicine from 2014 to
2018.

Mr.W.V. Luckshman served as acting head in
2004 and played leading role in organising science
exhibition held in 2004.

Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban has been recognised
with the National Research Council Merit Award
and has actively contributed to the Amphibian,
Marine Snake, and Crocodile Specialist Group of
Sri Lanka since 2012. She served as Co-editor of the
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Proceedings of JUICE 2014 Issue and played a key
role as Coordinator and Faculty Representative for
the soft skills component of the UDG Programme
from 2014 to 2015. Additionally, Dr. Sivaruban was
Treasurer (2014-2015) and Chairperson of Section A
(2017-2018) of the Jaffna Science Association. She
coordinated workshops on Student-Centered Teaching
for both staff and students as part of Activity 2 of the
QIG ofthe HETC Projectin2014. As a vital member of
the SER, IR, and PR writing committee (2018-2024),
she has also organized a national workshop on “Hands-
on Training on Herpetology - Amphibia” in 2017.

Mrs. P. Sivakumar has made significant
contributions to her field through various prestigious
roles and accolades. She was awarded the UNU
— INWEH sponsored International Fellowship in
2012 and participated in the WASO-funded Summer
Internship in Norway for the digital WASO Summer
course in 2020. Mrs. Sivakumar serves as the Editor
of the Proceedings of JSA and holds positions as
Associate Editor, Proof reader, and Translator for the
Warana Journal, Sri Lanka’s first bilingual (Sinhala
and Tamil) magazine on nature, since 2021. She is
a member of the Ethical Review Committee of the
Faculty of Medicine since 2020 and is a life member
of the Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement
of Science, the Institute of Biology, and SLAFAR.
Additionally, she acts as the district representative for
the Wildlife and Nature Protection Society (WNPS).

Dr. (Mrs.) T. W. Shanthakumar has achieved
notable recognition through various fellowships
and roles in academic and scientific communities.
She received the AMETEC & Korean Institute of
Ocean Science and Technology (KIOST) sponsored
fellowship in 2012 and was awarded the Brain Korea
21 Plus scholarship. Dr. Shanthakumar has served as
Secretary, Editor, and Chairperson of Section A of
the Jaffna Science Association (JSA) and has been
an Associate Editor of the JSA Journal. Additionally,
she is a member of the editorial board of Vingnanam
—Journal of Science.

Dr. (Mrs.) G. Parththuran has made significant
contributions in various areas of her field. She was
honored with the Best Presentation Award for her oral
presentation at the First International Conference on
Biodiversity and Environmental Management (BEM,
2019) at the University of Sri Jayewardenapura. Dr.
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Parththuran also served as a resource person for the
workshop on Hands-on Training on Herpetology —
Amphibia in 2016 and was an Associate Editor of
the Warana Journal, the first bilingual (Sinhala and
Tamil) magazine on nature by the Wildlife and Nature
Protection Society from 2017 to 2020. Additionally,
she contributed to the development of the syllabi for
the Second National Language in 2014 and served
as a visiting researcher in the eco-acoustics research
group at the Queensland University of Technology,
Brisbane, Australia, recording bird sounds for two
weeks in 2017.

Mrs. K. Senthooran has achieved notable
recognition for her contributions to scientific research
and academic service. She was awarded the President’s
Award for Scientific Publications in 2018 and received
an NSF award the same year, along with a Certificate
of Commendation for her MPhil research project.
Additionally, Mrs. Senthooran served as Editor for
the Department of Zoology Newsletter in 2019 and
is currently the Secretary of the Jaffna Entomological
Society (JES), arole she has held since 2023.

Mr. S. Arthiyan has been recognised for his
significant contributions to scientific research and
academic service. He was honored with the President’s
Award for Scientific Publications in 2018 and served
as the Editor of the Department of Zoology Newsletter
in the same year.

Centre for Research in Entomology

In 2020, marking a significant milestone in its 50-
year history, the university established its first research
centre, the Centre for Research in Entomology, within
the Department. This centre was created to consolidate
and coordinate entomological research and outreach
activities, serving as a focal point for advancements in
the field of entomology. The Centre is currently hosting
two PhD students who are investigating the cellular
and molecular mechanisms underlying the adaptation
of major dengue vectors, particularly Adedes aegypti.
This research, led by Prof. S.N. Surendran, aims to
deepen understanding of how these mosquitoes adapt
to salt environments, which is crucial for developing
more effective vector control strategies. The research is
supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation,
highlighting the global recognition and importance of
the work being conducted. Additionally, the Centre is
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collaborating with the University of Bern, leveraging
their expertise and resources to advance research
goals. The establishment of the Centre for Research
in Entomology represents a significant advancement
in the university’s commitment to entomological
research and its impact on public health.

Zoological Students’ Association

The Zoological Students’ Association (ZSA),
established by the Department of Zoology, aims
to provide students with valuable extracurricular
opportunities and enhance their leadership skills. The
association was first organized in 2013, with senior
academics from the department serving as Senior
Treasurers and the Head of the Department acting as
the patron, guiding students towards their mission.
The ZSA is registered under the National Science
Foundation of Sri Lanka (NSF/USS/JFN/043).

Over the years, notable academics such as Prof.
S.N. Surendran, Prof. T. Eswaramohan, Dr. (Mrs.)
A. Sivaruban, and Dr. (Mrs.) T.W. Shanthakumar
have served as Senior Treasurers. The association
has had a range of dedicated Presidents, including
Ms. S. Kokila, Ms. S. Vaisnavi, Mr. S. Arthiyan,
Mr. RPGN Rathnaweera, Mr. M.J. Priyanth, Ms. G.
Subothini, Mr. A.K.P. Amerasinghe, Mr. R. Nirujan,
Ms. L. Luxshana, and Ms. M.H. Sonali. Currently,
Ms. K. Vasuki serves as the President, with Ms. N.
Ratnasabapathy fulfilling the role of Senior Treasurer.

Some key activities of the Zoological Students’
Association (ZSA) include erecting a stone plaque at
the department entrance and hosting a felicitation for
retired academics in 2015, a tree-planting campaign
in collaboration with the University of Colombo
in 2017, and organizing a blood donation camp
in 2018. They also conducted a life-saving first
aid workshop in collaboration with the Red Cross
Society in 2018 and hosted a webinar on “Molecular
Diagnosis of COVID-19: A Sri Lankan Perspective”
in 2021. The ZSA participated in the Agriculture
Exhibition conducted by the Northern Provincial
Department of Agriculture in 2017, 2018, and 2019,
and organized a workshop titled “Empowering
Youth for Conservation” in April 2022. Additionally,
they won a competitive grant from the UNDP
(SGP/OP6/STAR/BD/2018/04) and successfully
completed a project on a model for livelihood
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development through landscaping and conservation
in Kavutharimunai, Pooneryn, coordinated by Mr. S.
Arthiyan, with funding of $35,000.00 from UNDP
and Rs. 2 Million (SLR) from MAS Intimates. The
ZSA also organized the 3-Minute Research Challenge

among undergraduates.
Jaffna Entomological Society (JES)

Founded in 2023 by entomology specialists from
the Department of Zoology, the Jaffna Entomological
Society (JES) is dedicated to advancing entomological
knowledge and fostering collaboration among diverse
stakeholders. The society is led by Prof. (Mrs.) R.
Gnaneswaran as President, Ms. K. Senthooran as
Secretary, and Prof. T. Eswaramohan as Treasurer,
with Prof. S.N. Surendran and Ms. N. Ratnasabapathy
serving as President-elect and Editor, respectively.
JES aims to extend its expertise beyond the academic
sphere, engaging with individuals and organizations
interested in entomology, particularly in areas such
as beekeeping, pest management, vector control, and
the development of pollinator gardens. Key activities
and objectives include promoting entomological
knowledge through outreach activities such as
workshops, seminars, and public events, focusing on
beekeeping practices, pest management strategies,
vector control techniques, and establishing pollinator-
friendly environments. JES is also committed to
enhancing science education among school children
by providing training and fostering an interest in
entomology and environmental science. The society
collaborates closely with other organizations and
institutions, including the Centre for Research in
Entomology (CRE) at the University of Jaffna, to
facilitate training for government agricultural officers
and raise awareness about nature conservation and
pollinator gardens among schoolchildren. JES is
officially registered as an environmental organization
under the Government Central Environmental
Authority (Registration No. 6/6/17/10/04). Current
activities include a training workshop on the
identification and management of whiteflies on
coconut for agriculture field officers and laboratory
sessions on animal diversity, evolution, and molecular
biology for school students. Through its initiatives and
collaborations, JES plays a crucial role in advancing
entomological research, promoting environmental
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stewardship, and educating the public on the vital
contributions of insects to ecosystems and agriculture.

Administration and Leadership

The Department of Zoology’s administration has
evolved strategically to support its academic and
research missions, ensuring its growth and adaptability
in a dynamic academic environment. Key milestones
in the department’s administrative history include the
relocation to the newly constructed Biology Block
in Thirunelvely in 1978, which marked a significant
expansion of its facilities. This move facilitated
enhanced research capabilities and provided a
modernized space for academic activities.

Leadership from distinguished figures such as
Prof. V. K. Ganesalingam, Mrs. N. Selvarajah, Prof.
Fr. G. F. Rajendram, Dr. K. Chitravadivelu, and Dr.
(Mrs.) P. Krishnarajah was instrumental in guiding the
department through periods of transition and growth.
Their steady guidance ensured the department’s
successful adaptation to changing academic demands
and the maintenance of high standards in both
education and research. Following the retirement of
these first-generation pioneers, the mantle of headship
has been periodically passed to senior academics,
allowing for the smooth continuation of departmental
administration.

Prof. V. K. Ganesalingam played a pivotal role
in the history of the Department. In 1982, he was
appointed as a member of the Academic Council
of the Institute of Fundamental Studies, marking
the beginning of his influential contributions to the
academic community. His leadership extended further
when he served as the Dean of the Faculty of Science in
two separate terms: from 1988 to 1991 and again from
1996 to 1999. During his tenure, Prof. Ganesalingam
was instrumental in shaping the direction and
growth of the Faculty. In addition to his academic
commitments, Prof. Ganesalingam demonstrated an
unwavering dedication to community service. He
served as the President of the Sri Lanka Red Cross
during the early 1990s, a period marked by significant
civil unrest. His leadership in this role was crucial in
providing support and aid to affected communities,
showcasing his commitment to humanitarian efforts.

Prof. T. Eswaramohan has also made significant
administrative contributions, serving as the Director
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of the University Business Linkage from 2018 to 2024.
His leadership in fostering collaborations between the
university and industry has been crucial in bridging
the gap between academic research and practical
applications.

Since 2011, Prof. S. N. Surendran and Prof. T.
Eswaramohan have served as President and Secretary
of the Animal Ethics Committee, respectively.
Their ongoing roles in this committee reflect their
commitment to ethical standards in research involving
animals, ensuring that the department’s research
activities adhere to the highest ethical principles.

These leaders have not only contributed to the
department’s growth and administrative stability
but have also played vital roles in broader university
governance, shaping the institution’s direction and
ensuring its resilience in the face of challenges.

Serving the Community through Outreach
Activities

The Department is at the forefront of engaging in
community-based outreach activities and conducting
awareness programs related to biodiversity and
ecosystem conservation. These initiatives are designed
for both school children and the general public,
reflecting our commitment to fostering environmental
stewardship.

The Department’s outreach activities also actively
involve Zoology students through the Zoology Student
Association (ZSA). This engagement provides
students with valuable hands-on experience and a
deeper understanding of the impact of their work on
local communities. By participating in these outreach
programs, students contribute to the Department’s
mission of educating and inspiring future generations
about the importance of biodiversity and ecosystem
conservation.

Prof. S.N. Surendran has made significant
contributions to the field of entomology through the
organization of two national workshops on Gene
Manipulation of Mosquitoes in 2011 and 2013.
Additionally, he has conducted periodic training
programs for public health inspectors and members of
the entomology team of the Anti-Malaria Campaign,
further advancing public health initiatives and
entomological research.
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Prof. (Mrs.) G. Gnaneswaran has actively
contributed to various environmental and educational
initiatives. She has led the “Sustainable Organic
Home Gardening with the Mitigation of Climate
Change (Drought)” project in Maravanpulo, Jaffna.
She has served as a resource person for numerous
capacity-building and training programs, including
workshops on environmental issues, regulations,
and protection. Notable contributions include
facilitating discussions on environmental management
with administrative officers, delivering training on
environmental regulations to women, and conducting
workshops on mangrove conservation and pollinator
identification. She has also contributed to the National
Youth Dialogue on climate and green development,
and participated in training programs on vector
identification, environmental impact assessments, and
biodiversity conservation. Her involvement extends to
public awareness campaigns and scientific workshops
aimed at enhancing environmental understanding and
management.

Prof. K. Gajapathy has been extensively involved
in environmental assessment and community-based
programmes. He coordinated the environmental
assessment and reporting for the renovation of the
Nagarkovil-Eluthumatuwal bridge and the clearing
of public land in Chundikulam National Park. He has
conducted various workshops on science, climate
change, and leadership for students and teachers
and has facilitated youth capacity-building and
skill development programs. He was a research
team member for the Chundikulam National Park
biodiversity survey, coordinated ecological surveys
for Akkarayan and Kanagarayan rivers, and led the
environmental impact analysis for the proposed
water supply scheme based on Thondamarau Lagoon.
Additionally, he wrote proposals and coordinated the
Integrated Development Plan for the North Province
and served on the Steering Committee for the Horse
Conservation Plan in Delft Island.

Prof. T. Eswaramohan has made significant
contributions to environmental and educational
initiatives. He served as the Principal Investigator
for the Mangrove for Future project, conducting
baseline analysis for development opportunities
at Thondamanaru Lagoon through an IUCN grant
(2014-2015). He coordinated World Environment
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Day celebrations and a plantation campaign involving
23 schools in Jaffna District in June 2013, funded
by SEWALANKA and the Forest Department. In
October 2013, he organized a plantation campaign
and beach cleanup at Point Pedro, also partially
funded by the Forest Department. Prof. Eswaramohan
delivered a theme lecture on “Ecosystem Diversity in
Northern Province, Sri Lanka” for an ecological and
biodiversity field study in August 2013. He served as
Chairperson of the Jaffna Science Association-Section
A Pure Science in 2013 and contributed as a resource
person in seminars for G.C.E. (A/L) science teachers.

Ms. R. Nithiyagowry has actively contributed to
educational and research initiatives in Sri Lanka. She
participated in the workshop on “Developing National
Guidelines for the Protection of Animal Participants
in Research” on September 11, 2008, conducted by
the FERCSL and convened by the ERC at the Faculty
of Medicine, University of Colombo. She served as a
resource person, discussing the G.C.E. (A/L) Biology
New Syllabus at the NSF, Maharagama in 2011 and
2016. Additionally, she has been involved in training
programs for G.C.E. (A/L) Biology teachers organised
by the National Institute of Education in Maharagama
in2009,2010,and 2018. Ms. Nithiyagowry contributed
to the quality development of textbooks organised
by the Educational Publications Department at the
Institute of Construction and Development Centre in
Bataramulla from February 8-11, 2011. Since 2006,
she has served as a chiefand control marking examiner,
and from 2021, as a co-controlling examiner for the
G.C.E. (A/L) Biology examinations conducted by the
Department of Exams and Evaluation, Bataramulla.

Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban has significantly
contributed to education and environmental awareness
through various roles. She served as a resource
person for G.C.E. (A/L) practical training for Biology
teachers in 2012 and conducted a workshop on
incorporating soft skills into the curriculum for the
Faculty of Science staff in 2013. In 2014, she led an
awareness programme for school children across nine
schools in Jaffna on “National Environment in Sri
Lanka” and “Biodiversity of Sri Lanka.” Dr. Sivaruban
was a key resource person for a workshop on “Shellfish
and Finfish Status of Jaffna Lagoon” in 2015,
supported by the Mangrove for Future (MFF/127)
grant of [IUCN. She contributed to the quality
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development of Grade 11 textbooks on Aquaculture
from April 6-8,2016, and provided hands-on training
on Herpetology — amphibians to undergraduates,
laboratory staff, and school students on December
14, 2017. Additionally, she participated in the Sri
Lankan Reptiles Red List Assessment in Wattegama,
Kandy, in 2019 and documented the De-Gazetted
area within the Nagarkovil Nature Reserve the same
year. Dr. Sivaruban also led awareness programs for
bird identification in collaboration with the Centre for
Children’s Happiness (CCH) from 2018 to 2020 and
participated in a three-day scientific mapping exercise
on medicinal plants, flora, fauna, and ecotourism in
Delft Island, Jaffna District, in 2023.

Ms. P. Sivakumar has made notable contributions
to environmental research and education. She served
as the Co-Investigator for the Mangrove for Future
project research grant through ITUCN (Grant Ref
No MFF/138) from 2014 to 2015, focusing on a
“Baseline Analysis of Development Opportunities for
Thondamanaru Lagoon, NP, Sri Lanka”. Additionally,
Mrs. Sivakumar conducted a workshop on the
scientific background of Thondamanaru Lagoon in
2015 and contributed to the EIA report for a proposed
water supply project based on the Thondamanaru
Lagoon in 2019. She has also served as the Editor
and Chairperson of the Jaffna Science Association-
Section A Pure Science from 2021 to 2023 and as the
ChiefEditor of the Jaffna Science Association in 2022.
Furthermore, she has acted as a resource person for
Science and Biology teachersin2012,2014, and 2016.

Dr. (Mrs.) T. W. Shanthakumar has been actively
involved in various environmental and educational
initiatives. In November 2023, she served as aresource
person for an interactive workshop on ‘Environmental
Issues, Conservation, and Management Projects,’
organised by Caritas-HUDEC Jaffna. She has also
contributed to vermicomposting workshops for
farmers at Vaddukoddai East, organised by the Silent
Spring group under the GGP project of the University
of Jaffna. Additionally, Dr. Shanthakumar is involved
with the British Council Sri Lanka as a resource
person and facilitator for the Life Skills Development
Programme and the Active Citizens Programme,
benefiting students from the Faculty of Science
and the University. She has conducted awareness
workshops for school teachers on ‘Identification
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and Control of Invasive Alien Species’ from 2018 to
2020, and participated in a seminar and field session
on wetlands organized by the Divisional Secretariat
for Island South Velanai and Thenmaradchi in 2017.
Dr. Shanthakumar has also coordinated workshops on
‘Empowering Youth for Conservation’ at the Faculty
of Science, University of Jaffna, and on ‘Preparation
Session for A/L Science Stream Students’ across
several districts, including Mullaitivu, Kilinochchi,
Mannar, Jaffna, and Batticaloa, in 2022.

Dr. (Mrs.) G. Parththuran has actively contributed
to the field of ornithology through various educational
and outreach activities. In 2021, she served as a
resource person for a webinar on “Birds of Sri Lanka”
organised by the Jaffna Science Association, and
also participated in a Tamil language webinar on
“Ilangai Paravaigal (Birds of Sri Lanka)” organised
by the Indian Ornithological Society, Crow Nest. She
delivered talks on “Importance of Avitourism in the
Northern Avifaunal Zone of Sri Lanka” to students at
Jaffna Hindu College in 2020, and on “Migratory Birds
of Sri Lanka” to students in the Northern Province in
2018, both organised by the Ministry of Irrigation,
Sri Lanka. Dr. Parththuran also presented a talk on
“Animal Calls - Used as a Tool in Survey” during the
Hands-on Training on Herpetology workshop at the
Department of Zoology, University of Jaffnain 2018.
Additionally, she contributed to a three-day workshop
and field visit for Migratory Bird Day Programme
in 2016 and 2015, discussing the “Importance of
Thondaimanaru Lagoon on Conservation of Birds”
to school students across the Northern Province,
organized by the Ministry of Agriculture, Sri Lanka.

Mrs. K. Senthooran has actively contributed to
various training and educational initiatives. She served
as a resource person for the “Vector Identification
and Incrimination” training program held at the
Department of Zoology, University of Jaftna, in2016.
Additionally, she participated as aresource personnel
in a Biology seminar for GCE Advanced Level
students at Jaffna Hindu Ladies’ College in 2018.
Mrs. Senthooran also contributed to the Provincial
Agriculture Exhibition, organized by the Department
of Agriculture, Northern Province, in both 2017 and
2019.
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Mr. S. Arthiyan has made significant contributions
in various roles. He provided laboratory teaching
assistance during a training program for public
health inspectors on medical entomology and pest
management in 2016. He also served as a resource
person for the Provincial Agriculture Exhibition
in 2017 and 2019, organized by the Department
of Agriculture, Northern Province. Additionally,
Mr. Arthiyan rendered teaching assistance on
Environmental Health and Environmental Law for
Public Health Instructors in 2022 and 2023. He was
a member of the environmental assessment team for
the renovation of the Nagarkovil-Eluthumatuwal
bridge and clearing public land in Chundikulam
National Park in Kilinochchi, and participated in the
biodiversity survey of Chundikulam National Park in
2021. He also contributed to the Environmental Impact
Analysis for the proposed water supply scheme based
on Thondamarau Lagoon in 2019. His involvement
includes serving as a resource person for the “Let’s
Learn Our Pollinators” workshop in August 2016 and
for a Certificate Course on Nature and Environmental
Study with the Centre for Children’s Happiness in
July 2015. Furthermore, he led the International
Coastal Cleanup Programme in Jaffna Districtin 2015,
organized by the Marine Environment Protection
Authority (MEPA) and the District Secretariat Jaffna.

Challenges

The department has faced several challenges over
the years, including limited funding for research,
the need for updated laboratory equipment, and
the recruitment and retention of talented faculty.
Additionally, adapting to rapid changes in technology
and the evolving needs of the job market has required
continuous effort and innovation.

Future Directions

The Department of Zoology is well-positioned
for continued growth and advancement, with a clear
vision and strategic initiatives aimed at furthering its
mission and achieving its goals. Key areas of focus
include:

e Expanding Research Capabilities: The
department is committed to securing additional
funding to support its research endeavors. This
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includes updating and modernizing laboratory
facilities to accommodate cutting-edge research
and foster innovation across various zoological

disciplines.

Enhancing Teaching and Learning: Innovation
in teaching methods and curriculum design
remains a priority. The department is focused on
developing dynamic, student-centered learning
environments that better prepare graduates for the
challenges of the future. By integrating the latest
educational technologies and methodologies, the
department seeks to equip students with the skills
and knowledge necessary to excel in their careers

and contribute meaningfully to society.

Strengthening Partnerships: Building stronger
collaborations with other academic institutions,
industry, and community organisations is essential
to expanding research opportunities and enhancing
public engagement. The department plans to
forge new partnerships and strengthen existing
ones, creating a robust network of collaborators

Foundation and Establishment of the Department

.
'

that will facilitate interdisciplinary research and

community-based projects.

e Supporting Faculty and Students: The
department recognises the importance of investing
in its faculty and students. Efforts will be made
to provide more professional development
opportunities for faculty, enabling them to stay
at the forefront of their fields. Additionally,
increasing support for student research and career
development is a priority, with initiatives aimed
at fostering a research-intensive environment
and providing students with the resources and

mentorship they need to succeed.

By focusing on these strategic areas, the Department
of Zoology is poised to continue its tradition of
excellence, making even greater contributions
to science and society in the coming years. The
department’s forward-looking approach ensures that
it remains a leader in zoological research, education,
and community engagement, driving progress and
innovation in the field.

Western Wings, which house the Department of Zoology, are located within the Natural Science Block [ & 11
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Glimpses of Activities at the Centre for Research in Entomology

Guest Lecture and a training programme in medical entomology

Glimpses of Activities of the Zoological Students’ Association

Coastal clean-up campaign and Biodiversity and Environment Education for School Students
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Field excursion and biodiversity study at Sinharajah rain forest 2016 and Celebrating the wetland day in mangrove
cover of Kavutharimunai, Pooneryn -2019

Won a competitive grant from the UNDP (SGP/OP6/STAR/BD/2018/04) in 2018 and successfully completing
the project on “ Model for Livelihood development through landscaping and conservation in Kavutharimunai,
Pooneryn in 2020
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Celebrating “World Elephant Day- 2024
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Laboratory sessions on “Animal diversity and Evolution” and ““Molecular Biology” for school students on
09th August 2024

Glimpses of outreach activities of Mangrove for Future project research grant through IUCN (Grant Ref
No MFF/138)
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Heads of the Department of Zoology (1975 - present)

Late. Prof. K. Ganeshalingam Prof. (Mrs). N. Selvarajah Prof. K. Chithiravadivelu Late Dr. Mrs. P. Krishnaraja

August 1975 - October 1986 - July1990 - June 1997 -
September 1986 July 1990 March 1991 October 2001
November 1996 -
March 1997

y

Dr. K. Parameswaran Mrs. J. Nanthakumar Prof. Mrs. S. Kuganathan Miss N. Ratnasabapathy

December 2001 - August 2003 - June 2005 - July 2008 -
August 2003 May 2005 June 2008 December 2011

Lt ¥

Prof. Mrs. R. Gnaneswaran Prof. T. Eswaramohan Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban Mrs. P. Sivakumar

January 2012 - January 2018 - April 2021 - May 2024 to date
December 2017 March 2021 April 2024

Academic staff and their e-mail addresses
https://www.sci.jfn.ac.lk/index.php/academic-staft/
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Staff Profile — Department of Zoology

Academic Staff

Prof. S. N. Surendran
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD (Colombo)

Chair & Senior Professor

Prof. (Mrs.) R. Gnaneswaran
BSc Hons (laffna)

MPhil (Peradeniya)

PhD (Peradeniya)

Professor

Prof. K. Gajapathy
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD (laffna)

Professor

Prof. T. Eswaramohan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD (Colombo)

Professor

Ms. R. Nithiyagowry
BSc Hons (laffna)

MPhil (Jaffna)

Senior Lecturer

Dr. (Mrs.) A. Sivaruban
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
PhD (Jaffna)

Senior Lecturer

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

Mr. W. Venkatesh Luckshman
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MS (Oklahoma, USA)

Senior Lecturer

Mrs. P. Sivakumar
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MPhil (Peradeniya)
Senior Lecturer

Dr. (Mrs.) T. W. Shanthakumar
BSc Hons (laffna)

MPhil (Jaffna)

PhD (JNU, South Korea)

Senior Lecturer

Dr. (Mrs.) G. Parththuran

BSc Hons (Peradeniya)
PhD (Colombo)

Senior Lecturer

Mr. S. Arthiyan
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MSc (Peradeniya)
Lecturer

Ms. S. Kokila
BSc Hons (Jaffna)
MPhil (Jaffna)

Lecturer
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Support Staff

Mr. K. Sribandakaran Mrs. P. Niranjan Mr. R. Partheepan Mr. S. Nishanthan
Staff Technical Officer Staff Technical Officer Technical Officer Technical Officer

-

Mr. K. Lingkesh

Mr. P. Pathmaruban Mr. K. Kajalaksan Mr. K. Rathangan Laboratory Attendant

Management Assistant Laboratory Attendant Laboratory Attendant

.
Mr. S. Narthanan Mr. M. Rajkumar Mr. S. Suthakaran Mr. R. Sivakaran
Laboratory Attendant Works Aide Works Aide Works Aide
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Technology Transfer activities and achievements of Faculty of Science,

University of Jaffna

The culture of Technology transfer was introduced to
the University of Jaffna through the UGC Commission
Circular 10/2016 : Strengthening of University
Business Linkage (UBL) in State Universities. Thus
the technology transfer office of University of Jaffna
was established under the name of University Business
Linkage (UBL-Jaffna) in 2018 with the support of
World Bank funded AHEAD operations.

Prof. T. Eswaramohan was appointed as the
Director of UBL-Jaffna with the support of all the
deans and faculties to foster innovation, creation
and commercialisation of Intellectual Property, and
industrial partnership with the intention of elevating
the research culture of the University to the Global
Standard. All the faculties welcomed and worked
for the success of UBL and the culture transition of

technology transfer.

During the initial stage of operation, UBL-Jaffna
was able to achieve key milestones in the University’s
history.

1. First Product Licensing by the University of Jaffna
in 2021

2. First Patent owned by the University of Jaffna
in 2022

3. FirstProduct Launched by the University of Jaffna
in 2022

4. First International Patent, PCT owned by the
University of Jaffna in 2022

5. First Sponsored Research received byUniversity
of Jaffna in 2022

6. First US Copyright Owned by University of
Jaffna in 2023

7. First Software Product Developed and Launched
by the University of Jaffna in 2023

It is notable that the first patent owned by the
University of Jaffna was from the Faculty of Science
which was developed by Mr. K. Harichandra, a
technical officer from the Department of Fisheries,
Faculty of Science. The second patent of the Faculty
which was the fourth patent of the university
was developed by Prof. S.N. Surendran from the
Department of Zoology, Faculty of Science. So far
UBL-Jaffna has filed 19 National patent applications
out of which 4 has been granted.

UBL-Jaffna has facilitated 4 industrial licensing
agreements which took the inventions from the lab to
industrial application. The first licensing agreement
of the Faculty of Science was for the invention by
Dr. K. Thabotharan and Mr. Ramanaruban for an
“Agriculture Product Management System”. This
was also the first software product developed and
Launched by the University of Jaffna. This software
product was licensed to a regional entrepreneur from
Kilinochchi to ease the gap between farmers and
consumers.

The historic licence of the first product developed
and launched at University of Jaffna goes to Mullai Milk
Processing Industry (Mullai MPI) from Udayarkattu,
Mullaitheevu, Sri Lanka. Mr. S.Thavaseelan is the
Chairman of Mullai MPI. He is also a proud alumnus
of Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna.

UBL-Jaffna has funded 26 innovative research
projects with commercial potential out of which 8 were
for projects from the Faculty of Science. They have
been elevated from TRL 3 (Technology Readiness
Level) to TRL 6 and negotiation is in progress with
industrial partners for technology transfer.

Project Title Inventor Name Departments from Faculty of Science
Smart Faucet Mr. K. Harichandra Fisheries
Gravid Female Adult Mosquitoe Trap Prof. S. N. Surendran Zoology
Black Soldier Fly (BSF) Rearing Setup Prof. S. N. Surendran Zoology
Enhancing theskin colouration of omamental 1 g gurarshiny Fisherics

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Agriculture Product Management System

Dr. K. Thabotharan

Computer Science

Tamil Conversational engine to provide cus-
tomer support

Dr. K. Sarveswaran

Computer Science

Commercialising Software Solutions

Mr. S. Suthakar

Computer Science

Paddy leaf disease detection

Prof. A. Ramanan

Computer Science

Molecular based analysis for disease detec-
tion on Curry leaf trees for Global Exporta-
tion

Prof. K. Gajapathy

Zoology

Under the funding of the Commercialising software
solutions, the Department of Computer Source
was provided with state-of-the-art server-related
infrastructure for rapid software development, which
has enabled the students and staff to develop and
deploy software projects and mobile applications

to the benefit of the general public and also for
commercial use.

UBL-Jaftha financially supported four workshops
and six Industrial visits out of which a workshop and
four industrial visits were for the Faculty of Science
in the year of 2023.

Industrial Visit
Event Coordinator Department Title Beneficiary
Prof. P. Iyngaran Chemistry Explorlng Real-Tlme Cleaner Produc- Final year Applied Chemistry
tion Experiences Students
Mrs. P. Sivakumar Zoology Hands on training for aquaculture hatch- | Final year Zoology special degree
ery techniques students
Mrs. S. Sathyaruban Fisheries Socm-economlf: factors that 1nﬂ1.1er.10e Final year Fisheries special degree
entrepreneurship in fisheries societies students
Mrs. G. Parthuran Zoology Eco—Tourlsm Development in the North- | Final year Zoology special degree
ern Province students
Workshop
. Sri Lanka Student Workshop on National-level student-centered
Dr. (Mrs.) B. Mayurathan Computer Science Computer Science (SL-SWCS), 2023 one-day workshop

UBL- Jaffna has also conducted awareness sessions
on Intellectual Property and Technology transfer to the
students of Department of Zoology and Department
of Computer Science.

UBL-Jaffna has opened up consultation
opportunities for the staff of the university to transfer
their intellectual knowledge to solve industrial and
communication problems. On that aspect, UBL-
Jaffna has facilitated a consultation project from an
international entity to Mrs. S. Sathyaruban (Head/
Department of Fisheries) which has direct impact in
regional economic development (in Progress).

These activities were facilitated by an Alumni of
Faculty of Science, Mr. S. Anurakavan (39th batch of
FoS)who has been serving as the Manager of the UBL-

Jaffna since December 2021 and playing a crucial
role in planning and implementing these milestone
achievements.
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The service of the faculty coordinators from
Science has progressively supported and facilitated the
transition for the cultural shift of technology transfer
within the science Faculty. They are;

e Dr. K. Sarveswaran (Dept. of Computer
Science)

e Mr. K. Gunaalan (Dept. of Fisheries)
e Prof. K. Gajapathy (Dept. of Zoology)
e Dr. T. Pathmathas (Dept. of Physics)

e Dr. M.Thanihaichelvan (Dept. of Physics) -
Present UBL Faculty Coordinator

The World Bank Funded RIC (Research and
Innovation and Commercialization) mega innovation
project titled “Development of Novel Electrolyte

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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and Electrode Materials for Secondary Sodium-ion
and Magnesium-ion Batteries”, received by Prof.
K.Vignarooban (Principal Investigator), Prof. K.
Velauthamurthy and Prof. G. Sashikesh which will
be further supported for intellectual protection by
UBL-Jaffna.

¢ ') # '

e Licensing agreement signing of “Agriculture
Product management System” - first Software
product developed and launched at University
of Jaffna and the first licensing agreement from
Faculty of Science.

The UBL-Jaffna is now being spearheaded by
the leadership of Prof. K. Pakeerathan (Faculty of
Agriculture) from 1st of June 2024. As the next
stage UBL-Jaffna plans to stimulate staff and student
spinoffs from the faculty, open up consultation and
analytical services from the faculty and initiate an
Enterprise club for students to learn and polish their
entrepreneurship skills.

e Mr. S. Thavaseelan is the Chairman of Mullai
MPI. He is also a proud alumnus of Faculty of
Science, University of Jaffna launched the Bael
incoperated Yogurt invented by University of
Jaffna.

o UBL-Jaffna visited J/Skandavarodaya College in Kandarodai, Chunnakam, Jaffna on the 26th May 2023
and briefed on the opportunities /importance of innovation to the community and mankind with a core of

“Have an Ambition and Goal in Life”.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

Prof. T. Eswaramohan
Former Director/UBL-Jaffna
June 2018 to May 2024
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Computer Unit
University of Jaffna

About Computer Unit

The Computer Unit was established in 1985 as a
service unit under the supervision of the Dean of the
Faculty of Science during the Deanship of Professor
K. Kunaratnam with his effort. Mr. S. Kanaganathan
was appointed as the first Head of the Computer
Unit. Initially, it primarily served students studying
computing as part of applied mathematics and offered
facilities to staff interested in independently learning
computer programming. Over time, the Unit expanded
its services, including awareness courses for new
entrants, training in computer usage such as word
processing and database applications, and support for
writing project reports, research papers, and theses.
Eventually, the Computer Unit broadened its scope
to serve the entire university community, providing a
wide range of computing services to students and staff
across various disciplines.

Expansion and Challenges

The Unit’s services were not limited to the
university; they also extended to the broader society.
Before the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF)
operation, the Computer Unit conducted certificate
and diploma courses in computing, benefiting
approximately 400 students over four years. However,
these programmes were disrupted due to the IPKF
operations, which caused significant losses and led to
a temporary halt in the Unit’s services.

After the war, the Computer Unit gradually rebuilt
its laboratory facilities and resumed its services to the
university community. During this period, the Unitalso
conducted staff training programmes for accountants
and administrative staff at the Jaffna Secretariat
and Jaffna Teaching Hospital. Unfortunately, in
October/November 1995, the escalation of the war
led to another disruption, resulting in the loss of all
equipment during a mass exodus.

Revival and Relocation

Initially, the Computer Unit operated on the ground
floor of the Mathematics Block, providing computer
laboratory facilities primarily to final-year students
and staff. With the establishment of the Department of
Computer Science, two rooms were allocated from the
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Department of Physics for the Computer Unit, while
the Department of Computer Science also utilised
space on the ground floor of the Mathematics Block.

In 2004, the Computer Unit adopted the slogan
“Computer Literacy for All,” and since then, all
students have been taught computer literacy as part of
their curriculum. To support this initiative, Under the
Deanship of Professor R. Kumaravadivel, by his effort,
the Computer Unit moved to new locations. Staff
rooms and computer server rooms were relocated to
the firstfloor of the Vithyanathan Library block, where
new laboratories were established with the consent of
the Librarian and approval of the University Council.
Additionally, two labs were set up in the new building
next to the Department of Physics and Department of
Mathematics and Statistics.

Campus Wide Network and Online Services

The University of Jaffna also secured funding from
the Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency (SIDA) to lay out a fiber optic network across
the campus. Thanks to Professor R. Kumaravadivel
and Professor V. K. Samaranayake for their effort
and cooperation in receiving the funds for this
task. This project took about ten years to complete
due to the unexpected resumption of war and other
administrative and technical challenges. The project
successfully established a campus-wide network,
including the main campus, the Faculty of Medicine,
Ramanathan Academy at Maruthanarmadam, and the
Siddha Medicine Unit at Kaithady.

The campus-wide networking project was overseen
by a monitoring committee under the University of
Colombo School of Computing (UCSC), chaired
by the Director of UCSC. Initially, the project was
coordinated by Professor R. Kumaravadivel, who was
the then Dean of the Faculty of Science and Acting
Vice-Chancellor. Following his tenure, Dr. E. Y. A.
Charles took over as the Coordinator and completed
the project.

Since 2009, Dr. E. Y. A. Charles has served as the
administrator of the entire campus network, working
alongside the network managers of the university.
In addition to managing the campus network, Dr.
Charles also administers key network services,

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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including the Moodle Learning Management System
(LMS), email, and the university’s web services. The
Computer Unit provides essential administrative and
technical support to ensure the smooth operation of
these services.

Courses conducted by Computer Unit

Under the initiative “Computer Literacy for
All,” foundational courses in Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) were introduced

for first-year students across various degree programs
indifferent faculties starting in 2004. Mrs. R. Mahesan,
in consultation with Dr. S. Mahesan, played a crucial
role in establishing these courses. Her responsibilities
included developing course materials, coordinating
with faculties, preparing timetables, conducting
examinations, and maintaining records. The following
table details the courses that were launched as part of
this initiative.

. Year
Degree Programme Faculty / Unit Course Code Started
Bachelor of Science Science COM105GA2 2004
Bachelor of Arts Arts ACLA 12012 2004
Bachelor of Business Administration Management Studies and COM 2103, 2004
Commerce BAD 2105

Bachelor of Fine Arts Arts ACLA 12012 2005
Diploma in Fisheries Science Science COM102DA2 2005
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery Medicine IT Co-Module 2006
[MBBS]
BSc in Nursing Medicine AHSBCL 1102 2007
BSc in Medical Laboratory Science
BSc in Pharmacy
Bachelor of Siddha Medicine and Surgery (BSMS) | Siddha Medicine Unit Introduction to IT 2007
Bachelor of Laws Arts ALCOM 11022 2010

In 2020, the Faculty of Science introduced
supplementary courses at Level 3G for the Bachelor
of Science Degree programme. The Computer Unit
designed and delivered the following three courses:

ITE301G2: Software Tools for Scientific
Calculations

ITE302G2: Computational and Scientific
Programming using Python

ITE303G2: Web Development Technologies

Additionally, the Computer Unit has been
conducting IT courses for the first and second years
of the Bachelor of Arts (External) degree programme,
offered by the Centre for Open and Distance Learning
(CODL), since 2018. Following the restructuring
of the External degree program to align with UGC
guidelines, which mandated a 9-credit (10% weighted)
IT component, the Computer Unit designed and began
offering three IT courses for each year of the degree
starting in 2023. These courses cover a range of
topics, including Fundamentals of ICT, Office-related
Applications, Online Workspaces, Web Development
Technologies, and Database Applications.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

In 2023, the Computer Unit also launched a self-
financed Certificate Course titled Basic ICT Skills,
conducted through the Centre for Open and Distance
Learning (CODL).

Furthermore, the Computer Unit has collaborated
with the Department of Computer Science to conduct
courses in Information Communication Technology
and General Information Technology for teacher
training on several occasions, specifically in 2004
and 2005.

Laboratory Facilities

Initially, the Computer Unit housed a few
computers like the Commodore Super Pet and
Commodore-64, primarily used for running BASIC
programs. As technology evolved, the Unit expanded
its inventory to include various other computers such
as Radio Shack, KayPro, BBC Micros, and a Micro
Wax mini-computer. The facility was also equipped
with peripherals, accessories, repair kits, power
conditioners, and air conditioners.

However, the Computer Unit faced significant
setbacks due to external events. The first major loss

-115-



Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

occurred during the IPKF operation, resulting in
damage and loss of laboratory equipment. A second,
more severe setback occurred in October/November
1995 during the mass exodus caused by the escalation
of war. During this period, all laboratory equipment
was lost, including computers, peripherals, and
other valuable accessories like UPS units and power
conditioners. The inventory of lost computers
included:

e 46 Micros (BBC Micro, KayPro, Radio Shack)
e 1 Sun Workstation
e 1 Micro VAX

e 35 Personal Computers (286, 386, 486-based
machines)

The total estimated cost of these losses, including
computers, peripherals, and other accessories,
exceeded four and a half million rupees.

When displaced people returned in 1996, they
found the Computer Unit completely devoid of
equipment. The Unit was slowly refurbished through
annual allocations from the University, initially with
21 personal computers, though this number was
insufficient to meet the growing needs of students
and staff.

In 2002, a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) was signed between the Government and
rebels, leading to the acquisition of funds from
the Asian Development Bank and World Bank.
These funds, obtained through national projects
under the Staff/Student Training Programme on
Information Technology, enabled the purchase of
new computers and the establishment of laboratories
in the Vithyanathan Library block and new buildings
next to the Department of Physics and Department of
Mathematics and Statistics.

From 2005 to 2010, the Word Bank funded IRQUE
project significantly enhanced the technological
infrastructure of participating institutions. During
this period, additional computers were purchased with
funds from the Institutional block grant allocated for
Information Technology. This investment led to the
establishment of eight fully equipped labs, providing
improved access to modern computing facilities
for students and faculty, thereby creating a more
conducive environment for learning and research.

From 2010-2014 and 2017-2022, two labs were
fully allocated to the Department of Computer Science
-116-

to accommodate the increasing number of students, a
necessary expansion to meet the growing demand for
computer science education. Additionally, one lab was
allocated to the library for the digitization of materials,
further modernizing the institution’s resources and
making them more accessible.

Currently, the Computer Unit has six labs, each
accommodating 30 to 50 computers. Five of these
laboratories are designated for practical sessions,
while one is reserved for internet access for staff and
students. The Computer Unitalso provides laboratory
space for computer-aided courses upon request from
various faculties and occasionally makes provisions
for self-financed courses or special workshops,
charging a nominal fee per computer per hour.

Maintenance of Computers and Accessories

In 2004, new positions were created and filled
for technical officers and lab attendants to support
the operations of the Computer Unit. The technical
officers are responsible for maintaining the Computer
Unit’s laboratories, focusing on technical aspects and
ensuring the smooth functioning of all equipment.
Their duties include repairing faulty computers,
accessories, and network equipment throughout the
university, as far as their expertise allows.

In addition to maintenance, the technical officers
play a crucial role in the procurement process. They
are involved in providing detailed specifications for
the purchase of new equipment and are responsible for
verifying that newly acquired items meet the required
specifications before authorising payments. This
ensures that all purchases are of the necessary quality
and fit for their intended purpose.

Staff Positions of the Computer Unit

Until 2003, the Computer Unit and the Department
of Computer Science were the only places in the
University where staff members with formal
qualifications in computing could be found. The
following table summarizes the staff positions within
the Computer Unit at that time:

Staff Position Number
System Analyst Cum Programmer 01
Programmer 01
Instructors (Temporary) 04

In addition to these staff members, the Computer Unit
is overseen by a Head, who manages the administrative
matters of the Unit. While the Head rarely participates
in the Unit’s formal academic programmes, the
dedication and tireless work of the staff members is
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crucial. Their commitment has been vital in meeting
the extensive needs of both staff and students across
various university departments.

In 2003, after a long period, new academic
supportive positions were established, and the
following staff were recruited:

Staff Position Number
Instructor in Computer Technology 03
Assistant Network Manager 01

Heads of the Computer Unit

In 2005, an additional four positions for Instructors in
Computer Technology were established and filled to
ensure the continued success of the Computer Literacy
program, which began in 2004 under the slogan
“Computer Literacy for All.” The fourteen contract-
based instructors have provided outstanding support
for this initiative.

Furthermore, a System Engineer position was
created in 2005 to support the maintenance of
computers and the network infrastructure, further
strengthening the Unit’s technical capabilities.

Heads of the Computer Unit

Period

Dr. S. Kanaganathan

Dec. 1984 - Oct. 1988

Overseen by Dean/Science

Oct. 1988 - Aug. 1989

Prof. R. Kumaravadivel

Aug. 1989 - Oct. 1990

Dr. (Miss) K. Somasundram

Nov.1990 - Oct.1995

Dr. S. Mahesan

06.10.1995 - 31.03.1997

Dr. S. Mahesan (Acting)

01.04.1997 - 31.08.1999

Overseen by Dean/Science

01.09.1999 - 08.11.2000

Dr. S. Mahesan (Acting)

09.11.2000 - 14.04.2003

Prof. K. Kandasamy

15.04.2003 - 04.09.2005

Dr. S. Mahesan (Acting)

05.09.2005 - 28.02.2008

Dr. S. Mahesan

01.03.2008 - 31.03.2015

Dr. E. Y. A. Charles

01.04.2015 - 30.06.2018

Dr. K. Thabotharan

01.07.2018 - 14.01.2021

Mr. K. Ananthakrishnan (Acting)

15.01.2021 - 14.02.2021

Mr. K. Ananthakrishnan

15.02.2021 - To date

Permanent Staff of the Computer Unit

Mr. K. Ananthakrishnan
Lecturer

BSc [Hons] (Jaftna),
MSc (Colombo)

Mrs. S. Aravinthan
Lecturer

BSc [Hons] (Jaffna),
MSc (Colombo)

Mr. S. Sivaraj

Instructor in Computer Technology, Gr. [
BSc [Hons] (Jaftna),

MSc (Peradeniya)

Al
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Mrs. P. Balendren
Lecturer

BSc [Hons] (Jaffna),
MSc (Colombo)

Mrs. V. Surendranathan
Lecturer

BSc [Hons] (Jaftna),
MSc (Peradeniya)

Mr. R. Sanjeevan
Instructor in Computer Technology, Gr. II
BSc [Hons] (Jaffna)
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Mr. S. Sivaskaran
System Engineer, Gr. |
BSc (Jaffna)

Mr. V. Aravinthan
Computer Programmer
BCS (Colombo)

Mr. M. Nadanathevan
Technical Officer

Mr. R. Sivakumar
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. S. Suthakaran
Laboratory Attendant

S

Retired Staff of the Computer Unit

Mrs. R. Mahesan
Programmer cum System Analyst, Gr I

BSc [Hons]| (Jaffna), MSc (Wales)

Mr. M. Kulanthaivel
Laboratory Attendant

Mr. K. Jeyendrean
Laboratory Attendant

Future Plan

One of the long-standing needs of the Computer
Unit is the establishment of more space. A proposal
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Mr. P. Kobikrishna
Assistant Network Manager, Gr [
BIT. (Colombo), MSc (Peradeniya)

Mr. A. Jeyakanth
Technical Officer

Mr. A. Kokulan
Technical Officer

Mr. K. Sathiyakumar

Laboratory Attendant

Mr. P. Jeyakaran
Works Aide

Appointed on 01 January 1986 as a Programmer cum System
Analyst, Gr I Continued her services until retirement on 31 July
2019.

Transferred to Computer Unit on 01.01.1999 and served until
retirement on 23.02.2019

Transferred to Computer Unit on 01.08.2019 and served until
retirement on 08.06.2023

for a three-floor building was submitted to build a
computer block in the area beyond the Library near
the southern boundary wall. This proposal is currently

awaiting approval from the treasury and the cabinet.
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Alumni contribution to the Faculty:
Paying back to the Faculty of Science

The Alumni and Alumni Associations of the Faculty
of Science have made notable contributions to the
faculty, enhancing various facilities in lecture halls and
laboratories, sponsoring students in need, encouraging
high achievers, beautifying the faculty premises, and
donating essential equipment for teaching and research.
Additionally, they sponsor personality development
programs for new entrants, through which students
engage in social action projects. These projects

are designed to sharpen interpersonal, problem-

solving, planning, organisational management,
and leadership skills, fostering an understanding of

cultural differences and promoting harmonious living.

Moreover, our Alumni have generously contributed
several million rupees to sustain the university’s mid-
day meal programme. The table below summarises
the donations received by the departments and the
Science Students’ Union, all of which were approved

by the council.

Donation
Item Descrition Amount | Academic Year
p (LKR) of Entry
Department of Computer Science (DCS)
Wall mounted Batch Photos of alumni
from 1991 t02021. Customised circuitry
. . . 190,000.00 2009/2010
design with QR code for the details of
each batch.
3D DCS logo in the lobby of the main
300,000.00 2010/2011
entrance
3D DCS logo fixed at the rooftop with
130,000.00 2011/2012
the water tank
3D name board of “Department of
. 195,000.00 2013/2014
Computer Science”
Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FOSAA), University of Jaffna -119-
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Keyboard-like backlit Key Holder 127,000.00 2014/2015
Wooden made PC Repairing Table 50,000.00 2014/2015
163,000.00
20 Nos. of CCTV security cameras, 125.000.00 igé;ggég
32-Channel NVR, 6TB HDD, IP 65 o
Boxes, and installation charges 80,000.00 20132014
’ s 30,950.00 2011/2012
Audio System for the Auditorium 329,500.00 1992/1993
Sofa Set (1+1+3) and Coffee Table for
118,687.50 2008/2009
Office
106,245.00 2001/2002
12 Nos. of Visitor Chairs
114,345.00 2008/2009
10 Nos. of high back chairs for 180,022.50 2003/2004
Seminar Room 77,152.50 2009/2010
6 Nos. of Visitor Chairs 117,045.00 2001/2002
Sandblast Stickers for glass door at
1996/1997
entrance and 29 Nos. of wooden doors 53,500.00
. 1997/1998
with glass
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2005/2006
Microwave Oven (20L) 30,890.00
2006/2007
2005/2006
Wooden Dining Table with Six Chairs 115,258.75
2006/2007
2005/2006
Wooden Table for Group Discussion 43,391.25 2006/2007
Two-tone Stone Seats (2+2+1+1) with 1996/1997
41,000.00
Table 1997/1998
Armless Stone Seats (3+3) with 1996/1997
52,000.00
Table x 2 sets 1997/1998
. 1996/1997
Stone Seats with Arm (2+2) 21,000.00
1997/1998
CS Think Park: Preparing the ground 1996/1997
. . . 173,250.00
and installing paving stones 1997/1998
Executive Table for the Head’s Room 240,000.00 1995/1996
Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FOSAA), University of Jaffna -121-
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-
- Noticeboard 55,000.00 2004/2005
2 Nos. of Steel fabricated cupboards
110,000.00 2004/2005
for IoT Laboratory
Lecterns for the Auditorium and 30,000.00 2004/2005
Laboratory 40,000.00 2001/2002
1996/1997
Head Table for the Auditorium 132,000.00
1997/1998
Shrine Cabinet 65,000.00 1995/1996
DCS logo printed Tea Cup & Saucer
61,740.00 2012/2013
and Crockery Sets
DCS logo printed 30 Nos. of B&B
29,700.00 2004/2005
Plates
Frames for Computer Science Student 30,000.00 2004/2005
Photographs 12,000.00 1996/1997
1997/1998
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Floor Rendering and Fixing Grill

397,698.40 1990/1991
Gates for the Study Hall
Floor Rendering for the Corridor next 9,750.00 2014/2015
to the Study Hall 6,250.00 1990/1991
Electrical Works (Lights, Power
. 150,000.00 1994/1995
Outlets, and wires) for the Study Hall
Industrial Stand Fan (26 inch) and a 41,350.00
. 1990/1991
4-gang Extension Cord 7,430.00
Switch and Network Cabling for the 100,000.00 1993/1994
Study Hall 100,000.00 2008/2009
2 Nos. of 6’ x4’ whiteboards for th
ols o. whiteboards for the 17,000.00 1996/1997
Auditorium 1997/1998
3 Small Wall Clocks and a large wall
10,900.00 2008/2009
clock for common places
Mammoty and Lawn Rake for the
3,600.00 2014/2015
Park
Rubber Mats 11,200.00 2001/2002
Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FOSAA), University of Jaffna -123-
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Honours degree students.

3.30. In case of a tie, the final OGPA
up to the end of third year shall be
considered.

2005/2006
Mesh-type Floor Mats 8,550.00 2006/2007
6,000.00 2009/2010
Fl?(lng ﬁye alqmmum glass w.mdows Mr. R. Ravimohan
with grills, internal plastering of .
walls, fixing the ceiling, painting the (Former Assistant
’ '8 cerms, p g 4,617,783.55 Lecturer for the
walls, and installing lights and ceiling , o .
. DCS’s Pioneering
fans for Study Hall Areas 1 and 2 (in
Batch)
progress).
Dr. Gita
Sathianathan
5TB HDD Seagate One Touch External Hard disk 40,000.00 (Former Teaching
Asst. Professor,
Pennsylvania State
University)
Dr. Sinnathamby Mahesan Prize for the | por a top-performing student in the
Best Researcher Award in Computer | i dividual research proi :
; project during the
Science Bachelor of Science Honours Degree 200,000.00 1994/1995
Examination in Computer Science.
Dr. Sinnathamby Mahesan Prize for For a student with the best overall per-
the Best Overall Performance in BSc | fyrmance in the Bachelor of Science
Hons in Computer Science ) )
Honours degree in Computer Science, | 200,000.00 2010/2011
based on his/her performance in Aca-
demic, Sports, and Other activities.
Department of Chemistry
For Best Performance in Physical Sci- Former students of
Professor S. Mageswaran Gold Medal, | ence in the General Degree Examina- | 201,000.00 Late Professor S
Founded in year 2001 tion with at least a Second-Class (Up- (in 2001) '
. Mageswaran
per Division).
For Best Performance in Biological Former students of
Professor S. Mageswaran Gold Medal | Science in the General Degree Exam- | 201,000.00 the Late Professor
Founded in year 2001 ination with at least a Second Class (in 2001)
C S. Mageswaran
(Upper Division)
For Best Performance in the fourth
year Advanced Organic Chemistry
units (Theory and Practical) in the
Professor S. Mageswaran Gold Medal, | Honours Degree Examination in Sci- F d
Founded in year 2001 ence, with a minimum Grade Point ormer students
’ . 201,000.00 of the Late Prof.
Average (GPA) of 3.30 in all the (in 2001) Sivapathasundaram
fourth year Advanced Organic Chem- n l\l/ia eswaran
istry units (Theory and Practical) and &
obtaining at least a Second Class (Up-
per Division) in the Honours Degree
Examination.
This scholarship is awarded to the stu-
dent for the best performance in Level A group of former
Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran | 3M Chemistry courses, based on the students of Late
Scholarship for the best performance | GPA of the courses aggregating to 30 | 3,665.000.00 Professor Rajes-
in Chemistry in Level 3M among the | credits. The minimum GPA shall be (in 2023) wary Mageswaran

deposited USD
1250.00
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Established bursaries to needy Applied

A group of former

(Upper Division) (based on points

scheme)

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran Fund Science (Chemistry) undergraduate | 3,265.000.00 |students of Late
-2022 students at the University of Jaffna (in 2023) Professor Rajes-
wary Mageswaran
Department of Mathematics & Statistics
A community of
past students, for-
Professor Balan Selliah Memorial Bur- | Needy student(s) studying Statistics as |  896,095.00 | mer colleagues, and
sary a main subject. (in2020) | well-wishers of late
Professor Balan
Selliah
Building material to renovate the lob- Mrs.R.Shanthy
by area (55 m?) at the entrance of the 604,319
DMS 1984/1985
' | i? == “‘h s Installation of curtain in four lecture Mr.A.Ganamohan
I I|i Ty W
I'M}m it =1 B | halls (1M, 2M, 3M & 4M), office and | 656,000 | 15" Batch
‘-M o lobby area. (1988/89)
Sofa set (3+1+1) and Coffee table for Mr.R.Jeyamayuran
85,000
the lobby area of the department. 25% Batch
Dept. of Physics
. . Mr.A.Ganamohan
Installation of curtain in all general 400,000 15" Batch
degree laboratories (1988/39)
Prof. K. Kunaratnam Scholarship in Former students of
Science. Founded in year 2003 To the needy students 240,00000 1 p o % Kunarat-
(in 2004) nam
Professor Kanthia Kunaratnam Schol- | For the best student selected to read 50,000.00 Mr. R. Jeyaruban, 2
. ) : ) student of Prof. K.
arship. Founded in year 2002 for an Honours Degree in Physics. (2002) Kunaratnam
For honours students graduating from
Professor K. Kunaratnam Gold Medal the Faculties of Agriculture, Science
"1 and Applied Sci Eneineeri Former students of
founded in 2003 students. an. PP .1e clence of ENEMEcting | 300,000.00 Prof. K. Kunarat-
with a First Class or Second Class (2003)

nam

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Common facilities & Sponsoring personality development programme

8 TT board with bats, carrom and chess 1982/83
board 330,000
oards Physical Science
Personality Development
through Social Action 'ect
Jaffna University
New Entrants enrolled in the academ- 400.000 Graduate Asso-
ic year 2021/2022 ’ ciation (JUGA),
Australia
Innovative Mind: Ward renovation in
child ward: Chavakacheri

More detail about the donation can be found from the following sites:

https://www.csc.jfn.ac.lk/index.php/donation-for-the-new-building/
https://sci.jfn.ac.lk/alumni/category/alumni-news/

1.2 List of proposed projects

Punniamoorthy Ravirajan, Dean/Faculty of Science

Estimated cost
Items/Works/Activities (inculding proposed sketch)
million(LKR) USD
Extending the building of the Department of Fisheries
40.0 116,667
Renovating the Optics laboratory (Dark) rooms, Dept. of Physics 1.6 5,333
Renovating the gas plant, Dept. of Chemistry
1.5 5,000
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Renovating the Optics laboratory (Dark) rooms, Dept. of Chemistry 0.5 1,667
Widening the main road of the faculty (150 m?)

1.5 5,000
Renovating large lecture halls (CHL, P1, B1) 1.5 5,000
Renovating students’ park in front of the Mathematics block

1.0 3,333
Constructing vehicle park for the staff and students (300 m?, floor only)

2.5 8,333
Renovating and partitioning the existing building above the office of the Dean/

. 3.0 10,000
Science for Board room / lecture hall.
Renovating the Biological Garden, Dept. of Botany and its surrounding
¥ OTER aE, rw L BPHTY -
. 3 e = =
[} —
1.0 3,333
-127-




Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

Interlock paving close to the Chemistry building
1.0 3,333
0.2 667
Installing a large digital display for disseminating the activities of the staff,
students and alumni
0.8 2,667
Enhancing the outlook of the entrance of the Dept. of Chemistry.
Building material to renovate the lobby area at the entrance of the 2.0 6,667
Dept. of Chemistry
Enhancing the outlook of the Department of Botany Building
material to renovate the lobby area at the entrance of the 1.0 3,333
Department of Botany
Enhancing the outlook of the Department of Zoology Building
material to renovate the lobby area at the entrance of the 1.0 3,333
Department of Zoology
Enhancing the outlook of the Department of Physics Building
material to renovate the lobby area at the entrance of the 1.0 3,333
Department of Physics
Enhancing the outlook of the entrance to the Department of
. 1.0 3,333
Physics
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Installation of solar panels on the roof of the departments’ building (Stage 1)

50.0 166,667

Proposed future outlook of the Faculty: https://youtu.be/yEWNN_ wnW1g

Draft video file was created by Mr. Nuwan Karunathilaka, Alumnus of the faculty

Alumni and Alumni Associations interested in supporting proposed projects are warmly encouraged to reach out

to the Dean of the Faculty of Science at deanscience@univ.jfn.ac.lk or the Faculty of Science Alumni Association

at fosaa@univ.jfn.ac.lk. Please note that all donations will be processed by the Faculty following approval by

the University Council.

1.3 Professor Mageswaran Fund (PMF) for Establishment of Chemistry Instrument Facility

Dr. Gita Sathianathan

The Professor Mageswaran Fund (PMF) was
established in her memory on April 20, 2022, to offer
the gift of Education, as she did to others. The fund
has established five recurring annual Bursaries, a Gold
Medal in Chemistry for Best Performance in Inorganic
Chemistry in the Final year, and a Scholarship for Best
Overall Performance in the third year in Professor
Mrs. Rajeswary Mageswaran’s name. We thank those
who donated generously to the Fund. The Professor
Mageswaran Fund has established a Chemistry
Instrument Facility in the Mageswaran Block with
approval from the University Faculty Senate and the

Finance Committee in 2023.

https://3a51ce0f-548b-4824-b16a-
1db61b121dba.filesusr.com/ugd/e25e55
e26a9a3763ac481ea4f6221c9c6{f06¢c.pdf

How can you help the Professor Mageswaran
Fund?

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

BSc Hons (Chemistry) Ceylon, PhD (Sheffield, UK), DSc (Jaffna)
Former Head of Department of Chemistry, University of Jaftha

Former Rector at Vavuniya Campus, University of Jaffna.

Creating a Chemistry Instrumentation Facility
in Prof. (Mrs.) R. Maheswaran’s name to honour
and remember her life and works is one of the best
ways to show our appreciation for her life. The
Faculty of Science is in dire need of a well-equipped
Instrument Facility to train students in analytical
and laboratory skills required for basic employment
in today’s competitive and tech-savvy world. The
Professor Mageswaran Fund has worked closely
with the Department of Chemistry to obtain from
approval of the council with recommendation of
the Faculty Board and Finance committee set up an
Instrument Facility within the Chemistry Department.
This facility would be significant to train all science
faculty students, including biological and physical
sciences streams, from first year to final year in
the use of Analytical instruments. We need funds

to meet the set-up cost for renovating the space
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and to make it secure and accessible to students.
Please see the grant proposal, https://3a51ce0f-
548b-4824-bl16a-1db61b121dba.filesusr.com/ugd/
e25e55 83e4112ce6384a34abe6d102a027af04.pdf

Please donate funds and refurbished machines for
student use from your workplaces such as GC, HPLC,
LC, GCMS, Instruments for Biology and Physics Labs
to make our graduates among the top in the nation for
job securement, as well as for gaining scholarships

and admission for higher studies.

We acknowledge our gratitude for Analytical
Instruments such as UV-Visible spectrometer, Infra-
red spectrometer, nanodrop, etc from Mr. N Baskaran
(UK) and Dr. Shanthi Mylvaganam (Canada) and
hope to receive or purchase more in the future. We
wish to thank Mr. Rajagopalan (brother of Prof. Mrs.

Mageswaran) for his monetary support.

Dr. Gita Sathianathan, Former Teaching Assistant
Professor at the Pennsylvania State University, PA, USA and
retired as a Lecturer from the California State University,

Fullerton, California.

A Tribute to Late Emeritus Professor Rajeswary

Mageswaran

The First Batch of Chemistry Students at the
University of Jaffna

R. Thangarasa, K. Nalayini; J. Shanthini;
N. Sivapalan; E. Jeyarajah

Tribute from https://profrajeswarymages.wixsite.
com/professor-mageswaran

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran was
our teacher, mentor, and friend at the University of
Jaffna. We joined University of Jaffna in 1975 and
were privileged to be the first batch of Chemistry and
Chemistry Special students. We loved the University
of Jaffna as something of our own and were hungry
for knowledge. We suffered the worst of the brutal
effects of standardization and district quota. We
wanted to prove to ourselves and to the world that

language-wise standardization and quotas are not
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going to limit us in our achievements. At that time the
Late Professor S. Mageswaran was the only person
with a doctorate qualification in the Department of
Chemistry. Unfortunately, Professor S Mageswaran
had to manage the department with only a handful of
junior staff, and we were told that another doctorate
is coming next year, and that person is a woman and
also that she is the wife of our beloved Professor S.
Mageswaran. We were thrilled by that news and waited
patiently for her arrival. We were instantly elated
when she assumed her role inside the classrooms
and the laboratories. She along with her late husband
Prof. S. Mageswaran were the iconic couple kindling
scientific curiosity and scholarship among the crop
of science students at the University of Jaffna for
decades. Although Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran
had her higher studies in Inorganic Chemistry she
taught us from the entire spectrum of Inorganic
Chemistry and Physical Chemistry. She taught topics
as wide as from Chemistry of Main Group Elements
to Bio inorganic Chemistry, from Atomic and
Molecular Structure to Applications of Group Theory
and Diffraction Methods and from Coordination
Chemistry to Advanced Spectroscopic Methods. She
gave special attention to supplement theoretical topics
with appropriately designed experimental learning
in the laboratory. While teaching a class there were
occasions where she would probe us with questions
to test our understanding. If she sensed that we didn’t
quite get it, she will tirelessly repeat the whole lesson
until we get the concepts right. She was always
approachable, kind, and friendly. Along with her
husband, she worked untiringly to build the Chemistry
department at University of Jaffna and to establish the
highest possible academic standards. The Chemistry
Department of the University of Jaffna is widely
respected for its quality of teaching and assessment
because of the foundations laid by Professors S and
R Mageswaran. She carried out pioneering research
in the fields that are vital to the North. Her research
involved topics such as the analysis of ground water
quality in the North, analysis of palmyrah products
and analysis of sea food that are specific to the North,

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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among others. She also supervised many students in
their postgraduate research. When she retired in the
year 2010, a Gold Medal for the best performance
in Inorganic Chemistry was established with the
initiative of one of us and with the contribution of
her past students and well-wishers. The gold medal
will be awarded annually and will remain as a lasting
tribute to her legacy. Her students are spread across
the world contributing to humanity in the science
and medical fields. Interacting with her past students
had been a fulfilling experience for her. Though we
have lost her so suddenly, we strive to celebrate her
beautiful life in service, remembering the impact she
made in the lives of countless students including us.
We offer our heartfelt sympathies to the family of
Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran and carry forward
her memory with deep gratitude. May her soul rest
with God in eternity!

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran: A Life of
Dedication and Sacrifice

Dr. Gita Sathianathan

Tribute from https://profrajeswarymages.wixsite.
com/professor-mageswaran

We were privileged to receive direct mentorship from
Professor R and Mrs. S Mageswaran, from whom
we learned the values of dedication and service.
The knowledge and commitment imparted to us by
Prof. and Mrs. Mageswaran are deeply appreciated.
Both individuals, highly intelligent and industrious,
dedicated their lives to the sole welfare of their
students. The Chemistry department building stands
as a testament to their unwavering support and serves
as a model for other Science buildings at the Faculty
of Science.

Mrs. Mageswaran, a quiet, extremely intelligent,
and passionate researcher, remained faithful and
dedicated to her students and staff at the University
until the conclusion of her career. Both Prof. and
Mrs. Mageswaran consistently commenced work
by 7 am and departed after 6 pm, diligently serving
students and upholding an exceptional standard of

Chemistry education, recognized globally. Even on

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

Saturdays, Professors Mageswaran tirelessly engaged
in research, teaching, ensuring timely procurement
of chemicals and lab equipment, coordinating staff
meeting schedules, overseeing activities, mentoring
new lecturers and demonstrators, guiding students
in applications to foreign Universities, facilitating
PhD opportunities abroad, providing counseling,
coordinating curricula with other departments, hiring
and training faculty and staff, establishing a robust
research program for undergraduate and postgraduate
students, organizing seminars, and fulfilling numerous

other duties daily.

Had they departed the University during the war,
the entire careers of Chemistry Honours students
would have been jeopardized, potentially impeding
the attainment of PhD degrees and professional
advancement. Following the completion of
our Chemistry Honours degree, Professor Mrs.
Mageswaran fostered a relationship akin to that of a
friend and ally, engaging in personal conversations,

sharing laughter, and spending time in the staff room.

Mrs. Mageswaran discussed her research at the
University of Dublin, Ireland, encompassing physical
organic chemistry and inorganic chemistry, thus
sparking an interest in pure research and influencing
my subsequent pursuit of Crystal Field Theory at
California State University, Riverside, CA, USA.
This pursuit transitioned to Organic Chemistry due
to professional prospects.

Even amidst war, the stringent academic standards
upheld by the department provided us with a rigorous
and comprehensive educational experience, facilitating
adeptness in entrance exams and courses abroad. The
principles and fundamental knowledge imparted
by Professors S. and R. Mageswaran endure in our
minds. We acquired a profound and comprehensive
knowledge base, enabling the exploration of analytic
methods, rational thinking, and scientific logic that

have guided our ongoing research.

The mode of inquiry-based learning we imbibed has
significantly influenced my teaching and curriculum
development over the past 25 years in the USA. When

instructing University students here, I often reflect
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upon their commitment and dedication, as I strive to
match their levels of engagement, often extending
beyond the customary hours. When confronted with
challenges, I draw inspiration from their extraordinary
sacrifice and unwavering dedication amidst the
adversities of war. In comparison, my own challenges
seem trifling, spurring me to surmount obstacles and
perpetuate the bestowal of education, mirroring their

selfless contribution to our academic development.

We are profoundly grateful to have been witness to
a life characterized by such unwavering dedication,

intellect, and sacrifice

“Two things are infinite: the universe and human stupidity, and I’'m not
sure about the universe.” - Albert Einstein (1879-1955)
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The organizers of Professor Mageswaran Fund thank

you for your Donation and Support!

Dr. Gita Sathianathan, California State
University, Fullerton, CA

Mrs. Janaki Nicholas, Nonsuch High School
in Surrey, UK

Mr. Nagendran Baskaran, Zeta Analytics
Business in UK

Mr. S. Rajagobalan, Findergroup, London,
UK.

Dr. N. Sivapalan (fomer member), Department

of Chemistry, University of Jaffna.

“A man who dares to waste one hour of time has not discovered the
value of life.” - Charles Darwin (1809-1882)

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Biographies of Distinguished Personalities
Honouring Our Legacy: In Loving Memory

Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy Prof. Kanthia Kunaratnam Prof. V. K. Ganesalingam

Prof. Sivapathasundaram Mageswaran Prof. Rajeswary Mageswaran

Mrs. Navamany Selvarajah Rev. Fr. Dr. Guy Fontgalland Rajendram
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Dr. Karthigesu Chitravadivelu Prof. RatnamVigneswaran

Dr. Padmini Krishnarajah Dr. Arumaithurai Sivapalan

Prof Jacob Balan Selliah Prof Somasunderam Kandiah
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Professor P. Kanagasabapathy :
The founding Dean of the Faculty of Science

Professor Kanagasabapathy’s legacy is indelibly
intertwined with the history ofthe University of Jaffna.
When the Jaffna Campus of the University of Sri
Lanka was declared open, he assumed the role of Dean
of'the Science Faculty and Professor of Mathematics,
awidely acclaimed appointment.

Under Professor Kanagasabapathy’s guidance,
the Science Faculty flourished like a sturdy tree,
sprouting numerous branches over the past fifty years.
His unwavering dedication played a pivotal role in its
initial success and subsequent growth.

He established the Department of Mathematics
and Statistics, assembling a capable team of young
lecturers. Leveraging his influence, he invited eminent
personalities to deliver lectures at the Jaffna Campus,
including luminaries like

*  Dr.(Mrs). U. Coomaraswamy -from Colombo
Campus

*  Dr. .M. Wilson -from Colombo Campus

* Dr. Gamini Seneviratne -from Peradeniya
Campus

e Dr. Manikka Idaikar -from F.A.O/World Bank

Despite his unassuming demeanour, Professor
Kanagasabapathy radiated wisdom, confidence, and
courage—a testament to his selflessness and integrity.
His influence motivated many generations of students
to achieve greater heights and empowered them to
carry forward his legacy of serving humanity.

Tragically, Professor Kanagasabapathy passed
away suddenly from a heart attack on January 23,
1977. His departure left a void, and uncertainty loomed
over who would lead the Faculty of Science in his
wake. The next dean, Professor Kunaratnam, humbly
stated, “I am not here to replace him; I am here to
follow in his footsteps.” This statement aptly reflects
the immense respect Professor Kanagasabapathy
commanded among the members of the faculty.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

Background of Education and Academic
Accomplishments

Kanagasabapathy was born in the village of
Erlalai on July 1, 1922, to Mr. and Mrs. Iyampillai
Perampalam. His father was a renowned practitioner
ofnative medicine. Young Kanagasabapathy attended
Jaffna Hindu College and later was selected to study
Science at the University College, Colombo. His
exceptional performance in his bachelor’s degree in
science led to his appointment as an assistant lecturer
in Mathematics in the Science Faculty.

During this period, he collaborated with some
exceptional individuals as a fellow lecturer and
mentored many creative minds in his role as a lecturer.
Eliezer, who later gained international recognition
as a professor of mathematics, also worked as an
assistant lecturer alongside Mr. Kanagasabapathy.
Notably, one of Kanagasabapathy’s students, S. B.
P. Wickramasuriya, went on to become the Professor
of Mathematics and Dean of the Faculty of Science
later at the Vidyalankara Campus of the University
of Sri Lanka.

Afterafew years, Kanagasabapathy advanced to the
position of senior lecturer and received a scholarship
to study Mathematics at the University of Cambridge.
He complied with the requirement of the university
and first completed his undergraduate Mathematics
degree with first-class honours and was awarded the
Senior Wrangler prize for the Mathematical Tripos
Examination. Continuing his academic journey, he
earned a master’s degree in mathematics.

During his pursuit of a doctoral research degree,
organizational changes occurred within Ceylon’s
university structure under the Vice-Chancellorship
of Sir Ivor Jennings. Kanagasabapathy was recalled
to Ceylon and entrusted with the leadership of the
mathematics department at the newly established
Peradeniya Campus. This appointment reflected the
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university’s confidence in his capacity and sincerity
though he was relatively young in the department.
Despite potential sacrifices to his future career
prospects, he embraced the role wholeheartedly. Under
his guidance, the Department of Mathematics thrived,
producing a lineage of accomplished mathematicians.
In 1968, he was appointed as the Professor of
Mathematics at the Peradeniya Campus.

Career Path and Professional Achievements

Peradeniya Campus: Upon returning to Ceylon in
1952, Kanagasabapathy assumed the role of head of the
Department of Mathematics at the newly established
Peradeniya Campus. With unwavering sincerity
and dedication, he single-handedly built up the
department, providing it with a robust, well-planned
curriculum for undergraduate Mathematics courses.
His visionary approach extended to postgraduate and
master’s level programs, which he successfully ran
alongside the regular undergraduate courses for fifteen
continuous years.

These remarkable achievements and unique
experiences prepared him exceedingly well for a
similar role at the newly formed Jaffna Campus,
twenty-one years down the line. During his tenure as a
senior lecturer, department head, and professor, he also
actively engaged himselfin non-educational activities
to enhance student welfare. Notably, he played a
pivotal role in constructing the beautiful Kurinchi
Kumaran Temple—a cherished religious shrine for
Hindu students at the University of Peradeniya.

Professor Kanagasabapathy also contributed to
foreign university research magazines, particularly in
his favourite field of Number Theory. When he passed
away in 1977, Professor Appapillai praised the quality
of his research articles in a heartfelt eulogy.

Jaffna Campus: On October 1, 1974, Professor P.
Kanagasabapathy was appointed as the Inaugural Dean
of the Faculty of Science at the Jaffna Campus, the
sixth campus established under the University of Sri
Lanka. Wholeheartedly accepting this pioneering role,
he faced challenges similar to those he encountered
two decades earlier. Opting to offer Statistics as a
major subject rather than a mere unit of Mathematics,
he faced the issues such as inadequate library facilities
and underfunding with courage. The distinguished
professor’s appeal to the grants committee through the
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senate for additional funding was successful, thanks
to his influential voice. To deal with the problem of
staff shortages, he personally taught several modules,
greatly benefiting the fortunate students of the first
two batches.

Professor Kanagasabapathy’s influence extended
beyond the classroom. Leveraging personal
connections, he invited many eminent personalities
from other campuses and world class institutions
to handle special units. Under his guidance, the
Department of Mathematics and Statistics achieved a
unique status across all six campuses of the University
of Sri Lanka. His wisdom, patience, and legendary
reputation endeared him to both academic and
administrative staff of the university. On top of
this, invitations from schools, colleges, and other
institutions to grace their functions as the chief guest
further underscored his esteemed standing, he enjoyed
among all walks of life.

Service to the Local Community:

In addition to teaching university students, he
organized diploma programs in Mathematics for
external students. On Saturdays, he conducted
Mathematics classes for teachers in Northern Province
schools, helping them update and enhance their
knowledge of the New Mathematics curriculum
introduced in the country at that time.

Promoting Harmony Among Communities:

The non-political magazine “Ootru,” published
in Jaffna chiefly for the educated community, had
been advocating for knowledge and understanding
as tools for resolving economic and political issues
in the country. In December 1973, Professor P.
Kanagasabapathy was elected as the president of
the Ootru Foundation and served in this position
with distinction until his untimely demise. He was
fully committed to using knowledge and goodwill to
benefit humanity, rather than resorting to conflicts and
violence. His articles in the magazine covered topics
ranging from educational system improvements to
addressing water pollution in Jaffna peninsula. During
his three-year tenure as president of the foundation,
the quality of the magazine significantly improved
under his leadership.

Legacy of Professor Kanagasabapathy:
Upon his passing away, both students and staff
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felt as though they had lost the father figure of their
academic family. Condolences poured in from
universities, government departments, and foreign
countries, overwhelming the telegram services of
post offices in Thirunelveli and Erlalai. This sombre
moment marked a dark hour in the history of Jaffna
Campus. Grief permeated the atmosphere, etched on
the faces of the thousands who gathered to bid him
a final farewell. To the amazement of the villagers,
mourners from all corners of the country flooded the

remote village of Erlalai.

Professor Kanagasabapathy’s legacy was awe-
inspiring. He excelled as a brilliant mathematician, a
dedicated teacher and professor, a humanitarian, and
a person of noble ideals. Almost single-handedly,
he established and elevated two Departments of
Mathematics in Peradeniya Campus and Jaffna
Campus to prestigious positions. Until his last breath,
he tirelessly strived towards improving the quality
of university education and promoting science
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education in Sri Lanka. Under his seasoned guidance,
many students achieved distinctions in their chosen
careers. The Science Faculty at the University of
Jaffna stands as a silent monument to witness the
greatness of Professor Kanagasabapathy—one of the
Founding Trios of the university. His name continues
to inspire the fortunate students who had the privilege
of studying under him - one of the greatest teachers
of all times.

Salutations to the Founding Father:

Reflecting on Professor Kanagasabapathy’s
magnificent legacy is both a privilege and an honour.
His enduring impact will serve as a guiding star for
generations to come. In many ways, his name remains
synonymous with the University of Jaffna for those
familiar with its history since its inception. The
foundation he laid for the Faculty of Science—through
dedicated service, versatile skills, vast knowledge,
unwavering motivation, and wisdom, stands as a
lasting monument in the loving memory of Professor
P. Kanagasabapathy.

Mr. Kathirithamby Sivanandan (1st batch),
Former Senior Lecturer at West London College and
Kensington College of Business, UK
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Emeritus Professor Kanthia Kunaratnam:
% A brilliant academic, an outstanding Scientist and an exceptional Administrator

Professor Kanthia Kunaratnam, one of the Pioneers
of this University, dedicated more than four decades
of service across three universities in Sri Lanka. At the
University of Jaffna, he played pivotal roles, serving
as the founding Head of the Departments of Physics
and Computer Science, Dean of the Faculty of Science,
and Vice-Chancellor of the University.

Background of Education and Academic
Accomplishments

He was born in the village of Erlalai on 20 April
1934 as the youngest child in a family of six children
and had his school education at Union College,
Tellippalai. He used to come first in the class on most
occasions and won class prizes in many subjects and
some school prizes like best student in Mathematics
and Science and prize for Art. He entered the Faculty
of Science, University of Ceylon in June 1954 based
on the combined University Entrance and Higher
School Certificate (HSC) Examination conducted
by the Government and the University of Ceylon in
December 1953. He was one of the two best candidates
in the country who obtained a First Division pass with
distinctions in Pure and Applied Mathematics in that
Examination.

Mr. Kunaratnam was selected to pursue both
special courses in Physics and Mathematics based on
his excellent performance in his first-year examination
but he opted to follow a specialisation in Physics,
with Pure Mathematics as subsidiary subject. He
was blessed to learn Physics and Mathematics
under eminent senior academics like Professors
Mailvaganam, Appapillai, and George Dissanayake.
He also pursued a course of lectures in ‘Mathematical
Methods for Scientists and Engineers’ which was
outside his curriculum and was attended by some
Engineering students including late Professor
A.Thurairajah. The course on electromagnetic theory
and mathematical methods which was delivered by an
American Visiting Lecturer Dr. Leo Baggerly proved
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to be of immense value to him during his postgraduate
studies at Imperial College, University of London.
After being a brilliant undergraduate, Mr. Kunaratnam
graduated with a First Class Honours in Physics in
1958 winning Dr. Hewavitharne Memorial Prize for
Physics.

While serving as Assistant Lecturer in Physics,
Mr. Kunaratnam’s superiors at the University of
Ceylon advised him to pursue his postgraduate
training at the Imperial College, University of
London as the Department of Physics, University
of Ceylon had established collaboration with Nobel
Laureate, Professor Blackett at the Imperial College
London. Mr. Kunaratnam proceeded to London
on 12 September 1960 from Colombo harbour for
pursuing his postgraduate research programme at
the Department of Geophysics, Imperial College,
University of London under Professor J. M. Bruckshaw
and Professor R. G. Mason who discovered the linear
pattern of magnetic anomalies in the Northeast Pacific.
Mr. Kunaratnam reached there after two weeks of
ship journey and commenced his studies in October
1960. Within three months at Imperial College, he was
successful in writing his first computer program for
power spectral analysis in a combined machine and
auto code language for the Ferranti Mercury computer
after reading books on computer programming and
numerical methods for computers. His supervisors
were delighted by his speedy and accurate work. In all
possible cases, he obtained satisfactory solutions in a
matter of seconds and his supervisor told him once that
he took several days to obtain one solution by trial. It
should be noted that the storage capacity and speed of
the computers at that time were two or three orders of
magnitude lower than the same of modern computers.
High level languages were not fully developed and
computers of different makes used different machine
languages or auto codes.
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In 1963, Kunaratnam was awarded a PhD from
the University of London as well as the DIC from
Imperial College. His PhD thesis projected him as
an outstanding Geoscientist in the world as it formed
the starting point for a number of other researchers
including Professor Fred Vine who was one of the
authors of the groundbreaking paper in Nature and
his hypothesis is one of the main pillars of Plate
Tectonics, a global theory of the Earth. In fact, Dr.
Kunaratnam gave his draft copy of the thesis to Fred
Vine who was at University of Cambridge as a PhD
student in 1962. The eminent Professor Fred Vine
always praised Dr. Kunaratnam’s work and never
failed to mention the importance of Dr. Kunaratnam’s
computer programs for his groundbreaking paper.
He had been referred to by Professor Fred Vine as a
‘really brilliant Mathematician’ instead of Physicist.
Many of his research articles on the interpretation of
magnetic anomalies and on spatial and time variations
of geometric fields have appeared in international
journals. One of his papers is still used in teaching
and research by some institutions and referred to as
Bruckshaw-Kunaratnam characteristic curves.

Career Path and Professional Achievements

Soon after obtaining his Bachelors Honours
degree, Mr. Kunaratnam was appointed as an Assistant
Lecturer in Physics at the University of Ceylonin 1958.
On his return to Ceylon in 1964 as a PhD holder, Dr.
Kunaratnam was posted to the University of Ceylon,
Peradeniya where he served as a Senior Lecturer for
five years. Then he got transferred to the University of
Ceylon, Colombo in 1969 where he served until March
1975. In April 1975, Dr. Kunaratnam was appointed
as the first Professor and Head of the Department of
Physics in the newly established Jaffna Campus of
the University of Sri Lanka and was entrusted with
the task of organising and developing the Department
of Physics, University of Jaffna. He was one of the
pioneer academics of this University. He worked
with vigour and organised the department well. He
established a well-equipped mechanical workshop in
the department which catered the needs of the entire
university.

Professor Kunaratnam served as the Dean of the
Faculty of Science from January 1977 to May 1978
and January 1984 to November 1988. Under his
guidance the Faculty developed rapidly.
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Based on confidence in Professor Kunaratnam’s
administrative capability and his track record in
academics and research, as well as the recommendation
of the Council, Her Excellency, the then President,
appointed him as the Vice Chancellor of the University
for three years starting in April 1994. He served as Vice
Chancellor during a critical period in the University’s
history, marked by the unrest and political instability
in the region.

Contribution to Science Education

Professor Kunaratnam has always been admired
by his students as a good and dedicated teacher. I am
proud to have been one of his students. He was sincere
and methodical in whatever he taught. These qualities
had an impact on his students. For more than four
decades, Professor Kunaratnam trained hundreds of
Physics graduates, many of whom are holding high
positions in Universities, Research Institutions and
Government Departments in Sri Lanka and abroad.

During his first term as Dean of the Faculty of
Science, he resigned the post after 17 months merely
to contribute for introducing the specialisation in
Physics for undergraduates offering Physics as their
core subject. As a person well-trained in the use of
computers for analysing geomagnetic data, Professor
Kunaratnam showed a keen interest in developing
computing in this University and served as founder
Head of the Department of Computer Science.

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of
Knowledge

While he was serving as Assistant Lecturer
in Physics, he interacted with a team from the
Canadian Geophysical Survey which carried out an
aeromagnetic survey of Sri Lanka in 1958. He was
successful in interpreting their data and impressed
the team headed by Dr Hood as well as his senior
colleagues, Professors Appapillai and Mailvaganam.
Later he became interested in time variations of the
earth’s magnetic field. Soon after, he made continuous
records of the variations of the horizontal component
of the earth’s magnetic field in Colombo using an
electromechanical calculator and jointly presented two
papers, one in 1959 and the other in 1960 at the annual
sessions of the Ceylon Association for Advancement
of Science. The papers were concerned with the
solar, lunar and seasonal effects on the magnetic field

141-



Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

variations. This was his first exposure to research in
Sri Lanka.

One year after he left Imperial College with a PhD
degree, one of his supervisors Professor Mason wrote
to him as follows: ‘In any case your work ought to be
published. We have had several enquiries about your
programs and it is a pity for them to be made use of
without you receiving the proper credit’ while the other
supervisor Prof Bruckshaw too wrote him as follows:
‘I think it would be excellent if you were to write up
some more of your PhD work for publication. There
is no doubt that the use of computers is increasing in
this sort of work and there is no harm in indicating that
you and this department did some of the early work’.

Professor Kunaratnam visited various prestigious
universities / research institutions in the UK, Italy,
Malaysia, India, Pakistan, Yugoslavia and USA by
wining prestigious awards and fellowships such
as Commonwealth Universities Academic Staff
Fellowship, UK, Associateship of the ICTP, Italy
and the Developing Country Fellowship of the Royal
Society of London, UK for collaborative research/
presenting papers.

Professor Kunaratnam also took keen interest in
encouraging local research. He carried out extensive
research in alternate energy resources. During his
retirement period, the department managed to establish
a well-equipped best solar cell research laboratory in
the country by winning research grants worth of
30 million rupees from National and International
funding agencies.

Contribution to Development of Department /
Faculty/University/Country

Soon after the submission of his doctorate thesis,
he had been asked by one of his supervisors, Professor
Mason, whether he had to really go back to Ceylon and
told that they would be glad to keep him at Imperial
College as long as he liked. But he replied to his
supervisor that he wanted to serve the country and
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would like to return to Ceylon as early as possible.
The outstanding scientist later sacrificed his research
career as he had always contributed to the development
of new departments or departments that were grossly
understaffed. There was neither time nor facilities to
carry out research or write papers.

He was an active member of the Campus Board,
the Senate and the Council for several years from the
inception of the University and was also a member of
several sub committees of these bodies. He was also
amember of the Standing Committee of the UGC on
Physical Science (1983-93) and on University Staff
Service (1985-93). Professor Kunaratnam also served
as a member in several national committees.

In October 1995, when there was a mass exodus
of the entire population of Jaffna and people were
trekking their way to Vadamaradchi, Thenmaradchi
and Vanni as refugees, Professor Kunaratnam acted
swiftly in his capacity as the Vice Chancellor to
safeguard the interests and welfare of the staff and
students of the University. He toiled hard and ensured
that the University remained functioning and that all
the staff members in the University were paid their
salary on time every month. Although the situation
was tense and not conducive for academic activities,
Professor Kunaratnam, having understood the
desperate plight of the final year students who were
displaced at the time when they were about to sit their
final examinations, made arrangements to conduct
the final examinations in Arts, Science and Medicine
at Chavakachcheri, Kilinochchi and Vavuniya to
enable the final year students to complete their degree
programmes without further delay.

There are events in every life that test one’s courage,
commitment and resolve. Professor Kunaratnam rose
to his challenge with exemplary dignity and strength
during the good and bad times. His integrity as an
academic leader and his relentless drive set a standard
that should be an example to all of us.

Professor Punniamoorthy Ravirajan
Dean of the Faculty of Science and
Senior Professor of Physics, University of Jaffna
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Professor V.K. Ganesalingam:
An Academic Icon

Background of Education and Academic
Accomplishments

Professor V.K. Ganesalingam was a distinguished
scholar who began his academic journey with a
BSc Special in Zoology from the Colombo Campus
of the University of Ceylon in 1962. His quest for
knowledge led him to the University of Hawaii, where
he completed his MSc in 1965. He then proceeded to
University College London (UCL) of the University
of London, where he earned his PhD in 1969 under
the guidance of Dr. R. C. Fisher. His academic journey
was marked by excellence and dedication, setting the
foundation for his illustrious career in Zoology.

Professional Achievements

Professor Ganesalingam joined the Jaffna Campus
of the University of Ceylon as the founding Professor
and Head of the Zoology Department in 1975. Over
the years, he held numerous prestigious academic
and administrative positions, including serving
as the Dean of the Faculty of Science and Acting
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna. His
leadership and vision played a crucial role in shaping
the academic landscape of the University of Jaftna,
making significant contributions to its growth and
development.

Contribution to Science Education/Teaching

Professor Ganesalingam was an exemplary teacher
known for his meticulous preparation and delivery of
lectures. His teaching methods were innovative and
engaging, earning him widespread acclaim from his
students. Specializing in entomology with a focus on
pest control, he brought a wealth of knowledge and
expertise to his students. His dedication to teaching
was evident in his efforts to ensure that students could
complete their degree programs on time, even under
challenging conditions such as the economic blockade
and absence of electricity in northern Sri Lanka during
the early 1990s.

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of
Knowledge

As a researcher, Professor Ganesalingam made
significant contributions to the field of Zoology.
His research was characterized by novelty and
innovation, particularly in the area of pest control. He
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published numerous books and articles that reflected
his scholarly achievements. Under his guidance, the
Zoology department at the University of Jaffna became
one of the most prolific departments in the university.
His research not only advanced scientific knowledge
but also had practical applications in addressing real-
world problems.

Contribution to the Development of Department/
Faculty/University/Country

Professor Ganesalingam played a pivotal role in the
development of the Zoology department, the Faculty
of Science, and the University of Jaffna as a whole.
His leadership and vision transformed the department
into a center of excellence. Beyond the university, his
contributions to the field of science education in Sri
Lanka were immense. He was a founding member and
the first secretary of the Jaffna Science Association
(JSA), where he played a key role in promoting science
education in schools and the broader community.

Recognised Community OQutreach Activities

Professor Ganesalingam was deeply committed
to community service and humanitarian work. As
the Chairman of the Sri Lanka Red Cross Society,
he risked his own safety to provide medical aid to
victims of aerial bombardment and artillery shelling
in war-affected areas. He also advocated for the rights
and well-being of Sri Lankan Tamils in international
forums. His dedication to community service extended
to his students, whom he supported and motivated,
even under the most challenging circumstances.

Professor V.K. Ganesalingam’s legacy is one
of profound dedication to education, research,
and community service. His contributions to the
University of Jaffna, the field of Zoology, and the
broader scientific community are deeply cherished.
He will be remembered as a compassionate teacher, an
innovative researcher, and a courageous humanitarian
who made a lasting impact on countless lives. His
life’s work embodies the essence of the biblical verse
he cherished: “I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy
4:7). The academic and scientific community of
Jaffna University will forever honor his memory and
contributions.

Professor Sinnathamby Noble Surendran
Senior Professor of Zoology, University of Jaffna
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Late Emeritus Professors

Sivapathasundaram Mageswaran & Rajeswary Mageswaran:
Great Souls of Dedication and Sacrifice

Professor Sivapathasundaram Mageswaran, one
of the pioneers of this University, was the founding
Head of the Department of Chemistry. He also served
as the Dean of the Faculty of Science in addition to
his academic career as Senior Lecturer followed by
Professor and Senior Professor of Chemistry. He leftus
on 2 February 1998, at the age of 55, while in service.

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran, the beloved
wife of Professor Mageswaran and fondly known
as ‘Miss’ to her students and within the University
community, also served at the University in different
capacities such as Head of the Department of
Chemistry and Rector of Vavuniya Campus in addition
to her academic career as Lecturer followed by Senior
Lecturer, Professor and Senior Professor of Inorganic
Chemistry before retirement. She passed away on 17
April 2022 in London, at the age of 77, after 34 years
of service and twelve years of retired life.

Background of Education and Academic

Accomplishments

Professor Mageswaran was born in Kokuvil on
28 March 1942 as the eldest child in a family of eight
children and had his school education at the Kokuvil
Hindu College. His classmates remember him as an
exceptionally gifted all-round student. He played
cricket and football. He was a talented spinner and
had abig fan group for his batting. He entered the then
University of Sri lanka, Colombo in 1962, pursued the

special degree course in

Chemistry and was awarded a Bachelor of Science
Honours degree in Chemistry in 1966. Soon after
graduation, he joined the then University of Ceylon,
Peradeniya as an Assistant Lecturer and left for the
UK in 1968 for postgraduate studies. Before leaving

for the UK, Professor Mageswaran got registered to be
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married to Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran, the love
of his life. He completed his MSc and PhD degrees
at the University of Sheffield, United Kingdom in
1969 and 1972 respectively. He was awarded a travel
scholarship by the Nuffield Foundation (1978-1979)
and a Commonwealth Academic Staff Fellowship
(1987-1988) to carry out research work on crown
ethers and enzyme models at the University of

Liverpool, UK.

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran (nee Rajeswary
Subramaniam) was born on 22 June 1945 in Karanavai
North as the second child and the only girl child
in a family of four children and had her school
education at the Udupiddy American Mission
College and then at the Hartley College, Point Pedro
followed by her undergraduate education at the then
University of Ceylon, Peradeniya. She launched her
distinguished academic journey with a BScHons
Degree in Chemistry from the said university in 1968
followed by a PhD in Organometallic Chemistry from
the University of Sheffield, UK in 1972. She possessed
several postdoctoral experiences at the Universities of
Liverpool (1978-1979, 1984, 1995-1996) and Oxford
(2004) in the United Kingdom and University College,
Dublin (1988, 1990) in the Republic of Ireland.

Career Path and Professional Achievements

After serving at the then University of Ceylon,
Peradeniya from 1966 - 1975, Professor Mageswaran
joined the Faculty of Science of University of Jaftha as
one of its pioneers on 19 May 1975 and served there
until his untimely demise on 2 February 1998. He
joined the newly established University of Jaffna as
founding Head of Department of Chemistry in 1975,
and was promoted to Professor of Chemistry in 1979
and Senior Professor of Chemistry subsequently in

recognition of his contributions to the academic,
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administrative and research activities at the University.
Following his untimely demise on 2 February 1998,
the University of Jaffna honoured him with an
Honorary Doctor of Science degree and Emeritus
Professorship posthumously at the Convocation held
on 4 October 1998. He was the founding Head of
Department of Chemistry and had dedicated almost
15 years of his service as the Head of Department
of Chemistry. Further, he served as the Dean of the
Faculty of Science for two consecutive terms (March
1991 - October 1996) during the most difficult periods
in the history of the university and guided the faculty
with resolve, tact and caution. Also, he functioned
as an elected member to the University Council and
the Management Committee of the then Vavuniya
Campus and served on several selection boards and

committees.

While undertaking the above responsibilities,
he left an indelible mark as a person who worked
on principles and never gave up his principles. His
principles were not founded merely on the regulations
or by-laws, but by the higher philosophies that guided
the development of those laws and regulations.
Also, he was well versed on the rules, regulations,
norms, procedures and traditions and ensured that
any ambiguity in the interpretation of regulations
did not lead to dilution of standards. Though he was
committed to justice, he always approached the
problems of the students and the staff with sympathy.
Professor Mageswaran was a man of unblemished
record of integrity. He fought to ensure that the
University of Jaffna maintained high standards in
education and administration although, at times, this

earned him the annoyance of many.

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran served at the
Peradeniya Campus of the then University of Sri
lanka for eight years (1968-1976) before joining the
newly established University of Jaftna as a Lecturer
in Inorganic Chemistry on 1 April 1976 to assist in
developing the institution. Subsequently, she was
promoted to Senior Lecturer in 1980, Professor of

Inorganic Chemistry in 1986 and Senior Professor
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of Inorganic Chemistry in 1993 in recognition of her
contributions to the academic, administrative and
research activities at the University. She retired from
the University service in 2010, and the University
of Jaffna honoured her with an Honorary Doctor
of Science degree and Emeritus Professorship at
the Convocation held on 6 October 2011. As an
able academic administrator, Professor Rajeswary
Mageswaran served as the Head of the Department
of Chemistry of University of Jaffna for more than
ten years during the most challenging period in the
Northern Sri Lanka and Rector of the then Vavuniya
Campus of the University of Jaffna for three years
effective from 2003. Her resourceful contributions to
the uplifting of the Department of Chemistry and the

then Vavuniya Campus will be remembered forever.

Contribution to Science Education

Professor Mageswaran loved the subject Chemistry
and taught it with drive and passion. He never teaches
a topic as a collection of facts and information. He
goes to the fundamental questions that led to the
development of the said topic, then teaches its logical
growth with sound reasoning and finally makes the
learners appreciate the philosophy behind it. Whether
it was a topic from his own field of specialization or
whether it was anew topic he was covering because of
the lack of staff, he taught them at the same standard
and made them equally enriching. Science was no
longer a mystery in his class. At the examinations,
his questions were fair and promoted deep learning,
ensuring the achievement belonged to the learner. The
external examiners in the UK constantly praised him
for maintaining a very high standard even during a
period of colossal difficulties caused by the unsettled
condition prevailed in the region. He had a very good
memory power and remembered the details of all
the students in the faculty: their family conditions,
performance at examinations, attendance at classes,
their interest in extra-curricular activities, etc. While
going through the answer scripts of students and by
looking at the index number, he could recall how

that student had performed in other papers and in
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the past examinations. It was painful to him when he
saw a good student scoring lower marks or a weak
student failing repeatedly. Sometimes students cut
their classes and wander around the Jaffna town. If
Professor Mageswaran saw them, he would remind
them about their lecture at that time and question
them as to why they were outside. Whenever the
students face any problem in their studies or personal
life, he was there to listen. He gave them his time and

inspiration generously.

In the first encounter with Professor Rajeswary
Mageswaran, students perceived her as a calm and
soft-spoken lady with her trademark spectacles.
However, they soon discovered her friendly nature
and caring spirit behind the ‘no-nonsense’ exterior.
She was passionate about teaching and diligently
prepared her students for their future endeavors. While
serving as the Rector of the then Vavuniya Campus,
she voluntarily delivered lectures to the BScHons
degree students of the Department of Chemistry during
weekends and contributed to the evaluation process
as well. Although her specialization was in inorganic
chemistry, she was knowledgeable across the entire
spectrum of chemistry. She taught physical chemistry
whenever there was a shortage of specialized staff
without complaining about the additional workload.
Furthermore, she made significant contributions to
publications such as “Chemistry of Organometallic
Compounds”, “Physical and Theoretical Chemistry”,
and “Chemistry of Non-aqueous Solvents” for the
Degree of Bachelor of Science at the Open University
of Sri Lanka.

The couple upheld the highest academic standards
in their teaching and evaluation throughout their
careers, producing graduates of exceptional quality.
Their skillful teaching, enduring commitment to
students, and selfless devotion to providing quality
education have greatly contributed to our current

success. Words cannot fully convey our gratitude.

Beyond their academic and administrative roles

at the University of Jaffna, they made significant
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contributions to the development of science and
education in the Northern region through their
involvement with the Jaffna Science Association and
the Field Work Centre in Thondaimanaru. They were
also active members of the Institute of Chemistry,
Ceylon. Professor Mageswaran had served in the
Academic Council of the Institute of Fundamental
Studies and Research & Publication Committee of
the Natural Resources, Energy and Science Authority
(NARESA). Additionally, the couple contributed
to national examinations, such as the GCE(A/L)
Chemistry examination, by serving on the question
paper setting panels and as chief examiners for
answer script marking. The staff at the Department
of Examinations in Battaramulla still speak highly
of their trustworthiness and dedication to their

responsibilities.

The couple were exceptionally intelligent,
hardworking, and outstanding professionals with
impeccable records of integrity. They dedicated their
entire lives to the betterment and welfare of their
students at the University of Jaffna. The Department of
Chemistry was like a second home to them, where they
cared for hundreds of students both professionally and
personally, touching their hearts in ways that words

cannot fully capture.

During the challenging periods in the history of
Northern Sri Lanka, the couple tirelessly continued
their service as educators, dedicating themselves to
helping young students to find their lifelines despite
sacrificing their own comfort, prestige, security and
much more while many intellectuals left the country
for their benefits. If they also had left the country like
other intellectuals, the career aspirations of many
students could have been jeopardized, and they
might have never achieved their goals of pursuing
higher studies and dream jobs. Despite the difficult
circumstances, they encouraged students to seek
overseas postgraduate training to bring out their full
potential and guided them to obtain fully funded
scholarships to support their research studies. Many

undergraduates who chose Chemistry as their field of
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specialization advanced in their careers, both in Sri
Lanka and abroad, thanks to the unwavering support

and guidance of this remarkable couple.

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of

Knowledge

Professor Mageswaran and Rajeswary Mageswaran
were exceptionally intelligent and research-focused
persons. Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran’s research
interests were on analytical chemistry, organometallic
chemistry, coordination chemistry and theoretical
inorganic chemistry, while Professor Mageswaran
concentrated on natural products chemistry, synthetic
organic chemistry and physical organic chemistry.
They carried out pioneering research in the fields
that are vital to the Northern part of the country, such
as analysis of groundwater quality and chemistry of
natural constituents from Palmyrah and seaweeds,
and disseminated the findings through scholarly
publications. They received research grants, and
supervised many students in their postgraduate
research. However, their research activities faced
significant challenges after the mid-1990s due to
the unstable conditions in the region and Sri Lankan

government restrictions on the transport of chemicals.

Contribution to Development of Department /

Faculty/University/Country

The academic activities of University of Jaffna
commenced in the mid-1970s and Professor
Mageswaran was the youngest among the pioneers
and proved to be the most enthusiastic and energetic
among the finest of them. He played a pivotal role
in shaping this institution into a strong academic
entity. As the founding Head of the Department of
Chemistry, he worked tirelessly to produce graduates
of outstanding quality. Initially, the department was
located in the undergraduate section of the Jaffna
College, Vaddukoddai and had to operate with very
limited resources. Despite these constraints, Professor
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Mageswaran overcame the challenges through his

diligent effort and dedication.

It is truly remarkable how Professor Mageswaran
oversaw the construction of the Chemistry building
at the Thirunelvely premises of the University while
managing all his regular duties. He meticulously
planned every detail of the building and its fixtures,
ensuring that everything was executed according to
his vision. On one occasion, while observing from
a distant building, he noticed a discrepancy in the
concrete mix ratios. Without hesitation, he stopped the
work to correct the issue. Each part of this impressive
building stands as a testament to the Herculean
effort he invested. In honour of his contributions, the
University named the building the Mageswaran Block

following his passing in 1998.

Professor Rajeswary Mageswaran was a capable
and steadfast administrator. Like her husband, she
was well-versed in governing rules and regulations,
and she ensured that ambiguity had not compromise
standards. She served as the Head of the Department
of Chemistry at the University of Jaffna for over a
decade during the most challenging period in Northern
Sri Lanka, and as Rector of the Vavuniya Campus
from 2003 to 2006. Her invaluable contributions
to elevating the Department of Chemistry and the

Vavuniya Campus will always be remembered.

Together, the couple played a crucial role in shaping
the university into a robust academic institution. The
Department of Chemistry with its highly qualified
staff, the state-of-the-art Mageswaran Block, and
advanced teaching and research facilities stands as a
testament to the strong foundation they laid through
theirunwavering commitment. They found fulfillment
in serving others and served as exemplary models of
dedication, intelligence, and sacrifice. The University
community is truly fortunate to have witnessed such

a life of extraordinary service.

Professor Meena Senthilnanthanan,
Professor of Chemistry, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka
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Mrs. Navamany Selvarajah:
A Stalwart of Limnology and Zoology

Background of Education and Academic
Accomplishments

Mrs. Navamany Selvarajah was an eminent
limnologist whose scholarly journey began with her
family’s prominent legacy in the community. Her
mother, Ponnammah Arulampalam, was a notable
leader, and her husband, the late Mr. Selvarajah, was
an outstanding sports personality. Mrs. Selvarajah’s
academic career took root when she was recruited
to the Jaffna Campus of the University of Sri Lanka
from the Undergraduate Department of Jaffna College
during the inception of the Department of Zoology
in Vaddukoddai. She quickly established herself as a
pioneer of the Faculty of Science at the University of
Jaftna, playing a crucial role in its early development.

Professional Achievements

Mrs. Selvarajah’s professional journey was
marked by significant achievements in the field of
limnology and general zoology. She ascended to the
position of Associate Professor in Zoology, where
she was renowned for her dedication and expertise.
Her work included extensive studies on the ponds in
Jaffna, and she published numerous articles in reputed
scientific journals. Her collaboration with the late
eminent limnologist Professor C.H. Fernando further
highlighted her professional prowess. Despite limited
research facilities, she maintained a robust research
agenda, supervising many postgraduate degrees and
contributing significantly to the scientific community.

Contribution to Science Education/Teaching

As an educator, Mrs. Selvarajah was exceptional.
Her command of limnology and general zoology
made her a sought-after teacher and advisor. She was
known for her dedication, modesty, and integrity, often
choosing to share office space rather than occupy a
private office. Her teaching methods and mentorship
left a lasting impact on her students. Many, including
myself, initiated their research careers under her
guidance. She maintained a connection with her
students even after retirement, a testament to her
enduring commitment to education.

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of
Knowledge

Mrs. Selvarajah’s research contributions were
significant, particularly in the field of limnology. Her
studies on the ponds of Jaffna were widely recognized,
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and her publications in scientific journals added
valuable knowledge to the field. She diligently pursued
her research interests despite facing infrastructural
challenges. Her ability to secure collaborations with
prominent scientists, like Professor C.H. Fernando,
and to supervise numerous postgraduate degrees,
underscored her dedication to research and knowledge
dissemination.

Contribution to the Development of Department/
Faculty/University/Country

Mrs. Selvarajah played a vital role in the
development of the Department of Zoology at the
University of Jaffna. As one of the most senior members
of the department, she contributed significantly to its
growth and reputation. Her efforts in establishing a
strong foundation for the Faculty of Science were
instrumental during the early years of the university.
Her commitment extended beyond her immediate
academic environment, as she played a part in the
broader development of higher education and research
in the region.

Recognised Community Qutreach Activities

In addition to her academic and research
contributions, Mrs. Selvarajah was known for her
community outreach activities. Her passion for writing
stories and poems, including the publication of “A
Cocktail in English,” showcased her multifaceted
talents and her desire to engage with the broader
community. Her legacy in the limnologic fraternity
and the Jaffna academic community is remembered
with great respect and affection. Mrs. Selvarajah’s
integrity, honesty, and dedication to her students and
colleagues were exemplary, leaving a lasting impact
that will be remembered for generations.

Mrs. Navamany Selvarajah’s legacy as a
limnologist, educator, and pioneer of the Faculty
of Science at the University of Jaffna is profound.
Her contributions to science education, research,
and community outreach have left an indelible mark
on the academic community. Mrs. Selvarajah’s
modesty, dedication, and integrity serve as an
enduring inspiration, ensuring that her contributions
to limnology and the Department of Zoology will be
remembered forever.

Professor Sinnathamby Noble Surendran
Senior Professor of Zoology, University of Jaffna

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Rev. Fr. Dr. Guy Fontgalland Rajendram:
A Legendary Entomologist

Background of Education and Academic

Accomplishments

Rev. Fr. Dr. Guy Fontgalland Rajendram’s
academic journey is a testament to his dedication
and intellectual prowess. He began his education
at St. Michael’s College in Batticaloa. He pursued
higher education at Fordham University in New York,
earning an MSc degree in Biology in 1954. Driven
by a passion for entomology, he later attended the
University of California, Berkeley, where he obtained
his PhD in Entomology in 1974. In addition to his
scientific studies, Fr. Rajendram also specialized in
Philosophy, showcasing his diverse academic interests

and intellectual depth.

Professional Achievements

Fr. Rajendram joined the Department of Zoology at
the University of Jaffna on July 7, 1979, as a Lecturer
and quickly rose through the ranks, becoming an
Associate Professor on January 21, 1989. His expertise
and dedication to the field of entomology earned
him a reputation as a leading figure in his discipline.
He was instrumental in advancing the department’s
academic standards and research output. His tenure
at the University of Jaffna was marked by numerous
professional accomplishments, including significant
research collaborations and securing prestigious

research grants.

Significant Contribution to Science Education/
Teaching

As an educator, Fr. Rajendram was renowned for
his discipline, punctuality, and dedication. He taught
various aspects of entomology alongside general
zoology to both undergraduate and honors students.
His command of the English language and effective

teaching methods made him a role model for many
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aspiring university academics. His lectures were
meticulously prepared and delivered, earning him the
admiration and respect of his students and colleagues
alike. Fr. Rajendram’s impact on his students extended
beyond the classroom, as he inspired many to pursue

careers in science and academia.

Significant Contribution to Research and

Dissemination of Knowledge

Fr. Rajendram was a leading researcher in
entomology, focusing on insect physiology, the
biological control of insects, and mosquito studies.
His collaborative efforts with international scientists
and successful acquisition of research grants from the
National Science Council of Sri Lanka and the Natural
Resources, Energy, and Science Authority of Sri Lanka
highlighted his research capabilities. He supervised
numerous MSc and MPhil students, guiding their
research and fostering a culture of scientific inquiry
within the Department of Zoology. His research was
widely published in reputable journals, contributing
significantly to the body of knowledge in entomology.

Significant Contribution to the Development of

Department/Faculty/University/Country

Fr. Rajendram played a crucial role in the
development of the Department of Zoology, the
Faculty of Science, and the University of Jaffna as a
whole. His leadership and vision were instrumental
during the turbulent period in Jaftna from 1990 to
1995. He served as a pillar of strength for both the
faculty and the student community, ensuring the
continuity of academic activities under challenging
circumstances. In October 1995, Fr. Rajendram was
appointed Vice-Chancellor of the Eastern University
of Sri Lanka, where he continued to make significant
contributions to the academic and administrative

growth of the institution.
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Recognised Community Outreach Activities

Fr. Rajendram’s commitment to community
service was evident throughout his career. He was
awarded several prestigious scholarships, including
the IRRI Research Scholarship and the British
Council Sabbatical Award, which facilitated his
contributions to the academic community and beyond.
He established a quasi-link research program with the
University of Wales, Cardiff, and served as the Editor
of the Vingnanam Journal of Science, published by
the Faculty of Science at the University of Jaffna. His
efforts in community outreach, particularly during

the challenging period in Jaffna, demonstrated his
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dedication to serving others and making a positive

impact on society.

Rev. Fr. Dr. Guy Fontgalland Rajendram’s legacy
1s one of academic excellence, dedicated service,
and unwavering commitment to education and
research. His contributions to the field of entomology,
his impactful teaching, and his significant role in
the development of academic institutions in Sri
Lanka have left an indelible mark on the academic
community. Fr. Rajendram’s life and work continue
to inspire and influence future generations of scholars
and educators, honoring his memory and preserving

his enduring legacy.

Professor Sinnathamby Noble Surendran
Senior Professor of Zoology, University of Jaffna
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Dr. Karthigesu Chitravadivelu:
A Dedicated Academic

Background of Education and Academic
Accomplishments

Born on May 17, 1933, in Achchuveli, Dr.
Karthigesu Chitravadivelu pursued his primary
education at Kathirippai Subramaniya Vidhyalaya
and Achchuveli Maha Vidhyalaya, and his secondary
education at Hindu College, Jaffna, and Jaffna College,
Vaddukottai. He earned his BSc degree from London
in 1957 and later, his Master’s degree, RN Dr. , and
PhD in Fisheries Biology from Charles University
in 1971 and 1972, respectively. Additionally, he
obtained a Diploma in Education from the University
of Sri Lanka in 1981, showcasing his commitment to

continuous learning and educational excellence.

Professional Achievements

Dr. Chitravadivelu began his teaching career at
Vaiththeeswara College and Chithampara College in
Jaffna, where he served from 1958 to 1973. In 1980,
he joined the University of Jaffna as a Lecturer in the
Department of Zoology. He was promoted to Senior
Lecturer in 1986 and later became an Associate
Professor in Zoology in 1993. During his career, he
also won a postdoctoral fellowship to perform research
on Fisheries Biology and Culture at University College
of North Wales, Bangor, UK, from 1988 to 1989.

Significant Contribution to Science Education/
Teaching

Dr. Chitravadivelu was deeply involved in teaching
and administration at the University of Jaffna. He
served as the Head of the Department of Zoology
from 1990 to 1991 and the Head of the Department of
Botany from 1992 to 1995. Beyond these roles, he was
instrumental in establishing and nurturing the Centre
for Development of Fisheries, where he served as the
founder Coordinator, Director, and later Consultant.
His efforts in creating a robust educational framework

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

significantly benefited the field of Fisheries Science
and education at the university.

Significant Contribution to Research and
Dissemination of Knowledge

Dr. Chitravadivelu was a prolific researcher,
contributing extensively to the field of Fisheries
Biology and Aquaculture. His work was recognized
both nationally and internationally, leading to
numerous collaborations and publications. He
authored and published many books in both Tamil
and English, including notable works such as “Man
— A Special Animal,” “Toad — A Typical Vertebrate,”
“Cockroach — A Typical Invertebrate,” “Economic
Biology,” “Shrimp Culture,” “Marine Fisheries — An
Introduction,” and “Biology of Shrimp and its Culture
Techniques.” His research findings were published
in various national and international journals, with
over 50 research articles and numerous abstracts to

his name.

Significant Contribution to the Development of
Department / Faculty / University / Country

Dr. Chitravadivelu’s contributions to the
development of the University of Jaffna were
monumental. He was a pioneer in formulating the
proposal to establish a Faculty of Fisheries in 1992,
and although it was not immediately realized, his
vision laid the groundwork for the establishment of
the Centre for Development of Fisheries in 1998. His
efforts were further validated when the centre was
elevated to the Department of Fisheries in 2009. He
supervised many postgraduate students, significantly
contributing to human resource development in

Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences.
Recognized Community Outreach Activities

Dr. Chitravadivelu was deeply committed to

community outreach and development. He played
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a crucial role in establishing the Jaffna Science
Association and was actively involved in organizing
exhibitions, school science programs, and competitions.
He also contributed to the Thondaimanaru Field Work
Centre, where he initiated the culture of milkfish,
tilapia, and prawns in the Thondaimanaru and Jaffna
Lagoons. Additionally, he was a resource person in
numerous local and international training workshops
and served as a consultant to various national and
international organizations.
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Dr. Chitravadivelu’s dedication to his family,
his students, and his community was unwavering.
His legacy continues to inspire and guide future
generations in the field of Fisheries Science and
education. His passing is a profound loss to the
University of Jaffna and the broader academic
community, but his contributions will be remembered

and cherished for years to come.

Professor Sivashanthini Kuganathan
Senior Professor of Fisheries, University of Jaffna
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Professor Ratnam Vigneswaran:
A Legacy of Dedication and Excellence

Background of Education and Academic
Accomplishments

Professor Ratnam Vigneswaran’s distinguished
academic journey began with his Bachelor of Science
Honours degree in Mathematics from the University of
Jaffnain 1982, where he graduated with Second Class
Honors. In 1984, he commenced his academic career
as a Temporary Assistant Lecturer in Mathematics at
the Eastern University, Sri Lanka (EUSL). By 1987, he
secured a permanent position as an Assistant Lecturer.
His academic pursuits led him to the University of
Sussex, UK, where he earned a PhD in 1991 under
the British Council Technical Co-operation Training
Award, defending his thesis on “Iteration Schemes
for the Implementation of Implicit Runge-Kutta
Methods.”

Career Path and Professional Achievements

Upon returning to Sri Lanka after completing his
PhD, Dr. Vigneswaran dedicated over three decades to
the service of EUSL and later the University of Jaffna.
At EUSL, he held several pivotal roles, including
Head of the Department of Mathematics for two terms
and Head of the Computer Unit for three terms. His
leadership was instrumental in the development and
implementation of the BScHons Degree program in
Mathematics. In recognition of his contributions,
he was awarded the Commonwealth Fellowship for
research at the University of Sussex in 2000 and 2001.

In 2004, Dr. Vigneswaran joined the University of
Jaftna, where he served as the Head of the Department
of Mathematics & Statistics for two terms and played
a key role in various academic initiatives, including
the World Bank-funded IRQUE Project and the
introduction of the BScHons in Applied Science
degree program. His leadership extended to his role
as Dean of the Faculty of Science and subsequently
as Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaftha, where
he oversaw significant developments, including the
establishment of a new building for the Department
of Computer Science and the Clean Energy Research
Laboratory.

Contribution to Science Education

Professor Vigneswaran was deeply committed to
advancing science education. He was a pivotal figure
in curriculum development at EUSL, particularly in

establishing the BScHons Degree in Mathematics.
His tenure at the University of Jaffna was marked
by efforts to enhance the quality and relevance of
undergraduate education through initiatives like the
IRQUE Project and the introduction of new degree
programs. As Dean of the Faculty of Science and later
as Vice-Chancellor, he championed initiatives that
expanded the infrastructure and resources available
to students and faculty, furthering the university’s
mission to provide high-quality education.

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of
Knowledge

Professor Vigneswaran’s contributions to research
were significant. He received the Commonwealth
Fellowship Award for his research at the University
of Sussex and presented his work at international
conferences in Canada, the UK, and India. Under
his leadership, the University of Jaffna organized a
major international conference in 2019, attracting
over four hundred researchers, including a substantial
international contingent. He also played a crucial role
in establishing the Clean Energy Research Laboratory
at the University of Jaffna, which continues to
contribute to the global body of knowledge in the field.

Contribution to Development of Department,
Faculty, University, and Country

Throughout his career, Professor Vigneswaran
remained deeply committed to the development of the
institutions he served. At Eastern University, Sri Lanka
(EUSL), he played a pivotal role in establishing the
BScHons Degree in Mathematics and overseeing the
construction of atemple on the university premises. His
tenure as Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaftha
was marked by significant achievements, including
the construction of vital infrastructure, such as the
Department of Computer Science building, funded
by the World Bank. His leadership in organizing
international conferences and establishing research
laboratories not only enhanced the university’s
reputation but also contributed substantially to the
advancement of science and education in Sri Lanka.

Professor Vigneswaran’s contributions will
continue to inspire future generations of scholars and
educators, particularly in the field of Mathematics.

Professor Punniamoorthy Ravirajan

Dean of the Faculty of Science and Senior Professor of Physics, University of Jaffna

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Dr. Padmini Krishnarajah:
A Tribute to an inspiring personality

Dr. Padmini Krishnarajah, born on March 12, 1952,
in Mayiliddy, had her schooling primarily in Kandy
at K/St. Antony’s Convent (1957-1963) and K/ Girls
High School (1966—1970), with a brief period in Jaffna
at J/ Skandavarodaya College (1964—1965). A bright
student, she received a studentship to follow GSQ
at the University of Peradeniya from 1972 to 1973,
and subsequently earned her BSc Hons in Zoology
(1973-1976) from the same university.

From 1980 to 1983, she pursued her MPhil
studies on holothurians at the University of Jaftna,
with her thesis titled “Studies on Ecology and Some
Biology in Sri Lankan Holothurians (Echinodermata:
Holothuroidea),” earning her MPhil degree in 1984.
She became a probationary lecturer at the University of
Jaffnain 1985, and later pursued her PhD at Annamalai
University (1988-1992), with a dissertation titled
“Studies on the Dorsal Bodies on the Reproductive
System in Crytozona belangeri Deshayes (Mollusca:
Gastropoda: Pulmonata),” which she completed in
1994.

I'would like to share my experience and perception
regarding Dr. Padmini Krishnarajah madam. [ entered
the Jaffna University during October 1992 and I saw
her the very first time in the general laboratory of
the Department of Zoology as a tall, fair lady with
thick glasses and a smiling face, despite a noticeable
difficulty in her right arm and leg.

But with this drawback, she delivered lectures
and managed practicals very well. Her smartness
reflected in every action, climbing stairs and delivering
lectures at the specific place allocated in the time table
irrespective of either 1st or 2nd floor. She has never
taken her inability as an excuse to change the lecture
halls from up to the ground floor and she made all the
students treat her as a very normal person. Her strength
in field work was extraordinary. | witnessed her
walking amidst sandy beaches, climbing mountains
and managing to get inside a boat. Anyone can admit
how difficult those tasks are for a person with such a
physical challenge.

Later she became my supervisor for my MPhil
studies which eventually extended to PhD She has
opened up the fascinating world of amphibians and
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reptiles to me and I had an opportunity to work closely
with her. I have seen her having daily intake of a
handful of pills to work as a normal person overcoming
her sufferings. I learned that she had recovered from a
minor stroke during childbirth which affected both her
right arm and leg. Then she adapted to do everything
with her left arm including writing which was really
amazing which showed her willpower and courage.

Besides, she was an active research scholar,
publishing a number of research abstracts and articles
in conferences and reputed journals respectively. She
was a member of echinoderm specialist group in Sri
Lanka and UK; member of a research advisory board
in the USA; received the Man Woman of the year
award in 1997 of USA and life member and editor of
prestigious scientific committees and journals.

I did my postgraduate studies during the period of
political strife in Jaffna (2001 — 2005) with the terror
of landmines and pulses of unrests. Mobile phones
were rare; and the telephone connections available
only in a few shops. During a “Harthal” day, an owner
of a communication center where we used to go to
make calls, came and informed me that a person from
Colombo made an urgent call to come there. [ went
immediately, her husband Mr. Krishnarajah informed
me that his wife Dr. Padmini madam was not well and
he was anxious to know about her, who was residing
with her sister at Kantharodai. Without hesitation
despite the curfew —like condition, I rushed to her
place with my father and found her unconscious. On
the same night, her sister took her to Colombo in a bus
with still unconscious state and that was the last time
I saw her in Jaffna.

Dr. Padmini Krishnarajah inspired me in many
ways. She was the first person to initiate PhD studies
in the Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna,
unfortunately she was no more when the degree
was awarded. With all these intellectual brilliances,
Padmini madam would have lived some more years if
not her health condition worsened. The destiny crossed
her path to take her away on 11th December, 2009.
I remain grateful for the opportunity she provided
me to pursue in the field of Herpetology and for my
progress. She will always be in my memory as an
inspiring figure.

Dr. (Mrs.) Abyerami Sivaruban
Senior Lecturer in Zoology, University of Jaffna
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Dr. Arumaithurai Sivapalan

Background - Education and Academic
Accomplishments

Dr. Arumaithurai Sivapalan, a distinguished
academic and researcher, was born on April 15, 1948,
in Suthumalai North, Manipay, to Mr. Arumaithurai
and Mrs. Manonmani. He completed his undergraduate
Honours degree in Botany from the Faculty of Science,
University of Peradeniya, Kandy, Sri Lanka, in 1973.
He then pursued his PhD in Plant Pathology at the
Faculty of Science, University of London, United
Kingdom, graduating in 1981. His doctoral research on
the “Effects of Water on the Development of Powdery
Mildews” was supervised by Dr. B.E.J. Wheeler
and Professor R.K.S. Wood, marking a significant
contribution to plant pathology.

Professional Achievements

Dr. Sivapalan began his academic career as the first
Head of the Department of Botany at the Faculty of
Science, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka, from 1974
to 1977. Upon completing his PhD, he returned to
the University of Jaffna in 1981 as a Senior Lecturer
(Grade II) and served until 1985. Due to the ethnic
turmoil and uncertainties in Sri Lanka, he moved
to the University of Guyana, South America, where
he lectured from 1985 to 1988. He later settled
in Melbourne, Australia, where he worked as a
research scientist in the agriculture sector. In 1992,
he joined the Brunei Agricultural Research Centre,
Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Industry
and Primary Resources, Brunei Darussalam, until
his diagnosis with lymphoma in 1997 prompted his
return to Melbourne. Despite his illness, he continued
contributing to the field as an advisory scientist in
Australian Quarantine Service - Phyto Disease Control
Section at Melbourne airport until 2013.

Contributions to Science Education, Teaching,
Research, and Dissemination of Knowledge

Dr. Sivapalan was renowned for his exceptional
teaching skills, particularly in Plant Pathology

and Botany, where he inspired and motivated his
students. His research work laid a strong foundation
for future scientific activities at the Department of
Botany, University of Jaffna. He authored nearly ten
publications in collaboration with eminent researchers
locally and internationally, such as Dr. Chithravadivel,
Professor Theivendirarajah, and Dr. U. Braun. His
research topics included food and feeding habits of
Siganus lineatus, the agarophyte Gracilaria edulis, and
the effects of fungicides on downy mildew disease of
grapevine caused by Plasmopara viticola.

Contribution to the Development of the
Department, Faculty and University

Dr. Sivapalan played a crucial role in developing
the Department of Botany at the University of Jaffna,
particularly in plant pathology research. He worked
closely with the Thirunelveli Agricultural Farm to
prevent plant disease epidemics, advising on effective
eradication methods. His efforts significantly benefited
the local population by preventing economic losses.
His innovative thinking, visionary spirit, and patient
leadership were instrumental in advancing the
department’s research capabilities despite limited
resources.

Recognized Community Outreach Activities

Throughout his career, Dr. Sivapalan was
committed to community outreach and service.
After migrating to Melbourne, he contributed to the
agricultural sector and later to the Phyto Disease
Control Section at Melbourne Airport. His dedication
extended to mentoring high school students, guiding
them towards successful academic and career paths.
His students and colleagues remember him fondly
for his academic excellence, innovative teaching
methods, and unwavering commitment to education
and research. Dr. Sivapalan’s legacy continues to
inspire and influence the scientific community, and his
contributions are deeply appreciated by all who had
the privilege of learning from and working with him.

Dr. Punithavathy Ganeshwaran (nee) Perinpanayagam, (UOJ Alumnus 1981-84),
Retired Lead Scientist for Haematology & Transfusion Departments, Berkshire and Surrey

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

Laboratory manager for UK Health Security Agency
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Life and Legacy of Late Professor Jacob Balan Selliah

Introduction:

It is a profound privilege and honour to
commemorate a remarkable life that has illuminated
the paths of thousands of students across Sri Lanka,
the USA, and Canada for over half a century with
unwavering humility, dedication, and devotion.
Undoubtedly, Professor J. B. Selliah stands out as
one of the most exceptional educators in Mathematics
and Statistics. Every student from the inaugural batch
can attest to the transformation of their Statistics
course with the arrival of Dr. Balan Selliah. Before
his appointment as the head of the Department
of Mathematics and Statistics, the course lacked
engaging instruction. Dr. Balan Selliah revitalised
the subject, imbuing it with interest and meaning.
This article celebrates an extraordinary individual
who has profoundly impacted thousands of students,
empowering them to achieve their fullest potential.

Educational Background and Achievements:

Jacob Balan Selliah was born on 15th June 1934
as the third child of Mr. and Mrs. K. A. Selliah. He
had five siblings and enjoyed a happy childhood. His
father was the vice-principal of the renowned Jaftha
College- one of the most famous schools in the whole
of Ceylon, and later became its principal. He was also
a well-known Physics teacher, a disciplinarian and
an outstanding sportsman. Balan Selliah attended
his father’s college and proved to be a great son of a
great father. Young Balan excelled in all his subjects,
especially Mathematics and Science, consistently
earning the highest grades. In sports, he also made his
mark like his father. He played Tennis, Table Tennis,
Football, and Cricket in school and had the privilege
of captaining the school cricket team.

In 1953, he entered the University College of
Ceylon, Colombo to pursue a Special Degree in
Bachelor of Science. He was fortunate to study
under Professor Eliyaser, the most distinguished and
internationally acclaimed mathematician produced by
Sri Lanka. Balan Selliah participated in both sports and

athletics at the university, winning colours for Table
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Tennis, Tennis, and Football. He also played cricket at
the university. In 1956, he graduated with a First-Class
Honours degree in Mathematics.

Afterashort career in the Income Tax Department,
he joined Jaffna College as a mathematics teacher.
While teaching at Jaffna College, he won a scholarship
to conduct research at Stanford University in 1960.
After three years, he earned his PhD in Statistics
and returned to his alma mater, Jaffna College. He
strengthened the Department of Mathematics of the
undergraduate department of Jaffna College, which
was preparing students from all over Ceylon for the
BSc (Maths) degree from London University.

In 1973, he was granted sabbatical leave and
departed for the USA and Canada. From 1973 to
March 1975, he worked as a lecturer at the University
of Toronto. During this period, he collaborated
with Professor Olkin of Stanford University and
published two research papers. While he was on his
sabbatical leave, Jaffna College was taken over by the
Government of Sri Lanka in 1974 to be used as one
of the campuses of the newly formed Jaffna Campus.

This was a significant setback for the entire
academic community of Jaffna College, which had
upheld a Christian cultural tradition for well over a
century.

However the University of Sri Lanka extended an
invitation to Dr. Balan Selliah to join the faculty of
Jaffna Campus as it was absorbing all the staff at the
undergraduate department into the new campus. Dr.
Balan Selliah did not bear any ill will or grudge and
accepted the offer with magnanimity and agreed to
serve the newly formed university. Recognising his
expertise and his up-to-date knowledge in Statistics,
Jaffna Campus decided to divide the Department of
Mathematics and Statistics into two departments and
form a separate department for Statistics and invited
Dr. J.B. Selliah to be the head of the newly formed
department.
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Contribution to Jaffna Campus/ University of
Jaffna:

Upon joining the faculty as the Head of the
Department, he undertook a comprehensive update
of the Statistics syllabus. His recent experiences at
the University of Toronto and Stanford University
provided him with valuable insights into how
advanced statistical knowledge was revolutionizing
the Investment Banking and Insurance sectors in the
USA and the West. He integrated numerous units
from the Institute of Statisticians and the Institute
of Actuaries into the Mathematics/Statistics degree
programme at Jaffna Campus, aligning it with
international standards. This initiative enabled many
graduates from the University of Jaffna to receive
subject or unit-wise exemptions from these prestigious

institutions upon graduation.

He collaborated closely with Professor P.
Kanagasabapathy to modernize the Mathematics
curriculum for the second and third years and to
organise final year projects for Special Degree students
in Statistics. Their complementary skills fostered a
cooperative rather than competitive environment,
which was instrumental in the smooth development
of the Science Faculty. Their mutual respect and
collaboration were key factors in the Science Faculty’s

successful evolution.

During his tenure as Dean of the Faculty of
Humanities, Professor K. Indrapala was dedicated
to strengthening the Department of Economics. For
years, the Economics Departments across the country
struggled to have their lecturers attain doctoral
qualifications from foreign universities. These
foreign institutions required advanced knowledge in
Mathematics and Statistics, a challenge for lecturers
from non-mathematical backgrounds who found it
difficult to adapt to these rigorous demands. Professor
Indrapala and Dr. Balan Selliah collaboratively
introduced a new degree program in Economics and
Econometrics with Statistics. Given the students’
strong foundation in Mathematics and Statistics,
they were well-equipped to grasp the principles of
Economics and pursue advanced studies in the field.
Leveraging his personal connections, Dr. Selliah
arranged for Dr. Mahalingasivam from the Ministry
of Planning to teach Econometrics to this group.
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Dr. Balan Selliah was a paragon of professionalism,
always impeccably dressed and composed. Unlike
many academics, he remained well-informed about
current affairs and continuously updated his knowledge
of developments within his specialization and industry.
He extended the students’ learning beyond the lecture
theatre, encouraging them to engage with the latest
research and innovations. His influence undeniably
shifted our perspective from a backward-looking to a
forward-thinking approach.

As an exceptional sportsman, he inspired students
to engage actively in sports and other extracurricular
activities. He possessed an impressive collection
of advanced statistics books, which he generously
shared with final-year students. Notable titles included
Stochastic Processes, Advanced Statistical Analysis,
Inferential Statistics, Estimation Theory, Non-
Parametric Testing, Markov Chains, and Financial Risk
Management. Many students found him approachable
for personal issues, as his door was always open to
those who needed help. His captivating smile often
alleviated half their concerns, and his encouraging
words served as invaluable support for those seeking
guidance or assistance.

Dr. Balan Selliah was a first-class teacher whose
lectures were always packed, with students eagerly
vying for front-row seats. His clear handwriting and
immaculate notes, crafted with chalk on blackboards,
were a testament to his dedication. He meticulously
ensured every student grasped his teachings. Punctual
to the minute, he began his 11:30-12:30 lectures at
11:29 and aimed to conclude precisely at 12:30. While
other lecturers faced a chorus of shoe-thumping if they
overran, Dr. Selliah’s captivating delivery allowed him
to extend his sessions by ten to fifteen minutes without
a single protest. His students were so engrossed in
his lectures that they lost track of time, maintaining
pin-drop silence until he set down his chalk. At that
moment, the spell broke, and the students returned
from their dreamlike state to reality. Dr. Selliah had
a unique ability to transport his students to another
dimension, holding them spellbound throughout his
lectures.

It is no exaggeration to proclaim that Dr. Balan
Selliah’s knowledge of Mathematics and Statistics was
nothing short of profound. His unwavering dedication
to teaching was truly awe-inspiring. Many of our
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batchmates were deeply aware of the extraordinary
service rendered by his father, Mr. K. A. Selliah, to
generations of students at Jaffna College. We often
remarked that service ran in the very blood of the
Selliah family. Without our beloved Dr. Jacob Balan
Selliah, the Departments of Mathematics and Statistics
of Jaffna Campus could not have flourished year after
year, ultimately reaching the zenith of esteem among
the Mathematics Departments of all six campuses in
Sri Lanka.

Dr. Balan Selliah was later appointed as Professor
of Statistics and continued to serve the University of
Jaffna with unparalleled distinction. In 1983, he took
a sabbatical leave and returned in 1984 to resume his
duties. His early retirement and subsequent departure
from the University of Jaffna marked a profound loss
for the institution, which could not fully harness his
immense knowledge and talent until his retirement.

Retirement:

Inlate 1984, he moved to Canada, where he graced
the halls of the University of Toronto, York University
(Ontario), and the present Redeemer University
(Ancaster) as a senior lecturer and professor for four
years. In 1988, he joined the Ministry of Environment
on a two-year contract. The ministry, recognizing his
invaluable contributions, extended his service for a
further ten years, and he retired from the ministry
in 1999. After retirement, he continued to share his
wisdom as a consultant to Seneca College, before
finally deciding to bring his illustrious official career
to an end.

Though retired, his students continued to seek his
guidance. Whenever former students or staff of the
University of Jaffna visited Canada, one of their main
destinations was Professor Balan Selliah’s home. He
was always overjoyed to welcome his old students
and reminisce about cherished times. His wife fondly
recalled that he frequently shared old anecdotes about
the University of Jaffna or Jaffna College with deep
affection. Even in his final days, people sought his help
with Mathematics or contacted him from overseas for
solutions to mathematical problems. He was always
happy to oblige, as itkept his brilliant mind active. He
also embarked on walking expeditions to maintain his

fitness in his later years.

Final Tribute:

Wherever and whenever former students of the
Science Faculty of the University of Jaffna from the
period before 1983 gather, Professor Balan Selliah’s
name is always spoken with the utmost reverence and
affection. Though we are much older now than when
he was teaching us, the mere mention of his name
softens our voices and humbles us. His contribution to
the University of Jaffna was unparalleled and beyond
measure. His extraordinary intellect, sharp mind,
creative thoughts and captivating charm made him a
truly unique individual. His life has left an indelible
mark on the hearts and minds of all who were fortunate
enough to come into contact with him. The legacy of
Professor Balan Selliah will remain fresh in the minds

of his students forever

Mr. Kathirithamby. Sivanandan (1st batch),

Former Senior Lecturer at West London College and Kensington College of Business, UK
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Prof. Somasunderam Kandiah

Late Prof. Somasundaram Kandiah was the Head
of the Department of Botany and the founding Dean
of the Faculty of Agriculture at the University of
Jaffna. He was born on 09 September 1936 in Ariyalai,
located to the East of Jaffna Peninsula and went for
his secondary education to St. John’s College, Jaffna.
He completed his Bachelor of Science degree from
University of Colombo and earned his doctoral
degree from Wye University of London. His doctoral
research was focused on developing dwarf types of
apple trees through plant breeding. He had a long and
distinguished research and academic career. After
the completion of his PhD, Prof. Kandiah returned to
Sri Lanka and joined as a research officer at the Tea
Research Institute at Talawakale, Sri Lanka. In 1978,
Dr. Kandiah accepted a position as Senior Lecturer in
Botany at the Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna.
At the Faculty of Science, he served as the Head of
the Department of Botany and was later promoted to
associate Professor in Botany. Prof. Kandiah accepted
to serve as a Professor in Agronomy for the newly
established Faculty of Agriculture in Kilinochchi in
1990 even though many of the Tamil academics were
leaving the country during that time, as the civil war
was worsening in the region. He was unanimously
elected as the first Dean of the Faculty in October 1990.

Professor Kandiah was a man of vision; a vision in
which he saw a bleak future for developing countries
unless the efficiency of their food production was
improved quickly. He saw this improved efficiency
as one in which dependence on imported artificial
fertilizers and pesticides and mechanization has little
part. Appropriate agricultural technology through
innovation was his view of the way forward for
agriculture. His wide knowledge in crop physiology and
his long experience in the practice of crop production
were his assets. He utilized these in visualizing and
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then experimenting with new techniques which were
suited to the needs of Jaftna and similar developing
communities in the region. He was interested in the
development of the fruit crop potential of the northern
province and was particularly involved in research
to develop the full potential of the Palmyra palm in
association with the Palmyra Development Board.

He was one of the most dedicated members of
the university staff who toiled under the most trying
conditions to keep the flame of learning burning in
Jaffna. In late 1987, he was one of the few brave
men who heeded the call of the late Vice-Chancellor,
Professor A. Thurairajah, and went to the University
while it was occupied by the Indian armed forces and
started rebuilding the vastly destroyed department of
Botany. As the President of the University Science
Teachers’ Association, Prof. Kandiah led many
delegations to numerous Indian Army camps to argue
and demand the release of innocent students and staff
members who had been arrested by the Indian Peace
Keeping Forces. He was also involved in pressing for
conditions of safety to the University community and
obtaining them during this period.

One of his great ambitions was to achieve
substantial progress in research, teaching and outreach
and to fulfill his vision before the end of his career.
He was very pleased when he was appointed to the
Faculty of Agriculture as he could implement many
of his ideas in the new Faculty. He worked very hard
despite suffering from attacks of asthma. During
the hard times of Sri Lankan civil war, he used to
travel by bicycle from Kilinochchi to Jaffna through
Poonakary road with a few other fellow academics.
On 23 March 1991, Prof. Kandiah met an untimely
death due to a cardiac arrest while he was cycling
back to Kilinochchi after attending the senate meeting
at University of Jaffna. He left behind his wife and
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four children. His dedication and commitment to the
Faculty of Agriculture, is ever remembered by the

University of Jaffna.

Many of his students at the Faculty of Agriculture
and the Department of Botany remember him as a
dedicated teacher, tireless researcher, and a committed
administrator who was very keen to understand and
solve students’ problems. He has supervised many
research students on the areas of improvement of
horticultural crops and palmyra in the northern region.

He was a source of inspiration and a man of great
wisdom and understanding. In memory of Professor
Kandiah, a fund has been set up to provide financial
support for research activities https://jaffna.tripod.
com/skfund.html. In addition, a Memorial lecture has
been setup at the Department of Agriculture. Professor
Kandiah will dwell in the hearts of his numerous
students and colleagues as a soft spoken and kind
hearted man, a role model and a paragon of virtue,

loved by all who chanced to know him.

Dr. Gita Sathianathan

Former Teaching Assistant Professor at the Pennsylvania State University, and retired as a
Senior Lecturer from the California State University, Fullerton, California.
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Emeritus Professor Velupillai Tharmaratnam:
Outstanding Mathematician and Administrator

Professor Vellupillai Tharmartnam joined the
University of Jaffna in late seventies at the age of
forty from the University of Colombo where he had
made a considerable name for himself as an energetic
young Professor in Mathematics of great potential.
In the University of Jaffna, he was soon appointed
as the Dean of the Faculty of Science in 1978. He
faced the challenge to lead and develop the Faculty
of Science further to gain recognition at the National
and International level at its tender years. He has
always shown the greatest interest in academic
affairs. He is famous for his uncompromising attitude
towards maintaining quality education. He brought
changes in the Academic course structure to gain
wider acceptance. He had a great deal of experience
in administrative and legislative matters pertaining to
Academic Institutions, which gave him a good stead
in statutory bodies, viz Senate, Council & UGC. He
knew what needed to be done for the betterment of
the Faculty. He was instrumental in drafting many
sound proposals and contributed immensely to the
infrastructure development of the Faculty. Most of the
buildings of the Faculty of Science were put up during
his tenure as Dean (1978 - 1984). He confidently led the
Faculty of Science to its prime position in a relatively
short duration compared with other faculties.

Atthe eve of Professor Tharnaratnam’s retirement,
a pang of separation and sadness fell upon us. He is
a spirited academic man of diverse qualities; a gifted
teacher, mentor, trusted advisor, natural leader,
talented administrator, sound debater and excellent
sportsman.

“The Association of Great Souls is rarely obtained,
difficult to understand and Infallible - Narada Muni

I am fortunate to have association with a towering
personality as Professor Tharmaratnam for twenty-

four years, firstly as a Special degree student in
Mathematics and then as a Colleague in the Department
of Mathematics and Statistics. He made Mathematics
interesting to us and has instilled in us a permanent
love for Mathematics and longing to carry it further.

“Mathematical Proofs, Like Diamonds, are hard

as well as clear, and will be touched with Nothing but
Strict Reasoning”’- JOHN LOCKE

His lectures are very original and delightful to
attend. He comes to lectures without any notes or other
materials except with a piece of chalk and conducts
the lectures in a natural and infallible manner. He
is always precise and very rigorous. He has made
notable contributions to the National and International
Mathematical community. He trained and groomed
several promising Mathematicians and published a
number of useful theorems in the Field of Near Rings
and related areas.

By nature, Professor Tharmaratnan is a very calm
and quite person who avoids unpleasant arguments,
and speaks authoritatively when occasion arises.
He was respected by his friends and foes alike.
Undoubtedly, he is a man of the highest integrity and
the greatest impartiality.

I also must mention that Professor Tharmaratnam’s
beloved partner Mrs. Kanageswary Tharmaratnam,
a charming companion took keen interest in his
domestic and social duties allowing him to do an
excellent service to the University during strenuous
years. We extend our gratitude to her. Finally, I wish
and pray that the powerful almighty may shed his
choicest blessing on him and his wife to lead a happy
and peaceful retired life.

Professor Sivakolunthu Srisatkunarajah

Vice Chancellor and Professor in Mathematics, Department of Mathematics and Statistics.
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Emeritus Professor Rajaratnam Kumaravadivel:
An academic and administrator of the highest calibre

Professor Rajaratnam Kumaravadivel was born
on February 3, 1947, in Jaffna. He embarked on
his academic journey at the University of Ceylon,
Peradeniya in October 1965, pursuing a General
Science degree with a focus on Physics and
Mathematics. He distinguished himself early on,
achieving First Class Honours in the General Degree
examination in 1968. This accomplishment led to his
appointment as a Temporary Demonstrator in Physics
at Peradeniya in 1968, followed by a promotion to
Temporary Assistant Lecturer in 1969. Professor
Kumaravadivel then undertook a honours degree
program in Physics, securing First Class Honours
in 1970 and earning the Coomarasamy Memorial
Prize and the Hewavitharana Memorial Prize for his

outstanding performance.

In 1971, Professor Kumaravadivel proceeded
to the University of Bristol, UK, where he pursued
postgraduate studies in Theoretical Solid-State
Physics. He was awarded a PhD in 1975. Upon
returning to Peradeniya in 1976, he played a crucial
role in addressing the department’s acute shortage of
qualified teachers, organizing and conducting lectures
on all theoretical physics topics at the Honours Degree
level.

Professional Achievements

Professor Kumaravadivel’s career is marked by his
commitment to academic excellence and leadership. In
1977, he began commuting from Peradeniya to Jaffna
under challenging conditions to teach physics on
weekends at the then Jaffna Campus of the University
of Sri Lanka. He served as the Lecturer in Charge and
Head of the Department of Physics at the University
of Peradeniya from January 1978 to January 1979. His
role as an External Examiner for the Jaffna Campus
and the Eastern University of Sri Lanka further
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highlighted his dedication to the advancement of
physics education in the region.

In April 1980, Professor Kumaravadivel joined
the Department of Physics at the University of Jaffna
as a Senior Lecturer. He was promoted to Professor
of Theoretical Physics in March 1986 at the age of
39. Over his illustrious career, he trained hundreds
of physics graduates, many of whom hold prominent
positions in universities, research institutions, and

government departments both in Sri Lanka and abroad.
Contribution to Science Education/Teaching

Professor Kumaravadivel was highly regarded by
his students as an exceptional and dedicated teacher.
His meticulous planning and methodical approach
to teaching left a lasting impact on his students.
He played a pivotal role in drafting the physics
curriculum at both the University of Peradeniya and
the University of Jaffna, ensuring the courses met high
academic standards. His commitment to education
extended beyond the classroom, as he mentored and
guided numerous students throughout their academic
journeys.

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of
Knowledge

Professor Kumaravadivel’s primary research
interest lay in the theory of the structure and
thermodynamic properties of liquid metals and
liquid metal surfaces. His work earned international
recognition and commendation from esteemed
physicists such as Professor J.M. Ziman, FRS (UK),
Professor J.E. Enderby (UK), Professor W.H. Young
(UK), Professor Watabe (Japan), and Professor M.
Tosi (Italy).

The International Centre for Theoretical Physics
(ICTP) in Italy, a prestigious institution founded by
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Nobel Laureate Professor Abdus Salam, appointed him
as an Associate for two consecutive terms from 1982
to 1994. Despite the challenging conditions in Jaffna,
he managed to visit the ICTP twice. In 1991, he was
awarded a Commonwealth Academic Staff Fellowship
to pursue research at the Cavendish Laboratory,
University of Cambridge, further solidifying his
reputation as a leading researcher in theoretical solid-
state physics. His extensive contributions to the theory
ofliquid metals are widely cited in numerous research

publications, review articles, and books.

Contribution to the Development of Department /
Faculty/University/Country

Beyond his research and teaching, Professor
Kumaravadivel was a capable and enthusiastic
administrator. He served as Head of the Department
of Physics for nearly a decade and led the Computer
Unit for a time. His leadership was instrumental
in the Faculty of Science’s development, securing
grants worth over 200 million rupees from the World
Bank and other national funding agencies. Elected as
Dean of the Faculty of Science four times and serving
in that capacity for 11 years, he steered the faculty
through challenging periods, fostering growth and
academic excellence. From June 2006 to December
2007, Professor Kumaravadivel served as acting
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna during
a tumultuous time. His steadfast leadership ensured
the university continued to function effectively,
maintaining high standards, values, and principles.
Although he was nominated three times by the
University Council as one of their nominees, twice as
their first nominee, for the post of Vice-Chancellor, his
uncompromising stance and independence prevented
his appointment. Nevertheless, his contributions to the
university, particularly the Faculty of Science and the
Department of Physics, were immense and enduring.
As an administrator he was known to be a strict
disciplinarian, methodical in planning and execution,

a remarkable fund raiser and an uncompromising

administrator fixated on first principles. It is these
qualities that led him to be appointed to the University
Grants Commission which he served for five years
between 2015 and 2020. At the UGC he was tasked
with various reform efforts and was also appointed to
its Management Committee.

Professor Kumaravadivel’s influence extended
beyond academia into community service. His
commitment to the welfare of the university community
was evident during his tenure as Vice-Chancellor,
where he prioritized the interests of staff and students
amidst difficult circumstances. His leadership ensured

that academic activities continued smoothly.

Following the 1977 riots, during which the Kuinchi
Kumaran Temple (University of Peradeniya) was
severely damaged, Prof. Kumaravadivel as a young
academic gave leadership to renovating the temple
and performing its consecration ceremony. From
1972 he has functioned as the Trustee of the Viloonry
Vinayagar Temple in Jaffna. Prof. Kumaravadivel is
amuch respected Hindu Leader in Jaffha owing to his
meticulous management of the Viloonry Vinayagar
Temple. He served as Editor of the Hindu Organ, a
publication of the Saiva Paripalana Sabai for close
to four years. When the Keerimalai Holy Tank was
closed during the war Prof. Kumaravadivel along with
the then Government Agent of Jaffna took pioneering
efforts to renovate and reopen the Viloonri Holy
Tank in 1994 which for the last 20 years has been
providing services to the Hindu populous of Jaftha to
perform their holy rites to their dear departed. Prof.
Kumaravadivel’s career in science and religion is an
inspirational testament to how both can harmoniously

co-exist.

Professor Kumaravadivel’s unwavering commit
-ment to academic excellence, research, and the
development of the University of Jaffna is beyond
any comparison. His legacy continues to inspire and
guide future generations of physicists, academics and

university administrators.

Professor Punniamoorthy Ravirajan

Dean of the Faculty of Science and Senior Professor of Physics, University of Jaffna
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Emeritus Professor Kathirgamanathan Kandasamy:
An outstanding researcher and a dedicated Academic

Background of Education and Academic
Accomplishments

Bornon January 28, 1951, Professor Kathirgamana
-than Kandasamy entered the University of Peradeniya
in 1970 to pursue a four-year special degree in Physics.
He graduated with upper second-class honours,
demonstrating early on his strong aptitude for the
subject. Following his graduation, he was appointed
as an Assistant Lecturer in Physics at the University
of Peradeniya in March 1974. In June 1975, he joined
the newly established Jaffna Campus of the University
of Sri Lanka as an Assistant Lecturer in Physics. His
quest for further knowledge took him to the United
Kingdom in 1977, where he conducted postgraduate
research on the Metal-Hydrogen system at the
University of Keele under the supervision of Professor
N.A. Surplice, earning his PhD in 1980.

Professional Achievements

Upon completing his PhD, Dr. Kandasamy
returned to the University of Jaffna, where he
collaborated closely with Professors Kumaravadivel
and Kunaratnam to uphold and enhance the standards
of physics courses. He played a crucial role in
organizing and developing the Department of Physics,
demonstrating exceptional dedication by establishing
undergraduate laboratories and a well-equipped
mechanical workshop that served the entire university.
Despite the loss of equipment during the mass exodus
of October 1995, he worked tirelessly to rebuild these
facilities in the late 1990s.

His commitment and excellence in academics and
research earned him steady promotions, culminating
in his appointment as Senior Professor of Physics in
2007. Over his illustrious career spanning more than
four decades, Professor Kandasamy trained thousands
of physics graduates, many of whom have gone on
to hold prominent positions in academia, research
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institutions, and government departments both in Sri

Lanka and internationally.

Contribution to Science Education/Teaching

Professor Kandasamy was highly regarded as a
dedicated and hardworking teacher, always available
to assist students and junior colleagues. He taught
almost all the course units offered by the department
over 42 years, leaving an indelible mark on countless
students. His meticulous approach to teaching and
his willingness to clear doubts at any time earned
him admiration and respect from both students and
peers. His efforts in organizing and developing the
Department of Physics significantly enhanced the
quality of education provided by the university.

Contribution to Research and Dissemination of
Knowledge

Professor Kandasamy’s research abilities have
been recognized both nationally and internationally.
He was appointed as an Associate of the International
Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP) in Italy, a
prestigious institution founded by Nobel Laureate
Professor Abdus Salam and sponsored by UNESCO
and TAEA. His research and teaching activities took
him to various institutions around the world, including
the University of Durham, Queen Elizabeth College
in London, the University of Science in Malaysia,
the University of Edinburgh, and the University of
Cambridge, among others.

He held numerous honors and fellowships,
including the Commonwealth Universities Academic
Staff Fellowship, the Associateship ofthe [CTP, and the
Developing Country Fellowship of the Royal Society
of London. He participated in several seminars,
conferences, and workshops, and made study visits
to countries such as India, Pakistan, Yugoslavia,
Italy, and Thailand contributing significantly to the
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global dissemination of knowledge. He spent his
sabbatical leave periodically to pursue collaborative
research work at the Queens University of Belfast,
UK, the Academy of Sciences, Czechoslovakia
and University of Kyushu, Japan in 1987, 1990 &
1997, respectively by receiving flelloships from the

respective universities.

Contribution to the Development of Department
/Faculty/University/Country

Professor Kandasamy was deeply committed
to the development of the University of Jaffna. He
served as Head of the Department of Physics and
Dean of three faculties: Graduate Studies, Science, and
Technology. His leadership during difficult periods
was instrumental in steering these departments and
faculties towards growth and development. He played
avital role in establishing undergraduate laboratories
and a mechanical workshop, which were crucial for
the university’s functioning.

His contributions were recognized by his
appointments to various key positions. He was an
active member of the Campus Board, the Council,
and the Senate for several years, and served on
numerous standing committees of these bodies. His
leadership and administrative skills were further
acknowledged when he was nominated for the post of

Vice-Chancellor twice, in 2005 and 2008. He served
as a Competent Authority of the University of Jaffna
from May 2019 to August 2020.

Recognized Community Outreach Activities

In addition to his academic and administrative
roles, Professor Kandasamy was deeply involved
in community outreach activities. He was a pioneer
member of the National Research Council (NRC),
appointed by the then President of Sri Lanka in 1999,
with his membership being renewed six times. He
played a significant role in training Tamil medium
physics teachers and chaired a committee that
prepared a glossary of technical terms in physics.
His contributions extended beyond the university,
impacting the wider community and advancing

physics education in the country.

Professor Kandasamy’s career is a testament to
his unwavering commitment to academic excellence,
research, and the development of the University of
Jaffna. His legacy continues to inspire and guide
future generations of physicists and academics.
His retirement marks the end of an era, but his
contributions to physics education and the University
of Jaffna will be remembered and cherished for years

to come.

Professor Punniamoorthy Ravirajan

Dean of the Faculty of Science and Senior Professor of Physics, University of Jaffna
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Professor Kanagasabai Thivendrarajah:
A Unique Personality

Background - Education and Academic
Accomplishments

Professor K. Theivendirarajah, a distinguished
figure in the field of Botany, began his academic
journey at Jaffna Central College in Jaffna, Sri
Lanka. He graduated from the University of Ceylon,
Colombo, with a BSc degree in Botany in 1963.
Immediately after graduation, he embarked on
his teaching career as an assistant lecturer at the
University of Peradeniya. In 1966, he moved to
London, UK, to pursue his graduate studies and was
awarded a PhD in Microbial Genetics from Queen
Mary College, University of London, in October
1969. His doctoral research on the “killer character”
of yeast (Saccharomyces cerevisiae), supervised by
Prof. E.A. Bevan contributed significantly to the field
of microbial genetics.

Professional Achievements

Upon returning to Sri Lanka, Professor
Theivendirarajah resumed his academic career at
the University of Peradeniya, where he served as a
lecturer and senior lecturer until 1978. During this
period, he pioneered the teaching of genetics and
molecular biology at Sri Lankan universities, inspiring
many students to pursue research in these fields. In
July 1978, he joined the University of Jaffna as a
Professor and Head of the Department of Botany,
a position he held until 1992. His tenure included a
year at the University of Cambridge (1978-1979)
as a Commonwealth Fellow, researching genetic
recombination in Sordaria brevicollis with Dr. H.K.
Whitehouse. In 1986-1987, he collaborated with Dr.
B.C. Lamb at the University of London, Imperial
College, on gene conversion in Ascobolus immersus.

Contributions to Science Education, Teaching,
Research, and Dissemination of Knowledge

At the University of Jaffna, Professor
Theivendirarajah was instrumental in establishing
graduate studies in the Faculty of Science. He
supervised two PhD and four MPhil students,
significantly advancing the department’s research

output. His contributions to genetics and microbiology
included numerous research studies on the
microbiology of palm juice fermentation, culminating
in his book “Palmyrah Palm — A Monograph” in 2008.
His innovative teaching techniques and dedication to
disseminating knowledge have left a lasting impact on
his students, many of whom have become prominent
researchers and academics worldwide.

Contribution to the Development of the
Department, Faculty and University

Professor Theivendirarajah’s leadership in the
Department of Botany at the University of Jaffna was
marked by significant academic and administrative
achievements. He played a crucial role in organizing the
department and implementing effective management
practices. His commitment to fairness and integrity
was evident when he voluntarily stepped down as
department head to ensure a fair investigation into
an allegation, which was later proven baseless. His
bilingual proficiency in Tamil and English enhanced
his teaching effectiveness, ensuring clear and precise
communication in both languages. Despite the
challenges posed by the civil war in Sri Lanka, he
continued to contribute to the development of the
department and the university.

Recognized Community Outreach Activities

After migrating to Canada in 1992, Professor
Theivendirarajah worked as a charge microbiologist
at Alpha Laboratories in Toronto until his retirement
in 2011. He founded the Jaffna University Alumni
Association (JUAA Canada) and served as President
of the Sri Lanka Graduate Association (SLGA) in
Canada. His active involvement in these organizations
included career counseling and guidance for high
school students, helping them choose suitable
educational paths. As President of the Jaffna Central
College OBA Canada, he remained dedicated to
his alma mater. His students fondly remember his
academic prowess, innovative teaching methods, and
unwavering commitment to education and guidance.
They remain grateful for his contributions and wish
him and his family a long, healthy life.

Mr. Somasundaram Srikathirgamanathan

Former Lecturer, Department of English Language Teaching, University of Jaffna
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Dr. S. Mahesan:
A Legacy of Academic Excellence

Background of Education and Academic

Accomplishments

Dr. Sinnathamby Mahesan’s academic journey
at the University of Jaffna began in 1977 as an
undergraduate student at the Faculty of Science. His
dedication to his studies led to his achievement of
a Second Class Upper Division in his BSc degree,
specializing in Statistics, in 1981. Shortly after, in
1982, he was appointed as an Assistant Lecturer in
Mathematics at the same university. By 1989, he had
advanced to the position of Lecturer in Mathematics.
Dr. Mahesan’s pursuit of academic excellence
continued as he completed an MSc degree in Computer
Science from University College, Cardiff, in 1986,
followed by a PhD in Computer Science from the
University of Wales, Cardiff, in 1992. His commitment
to expanding his knowledge and skills was further
demonstrated when he received the Commonwealth
Fellowship award, which allowed him to spend a year
atthe University of Wales, UK, updating his expertise

in various aspects of Computer Science.

Career Path and Professional Achievements

Dr. Mahesan’s professional career is marked by
his pivotal role in the establishment and development
of the Department of Computer Science (DCS) at the
University of Jaffna. The department was founded
in 1990, with significant contributions from the late
Professor Kanthia Kunaratnam, and Dr. Mahesan
transitioned from the Department of Mathematics and
Statistics to join the newly established department on
October 1, 1990. He quickly rose through the ranks,
becoming a Senior Lecturer Grade II shortly after
completing his PhD in 1992. His leadership roles
within the university included serving as the Head

of the Department of Computer Science from 1997
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to 1999 and from 2000 to 2008, as well as Acting
Head of the Computer Unit. His visionary leadership
extended beyond the department as he contributed to
various World Bank-funded projects at the University
of Jaftna, including the IRQUE project and the HETC
project. Dr. Mahesan also served on the Board of
Directors of the Lanka Education and Research
Network (LEARN) from 2010 to 2014, further
cementing his influence on the development of ICT

services in Sri Lanka.

Contribution to Science Education

Dr. Mahesan played a crucial role in the
advancement of science education at the University
of Jaffna. His efforts included the revamping of the
computer science curriculum to introduce Java as an
object-oriented programming language, ensuring the
sustainability of the Honours Degree programme in
Computer Science. He was instrumental in expanding
the Computer Unit as a centralized resource center,
providing ICT education and access to all students
at the university. His initiatives in establishing
Internet connectivity, email services, and a campus-
wide fiber optic network significantly enhanced the
university’s computing services, bringing them to a
level comparable with other prestigious universities
in Sri Lanka. Dr. Mahesan’s commitment to science
education extended beyond the university as he
participated in workshops, such as the Workshop on
Multimedia and Distance Education at Indira Gandhi
National Open University in New Delhi, India, in
2004, and contributed to the development of ICT

services for research-related activities.
Contribution to Research and Dissemination of
Knowledge

Dr. Mahesan’s contributions to research and
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the dissemination of knowledge are substantial.
He has authored numerous research publications,
including two book chapters, seven journal articles,
13 conference full papers, and 19 abstracts. His
mentorship has guided numerous postgraduate
students to successful graduation, including overseeing
the completion of three MPhil degrees in Computer
Science at the University of Jaffna and co-supervising
two PhD degrees in partnership with the University
of Sheffield, UK, and the University of Peradeniya.
Additionally, he has guided nearly 100 undergraduate
students in their individual research projects, often
managing a substantial workload under challenging
circumstances. His dedication to research and
teaching has left a lasting impact on the graduates of
the Department of Computer Science, many of whom

remain indebted to his mentorship.

Contribution to Development of Department/

Faculty/University

Dr. Mahesan’s contributions to the development of
the Department of Computer Science, the Faculty of
Science, and the University of Jaftha as a whole have
been transformative. As a pioneering member of the
Department of Computer Science, he played a pivotal
role in its establishment and growth. His efforts in
expanding the Computer Unit, establishing Internet
connectivity, and implementing a campus-wide
fiber optic network have significantly enhanced the

university’s infrastructure and services. His leadership

in various roles, including Head of the Department of
Computer Science, Head of the Computer Unit, and
Acting Dean of the Faculty of Science, has contributed
to the university’s development and reputation. Dr.
Mahesan’s proactive efforts in enhancing computing
services, coupled with his visionary leadership,
have elevated the University of Jaffna to a level
comparable with other prestigious universities in Sri
Lanka. His contributions have had a lasting impact on
the university’s development and the academic and

professional growth of its students and staff.

Dr. Mahesan undertook a substantial workload
single-handedly, largely due to staffing shortages,
particularly in challenging circumstances such as
limited computer availability for practical sessions,
power outages, and displacement. He delivered lectures
on nearly all subjects offered by the Department of
Computer Science together with Dr. S. Kanaganathan
and with significant support from temporary staff.
Over the past three decades, Dr. Mahesan has selflessly
and tirelessly shared his knowledge with hundreds of
graduates from the Department of Computer Science,

who remain indebted to his dedicated mentorship.

As Dr. Mahesan embarks on this new chapter in
life, the DCS family extends their best wishes, hoping
it is a journey filled with happiness, good health, and
the realisation of his dreams. We anticipate that he will
continue to journey alongside the DCS community in

all its upcoming endeavours.

Dr. (Mrs.) Barathy Mayurathan

Head and Senior Lecturer in Computer Science, University of Jaffna.
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Golden Memories in a Golden Jubilee Celebration
Memories of a student from the first batch of the Faculty of Science

As I attempt to capture the memories of my
university days at the cherished University of Jaffna,
a myriad of emotions envelops me. Recollections
surge from every corner, making it challenging to
translate the multitude of thoughts into words on
paper. Reflecting on that golden era of carefree
youth, I am reminded of the exceptionally brilliant
and caring professors and lecturers who shaped our
intellect, character and values. The transformative
experiences that evolved us from naive youths into
conscientious adults, along with the academic and
life lessons learned, all vie for recognition in my
narrative. Amidst this, I grapple with the concern of
whether I can adequately honour each of these facets

in my recounting.
Founding of the Jaffna Campus:

Perhaps it might be beneficial for posterity to
provide some historical background information of

the founding of the University of Jaffna.

Itwasin 1973. The Advanced Level examinations
were held in April. By December, the students were
notified of their results and whether they had been

selected for university admission or not.

At that time, there was only one University of Sri
Lanka which comprised five campuses. As the selected
students received information about their admissions
to various campuses, a group of 103 students selected
for physical sciences were left in the dark without
being assigned to any particular campus. As the five
existing campuses lacked the necessary facilities to
accommodate this group, the government decided to
establish a new campus in the north. This goal was
achieved by amalgamating Parameswara College

with the Jaffna College Undergraduate Department,
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two venerable institutions with distinguished history.
This solved the immediate problem of the admission of
this group and helped easing the pressure of increasing

demand for university places in the future.

Amidst numerous messages and rumours about
potential campus placements over a prolonged period,
these students were eventually informed that they
would be assigned to the newly established Jaffna
Campus of the University of Sri Lanka which was
officially to be opened by the Prime Minister, Sirimavo
Bandaranaike. We belonged to the inaugural batch of
the Jaffna Campus but did not fully realise at the time
that we were going to become the ‘’super-seniors”
playing a crucial role in shaping the history of our

beloved university.
Welcoming the students — the first day.

On the morning of Vijayadasami Day in 1974, we
arrived at the Thirunelveli Campus. At an auspicious
time, we were led to a hall situated about a quarter of
a mile from the campus, situated in a lane, directly
opposite it. This hall, founded by the ancient kings of
Jaffna, had long served as a place for providing food
and lodging to travellers and pilgrims bound for Jaffna.
It was maintained in good condition throughout the
ages.

All the students, accompanied by some parents and
visitors, were served a traditional Sri Lankan-style
‘brunch.’ Rice and a variety of delicious vegetarian
dishes graced banana leaves as the main course,
followed by the sweet delicacy of ‘payasam.’ After
the meal, we marched in a procession to the campus,
accompanied by the rhythmic beats of ‘managala’
drums and nathaswaram. The president and two deans
led the way, followed by students and Senior Assistant
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Registrars. As young students, we felt exhilarated at
being treated like dignitaries.

The opening ceremony, conducted in all three
languages, marked a historic moment. The president,
deans, and officials from the Ministry of Education
emphasized our duty and responsibility as the first
batch of the university in their welcoming addresses.
I quote a few excerpts from their memorable speeches:
‘We are in this great and noble endeavour together.
Let us build a successful institution for you and the
future generations. Remember the chief ideal of the
founders of the two great institutions—to enlighten
society through education. Our university motto
correctly reflects this ideal. We expect from you an
army of thinkers, creative personalities, and men and
women dedicated to serving mankind. Today, with
one hundred and twelve students, we launch this
small campus. Don’t forget: ‘Mighty oaks from little
acorns grow.’ In time, it will evolve into a great seat of
learning for generations to come.’ Reflecting on those
grand masters’ foresight, I marvel at their vision today,
fifty years later.

Our journey begins:

The Jaffna Campus was composed of two locations
about 10 miles apart. The main building was at
Parameswara College reserved for the offices of the
President, Dean of Faculty of Humanities and all
Administrative Registrars. It also had a library, a
canteen of satisfactory standard, a large playground
and a library suitable mainly for the arts faculty. The
Vaddukkodai Campus boasted of a modern lecture
hall, an exemplary library, a sportsground with
a stadium and a pavilion and two separate hostel

facilities for men and women.

Parameswara College had been founded by Sir P
Ramanathan, one of the most distinguished sons that
Ceylon has ever produced, who had left an indelible
mark in the modern history of Sri Lanka. Jaffna
College and its predecessor, the Batticotta Seminary
have a long-standing history of producing eminent
and erudite scholars since 1823. The merger of these
two outstanding institutions to create a seat of higher
learning that will foster and flourish the proud literary
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tradition of Jaffna seems to be nothing short of the will
of providence.

First year morning lectures would take place at
Ottley Hall, Vaddukkoddai. At 12.30 the borders
rush to the hostels to have their lunch. A bus service
would shuttle the students back and forth between the
campuses for the afternoon tutorial sessions which
were held at Parameswara College, Thirunelveli

campus.

In the second year, we, the first batch of Science
Faculty students were moved to Thirunelveli. The
second batch was taken into the Vaddukoddai Campus.

The Alumni — The Pioneers:

The President, Professor Kailasapathy, was a
renowned critic of writings in the Tamil language
and literature. His command of English and Tamil
was exemplary. Despite hailing from an affluent
family background, he was known for simplicity
as a professor and had earned a reputation for his
anti-establishment views. He was well known in the
island, having served as the editor of a prominent and
prestigious Tamil daily Thinakaran which was part of
the Lakehouse Group of News Papers. His editorials
were popular and commanded the respect of the elite
and the working classes. We have already heard about
his versatility as a high level intellectual, skilled
administrator and a gifted writer. Some of us have
read many of his books. He cared for every student
and his doors were open to the students at any time he

was on campus.

Dean of the Science Faculty, Professor
Kanagasabapathy was a distinguished and experienced
Mathematician. During his long tenure as the Professor
of Mathematics at Peradeniya Campus, he mentored
a lineage of Mathematicians who later became
professors, deans and vice-Chancellors as well as top
level civil servants and scientists in Sri Lanka and
abroad. Although he was not easily approachable, he
was a disciplined and protective personality with an
attention to details. We were fortunate to have him as
our professor. He taught us every term of the first two
years and his deep knowledge and vast experience
were definite sources of immense inspiration for us. |
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must place it on record that it was the misfortune of our
campus that he passed away in our third year leaving
a vacuum, which was hard to fill. Many years later
when I became acquainted with some professors in the
UK, I was amazed to learn that he had been a widely
known figure among the professors of Mathematics

of international reputation.

Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, Professor
Indrapala was the most friendly and caring type of
person among all the academics. His office was the
first port of call for many of the students from both
the science and humanities faculties. No problem
was too big or too small for him to address. He earned
the trust and affection of the science students which
no doubt would have been a source of envy for other
staff members. It is with utmost sincerity I offer my
gratitude to Professor Indrapala for guiding many of
us through our turbulent transformation from naivety
into adulthood and motivating us to remain focused

on our goals and objectives.

Mr. Varatharajaperumal is another lecturer who
deserves a special mention here. He was the grandson
of the famous poet Navaly Somasundara Pulavar,
one of the most distinguished Tamil poets of the
late nineteenth century. Devoted to the intellectual
development of his students and known as a keen
disciplinarian, he earned a deep awe among students
and staff. His lectures were methodical in the style of
an army drill and his notes were precise. He would
never tolerate even the slightest deviation of attention

during his lectures.

The list will not be complete without mentioning
the name of Dr. Balan Selliah. He joined us midway
during our first year, after obtaining his doctorate in
Statistics from a university in the United States. A true
scholar, he possessed deep and profound knowledge
of Mathematics and Statistics. He hailed from a
family of renowned teachers and principals, who
have upheld the high educational standard of Jaffna
in the last two centuries. Few lecturers could match
his artistry in teaching. We were indeed blessed that
he became our lecturer; the quality of the Statistics
syllabus transformed under his leadership as the head
of the department. Under his guidance, the Jaffna
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Campus’s Department of Statistics soared to the
academic preeminence among all the campuses of the
University of Sri Lanka. An outstanding sportsman as
well, he always emphasized the importance of proper
technique and timing in sports. His students would
undoubtedly remember him forever, for the impression
he left on their hearts was incomparably unique.

The selfless and duty conscious services of many
other lecturers in the alumni like Ginadasa, De Silva,
Malhadeen, Miss Ponnudurai, Easwarathasdan,
Jeyarajah and Mutuvel are recorded here with gratitude
and affection. Mr. Ganesalingam who was following
a doctoral programme in a foreign university, used
to take lectures whenever he was visiting Sri Lanka.
One cannot forget the valuable services rendered by
the staff of the library, administrative and the canteen
in making our student lives smooth and comfortable.

Facing initial challenges:

Many of us felt a twinge of disappointment when
we learnt that the Science Faculty would implement
a modular system. This new approach required the
students to study three modules per term and sit for
exams at the end of each term. It seemed that we would
be perpetually engrossed in our studies, with scant
time left for leisure activities. By contrast, students
from other campuses prepared for exams only at the
end of their first and final years.

Furthermore, we were informed that English
would be the medium of instruction. Main lectures
catering to both Tamil and Sinhalese students were
delivered in English. However, the tutorial sessions in
the afternoons were conducted separately in Sinhala

and Tamil.

We voiced our concerns about this policy to
Professor Kanagasabapathy. He reassured us that
during the evaluation of our answer scripts only the
mathematical content would be considered. No student
would suffer for grammatical or semantical errors in
language usage. He looked us squarely in the eye and
asserted ‘Believe me, you will never regret studying
in English medium. The true value of this will become

apparent once you step into the real world.” Reflecting
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on the words of that great man now, I realise the

profound wisdom in his words.
A memorable incident in the second year:

One late evening, what started as a clash between
two student groups quickly degenerated into a full-
blown brawl. The scene turned chaotic as chairs,
desks and books began to fly through the air, resulting
in injuries. The marshal and his team intervened,
managing to separate the combatants. Yet, despite our
best efforts, an air of tension lingered. Upon hearing
of the incident, the president, fresh from a wearying
journey from Colombo and still in his bathroom
slippers hurried to the campus. His mere presence
shifted the mood towards reconciliation.

He ushered us all to the canteen and we all were
treated with tea and snacks at his expense. His actions
quickly diffused the tension reinstating a jovial and
friendly atmosphere. At the end of the evening, he
shared words that resonated deeply with every one
of us: He said ‘I may be not old enough to be your
father. But I regard all of you as my own children.
And now speaking as a father, remember that your
parents have sent you here with high expectations. Do
not disappoint them. Do not disappoint me’. When he
finished, there wasn’t a single eye that was not filled
with moist. His sincere words spoken from a kind hard
had a profound effect. Our respect and affection for
him for him grew even stronger after that night.

Some memories:

*  We were honoured to host several distinguished
guests during our social nights and hostel parties.
Among them was Professor Karunathilaka, Dean
of Science Faculty, Colombo Campus, who
graced one of our events as the chief guest. He had
been a student under Professor Kanagasabapathy
in Peradeniya Campus. Additionally, Vasu Theva
Nanayakara, an MP, visited our hostel and shared
a meal with us. There were many other notable
visitors, though their names escape me as time

has dimmed those memories.

e Dr. Manickcka Idaikadar, a statistician with
the World Bank, delivered special lectures on
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advanced statistical topics during his visit to Sri
Lanka.

* Upon his return from the U.K. after earning
his PhD, Dr. Gamini Seniviratne imparted his
knowledge on various topics including Eigen
Spaces before taking up a permanent position at
Peradeniya Campus. His exceptional teaching
quickly garnered the admiration and respect of
all students.

*  During our journey, we welcomed two junior
batches into our fold. The student numbers were
rising rapidly.

*  New professors joined our faculty, bringing fresh
perspectives and knowledge.

* The campus landscape transformed with the
construction of new buildings and laboratories.
Sports facilities saw gradual enhancements.

*  We took a significant step by enacting the
constitution for the Science Students’ Union.

In 1977, the political landscape of our country
was reshaped by the winds of change. The general
election ushered in a new government under the UNP,
which secured a substantial majority and embarked
on implementing sweeping economic and political
reforms. Amidst this transformative period, July
witnessed a communal riot fuelled by unfounded
rumours that Sinhalese students had been assaulted
at the Jaffna Campus. Unrest spread nationwide.
It is imperative to set the record straight: we, the
university community, safeguarded our Sinhalese
friends and orchestrated their secure evacuation from
Jaffna. Regrettably, due to security concerns, the
authorities decided to relocate our Sinhalese friends
to Vidyalankara Campus for the remainder of their
studies.

The government responded by convening an
inquiry commission led by the esteemed retired
Justice Mr. Sansoni to investigate the origins of
the riot. Notably, one of our Sinhalese classmates,
Sumanapala, testified before the Sansoni Commission,
affirming that the Sinhalese students were indeed
protected by both students and staff at Jaftna Campus
and were safely returned to Colombo.
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In a strategic shift, the government dismantled
the unified structure of the Sri Lankan University
comprising six campuses and elevated each of the
six campuses to fully-fledged autonomous university

status.

Consequently, as we sat for our final examina -tions
in 1978, we did so as students of the newly established
University of Jaftna.

Final Parting and farewell:

The convocation ceremony was held in the
Veerasingham Hall, Jaffna. Instead of the customary
black attire, we wore vibrant yellow robes- a departure
from convention. The certificates, printed in all
three languages, stood as grand testaments of our
achievements and were notably larger than those
awarded by other Sri Lankan Universities. For our
batch mates, the ‘super seniors’ it marked the most
painful farewell — an unspoken understanding that
our paths might not cross again —a sad realisation that
a pleasant dream was coming to an end. As the sun
dipped below the horizon, casting its golden embrace
upon the magnificent library of Jaffna and the Clock
Tower, we exchanged bittersweet glances — a silent
acknowledgement of a final parting and farewell to a

cherished land of memories.

After our graduation, we ventured into the real
world to pursue our destinies. While some of us sought
opportunities in foreign lands, others remained in Sri
Lanka. Despite being dispersed across various corners
of the globe, separated by distance and obligations,
the spirit instilled in us by our cherished university
continued to unite us—the ‘super-seniors’—in our

shared memories. As we navigated the highs and
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lows of life, the recollections of our university days
provided a profound source of courage and solace. In
retrospect, the experiences we gained are invaluable
treasures, and we would never agree to exchange our
unique journey as the inaugural batch of a new-born

university for anything else.
Conclusion and Greetings:

The motto of our university — ‘Discernment Is
Wisdom’ - aptly encapsulates the essence of true
learning. Our alumni and students carry forward the
torch of knowledge, upholding our long-established
traditions to foster enlightenment. From its humble
beginnings with just two faculties, about one hundred
students and limited resources, our campus has
blossomed into a fully-fledged university. Today
it boasts of numerous faculties, serving over three
thousand students across a diverse array of courses.
The Science Faculty, in particular, has overcome
formidable challenges to reach its current stature, with
each obstacle fortifying its commitment to delivering
exceptional science education. The dedication of
the Dean of Science Faculty, Prof. P. Ravirajan was
particularly commendable when I had the chance to
speak with him. As a ‘super-senior’, I take pride — in
the most positive sense- in having participated in
taking the unrivalled first step of the remarkable,
historic and wonderful journey of our beloved
university fifty years ago. I extend my best wishes for
the Faculty of Science to thrive further and to joyfully
mark its diamond and centenary milestones in time.
On this note, I convey my heartfelt greetings for the
golden jubilee celebration to be a resounding success.

Mr. K. Sivanandan (1st batch)
Former Senior Lecturer at West London College &
Kensington College of Business
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Late Emeritus Professor Kandiah Kunaratnam - From my memories

BLogl Sevaill LwesSler LUThs Slevgédenausle,
S &6T @HITErD, SHeDen MM ST L Lew 1l L
SE WD DT UTMSDU 6erlgs O&w WL
BLESSITRIGET GUTED SaN58 HIDESLD Fled HLTaeT
2 _GTETEN. SHEUTSHEHET 6(h SIS 6rei Mleweralled
UirsrdsasInmT — wewnhs GUITSFIWT &6e0rTSSIaD,
Bupilwed seells slemmuiled 2 SBaUSHGSET SHE0MmISEDT
NeT&ELOMSHS SEHLDHST.

One of our Faculty of Science pioneers, late Prof
Kunaratnam who was instrumental to develop the
Physics department. It’s important to remember him
during this golden Jubilee celebrations for his tireless
contributions to his students, physics department,
science faculty and the University of Jaffha as a whole.
In the vast tapestry of our educational journey, there
are certain figures who stand out like guiding stars,
illuminating the path with their wisdom, compassion,
and dedication. Among them, one individual shine
particularly bright in my memory — Late Professor
Kunaratnam, a beacon of inspiration in the realm of
education. Professor Kunaratnam possesses a rare
combination of warmth, firmness and simplicity,
which instantly creates a nurturing environment in
his Lecture room.

In a world where science is often seen as dry and
inaccessible, where teachers often go unrecognized
for their tireless efforts, Prof Kunaratnam stands as a
beacon of inspiration, illuminating the cosmos with the
radiance of his passion. He was not just a teacher; he
was a mentor, a guide, a role model, an approachable
person without any intimidation and a source of
inspiration for all who have the privilege of learning
from him. And though words may never fully capture
the depth of his impact, I am endlessly grateful for the
light he has shed on my own educational and career

journey, and the journeys of countless others.

But perhaps the greatest testament to Prof
Kunaratnam’s impact is the lasting impression he

leaves on his students. Long after we’ve left his
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classroom, his lessons continue to resonate in our
memories, lives, shaping the way we approach
challenges, embrace opportunities, and interact with
the world around us. He instils in us not just physics
knowledge, but a passion for love of learning, a thirst
for discovery, and a belief in our own potential to
make a difference. This approach stimulates to Love
the subject, physics and leads me to achieve several
milestones in my life like many of his students.

Beyond his infectious positivity, what truly sets
Professor Kunaratnam apart is his unwavering belief
in his students. He sees potential where others might
see limitations and encourages us to reach beyond
what we thought possible. I still remember the
countless times he stayed back after class, patiently
explaining a concept until every student grasped it,
or the encouraging notes he left on our assignments,
reminding us of our capabilities even in moments of
doubt.

He taught us many subjects areas in Physics —
Modern Physics, Classical Mechanics, Quantum
Mechanics, General Relativity, Advanced Electro
Magnetic Theory. Those days it was chalk and
board method of teaching. He very rarely looked at
handwritten notes to explain the subject or wrote the
notes on the board. On many occasions he came to
the classroom without any handwritten notes. With
an infectious enthusiasm that radiated from every
lesson, he embodied the essence of a true educator
who wholeheartedly loved the subject he taught.
He rarely looked at students faces whilst teaching
and only looked at the board or sideways. From the
moment he stepped into the lecture hall, it’s evident
that he didn’t merely teach the subject — he lived and
breathed it. But it’s not just his knowledge and love to
physics that sets him apart. Every lesson was a journey,
guided by his genuine love for the subject. He was
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always on punctual to Lectures and waited for students
even during his tenure as a Vice Chancellor. But
perhaps what truly sets him apart was his unwavering
dedication to his students’ success. He went above
and beyond, offering guidance, encouragement, and
mentorship to every student who walked through his
door even his busy schedules as a Vice Chancellor.
He was always punctual to send the recommendation

letters for higher studies and followed up. I have

noted his unhappiness when I informed him that I
am resigning my academic position at University of
Jaffna after my PhD, but he never got angry or hated
onmy decision and told me that “My children are also
migrated, and I cannot insist on you to come back”.
He was one of my best teachers, mentors, referees and
the interview panel chair of my first Job.

A true gentleman with integrity, ethics, professio
-nalism, and dedication.

Professor Sarasanandarajah Sivananthan

(Senior Scientist, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, Australia,

Adjunct Associate Professor, RMIT University, Australia, Mentor

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

Professor, Bharathiar University, India)
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Dr. Mahesan’s Impact

Dr. Sinnathamby Mahesan, often referred to with
respect as “Mahesan sir,” is an academic luminary
whose unwavering dedication and remarkable
contributions have left an indelible mark on the
Computer Science University of Jaffna. His story is one
of resilience and determination, embodying the spirit
of a true leader who navigated through challenging
times with grace and tenacity. During the turbulent
years of the Sri Lankan civil war, Dr. S. Mahesan
was a beacon of hope for the University of Jaffna’s
Department of Computer Science. At a time when the
academic landscape was riddled with uncertainty and
adversity, he stood as the sole academic staff member
in the department. His commitment and leadership
were instrumental in preserving the department, which
could be likened to a ship battling a fierce storm in the
middle of the ocean. He was the captain who steered
the ship to safety and ensured its survival.

Dr. Mahesan’s remarkable work and guidance
didn’t stop there. His enduring legacy is seen in the
success and accomplishments of his students, who
have spread across the world, becoming researchers,

innovators, engineers, professors, lecturers, teachers,
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Al experts, software developers, designers, and
programmers. He nurtured and mentored a generation
of computer scientists, instilling in them not only the
technical knowledge but also the values of resilience,
hard work, and excellence.

Today, the Department of Computer Science at
the University of Jaffna stands as a testament to Dr.
S. Mahesan’s enduring impact. It boasts a state-of-
the-art building and a distinguished Department,
including two professors, nine senior lecturers, and
three lecturers. This transformation from a one-
person department to a thriving hub of computer
science education and research is a testament to his
vision and tireless efforts. Dr. S. Mahesan’s journey
is a story of inspiration, reminding us that even in
the most challenging circumstances, individuals
with unwavering determination and a passion for
education can transform adversity into opportunity.
His contributions to academia, particularly in
the field of Computer Science, continue to ripple
through time, as his students go on to make their own
significant contributions to the world of technology
and innovation. Dr. S. Mahesan is a true role model,
demonstrating the power of education and mentorship
in shaping the future.

Dr. Shan Suganthan
(Senior ML Engineer & Tech Lead at De Beers Group, UK)
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Early Days at the University of Jaffna

The University of Jaffna, then known as University
of Sri Lanka, Jaffna campus was established in
1974, during a time when media standardization and
district quota systems were prominent. These factors
are believed to have contributed to the civil war.
Nevertheless, founding a university in Jaffna was a
positive step. Instead of constructing new buildings,
the government repurposed Parameswara College,
a boys’ school founded by Ramanathan, and Jaffna
College, established by American missionaries, to
create the university.

My experience at the university, particularly within
the science faculty, offers a glimpse into its history. I
was part of the second batch of science students who
began their studies in 1975. Unlike the first batch,
which only had Mathematics and Statistics courses,
we were the first batch of Physical Science students.
For the initial two years, we used the laboratories
at Jaffna College. The arts faculty and the vice
chancellor’s offices were located at Parameswara
College in Thirunelvely. The first president of the
Jaffna Campus was Prof. K. Kailasapathy, followed
by Prof. S. Vithiananthan. In 1979, the Jaffna Campus
was elevated to the status of the University of Jaffna.

As pioneer students in the science faculty, our
batch owes much to the professors who came
from the universities in Colombo and Peradeniya:
Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy (Mathematics), Prof.
K. Kunaratnam (Physics), Prof. S. Mageswaran
(Chemistry), Prof. K. Theivendirarajah (Botany), and
Prof. K. Ganeshalingam (Zoology). In 1977, when our
batch was in the second year Prof. P. Kanagasabapathy
passed away suddenly and Prof. V. Tharmaratnam
(Mathematics) succeeded him. While I have not
named the lecturers, their contributions were equally
significant in establishing the new university.

Our batch included Sinhala medium students
as well. We started at the University of Jaffna three
Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

months later than other universities. The lecturers
suggested that we could finish the academic year
early by adding one extra lecture per week. All the
students agreed, and we completed the academic year
innine months. However, in the second academic year,
numerous incidents led to the university being closed
multiple times. The August 1977 anti-Tamil pogrom
caused a prolonged closure, extending the second
academic year to one and a half years.

The Sinhala medium students who returned home
during the violence did not come back, continuing
their studies at Thurstan College in Colombo as part
of the University of Jaffna. Tamil medium students
from Colombo and Peradeniya returned despite being
affected by the violence. This period marked the
beginning of the civil war, as the country’s leaders
failed to address the issues at hand, allowing them
to fester.

After two years at the Jaffna College premises, we
moved to Thirunelvely. The only new building at the
time was the current botany building, which housed
the Botany, Zoology, and Chemistry departments.
The Physics department operated from the current
arts common room until the construction of the new
physics building, which we moved into during my
special degree studies.

Upon completing my degree in 1980, I served as
an assistant lecturer in the Physics department until
1982. During this time, [ witnessed the destruction of
the Jaffna library. In 1982, I left for North America for
postgraduate studies and returned as a senior lecturer
in Physics. This move allowed me to avoid the civil
war during its initial intense period. When I returned
in 1989, the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) was
in control of Jaffna. Despite being a lecturer, there
was no immunity from the random roundups and
checks. Prof. A. Thurairajah had just succeeded Prof.
S. Vithyananthan as the Vice Chancellor.
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In June 1990, hostilities resumed between the Sri
Lankan government and the LTTE. From 1990 to 1995,
life in the Northern and parts of the Eastern provinces
was marked by scarcity of modern necessities such as
fuel, electricity, plastics, metals, certain medicines,
and food items, as well as aerial bombings and shelling
by the Sri Lankan armed forces. While the university
premises were spared from bombings and shelling, the
surrounding areas were not. Despite these challenges,
the university continued to function, producing many
notable students who are now professors and lecturers
at the university. I left the country in mid-1994, but
I deeply respect the staff who persevered until 2009,
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enduring multiple displacements, suffering, and

political interference.

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
University of Jaffna, it is important to remember these
challenging times. Despite the civil war, the university"
has progressed along with the rest of the world, largely
due to the advent of the internet. However, I wonder
if current students are fully utilizing the internet’s
potential. Historically, Jaffna has been an educational
hub for people from all over Sri Lanka due to its early
development of educational institutions. My best wishes

for the University of Jaffna to achieve such glory again.

Dr. Sabaratnasingam Gnanarajan
Consultant at Kinaltek Pty Ltd,
Former CSIRO Research Scientist Sydney, Australia
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LIOSMESS08 aIlpe] - SHMHSID GILHHI)LD

seallLiled HOMEQSHEN 6(H BLEHDS QUSEHEGLD
WITLPLILITEDIT&S 16D 2_6TeIT HABETEHLOMENT LOTGITel J&HEHHSE
LGOEEmEDS BLPSLD L@G6US TETLISI 62(Th [H60TL &eurey.
el BeDeTEhETTSH CTETEIETEHD NG elenSHEH&L]
ULIRBESE- LSTS LNTWISSTSS\6T L6ty b sevmey
BlewmBeuMILG). SHIGUTESHEETD BT 196D HledeiIU
SAFTSTTENT [HleneDEDLOUINEINTED 2 WTSTLD 6T(B&S Liletestir
LICDEHEDEOSHEHLOELD LIS S&S) 0LIMMEUTEET, LI6DSHE06D L0
&SIl GSTLMHIGEISDE TDSSTLY 6 (H QUIHLLD
STSHSHEHS Geuewr(hLD.

FTSSO BB LIDSHMESH SHLOSHSHHDE 6UIHBIETM
LOTEMTEUT 6T QLIHLOLITAYLD SiwiedleyaTer 6 (Baefed
QUTLEDSHSHE 6@([H ADDDW TBSHS Smi& SmbHa
B0 HDEnGHEDI GLODOGTETEULT. BTEILD SHLILIQSET60T
6(Th L 1peD SMISUNTBHS LIQUILISDSTET U emL
6T60T [HEITLIT TS H&HELD 62(H eMHOEDLREF IMLI(BSHS)5
Q&TBSSTT.

GTEUTS)| B0l SHITCOLD HBHEHLOTE (LPGHE0T6USF| Glifleyemr
Prof. Rev. Fr. G.F.Rajendram @enenLwig). SieuT e
Burssre SmLiugenTed Father ereit@m LomemreuTger
SIQUEDT SN LITT &H6T. Skl &H6T &1LpemL0&6r 160
f L iea\pBg UmLiul (@ bus Liedg eurGeuenr (BLo.
(SImiseT aubg room ed smis GeuaTef) SrpLoLeus)
QULPEMLD). LIeD FMHMIS STOSOMSITTE SO TEUS)
allfleyenr seum el LUl (B eN(pLd. Seucurm) SHBHSHLOTE
seum eNL LB eflfleyenr father @ayenL wWsTaEsSs e
Bm&HELD. ST allifle)enT QFTLRIGLD GUITE UTee
ssemal eplp el (BSsmear rwUIUTT. S&6Tmed
late @8 u@BW WTETAT&6T 2 6TG6T C1F6 M
SIS, b eNflejmraaer saim eNl(heugl GILOEDLD.
LOTEMTETSHEBHE GBI (LPSHTEDSHSHIUSMS SHDLIIILS)
SQUHEDLL GBHTSHSLOTES E(IHHS|HESHEVTLD.

“BaTe) LD QIBITEhFLD BBISESHTemL 6r(LpLILTl FmiLIm(h
sbsme mire father @eir afifleyewaemer Houm 6L mocd
BUITHEITLD” eTaTm) 6T6ll STl LD C&T e Gerer.
urSflwmrser STGaT Q&FTEOSIDTISHET “SL(Bh &6l
Swéall L(BL” eTatm), ‘b SEemeu S e Soiumy”
eranTml SHwrailer idea. SiL @&l BHEOEOTSST60T
816G ABSSWPD AW UGS SO 6T60r M)
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BleD TS BH6T. SHSEMSTEN FHSTLILILILD 6(H LPEDD
QUBSF. “‘UT e e0&Sle0 BmeHGLD UsrGea &hs
umelleml LoeTeTIILIMLITS” 6TenTm) HleneSEHLIQ S&Henel
QL&IITS FI_(B&BMET. GILOGES MBS &) LST
(Father) eremremen Loeimef&smy. Semevenll GaNbSLIR
excuse me Sir eTeirm)| QILogleumen GIedled (peveslenl (5
2 6T @ar menLpssI@mar. Father ergiaGo Q& mede
afledemen. QulweuFseT eTBUTSHIGLD GUfluieITSHerT
STAT. &6 WOTETEUT S6T Q& FHIUILDTE 6T 60T 60 63
UMTT&SSIDTIEeT.

Father prm@egbgluid eNifleyenr BLESID LmanfIBw
sl SuflLb BbHE SDUSDS HopLIGe BBEES.
@ &L_(hLLM(b, GILOMLY] SyEhenLd, lflelenIsHEnsHE
Bpemauwimen IO 6D, SiFemen Geuafliu(BSSHID
St ererr LIe Be0sS 6 QLOTLOLNGD Sl LjeDEmLD. SLOLD
o &F5flUL STei led L migsertled S(BLOMMILD. STeUTHIS6IT
GTETLISEMET STEUTTTRIGET 6T6M C&FTEDEYI6UTT. BITLD
GTEDDITLD HHGHEDEI Q& 600! Q& TEDE0] FIFILIGLITLD. H6018:E
Gsemauwimen chalk, duster Qetrerr LN erebedITLD HTE60T
sengy office bag enieT Q& TEIN(B QUHETT. b bag 3
BLoeng L5 eneusd), cTedadmauHenmLLD QeuaiiuNed er(h&g!
emauliumir. Black board e gewL (L. omenTeuFgHemert
6(H HLEDE! LITTULITT. HIEDLD QUITEFQISHE TSI LDLD
2 _GITEI WLIET6ITeDSEME SIMLILITT. GBEISHems 6 (HSHL6ma
UTT&SI86 Q&HTTaUTT. HA(BSSS 6Tee BLSELD 6Tenm)
GTLD& & GTEBEM(HE GO QHIILLWD. LTST B&HTailed
ouflw &5 (entrance door of the lecture hall) Ly (]

u@LD. L ems (lecture) @prbLLOTELD.

LIGDEH6ME0E; HLOGLD GTENMITED [HEDED LILDLIGDTE G (HEGLD.
SHEWTEHEBLD GILIENTSHEHLD CFIThg G HensFea: &iflFs:
63T QHTEWTLITLL LD STel eTel D LOMSIFIITeT 6
HDGHEDIL STeiT BaeTelllll LILIQHEESIBME6IT. SpeunTed Smis
QUhG) LMTSSTEO SALILIQUITES eemId GFFlieedeme.
STeneliled 8 ewfl OSTLESLD 5 Loew!] cuemT LOMH)
rr egliy. Zoology wiew chemistry lecture.
SRS\ BB EmIens eol BauanT(BLD. Si8) (oLl botany
lecture. @M mHg WewT(BLO Simi@. Botany wpipw
chemistry practical. Sewr(Bd SRS BHS Bm &
el LLD. BuITFIFLT&HEDH&HE Hlewmw FLOLIETLD 6retm)
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Bxmearalll UL IRMHEHSIGmeT. SH&I6HHTEH GUILIRWIT?

HEDEVESE GHENeFE LIQLILNGSTTSHET.

Chemistry practical @psres Qs &SlGmer.
SILEUMLpgISTer chemistry department @ Te: Sibgé
SLLLLD &L(HD Geuened&6T BL B TN I2(HHESS-
Ground floor ot Bb uresepeTuiled (M LoHepm
SeTm &eT &L (BLomear Bleweoufled SmbHHer. &H
W16 Fnl_MmIGET O (FBLD S1emensg) Lomemnr e seifler
LTEUeD6aT& S SHHSSTE @HTUSLD. (PSETD GUTHL
LOTERTETSHETTED 69(TH U6 Snl LD BITLOLT QULPIESIDE).
Tip-top @per 2 ewLwjL e shoe ey SiewflbsLIR 6
S06TEh(T SHMIGLD BHIGLOTE 6I2SS(HIBG) SbS SplLIe
Gl QFWILPEDDSHHTE IS S MIGHM6T QFWIS DT,
siaursmear im @ Technical Officer @8 MBS
@bt 6TenTm) SHem LS LILI(HEIEND @ TG LOMT 6T 6Tevm)]
Hereny SimiBg Q& menr GLair. Beualll &8l b
BweTEhenT LD [Hlemeney L(BSSISSTET @8 Geuer(BLD.
LTI &HETILSSH D SHS5s siflFewear 2 aTeraul. &
SIETUTEHELD, [BLLIMEHE|LD LIPS dnleuiau. Llereamerfled
6TaT hewTUTmaslLeIT. SHBUTE S6le e0ens aillGL
QgeTml e L.

Chemistry practical Lab mlyioL9) eufléImg. Loglenr
el &) SHDLeT GUITETN) Qleu6Tem6T QleuG6Ta e
& Sip&lw madam, ensullGe GMILL 6TpSL UL
el foolscap paper o Lar B DT. 6
FISTTenT G&FemeD. 6TeeSH HOMSTTALPLD E6demeD.
DHUINBEL 6 (TH 60EE HIRBITTLD. BN QULPEDLOGH S LOTDITS
M USSLOME &L ULIR(BHSF. SSTeug GhILD
UMTLUSTE EHHBSTE0 26T 618 LISELD SITET LIMTEHES
Beuawr(BLD. L& FIMHS SHOIDTET GTeTLS SIS
BsTHNSSBBW 05 &sIng. GuITFflenw SlHos)
LOBHEDEUT 6T GTEIM) QS TETETITTSEIT. GTLDEMLOGILIGDEDITLD
uUTI&g) el (h SHhIB8 2_6iTeIT LoMeMU 26TLOILITEH@EHL 60T
H&&G ell_(h GUTW GlLITT. ST 6T06HE U@L

eT(BLILGTE E6DEmED.

Bio Science ugsaue erarn LIQWITED LOMES
wewirs zoology practical upHlLLD QEFTEOEGSTEET
@&5GauenT(BLD. Zoology lab Genier BUEGme. 6p(H
NG SWITELTET LD e HSIMGI. LI &6h&Has6rT,
L}, 6DETSHEIT UITEDEITSHEIT GTEDEDTHEDSULD @GBETTEIMUITILD
Bn@&eT GUITL(D SHeWLFF8 DUSSH(THLILISTEO G (HEsenm
auTenL. BUTs BUITEH BihS GQUTEDL LIPS 6l L Semmed

L&STentT GBS LOGTSH60S 2 6T (LI ULITIEDEmED.
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7 Sievengy 8 Ul GenssaT (lab bench). @igled
aflswurs ABsHSHU UL e6fl HansH @ STLLe.
seI0eum(H bench 8@ Simeayd gmes) Wlerd, Tegert
LOlerD, (P&G)| LOleTD b Llerd B[h LOlerd GTETM)I SO
demonstrators Siewfl QUGS BIHSIDTT&HET. 69. ..
@10 Z00logy BHeOeIT LIRESETLD ereiiny Blenedgis
OBTENTBL60T. FOTETDTE QUG SHLILILQ.

BEWI& &S STLIRUilaer 6@ &L A5Fl&SIns.
DD HHEDF ST ANDFSS MG S8 OSFICHT, Bhis
8s s lGsT (gGsm Golgi, lysosome, ribosome
GTEITQMEDEDITLD QEFTEITEITTTSHET) GTEITM) &L LQEUNT T &6,
FSHSWIDMTE eTaldH G b SLOHeow sally Gaum)
61810 BLD QSTILGIEDEMED. WITEDTULD @HeDM CIFTEDRISTE
BlenerT8:8 BEUENTLITLD, GTENE) MEmEDEDLD SHLILIRSSITEN
BBHSGH. ST GTaHE partner Shs & HhSHelen
(Netrevnrertled erenngy LA LONS QB (HMISSILI [HEOTLIEN ) “goLD
LOl6rd goLD LOlETD” GTalT M) QEFTED6E0IE: QSITENTBL G THHSTE0T.
6Ten5 @& oL (LD ST QG Fluieedemeols GUITEYILD eTeTm)
Blenensg Breyld QFfleiens GUTBe HeMEDEnIISH
SOOI L IeBeTaiT. 6(HEUTM AHh& practical
WPIMB&SI QUITHLD HILDLOSITE E([THHSS. DbHETTED SIGHET
Hereny smer 6@ HreTw G [H&SIng) ererug)
SILGUMG AsFlwimoed Gum el L gy.

SFTDDEHE UMTSS 6TeDOMESMSWLD LILLOTEHS &)
F5G SCL 1g UM eT(pS BeuenT (BLOMLD. [BIT6HT
CTETESEDSIL|LD LITTSESTHBSTED STGET. CTESHE) SIT60T
61816 BL0 QFFILIENDMEBLL LNME 6TETTSmE SMmIMma.
CTEENGENS GT(LOGIME). GTEIGELD HEMEVEMIIF SEDEVEDILI
@196 6TeuTT partner &3 &enr(h eTeinen CIEFUIGUS)| 6TeTm)
GaL_GL6N. [BTer eTebedrrd &M el GL6lT. Bujd Bews
uMIégs Smi ereiml eph record book e &L Lpe e
DG eLPEITD) QUIHLIRISEBEHE (PEITETT LIS 60 (5 ST
Geir record book. @i FaNwy Sn@ LB el
Seieuere) clear @8 SiHS HINISHES ST GETETTED
05fleh &g eTarml eTend: @ 6GT SpFFFIILD. eTary
partner &L G0 GaL_GL 6. “2 a15@ SLILREWIEETLD
BIENIHE HTILEHGETETTE QFFlEh&HGHT” 6Term)l. “erem
GTOI6UTE: QI GHEN GhTENE & 60T Beum, GT6TE: @LD 69 60T M)ILD
QsIWENEEmED” ETETMITE. “@iLIL HEDEDEDUI HEDEDEMILI
S IREWTTL” GTEITBMET. “erent [BITeut LOL(BGBLD &L LQ6uTIT 6T
GTEDEDIT(MHLD STBEIT Bl IQEUTEUMIGET” GTEITMITEI. 6T E)
Q&BTEHEFD MISETEH BMHHSI. AL S5 (HI0IHS
sriRuiled ggilb OFFILITSS) eTans@ WL (BLD 2 6TeT
HNp&dlevean Eedened. B 6(H FTaGsHs UTseaamen.
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Senior @n@& WL BW erliulp Salauere] Qgerfleur
05 feh&igI? eTalD eTang) FHBsHE&Hems partner &b
BsL_BLer. Partner Qemaranmer “Breyd Steufl Lo
BaLLeuTelT, SHUIHLD SNeueny el Srewr(h QUIHLLD
Faflwgms uipdsauflar record book e LTTE&IS Smei
SMlaTaurmd”, AL, 197 41D QpewT(B LPSHET LPS606D
WITLPLILT6T LGD&HEmes L&D QIGTLMMI&IWGUITS)
SMleIT LIL RISS6IT SIT6i QBT TEFFILITES GUhSImg GUTEYILD
GTETM) BleDe&gd QBTEUTGLET. (SNHS SHHLIEDET). 6Ta)
GrUILIQBWIT eTanTg) LNTEFeDa&E 6(h SI6 SedL 558
sH8smEWw. Unosarear SI8%H ULSMmS LUTT & SI6
EMBeeir. SEBGLP 2 66T GMILIEDL SALILIRGII GT(LPSTLOED
QUFQTHIGEDET (PaTesH@ Llar wmmm) erips) (copy
SHREHS5G OSFIIMOED EH&E&L (BLD 6T6iTeslern HeDeD?
BBT&esled) 6oLILIEDL SBSHET.

S1(BSs practical &@hsH@& GUITE APET (LPSHED &ILPEDLD
BLIHS practical record book swrigsliul (B sign
QUMMRIGL UL GeuenT (hLD 6TeiTlg) eT(LPSLILLITS &L LLD.
eTar®ey et &FliNGs record book sign LiewreL
UL (BeTeSIT 6TeiTm SheuaL 6T eTenay record book Gemen
QUTMRISIL LIMT&&IBMmeT. 6Tede0ML LIL TS @@L Redraw
eTaiTm| GUITL LI LI IR(Bh&E). 6T60T 6T aledl OSFIITS
aflerm Ser D eTe DTS EHbE O ment GL
Bm&EIS).

&TOEF F&HHILD &AM aU(BL Smiglulled e
WpEBTaTiy LIFL60& [BmLQILIDME). BTG (LOGEDITLD Sh6uiTIQ60
B SN g semester (Pepmien LifL engwLITs
OO BITEITSHLD (PLROI6U(HEEIDS). LOTEITEUTSHEIT LIGDT
SISD @G TSHTTAUTHETTEH SBIHHSHT. AHLIBUTH
eNehepmen LILmSudwime GuImARIWT @Geaurydslard
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My Journey at the University of Jaffna
A Tale of Growth, Learning, & Inspiration

Mr. R. Ramanaruban
44th Batch — Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna

Embarking on my journey at the University of
Jaffna was a significant milestone in my life, filled with
growth, learning, and unforgettable experiences. From
the very first day, | was immersed in a whirlwind of
emotions and events that shaped my university years.

First Day of Orientation

The first day of the orientation program was a mix
of excitement and apprehension. As I stepped onto
the university premises, [ was greeted by a lively
and bustling atmosphere. However, the reality of
university life hit hard when we encountered ragging
from the seniors. This initial exposure to ragging was
daunting, but it also served as a rite of passage that
every newcomer had to endure.

Navigating Academic Challenges

As the semester progressed, the academic rigor
became evident. The anticipation of the first semester
exams was intense, and the stress of studying the night
before the exams was palpable. Sleepless nights,
cramming sessions, and the constant pressure to excel
became a routine part of university life. Despite the
challenges, these experiences instilled a sense of
discipline and perseverance.

Balancing academic responsibilities with personal
life was another challenge. Managing study sessions
often turned into late-night discussions, time
effectively between attending lectures, completing
assignments, and preparing for practice, and peer
support played a crucial role in understanding complex
subjects and preparing for exams. These fostering
a sense of camaraderie and mutual support. Exams
required a lot of effort and organization. Group studies
became a regular

Unforeseen Events: Easter Bomb Attacks and
COVID-19 Pandemic

The academic journey took an unexpected turn
with the tragic Easter bomb attacks. The aftermath of
the attacks brought about a somber atmosphere, and
the university community came together in solidarity.
Justas we were beginning to recover, the world was hit
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic drastically
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altered our university experience. For nearly two
years, we transitioned to online Zoom classes. The
shift to remote learning was challenging, but it also
taught us adaptability and resilience. Despite the
virtual setup, we were fortunate to be able to write all
three semester exams at the university, maintaining a
semblance of normalcy. Adapting to online learning
had its own set of challenges. Technical issues,
lack of physical interaction, and the difficulty in
staying motivated were some of the hurdles we had
to overcome. However, the support from professors
and the university administration made the transition
smoother. They ensured that we had access to all
necessary resources and were always available for
guidance.

Involvement in Societies

One of the highlights of my university life was
my active involvement in various student societies.
Serving as the batch representative for the Computer
Society of the University of Jaffna during my fourth
and final year of studies for the honors degree in
Computer Science, I had the opportunity to organize
and conduct online awareness and knowledge-
sharing sessions. During the COVID-19 outbreaks,
I acted as a moderator for these sessions, facilitating
keynote speakers and ensuring smooth operations
via Zoom. This experience honed my organizational
and leadership skills, particularly in managing virtual
events and coordinating with multiple stakeholders.

Additionally, I and fellow batchmates successfully
organized the Thai Pongal festival, a significant
cultural event, marking the completion of the first year
in our new building for the Department of Computer
Science. This event was a delightful success and
well-organized, showcasing my ability to plan and
execute large-scale events. Another memorable
event | spearheaded was “a Thanksgiving party for
our lecturers” organized by our batch. This event
required obtaining last-minute permission from the
dean and managing challenges such as conducting it
during the end-of-course examinations with restricted
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sound levels. Despite these constraints, the event was
executed smoothly with the support of my batchmates,
highlighting my ability to handle pressure and deliver
results effectively.

One of the most cherished memories was organizing
the batch photograph session with our lecturers and
students. We created a photo frame and presented
it to our Head of Department, Mr. S. Suthakar,
during the Thejavu event, symbolizing our batch’
gratitude and unity. I was also a dedicated member
of the Gavel Club, where I actively participated in
both online and in-person sessions. Taking on roles
such as general evaluator and table topic master
significantly improved my English communication
skills and boosted my confidence in public speaking.
Furthermore, my involvement with the IEEE Student
Branch of the University of Jaffna was particularly
rewarding. As an active member of this esteemed
organization, I engaged in various IEEE activities,
which enriched my academic experience and provided
a platform for professional growth.

Extracurricular Activities

A significant milestone during my undergraduate
years was the launch of my debut licensed software
application, Inthiramart, on December 6th, 2023,
at the Agriculture Auditorium, University of Jaffna.
The event, graced by Professor S. Srisatkunarajah,
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna,
and numerous government agriculture officials and
students, was a remarkable success. The product,
developed under the patronage of UBL-Jaffna with
funding from AHEAD, was licensed non-exclusively
to Inthira Group Private Limited on April 18th, 2023.
This achievement marks the debut of a commercialized
software product from the Faculty of Science,
University of Jaffna, and represents a significant
accomplishment. The project, supervised by Dr. K.
Thabotharan, received immense support and guidance,
which was crucial for its deployment in the real world.
The application is also available on the Google Play
Store, where it has garnered positive reviews from
users. This experience not only filled me with pride
butalso provided practical exposure to theapplication
of my computer science education, paving the way for
numerous opportunities for experiential learning and
professional development.
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The commercialization of Inthiramart is a testament
to the practical exposure and learning opportunities
provided by the University of Jaffna. This project
allowed me to apply theoretical knowledge to real-
world problems, bridging the gap between academic
learning and industry demands. The support from
UBL-Jaftna and the AHEAD funding played a pivotal
role in transforming a classroom project into a market-
ready product. This journey equipped me with valuable
skills in software development, project management,
and entrepreneurship, which are essential for my
professional growth. Participating in hackathons and
coding competitions further honed my technical skills
and provided a platform to showcase my abilities.
These events were a great way to test my knowledge,
learn new technologies, and collaborate with like-
minded individuals. Winning or even participating in
these competitions boosted my confidence and added
value to my academic profile.

My Favorite Professor: A Source of Inspiration

Choosing a favorite professor is challenging, given
the tremendous support and guidance I received from
many. However, if [ were to pick one, it would be
Professor A. Ramanan. He recognised my potential
during the presentation of my third-year software
project at the viva. His insistence on licensing and
commercializing my software product was a turning
point, leading to the first licensed software product
from our Faculty of Science. This achievement filled
me with immense pride and was a direct result of his
early encouragement and vision.

Under Professor Ramanan’s mentorship, I also
had the privilege of working on a research project
focused on Paddy Leaf Disease Classification using
Deep Neural Networks. Since November 2023, [ have
been involved in collecting field samples by visiting
paddy fields and taking photographs to create a high-
resolution public dataset.

With his guidance, I successfully created the dataset
to dataset to fine-tune a pre- trained deep learning
model with a channel attention mechanism to classify
four classes of paddy leaf diseases prevalent in the
northern region. This project was not only successful
but also profoundly inspiring, as it involved hands-on
fieldwork and cutting- edge research, deepening my
understanding and passion for the field.
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Research and Internship Experience

The University of Jaffna provided me with
incredible research and internship opportunities,
which were pivotal in my academic and professional
development. I was fortunate to conduct my
undergraduate research under the guidance of
Professor M. Siyamalan. My research focused on the
“Effect of Loss Functions for CNN-based Mask and
Mask-free Face Recognition”. This project, my first
significant research endeavor, involved more than 400
hours of intense study and experimentation.

Under Professor Siyamalan’s supervision, |
presented my research as a poster presentation at the
SL-SWCS workshop and earned a distinction for
my six-credit-worthy research. This achievement
was a testament to the hard work and dedication I
had invested in the project. I was also privileged
to utilize the high-performance computing facility
at the Department of Computer Science to support
my research. Access to this facility was limited to
students who excelled in their research work, and I am
immensely grateful for this opportunity. The ability
to access this facility remotely from my home was a
significant advantage, allowing me to work efficiently
and effectively. A huge thanks to my supervisor for
providing me with this access and supporting me
throughout my research journey.

In addition to my research work, I undertook a
six-credit-worthy internship during my last semester
at Codelantic (Pvt) Ltd, a UK-based software
development company with a branch in Jaftha. Working
as abackend developer, I gained hands-on experience
with Java-Spring-boot development and Selenium
automation. This internship was an invaluable
experience, allowing me to apply theoretical concepts
learned in the classroom to real-world scenarios. It
also helped me brush up my programming skills and
prepared me for future employment in the industry.
Balancing the demands of a six-credit research
project and a six-credit internship was challenging
but immensely rewarding. Both experiences were
instrumental in shaping my professional skills and
provided me with a comprehensive understanding
of both academic research and practical industry
applications. These experiences also highlighted the
importance of time management and prioritization, as
had to juggle multiple responsibilities simultaneously.
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Sports and Entertainment

My involvement in sports and entertainment
activities was another vital aspect of my university
life. Participating in Science Week every year was a
highlight, as it brought together students from different
disciplines to showcase their talents and engage in
friendly competition. [ actively participated in various
sports such as cricket, Elle, and chess, and [ am proud
to have been part of teams that won championships.
These experiences not only honed my physical skills
but also taught me the importance of teamwork,
perseverance, and strategic thinking. The talent show,
an integral part of Science Week, was an awesome
cultural event where students could recognize and
display their hidden aesthetic talents in singing and
dancing. This event was a vibrant celebration of our
diverse cultural backgrounds and talents. Irrespective
of race, we joined together to make the event more
colorful and memorable. The talent show provided a
platform for self-expression and creativity, allowing
us to bond over shared experiences and appreciate the

rich cultural tapestry of our university community.

Reflecting on Growth and Inspiration

Looking back, my time at the University of Jaffna
was a blend of highs and lows, each contributing to my
personal and academic growth. The challenges, from
rigorous academic demands to coping with unforeseen
global events, shaped me into a resilient and adaptable
individual.

Although I met many good souls who helped me
navigate and succeed in my degree program, [ couldn’t
find a life partner as many others typically do during
their university years. My focus on acquiring a quality
education and deepening my knowledge was my top
priority. However, the achievements and experiences
I have gained during these four years have truly
satisfied me.

In conclusion, my journey at the University of
Jaffna was a transformative experience that shaped me
into the person I am today. The University of Jaffna
will always hold a special place in my heart, and [ am
proud to be an alumnus of this esteemed institution.
I look forward to applying the lessons learned and
the skills acquired to make a meaningful impact in
the world. Thank you, University of Jaffna, for an
incredible journey.
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Embracing Opportunities and celebrating diversity
My Multifaceted Journey at University of Jaffna

M. F. F. Fasmina
(2016/SP/253, 42nd Batch, Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna)

My time at the University of Jaffna (UolJ),
particularly within the Department of Mathematics
and Statistics, stands as the golden era of my life.
Pursuing a combination of Pure Mathematics, Applied
Mathematics, and Statistics was a journey marked
by endless possibilities, new friendships, and an
academically challenging environment that fuelled
my dreams. The rigorous coursework, insightful
seminars, and the supportive faculty at UoJ provided
asolid foundation for my future endeavours. From the
moment [ stepped into the university, I was surrounded
by an atmosphere of learning and growth. The
initial days were filled with a mix of excitement and
nervousness, but the welcoming nature of the faculty
and fellow students quickly made me feel at home.

The department was a place where intellectual
curiosity was encouraged, and every lecture was a
new opportunity to delve deeper into the world of
mathematics and statistics. The academic journey
at UoJ was both challenging and rewarding. The
curriculum was designed to push our boundaries
and encourage critical thinking. Each course was
meticulously structured to cover both theoretical
concepts and practical applications, ensuring that we
gained a comprehensive understanding of the subjects.
The faculty members were always available to clarify
doubts and provide guidance, which played a crucial
role in my academic success. Pure Mathematics, with
its abstract nature, was both intriguing and demanding.
The beauty of solving complex problems and proving
theorems was an experience that I cherished. Applied
Mathematics, on the other hand, allowed us to see
the practical implications of mathematical concepts
in real-world scenarios. Statistics, with its focus on
data analysis and interpretation, was particularly
fascinating and has been instrumental in shaping my
career path.

One of the most memorable academic experiences
was working on my final year projectunder the guidance
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of Dr. S. Arumairajan. The project required extensive
research and data analysis, and Dr. Arumairajan’s
support was invaluable. His ability to listen attentively
and provide constructive feedback helped me
navigate through the challenges of the project. His
encouragement and belief in my capabilities boosted
my confidence and motivated me to put forth my
best effort. As an active member of the Math Society,
I had the opportunity to participate in a variety of
activities that enriched my university experience. The
Math Society was a vibrant community of students
who shared a passion for mathematics and statistics.
We organized study groups, guest lectures, and
mathematics competitions, which not only deepened
our understanding of the subjects but also fostered a
sense of camaraderie among us. The study groups were
particularly beneficial as they provided a platform
for collaborative learning. We would meet regularly
to discuss difficult topics, solve problems, and share
knowledge. These sessions were instrumental in
enhancing our understanding and performance in
exams.

The guest lectures, delivered by eminent
mathematicians and statisticians, were another
highlight. These lectures exposed us to advanced
topics and cutting-edge research, inspiring many ofus
to pursue further studies in mathematics and statistics.
Paticipating in mathematics competitions was an
exciting and challenging experience. The competitions
tested our problem-solving skills and ability to
think on our feet. Preparing for these competitions
involved rigorous practice and teamwork, which
helped us develop a strong foundation in mathematical
concepts. While academics were a significant
part of my university life, I also had a passion for
extracurricular activities. During my school days, |
was actively involved in various sports and cultural
events, and I wanted to continue this tradition at
university. However, certain circumstances limited
my involvement in extracurricular activities during

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna



Golden Jubilee Magazine 2024

my initial years at UoJ. Despite these challenges, I
managed to participate in the Elle competition during
the 2018 Science Week, organized by our batch. I
also took part in quiz competitions organized by the
University of Colombo and the inter-faculty quiz
competition organized by the Muslim Masjis, where
I'won second place.

The Elle competition was a memorable experience.
It was an opportunity to take a break from the rigorous
academic schedule and engage in a fun and competitive
activity. The event brought together students from
different departments, fostering a sense of unity
and teamwork. Participating in the competition
reignited my passion for extracurricular activities and
demonstrated the importance of balancing academics
with other interests. One of the most enriching aspects
of my time at UoJ was the opportunity to explore
and celebrate different cultures. The university was
a melting pot of students from diverse backgrounds,
each bringing their unique traditions and celebrations.
I had the privilege of participating in various cultural
festivities, such as Vesak and New Year celebrations,
traditional Kolam making, and many other festivals
from different religions. Vesak, the celebration of
Buddha’s birth, enlightenment, and death, was a
particularly memorable experience. The campus was
adorned with colourful lanterns, and the atmosphere
was filled with a sense of peace and tranquility.
Participating in the celebrations gave me a deeper
understanding of Buddhist traditions and the values of
compassion and mindfulness. New Year celebrations
were another highlight. The festive atmosphere,
traditional games, and delicious food brought a
sense of joy and togetherness. These celebrations
were a reminder of the rich cultural heritage that
we share and the importance of preserving these
traditions. Traditional Kolam making was a fascinating
experience. Kolam, a form of art created using rice
flour or chalk powder, is a common practice in South
Indian households. Participating in Kolam making
allowed me to appreciate the artistic skills and cultural
significance of'this tradition. It was a wonderful way to
connect with fellow students and celebrate our shared
cultural heritage.

These cultural experiences broadened my
understanding of diversity and fostered a sense of
unity and appreciation for our university’s vibrant
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community. They taught me the importance of
respecting and celebrating different cultures, which
has been a valuable lesson in my personal and
professional life. Being part of the organizing
committee for our annual cultural festival was one
of the most rewarding experiences of my university
life. The festival was a celebration of the diversity and
spirit of our university community. Organizing such
a large-scale event required meticulous planning,
teamwork, and leadership skills. The preparation
for the festival began months in advance. We had
to coordinate with various departments, arrange for
performances, manage logistics, and ensure that
everything ran smoothly on the day of the event. It was
a challenging task, but the support and enthusiasm of
my fellow committee members made it a memorable
experience. The festival itself was a grand success.
It was a joy to see our efforts come to life in vibrant
and memorable events. The cultural performances,
traditional games, and food stalls brought the campus
to life and created a sense of unity and celebration.
Being part of the organizing committee allowed me
to develop leadership and organizational skills and
celebrate the diversity and spirit of our university.
One of the significant opportunities I had during
my time at UoJ was interning at the Department of
Census and Statistics. This experience was invaluable
as it allowed me to apply my statistical knowledge to
real-world data analysis and gain practical insights
into the workings of national statistical systems. The
internship involved working on various projects that
required data collection, analysis, and interpretation.
I had the opportunity to work with experienced
statisticians and learn about the methodologies
and techniques used in national statistical surveys.
This hands-on experience was instrumental in
bridging the gap between theoretical learning and
practical application. In addition to the internship,
the Department of Mathematics and Statistics at UoJ
organized workshops on mathematical software and
data analysis. These workshops provided us with
the necessary skills to handle complex data sets and
perform advanced statistical analyses. The knowledge
and skills gained from these workshops have been
invaluable in my professional career.

Throughout my university life, almost all the
lecturers inspired me with their attitude and behaviour
in different ways. Two lecturers, in particular, left
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a profound impact on me: Dr. S. Arivazhagan and
Dr. S. Arumairajan, both of whom were Statistics
lecturers I met in my first year. Dr. S. Arivazhagan,
the Head of the Department during our period, was
always approachable and greeted us with a warm
smile. His words of encouragement and his simple,
down-to-earth nature amazed me. I often wondered
how someone could be as humble and kind as he
was. Despite his busy schedule, he always made time
for us and was willing to help with any academic or
personal issues. His dedication to teaching and his
ability to explain complex concepts in a simple and
understandable manner made him an exceptional
educator. Dr. S. Arumairajan provided exceptional
support throughout my final project. He was always
there to listen, offering invaluable guidance and
treating us with utmost respect. His superb qualities of
being attentive and caring made a significant impact on
my academic journey. Dr. Arumairajan’s enthusiasm
for Applied Mathematics and his dedication to
teaching were remarkable. He had a unique ability to
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make complex topics understandable and instil a love
for the subject in his students. His mentorship not only
guided us academically but also shaped our character
and future, making each day at the university better
and more meaningful. Both Dr. Arivazhagan and Dr.
Arumairajan played pivotal roles in my academic and
personal development. Their dedication, kindness,
and ability to inspire have left a lasting impression on
me. They taught me the importance of perseverance,
humility, and the value of education, which have
been guiding principles in my life. In conclusion,
my time at the University of Jaffna was a period of
immense growth and learning. The combination of
rigorous academic training, participation in student
societies, involvement in extracurricular activities,
cultural exploration, and the support of inspiring
faculty members made my university experience truly
enriching. The memories and lessons from UoJ have
had a lasting impact on my personal and professional
life, and I will always cherish the golden era of my life
spent at this esteemed institution.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Embracing Diversity and Excellence
My Journey at the University of Jaffna
Experiences within the Department and Faculty

Mr. S. Anu Rakavan
(2013/SB/091 39th Batch Faculty of Science, University of Jaffna)

My academic journey at the University of Jaffna,
specifically within the Faculty of Science, was a
transformative period marked by rigorous learning,
collaborative projects, and significant personal growth.
I was part of the 39th Batch, a group distinguished by
its rich diversity and unity. Our batch was a melting
pot of cultures, reflecting the vibrant, multi-ethnic

fabric of our community. This diversity was not merely
a backdrop but a dynamic force that enriched our
academic and social experiences.

As a trilinguist, I had the unique advantage of
seamlessly integrating into various student groups
and committees. This linguistic versatility allowed me
to contribute effectively to numerous initiatives and
events that became defining moments for our batch.
One of the highlights was the first batch-hiking trip to
Hanthana, which required meticulous planning and
coordination with the University of Peradeniya. This
trip was more than just an outdoor adventure; it was
a bonding experience that strengthened our batch’s
camaraderie.

Another memorable event was our batch get-
together at Thalsevana Hotel in KKS. Organizing
this event was a logistical challenge, but the outcome
was a resounding success, filled with joy, laughter,
and a sense of belonging. It was an opportunity for us
to reflect on our journey, celebrate our achievements,
and reinforce the bonds we had formed.

Creating our batch magazine and souvenir was
another significant milestone. This project required
collective effort and creativity, capturing the essence
of our experiences and preserving them for posterity.
Additionally, we introduced esports into Science
Week, a novel idea that brought a modern twist to

traditional academic events, engaging students in
new and exciting ways. The introduction of the Holi
Festival was particularly special. Holi, known as the
festival of colors, symbolizes the victory of good over
evil and the arrival of spring. Celebrating Holi at our
university was a vibrant and joyous occasion that
transcended cultural boundaries, fostering inclusivity

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

and unity among students.

Participation in Extracurricular Activities

Extracurricular activities played a pivotal role
in my university life, complementing my academic
pursuits and contributing to my holistic development.
Under the mentorship of Prof. P. Iyngaran from the
Department of Chemistry, I had the privilege of
joining the university’s chemistry debate team. This
opportunity was a turning point in my extracurricular
involvement. The debate team competed in the all-
island debate competition, where I had the honor of
captaining two unbeaten championships. Leading
the team was a challenging yet rewarding experience
thathoned my leadership, critical thinking, and public
speaking skills. Additionally, I coached the university
team, helping them achieve the first hat-trick in the
history of the debate competition. This achievement
was not just a personal milestone but a testament to
the collective effort and determination of our team. It
was a proud moment for the University of Jaffna and
a highlight of my extracurricular journey.

Basketball was another significant aspect of my
university life. As a member of the University of
Jaffna Basketball team for four years, I represented the
university in the Inter University games each year. My
involvement in basketball extended to the Inter Faculty
Basketball competitions and various basketball club
matches. These experiences were instrumental in
developing my teamwork, discipline, and resilience.

Involvement in Student Society

My tenure as the president of the Chemical Society
for the year 2017/2018 was a period of immense
learning and accomplishment. Leading the Chemical
Society was a challenging yet fulfilling experience
that allowed me to make a meaningful impact. We not
only continued the society’s annual activities but also
introduced new initiatives that set a higher benchmark.
One of our significant achievements was organizing
the Inter-level debate competition, which provided a
platform for students to showcase their debating skills
and engage in intellectual discourse. We also initiated
the Inter-level Chemistry Quiz Competition, a fun and
educational event that encouraged students to deepen
their understanding of chemistry.
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Community outreach was another area where
we made significant strides. We organized beach
cleanup programs, reflecting our commitment to
environmental sustainability and social responsibility.
Fundraisers such as selling lab coats and safety goggles
to freshman chemistry students, along with buttons
and pins, were successful initiatives that supported the
society’s activities and fostered a sense of community.
A landmark achievement during my presidency
was the creation of the first digital version of the
ChemiSphere magazine. This initiative modernized
our communication approach and made the magazine
accessible to a broader audience, ensuring that the
knowledge and experiences shared in its pages reached
as many students as possible.

Organizing the Celebration of Festivals

Cultural and religious celebrations were integral to
our university life, providing opportunities to embrace
our heritage and celebrate our diversity. I actively
participated in organizing and celebrating various
festivals, including Thai Pongal, Tamil Sinhala New
Year, and Vesak. These celebrations were vibrant
occasions that brought students together, fostering a
sense of unity and cultural appreciation.

In addition to religious festivals, we organized
batch “Welcome parties” for juniors and “Going down
parties” for seniors. These events were significant
milestones in the university calendar, marking
the beginning and end of academic journeys and
creating lasting memories. Music was another
important aspect of our celebrations. We performed
in multilingual song singing and participated in
western and Karnatic musical instrumental orchestras.
These performances were not just about showcasing
talent but also about celebrating the rich musical
heritage of our diverse community. Opportunities for
Experiential Learning or Professional Development
Although our undergraduate program did not include
formal internships, I was fortunate to have several
opportunities for experiential learning and professional
development. Under the guidance of Dr. Sivatharshini
from the Department of Chemistry, I completed a
Certificate

Course on Instrument Handling at the Sri Lanka
Institute of Nanotechnology (SLINTEC).

This course provided hands-on experience with
advanced scientific instruments, enhancing my
practical skills and knowledge. We also undertook
industrial visits in Colombo as part of our academic
requirements. These visits were invaluable, providing
insights into real-world industrial processes and
applications of chemistry. They also offered
networking opportunities with professionals in the

-204-

field, broadening our horizons and preparing us for
future careers.

In 2017, I had the privilege of representing the
University of Jaffna in the “National Green Innovator
Competition,” thanks to Prof. Sasikesh. Along with
my batch mate, Mr. Aeneas Jerron, we developed
the “Gamified Reverse Vending Machine,” a project
that won second place in the competition. This
experience was a testament to the innovative spirit and
collaborative effort within our batch, and it provided
a platform to showcase our ideas and creativity on a
national stage.

My research journey at the University of Jaftna
was equally enriching. Under the mentorship of
Prof. P. Iyngaran and Prof. Kuganathan, I conducted
cutting-edge research in computational chemistry.
This research not only contributed to my academic
development but also had a lasting impact on
the Department of Chemistry. Our work led to
computational chemistry becoming an annual research
topic within the department, ensuring that future
students could explore this fascinating and rapidly
evolving field. Favorite Professor and Inspiration

Throughout my academic journey, [ was fortunate
to have the guidance and support of many exceptional
professors. Among them, Dr. Sivapalan and Dr. (Mrs)
Sivapalan stand out as my most cherished mentors.
Their dedication to teaching and their ability to
inspire students left a profound impact on my life. Dr.
Sivapalan and Dr. (Mrs) Sivapalan recognized my
potential as a public speaker early on and nurtured
my debating skills. Their mentorship extended
beyond academics, imparting valuable life lessons
that have shaped my character and career. Their
unwavering support and belief in my abilities gave
me the confidence to pursue my goals and excel in
various fields.

In conclusion, my time at the University of Jaftha
was a period of immense growth, learning, and
unforgettable experiences. The supportive academic
environment, coupled with diverse opportunities for
personal and professional development, equipped
me with the skills and knowledge to pursue my
aspirations and contribute meaningfully to society.
My journey was enriched by the vibrant community,
dedicated mentors, and the numerous challenges and
achievements that have become an integral part of
who [ am today.

The University of Jaffna provided a nurturing
ground for my academic and personal development,
and I am grateful for the experiences and memories
that will forever remain close to my heart.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Tertiary Education of Sri Lanka in the Prospective of Skills Development

Mr. Sivananthan Pathmanathan,
Mathematics Teacher, Rose Bay Secondary College, New South Wales, Australia,
Former Assistant Program Manager of the Skills Sector Development Program,
Ministry of Skills Development and Vocational Training, Sri Lanka

Introduction:

Our lasting legacy of colonisation is that school
education and technical training have flourished in Sri
Lanka, fostering an underperforming human capital.
It is universally recognised that its citizens prioritise
education more than any other desire. Despite the high
literacy rate 0£93.3% in 2021 and the strong emphasis
on education in the country, there is a significant
disconnect between general education and technical
training and the country’s labour market. This is a
pressing issue that requires immediate attention.
Therefore, this article aims to analyse potential reasons
for this gap and propose feasible measures for reducing
it. Due to the time constraint, the scope of this writing
is restricted to formal education at the tertiary level
in Sri Lanka in terms of its relevance and usefulness
rather than its teaching and learning standards.

Context of potential issues:

According to the country’s long history of education,
the aspirations of the youth predominantly favour
white-collar jobs in the public sector. More than three
hundred thousand young male and female students
enrolled in schools annually dream of becoming
doctors, engineers, and civil servants. The aspiration
for academic education is at the forefront of their
choices. Unsurprisingly, most pupils are attracted to
national universities and higher education institutions
to fulfil their desire to obtain a degree and to work
in the service sector. However, the societal stigma
of technical and vocational education and training
(TVET) as a second-tier option is a significant barrier
to employment opportunities. As a nation, we must
address the skills gap and the resulting unemployment
in Sri Lanka, a situation that significantly hinders
our nation’s development. Promoting the value of
TVET is a critical step in reducing the skills gap and
improving the labor market in the country. As the
skills shortages directly result from these aspirational
expectations, the demand for employable graduates
prevents the growth of industries. It causes rising

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna

unemployment among school leavers and university
graduates. Unexpectedly, graduates from the TVET
sector also face unemployment or underemployment
due to skills mismatch and the absence of social and
soft skills components in their training programmes.
Though this situation may arise due to less work
opportunities in the manufacturing industry, other
industries and the international labour market are still
open to skilled personnel. Graph 3.1.1.5 indicates
the high unemployment rate among the persons who
possess G.C.E (A/L) and above qualifications, with
79.3% of the aged group under 29 years in the 1%
half of 2023 in the county. This is one of the burning
issues preventing progress in Sri Lanka, as important
as the country’s prevailing economic crisis and
financial instability. The national unemployment rate
of'4.7% in 2023 and the economic downward (- 2.3
GDP growth rate) resulting in inflation (4% in 2023)
have increased social issues like domestic violence,
poverty, and political demonstrations, which are signs
of this unproductive phase in Sri Lanka.

Source: Labour Market Information Bulletin-
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Vol. 1/2023 of Tertiary and Vocational Education
Commission, Colombo.

Feasible measures:

The technology stream introduced in schools, jointly
initiated by the Ministry of Education and the Ministry
of Skills Development initially in 250 selected high
schools in 2014, somewhat bridges general education
and TVET. However, employable skills are not fully
integrated into school curricula or degree programs.
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Many argue that learning natural science is purely
acquiring knowledge in reading degree programs and
thatimparting employable skills is not the core business
of degree providers. However, the expectation that
through learning and its ultimate objective is a higher
living standard through fruitful employment is aligned
with the learning principles' of the 2 1st century. Hence,
learning should be meaningful not only in knowledge
sharing but also in skills implanting to meet learners’
career aspirations.

Skills setting and curriculum development are critical
ifthe gap between the learning content and workplace
requirements is to contract. It is imperative that
universities collaboratively work with job providers
and related industries to design and deliver suitable
courses to enable their graduates to get employment
by addressing the demand for skills requirements in
the areas concerned. For this purpose, institutes must
undertake networking and career guidance services to
benefit their students and the nation.

An integrated curriculum is the best vehicle for
incorporating workplace requirements into learning
content. Many educational organisations have begun
the process of enriching course content with a mixed
flavour of knowledge and skills components to
empower their undergraduates in areas relevant to
the world of work. For that, academics receive advice
from their research and development units. At the same
time, training providers obtain input from sector skills
councils of professionals from relevant industries to
determine the competencies needed to do a job. In
parallel with workshops and seminars, assignments
and project work have become more popular learning
methods among young adult learners. They are
a potential means of sharing workplace insights
while interacting with multidisciplinary personnel.
Undertaking research and development work has
become a part of the education providers’ business.
They use these avenues to train undergraduates to
gain hands-on experience and industry exposure,
where graduates can apply their in-house learning in
a real-time work environment. This will undoubtedly
increase their chances of employment through on-the-
job training and internships where they gain technical
know-how. Furthermore, job fairs and career expos
provide opportunities for graduates to meet potential
employers and explore the skills requirements in their
career aspirations.

Work-related learning is not just another approach; it
is an essential paradigm shiftin both TVET and higher
education. This integrated approach gives graduates
invaluable workplace experience during their degree
programs in tertiary institutes. Industry projects,
fieldwork, and work simulations help graduates enhance
their employability. In industry projects, students
work on real-time projects at leading organisations
to get work readiness experience. Research students
collaborate with startups, non-profits, and corporate
organisations in order to enhance mobility in their
career paths. They undertake internships within the
industry related to their research work or field study.
Industry placements are beneficial and credible for
apprentices who can gain confidence and the ability to
work with modern technology. They also learn about
organisational behaviours and workplace culture.
These arrangements develop graduates’ confidence
in working in real-time environments before starting
their permanent employment.

Entrepreneurship is another measure of innovative
work startups that are flexible while accommodating
novel ideas in business. Young graduates could start
a new business or modernise their family business
with the facilitation of mentors in their fields to
prepare business plans and face challenges in their
new business. Experienced entrepreneurs could
facilitate the growth of new entrepreneurs under
this arrangement. Training providers and national
universities could consider these strategies when
employing their young graduates. Exposing new
entrepreneurs to tracer studies will inspire them to
forge a pathway for themselves. The added benefit
is that institutes enhance customer satisfaction and
reputation by rebranding their programmes to boast
employment through demand-driven education and
training.

Soft skills and multi-language proficiency are not
just additional assets but essential requirements
for offshore employment in the globalised world.
In the current scenario, countries like Sri Lanka
train their manpower with a keen eye on foreign
employment opportunities. Tertiary institutes are also
actively seeking collaborations with multinational
companies to provide direct employment opportunities
for their graduates. In this context, proficiency in
foreign languages is the key for those seeking to
work overseas. Equally important are employable

1 learning to know (learn), learning to do, learning to live, and learning to be.
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competencies, including ICT and interpersonal skills,
such as emotional intelligence, team cohesion and
coordination, leadership qualities, and social attributes,
which will be valuable additions to education. These
skill sets are beneficial and vital when working with
diverse personnel who have different social norms
and cultural values. The importance of these skills
for employment opportunities cannot be overstated,
making them a significant focus of education and
training.

As a part of embedding these soft skills and social
attributes in our young undergraduates, the Jaffna
University Graduates Association (JUGA) in
Australia, the first alumni association, has jointly
worked with the faculty of Science at the University
of Jaffna. The association supported a Life Skills
program for the personality development of 350 new
undergraduates in 2023 in six modules?. This was
aligned with the Active Citizens program through
community action projects developed by the British
Council. Science undergraduates from various parts
of the country have engaged in four days of indoor
training and implemented 13 community-based
projects in different themes (social responsibility and
civic engagement, health and wellbeing including
mental health, gender equity and equality, domestic
and gender-based violence, food security and climate
change) in a group setting under the able guidance
and coordination of Prof. K. Gajapathy, Department
of Zoology, Prof. P. Ravirajan, Dean, Faculty of
Science, and Dr T. Sathiyamoorthy, Director of the
Jaffna Teaching Hospital. After the massive success of
this initiative, JUGA has planned to conduct a similar

program in collaboration with the Tamil Department
of the Faculty of Arts, University of Jaffna.

Undergraduates engaged in indoor group activities

and outdoor community projects under the Life Skills
program.

Conclusion:

Although Sri Lanka has a long history of general
education and technical training, its labour force is
not meeting industry skills requirements for several
reasons, but predominantly because of the social
stigma that students in Sri Lanka prefer white-collar
jobs, with TVET being their second option. As aresult,
unemployment is common among young graduates
from training institutes and universities. Skills
mismatch, lack of workplace training and exposure
and absence of employable skills are a few causes of
the gap between learning and competencies needed in
workplaces. Integrated curriculum through industry
collaboration for skills-setting and curriculum
development will significantly meet the training needs
of the labour force. Many training providers and higher
education institutes benefit from undertaking research
and project work for employers regarding internships
and career opportunities for their graduates. Career
guidance and mentoring for entrepreneurship also
help graduates choose relevant career paths through
suitable learning programmes. Acquiring soft skills,
including language proficiency, equips them to
compete in securing employment in the domestic
and international labour markets as a value addition.
Therefore, training and education must be modified
from the traditional path to innovative ways to provide
relevant and valuable skills and competencies to meet
labour market needs as demand-driven instead of

2 identity and culture, intercultural dialogue, local and global communities, planning projects, health and well-

being and organisational management.
Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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supply-driven. 2. Future Work Skills 2020: New initiatives in

. . . Sri Lanka, The Island, issued on 22.02.2014.
I take this opportunity to extend my gratitude and

well wishes to all Jaffna University alumni and staff 3. Report on Life Skills for Personality
on the milestone occasion of celebrating the fiftieth Development program, Faculty of Science,
anniversary of our Alma Mater and invite them to work University of Jaffna.

collaboratively for the betterment and well-being of
4. Skills Developmentin Sri Lanka, achievements,

and the way forward, published in 2014.

our young generation.
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Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
UK

Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
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Tharmalingam
Joy Karunya
Rajasivasakthy
Sinnathamby
Rajini

Mathula
Mahathevan
Sanjeevan

Kajani

Luckshika
Christopher Anton
Fathima Fasmina
Murugiah
Shanthini
Murugesapillai
William Shanthakumar
Haniffa Mohamed
Bhashini

Dhilani

Janaki

Ragini

Malini

Meera Muhiadeen
Thayaparan
Sivananthan
Thirunavukkarasu
Amalraj
Manoranchini
Jasotha

Ravi

Tharshana
Vasanthini
Velmurugu

Daisy Chandrika
Sinnappu

Shanthy
Archchana
Dayalini
Shanthymathy
Gowri
Amirthalingam
Rajamanokari
Jarachanthan
Livek
Nithiyagowry
Nirmala

Loganathan
Mahendiran
Mahesan

Mahesan
Mangaleswarasharma
Manokaran
Mathanakumar
Mathialagan
Mayaheswaran
Michael Rajakumar
Mohanras
Mohemmedhu Fawser
Muraleetharan
Mylvaganam
Mylvaganam
Nallaiah

Nasir

Nawodya

Nelson Nithiyananthan
Nicholas
Nithianandan
Nithiyanandan
Nizar Deen
Paramanathan
Pathmanathan
Pathmathas

Peter Amalathas
Piranavan

Prabagar
Prabaharan
Pratheepan

Pratheeswaran (nee Nagarajah)

Puvanendran
Puvanendran

R. Aickiyaseelan
Rahulotchanan
Rajavinayagam
Rajeenthiran
Rajenthiran
Ramanah
Ramanan
Rasalingam
Ratnakumar
Ratnarajah
Ratnasabapathy
Ravimannan
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Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
UK
Canada
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
USA
Canada
Canada
Sri Lanka
Oman

Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
UK
Australia
Canada
Sri Lanka
USA
Australia
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
UK

Sri Lanka
UK
Norway
Norway
Sri Lanka
UK

Sri Lanka
Australia
USA

Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
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Mrs
Prof

Sasikala
Punniamoorthy
Kulasabanathan
Shanthini
Chamath
Sivananthan
Gita

Premi

Ratnam
Paheerathy
Tharmalingam
Revathy
Meena
Ganeshan
Raajini
Buddhika Srimal
Parapari
Maheswaran
Ratnasingam
Vaithiyalingam
Thanusha
Rasaratnam
Kathirithamby
Ponnampalam
Sornathevy
Sivalingam
Kathirgamar
Abyerami
Mylupillai
Thirunavukkarasu
Arthiyan
Savithiri
Balasingam
Vijayaluxmy
Nagarasa
Somasundaram
Sivasinthujah
Thambithurai
Sinnathamby

S

Vincent
Prabagar
Suganthy
Sinnathamby Noble
Kokularathai
Kandasamy

Raviraj
Ravirajan
Romeshun
Saminathan
Sanjana
Sarasanandarajah
Sathianathan
Sellathurai
Senthilmaran
Senthilmaran
Senthilmohan
Senthilmohan
Senthilnanthanan
Senthilnathan
Senthuran

Sesath
Shanmugasundaram
Shanthakumar
Sharveswara
Shutthanandan
Sivaganeshan
Sivakumar
Sivanandan
Sivananthan
Sivananthan
Sivanesan
Sivarajah
Sivaruban
Sivaruban
Sivashanmuganathan
Sivasingham
Sivathasan
Srigengan
Srigengan
Srikanth
Srikathirgamanathan
Srikokulan
Sritharan
Sritharan
Srithevi

Stanis Paulrajah
Subramaniam
Sundaramoorthy
Surendran
Surendraraj
Suthaharan
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Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Canada
Sri Lanka
Australia
USA
Australia
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Australia
Australia
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
UK

Sri Lanka
USA

Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
UK

Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
USA

UK

Sri Lanka
USA

Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
UK

UK

Sri Lanka
Canada
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
USA

Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
UK

Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
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Somaskandan
Sellathurai
Sathyaruban
Vanniasingam
Annammah
Kokul
Mathavanayakam
Rajaramanan
Meenalogini
Selvarasa
Arunasalam
Sam

Kajana
Varatharasa
Vasuki
Vethanayakam Silva Benniya
Dushyanthi
Sutharsini
Sivananthan
Gritharan
Kumudini
Seenirasa
Ponnampalam
Thilaksika
Kumaraswamy
Thevarajah
Yasasi
Thulasitha

Suthakar
Suthakaran
Sutharshiny
Thanapalasingam
Thangarajah
Thanikasalam
Thanushan
Tharmakularasa
Thayaparan
Theivaseelan
Thevakaran
Thiagalingam
Thirunavukarasu
Thiviyanathan
Thuraichelvan
Thuseetharan
Thuseetharan
Ubenthiran
Vallipuram
Velayutham
Velayuthapillai
Vijayakumar
Vijayakumaran
Visayakumaran
Viththiyakaran
Vyramuthu
Wanasinghe

William Shanthakumar
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Sri Lanka
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Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
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Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
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Sri Lanka
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Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
UK
Australia
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka
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Report on
THE GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
OF THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE
organised by FoSAA

August 24,2024
Kailasapathy Auditorium and Students’ Complex, University of Jaffna

The Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the Faculty of Science
T — at the University of Jaffna were an outstanding success,

Faculty

exceeding all expectations. The Faculty of Science
Alumni Association (FOSAA) meticulously planned the
event over several months, ensuring its flawless execution
from start to finish. The remarkable dedication and
tireless efforts of over a hundred FoOSAA members played
a pivotal role in making the celebrations an extraordinary
achievement.

A synopsis of the events is included here in Chronological order

The event began with the grand entrance of the esteemed guests of honour former deans Professor R.
Kumaravadivel and Professor K. Kandasamy and their spouses, celebrated and warmly welcomed by alumni,
faculty, staff and students.

The Master of Ceremonies, Mr. R. Sharveshwara, captivated the audience with his eloquent and unadulterated
Tamil, which was truly music to our ears. Heseamlessly guided the event, announcing programmes and
participants, keeping track of time, and ensuring a well-orchestrated and engaging experience for all attendees.
Assisting him on stage during the ceremony was Professor P. Thayaparan (USA), the founding Secretary of FOSAA.

The main stage decoration for the event was designed to reflect the transition of the last 50 years, symbolizing
the journey from the past to the present. This theme was brought to life on stage with the valuable assistance
of Prof. P. Thayaparan and Dr(Mrs.) Janani Thevananth.

This report follows the chronological sequence of events at the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the Faculty of
Science, University of Jaffna, held on 24th August 2024 at the Kailasapathy Auditorium.

The event commenced with a solemn two-minute silence, observed in remembrance of the faculty members and
alumni whohad paved the way for a brighter future of the faculty.
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The traditional lighting of the lamp was performed by the esteemed chief guests,
including former Deans of the Faculty, Emeritus Professors Kandasamy
and Kumaravadivel, along with their wives; Vice-Chancellor Professor S.
Srisatkunarajah; former Vice- Chancellor Professor S. Mohanadas; Dean of the
Faculty of Science, Professor P Ravirajan; Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Professor
S. Raghuram; Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, Professor S. Surendrakumar;
Dean ofthe Faculty of Management Studiesand Commerce, Professor N. Kengatharan;
Dean of the Faculty of Engineering, Dr. A. Kaneshwaran; Council member and
alumnus Mr. Uthayakumar; President of FOSAA, Mr. S. Gunaseelan; Secretary
of FOSAA, Prof. Gita Sathianathan; and Principal of Jaffna Hindu College
and Chairman of the Golden Jubilee Action Committee, Mr. Senthilmaran.
Additionally, Dr. S. Mahesan, representing the former academic staff of the faculty,
and Mr. Arunagirinathar, representing the former non-academic staff, were also cordially invited to light the oil lamp.

The welcome dance was performed by the students
of Mrs. Priyadharshini’s Narthana Kshetra dance
Academy very gracefully, with melodious
voices singing Madurai’s Saint Arunagirinathar’s
Athiththiru muthai tharu paadal. Special thanks
are due to Priyadharshini Vaheesan, Adithya
| Jeyapalan,  Arumainathan  Shanmugapriyan,
Sivagnanasundaram Jude, Kanishkuru Sharma and
students of the dance school for their wonderful
contribution. Children of the guests were entertained in another hall with dance, drama and music under the
guidance of Mr. Sasivarman, Mr. Sethuvarman and Dr(Mrs.) Janani Thevananth. Speakers and esteemed guests

of honour Professor Kumaravadivel, Professor Kandasamy, and their spouses, the Vice-Chancellor Professor
Srisatkunarajah, the Dean / Faculty of Science, Professor Ravirajan and Mr. V. Gunaseelan, President of
FoSAA were invited to be seated on the stage.

Speeches were then delivered thanking the past and present Deans, Vice-Chancellors, Professors, Lecturers
and Staff for their dedicated, unwavering, selfless sacrifices and yeomen service rendered to the students and the
faculty of science at the University of Jaftna. They also addressed the past political strife and the issues of the day,
with calls for support, unity and resources to further the goals of the Faculty of Science. Speakers also elaborated
on the importance of instilling values that uphold virtue in the education system and emphasized the importance of
giving back to the Alma Mater. The speakersincluded Mr. V. Gunaseelan, Prof. Gita Sathianathan, Mr. Senthilmaran,
Professor R. Kumaravadivel, Professor K. Kandasamy, the Dean/Faculty of Science, Professor P. Ravirajan
and the Vice Chancellor Professor Srisatkunarajah.

Mr. V. Gunaseelan, President of FOSAA, emphasized the vital role education plays
in shaping the character of the next generation. Hon. Ponnambalam Ramanathan’s
foresight in establishing this great Institution has reaped numerous rewards for
the cultural and cerebral upliftment of the community. He thanked the teaching and
non-teaching faculty profusely for their magnanimous and profound service to
the students and community. As Government funding is uncertain during these
times, he called on Alumni to become members of FOSAA and rally support for the

programs implemented by the faculty.

Secretary of FOSAA Prof. Gita Sathianathan spoke about the determination and courage of the Administrators,
Faculty members and staff who have been brave in the face of danger and crisis situations and have made
this Institution a world-renowned University despite the numerous setbacks. The Institution has globally
acknowledged scientists who bring fame a name to the Institution with their research and student initiatives.
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She spoke of the war times in the late 1980 and 1990’s with student arrests, deaths,
etc. and the sacrifices of the faculty that kept the University functioning, providing a
safe haven for students. The University has been built back brick- by-brick with
unwavering sacrifice and dedication of the staff. She expressed deep gratitude to
= = Faculty members who sacrificed lucrative careers abroad for the sake of uplifting the
students and providing thousands of students with a life, livelihood and career.

Mr. Senthilmaran, Chairman of the Organizing committee and the Principal of Jaffna
Hindu College spoke next of the importance of education in our society. He pointed
out the conflict of interests in the community and the lack of unity thereby. Although there
is alotof effort towards building strong families, there is a lack of effort in community
building. By providing a sound education, we can foster unity, brotherhood, nobility of |
character and strength within the community. As science graduates we have a duty to the 1
society to create a forward looking, united and wise community, away from materialistic

traits and commercial traps that ruin the lives of youth.

Honourable Vice Chancellor, Professor S. Srisatkunarajah, eloquently discussed the
remarkable scientific contributions of the alumni in the fields of science, engineering,
= and technology. His thought-provoking address, which seamlessly intertwined science
- and metaphysics, encouraged the audience to contemplate the fundamental reasons
for existence. He emphasised the crucial role of universities in bringing joy to society.
Professor Srisatkunarajah highlighted that archaeological finding in Jaffna, as ancient as

those in Keezhadi, Tamil Nadu, underscore the deep-rooted educational culture in the region.

He further noted that the knowledge-driven world of the 21% century is propelled by advancements in computer
technology and the emerging fields of research flourishin g in universities. He described Science, Technology, and
Engineering as the “Trident” that offers protection and progress. Inaheartfelt tribute, he acknowledged the invaluable
contributions of Professors such as Thurairajah, Kunaratnam, Mageswaran, Kandasamy, Kumaravadivel,
Ganesalingam, Murugavel, and many others, who have laid the foundation of knowledge, quenching our thirst
for wisdom through their sacrifices.

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FOSAA) members were invited to honour the esteemed Professors and
Guests of Honor. They were garlanded, offered a golden shawl (Ponnaadai Porthal), and awarded a Plaque
embedded with a miniature Bi Centenary commemorative monument. The audience gave a standing ovation
throughout the honoring ceremony voluntarily. FOSAA committee members Dr. V. Puvanendran (Norway)
garlanded Professor Kumaravadivel, and Dr. Varathrasa Thiviyanathan (USA) offered the Ponnadai to honour
Professor Kumaravadivel. Mrs Kumaravadivel was garlanded by Dr. Gita Sathianathan (USA). Former
Government Agent Mr. Vethanayagam awarded the bi-centenary commemorative Plaque to Professor

Kumaravadivel.
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Surveyor General of the Northern Province Mr.P. Sivananthan
garlanded Professor Kandasamy, Professor. Sinnathamby Karuna =
offered Ponnadai to Professor Kandasamy and Professor S. ELE
Sivananthan (Australia) awarded the bi-centenary commemorative *

plaque to Professor Kandasamy. Mrs. R Mahesan garlanded Mrs.

Kumaravadivel.

Professor  Srisatkunarajah  was
garlanded by Mr. Senthilmaran, -
Alumni member Mr. Kumaran awarded the bi- centennial Commemorative
award to Professor Srisatkunarajah. Alumni Mr. Sadique, registrar of the
Moratuwa University was called upon to honour the Vice Chancellor with
Ponnadai. The Dean of the Faculty of Science, Senior Professor P. Ravirajan
was honoured by Mr. V. Sivananthan, AGM/Bank of Ceylon, Northern
Province.

UNIVERSITY OF JAFFNA

FACULTY OF SCIENCE

Calabrat
Faculty of Science Alwmni Assaciation (FaSAR)

The Magazine release followed, with Professors Meena Senthilnanthanan, Gita Sathianathan and Mrs. Sivasakthy
Mahesan offering the first copies of the Magazine to the esteemed guests of honor seated on the stage.

Professor Meena Senthilnanthanan gave a speech to commemorate the release
of the bi-centenary Magazine. She thanked the guests of honor, FoSAA
members, members of the magazine committee, trustees and council members
of the University. In addition to describing the Chapter contents, she praised
the Magazine as a product of a collaborative effort by FoS and the Alumni
Association, to uphold the shared vision and to place on record the shared past
five decades of our journey. Electronic copy of the Magazine will be made
available on the alumni site.

The Dean of the Faculty of Science, Senior Professor P. Ravirajan, warmly
welcomed alumni from around the world who had gathered to celebrate fifty
years of dedication, resilience, and commitment to academic excellence. He
highlighted the Faculty’s historic achievements, significant milestones, and
profound contributions to science education. Acknowledging the challenges
the Faculty has faced—including periods of unrest and the global COVID-19
pandemic—Professor Ravirajan emphasised how these trials have only
served to strengthen the faculty, shaping it into a centre of world-class science

education and research.
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He spoke with passion about the newly strengthened alumni relationships, underscoring their importance in
reinforcing the bonds between graduates and the University, while fostering valuable networks to support student
success and professional excellence. He commended the Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA) for
organising this historic Golden Jubilee Celebration—the first grand reunion of its kind at the University of Jaffna.

Reflecting on the Faculty’s proud legacy, Professor Ravirajan noted how its graduates have gone on to become
leaders in academia, industry, and public service, bringing great prestige to their alma mater. While honouring the
past, he expressed strong confidence in the future, calling for continued support, collaboration, and engagement
from the alumni community.

He extended heartfelt thanks to the FOSAA executive committee and all contributors for their unwavering
dedication in making this momentous occasion a resounding success. He also acknowledged with gratitude the
presence of alumni who had travelled from across the country and overseas, whose participation added a special
significance to the celebration. Looking ahead, he encouraged sustained alumni involvement to support the
continued growth and success of the Faculty of Science.

Memorabilia commemorating the soth Anniversary of the Faculty of Science were on sale outside the
dinner venue in the Student Complex. Commemorative insignia and logo inscribed T-shirts, Magazines,
mugs, Pens, and other items were made available to the guests at nominal prices. They will be made available
online at the FOSAA Website https:/sci.jfn.ac.lk/alumni/.

Mrs. Priyatharshini Vaheesan and students of the Narthana Kshetra staged a dance drama titled
Veerabadhraswamy that was very energetic, awe inspiring and well received by the audience. This was
followed by a very melodious Instrumental Music event by Science and Arts Faculty students combined, with
Violin by Mr. Pathmanathan Shyamkrishna, Veena by Mrs. Kirupalini Sayendan, Flute by Mrs. Dhanenthini,

Mrudangam by Mr. Aranraj, Tabla by Mr. Janil Sankar, and vocalist and musician Mr. Arunachalam.

Adance program titled ‘Aham Puram vaal Maravarhal by Narthana Kshethra senior students of Ms. Athithya
Jeyapalan, Nilani Sivapalan, Vishali Thayalan, Karshika Sathananthan, Surabhia Ranjithkumar, Kishonika

Mohanadas and Nivedhana Prabakaran wowed the audience.

Academic Staff who celebrated 25 years or more of service to FoS were honoured with a commemorative plaque,
namely, Prof. Sivasanthy Kuganathan (Fisheries), Prof. Meena Senthilnanthanan (Chemistry), Prof. R. Srikaran
(Chemistry), Ms. R. Nithiyagowry (Zoology), Dr. Namagal Krishnapillai (Botany), Mrs. N. Ravimannan
(Botany), Mrs. K. Niranjan (Botany), Prof. Noble Surendiran (Zoology), Dr. S. Mahesan (Computer Science),

Vice Chancellor Professor S. Srisatkunarajah (Mathematics), and Dean Professor P. Ravirajan (Physics).

This was followed by honoring 36 senior and retired non-academic staff who had rendered 25 years or more of
sincere dedicated service to the Faculty of Science. The honorees were awarded a commemorative plaque by

distinguished Alumni and eminent leaders in the community.

Guests were invited to dinner at the beautifully decorated Student Complex building following the

programme.
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No. Name Academic entities Status
1. Mrs. R. Mahesan Computer Unit Retired
2. Mr. Arulanandam Lakshman Chemistry Retired
3. Mr Kandiah Sribandakaran Zoology Retired
4, Mr. B. Narandran Dean’s Office Inservice
5. Mr. Veerasingam Jegathambikaipakan Zoology Retired
6. Mr. Apputhurai Thaneswaran chemistry Retired
7. Mr. Nellinathan Sabananthar Botany Retired
8. Mr. Sinnathamby Thangarajah Zoology Retired
9. Mr. K. Kanagalingam Physics Retired
10. Mr. M. Rajendram Computer Science Retired
11. Mr. M. Khalingarajah Dean’s Office Retired
12. Mr. Kanagalingam Somasegaram Physics Retired
13. Mr. R. Jeganathan Maths & Stats Retired
14. Mr. Ponnuthurai Vimalananthan Zoology Retired
15. Mr. Nadarajah Bakeerathan Zoology Retired
16. Mr. P. Amirtharajah Computer Science Retired
17. Mr. Karthigesu Kokulabalan Maths & Stats Retired
18. Mr.P. Uthayakumar Chemistry Retired
19. Mr. N. Tharmakulasingam Maths & Stats Retired

20. Mr. Arunagirinathan Botany Retired

21. Mrs. K. Brinthaban Dean’s Office Retired

22. Mr. K. Ambikapathy Zoology Retired

23. Mrs.Gowry Shanmuganathan Maths & Stats Retired

24, Mr. M. Yogendran Chemistry Retired

25. Mr. V. Sellathurai Physics Retired

26. Mr. Krishnasamy Botany Retired

27. Mr.T. Thillainathan Zoology Retired

28. Mr. S. Nanthakumar Chemistry Retired

29. Mr. Vijayaratnam Chemistry Retired

30. Mr. S. Santhirasegram Chemistry Retired

31 Mr.l. Navaratnarajah Chemistry Retired

32. Mr.A. Arulselvaratnam Chemistry Retired

33. Mr. E. S. Thayaparan Fisheries Science Retired

34, Mr. E. Amirthalingam Zoology Retired

35. Mr. R. Selvaratnam Botany Retired

36. Mr. N. Jeyachandiran Physics Retired

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSAA), University of Jaffna
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Esteemed Professor V. Tharmaratnam was incapacitated and unfortunately could
not attend the Golden Jubilee Celebrations. However, a video capturing his
message of his good will and best wishes for the event was broadcasted to the
audience. He expressed his regret at not being able to attend the event due to poor
health.

Former Dean of the Faculty of Science and Acting
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaftna,
Professor R. Kumaravadivel, addressed the audience in both English and Tamil,
sharing his wisdom, inspiration, and unique experiences as Dean and Professor
in the Department of Computer Science during challenging times. He praised

the Faculty as second to none on the island and acknowledged the immense

contributions of Professors Kanagasabapathy, K. Kunaratnam, and others who d
worked tirelessly to lay the foundations of this esteemed institution. The welfare of the University, he noted,
was always their foremost priority. By their example, they instilled a deep sense of service and commitment
to the public good.

Professor Kumaravadivel reflected on the losses endured during periods of unrest and highlighted the
remarkable resilience with which the Faculty upheld the institution—through self-sacrifice, unwavering
dedication, and altruism. He observed that the principle and values-driven leadership of the past had shaped
a strong tradition of ethical and thoughtful administration. He concluded by emphasising the enduring
importance of upholding academic freedom, institutional autonomy, and intellectual independence, placing
these above narrow, self-serving pursuits.

_ Former Dean and Competent Authority of University of Jaffna Professor K.
.~ W= . Kandasamy spoke of establishing the Faculty of Science at the Jaffna College in
\ Vaddukoddai in 1974, at the very inception of the University of Jaffna. He taught

every subject offered at the Department of Mathematics, from classical mechanics

to quantum mechanics, establishing an excellent reputation for Mathematicians
graduating from the University of Jaftna. He led the way for graduates by example
¥ of his outstanding research and work and inspired students to gain higher education,
molding scientists into great researchers and ambassadors for science.

The Alumni Association generously donated a photocopier to
the Science Faculty Student Union. This was presented by the |}
President of FOSAA, Mr. V. Gunaseelan, along with the Secretary,
Prof. Gita Sathianathan, and the Treasurer, Dr. P. A. Amalraj, to
facilitate photocopying and printing services at concessional rates
for the students of the faculty.

The final vote of thanks was delivered by
Professor Eswaramohan, the founding President of FOSAA. He expressed his heartfelt
| gratitude to the esteemed Guests of Honour, the Vice-Chancellor, the Dean, and the
members of both the academic and non- academic staff. He also extended his thanks
to the President and Secretary of FOSAA, as well as the FOSAA Executive Committee
members, Dr. Charles, Professor Ramanan, Chairman Senthilmaran, the Editorial
Committee, Dr. Gita Sathianathan, Professor Meena Senthilnanthanan, Mrs. Mahesan,

Professor Ravirajan, Andra Printers, the advertisers, Lucvaa, Iyamiddun, the Bank of
Ceylon, and fellow alumni who served in various sub-committees.

These included the Outreach Committee, Fundraising Committee, Golden Jubilee Action Committee,
Publicity Committee, Magazine Committee, Theme-Song Committee, Event Management Committee, Food
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Committee, Musical Concert Committee, Blood Donation Committee, Financial Management Committee,
Guest Honouring Committee, Academic Staff Honouring Committee, Non-Academic Staff Honouring
Committee, Participant Registration Committee, Mementos Preparation Committee, Sports Committee,
Cultural Competitions Committee, and School-Level Competition Committee.

Professor Eswaramohan also made special mention of Mr. Sharveswara, the coordinator, and the volunteers,
as well as Mr. Ahilan for organising the blood donation camp. He acknowledged the organisers of the
dance and music programmes, Mr. Suthakaran (Canada), donors and sponsors, Treasurer Dr. Amalraj, SSU
volunteers, event coordinators, and cricket match organisers Dr. Prashanthan and Mr. Lambotharan. He further
appreciated the contributions of Mr. Ganeshananthan for facilitating the cricket match, Mr. Jeyasingharajah
for thoughtfully designing the tokens of appreciation presented to the deans and academic staff, the Director
of the Physical Education Unit, Dr (Mrs) Janani Thevananth, for her role in the active theatre programme,
Mr. Kumaran of the Meals Committee, and the alumni and their families for their dedicated support and
enthusiastic participation in the Golden Jubilee Celebrations.

Following the vote of thanks, the guests were invited to a dinner hosted by FOSAA at the Student Complex, where they
were treated to a musical programme organised by Mr. Suthakaran, former President of the Jaffna University

Alumni Association (JUAA) Canada.A sumptuous dinner was provided and enjoyed by all those attending the
Golden Jubilee Celebrations.

Photos Courtesy of Dr. Velmurugu Puvanendran, Alumnus from Norway.

The Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FoSA A) extends its heartfelt gratitude for your generous support and
contributions towards making our Golden Jubilee Celebrations a truly memorable event. We are deeply appreciative
ofall who attended the function in person.We would like to express our special thanks to the following groups
and individuals who worked tirelessly to ensure the success of this milestone celebration:

* Event Coordination and Organizing Committees: A special thank you to the 150+ alumni, students, and
faculty members who worked in collaboration, managing 20 organizing committees to bring everything
together seamlessly.

*  Golden Jubilee Magazine: Thanks to those who played a key role in compiling articles, departmental write-
ups, biographies of esteemed former deans and department heads, batch photos, advertisements, and more,
creating a 250-page commemorative magazine that captured the essence of our history.

* Fundraising and Sponsorships: We are grateful to those who actively fundraised for the event through social
media, networking with alumni, and securing advertisements and sponsorships to support the celebration.

* Event Logistics and Hospitality: We deeply appreciate the efforts put into organizing an event that welcomed
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over 1,000 alumni and their families, as well as current and former faculty and students, from across Sri Lanka
and the world. The coordination of meals and accommodations on campus was an essential part of the event’s
success.

*  Honoring Distinguished Individuals: A heartfelt thanks to those who helped honor the former deans and staff
members who have served the Faculty of Science for 25 years, presenting them with commemorative plaques.

* Entertainment and Performances: We are grateful to the performers who organized vibrant musical and dance
programs that entertained attendees, adding to the celebratory atmosphere of the event.

* Blood Drive: Thanks to all involved in organizing the blood drive held before the celebrations, making a
meaningful impact on our community.

* Decor and Ambiance: We appreciate the creative minds behind the thematic decorations in the auditorium
and dining areas, which enhanced the overall atmosphere and spirit of the Golden Jubilee.

* Social media and Membership Drive: A heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to the membership
drive, successfully adding over 800 new members, including 100 lifetime members, to FoSAA. Your
efforts have played a vital role in strengthening our community.

* Traveling from Overseas: We are especially grateful to those who traveled from abroad to attend and
contribute to the event in person.

¢ Volunteers and Performers: Many thanks to the volunteers and performers who took part in various
tasks, ensuring everything ran smoothly, and those who provided entertainment during the event
and dinner.

Finally, a big thank you to everyone who volunteered and contributed in numerous ways, making
the Golden Jubilee Celebrations a tremendous success. Your dedication and hard work were truly
appreciated and made this event a remarkable achievement for the Faculty of Science Alumni
Association.

Prof. Gita Sathianathan
Secretary, FoSAA.

Useful Links from the Golden Jubilee Celebration organised by FOSAA can be accessed here:

Photos: Welcome Song:

i, - T
i wlfuis

THE GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

Fatuity of Scisnce, University of Jatina

Invitation card

Prifessa A, Eumarseadivel

Prufesser K. Kandasamy

FoSAA Website
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Token of appreciations

FACULTY OF SCIENCE
UNIVERSITY OF JAFFNA
GOLDEMN JUBILEE YEAR - 2024
Faculty of Sci Alumni A iation (FoSAA)

Souvenirs
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Faculty of Science Alumni Association
University of Jaffna
Executive Committee (2023/2024)

-

Ja //

Mr. S. Gunaseelan Prof. T. Eswaramohan Mr. V. Sivananthan
President Past President Vice President

o

Dr. A. Peter Amalathas Prof. P. Ravirajan Dr. V. Thiviyanathan Dr. V. Puvanendran

Treasurer Dean-Science (Ex-officio) Chairperson Chairperson
(Fundraising) (Outreach)

o AN

Prof. P. Thayaparan Dr. . Sutharsini | Dr. E.Y.A. Charles Mr. R. Sharveswara
Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member

J ‘ F .r" \ h’ l ’ 1

Wit | A A4 > i | ’f ]
Prof. S. Sivananthan Dr. M. Shanthini Prof. J. Jeyasugiththan ~Mr. C.S. Liyana Arachchi
Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member

Mr. A. Thangarajah
Committee Member

\v ‘
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Faculty of Science Alumni Association

University of Jaffna

Founding Executive Committee (2022/2023)

President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Dean of the Faculty (Ex-officio):

Chairperson Fundraising Committee:

Chairperson Outreach Committee:

Committee Members :

Prof. T. Eswaramohan
Mr. S. Suthakar

Dr. P. Thayaparan

Dr. P. A. Amalraj
Prof. P. Ravirajan
Prof. V. Thiviyanathan
Prof. G. Sathianathan
Dr. Ms. S. Yohi

Prof. A. Ramanan

Dr. A. Thevakaran
Ms. S. Randima

Mrs. S. Mylvaganam
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Golden Jubilee Committees

1. Golden Jubilee Action Committee

Mr. Nagalingam Vethanayahan

Mr. Subramaniyam Muralitharan

Mr. Sinnathampy Gunaseelan

Mr. Rajaratnam Kumaran

Mr. Ratnam Senthilmaran

Dr. Rajini Subramaniyasarma

Dr. Janani Thevananth

Mrs. Rajasivasakthy Maheshan

Mr. Srisethuparan Srijegaratchagamoorthy
Mr. Paripporananthasharam Sasivarnan
Mr. Ganeshapillai Vijayakuamr

Mr. Yogalingam Kuhathas

Mr. Balachanthiran Nirooparaj

Mr. Ratnasingam Sharveswara

Mr. Subramaniyam Ainkaran

Mr. Kanthasamy Vanimuhunthan

2. Golden Jubilee Fundraising Committee

Dr. Peter Amalathas Amalraj
Mr. Sinnathampy Gunaseelan
Dr. Gita Sathianathan

Dr. V. Puvanendran

Mr. Vallipuram Sivananthan

3. Publicity Committee

Mr. Sinnathampy Gunaseelan

Dr. E.Y.ACharles

Mr. Nageswaran Thileepan

Mr. Ratnam Senthilmaran

Mr. Ratnasingam Sharveswara

Mr. Paripooranantha Sharma Sasivarnan
Mr. Thalayasingam Jegarajeeban

4. Magazine Committee

Dr. Gita Sathianathan

Dr. E.Y.A Charles

Mr. K. Sivanandan

Mr. R. Sharveswara

Prof. P. Ravirajan

Dr. S. Mahesan

Prof. A. Ramanan

Prof. S.N. Surendran

Prof. Meena Senthilnanthanan
Mrs. R. Mahesan

5. Theme Song Committee

Mr. Paripooranantha sharma Sasivarnan
Mrs. Mathuvanthy Birapanchan

Mr. Shanmuganathan Koventhan

Mr. Ratnasingam Sharveswara

6. Event Management Committee

Mr. Rajaratnam Kumaran

Dr. Janani Thevananth

Mr. Subramaniyam Ainkaran
Mr. Pakeerathy Senthilmaran
Mr. Ratnasingam Sharveswara

7. Food Committee

Mr. Rajaratnam Kumaran

Dr. Peter Amalathas Amalraj
Mr. Ratnasingam Sharveswara
Mr. Ratnam Senthilmaran

Mr. Selvarajah Kajenthiran

Mr. Peter Jeyarasah Jeyamarino
Mr. Magenthirarajah Jeyanthan
Mr. Theiventhiran Sasirankan
Mr. Manchukan Sopraj

Mr. S.Pirathaban

Mr. Krishnan Akilan

Mr. Patgunarasa Biratheeban
Mr. Yokendran Kugathas

Mr. Sivasubramaniam Sivaraj
Mr. Sivarajah Lambotharan
Mr. Srikantha Iynkaran

8. Musical Concert Committee

Mr. Sellathurai Suthakaran

Dr. Mrs. Abyerami Sivaruban
Mr. Arumugam Thankarajah
Mrs. Kanapratheep Thanenthini
Mr. Ponniah Aravinthan

Mr. Appathurai Thayaparan

Mr. Soundaram Thasis Thoumiyan
Mrs. Kirupalini Sayanthan
Mrs. Birapanchan Mathuvanthy
Mr. Rajendram Imayakaran

Mr. Ariyaratnam Kanisto

Mr. Nadarajah Vakeesan

Mrs. Irine Sophia Sivaruban
Mr. Rajanathan Ragubalan

9. Blood Donation Committee

Mr. Krishnan Akilan

Mr. Paripooranantha Sharma Sasivarnan
Mr. Ratnasingam Sharveswara

Mr. Thilainathan Aranraj

Dr. Peter Amalathas Amalraj
Mr. Ponniah Aravinthan
Mr. Peter Jeyarasah Jeyamarino

Faculty of Science Alumni Association (FOSAA), University of Jaffna
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10. Financial Management Committee

Dr. Peter Amalathas Amalraj

Mr. Ganeshapillai Vijayakumar

Mr. Sathiyamoorthy

Mr. Srikanthan Iynkaran

Mr. K.Rameshneshan

Mr. Rajasundaram Jor Inparaj

Mr. Sebastiyampillai Sharthrah Niroshan

11. Guest Honoured Committee

Prof. P. Thayaparan

Dr. V. Thiviyanathan

Dr. V. Puvanendran

Prof. S. Sivanandan

Mr. Nagalingam Vethanayahan

Mr. Ponnampalam Sivananthan

Mr. Sinnathamby Karuna

Mr. Subramaniyam Muralitharan

Mrs. Rajasakthy Maheshan

Mrs. Sriranganayaky Srisatgurunathan

12. Academic Staff Honoured Committee

Mr. Subramaniyam Muralitharan
Mr. Elanganathan Surendranathan
Mr. Ratna Krishnarasa

Mr. Kandasamy Murugaverl

Mr. Nadarajah Vijayarahaven

Mr. Arumugam Thangarajah

Mrs. Annamah Thangarajah

13. Non-Academic Staff Honoured Committee

Mr. Subramaniyam Ainkaran

Mr. Pakeerathy Senthilmaran

Mr. Srisethuparan Srijegaratchagamoorthy
Mr. Shanmuganathan Koventhan

14. Participant Registration Committee

Prof. Thampoe Eswaramohan

Dr. Janani Thevananth

Dr. Rajni Subramaniyasarma

Mr. Srisethuparan Srijegaratchagamoorthy
Mr. Selvaratnam Sarutharshan

Mr. Somasundram Mayooran

Mr. Thevaratnam Thevatharshan
Mr. Pakeerathy Senthilmaran

Mr. Sivasubramaniyam Sivaraj

Mr. Thillainathan Aranraj

Mr. Selvaratnam Thasikaran

Mrs. Keerthika Sharthrak Niroshan
Mrs. Birapanchan Mathuvanthy
Mrs. Paheerathy Senthilmaran
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Monument Committee

Mr. Sinnathampy Gunaseelan
Mr. R.J.Singh

Prof. Thampoe Eswaramohan
Prof. Puniyamoorthy Ravirajan
Mr. Ratnasingam Sharveswara

Mementos Preparing Committee

Mr. Paripooranantha sharma Sasivarnasharma
Mr. R.J. Singh

Mr. Ratnasingam Sharveswara

Mr. Ratnam Senthilmaran

Sports Committee

Dr. Rajasingam Pirashanthan

Mr. Sivarajah Lampotharan

Mrs. Sharthrak Niroshan Keerthika
Mr. Mathialagan Eswaralingam

Mr. Sanmugasundaram Thirukumaran

Cultural Competition Committee

Mr. Thanpalasingam Jeyaseelan

Mr. Paripoorananthasharma Sasivarnasharma
Mr. Thayaparan Ragavan

Dr. Janani Theveananth

Mr. Srisethuparan Srijegaratchagamoorthy
Mr. Shanmuganathan Koventhan

Mr. Ratnasingam Sharveswara

School-level Competition Committee
Mr. Ponnuthurai Aynkaraneshan

Dr. Ananthamyl Nithlavaranan

Dr. Janani Thevananth

Dr. Murugathas Thanikaiselvan

Mr. Somasundram Mayooran

Mr. Subramaniyam Garigaraganapathy
Mr. Kanagasivanajakam Kajenthiran
Mr. Rasaratnam Sivakumar

Mr. Rajendram Imayakaran

Mr. Ponnampalam Atheesan

Mr. Patgunarasa Biratheeban

Mr. Theiventhiran Sasirankan

Mr. Kunasingam Piratheepan

Mr. Ratnasingam Sharveswara
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Celebrating

P SERVICE

b

<2

Manitha Neyam Trust

Love for Humanity

Manitha Neyam Trust is proud to celebrate 25 years of service!
Initiating in 1999, our mission has been to uplift and empower
underprivileged communities across Sri Lanka. Programs initiated and
supported by MNT include orphanages for Kids, livelihood projects,
trade education, elder care homes, medical clinics, and more. We are
grateful to our donors globally for allowing us the privilege of serving
these communities. We look forward to the next 25 years!

Visit manithaneyam.org, to learn more and donate here.

Best wishes to University of Jaffna, Golden Jubilee
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